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U.S. CriticizesArmenia’'sHuman RightsRecord

WASHINGTON, DC -- TheArme-
nian government has declined to comment
onfresh U.S. criticism of itshuman rights
record which was again described as
“poor” in the State Department’s annual
report made public the previous day.

Thereport scrutinizing humanrights
practices around the world says the au-
thorities in Yerevan continued to tolerate
widespread police brutality and impunity,
breach Armenians’ constitutionally guar-
anteed right to change government and
“partially limit” press freedom in the
course of last year. “ Although there were
some improvements in some areas, the
government’s human rights record re-
mained poor and serious problems re-
mained,” it concludes.

Mistreatment of criminal suspects

in custody hastraditionally beenthe main
highlight of international criticisms of
human rights protection in Armenia, and
the latest State Department report is no
exception to thisrule. “Witnesses contin-
ued to report numerous cases of police
beating citizens during arrest and interro-
gation whilein detention,” it says. “Most
cases of police brutality went unreported
because of fear of retribution.”
Thereport notes that torture alega-
tionsarestill rarely investigated by Arme-
nian courtswhich usually grant policere-
quests for arrest warrants and remain
“subject to political pressure from the
executive and legislative branches.” “As
aresult, impunity was a serious problem.

Continued on page2

OSCE Minsk Group Co-ChairsUrgeArmeniaAnd
Azerbaijan ToPrepareTheir Respective Publics
“For Peace, Not For War”

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The three
Co-Chairs of the OSCE Minsk Group,
which deals with the conflict over
Nagorno-Karabakh, have issued a state-
ment regretting the lack of forward
movement in the recent negotiations and
calling upon Armenia and Azerbaijan to
“work vigorously” to achieve aresult in
2006. Their statement reads:

“The Co-Chairs of the OSCE’s
Minsk Group, Ambassadors Yuri
Merzlyakov of Rus- Commentary
sia, Steven Mann of
the United States, and
Bernard Fassier of
France, joined by
Ambassador Andrzej Kasprzyk, the Per-
sonal Representative of the OSCE Chair-
man-in-Office, met in Washington on 7
and 8 March to discuss the latest devel-
opments regarding the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict and to assess the fu-
ture direction of mediation efforts.

The Co-Chairsreviewed thediscus-
sions that took place in Rambouillet on
10 and 11 February. Assessing the cur-
rent state of affairsin the region, the Co-
Chairsreaffirmed their belief that a great

Minsk Group FailsTo Produce
ResultsOn Nagor no-K ar abakh
Read on page 2

deal of progress has been achieved inthe
past year and a half. They regret that the
process has not moved forward in re-
cent weeks though, despite ampl e oppor-
tunity to do so. They urged both parties
to build on the basic principles for a fu-
ture settlement that have already been
developed in order to achieve an agree-
ment in 2006. Referring to their joint state-
ment at the OSCE Permanent Council on
2 March, the Co-Chairs continue to be-
lieve that objective
conditions make
2006 a highly
favourable year for
substantial progress,
and they call upon the Governments of
Armenia and Azerbaijan to work vigor-
oudly to achievethisresult. The Co-Chairs
further call upon the Government of each
country to take steps with their publics
to prepare them for peace, and not for
war.

The Co-Chairs will decide on their
next trip to the region after further as-
sessment of the readiness of the parties.
Their next meeting is planned for 20
March in Istanbul.”

Chess

Levon Aronian WinsMorédlia/L inaresSuper-GM

TheprestigiousMorelia/lLinares Su-
per-GM event was won not by FIDE
world champion Veselin Topalov, nor by
the other favourites Svidler and L eko, but
by 23-year-old Armenian grandmaster
Levon Aronian, who after all is number
five in the world rankings. Aronian
achieved this by beating Peter Leko with
the black piecesin the fina round.

Playing with the black pieces,
Aronian won with unexpected easy
againgt asomewhat demoralised L eko, and
was proclaimed winner of this highly ani-
mated super-tournament. Together with
his triumph in the World Cup 2005, this
result consolidates the young Armenian’s
position among the leading Grand Mas-
tersat the moment. Vallgjo-Topalov saw a
theoretical draw by perpetual, while in

Bacrot-Radjabov adraw was signed with
all the pieces on board. The last game to
finish was Svidler-lvanchuk. Black man-
aged to survive in spite of having lost a
pawn right after the opening.

DemonstrationsBy TurkeysDenying Armenian
GenocideBanned In Berlin

BERLIN -- Political leaders and human rights groups on Tuesday welcomed
adecision by Berlin police to ban demonstrationsaimed at theArmenian genocidein
World War 1.

Police on Monday banned two protests due to have been held in the German
capital thisweek which supported the official Turkish position that killings of Chris-
tian Armenians by Muslim Turks in 1915 did not amount to genocide.

Organizers of one of the protests warned Europe's cities would “go up in
flameslike Paris’ unless Europeans stopped blaming Turkey for the Armenian geno-
cide.

The ban was justified by police who said they feared violence and because
they suspected demonstrators would try to both deny and glorify the events of
1915. “It is unacceptable when planned demonstrations seek to deny the genocide
of Armenians during the First World War and make veiled calls for violence in
Germany,” said Frank Henkel, the opposition Christian Democratic Union interior
affairs spokesman in the city government.

A human rights group, the Society for Threatened Peoples, also welcomed
the ban and called for legidation to prevent all public events denying or glorifying

genocide or war crimes.

Rep. PalloneTellsCongressHeWill Fight For
Military Aid Parity Between ArmeniaAnd Azerbaijan

WASHINGTON, DC -- Frank
Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ) Co-Chair of Congres-
sional Caucus on Armenian Issues has
promised to fight against the Bush
Administration’s attempts to provide
Azerbaijan a 20 percent increase in mili-
tary aid over Armeniain the Fiscal Year
2007 budget. Pallone told Congress that,
“A lack of military parity would weaken
ongoing peace negotiations regarding
Nagorno Karabakh. It will also contrib-
ute to further instability in the region if
military parity is not achieved and it un-
dermines the role of the U.S. as an im-
partial mediator of the Nagorno Karabagh
conflict.”

Pallone also said he will fight toin-
crease economic assistance to Armenia
and provide for humanitarian aid to
Nagorno Karabakh. Below isthe full text
of Pallone's speech as delivered before
the House of Representatives.

Following is Floor Statement By
Rep. Pallone during Foreign Operations

Request discussions on March 7, 2006.
Mr. Speaker, the President’s bud-

get request for Fiscal Year 2007 proposes

20% more military aid to Azerbaijan than

Continued on page?2

Tensions High In Akhalkalaki

Ethnic Geor giansKill OneArmenian Youth And
Wound Two Others

AKHALKALAKI -- A group of
Ajarians or Svans (ethnic Georgians) are
suspected of attacking and stabbing to
death a 23-year-old Armenian man in
Tsalka, in southern Georgia and wound-
ing two other young Armenian men. A-
Info news agency that operatesin the pre-
dominantly Armenian popul ated region of
Javakheti in southern Georgia, said the
Armenians were attacked by a 15-mem-
ber group in Tsalka on March 9 after-
noon at a busy section of the town. The
victim was identified as Gevorg
Gevorkian, resident of Ghushchi village.
The other two, V. Sahakian and G,
Baloyan, were rushed to the local hospi-
tal with heavy wounds.

A-Info quoted the wounded Arme-
nians as saying they did not know what
was the reason behind the attack. A spe-
cial squad of Georgia's interior ministry
that is deployed in the region under the

pretext of preventing inter-ethnic clashes,
has arrested three suspects.

The attack on Armenians sparked a
protest action by local Armenians. A
crowd of 300 people demonstrated out-
side the building of the local police de-
partment demanding afair trial of the sus-
pects. Meantime Georgia's interior min-
istry has dispatched extra officers to the
region to foil a fresh inter-ethnic clash
after the crowd broke the windows of
the police station. A-Info said police used
truncheons to disperse the crowd.

Tsalka, population 22,000, is pre-
dominantly populated by ethnic Armenians
and Greeks. Upto 2,000 Azerbaijanisalso
live there. In the early 1990s, the Geor-
gian government moved a group of eth-
nic Georgians (about 2,500, mainly
Ajariansand Svans), to Tsalkaafter adev-

Continued on page?2
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The co-chairs of the OSCE’'s Minsk
Group — France, Russia, and the United
States— have issued a statement after two
days of meetings in Washington D.C. on
March 7 and 8 expressing their regret that
the Minsk process “has not moved for-
ward in recent weeks’ despite “ ample op-
portunity to do so.” There was no an-
nouncement of a date for another high-
level presidential summit between Arme-
niaand Azerbaijan. The tensions between
Yerevan and Baku has been escalating
lately, with anincreasingly testy exchange
of words between the two countries’
presidents, since they met in the Paris
suburb of Rambouillet in February but
failed to reach agreement over the disputed
enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh and other
iSsues.

In their statement, the co-chairs
called “upon the government of each
country to take stepswith their publicsto
prepare them for peace and not for war.”
The co-chairs' next meeting is scheduled
for March 20 in Istanbul.

The Minsk group, which consists
of 13 OSCE countries, has provided a
forum for negotiations to settle the con-
flict over Nagorno-Karabakh since 1992.

“It’'simportant that an agreement be
reached this year because if not the fear
isthat the window of opportunity will be
closed because domestic politicswill then
take over in both countriesin the lead up
to election periodsin 2007 and 2008.”

As part of that effort, the co-chairs
of the group — France, Russia, and the
United States — held two days of meet-
ings in Washington this week to pressfor

Commentary

Minsk Group Fails To Produce Results On
Nagor no-Karabakh

By JulieA. Corwin

anew meeting between the Armenian and
Azerbaijani presidents.

In the runup to this week’'s ses-
sions, the U.S. co-chair expressed opti-
mism that progress could be made.

U.S. Ambassador Steven Mann said
this year could bring a breakthrough in
the impasse over Nagorno-Karabakh be-
cause neither Armenianor Azerbaijan are
holding an election in 2006.

AWindow Of Oppor tunity,
Closing

But some other observers were less
hopeful.

Corey Welt, deputy director of the
Russian and Eurasian Program at the
Washington-based Center for Strategic
and International Studies, told RFE/RL that
Ambassador Mann’s emphasison achiev-
ing an agreement this year stems “more
from desperation than optimism.”

“He's trying to emphasize that it's
important that an agreement be reached
thisyear becauseif not thefear isthat the
window of opportunity will be closed be-
cause domestic politicswill then take over
in both countriesinthelead up to election
periodsin 2007 and 2008,” Welt said. “ So
what they’re trying to do is, in a sense,
put pressure on the parties amost to con-
vince them that now is the time to reach

an agreement. If they do not, itisunlikely
they will be able to get their houses in
order and they will beunlikely toredly be
able to get full outside support.”

WEelt suggeststhat it might be wiser
to keep expectations from this week’s
meeting low.

"It's atroubling road to take when
you put that kind of pressure and that
[many] expectations on a process within
one year. It's going to be a tough battle
and if they don't accomplish what they
set out to accomplish this year then there
is a danger of a self-fulfilling prophecy,
making further efforts at reconciliation
impossible.”

Political Will Needed For
Settlement

The Minsk Group talks follow an
exchange of heated words between Ar-
menian President Robert Kocharian and
Azerbaijani President [IhamAliyev. Aliyev
said on March 1 that talks with Armenia
were at a*“dead end” and called for free-
ing Nagorno-Karabakh “no matter what
it takes.” The next day, Kocharian de-
clared that if Azerbaijan drops out of fur-
ther negotiations then Armenia will for-
mally recognize Nagorno-Karabakh.

Liz Fuller, RFE/RL Caucasus ana-
lyst, suggests that Aliyev's words were

“nothing new” but said some of the reali-
ties on the ground may have changed.

"There is also the question of
whether the Azerbaijani Armed Forces
have improved over the past decade to
the point that they could defeat the Arme-
nian army. Armenia’s Defense Minister
Serge Sarkisyan said that he considers
Azerbaijani statements as being morein
the realm of pressure or blackmail than a
real threat. And he made the point that if
you are going to launch a surprise attack
on your adversary then you don’t go
round beforehand saying that we're go-
ingtodoit.”

Fuller suggeststhat thefailure of the
Rambouillet talksto produce an agreement
represents a “ minor setback,” not a“ma-
jor disaster.” She characterizesthe Minsk
process overal as a positive one, which
almost produced a peace agreement in
2001.

"The current progress dates back
just about two years to when Elmar
Mammadyarov replaced Vilayet Guliev as
Azerbaijani foreign minister and the two
foreign ministersbegan meeting regularly
first in Prague and then in other Euro-
pean capitals,” Fuller explained. “Andit’s
primarily thanks to them with someinput
from the three co-chairmen that they have
gradually reached agreement on the
[seven out of nine] basic pointsthat would
form the sort of skeleton of a future for-
mal peace agreement.”

Given the political will, Fuller sug-
gests, that it might still bepossibleto reach
agreement on the basic points of a peace
settlement this year.

order to turn toward the future.

KCET ToPremiere‘LeGenocideArmenien’ (‘The

Armenian Genocide' ) At 9PM On Monday, April 17
‘My Son Shall BeArmenian’ ToAir Monday, April 24 At 9 PM

LOS ANGELES -- KCET has scheduled its premiere of “Le Génocide
Arménien” (“The Armenian Genocide”) the 2005 documentary by French film-
maker Laurence Jourdan, for 9 pm on Monday, April 17. (The film had originally
been dated to air at 10 pm). The English-narrated documentary will be premiering
for the first time on American television. Also in April, KCET has scheduled an
encore of “My Son Shall Be Armenian” by Armenian-Canadian filmmaker Hagop
Goudsouzian to air Monday, April 24 (9 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.)

“We have received very positive feedback regarding our airing of ‘Le
GénocideArménien’ and we arechoosingto air it earlier inthe evening to create the
opportunity for a larger audience to view this important production,” said Mary
Mazur, KCET executive vice president or programming and production. “We feel
the comprehensive storytelling of the documentary and its educational content will
be appreciated by a broad range of KCET viewers.”

“My Son Shall Be Armenian” follows the journey of filmmaker Hagop
Goudsouzian, who, accompanied by five Montréal men and women of Armenian
origin, returned to the land of his ancestors in search of survivors of the genocide
of 1915. Through the moving testimony of those centenarians and the funny and
touching accounts of hisfellow travelersfrom the New World, Hagop Goudsouzian
has crafted adignified and poignant film on the need to make peace with the pastin

U.S. Criticizes Armenia’'s Human Rights Record

Continued from page 1

NGOs and international human rights
groupsreported detainee abuse was wide-
spread, and there were no efforts under-
way to modernize or reform police or
security forces,” says the report.

The State Department also men-
tioned “abridged rights of citizens to
changetheir government,” pointing to the
Armenian authorities’ handling of the
November 27 constitutional referendum
that was criticized as deeply flawed by
European observers and denounced as
fraudulent by the opposition. Still, it de-

scribed the resulting amendments to
Armenia’s congtitution as a “ step toward
establishing a system of democratic in-
stitutions.”

The report’s media section cites,
among other problems, the effective dis-
ruption of the RFE/RL Armenian service's
main programs broadcast on November
27 and the next two days. * State-run Ar-
menian Public Radio claimed in a state-
ment that the disruptionswere dueto tech-
nical problems, but some observers al-
leged the disruptionswere politically mo-
tivated. RFE/RL did not lodge an official
complaint,” it says.

Rep. Pallone Tells Congress He Will Fight For Military
Aid Parity Between Armenia And Azerbaijan

Continued from page 1

toArmenia. Thisrequest isin clear breach
of an agreement struck between the White
House and Congressin 2001 to maintain
parity in U.S. military aid toArmeniaand
Azerbaijan.

Mr. Speaker, the parity agreement is
unfortunately a battle that the Armenian
people have had to fight in the past. The
FYO05 Presidentia request was similar in
that it called for more military funding to
Azerbaijan. However, the congressreversed
the President to ensure military parity for
the FY 05 foreign operationsAppropriations
Act. After that battle and the, and the
President’s FY 06 budget request that in-
cluded parity, | thought the President’s
FY 07 budget would continue the policy.

A lack of military parity would
weaken ongoing peace negotiations re-
garding Nagorno Karabakh. It will also
contribute to further instability in the re-
gionif military parity isnot achieved and
it undermines the role of the U.S. as an
impartial mediator of the Nagorno
Karabagh conflict.

The President should not be reward-
ing the government of Azerbaijan for
walking away from the Organization for
Security and Co-operation in Europe
(OSCE) - Key West peace talks, the most

promising opportunity to resolve the
Nagorno Karabagh conflict in nearly a
decade.

Unfortunately, theAdministration’s
budget also calls for drastic cuts in eco-
nomic assistance to Armenia. | was dis-
couraged to see that the President re-
quested a 33% decrease in economic aid,
from $74.4 million last year, to $50 mil-
lion, thisyear. Technical and developmen-
tal assistance and investment is essential
to Armenia. Thisfunding iskey to demo-
cratic stability and economic reform.

Mr. Speaker is this the message we
want to send to our friends in Armenia?
Do we want to cut economic aid to a
country that isterrorized by its neighbors
and is shut off at its eastern and western
bordersduetoanillegal blockade by Tur-
key and Azerbaijan?

In the coming weeks | will advo-
cate to the Foreign Operations Subcom-
mitteeto restore military parity, toincrease
economic assistance to Armenia, and to
providefor humanitarian aid to the people
of Nagorno Karabakh. Itisincredibly im-
portant to reward our allies and to send a
message to Azerbaijan and Turkey that
ethnically charged genocides, illegd block-
ades of sovereign nations, and the con-
stant harassment of the Armenian people
will not be tolerated.

Ethnic Geor giansKill Armenian Youth

Continued from page 1

astating landdidein their native mountain-
ous villages. Tsalka is also close to the
predominantly Armenian-populated
Samtskhe-Javakheti locality, which is
considered a “complex region” because
of the presence of aRussian military base
and increasing demands for political au-

tonomy by some local Armenian groups.

Clashes between ethnic Georgians
and the Greek-Armenian community in
Tsalka have been reported for several
years, nevertheless, Georgian officias
continuously argue that the conflicts in
Tsalka have no ethnic context and repre-
sent mostly “communal violence.”
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Young Musical TalentsFrom ArmeniaOn Tour
InTheU.S.

Nor Serount Cultural Assodation seudy pressns

@ Rising Stars of Gyumri
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Exclusive Engagement in L.A. For 1 Night Only!
Sunday, March 19, 2006 »

ZIE M. Brand Bhd, Gendale, CA 91203

Ticket Prices $20, $30, $40, & $50
Available at: Alax Theatre = Chatrvan Video = Abrl Bookstore « Berj Bookstores = Arax Press
For Fres Delivery of Tickets Call 818/265-0506 or B18/482-6131

&

anuadl

6:00 pm « Alex Theatre

LOSANGELES-- The past two de-
cadeshave been eventful for Armenia. The
devastating earthquake of 1988 with
50,000 casudlties, the declaration of in-
dependence in 1991 and the challenges
of a new republic, the Azeri aggression
and the Karabagh war could have spelled
disaster for Armenia. Infact they did, with
mass exodus of the population and spe-
cifically with the brain drain that drove
the most prominent musicians and per-
formers out and propelled them onto the
world stages.

But history repeats itself, and six
young musical talents are about to prove
to the world, that Armenia can still pro-
duce young talentswho will rise up even-
tualy to stardom.

These six young musical talents -
ages ten to fifteen - are from the very
earthquake zone that was ruined some 17
years ago. They were born and/or raised
in those very same ruins and are on their
way to the U.S. stages to bring us the
messagethat Armenid sartistic talentswill
never die. And Nor Serount Cultural As-
sociation is proud to be the first to help
convey that message and present these
stars at their first U.S. performance on
Sunday, March 19, 2006 at 6 pm at the
Alex Theatrein Glendale.

These young talents, who collec-

tively are called “The Rising Stars of
Gyumri” are being nurtured by Mr.
Romen Gozmoyan, the President of the
Momdjian Benevolent Foundation, who
also supervises the Terchoonian Home
Orphanage in Gyumri. At the same time,
their professional advancement isclosely
monitored and generously funded by Mr.
and Mrs. Heros and Anahit K ajberouni of
Glendale.

Arsen Gevorgian, 12, will enchant
you singing operatic arias and Armenian
popular songs. Sasha Atanian, 14, will
bring masterful performances of the vio-
lin. Hripseme Aghakaryan, 13, will play
challenging pieces on the piano. Anna
Avdalian, 10, who is the youngest in the
group, will present an international and
Armenian vocal repertoire, in solo pieces
and in duets with Maneh Galoyan, 12,
who will enchant you with lyrical Arme-
nian songs. Christine Semonian, 14, will
play on the Armenian/Middle Easternin-
strument Kanon, with superb dexterity of
her fingers.

Their U.S. tour will debut in Glen-
daleand will befollowed by other appear-
ances in Houston, Dallas, Detroit, Chi-
cago and New York.

Tickets can be bought fromthe Alex
Theatre Ticket center or can be delivered
free of charge by calling (818) 265-0506
or (818) 482-6131

GlendalePolice Department NamesNew Public
| nfor mation Officer

GLENDALE-- TheGlendale Police
Department announced the appointment
of Officer John Balian as the agencies
new Public Information Officer. Officer
Balianwashiredin 2004 after serving eight
distinguished years with the Montebello
Police Department, atenurethat included
being named Officer-of-the-Year for that
department in 2001. Officer Balian brings
awedth of law enforcement experience
including an expertisein narcotic enforce-
ment and gang issues.

At the direction of Chief Randy
Adams, Officer Balian, fluent in both Ar-
menian and English, hasworked diligently
to reach out into the community and con-
tinueto build the partnershipsthat arethe
core of the Glendale Police Department
mission. In addition to his responsibili-
ties as the Public Information Officer,
Officer Bdianwill beworking closely with
a variety of local groups and organiza-
tions to cultivate a better understanding
of the communities' needs and to help
educate the public regarding the services
provided by the Department.

“l have always believed that the

Police Department is an extension of the
community,” commented Officer Balian.
“1 am eager to work with alarge and di-
verse community such as Glendale and
hope to bring my experiencesto thetable
to help the Department and the commu-
nity in whatever ways | can.”

Officer Balian is assigned to the
Office of the Chief of Policefor the Glen-
dale Police Department and can be
reached at 548-4818.

GlendaleAdventist M edical Center’sNew Chief of
M edical Saff Dr Kamajian Honored

From theleft: John Krikorian, publisher and consultant, BusinessLife& Senior L1V-
ING Magazines, Krikorian Marketing Group; Scott Reiner, presdent/CEO, GAMC; Seven
Kamajian D.O., chief of medical staff, GAMC; and Carl Ermshar, M.D. past chief of
medical saff GAMC

GLENDALE -- A special event was
held to honor and recognize the new Chief
of Medical staff Steven D. Kamagjian, D.O.
2006-2007 and Dr Carl Ermshar, past
Chief of staff of GlenddeAdventist Medi-
cal Center (GAMC).

Steven D. Kamgjian, D.O. hasagen-
eral family practicein Montrose. Heisa
Diplomat, American College of Osteo-
pathic Family Physicians and has been
associated with Glendale Adventist Medi-
cal Center since 1993. The Osteopathic
and Surgeons of California recognized
Kamagjian anative of Philadelphia, PA, as
the Physician of the year and Humanitar-
ian of the year.

John Krikorian, who in recognizing
Dr Kamgjian, referred to an Armenian
proverb, that the apple doesn’t fall far from
the tree, in the introduction of his mother
at the event. Krikorian, further noted the
service of Kamgjian'sfather, George, that
was home recuperating from arecent ill-
ness, in his service during World War I1.
Hisfather received theAir Medd for meri-
torious achievement while participatingin
hostile contact with theenemy. Krikorian
noted that peopleremember thefirst, That
isthe First President of the USA, George
Washington, First Black LA Mayor, Tom
Bradley, First Latino Mayor, Antonio
Villagorsa, First Armenian Glendale City
Mayor and Council member, Larry Zarian,
FIRST Armenian Glendale Unified School

President and Board member, Gregory
Krikorian and now the FIRST Armenian
American Chief of Medical staff Dr.
Steven Kamajian, of GAMC.

Albert Gancilazo, Chaplain, GAMC
in English and in Armenian Rev Der
Vasken Atmagjian, St Mary Armenian Ap-
ostolic Church, Glendale, offered open-
ing prayers.

Acknowledgements were made by
Dr. Norik Bogossian, Master of Ceremo-
nies, Scott Reiner, President/CEO,
GAMC, Dr. Hakop Gevorkyan, Board
Member of the Armenian American Soci-
ety of California, Mary Konyalian, RN,
President of the Armenian American
Nurses Association and by Dr. Arbi
Ohanian, Board Member, Glendal e-
Ghapan Sister City Association.

Congressman Adam Schiff, State
Senator Jack Scott, Michael D.
Antonovich, Mayor Board of Supervisors,
LosAngeles County, and Armenian Ameri-
can Chamber of Commercedelivered spe-
cial certificates of recognition.

The capacity audienceinthe GAMC
audtiorim, enjoyed fine background mu-
sic by Alan on the Violin and the famous
Armenian mezza appetizersfor dining.

Assistingin the ceremoniesand pro-
gram were student volunteers from Glen-
dale Senior High School, who were
thanked by all the participants.

UAF’'s137th Airlift Ddliver s$3.6 Million Of Aid
ToArmenia

GLENDALE-TheUnited Armenian
Fund's 137th airlift arrived in Yerevan on
March 11, delivering $3.6 million of hu-
manitarian assistance. The UAF itself col-
lected $2.9 million of medicinesand medi-
cal suppliesfor thisflight, most of which
were donated by AmeriCares
(%$2,100,000); Operation Blessing/Arme-
nia Fund U.S.A. ($570,000); Brothers
Brother Foundation ($266,000) and
Catholic Medical Mission Board
($39,000). Other organizations which
contributed goodsfor thisairlift were: Ar-
menian General Benevolent Union
($213,000); Michael Der Boghosian from
Boston Medical Center ($166,000); Dr.
Stephen K ashian ($65,000); Nork Marash
Medical Center ($42,000) and Armenian
Missionary Association of America
($28,000).

Also contributing to thisairlift were:

Howard Karagheusian Commemorative
Corp ($19,000): Armenian Relief Society
($15,000) and ArmenianAmerican Hedlth
Association of Greater Washington
($9,000).

Sinceitsinceptionin 1989, the UAF
has sent $428 million of humanitarian as-
sistance to Armenia on board 137 airlifts
and 1,285 seacontainers. The UAF isthe
collective effort of the Armenian Assem-
bly of America, theArmenian Genera Be-
nevolent Union, theArmenian Missionary
Association of America, the Armenian
Relief Society, the Diocese of the Arme-
nian Church of America, the Prelacy of
the Armenian Apostolic Church of
Americaand the Lincy Foundation.

For more information, contact the
UAF officeat 1101 North Pacific Avenue,
Suite 301, Glendale, CA 91202 or call
(818) 241-8900.
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Dispatch from Project Discovery!...
Archaeologists Discover Early Bronze Age
Megalithic Site In Shirak Region

In 2005, a team of archaeologists
from the Shirak Regional Museum dis-
covered an expansive megalithic site near
thevillage of Haratashen inthe Shirak re-
gionof Armenia. Thesite consistsof two
columns of megaliths, each of which
comprises three rows, and a cromlech (a
circle of standing stones, from the Welsh
or Breton meaning “ crooked stone”) be-
tween the two columns. The first col-
umn is 840 feet in length and the second
is 1,410 feet long. At the northernmost
point, thefirst column beginswith awidth
of 12 feet, growing to 18 feet at the end.
The second column is 15 feet wide at its
inception and expandsto 27 feet. A large
valley separatesthe columns. The mega-
liths, upto threefeet tall, look likeirregu-
larly-shaped pyramids with curving tri-
angular surfaces forming a needle sharp
zenith. Curioudly, al of the rows form-
ing the two columns are six feet apart
from each other.

Archaeologists believe that the

cromlech is a necropolis beneath which
lie burial chambers, the largest of which
appears to have a diameter of over 100
feet. The necropolis definitely dates to
the Early Bronze Age (¢ 2,500 BC), mak-
ing it very likely that the entire siteis an
Early BronzeAgesite.

Similar megalithic formations have
been found in Armenia, near the villages
of Zuigagbyur and Beniamin, both of
which are in the Shirak region, and in
western Europe. Scientists have puzzled
over their meaning and function for de-
cades. Some consider them to be astro-
nomical alignments. Others ascribe a
magi co-religious meaning to them. Per-
haps the rows of megaliths marked a pro-
cessional route used for ceremonial or
religious purposes.

The archaeol ogists from the Shirak
Regional Museum hope to find some of
the answers to these questions by con-
ducting excavations at the Haratashen
site.

OSCE OfficeHepsOpen Aar husEnvironmental
| nformation Centreln Armenia’ sTavush Province

Y ERAVAN - - The OSCE Officein
Yerevan has supported the opening of an
Aarhus public environmental information
Centreinthe capital of Armenia's Tavush
province, Idjevan.

"The Centre will promote public
access to information, participation in
decision-making and access to justice in
environmental matters — the three main
pillars of the Aarhus Convention ratified
by Armenia in 2001,” said Ambassador
Vladimir Pryakhin, the Head of the OSCE
Office.

"Serving as a unique link between

governmental authoritiesand non-govern-
mental organizationsin the field of envi-
ronmental policy-making and awareness
raising, the Centre will help create a cli-
mate of transparency in environmental
affairs and contribute to the democrati-
zation and good governanceintheregion.”

The OSCE Office in Yerevan sup-
ports the establishment of a network of
Aarhus Centresin Armeniato promotethe
principles and values of the international
Aarhus Convention and to address secu-
rity related environmental issues.

ArmeniaAmong TheFounding DonorsOf The
Moder nized CERF

NEWY ORK -- Armeniawasamong
the first 31 countries to pledge financia
support in the amount of 5000 USD to
the United Nations upgraded Central
Emergency Response Fund (CERF),
which was officialy launched on March
9 at the United Nations Headquarters in
New York. The pledgestotaled over $256
million, which would enable the Fund to
makeimmediate depl oyment of assistance.

At the 2005 Summit theworld lead-
ers mandated to take stepsto improvethe
humanitarian response system, including
through timely and predictable funding.
On December 15, 2005, as part of its
resolution on “ Strengthening the Coordi-
nation of the Emergency Humanitarian
Assistance of the United Nations,” the
General Assembly approved by consen-
sus resol ution establishing the new Fund.
The Member-States decided to upgrade
the existing Central Emergency Revolv-
ing Fund into the Central Emergency Re-
sponse Fund by including agrant element
of $450 million, funded by voluntary con-
tributions, in order to ensureamore rapid
response to humanitarian crisis.

In a statement made at the officia
launch of the modernized CERF, Arme-
niastated: “ The upgrading of the existing
CERF and adding the grant element will

help launch life-saving relief operations.
The Fund will providethe needed toolsto
better meet the challenges of today’s
world when rapid response to sudden
onset emergencies in crucia hours of a
crisis becomes the test of international
community’s readiness and resolve to
combat common disasters.” Furthermore,
it noted that” “Having a new stand-by
fund would allow this organization to use
prevention where and when possible, in
recurring emergencies, aswell asin stop-
ping acrisisfrom spilling out of control.”
It also emphasized: “It is through collec-
tive action and continued and demon-
strable support that we will succeed in
improving globa humanitarian system and
make difference for peoplein need.”

Among the dignitariesthat attended
the high-level gathering on the launch of
the Fund were UN Secretary-General Kofi
Annan, Prime Minister of Grenada, Min-
ister of State for External Affairs of In-
dia, Secretary of State for International
Development of the United Kingdom,
Minister for Development Cooperation
and Humanitarian Affairs of Luxembourg,
State Secretary for International Devel-
opment Cooperation of Sweden and State
Secretary of Norway.

Supreme Spiritual Council DiscussesArmenian
Diocese OfGeor gia

ETCHMIADZIN -- On March 7, a
meeting of the Supreme Spiritual Council
was convened in the Mother See of Holy
Etchmiadzin, under the presidency of His
Holiness Karekin 1l, Supreme Patriarch
and Catholicosof All Armenians, withthe
participation of the members of the Su-
preme Spiritual Council residinginArme-
nia

During the meeting, His Grace
Bishop Vazgen Mirzakhanian, Primate of
the Armenian Diocese of Georgia, pre-
sented a report regarding the pastoral,
spiritual and church-building activities
withinthe diocese. He particularly noted
that the renovations of the church of Saint
Gevork (diocesan headquarters) and the
church of Holy Etchmiadzin (in Thilisi)
are planned for thisyear, the architectural
drawings for which will soon be com-
pleted. HisGrace happily reported onthe
spiritual reawakening within the diocese,
underlining the need for new clergymen
to be assigned, specifically to the vicar-
age in Javakhk. He aso noted that the
applications to Georgian state authorities
have yet to be resolved, regarding grant-
ing of appropriate legal standing to the

The Armenian Athletic Association
... (Homenmen-Glendale)
invites you to laugh and dine on

COMEDY NIGHT
@

Gordon Biersch, Burbank
145 5. San Fernando Rd.*Burbank, 91502

w,/ Comedian Lori Tatoulian
Sunday Evening, March 26

Starting at 6PM
Tickets $35 Donation * (818)500-2824

diocese and the return of six historic Ar-
menian churches. His Grace also stated
that certain mass media agencies within
Georgiacontinue with anti-Armenian an-
nouncements and commentaries, which
create an atmosphere of intolerance and
tension.

In response to a query from the
Supreme Spiritua Council, Bishop Vazgen
confirmed that the Synod of the Geor-
gian Orthodox Church, with their deci-
sion of February 6, 2006, announced the
creation of a new diocese within the Re-
public of Armeniaentitled Tashir-Agarak,
subject to the bishop of the Diocese of
Dmanisi in Georgia, “...with theintent of
reestablishing its historic diocese”.

The Supreme Spiritual Council ex-
pressed disappointment that the Georgian
Orthodox Church did not inform the
Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin regard-
ing the creation of a new diocese located
in the northern region of the Republic of
Armenia; and further, that their Synod is
creating a new diocese in aregion where
the Georgian Church hasnofaithful; while
the rights of hundreds of thousands of
faithful Armenianslivingin Georgiato have
the Armenian Diocese granted appropri-
ate legal standing and historic Armenian
churches returned are being ignored and
disregarded.

The Supreme Spiritual Council re-
ceived the report of the Primate of the
Armenian Diocese of Georgia with ap-
preciation and satisfaction, and com-
mended his successful implementation of
hismission, exhorting him to enthusi asti-
cally continue his efforts aimed towards
the enrichment of the Armenian Diocese
of Georgia and the strengthening of the
centuries-old fraternal relations between
the Armenian and Georgian people and
Churches.
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* Upwnph Ubd hplniwlfny bt nipwpnipbwdp nupngp Yp
Jujunwpunpk pulgnLL['E wnwyhl lu.lJ bpypnppulwl YwupdwpwlhG
Pwuwwnhluwyh b YkGunkyh opowlhb Jky:

* 2006-2007 wwpbypywlhl nwypngp whwnp

dwwnnigwll

hwdwpuwpwlh ywnpwunwwl nuuplipwugfibp 9-pnkG vhbshe
12-pn nuwuwpwGGbpp, bu Yp dSpwqgpl wmwne hp bpypnpnulw
pwdlh wnwohl spgwlwiwpwnbbpp 3nilhu 2007 pnihl: typngp
Gwbt Yp nwuwiwlnlt UVuwnntwdwynils, ZwbpkG br Zwjng
NMwundniphil, bt qublwuqul wpnibunh npuuplpwugflbn:

* typngh Gwpwyppwpwlp bu UhgGwlwpgp wpnpkl huy
npwlwinpniwd bG WASC b ACSI hwuwnmwwnniphiGlbpne Ynndt:
bul bpypnppuul bwpdwpwlp yunpwunwlwulb wypwnwbfp
Juwwwpwd £ b Yp dpwqpk donkl Guwlsgnihy, npyku
hwdwpuwpwlh ywnpwunwlwulb nypng:

* lunitgswlul Yuqdp Yp punjuluw) dwulwughbn, hnpdwnne,
hnquwuwp bt Gnithpniwd wGdbpk:

* Uhgliwlupgh bt bphpnppulul Jupdwpwlh nuypnguywpp
Up gulinth 3700 E. Sierra Madre, Pasadena. UG nilh hulwy
nwuwpwllbp, Ywwnnin, Ywpquupwh, hwdwlwupghsh b
qghrnwlwl nwubpnt YbypnGhbp, Gwywupwh, brwyG:

* 'l‘ulpng]} Yp hpwihpk wywlbpwnlbp npnGf jpgopkl Y'niqblb
hbunbthp hwdwjpuwpwlh ywnpwundwl npwupbpugfibpnd:

* Typngp wwwpwuwn b Ghrpulub odwlnulyniphil wnwnt
1hu1JlnL[i bt mhywp wywlbpunbbpnG:

* 2007 pnihl, nwpngp Yp dSpwqpk 1l-pn b 12-py Yupgh
wywlbpwnlbpnil ppgwwinnyinp wnwlh; nkwyp dwjwunwi:

* Upawlwqgpnipbwl bu juibjbw) wbnbynipbwly hwdwp
hwﬁbgtf nhub nypngh gpuwublbwlp (626) 798-5020 phthlG Yuwd
uJJghlhgl:f' nynpngh website-p www.sahagmesrobschool.org:
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AGBU HIGH SCHOOUL IN PASADENA

You are cordially invited to an

ORIENTATION DAY
Saturday, April 8, 2006, 10:00 am

CLASSES ARE SCHEDULED TO BEGIN IN SEPTEMBER 2006

s Ninth grade
» Tenth grade
= Eleventh grade

A prep class for high school entry level is planned

AGBU High School in Pasadena will provide...
» A challenging college preparatory program in a safe, caring and supportive environment
= Honors and Advanced Placement classes for accelerated students
" [nstruction in Armenian language, history and culture
s Small class sizes and low teacher to student ratio
= Professional guidance and counseling services

= Affordable tuition fees and financial aid

AGBU brings to our community a century of experience, leadership and vision in the field of education
To learn more about what AGBU HIGH SCHOOL IN PASADENA can offer for your son or daughter, please join us on April 8.

The orientation will take place at
AGBU ALEX MANOOGIAN CENTER
2405 E. Mountain Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91107
(Corner of Mountan and Altadena)

For more information and RSVP, please call ﬁ26?94{]363
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Starting at 2PM
Homenmen Agoump
1060 N. Allen Ave.

Pasadena, CA 91104

Adults: $25 Donation
Children: $15 Donation
(B18)384-2987

Easter Eqgstravaganza

Hosted by: Homenmen-&lendale
Easter Sunday, April 16, 2006

.
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6
Food & Music, Egg Fight, and special surprises
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Proud Past, Exciting Future.

SUunk-YEARS

ZUBUlLkY RULPESNMTURLLY Cu Ry UbNh@bhy Il ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION
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Cwpwp,Pwpn 18, Uppwlh, Uwpn 19,
Cwpwp,Pwpn 25, Uppwlh, Pwpwn 26,
Cwpwp,Guphy 1, Uhpwyh,  UGwppp 2

Cwpwp oplipp' Lpliymbwi dwdp 8:00-hpG
Yhpwlyh opkpp”® Gphymbwi duwddp 6:00-hG
Ghpwilyhr, Uyppy 9, Orange County
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Ubh2bh%vLfb
auv.cuGrndm
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Feaenph Gmkp' 25 um uapy, Pnpphip (12 wnuphlpa@ED W | 1% wnnpap

Shp whnbpp wapafmfbpm Awodwp Aanwduwihgbp (626) T94-T0M2

2495 E. MOUNTAIN STREET, PASADENA

CSULA
Schaool of Social Work
Armenian Social Work Caneus

AGEL Hye Geen
Forum for Armmenian Cultwral
and Social Stedies

fovite You o an Interdisciplinary Conference

THE STATUS OF ARMENIAN COMMUNITIES
LIVING IN THE UNITED STATES.

Join us as we examine the latest in research and practice related fo
Armenian communiiies,

Saturday, April 8, 2006, 900 am to 330 pm
California State University, Los Angeles
the Golden Eagle, 5151 State University Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90032

Regiztration, 82500, Stderr Registrarion, S50 A Nght beach (s fnoluded
Program and regisiretion i avallable af powwagheorglivepeen, (3250 343-3870,
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Mppwe, Lwpn 24, 2006
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ILjGp Urwhnigbwl UbnpnGhG Jte, 2495 East Mountain Street.
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Stnbpp wwwfing o fundwp gt 8. CLAF.
Puwnplwgh Whbp Pwlndgbiwl YbgpnG Abin. (626) 794 T042

Lyl Pwpbgnpdwljwi CGnAwbnp UPhnipbws
Lwy Uph Jwpympbwl Gwwdbnbmpbudp

«Znu Udanphlw Ey

Chwmwiblwi Auwpgbpne Jbpwpbpbw) ubdhGwnp
Uhpluwiguglnn’ Gwplt BlutiwG, MFT

Mippiuge, WPwipun] 7, 2006, Gpblngbwl dwkp 6:30-7:30

LAMF Uyte UFwbnlbuE WnaaGhE oty
AGEU Adex Manoogian Censer, 2495 Easi Moungain Sireet, Pasadena, CA 91 10
LPusGpuonfuslim gl Bundep Bl by

LPLF (8260 TH-T42 | dipkd (B1E}416-1511, Lmshlt {318) 837-5175

ZNGHGLUUVShUS

o Bpswiniwly LPECUE prpnp Swiwinwanp LG nwditpni G
Lhwgphy 23, 2006

’y

REQUIEM

In Memory of Devoted Members of the AGBL
April 23, 2006

100 LU'GUL.UNL SOUVULUUSUMREhhu

Uhpwlyh, 7 Uwyhu, 2006
LZRCU Uybp Pwinlybwi Yenpnih LwinhuwoepwhpG Uk

rwiGpwdwubnueubGbpp pusnpnf
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Yes, | wish to subscribeto

Massis Weekly

Enclosed a check for (oneyear) * $50,00 for USA
* $60,00 (second class), $ 75,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.
* $85,00 (second class), $ 125,00 (Air Mail) Over seas.

Name: ----------------

Address. --------------

City: --------- Sate:---
Country:
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