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M ediator sAgain UrgeAr menia,Azer baijan
ToCut Karabakh Deal

International mediators have re-
newed their calls for Armenia and
Azerbaijan to sign up to their proposed
framework agreement to end the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict before the
end of this year.

In their second statement in less
than two weeks circulated |ate Monday,
the American, French and Russian co-
chairs of the OSCE Minsk Group again
urged the presidents of the two countries
to display the “political will” for mutual
compromise.

“TheCo-Chairscontinuetobelieve
that the proposal s devel oped through the
past two years of negotiations hold the
best potential for achieving a just and
lasting settlement of the conflict,” they
said. “They strongly believethatitisnow
time for the two Presidents to take the
initiativefor achieving abreakthroughin
the settlement process based on these
principles, and they stand ready to assist
the parties to conclude an agreement if
the Presidentsindicate they are prepared
to do so.”

“Although no additional meetings
between the sides under the auspices of
the Co-Chairsare planned for theimme-
diate future, they will be ready to reen-
gage if the parties decide to pursue the
talks with the political will that has thus
far been lacking,” added the mediators.

They already madesimilar callsina

statement that was submitted to the
OSCE's decision-making Permanent
Council in Vienna on June 22 and made
public last week. That statement for the
first timeofficially disclosed the essence
the peace deal drawn up by the Minsk
Group.

The mediating troika reiterated its
key pointsinthefollow-up communiqué;
“The principles are based on the rede-
ployment of Armenian troops from
Azerbaijani territories around Nagorno-
Karabakh, with special modalities for
Kelbgjar and Lachindistricts(includinga
corridor between Armeniaand Nagorno-
Karabakh), demilitarization of those ter-
ritories, and a referendum or population
vote — at a date and in a manner to be
decided through further negotiations —
to determine the final legal status of
Nagorno-Karabakh.”

The Minsk Group’s U.S. co-chair,
Matthew Bryza, told RFE/RL late last
month that he and his French and Rus-
sian counterpartshave decided to take“ a
bit of a pause throughout the summer” to
see whether Aliev and Kocharian have
thepolitical will to make* tough compro-
mises.” Themediatorsnow see* no sense
in us trying to arrange another round of
presidential meetings,” he said.

Full text of statement by the Minsk
Group co-chairs on page 2

K arabakh War VetsReg ect Armenian
L and Concessions

A group of prominent Armenian
veteransof thewar in Nagorno-K arabakh
on Tuesday warned Armenia's leader-
ship against returning any territory to
Azerbaijan, saying that would be tanta-
mount to high treason.

In a statement which they claimed
was signed by some two thousand rank-
and-file veterans, the former field com-
manders warned that the authorities in
Y erevan will earn the “status of Turkish
occupiers with al consequences stem-
ming from that” if they agreeto liberate
any of the seven Azerbaijani districts
surrounding Karabakh. “At this critical

Veteransof Karabakhwar duringtheir
pressconference

moment weareurging all patrioticforces
touniteand defend our endangered home-

Continued on page4

Armenian M edia, RightsGroupsDemand
Arman Babajanian’sRelease

YEREVAN -- Armenia’s leading
newspapers, media associations and hu-
man rightsgroupsexpressed seriouscon-
cern on Wednesday about the arrest of
the editor of an independent newspaper
critical of the government and said he
must be set free pending trial.

In ajoint statement published by
their papers, the editors of “Azg,”
“Aravot,” “Chorrord Ishkhanutyun,”
“168 Zham,” “lravunk,” “Haykakan
Zhamanak,” and“ Taregir” saidthey have
reason to believe that the case against
Arman Babajanian of “Zhamanak
Yerevan” ispolitically motivated.

Babajanian, 30, wasdetainedin his
office June 26 and was charged with

L L I

forging personal documents to avoid

Continued on page4

CatholicosK arekin || FacingProsecution InTurkey
For Urging GenocideRecognition

Turkish prosecutorshavelaunched
a criminal investigation into Catholicos
Karekin |1's calls for Turkey to recog-
nizethe 1915 masskillingsof Armenians
in the Ottoman Empire as genocide, it
emerged on Thursday.

Ending afive-day visit to Istanbul
on Sunday, the head of the Armenian
ApostolicChurchsaidtheArmeniangeno-

quiry was launched after a written com-
plaintlodged by anassociationof Turkish
nationalist lawyers. Members of the as-
sociation were reportedly among a small
number of people who staged daily pro-
testslast week againstCatholicosK arekin
II's presence in Istanbul.

Catholicos Karekin 1l would be
prosecuted, in absentia, under a highly

cideisafact that can
not be disputed by
the Turkish govern-
ment and scholars.

Text of Press Conference by His
HolinessKarekin |1
on page 3

controversial article
of the Turkish crimi-
na code that has al-
ready been applied

“For our people, the
Genocide is not amatter for research —it
isareality of fact that happened, which
must be recognized,” he told a news
conferencethere. “That (recognition) is
naturally the desired option, but a nega-
tive position can aso be taken on this
issue.”

The Turkish Cihan news agency
reported that the prosecutor’s office in
I stanbul believesthat CatholicosK arekin
Il thereby “denigrated Turkishness’ and
are considering bringing relevant crimi-
nal charges against him. It said the in-

against writer Orhan
Pamuk and other prominent Turkish in-
tellectuals who have questioned official
Ankara s vehement denial of the geno-
cide. The European Union, which has
condemned the high-profile case against
Pamuk, is pushing for the abolition of the
clause.

CatholicosKarekinll hadarrivedin
Turkey on June 20 at theinvitation of the
Istanbul-based Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew | and the spiritual leader of
thelocal Armeniancommunity, Patriarch
Mesrob 1.

NomineeFor U.S. Envoy ToOArmeniaRefusesTo Call
1915 Ottoman Action ‘Genocide’

U.S. senatorsfailedto persuadethe
nominee for U.S. ambassador to Arme-
nia to describe the deaths of 1.5 million
Armenians last century as “genocide.”

"1 have not received any kind of
written instruction about this,” Ambas-
sador-designateRichard E. Hoagland said
Wednesday. “1 simply have studied the
president’spolicy. I’ ve studied the back-
ground papers on the policy. And my
responsibility is to support the presi-
dent.”

The Bush administration does not
guestion that Turkish troopsin the dying
days of the Ottoman Empire killed or
drove from their homes 1.5 million Ar-
meniansstartingin1915. Inapresidential
message on the 91st anniversary April
24, President GeorgeW. Bushcalledit“a
terrible chapter of history” that “remains
a source of pain for people in Armenia
andfor all thosewho believein freedom,
tolerance and the dignity and value of
every human life.” Asin previous such
messages, he omitted using the word

Ambassador-designateRichard Hoagland

“genocide” to describe what happened.

Bush is ordering home the current
ambassador in Yerevan, John Evans,
two years into the normal three-year

Continued on page?2

USSenateAppropriationsCommitteeApproves
$58 Million EconomicAid For Armenia

WASHINGTON, DC - The full
Senate Appropriations Committee
hasvoted to cut economic assistance to
the Republic of Armenia in the Fiscal
Y ear (FY) 2007 Foreign Operationsbill.
Whiletheaidlevel isequal totheoverall
budget request of $58 million, the Free-
dom Support Act (FSA) account was
sharply decreased to $34.2 million, more
thanhalf of last yearsenactedlevel of $75
million.

In contrast, the House approved
bill for FY 2007 provides $62 millionin

FSA.

In a positive development, initial
reports indicate that the Senate Appro-
priations Committee reinstated military
aidparity between Armeniaand Azerbaijan
for FY 2007. Thelegidation, whichallo-
cates $4.29 million in military financing
tobothcountries, signalsthat Azerbaijan's
continued war rhetoric is not welcome
and is in fact counterproductive.

With this funding, both countries

Continued on page4
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Satement By The Minsk Group Co-Chairs

Moscow, Washington, Paris, July 3, 2006

Taking into account recent speculation about the basic principles for a
peaceful settlement of the NK conflict proposed to both parties by the Minsk
Group Co-Chairs, it is necessary to make the following clarification. On June 22
the Minsk Group Co-Chairs reported to the OSCE Permanent Council on the
results of the past months of negotiations between the sides on the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict. They reported on their intensive mediation activities over the
past seven months aimed at achieving agreement on the basic principles for a
settlement. These included three visits of the Co-Chairs to Baku and Y erevan,
three times together and several more times separately, two meetings of the
Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Armenia and Azerbaijan, and two summits
between Presidents Kocharian and Aliyev, first in Rambouillet in February and
then in Bucharest in early June. In addition, ajoint Mission of Representatives of
the Co-Chair countries at the Deputy Foreign Minister level traveled to theregion
in May. Throughout their mediation efforts, the Co-Chairs stressed, as always,
the belief of their nations and of the international community that the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict can beresolved in no other way than a peaceful one. They also
stressed the need for the leaders of Armenia and Azerbaijan to prepare their
publics for peace and not for war.

Themediation efforts of the Co-Chairsresulted in the proposal to Presidents
Aliyev and Kocharian of aset of fair, balanced, and workable core principlesthat
could pave theway for the two sidesto draft afar-reaching settlement agreement.
Theprinciplesare based onthe redepl oyment of Armeniantroopsfrom Azerbaijani
territories around Nagorno-Karabakh, with special modalities for Kelbajar and
Lachin districts (including a corridor between Armeniaand Nagorno-K arabakh),
demilitarization of those territories, and areferendum or population vote — at a
date and in a manner to be decided through further negotations — to determine
the final legal status of Nagorno-Karabakh. Deployment of an international
peacekeeping force and a joint commission for implementation of the agreement
would be established, and international assistance would be made available for
demining, reconstruction, and resettlement of internally displaced personsin the
formerly occupied territories and the war-affected regions of Nagorno-K arabakh.
Certain interim arrangements for Nagorno-K arabakh would allow for interaction
with providers of international assistance. The sides would renounce the use or
threat of use of force, and international and bilateral security guarantees and
assurances would be put in place. Regarding the vote to determine the future
status of Nagorno-Karabakh, the Co-Chairs stressed that suitable pre-conditions
for such a vote would have to be achieved so that the vote would take placein a
non-coercive environment in which well-informed citizens have had ample
opportunity to consider their positions after avigorous debatein the public arena.

Unfortunately, at their most recent meeting in Bucharest the Presidents did
not reach agreement on these principles. The Co-Chairs continue to believe that
the proposal s devel oped through the past two years of negotiations hold the best
potential for achieving ajust and lasting settlement of the conflict. They strongly
believethat itisnow timefor thetwo Presidentsto taketheinitiativefor achieving
abreakthrough in the settlement process based on these principles, and they stand
ready to assist the parties to conclude an agreement if the Presidentsindicate they
are prepared to do so. Although no additional meetings between the sides under
the auspices of the Co-Chairs are planned for the immediate future, they will be
ready to reengage if the parties decide to pursue the talks with the political will
that has thus far been lacking.

NomineeFor U.S. Envoy TOArmenia

Continued frompagel

diplomaticterm. Inannouncing hisrecall
last month, the White House gave no
reason and praised Evansfor hisservice.
Last Sunday was his second anniversary
in the Armenian capital. In February
2005, Evans told Armenian-Americans,
“The Armenian genocide was the first
genocide of the 20th century.”

Sixty members of the House of
Representatives sent aletter to Secretary
of State Condol eezzaRiceprotestingthat
Evans was being punished for his refer-
ence to “genocide.” In a separate letter,
Democratic Senators Edward Kennedy
and John Kerry of Massachusetts de-
manded an explanation from Rice for
Evans' recall.

Senator George Allen, a Virginia
Republican who presided over
Wednesday’s confirmation hearing for
Hoagland before the Senate Foreign Re-
lationsCommittee, recalledremarksmade
by Adolf Hitler on the eve of World War
[1. Allen referred to an August 1939
meeting between the Nazi leader and his
generals, some of whom protested that
theworld would not stand for the slaugh-
ter of civilians during the coming war.
Allen paraphrased Hitler: “Who remem-

bers the Armenians”

Another Republican senator, Norm
Coleman of Minnesota, told Hoagland
that the State Department was putting
him in a difficult position. “It's amost
absurd to sit here and you can't utter the
word genocide. The president’s state-
ment that he issues every year is a de-
scription of genocide,” Coleman said.

He said former President Ronald
Reagan spoke of the Armenian genocide
in an official proclamation in 1981, and
even Bush used the word in 2000, when
he was governor of Texas and cam-
paigning for president. “Now we have
ambassadors who can't say, use aword,
just aword,” Coleman said. “But words
havemeaning. Wordshavemeaning, and
it saysto the people, "I understand what
you've been through.”’

"I fully agree that the events that
occurred in 1915 and following were of
historic proportions, as | said, well-docu-
mented, horrific, horrifying,” ssidHoagland,
whoiscurrently theambassador to Tgjikistan.
He quoted Senator Paul Sarbanes, aMary-
land Democrat, who read a statement about
thedtuation, that" hundredsof valleys(were)
devastated, no family untouched. It was
higtoric. It was a tragedy, everyone fully
agrees with that, sr.”

Nagor no-K arabakh:

OSCE CatchesRegion Off Guard

By Robert Parsons

Inaninterviewwith RFE/RL onJune
22, the U.S. official tasked with mediating
peace talks on the Nagorno-Karabakh en-
claveindicatedheandfellow diplomatshad
done as much as they could to foster a
peace agreement between Armenia and
Azerbaijan. Matthew Bryza, who serves
together with French and Russian co-
chairs to the OSCE Minsk Group, dis-
closed details about the framework agree-
ment onthetableand saiditwastimefor the
countries leadership to summon the “po-
litical will” necessary to achieve aresolu-
tion. Bryzamay have hoped his comments
would push both sidestoward breaking the
deadlock. But thetwo sides seem no closer
to an agreement.

It wasn't what Matthew Bryzasaid
that caught Yerevan and Baku off bal-
ance.

The surprise was that the OSCE
had gone public.

PrinciplesAt Stake

Bryza scommentsrevea edtheout-
line of the core principles under discus-
sion. They also revealed the Minsk
Group’ sdeepening frustration at thefail-
ure of the two sidesto make concessions
more than a decade after negotiations
began.

Theremay havebeen hopeBryza's
statement and a Minsk Group statement
issued the same day would provoke a
more open debate in Armenia and
Azerbaijan on the future of Nagorno-
Karabakh.

If so, the OSCE mediatorsmay have
been disappointed by the initial flurry of
mutual recrimination and blame between
the two sides — including a bellicose
statementfrom A zerbaijani President l1ham
Aliyev, who said international efforts on
the talks were “hopeless’ and raised the
possibility of amilitary solution.

In a follow-up interview on June
28, RFE/RL asked Bryza if he was sur-
prised by Aliyev’s statement.

"Those statements have been more
commonplace than they ought to be, and
I’d stand by what | said last Thursday, on
June22, thattalk about recapturingK arabakh
by force, or any use of force by any party,
issmply not helpful,” Bryzasaid. “ It snot
necessary, becausethereisaviableframe-
work onthetablethat justrequiresalittlebit
more political courage on both sides to
forge a compromise. Though | stand by
what | said — it's not helpful.”

Not helpful — and surely not even
aviableoptionfor Azerbaijan, whoseoil-
based economic recovery is dependent
on stability intheregion.

Meek Group No More

The Minsk Group, which in the
past hasplayed aquietly supportiveback-
ground role, has a blunt new message:
It'stime for all parties to the dispute to
takeresponsibility for finding asolution.

As mediators, Bryza says, the co-
chairs feel they have done all that they
can do.

"What we're saying in the state-
ment is that there is no more room for
diplomatic creativity to make this piece
of metal shinealittle bit more brightly,”
Bryzasaid. “It's honed and you have to
decide whether you want it or not. The
trade-offsthat would havetobe madeare
so significant politically that it requires

the head of state to make the trade-off.
So we're saying OK, it's yours now.”

Butisanyonelistening?Theba | may
beinBakuandY erevan’ scourt, but neither
side appears interested in concession.

Oneof themain pointsof disputeis
over the terms of areferendum to deter-
mine the final status of the enclave.

Azerbaijan says the form of the
referendum has yet to be decided.

But Armenian Foreign Minister
Vardan Oskanian stirred controversy this
week when he claimed Bryza said the
status of the enclave would be deter-
mined by itscurrent popul ation— which
overwhelmingly comprises ethnic Ar-
menians.

Thisis not a conclusion supported
by the Minsk Group statement.

TomdeWaal, an English expert on
the region, says many crucial guestions
remain about a potential referendum.

"|s this going to be a referendum
just of thecurrent popul ation of Karabakh,
whichis99 percent Armenian?lsitgoing
to be a referendum of the prewar popu-
lation of Karabakh, which was 25 per-
cent Azerbaijani? Or isthisgoingto bea
referendum for the whole population of
Azerbaijan?’ DeWaal asked. “ So |l think
this idea of a referendum was possibly
good to begin with, but people are now
beginning to ask much more difficult
guestions about the details.”

Road To Peace

The Minsk Group says its has
adopted a slow-but-steady approach
aimed and building trust on the way to a
lasting peace.

But none of this will be possible,
they say, while the two sides continue to
present the issues in mutually exclusive
black-and-white terms rather than pre-
paring their publics for the concessions
inherent in a peaceful settlement.

For now, however, de Waal says he
sees very little robust discussion of the
issue.

"I don't really see much discussion
at al when| travel totheregion,” DeWaa
said. “I don't see anyone in public in
Azerbaijansayingthemostimportant thing
isto solvethisthing peacefully evenif this
means very painful compromise. And |
don't seethat onthe Armenian side, either.
When they say they want agreement, what
they are redly saying is that they want
victory. And of course you don't get com-
plete victory in apeace process— you get
half avictory, you get a compromise.”

Official Ambition

The issue is also complicated by
the fact that Karabakh officials them-
selves are eager to play agreater rolein
the negotiations.

Speaking thisweek in Washington,
the speaker of the Nagorno-Karabakh
parliament, Ashot Ghulian, saidincluding
enclave officials as a party in the peace
process would “restore the correct for-
mat of negotiations and neutralize accu-
sations of Armenia as an aggressor and
[diminish] thetendency inregional policy
toisolate Armenia.”

For al partiesinvolved, timefor a
quick breakthrough is running out. The
window of opportunity in 2006 brought
by the current pause in electoral activity
inArmeniaand Azerbaijanisrapidly clos-
ing. The next election-free year would
come only in 2009.
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PressConferenceby HisHolinessKarekin |1 At the

Armenian Patriarchateof Constantinople, Turkey
25 June 2006

The moderator of the press confer-
encewasMs. Luiz Bakar, spokesman for
the Armenian Patriarchate of
Congtantinople. HisBeatitudeArchbishop
Mesrob Mutafian, Armenian Patriarch of
Constantinopleintroduced HisHoliness.

His Beatitude Mesrob Mutafian:
Welcome, dear friends. HisHolinesshas
allocated one half hour from hisitinerary
for today to be with you. Heishere on
apontifical visit uponthejoint invitation
of the Greek Patriarch and the Armenian
Patriarch of Constantinople. He will be
with us until June 27. Prior to his visit,
a number of strange news stories ap-
peared in various media and news out-
lets, which caused us amazement. The
articles had stated that the Armenian
community and the Patriarchate were
anxious with this visit; however there
was no such unease in the community.
Up until this point, the visit has been
progressing as planned. The first two
days of the visit, the Catholicos was the
guest of the Greek Patriarch, according
to their itinerary; thereafter we visited
Armenian churches and the sites and
museums of | stanbul together. Sinceour
timeislimited, | request that there be no
repetitions of questions. You may now
ask any questions which you desire.

Question: Your Holiness, you
are here as the guest of the Greek
Patriarch. He is making efforts di-
rected at bringing the two Churches
closer. What is your opinion on this
and what will be the steps you imple-
ment?

His Holiness Karekin Il: We are
visiting Constantinople upon the invita-
tion of the Armenian Patriarch and the
Greek Ecumenica Patriarch. We have
comeonapontifical visittotheArmenian
Patriarchate of Constantinopleand afra-
ternal visit to the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate. As part of our visit (with the Ecu-
menical Patriarch), there were meetings
between the clergy of our Churches,
where we discussed the theological and
dogmatic issues about which there has
been ongoing dialogue for quite a long
time; meetings have occurred and will
continue to take place. The purpose of
our visit to the Ecumenical Patriarchwas
the reinforcement and strengthening of
the brotherly ties between our sister
Churches, as well as the continuation of
the existing collaboration between our
Churches with a new spirit and new
warmth.

Question: During your meeting
with the Governor of Istanbul, you
stated that you are pleased with the
regular (airline) flights between
Yerevan and | stanbul, however simi-
lar steps must continue. What do
mean by “steps’?

His Holiness Karekin 11: We ex-
pressed our satisfaction that Yerevan-
Istanbul flights occur regularly. Asyou
are aware, our country —the Republic of
Armenia—isinclinedtoimproverelations
with Turkey, and we are certain that asa
result (of those improved relations) we
will find solutions. We shall be able to
concurrently search for and find solu-
tions to the issues that exist in the rela-
tionship between our two peoples, one
examplebeing theissue of the Genocide,
of which you are aware.

Question: As you just men-
tioned, the issue of the Genocide ex-

ists between Turkey and Armenia.
We, meaning the opinion of Turkish
society, are not limited by the Arme-

nians of Armenia. We see three
groups of Armenians. Diaspora, Ar-
menians of Turkey, and Armenia.
What are your thoughts? During
these deliberations, whom must Tur-
key consider? And the Armenians,
whom do they consider —the Turkish
government or...? Asyou know, this
issue is being discussed in certain
Turkish intellectual circles. In dif-
ferent universities, specifically the
University of Bilgi, thisissue has been
discussed during different symposia
where the Armenian Patriarch
Mutafian was also present. Taking
theafor ementionedintoconsider ation,
| want to ask two questions. Who
must represent the Turkish and Ar-
menian sides and what steps must be
taken? And the second question, how
do you evaluate the atmosphere of
demaocratic debate in Turkey?

HisHolinessKarekinll: Weareone
people; dispersed throughout the world.
However, we are a people that have
statehood. Andnaturally, the Republic of
Turkey can discuss theseissues and find
solutions with the Republic of Armenia.
For 90 years, the issue of the Genocide
has been researched by the academics of
the world, and manifold volumes have
been written. For our people, the Geno-
cideis not a matter for research —itisa
reality of fact that happened, which must
be recognized. That (recognition) is
naturally the desired option, but a nega-
tive position can also be taken on this
issue.

If academic conferencesin Turkey
areintendedto present theactuality of the
Genocideto Turkish society, thenit shall
be possible to welcomethem. If they are
politically motivated, to further the posi-
tion of denial, naturally that won't havea
positiveinfluenceonresolvingthisissue.
We are satisfied to see that in the life of
Turkish society, within democratization
processes, people are speaking and re-
flecting on the issue of the Genocide
during the First World War to a certain
extent.

Question: During his meeting
with the governor of Istanbul, the
Catholicos stated, “ A certain amount
of progress is noticeable in Turkish
society. If necessary steps are taken,
everything can be much better.”
These words were translated by (Ar-
menian Patriarch) Mutafian. What is
lacking in the life of Turkish society
and what did you have in mind?

HisHolinessKarekinll: Duringour
conversation with the governor, we have
said that weare pleased, that inthelife of

ethnic and religious minorities, as it re-
lates to the Armenian Apostolic Church
and the Ecumenical Patriarchate, some
concerns are receiving their positive so-
lutions. We can see that for many de-
cades, it was impossible to renovate the
(headquarters of the) Patriarchate, and
today we seeit restored. Permission has
been granted, and churches are being
repaired. However, we noted that there
are a certain number of other concerns,
theresolution of whichwould benefit the
greater strengthening of community life.
For example, among these issues are
property rights and organizational mat-
ters for educational activities.

Question: TheCatholicosstated
that the two states must discuss the
issue of the Genocide. However in
recent times, discussionswere held in
Turkey when two Armenians of Tur-
key participated, among them Hrant
Dink. The law which was being de-
bated in France, whereby the deniers
of the Genocide would be held crimi-
nallyliable,wasopposed by nineTurk-
ish intellectuals who sent a letter to
France. They asserted that express
ing a viewpoint about the Genocide
must not have consequences. Thisis
one example of the fact that Turkey
and Armenia are not alone in debat-
ing this issue, and that there are
other states, which make decisionsin
their parliaments about the Geno-
cide. In this regard, the issue as
sumed an international character.
What isyour opinion? Isit correct for
other states to be drawn into this
matter?

HisHolinessKarekinll: Genocide
against any nationisnot limitedtothelife
or borders of one people. Genocide does
not recognize ethnicity. Genocide enve-
lopesall of mankind. Andfor that reason,
when similar actions are being commit-
ted in any corner of the world, statesand
nations raise their voices in condemna-
tion, to prevent similar incidents in the
lifeof mankind. Only inthismanner will
it be possible to keep mankind free from
similar tragedies.

Regarding thefirst part of theques-
tion, that should only Turkey and Arme-
niabe concerned with thisissue, wewish
tofurther clarify that the Armenian people
have statehood. But the issue concerns
all Armenians. Armenians dispersed
throughout theworld. Every singleindi-
vidual Armenian. However thebody that
represents the rights of the nation, and
guaranteesthoserights, obviously, isthe
state.

Question: The Catholicos says
that the issue of the Genocide for
Armenian society isnot onethat needs
research, rather it is reality. Does
this position not obstruct the resolu-
tion of this issue, perhaps, since the
Turkish side continues to deny the
Genocide? In other words, is it not
possible to study the Genocide?

His Holiness Karekin Il:  Obvi-
oudly, if Turkey denies(the Genocide), it
isimpossibleto resolvethisissue. If the
factsare present, then what’ sthe pointin
discussing the necessity to debate the
facts? There must be the will to record,
confirm and accept the facts.

Question: What do you propose
as a way of resolving this issue?

HisHolinessKarekinll: Webelieve
that as many states and countries have
done, Turkey also has the capability to
conduct the corresponding studies, and
add its name to that list of many coun-

tries, by recognizingthe Armenian Geno-
cide. Armenia has never held similar
deliberations with any of the other coun-
trieswho haverecognized and condemned
the Armenian Genocide. Because the
facts exist, they can be studied, and
based upon those facts, a decision and
position can be made. This cannot be or
be proposed to be an issue which neces-
sitates discussions.

Question: You say that to keep
humanity free from the repetition of
similar sorrows, that they must be
studied and accepted. But have you
ever made a statement regarding the
events taking place in Iraq, which is
very close to both Turkey and Arme-
nia? Asyou are aware, the interven-
tion of the United Statesof Americais
present there. What do you think
about this, and what are you doing
about it?

His Holiness Karekin II: We asa
Church, expressour voice of indignation
on every occasion when ahand is raised
against the greatest treasure of God's
creation — human life.

Question: You visited the semi-
nary on thelsland of Halki. What are
you thoughts, since that seminary is
not operating at present?

HisHolinessKarekinll: | ampleased
withtheprocessof democrati zationwhich
is taking place today in the Republic of
Turkey. And| amcertainthatintime, all
thoseissueswill find their positive solu-
tions.

Question: Didyou likelstanbul?

HisHoliness Karekin II: We have
not had the opportunity to see Istanbul.
But inthese past few days, we mentioned
in our remarksthat in Istanbul, there are
many valuable and beautiful buildings,
churches, etc. However, the most valu-
able, the most beautiful for me is our
people, our community, for whom we
areconducting our Pontifical Visit. Hav-
ing this as our primary concern, natu-
rally, wehaveallocatedall of our timefor
the strengthening of the spiritual life of
our peopleand to thework of reinforcing
their faith. Nevertheless, | am certain
that another opportunity will be created,
andweshall beableto havethenecessary
amount of time to see the sights of
Istanbul. For example, yesterday, we
were ableto visit the Dolmabahce palace
museum and the Hagia Sophia, which
greatly impressed us.

Question: Thereisareport that
you desired to pray when at the Hagia
Sophia, but wer e prohibited from do-
ing so.

HisHolinessKarekinll: Wearenot
aware of any such occurrence.

Question: From thefirst day of
your visit, there have been protest
demonstrations. What do you think
about this?

HisHoliness Karekin I1: The pro-
test demonstrations in no way affected
neither our mood nor our mission. We
would prefer that there be no place for
similar demonstrationsintherelationship
between our two peoples. We are des-
tinedtolivesideby sideasneighbors, and
therefore it is necessary to cultivate,
educate and nurture appropriate rel ation-
ships between neighboring peoples. | am
convinced that in my next trip, wewon't
see similar demonstrations or expres-
sions. Andevenif thereareprotestssuch
asthese, we must understand that we still
have work to do, both of us together, to

Continued on page4
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United Armenian SudentsWalk To Protest Genocide
TripWill EndInWashington,D.C.

GLENDALE -- A procession of
about 20 people marched from Los
Angeles City Hall to La Cafada
Flintridge Tuesday in the first leg of a
journey to Washington, D.C., to pro-
test genocide and raise awareness of
the problem.

The Journey for Humanity is a
3,000-mile coast-to-coast march that
the nonprofit group, United Armenian
Students organized to recognize past
genocides, honor their victims and
hopefully prevent future crimesagainst
humanity.

“We're trying to show to our
society that genocide is the greatest
crime against humanity,” the march’'s
project director, 30-year-old Vahe
Abovian, said when he and fellow stu-
dents stopped for lunch at Verdugo
Park Tuesday asthey marched through
Glendale.

Two years of research and plan-
ning went into the Journey for Human-
ity, said Abovian, a Glendale resident.
The Western and Eastern Dioceses of

the Armenian Church of America and
the Armenian Assembly of America
worked with United Armenian Students
on the project.

Although all the participants so
far are Armenian, Abovian stressed that
the journey isto raise awareness of all
genocide, not only the 1915 Armenian
Genocide in which 1.5 million Arme-
nianswerekilled by the Ottoman-Turks.

For the next five months, walkers
will proceed across America, address-
ing schools, leading ralliesand sending
letters to politicians urging them to
passavariety of resolutionsaddressing
genocide.

Once in Washington, D.C., they
will meet with various dignitaries and
appear before Congress. Abovian is
hoping marchers will be able to meet
with President George W. Bush.

Whilethe Armenian genocidewas
the catalyst for the formation of the
group, its members hope to fight all
such crimes against humanity.

Glendale News Press

TheArmenian GenocideToAir OnFrench TV

NEW YORK -- The Armenian
Genocide, by Andrew Goldberg, which
received international critical acclaim
andairednationally onPBSintheUShas
been licensed to PLANETE Television
in France (www.planete.tm.fr) for na-
tional broadcast. It was also licensed to
Swedish Television. Airdates for both
networks have not yet been announced.

The film received extraordinary
reviews and coverage in almost every
major newspaper in the US including
The New York Times where it was
described as powerful adding that it
honors the victims of the Genocide. It
was also covered in the Wall Street
Journal, The LA Times, The Boston
Globe and countless others. The NJ Star
Ledger called it serious, literate and
ultimately heartbreaking. The Weekly
Standard described it as evocative and
visually rich. In addition the film has
soldinternationally to major networksin
Canada, Australia, Italy, Spain, Portu-
gal, Greece, Finland and other coun-
tries. Narrated by Julianna Margulies,
the film features additional narrations
from Ed Harris, Natalie Portman, Or-
lando Bloom, LauraLinney, Paul Rudd,
Jared Leto and others.

TheArmenian Genocideisthestory
of thefirst Genocide of the 20th century
when over amillion Armenians died at
the hands of the Ottoman Turks during
World War |. This unprecedented and
powerful one-hour documentary, sched-
uled to air April 17th on PBS, was
written, directed and produced by Emmy
Award-winning producer Andrew

Goldberg of Two Cats Productions, in
association with Oregon Public Broad-
casting.

Featuringinterviewswiththelead-
ing expertsin the field such as Pulitzer
Prize-winning author, Samantha Power,
and New York Times best-selling au-
thor, Peter Balakian, this film features
never-before-seen historical footage of
the events and key players of one of the
greatest untold stories of the 20th cen-
tury.

Filmed in the US, France, Ger-
many, Belgium, Turkey and Syria, the
program features discussions with
Kurdishand Turkish citizensinmodern-
day Turkey who speak openly about the
storiestold to them by their parents and
grandparents.

Two Cats Productions is a docu-
mentary production company in New
Y ork City led by Andrew Goldberg. His
televisioncreditsincludePBS, ABCNews,
E!, CNN, and countless others. In addi-
tion to documentaries, he has aso writ-
ten and produced commercials for such
companiesas Bell South, Sephora/Louis
Vuitton, AT& T and PetSmart. Goldberg
and Two Cats recent documentary pro-
ductions include, A Yiddish World Re-
membered for PBS which won an Emmy
in 2002, and The Armenians, A Story of
Survival, which aired on PBS stations
nationally in 2002 and was awarded the
CINE Golden Eagle.

Major Underwriters: Johnand Judy
Bedrosian, The Avanessians Family
Foundation, and TheManoogian-Simone
Foundation.

Armenian M edia, RightsGroupsDemand
Arman Babajanian’sRelease

Continued frompagel

compulsory military service in 2002.

In a statement issued from his
prison cell on Friday, Babajanian pre-
sented himself as a victim of “political
persecution” ordered by the “illegal re-
gime” governing Armenia.

Babajanian’ scolleaguesdemanded
that he at least be released from pre-trial

detention. They said the prosecutors
refusal to do so suggests that “the main
target of this‘show’ isnot military draft
dodgers but the heads of media not con-
trolled by the authorities.”

“My arrest and prosecution are
pursuing a sole goal: to muzzle an inde-
pendent and incorruptible media outlet
supporting the removal of theillegal re-
gimeandtheestablishment of alegitimate

PressConferenceby HisHolinessKarekin ||

Continued frompage3

exclude similar occurrences.

Question: During the
Eurovision competition, Turkey gave
10 points to Armenia. How do you
evaluate this fact?

His Holiness Karekin I1:
nothing negativein this.

Question: Isthisperhapsa step
forward on the part of Turkey?

HisHolinessKarekin|l: Of course,
it is a step, which must be positively
assessed. God willing, that this positive
course leads us to the resolution of the
fundamental issue.

Question: Although your visit
was not “official” in nature, you were
received by the governor of Istanbul.
An occurrence such has this has not
happened since 1961. What do you
think about this? Do you assesthisas

We see

apositivestep? Werethereany other
similar offers? If yes, then for what
reason did they not occur?

HisHolinessKarekinll: Werecog-
nize our meeting with the governor as a
display of hisappreciation for the Arme-
nian community, and their important
contributions and service to the life of
Turkish society. Wehave not had nor do
we have any objections to meeting with
any stateofficial, whether the suggestion
is made by our community or by any
other entity. There was the concept, at
one time, to organize a meeting with the
religiousleader of Turkey, but it became
unfeasible to bring it to fruition. The
reasons being that the congestion of our
itinerary for thistrip did not provide the
opportunity.

We express our thanks for this
meeting and for such an open discussion.
We wish you all the best.

US SenateAppropriationsCommittee Approves
$58Million EconomicAid For Armenia

Continued frompagel

will receive$3.5 millionin Foreign Mili-
tary Financing (FMF) and $790,000 in
International Military Education and
Training (IMET) funds. The money will
improve inter-operability between
Armenia smilitary and its Western part-
ners, upgrade Armenia’'s communica-
tion systems and better its personnel
training.

An additional $2 million was allo-

cated for Nonproliferation, Antiterror-
ism, Demining and Related Projects
(NADR) funding for Armenia.

The Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee also requested $5 million in hu-
manitarian and relief assistance to
Nagorno Karabakh.

Thenext stepinthelegidative pro-
cessisfor the full Senateto consider the
bill after which, the House and Senate
will reconcilethedifferencesinaconfer-
ence committee.

KarabakhWar VetsRe ect Armenian
L and Concessions

Continuedfrompagel

land,” they said.

None of the known signatories of
the statement is affiliated with the
Y erkrapah Union, the biggest and most
influential of groups uniting Karabakh
war veterans. The 'Y erkrapah leadership,
which isloyal to the Armenian govern-
ment, has not commented on the latest
Karabakh peaceinitiatives so far.

The angry statement was appar-
ently prompted by the publication of the
main principles of the most recent inter-
national plan to resolve the Karabakh
conflict, whichenvisagesArmenianwith-
drawal from at least six of the occupied
districts. The Lachin district, which
serves as the shortest overland link be-
tween Karabakh and Armenia, would
remain under Armenian control at least
until afuture referendum on the disputed
enclave's status. Official Yerevan has
largely accepted this plan.

“This is not mutual compromise,
this is a surrender,” said Manvel
Y eghiazarian, the former commander of
the now disbanded Arabo militia that

fought in the Karabakh war. He warned
that Robert Kocharian will beconsidered
a“traitor” and incur his and many other
veterans' ireif he signs such a deal.

“Twenty one fighters of Arabo went
missing on June 29, 1992 [and remain
unaccounted for]. What should | say totheir
mothers?’ Y eghiazarian told reporters.

“Nobody must dare surrender
those territories, whether he is a presi-
dent or aminister,” said Levon Sahakian
of the Independence Army, another
former paramilitary group. “Our broth-
ers died there and those lands are very
important for us.”

Y erevan's apparent acceptance of
the peace plan put forward by the OSCE
Minsk Group contrasts with serious res-
ervations expressed by the leadership of
Karabakh republic. Samvel Babayan, the
former wartime commander of the
Karabakh Armenian army, echoed
Stepanakert’s concerns in an interview
with RFE/RL last week, saying that the
plan is too risky for the Armenian side
because it calls for the return of
Azerbaijani refugees to Karabakh and
Lachin.

governmentinArmenia,” Babajanian said
in the statement released from his prison
cell.

In his brief statement, the editor
condemned Armenia’ sleadership. “1 am
willingly paying this price in the great
belief that deceit and fear will be rooted
out in the Republic of Armenia, and am
confidentthat irreversibledemocracy will
prevail andthefundamental humanrights
and freedomswill berespected soon,” he
added.

Theleadersof six non-governmen-

tal organi zationsinvolvedinhumanrights
and press freedom advocacy expressed
similar concerns in a separate statement
which described Babajanian’ sarrest asa
form of government “pressure on an
independent mediaoutlet.” “Weare urg-
ing [the prosecutors] to change the coer-
cive measure, especially considering the
fact that Arman Babajanian has already
demonstrated his readiness to cooperate
with the investigating body and has no
intention to obstruct the investigation,”
they said.
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AGBU

AGBU PASADENA HIGH SCHOOL

Alffiliated with AGBU Manoogian-Demirdjian School

REGISTRATIONS FOR
2006-2007
IN PROGRESS

High School Prep grade (8" grade equivalent)
Ninth grade

Tenth grade

Eleventh grade

First graduating senior class in June, 2008

AGBU High School in Pasadena will provide...

A challenging college preparatory program in a safe, caring and supportive environment
Honors and Advanced Placement classes for accelerated students

Qualified and experienced faculty dedicated to student learning

Instruction in Armenian language, history and culture

Small class sizes and low teacher to student ratio

Professional guidance and counseling

Affordable tuition fees

Call (818) 883-5379, (626) 794-0363, or (818) 883-2428 for immediate assistance
2495 E. Mountain Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91107

(Corner of Altadena and Mountain)

www.agbuphs.org

AGBU CENTENNIAL SPONSOR

L 0S ANGETLTES HOTELS & RESORTS
6131 E.Telegraph Rd.* Commerce, CA 90040 - 323.721.2100  714.879.2100 - commercecasino.com
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