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Starting at 2PM
Homenmen Agoump
1060 N. Allen Ave.

Pasadena, CA 91104

Adults: $25 Donation
Children: $15 Donation
(818)384-2987

Caster Eggsfr'avaganza

Hosted by: Homenmen-Glendale

AL

Food & Music, Egg Fight, and special surprises
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Prof. Richard Hovannisian War ns Of

Armenian ‘Failed Sate
“With Pain We Follow The Continuing Illegalities
Committed In Armenia”

YEREVAN -- Renowned U.S. aca-
demic Richard Hovannisian launched a
scathing attack on the authorities in
Yerevan, saying that their failure to hold
free elections and respect political free-
doms threatens to turn Armenia into a
“failed state.”

Hovannisian, a senior professor of
Armenian and Near Eastern History at the
University of California, Los Angeles
(UCLA), claimed that domestic policies
pursued by the administration of Robert
Kocharian have alienated a large part of
the country’s population and the influen-
tia Armenian community in the United
States.

“Watching from the outside, we
follow with pain the continuing electoral
and other illegalities committed in Arme-
nia,” hetold RFE/RL inaninterview. “We
would have loved to see freedom of
speech and thought in Armenia, instead
of repression, secret police persecution
and lies spread by state media.”

Prof. Richard Hovannisan

Hovannisian, who is arguably the
most famous of Armenian-American his-
torians, believes that in some respects
Armeniais now an even less democratic
state than Turkey, its historical foe regu-
larly castigated by the West for its poor
human and civil rights record. “Some-

Continued on page4

Four Reported Dead In Fresh Attacks
Kurdlsh RlotsSpread In Turkey

A Kurdish man passesby abur ning barricadeduring clashesbetween Kurdish
demonstratorsand security forcesin thetown of Viransehir, near the southeastern
Turkish city of Urfa

ISTANBUL (AFP) - A molotov
cocktail attack set ablazeabusin Istanbul,
resulting in three deaths, as Kurdish riots
rattling southeast Turkey for six days
spread to the west, the CNN Turk news
channel reported.

Another personwaskilledin clashes
in the predominantly Kurdish southeast,
bringing the death toll from a week of
violenceto 12.

A group of protestors hurled a
molotov cocktail onto abusin Istanbul’s
Bagcilar suburb and an elderly woman
who got off in panic from the burning
vehicle was hit by a car in the street, dy-
ing in hospital, CNN Turk said.

Two more bodies were recovered
after police removed the wreckage of the
bus, which crashed into atruck while ma-
neuvering to escape the hit, it said.

Another woman passenger was se-
rioudly injured.

Television footage showed
firefighters battling the flames engulfing
the bus, which was reduced to a black-
ened skeleton.

Police officialscontacted by AFPde-
clined to comment.

A group of angry residents who
gathered at the site chanted slogans against
Kurdish separatism, NTV television re-
ported.

A fourth person, a 22-year-old
Kurdish man, waskilled by gunfireinthe
southeastern town of Kiziltepe, near the
Syrian border, where street battles be-
tween rioters and the police flared for a
second day inrow, asenior local Kurdish

Continued on page3

Organized By AGBU And Permanent Missions Of

Armenian And Rwanda

Forum On Genocide At The United Nations

NEW Y ORK --On Thursday, March
30, 2006, the Permanent Missions of Ar-
menia and Rwanda, and the Armenian
Genera Benevolent Union, organized a
Forum on genocide and its prevention at
the United Nations entitled “Genocide
Then and Now: Lessons Learned for the
Twenty-first Century.” The Forum at-
tempted to discussthelessons|earnt from
thefirst and last genocides of the twenti-
eth century and the international
community’s role in prevention of the
future recurrences of this ultimate crime
against humanity.

The Panel featured Mr. Juan E.
Mendez, Specia Advisor to the UN Sec-
retary-General on the Prevention of Geno-
cide, Mr. Vahakn Dadrian, Director of
Genocide Research at Zoryan Institute,
and Ms. Yael Dani€li, Co-President of In-

ternational Network of Holocaust and
Genocide Studies. The Forum was mod-
erated by Ms. Andrea Kannapell, Week-
end Editor of the New York Times For-
eign Desk.

Professor Dadrian spoke about im-
punity and denia as contributing factors
for repetition of genocide. Heanalyzedin
detail theinvestigations carried out by the
Turkish authoritiesin 1918-1920 and the
subsequent determinations of its military
tribunals of the time, and the later rever-
sal of the officia policy and embracing
of thedenia of theArmenian genocide by
Turkey. He stressed the negative impact
of the World War | as a factor used to
disguise the atrocities being committed.

Prominent psychologist Yael Danidli

Continued on page4

Senatel egidation I ntroduced Opposing Railroad
That BypassesArmenia

WASHINGTON, DC -- Senators
Rick Santorum (R-PA) and Robert
Menendez (D-NJ) have introduced a ma-
jor bill (S. 2461) in the U.S. Senate that
would bar assistance for a proposed $800
million railway that would connect
Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkey while
bypassing Armenia.

Thelegidlation, known asthe South
Caucasus I ntegration and Open Railroads
Act, was introduced shortly after partici-
pants of the Armenian Assembly’s Na-
tional Conference met with senior staff
representing Senators Santorum and
Menendez — both longtime supporters of
Armenian issues. The three-day National
Conference was co-hosted by the AGBU
and Eastern and Western Dioceses of the
Armenian Church.

“United States policy in the South
Caucasus seeks to foster regional stabil-
ity and enhanced cooperation, and includes
open borders and transport corridors,”
Santorum told the Assembly. “The pro-
posed rail link would not only undermine
U.S. long-term goals for the region, but

serves to isolate Armenia. Effortsto fos-
ter economic integration and reduce the
risk of further tensions are in the best in-
terests of the United States and the South
Caucasus.”

Menendez, echoing Santorum,
added that “the sole aim of this costly
project is to further isolate Armenia by
enhancing the ongoing Turkish and
Azerbaijani blockades. | look forward to
working with my colleagues in the Sen-
ate and members of the Armenian-Ameri-
can community to block U.S. financial
support of thisrail project.”

Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev
told an Azeri news agency last summer
that, “We are currently working on anew
project—anew rail road Kars-Akhalkalaki-
Thilisi-Baku..If we succeed with this
project, the Armenians will end in com-
plete isolation, which would create an
additional problem for their future, their
aready bleak future...”

Armenian government officialshave

Continued on page4

in Armenian operator ArmenTel.

company said.
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Greek TelecomsGiant RevealsPlans
ToSdl ArmenTée

YEREVAN -- Greece's Hellenic Telecommunications Organization (OTE)
on Tuesday said it was examining options to sell its 90-percent controlling share

" Following consultation with the Armenian government, (OTE) hasbegun a
procedure of examining options to sell its 90-percent stake in ArmenTel’s share
capital,” the semi-state Greek telecoms giant said in a statement.

"OTE has decided to focus on the Balkans ...
company ... and thereisarather largeinterest from Russian companies and funds,”
said Michalis Tsamaz, managing director of OTE International.

HSBC Bank PLC has been selected to advise OTE in the procedure, the

Armenia s main telecoms operator, ArmenTel in 2005 posted a net income of
45.8 million euros ($55.4 million), an increase of 56.8 percent over the equivalent
period in 2004, and had operating revenues of 119.1 million euros. OTE pur-
chased its ArmenTel stake in 1997 at a cost of 120 million euros, Tsamaz said.

Partially controlled by the Greek state, the OTE group, which comprises the
profitable Cosmote Greek mobiletelephony unit and subsidiariesin Bulgaria, Serbia
and Romania in addition to Armenia, in 2005 posted a net loss of 216.8 million

ArmenTel is now a heathy
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NCI FocusesOn Armenia’slnformational
Predicament

YEREVAN -- The
National Citizens Initia-
tive (NCI) today con-
vened a roundtable on
“Ways to Surmount
Armenia’s Information
Crisis.” The meeting
brought together socia
and political activists,
human rights advo-
cates, analysts, experts,
and media representa-
tives.

Hovsep K hurshudian welcomed the audi-
ence with opening remarks: “ Today, when
some poaliticians of the opposition and in-
dependent analysts are hopeful that areal
opportunity has emerged for the upcom-
ing parliamentary elections to be held
freely and in compliance with the stan-
dards of democracy, even without theres-
toration of theright of the A1+ and Noyan
Tapan independent television companies
to broadcast, reminds me of the year
2002. Following the closing down of
these stations, a number of people were
then confident that the rule of law would
be established in the country as the result
of theupcoming presidential electionsand
that the violated rightswould be restored.
Werecall all too well what occurred then,
and it appears that every condition now
exists for a repetition of the whole sce-
nario.”

In his intervention on “The Effects
of Shutting Down Al+ and Noyan Tapan
on the Right of Armenia’s Citizensto Re-
ceive Information and the Means for
Overcoming These Effects,” president of
the Al+ Television Company Mesrop
Movsisian briefly presented the history of
this matter. In his words, the 19 media
organizations which after the notorious
contest in 2002 signed ajoint declaration
deeming the contest as legitimate in fact
signed the verdict not only against their
own freedom of speech but on that of
the entire country. Movsisian finds that
the shutting down of Al+ and Noyan
Tapan is aconcern not for television sta
tions aone but for the entire population
of Armenia. He stated that histelevision
company’s petition submitted to the Eu-
ropean Court of Human Rights was now
in the process of examination. According
to Movsisian, liberal competition among
electronic media has come to an end in
Armeniaand asaresult thereis a setback
not only in terms of unimpeded dissemi-
nation of information but also in the ap-
praisal of journalistic professionalism. And
al of thisin its turn has brought forth a
severe limitation on Armenian citizens
right to receive information.

During his talk concerning “The
Impact of the Informational Emergency
on Armenia's Political Establishment,”

Noyan Tapan News Agency’s analyst
Davit Petrosian began hisintervention with
the words of the prominent human rights
advocate, Academician Andrei Sakharov,
who said that the ruling power’s “mak-
ing afool” of the people with the help of
the mediais no less perilous than terror-
ism and dictatorship. He criticized the
policy of Armenia’s rulers in making a
“fool” of their own people, adding that
the opposition likewise was not present-
ing any specific program toward taking
thecountry out of thisinformationa block-
ade. Petrosian called attention to the need
to prepare mechanisms for safeguarding
the financial independence of the press.
He at the same time accepted Hovsep
Khurshudian’sassertion that in afree mar-
ket competition tel evision companiesthat
are professional would make more prof-
itable use of commercials, whereas the
latter should be prohibited in public tele-
vision, which receives nearly the same
amount from the state budget as the
country’s entire scientific domain, and
even under such privileged conditionsand
in linewith all surveysitsrating does not
surpass the No. 6 spot.

The remainder of the session was
devoted to exchanges of views and policy
recommendations among the public fig-
ures and policy specialists in attendance.
Also noteworthy were interventions by
Armenia’s first Ombudswoman Larisa
Alaverdian; chairman of the“Hetk” Union
of Investigative Journalists Edik
Baghdasarian; attorney Vahe Grigorian;
research director of the Armenian Center
for National and International Studies
Stiopa Safarian; chairman of Armenian
Helsinki Association Mikael Danielian;
Aravot daily’s correspondent Anna
Israelian; Zhamanak daily’s special cor-
respondent Carmen Davtian; Al+ jour-
nalist DianaMarkosi an; Noyan Tapan ana-
lyst SusannaPetrosian; Artak Zeinalian of
the Republic Party; Ruzan Khachaturian
from the People' sParty of Armenia; Zoya
Tadevosian and Gevorg Kalenchian of the
Heritage Party; Catholic Relief Services
Program Director AidaArutiunova; chair-
man Karen Hakobian of the*Huis” NGO;
members of other social organizations;
university lecturers, and many others.
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World Vision Provides Essential M edical Equipment
ToHospitalsIn Remote RegionsOf Armenia

Medical equipment and suppliesre-
cently donated by World Visionto six dis-
trict hospitals in Armenia are helping to
improvethe quality of healthcare services
in remote regions.

An infant warmer, aswell asanin-
fant suction pump were delivered last
week to ljevan hospital in north-eastern
Armenia, which urgently needed to im-
prove the services of the maternity ward.

These activities are part of the
USAID-funded Mobile Outreach Teams
(MQOT) project aimed at increasing ac-
cessto medical carefor peoplein remote
areas.

Currently, many district hospitalsin
Armeniafail to provide necessary services
to the patients because of lack of medi-
cal equipment and poor facilities, as a
result of insufficient funding.

"Every month 30 to 40 children are
born at the hospital. Because of the lack
of heating we could not maintain required
temperature at the maternity ward and had
to use bottles with hot water in order to
keep the newborn babies warm,” says
Armine Dovlatbekyan, the post-natal care
doctor.

Theinfant warmer radiates heat and
is designed to minimize heat lossin new-
borns.

"Thanks to World Vision, we now

are able to ensure adequate and secure
environment for newborns. The warmer
also allows to provide necessary therapy
for children with infant jaundice or pre-
mature children,” says Narine Tumanyan,
Deputy Head of the hospital. In the past,
children in need of special care often had
to be taken to a hospital in Yerevan, the
capital.

In the scope of the MOT project,
district hospitals in Kapan, Goris,
Noyemberyan and Chambarak received
surgical instrument kits, medical devices,
reagents and other equipment.

WorldVision donated acomputer and
delivered 40 sets of mattresses, pillowsand
bedding to Tashir hospita in Lori region.
According to the hospital authorities, dur-
ing the last 25 years the hospital did not
receive such itemsand patientshad to bring
their own mattresses and bed shests.

World Vision’s Mobile Outreach
Teams regularly provide primary health
services to 45,000 people in 99 remote
villages, including laboratory tests, ultra-
sound examinations and referrals to dis-
trict doctors. Over the past year, World
Vision carried out the renovation of 19
rural health posts and 8 district hospitals.
In addition, 29 health posts were fur-
nished and provided with medical sup-
plies and equipment.

OSCE OfficeCo-Hosts ConferenceOn Return And
Reintegration Of Migrantsin Armenia

Y EREVAN -- Support for sustain-
ablereturn and reintegration through eco-
nomic development will bethefocusof a
conference that opens tomorrow in
Yerevan.

Thetwo-day event, “ Return and Re-
integration: Meeting the Economic Chal-
lenges of Displacement,” is organized by
the OSCE Officein Yerevan and the Dan-
ish Refugee Council, in partnership with
the United Nations. It will bring together
over 150 participants, including govern-
ment officials, representatives of the mi-
cro-finance sector, theinternational com-
munity, as well as NGOs.

“There is much to be done to en-
surethe sustainablereturn of migrantsand
help them integrate into society,” said
BlankaHancilova, the Office’'sDemocra-
tization Officer.

“The economic factor plays a key
role in this respect. That is why we will
be discussing opportunities that the mi-
cro-finance sector may create for return-
ees. This conference should help better
co-ordinate the efforts of theinternational
community, civil society and the national
authorities to address the needs of return-
ees and migration-related issues in gen-
erd

Kurdish RiotsSpread In Turkey

politician, Ferhan Turk, told AFP.

Three others were injured, he said.
Officials were not immediately available
for comment.

An angry crowd torched abank and
vandalized public buildings, party offices
and shops in Kiziltepe Saturday, prompt-
ing the security forcesto firewarning shots
and use tear gas, killing one person.

Alsoin Istanbul, hometo asizeable
Kurdishimmigrant community, about 200
protestors, some of them wearing masks,
took to the streets in the city center ear-
lier Sunday, setting fire to a truck and
hurling Molotov cocktails, stones and
bottles at the riot police, who responded
with truncheons and pepper gas.

Several protestors, running from
the police, were attacked by a group of
residentsin amainly Romaneighborhood
wielding knives and sticks and shouting
nationalist slogans.

At least seven demonstrators were
detained, the Anatolia news agency said.

Ahmet Turk, the co-chairman of
Turkey’s main Kurdish party, the Demo-
cratic Society Party (DTP), urged an end

to the violence and called on Ankara to
come up with far-reaching reforms to
make permanent peace with its largest
minority.

The riots erupted Tuesday in
Diyarbakir, the largest city in the mainly
Kurdish southeast, after hundreds of
youths demanding vengeance attacked the
police following the funerals of Kurdish
rebelskilled in fighting with the army.

Three of the victims of the violence
were children, one aged only three, and
most of the injured were security forces.

Officials charged that the unrest
was orchestrated by the outlawed
Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK), which
has waged an armed separatist campaign
against the government since 1984, with
the conflict claiming some 37,000 lives.

Ahmet Turk described the riots as
the explosion of entangled political, so-
cial and economic problems that have
plagued the southeast, Turkey’s poorest
region, for decades.

He called for a comprehensive gov-
ernment program that would include the
improvement of Kurdish cultural and po-
litical rights, economic and social devel-
opment and agenerd amnesty for the PKK.
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HarutuneBeddian and Lorna Griffitt toPerform at
Armenian Gener al Benevolent Union Centennial
CelebrationonMay 7

PASADENA -- The
Armenian General Benevo-
lent Union Southern Califor-
nia District will be com-
memorating the
organization’s 100" anniver-
sary with acelebration event
on May 7, 2006, at 5 pm, at
the AGBU Alex Manoogian
Center in Pasadenaunder the
auspices of Archbishop
Hovnan Derderian, Primate
of the Western Diocese.
The evening's rich artistic
program will feature violin
virtuoso Haroutune Bedelian
accompanied on the piano
by Lorna Griffitt.

Governor George
Deukmejian, California's 35" governor
and a dedicated member of the AGBU,
will be one of the event’s keynote speak-
ers. Assadour Guzelian, a prominent in-
tellectua from London, England, will give
the evening’sArmenian keynote address.

The AGBU isaleader in Armenian
education, cultural, humanitarian and
youth-oriented activitiesworldwide. The
historic anniversary milestonewill be cel-
ebrated throughout 2006 by the organi-
zation on aninternational, national and re-
gional level with year-long activities, fes-
tivities and of course, continued philan-
thropy. Presently AGBU isheadquartered
in New York City. One of the most vi-
brant and active regions of the AGBU is
in Southern California. Its

local activities include the AGBU
Manoogian-Demirdjian School in Canoga
Park and the soon to

be inaugurated high school in Pasa-
dena, chapters in San Fernando Valley,
Orange County and

San Gabriel Valley, cultural activi-
ties such as theatre and dance groups,
the Generation Next program, “ Hye Geen”
women’s group, the Young Profession-
als, AYA Youth Association as well as
sports and scouting programs.

At age 20, Haroutune Bedelian was
awarded first prizeinthe prestigiousBBC
Violin Competition. Since then, he has
performed and broadcast from some of
theworld’smost esteemed venuesinclud-
ing Carnegie Recital Hall, The Kennedy
Center and the Wilshire Ebell Theater in
theU.S.; Wigmore Hall, Queen Elizabeth
Hall, Royal Albert Hall and Saint Martinin
the Fields in England; and Salle Alfred
Cortot and Musee Guimet in France.

The Los Angeles Times, among
many other |eading international publica-
tions, has given Bedelian’s artistry glow-
ing reviews, saying “[Bedelian has] the

technical and musical resources of vir-

tuoso class.” The New York Times has
cdled him an “alert, subtle artist as well
as a superb instrumentalist.” According
to The London Times, “virtuosity comes
to him [Bedelian] as second nature, but it
isused asameansto theinterpretivefree-
dom and sense of style that characterizes
hisplaying aboveall else.

In the summer of 2004, Mr.
Bedelian was invited and participated in
three major festivalsin Italy, Alaska and
Brazil. Prior to hisappointment at the Uni-
versity of California, Irvine, he was pro-
fessor of violin at the Royal Academy of
Music in London, England.

Lorna Griffitt, D.M., began per-
forming the piano at 16 with the Louis-
ville Orchestra. Shereceived her doctor-
ate with distinction in piano performance
from Indiana University and enjoys ady-
namic career as a soloist, chamber musi-
cian and pedagogue both here and abroad.
She has performed at Carnegie Hall and
has broadcast liveon NPR’s* Performance
Today” from Washington D.C.

Ms. Griffitt is regularly invited as
guest artist to the Schlern International
Music Festival in Vols am Schlern, Italy,
and to the International Cello Encounter
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, where she per-
forms in chamber concerts with various
international artists. She also teaches at
University of California, Irvineaswell as
IndianaUniversity’s Summer PianoAcad-
emy. She will be accompanying her hus-
band, Haroutune Bedelian, on the piano at
theAGBU 100" Anniversary event.

TheAGBU Alex Manoogian Center
is located at 2495 E. Mountain Street,
Pasadena, Ca, 91194. Thisevent isopen
to the public, however reservations are
necessary. For reservations please call
(626) 794-7942. The deadline for reser-
vationsis by April 15.

4.U.r2nk UM

éU.UU.ShLU.8F UL
(200 zN%bb 2U.UU.M

U.ULL Sbuva U.MbhEvbMIR 20000
1060 N. ALLEN AVE. PASADENA

UL/ rU.UUUuNrEbRULBM
2bMU.2U.8TLL
(626) 797-7680 (626) 398-0506

Letter ToPBSOmbudsmen

March 22, 2006

Dear Mr. Getler,

| would like to correct the misrepresentation of my involvement with the
Armenian Genocide documentary in your Ombudsman column of 3/11, “ Coming
Soon to Viewers Like You: “The Armenian Genocide.”

You write “PBS threatened to pull the documentary if he [Balakian] and
another genocide scholar declined to participate in the panel discussion.”

That is false. What | have told several journalists in the past month is the
following: | wastold (in fact three times) by Oregon PBS producer David Davis
that PBS would not run the documentary if a post-show panel with deniers were
not made. Mr. Davis made it clear that thiswasthe direct word from JacobaAtlas
at national headquarters. (I had sent her a letter in November appealing to her to
drop the idea of a post-show on ethical and historical grounds.)

| never said nor implied that the documentary would not air if 1—person-
ally—were not on the panel. That would be, of course, absurd. Naturally, PBS
would find someone else to take my place.

| decided to go forward with the “debate” after al my efforts to convince
PBS to not make it failed because | have experience on TV and radio with this
subject and felt | could help shape the conversation in an ethical way —and perhaps
away that would expose Turkish denial more fully for what it is.

The fact remains that PBS would not run afair and rich documentary about
the Armenian Genocide— one that included nearly a dozen Turkish voices—
without running what many in the genocide studies consider to be an unethical
privileging of denial.

This is not a free speech issue—as much of the scholarly community has
made clear. The deniersare free in this country to express themselves without fear
of prosecution or harm—~but this does not guarantee them right to an elite forums.
The leading authority on Holocaust and genocidedenial, Professor Deborah Lipstadt
has written:

“Denia of genocide—whether that of the Turks against the Armenians, or
the Nazis against the Jews—is not an act of historical reinterpretation. Rather, the
deniers sow confusion by appearing to be engaged in a genuine scholarly effort.
The abundance of documents and testimonies that confirm the genocide are dis-
missed as contrived, coerced, or forgeries and falsehoods. The deniers aim at
convincing innocent third parties that there is ‘another side of the story.” Free
speech does not guarantee the deniers the right to be treated as the * other side of a
legitimate debate,” when thereisno credible ‘ other side’; nor doesit guarantee the
deniers space in the classroom or curriculum, or in any other forum.”

Like many others, | fear that PBS resorted to the post-show panel as akind
of fire insurance because of the negative experience of harassment it had with the
Turkish government in 1988 after airing an Armenian Genocide documentary, as
you note in your column. While this was no doubt an uncomfortable experience,
many of us hoped that PBS would not feel that sense of intimidation this time.
Many institutions and organization around the world in recent years have ceased
paying attention to Turkish harassment.

Lastly, | find Ms. Atlas' explanation for the post-show program a bit disin-
genuous. She claims that its goal was not to provide a “platform for those who
deny the genocide,” but to “explore how serious historians do their work and ook
at evidence.” However, by inviting two professional deniers (who have worked
closed with the Turkish government) on to PBS, alarge platform was provided for
the repulsive lies, known as denial. And, in the twenty-five minutes we had there
was not even a remote possibility that the show could explore how historians
work. Asfineajob as Scott Simon did hosting it, the post show is a staged “ bake-
off” and sadly a forum that abused the reality and memory of one of the major
human rights crimes of our time.

Having made these points, | still applaud PBSfor putting on“The Armenian
Genoicde,” which isalandmark documentary.

Sincerely,

Peter Balakian

Knights Of Vartan Fund For Armenian
Sudies To Offer Grants For 2006

The Knights of Vartan Fund for Armenian Studies was established in 1994
for the express purpose of providing fellowships and support for scholarly re-
search and publications in the field of Armenian Studies. The Fund aso offers
support for lectures, seminars, and conferences initiated by individual scholars
engaged in Armenian Studies as well as ingtitutions of higher learning that offer
graduate programs in the field of Armenian Studies.

The Fund is administered by a Board of Trustees, which acts on the recom-
mendations of the Award Advisory Committee consisting of: Dr. Kevork B.
Bardakjian, chair; Dr. Gregory H. Adamian; Dr. Ina Baghdiantz McCabe; Dr. Bar-
bara Merguerian; and Dr. James Russell. Grants usually range between $2,000 and
$5,000 and may be made for one or two years. A fina report is required for each
funded project within three months of its completion.

The Fund has offered numerous grants to many individuals and institutions
over the past several years and will be able to give a limited number of grants for
theyear 2006. Completed applications must be received by Monday, 15 May, 2006.
For more information, please contact Dr. Kevork B. Bardakjian, 2068 Frieze, Dept.
of NES, University of Michigan, AnnArbor, Ml 48109-1285; tel. 734/763-7655; e-
mail: kbar @umich.edu.




4

Massis weekly

April 8, 2006)

Prof. Richard Hovannisian War ns Of
Armenian ‘Failed Sate

Continued from page 1

times we condemn Turkey and cal it a
military dictatorship. But the fact is that
the press is freer there,” he said.

The remark is extraordinary for a
scholar who has spent several decades
researching the 1915 Armenian genocide
in the Ottoman Empire and campaigning
for its recognition by modern-day Tur-
key and the international community.
Hovannisian serves on the board of di-
rectors of nine scholarly and civic orga-
nizations, including the International In-
stitute on the Hol ocaust and Genocide and
the Washington-based Armenian National
Institute. He also becamein 1990 the first
foreign social scientist to be elected a
member of Armenia’ s National Academy
of Sciences.

Hovannisian did not deny that his
perception of the Kocharian administra-
tion has been significantly affected by its
controversial treatment of his equally fa-
mous son Raffi who served as indepen-
dent Armeniasfirst foreign minister and
is now a leading opposition figure. His
opposition party called Zharangutyun
(Heritage) was locked out of its Yerevan
offices this month in what he considers a
retaliation for his harsh attacks on
Kocharian voiced late last year.

In a separate development, Arme-
nian state television accused Raffi
Hovannisian'swife earlier thisyear of il-
legally using U.S. government assistance
toArmeniato finance oppositionraliesin
Yerevan. She strongly denied the charges.

“If Raffi Hovannisian had kept si-
lent, acted likea'benign’ DiasporaArme-
nian here and did not attempt to engagein
politics, they would have not only kept
his office open but also accepted and
shown him on their television,” said Ri-
chard Hovannisian. “I feel sorry for the
individual swho are now suppressing him.
If they had been in his place, they would

not have even thought about moving to
Armenia [from the United States in
1990].”

Theveteran scholar claimed that his
critical views on Armenia’s current lead-
ership are shared by a growing number
of Armenian-Americans. “| personally
know dozens of individuals who say that
they will not donate money to Armenia
anymore because they have lost faith,”
he said.

L eaders of the Armenian communi-
tiesintheU.S. and elsewherein theworld
rarely speak out on internal political de-
velopmentsin Armeniaand publicly criti-
cize its government’s controversial ac-
tions, preferring instead to concentrate on
international recognition of the Armenian
genocide. Accordingly, problemslike gov-
ernment corruption or vote falsifications
have rarely been on the agenda of con-
ferences discussing ways of strengthen-
ing tiesbetween Armeniaandits Diaspora.

Perj Zeytuntsian, a Diaspora-born
Armenian novelist and playwright, de-
plored this situation during a roundtable
discussion in Yerevan last August. “We
must constantly hear friendly statements
like ‘“What the hell are you guys doing?
That's what is missing in the Diaspora,”
he complained.

“They really avoid publicly criticiz-
ing [the Armenian government],” said
Hovannisian. “Perhaps that is a conse-
guence of the genocide. We suffered so
many losses that we do not want to jeop-
ardizetheremaining small territory called
Armenia.”

“But we must not become a failed
state. If this state also fails, we will have
no future,” he added. “Aslong as our rul-
ersfail to realize that they are not on the
right track, that they must accept the
people’ swill, that they must allow politi-
cal freedoms, | won't be able to say that
therewill be positive changein thiscoun-
try.”

Forum On Genocide At The United Nations

Continued from page 1

focused on the psycho-socia aspects of
genocide, specifically stressing the need
for healing for the genocide survivors. She
dwelled upon compensation, restitution,
rehabilitation and commemoration as
some of the aspects imperative for re-
covery. Dr. Danieli also spoke of the im-
portant role the gachacha courts play in
the current reconciliation and recovery
efforts in Rwanda.

Mr. Mendez elaborated onthe UN’s
role in the prevention of genocide men-
tioning that he was guided by the 1948
Convention on the Prevention and Pun-
ishment of the Crime of Genocide. He
emphasized that four steps are important
in the prevention of future massacres:
protection of civilians, accountability,

humanitarian relief in all its aspects, in-
cluding social and medical, and preven-
tion of the underlying causes of conflict.
He underlined the importance of the civil
society ingenerating political will inplaces
where it lacks to step up the efforts to
prevent or stop genocidal policies. Mr.
Mendez spoke of the importance of pre-
vention and resolution of conflicts asthe
latter provide an environment conducive
to mass atrocities.

During abrief question and answer
session, a Turkish professor, participat-
ing at the Forum, made an unsuccessful
attempt to divert the discussion by mak-
ing commentsin the spirit of denial. Other
questions raised concerned the issues of
prevention of genocide and the problems
facing the children that have survived
genocide in Rwanda.

SenatelL egidation I ntroduced Opposing Railr oad
That BypassesArmenia

Continued from page 1
repeatedly said that a new codlly railway is
unnecessary given that arailroad linking Ar-
menia, Georgiaand Turkey dreedy exids. The
exiging Kars-Gyumri routeisinworking con-
dition and could be operationa withinweeks.
Senator Santorum has consistently
supported Armenianissues. Heisastrong
proponent of U.S. reaffirmation of the Ar-
menian Genocide and a cosponsor of S.

Res. 320, the Armenian Genocide resol u-
tion. In 2000, he also urged the Senate
Appropriations Subcommittee on Foreign
Operations to direct economic aid to Ar-
menia, to provide the timely delivery of
humanitarian assistance to Nagorno
Karabakh and maintain Section 907 of the
Freedom Support Act. Santorum cur-
rently serves on the powerful Senate Fi-
nance Committee and is Chairman of the

Times Squar e Genocide Commemor ation
Emphasizes“ RemembranceAnd Beyond”

By Florence Avakian

NEW Y ORK -- Mariam Dingilianis
al4-year old eighth graderin New York’s
Professional Children’s School. When she
wasinthesixth grade, her paternal grand-
mother, Louise Dingilian, asurvivor from
Ordu, told her some stories of her child-
hood. Thoughthey werecarefully worded
for a youngster, Mariam still used to get
“very upset, and cried because my grand-
parents went through so much. She
didn’t want to tell me what she had suf-
fered, but it seemed whenever she spoke
to me about it, she started crying. We
both got very emational.”

Thisarticulate and intelligent young
lady, daughter of Edward and Peggy
(Mehagian) Dingilian, is symboalic of the
devastating burden that is borne by gen-
erations of young Armenians whose
grandparentsand great grandparentslived
to tell the horrors they experienced dur-
ing the Armenian Genocide. Some have
never been able to talk about it.

215" ANNUAL TIMES SQUARE
COMMEMORATION

On Sunday, April 23, at New York's
famed Times Square, the 21% annual
Genocide commemorationwill takeplace,
sponsored by the Knights and Daughters
of Vartan. The theme this year stresses
not only the importance of remembering
this monumental tragedy, but also focus-
ing on actions for the future.

A singular aspect of thisis the ef-
fect that it has had, and is having on sec-
ond and third generation Armenians. “My
grandmother told me that she was de-
ported when shewas only 13 monthsold,
and that her mother gave her camel’smilk
tosurvive. Oncel had adream of grand-
mother Louise going on the deportation,”
Mariamrelates. “My grandmother’sstep-
father saved her and her brother, and she
went to a Catholic French school. Her
French was so good that she eventually
taught it in the New York public high
school system.”

What upsets Mariam today is that
is not only “educated professors’ deny
the Genocide, but also that “everyonein
school knows about the Holocaust, but
they know nothing about the Genocide.”
Last year, while she was a student at
Fieldston, a highly rated private school,
she had the occasion to meet the grand-
daughter of New York Attorney General
Robert Morgenthau - grandson of Am-
bassador Henry Morgenthau, U.S. Am-
bassador to Turkey during the Genocide,
and who sent daily cables detailing the
atrocities to the American government.
“She was the only student who knew
about the Genocide. | wish they could
teach it in school, but it's a touchy sub-
ject,” Mariam says.

“Whenever people ask mewhat my
ethnic background is, | say Armenian. |
will never deny who | am. | couldn’t be
alivewithout being Armenian. | feel very
passionate about the Armenian culture.”
Currently she is learning Armenian, in
addition to French and Chinese.

Genocide survivors in Mariam’s

family include her paternal grandfather
Dikran Dingilian from Boursa, and her
maternal great grandparents, Avak Stephen
Mehagian. from Hadjin, and Mary
Mathilda Haigazian from Konya whose
father Armenag Haigazian along with the
Philibosian family founded Haigazian Col-
legein Beirut. Whileat Fieldston, Mariam
did adocumentary on Haigazian College,
Armenag Haigazian and the Genocide.

When asked how shefeelsabout the
Turks, she replies, “There is a fine line
between the government and the people,
just the way there is today on the Iraq
war.

It's important that people know
what happened. It has to be acknowl-
edged much more. | don’t carry a bur-
den, but whenever | see situations where
people suffer, | connect with them, and |
want to help.”

TRAUMA  TRANSMITTED
THROUGH GENERATIONS

Shake Topalian, a daughter of a
survivor, and a New York psychoana-
lyst who has treated many of these
Armenian-Americans, says that “even
though the pain is less than with the
survivors, the trauma is still continu-
ing with the second, third, and even
fourth generations. Trauma that has
not been worked through, gets frag-
mented and comes out in other ways,
especially in women who are respon-
siblefor nurturing. They don’t have a
life of their own.” Sherecallsthat her
father was “ a daredevil who acted out
his trauma”, while her mother was
depressed.

Dr. Haigaz Gregorian, a professor
of Clinical Psychology who with Dr.
Levon Boygjian, has spent many years
looking into the mental health of survi-
vors, recallsthat asayoungster, he dreamt
of holding onto to his mother and run-
ning with her to get out of the desert in
the deportation. “Children know more
on some level, and they dream or act it
out. When a child in a survivor family
was upset, they often didn’t receive com-
passion from the parents who sometimes
scolded themwith, * You didn’t go through
the Genocide’. Families developed their
own defense mechanisms, he points out.
“One of the ways people coped was to
idealize asmartyrsthosewho werekilled,.
We are all traumatized on different lev-
els”

Dr. Gregorian's father lost his first
wife and two sons in the Genocide, and
his mother lost her first husband and two
children. Hisparentsmet in arefugee camp
in lrag. “My father was generally cheer-
ful because he had been a gamavor
(fighter), but my mother was quiet and
serious’, he recalls.

All who attend the Times Square
commemoration will have their own per-
sonal remembrances of this tragedy, and
the effect it has had on their own lives.
It'scrucial to be present and stand together
on Sunday April 23 to show theworld that
though this tragedy will never be forgot-
ten, theArmenian people have survived and
have made great contributions.

Senate Republican Conference where he
directs the communi cations operations of
the Senate Republicans and is the third-
ranking member of the leadership.
Hiscolleague, Senator Menendez, is
alongstanding advocate of the Armenian-
American community and a widely re-

spected voice on foreign policy. During
his tenure in the House of Representa
tives, Menendez helped secure robust
U.S. humanitarian, technical and devel-
opmental assistance for Armenia, while
continuing to push for sustained humani-
tarian aid to Nagorno Karabakh.
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Yes, | wish to subscribeto

Massis Weekly

Enclosed a check for (oneyear) * $50,00 for USA
* $60,00 (second class), $ 75,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.
* $85,00 (second class), $ 125,00 (Air Mail) Over seas.

Name; -----------------

Address; ---------m-m--

City: --------- Sate:---
Country:

WAHIB’S MIDDLE EAST RESTAURANT
“Where the East Meets the West”

MEDITERRANEAN - LEBANESE FOOD

BANQUET HALL

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT

NAZO,VARTAN,AMIR &
SINGER MUHAMMAD

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS
TEL 626-281-1006 626-587-1048
FAX 626-281-3641

910 E. MAIN ALHAMBRA, CA

EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT INTERNATIONAL & ARABIC SHOW

BELLY DANCING

PHOTO/CONCEPT-J/D-2005 TEL (6260 795-4493
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Jessica Demirdjian
Realtor

Prudential

California Realty

8878 Hibert Street

San Diega, CA. 92131

Bus 858 653-6400 Fax 858 653-6440
Cell 519 846-7738 jessicad@prusd.com
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