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EUWarnsAnkaraOver RulingOn
ArmenianJour nalist Hrant Dink

BRUSSEL S- TheEuropean Com-
mission lamented Wednesday a Turk-
ish court ruling against Armenian jour-
nalist Hrant Dink for “denigrating the
Turkish national identity,” warning the
case could cloud Ankara s EU hopes.

Commenting on an appeal court
ruling on Dink, editor of the bilingual
Turkish-Armenian weekly Agos, EU
Enlargement Commissioner Olli Rehn
called on the Turkish government to
bolster freedom of speech in the coun-
try. “1 am disappointed by this judg-
ment which limits the exercise of free-
dom of expressionin Turkey,” he said,
following Tuesday’s court ruling, the
first such judgment based on article
301 of Turkey's new Penal Code.

He noted that ruling “will set the
trend for lower jurisdiction to follow
when applying article 301 in the fu-
ture,” adding: “This is all the more
serious sincethere are still anumber of
similar court cases pending. | would
therefore urge the Turkish authorities
to amend article 301 and other vaguely
formulated articlesin order to guaran-
tee freedom of expression in Turkey,”
he said.

Rehn underlined that freedom of
expression is a key principle of the
EU’s so-called Copenhagen political
criteria, which Ankara must adhere to

Hrant Dink

if it one day wantsto join the currently
25-nation bloc. “1n any case, the Com-
missionwill review thesituationinlight
of the Copenhagen political criteriain
its upcoming Progress Report,” Rehn
said, referring to an annual report on
Ankara’ sEU preparationsduein Octo-
ber.

Turkey began EU entry talks last
October, but the negotiationsarelikely
totakeat least adecade and Ankarahas
been warned there is no guarantee of
eventual membership.

Dink was convicted in October
for an article about the collective
memory of the mass killings of Arme-
niansunder the Ottoman Empire, which
many countries recognize as genocide.
He now faces the risk of going to
prison if he commits a similar offense
over the next five years.

Armenians PessimisticAbout Democr acy
And Development

YEREVAN -- Most Armeniansbe-
lievethat their country ismovinginthe
wrong direction and do not expect next
year's parliamentary elections to be
democratic, accordingtoaU.S.-funded
opinion poll released on Wednesday.

The survey commissioned by the
U.S. Agency for International Devel-
opment wasconductedinlate April and
early May by three Western non-gov-
ernmental organizations, including the
U.S. International Republican Institute
and Gallup. Some 1,200 respondents
across Armenia were asked to express
their opinion on a broad range of is-
sues, including democracy building,
theeconomy andtheNagorno-Karabakh
conflict.

Fifty-five percent of them said
Armeniaisonthewrong track and only
32 percent claimed the opposite. The
critical evaluation appearsto primarily
stem from lingering socioeconomic
problems which, according to the poll,
top the list of ordinary Armenians
preoccupations.

Nearly half of those polled de-
scribed high unemployment asthe most
pressing challenge facing the country.
The overall socioeconomic situation
was the second most frequently men-
tioned issue, followed by the unsolved
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, the near-
term resolution of which is considered
“very important” by about 80 percent

of Armenians. By comparison, only 4
percent singled out the need for inter-
national recognition of the 1915 Arme-
nian genocide.

Although 42 percent of respon-
dents admitted that the economic situ-
ation in Armenia has improved in re-
cent years, only 23 percent said they

Polling Data

Do you think thingsin
Armenia are going in the...

Right direction 32%
Wrong direction 55%
Not sure/ No answer  13%

and their families have become better
off as a result.

Thepoll also exposed popul ar con-
cerns about political problems such as
vote rigging and human rights abuses,
with 58 percent seeing a serious|ack of
democracy in the country. Its findings
also suggest that Armenians widely
distrust their government’ s assurances
that the next parliamentary and presi-
dential elections, duein 2007 and 2008
respectively, will be more democratic
than the ones held in the past and
strongly criticized by the West. Sev-
enty percent of them do not think that
the 2007 electionswill befree and fair,
according to the survey.

“NagornoKarabakh Must Participateln The
NegotiationsAt Which ItsFatelsBeing
Deter mined”

STEPANAKERT -- On July 6, a
joint press-conference of Nagorno-
Karabakh Republic National Assembly
Chairman Ashot Ghoulian and NKR
Minister of Foreign Affairs Georgy
Petrossian dedicated to their working
visit to the United States of America
(June 22-July 2) took place in
Stepanakert.

Presenting the goals of the visit
NKR Parliament Speaker Ashot
Ghoulian noted three directions ac-
cording to which the work was carried
out in the largest cities of the USA —
Boston, New-Y ork and Washington.

According to him, the Karabakh
delegation first of all used the direct
possibility of introducing the unpreju-
diced information on Nagorno
Karabakh, positionson different issues
to the political circles of the USA.

A package of issues concerning
the rendering of humanitarian aid to
Nagorno Karabakh was discussed.
Ashot Ghoulian told that during the
meetings in the USA the NKR delega-
tion stressed the necessity of transfer
fromrealization of purely humanitarian
programs to the programs of develop-
ment in Nagorno Karabakh.

TheNKR delegationalsofulfilled
awork directed to the strengthening of
tieswith the American compatriotsand

discussed the current and prospective
programs.

“TheArmenian Diasporaisactive
not only in economic and financial is-
sues. We also have a big potential for
political cooperation, which is a good
prerequisitefor theenlargement of con-
tacts of our Republic with the outer
world,”- the NKR NA Chairman said.

Ashot Ghoulian emphasized the
meetings with the dominant represen-
tativesof the Congressdealing with the
foreign assignments, as well as the co-
chairmen of the Armenian group of the
USA Congress Frank Pallone and Joe
Knollenberg, whom he had an indi-
vidual talk with. The Speaker noted
that on the whole during the meetings
in the Congress the key points were
mainly placed on the aspects of the
Karabakh settlement and the positions
of the NKR on them. An opinion that
Nagorno-Karabakh Republic is a seri-
ous stability factor in the region was
expressed. At the same time the anti-
Armenian policy carried out by
Azerbaijan was condemned.

Ashot Ghoulian and Georgy
Petrossian dwelt on the meeting with
the American co-chairman of the OSCE
Minsk Group Mathew Bryza, which

Continued on page3

Armenian Court RefusesTo Order Arrested Editor’s Release
Committeeto Protect Journalists
CallsArman Babajanian'sArrest Politically
M otivated

YEREVAN/NEW YORK --AnAr-
menian appeals court upheld on
Wednesday the controversial pre-trial
detention of the Arman Babajanian edi-
tor of the “Zhamanak Y erevan” news-
paper who isfacing up to five yearsin
prison for alleged draft evasion.

The panel of threejudgesrejected
a petition to overturn a lower court
ruling that allowed state prosecutorsto
keep Babgjanian under a two-month
pre-trial arrest.

Babajanian’s lawyer, Robert
Grigorian, arguedthat Armenia scrimi-
nal code allows for his client’s release
on bail and assured the judges that the
editor would not obstruct the investi-
gation or flee the country. “I believe
there were sufficient grounds for the
court to accept our petition,” he said
after the announcement of the verdict.

The petition was also signed by
several members of the Armenian par-
liament who offered to pay for the bail
and guarantee Babajanian’ s* proper be-
havior” before and during the trial.
Grigorian said he will likely appeal to
the Court of Cassation, the highest
body of criminal justicein Armenia.

In ajoint statement last week, the
editors of Armenia’s leading newspa-
pers suggested that the case is politi-
cally motivated and demanded that their
colleague be set free at least until the
end of histrial. Similar demands were
voiced by six non-governmental orga-
nizationsinvolved in human rights and
press freedom advocacy.

Also expressing concern about
Babajanian’ s prosecution was the New
Y ork-based Committeeto Protect Jour-
nalists (CPJ). “We are very concerned
that the criminal case against Arman
Babajanian may be related to hisjour-
nalism,” its executive director, Joel
Simon, said in a statement on Friday.
“We call on Armenian authorities to
releasehim pendingtrial and maketheir
evidence against him public.”

TheUS State Department website
hasincluded Arman Babnajanian'scase
in its weekly Human Rights and De-
mocracy developments quoting CPJ
sources who believe that charges
against the editor of the opposition
daily in Armenia are motivated by his
newspaper’s critical reporting on gov-
ernment conduct.

Announcement by Armenian American Newspaper
And TV Producers on Page 2
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Armenia: Few ObjectionsToMediator's
Karabakh Statement

By Haroutiun Khachatrian
(Eurasia Net)

Senior Armenian government offi-
cialsand political leaders appear to have
reconciled themselves with atop Ameri-
can diplomat’ s disclosure of details of a
draft peaceagreement covering Nagorno-
Karabakh.

In aJune 22 interview with Radio
Free Europe/Radio Liberty, US Deputy
Assistant Secretary of State for Euro-
peanand Eurasian AffairsMatthew Bryza
revealed the existence of a framework
agreement that would resolve the 18-
year conflict between Armenia and
Azerbaijan.Theframework envisagesthe
withdrawal of Armenian forcesfrom the
occupied territoriesaround K arabakh, as
well as “a vote at some point in the
future” on Karabakh' sstatus, and a“ nor-
malization of Armenia sties’ that would
allow aninternational peacekeeping pres-
ence and economic assistance to the
disputed region.

In a July 5 interview with the
Haykakan Zhamanak daily newspaper,
Bryzaexplained that hiscommentswere
part of a new strategy endorsed by the
Minsk Group’s French and Russian co-
chairs to promote public discussion of
the peace framework. “It is not my
decision to disclose the [framework
agreement’ s] principles,” said Bryza, re-
cently appointed as US co-chairperson
of the Minsk Group, the body tasked by
the Organization for Security and Coop-
eration in Europe with moderating talks
between Armeniaand Azerbaijan. “Itwas
the decision of thethree co-chairs, taken
even before | became co-chair.”

In Armenia, initial government re-
action to the interview was emotional.
Anger appeared targeted more at what
was perceived to have been left unsaid,
than at what was actually disclosed about
the draft agreement. On June 26, the
official newspaper  Hayastani
Hanrapetutiunpublishedastory onBryza's
comments under the title “Provocation
or Pressure?’ In the piece, the Armenian
Foreign Ministry cited what it perceived
as the gaps in the information provided
by Bryza. The ministry stated that the
regions connecting Armenia with
Karabakh, Lachin and Kelbgjar, are ex-
pected to remain under Armenian control
until a referendum on the enclave's sta-
tusis held. During the period preceding
the vote, Karabakh, according to the
ministry, would also begiven aninterna-
tionally recognized status.

Following Bryza's disclosures,
President Robert Kocharian stated that
Armenia was ready to adopt the docu-
ment as the basis for further negotia-
tions, whereas Azerbaijan appeared re-
luctant to endorse the draft agreement.
The Armenian side, however, hasdenied
a July 3 report on the Azerbaijani news
site Day.az, which quoted Azerbaijani
Deputy ForeignMinister Araz Azimov as

saying that Kocharian and Aliyev would
meet July 17 to discuss a Karabakh
settlement.

Notably, nopolitical party or public
organization in Armenia has objected to
the proposed Armenianwithdrawal from
the seven occupied territories, often
termed “liberated” by Armenian organi-
zations and politicians. The prospect of
suchaswap hasbeen called“ reasonabl e”
by oppositionleader Aram Sargsian, head
of the Hanarpetutiun (Republic) Party
and brother of the late defense minister
Vazgen Sargsian, founder of the
Y erkrapah organization of war veterans.

In Armenia, public debate on the
issue has intensified amid speculation
about possible new disclosures about the
peace negotiations. On June 26, presi-
dential spokesperson Viktor
Soghomonian told the Mediamax news
agency that Y erevan may makepublicall
documents relating to the peace talks
over thelast seven to eight years, includ-
ing paperscoveringthe2001 presidential
summit in Key West, Florida. It was at
that meeting that Kocharian and the late
Azerbaijani President Heidar Aliyev re-
portedly agreed in principle on a peace
deal, only to seethe supposed agreement
unravel withinweeks. Hayots Ashkharh,
another pro-government daily, com-
mented that by disclosing such docu-
ments, Y erevan would “ restrict theroom
for maneuver” for Baku. The commen-
tary went onto claimthat Azerbaijanisa
frequent source of inaccurate informa
tion concerning the peace talks. Despite
the urgings of politicians and analysts,
however, the Armenian government has
not yet released the documents.

In their absence, key questions
about the proposed framework agree-
ment linger. In aJuly 6 editorial entitled
“Let’s Discuss, But What?,” the daily
newspaper Aravot wondered whether
the referendum on Karabakh's status
would be held among the enclave's ac-
tual population, asproposed by Armenia,
or among the residents of Azerbaijan, as
advocated by the Azerbaijani govern-
ment. The newspaper also queried
whether Lachin and Kelbgjar would re-
mainunder thecontrol of Armenianforces
beforethereferendumisheld, or whether
they would be demilitarized, asproposed
by Azerbaijan.

Anaystsseemsharply divided about
the known features of the framework
peace deal. For example, scientist
Alexander | skandarian wasquoted by the
Hayots Ashkharh daily on July 6 as say-
ing framework agreement favors Arme-
niaasnever before. But others, including
168 Zham newspaper columnist Armen
Baghdasarian, maintain that war with
Azerbaijan seems inevitable since Baku
would not risk a legitimate referendum
on the enclave's status.

Haroutiun Khachatrian is a
Yerevan-based writer specializing in
economic and political affairs.

ANNOUNCEMENT

On behalf of the Armenian Mediaand intellectual s of Southern California,
we strongly condemn and express our deep concern on the recent arrest of
journalist Arman Babajanian, editor-in-chief of “Zhamanak” newspaper, andthe
subsequent court decision for two month preliminary detention, following
allegations of document falsification to justify the final year of hisarmy draft
deferment.

In spite of the explanations given by the authorities regarding the pending
case and the justifications for their course of action, we are convinced that
Arman Babajanian has been detained solely for his political and journalistic
activities. The circumstances surrounding his arrest and the hasty decision to
secure his detention attest to that.

Freedom of speech and expression are the Constitutional right of every
citizen of the Republic of Armenia, and the cornerstone of democratic
principles. However, it isabsolutely unacceptable, when thelawsand the courts
system are used to suppress and stifle that right. There is no doubt, that the
pending caseisjust apretext to muzzle Arman Babajanian prior to the upcoming
elections and yet again abolish from the political arenaan independent newspa-

per that is critical of the authorities and cannot be controlled by them.

In the name of justice and for the sake of freedom of speech and
expression, we hereby demand the immediate release of journalist Arman
Babajanianfrom preliminary detention.

Armenian Observers Weekly, Massis Weekly, Nor Gyank Weekly,
Nor Hayastan Daily, Nor Or Weekly, Hamynabadker Monthly,
Kach Nazar Satirical Monthly, AMGA TV Channdl,

Armenian Teletime-AWTYV Channel, Anahid-Show TV Program,
Harmony TV Program, Nor Serount TV Program,

Badouhan TV Program, Varakouyr TV Program

JournalistsOn Poalitical Quest

By Melik Avanyan

Thecriminal-oligarchic effortsto
keep journalists away are not anovelty
in Armenia. The reason is clear. The
activity of thefreemediainacriminal-
clannish state is rather complicated.
Upholding publicinterest by the media
constantly clashes with the interests of
oneinfluential group or another. How-
ever, thisisnot the only problem of the
“writers’ cartel”. Recently other ten-
dencies connected with the activities
of the media have started outlining.
Certain newsreporters and even media
are accused of waiting on criminal-
clannish groups. Only accusations
against the Armenian TV companies
mean much. The status of the so-called
opposition media is much more inter-
esting, for the tendency to wait on the
interests of essentially conservative
criminal business and government
structuresisoutlining in their informa-
tionpolicies.

The Armenian political reality is
apparently restricting the boundaries
of freedom of reporting. Blackmail and
bribes are levers, which make report-
ers and even media to make up their
mind. In that case, the media, which
are reluctant to transgress prof essional
ethic, have to become engaged in a
“mortal” combat or yield to their fate.
In the second case, the public loses its

last defenders, getting a professional
army of “misinformers” disguised as
champions of the “public interest” in-
stead. It is said for such people: “Fear
those who kill the soul.”

M odern Armeniahas been caught
in a storm, where it is difficult to
recognize who is who in the environ-
ment of the mass media. It is difficult
but not impossible. We may even say
that it is a time when the “pack of
wolves’ is peeping from behind the
“mask of alamb”. Besides, a disorder
has occurred. Scribes, who have
“yielded to the fate”, make the public
look askance at honest and consistent
reporters. Recently an incident was
reported during a round-table meeting
at the Congress Hotel. A famous politi-
cal scientist declined to speak with
cameras on, and accused reporters of
venality in their presence. He accused
without making a distinction, which
insulted many of them and made them
leave the hall. It was an unpleasant
scene. But the behavior of the mass
media that evening and the next day
showed that the political scientist was
not mistaken. The evidence to thiswas
the reporting on the round-table meet-
ing.

Where is Armenia headed for?
And are those people who “yielded to
the fate” thinking how their children
are going to live in this country?

HARUT DER-TAVITIAN
License #0828270

Third International Jazz Festival To Be Held On

July 16-17 In Yerevan

Third International Jazz Festival of Y erevanwill beheld on July 16-17 at the
Malkhas Y erevan club. State Jazz Orchestra of Armenian Public Television and
Radio, Armenian Jazz Band, the Jazz Band of the 70-s, Artaskh Jazz Band, aswell
as the US well-known Earth, Wind and Fire Experience Feat Al McKay AllStar
band will take part in thefestival. Thelatter will first performin Y erevan on July
17 at the Aram Khachatrian concert hall.

Thefirst Yerevan International Jazz Festival was held in 1998, the second
in 2000.

1807 W. Glenoaks Blvd., Suite 202
Glendale, CA 91201

Tel.: 818/502-3233
Fax: 818/502-3244
Pgr.: 818/608-9898
info@excelhye.com
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Conversations About War and Peace

“Though it stretched From Seato Seain thePast, ArmeniaHas
Withered toaHandful of Land. WeHavetoPreserveThisLand.”

By Tatul Hakobyan
Hetg Online

“Have you seen how cattle is
driven? That how our people were
driven — children, old people, mothers
— | saw them leave the villages of
Martakert in grief and pass by. For me,
this was the hardest, the most tragic
day of the war. During this war | lost
my brother, my nephews, and my
brother-in-arms, Samvel Safaryan, a
national hero. | mourned the loss of all
our boys as | would mourn for my
children. But the capture of Shahumyan
and Martakert were the hardest for me.
Serge Sargsyan sent meto the northern
regions of Karabakh to at |east provide
artillery for the people to be evacuated
safely, for their exodus. Teachers, fel-
low villagers, my relatives, passed by
me weeping.”

These are words of Georgy
Gasparyan, or, as he is more com-
monly known, Grad Zhora. “Y ou want
me to name ten heroes. We should
name everyone. What about those who
werein therear —women, children, the
elderly — aren’t they heroes?’ asks the
retired general, who was in command
of the artillery during the Artsakh lib-
eration war and fought at the front
from Omar tothe Arax. I think that the
Artsakh liberation war isthe most suc-
cessful of the wars in Armenian his-
tory. Armenia stretched from sea to
sea in the past, but it withered and
withered to a handful of land. We have
to preserve this land,” he says.

Eighty-there-year-old Roza
Avanesyan is one of the thousands of
Martakert residentswhol eft their homes
during the spring and summer months
of 1992. Perhaps, she too passed by
Grad Zhora. “We only managed to take
with usapillow and aquilt to wrap the
baby in. | left behind my two-story
house and my pregnant cows. | tremble
all over, | can’ttalk about it. We started
out on the journey pushing and shov-
ing, screaming and crying.” This is
how Roza Avanesyan from the village
of Maraghain Martakert, whosefamily
settled in Lachin, describes the exodus
of Armenians.

Vazgen Manukyan saw these
scenes too. “After | left the post of
prime minister and before my appoint-
ment as defense minister | went to
Martakert with a small military unit.
Martakert had already been captured
by Azerbaijanis. On the way, | saw
what my grandfather had told me, what
| had read in books—the routes of mass
exodus. Our people escaped through
forests, | saw sheets hanging from
trees, children’s toys, the smell of un-
buried bodies...”

Eighty-three-year-old Ashkhen
Safaryan left behind in Getashen seven

decadesof her life, anewly built house,
and her orchard. She says if she has a
chance she’ll go home this summer for
avisit; shemisses her homebadly. “On
May 6, 1991 Azerbaijanis entered the
villageand drovethepeopleof Getashen
out. Now Azerbaijanislivein my two-
story house. | |left everything behind; |
barely managed to take a bag with me.
This summer | want to go home. What
can the Turks do to me?’ she asks.

The Artsakh war turned more
than one million Armenians and
Azerbaijanis into refugees and inter-
nally displaced persons. More than
400,000 Armenians from Nagorno
Karabakh and Azerbaijan and morethan
750,000 Azerbaijanis from Armenia,
Nagorno Karabakh, and the seven
Azerbaijani regions controlled by
Karabakh forcesleft or were driven out
of their homes. A whole generation of
the two peoples has grown up in the
Azerbaijani refugee campsand in vari-
ous Armenian hostels, hoping to return
home one day. Some of them still keep
their house keys.

Filmmaker TigranKhzmalianwas
a correspondent for the Vesti news
programon Russian TV’ s Second Chan-
nel in Karabakh. He believes that in
Artsakh, the war was imposed on the
Armenian people. “ These guys fought
knowing that 200 meters behind them
was the village where their children,
wives and motherslived. On the oppo-
site side, Azerbaijanis from Baku,
Kirovabad and elsewhere came who
wanted other people’s houses. It was
mainly guys from Karabakh villages
who fought, backed by those who came
from Yerevan, Gyumri, and other
places. The fact that the Karabakh vil-
lagerswere not alone and that even one
person from Y erevan had left his fam-
ily, children, work, or studies and had
cometo their village to eat their bread,
to live with them and die with them
meant everything tothem.” Thisishow
he explainsthe Armenianvictory inthe
war.

“After the war | made my first
featurefilm. It’ scalled Black and White
. Thefilm was awarded the Grand Prix
in Turkey and in Russia. It wasn't
about the Karabakh war; it was about
war in general, about World War 11.
But of course, my main experiencewas
the Karabakh war. It is a film about a
mountai nousvillagewhereonly women
are left and only one man has returned
from the war. There were two colors
left in Artsakh during the war, not
black and white but black and khaki. All
the men wore khaki — camouflage, and
the women wore more and more black
as time went by. The spread of the
color black was the greatest pressure,
the biggest impression left by the
Artsakh war,” the filmmaker says.

“NagornoKarabakh Must Participateln The
Negotiations

Continued frompagel
took place in the NKR Permanent rep-
resentative office in the USA.

“1 think the information which
we have presented to Mr.Bryza for
one-and-a-half hour will let him to
deepen his knowledge connected with
the sources of the Karabakh problem,

peculiarities of negotiation process on
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict settle-
ment, niceties of some themes etc.”, -
Ashot Ghoulian said.

NKR Minister of Foreign Affairs
Georgy Petrossian noted that they ex-
pressed anxiety about publication of
the negotiation process elements, as

ElectionsAnd Diasporan|nvestorslnArmeniaAnd
Karabakh

By Vardan Gabrielyan

Thenationisagain facing apresi-
dential election in Karabakh. For inde-
pendent Armenia and Karabakh elec-
tions imply immense funds for some
people, for others a new means of
bargai nvotesenabling themtoget privi-
leges. The same is for our Diasporan
“compatriots”.

In other words, some people give
somemoney duringtheelectionsandin
returnfor it they get land or acompany,
which is about “to go broke”, and
assume certain “obligations’, which
they never fulfill or they fulfill fromone
el ection to another election.

Asaresult, people lose a number
of important “objects’, such as the
sport base of Dzoraghbyur, which was
transferred to the new ownersof Ararat
Football Clubin 2001 by thedecision of
the government for 50 years, who as-
sumed sponsorship of the club and
reconstruction of the sport base (in-
cluding 32 hectares of fertile land and
several thousands of fruit trees), which
was privatized in 2004 for only 14
thousand U.S. dollars. It is said that
after this deal 400 thousand U.S. dol-
lars appeared in the pocket of certain
people, whereas at that time this land
cost as much as 1.5 million dollars.
Anyway, these people enjoy the pro-
tection of the NKR president and prime
minister, acquired supporters, who
comefrom Armenia, and started “ cheat-
ing” thefirst persons of the country. In
the same period they gave apromiseto
the Ministry of Defense they would
buy part of the building of the Institute
of Physics for 12 million dollars and
many other promises, namely 5 hect-
ares of land in the orchards of Dalma,
where a modern watch factory would
be built and the production would be
exported, which made theleadership of
thestatego“silent”. After all, presiden-
tial and parliamentary elections are
drawing nearer in Armenia. Inthesame
period these “businessmen-benefac-
tors’ enjoying the protection of the
NKR president and prime minister
started privatizing several companies,
such asthe Karabakh Hotel, which was
reconstructed by Spitak Tnak in 2002.
The project was worked out by Arme-
nian engineers invited from Italy (by
the way, the “benefactors” did not pay
them, and these people left Armenia
forever). The old building was pulled
down in 2005, before the election, and
now they are allegedly continuing the
work of Spital Tnak, but itisnot known

by what project.

They bought the only factory of
leadin Armeniaand Karabakh, theKarin
Factory with 7 quarries, the only sport

¥
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base and stadium of Karabakh and many
other companies. Besides, they got 2000
hectares of pastures known as Shrlan,
and another 2000 hectares of land in
Fizuli to develop wheat production
there. In return for these, several tens
of thousand dollarswas paid to the pre-
election funds of the president and
prime minister of Karabakh. After this
deal the president and primeminister of
Karabakh were hosted by these * patri-
ots” in Switzerland and the United
States, where they went on discussing
what else they could buy.

What do we have now? Today we
may say that nothingisdonein Karabakh
except for alittlework onthe Karabakh
Hotel. The other enterprises are idle.
And most importantly, these people
pay tens of thousands of dollars to
slushfundshbeforeevery election, while
people receive nothing. On the eve of
thepresidential electionthey haveagain
started working on these enterprisesto
display to peoplethat they were ableto
engage investors to reconstruct the
country.

Recently President Ghuokasyan
has personally met with these people
and asked for their support to run a
third term, promising it isalready clear
what.

well as for linkage of the Karabakh
settlement with the Armenian-Turkish
interrelations to the American Chair-
man. At the same time the Minister
stressed that the NKR MFA considered
itinexpedient now tomakeofficial state-
ments connected with the answers of
the American chairman to the subject.

Speaking about the recent pro-
posals of the OSCE Minsk Group on
Nagorno Karabakhthe NKR Parliament
Speaker noted that they could be a
basis for negotiations, however, not all
the clauses were acceptable for
Nagorno K arabakhand Armenia. Ashot
Ghoulian marked that the Azerbaijani
authorities' behavior testifies to the
fact that Baku is not ready for the

settlement. Accordingtohim, anagree-
ment of the Azerbaijani side for adia-
logue with Nagorno Karabakh will bea
signal to the fact that Azerbaijan really
wishes to solve the problem.

In his turn, Georgy Petrossian
noted that a new situation was created
intheprocessof theNagorno-K arabakh
conflict settlement and now it is diffi-
cult to foretell the new format of the
negotiation process.

“The position of the NKR is un-
changeable - Nagorno Karabakh par-
ticipated in the armistice’s establish-
ment process, therefore it must partici-
pateinthenegotiationsat whichitsfate
is being determined.”, - Georgy
Petrossian said.
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BusinessForum TopromoteRelationshipsAmong
Regional Armenian-American Businessper sons

IRVING, TX -- Noyan Tapan, a
cultural organization devotedtointegrat-
ing Armenianimmigrantsinto American
society, recently organized an Armenian
Business Forum to promote professional
business relationships among regiona
Armenian-American businesspersons.
ARMENPAC's Executive Director Ja-
son Capizzi was invited to address the
attendees of this inaugural networking
event, which was attended by more than
50 entrepreneurs in the New York City
metropolitanarea. “| amgladthat Noyan
Tapan organized thisforum and iswork-
ing to encourage Armenian-American
business relationships, which will
strengthenthe Armenian-Americancom-
munity andultimately ARMENPAC'’ sad-
vocacy efforts,” said ARMENPAC Ex-
ecutive Director Jason Capizzi.

TheArmenianBusinessForumwas
attended by representatives from a vast
array of industry groups including, but
not limited to, law, finance, consulting,
manufacturing, construction, and inter-
national commerce. Speakers at the
forum included Souren Israyelyan, Esqg.,
Dinkes & Schwitzer; Ned Boyagjian,
RainbowFusion Messaging & Design;
John Megerian, Megerian New & An-
tigueDecorativeRugs; and, ARMENPAC
ExecutiveDirector Jason Capizzi, whose
remarks focused on the importance of
creating professiona relationships be-
tween Armenian-American
businesspersons to foster a more suc-
cessful Armenian-Americancommunity.
“By working with each other, youwill be
hel ping other Armenian-Americans suc-
ceed financialy, which will in turn, el-
evate the overall strength and influence
of the Armenian community inthiscoun-
try,” said Executive Director Capizzi. A
videoclipof ExecutiveDirector Capizzi’s

Vice Chair Tigran Sahakyan,
ARM ENPAC ExecutiveDirector Jason Capizzi,NT President AnnaAvetissyanand NT
VicePresident Vadim K alashyan.”

remarks can be viewed at http://
www.armenpac.org/media/index.shtml.

ARMENPAC demonstrates the
importance of networking initiatives,
through its electioneering and lobbying
efforts, as well asits commitment to the
pan-Armenian community by working
with Noyan Tapan to directly achieve
their common goals. “ARMENPAC has
been a positive and influential force in
implementing vital objectivesfor the Ar-
menian-American community innational
politics, and Noyan Tapan is ready to
assistinmobilizingthe Armenian-Ameri-
can community in support of
ARMENPAC and itsgoassuch asvoter
registration,” said Noyan Tapan Vice
President Tigran Sahakyan.

ARMENPAC intends to lend its
expertise and experience in support of
programsthat fortify the pan-Armenian-
American community, such as Noyan
Tapan's Armenian Business Forum and
theannual pan-Armenian GenocideCom-
memorationinNew Y ork City. “Building
relationships among each other in sup-
port of pan-Armenianinitiativesisasmple
method in which all Armenian-Ameri-
cans can make a positive difference in
politicsandbusiness,” ssid ARMENPAC
Co-Chairs Annie Totah and Edgar
Hagopian.

Noyan Tapan is a non-profit orga-
nization that strives to unify the frag-
mented clustersof Armenianimmigrants
from all around the world living in the
Metro New Y ork and East Coast areas of
the United States into an active and vi-
brant cohesive community; promote and
develop Armenian culture and heritage.
Noyan Tapan is currently organizing a
second Armenian Business Forum to
take place at the Armenian Diocese in
New York City on July 27, 2006.

Foreign CitizensAdopted 44 Children

FromArmenialn 2005

YEREVAN -- Forty-four children from Armenia were adopted by foreign
citizensin 2005, Armenian Justice Minister David Haroutiunyan told Arminfo.

He said foreign citizens adopt about 40-50 Armenian children yearly in
average. 75% of foreign citizens adopting children from Armeniaare Armenians
residing in the USA, France, Italy, Russia and other countries. Of course, tragic
cases cannot be overseen, however, the government carefully studies the
financial and social state of parents. Psychol ogistswork with them for along time
to find out how the new family will perceive a new child, the minister said.

Presenting an International Convention on protection of children’s rights
when adopted by foreign citizensat the Constitutional Court of Armenia, Minister
Haroutiunyan said the document, which was signed on 29 May 1993 in Hague,
aims to create mechanisms guaranteeing protection of children in case of their

adoption by foreign citizens.

Among the commitments Armeniaundertook when signing the document is
establishment of a consultative body regulating the adoption process.

ATPPlantsOver 340,000 SeedlingsDuringLarge
ScaleReforestation of Getik River Valley ThisSpring

YEREVAN -- ArmeniaTreeProject
(ATP) expanded its reforestation pro-
gram by planting 343,750 trees in the
Getik River Valley of the Gegharkounik
region north of Lake Sevanin April-May
2006. Plantings on two massive forest
plots covered a total of 400 acres with
indigenous species of trees, including
chestnut, maple, ash, oak, walnut, wild
apple, and wild pear.

Eighty workers—all residents of
thevillagesof Aghavnavank, Dzoravank,
Dprabak, and Aygut—were employed
by ATP to implement the tree-planting
activity ontheneighboring hillsides. Seed-
lings were purchased from backyard
nurseriesowned by 118 familiesin these
rural communities, which are mainly in-
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Over 343,750 seedlingspur chased from
118familiesor grownin ATP’srefores-
tationnurseryinL oriwereplantedinthe
Getik Valley of theGegharkounik region
north of Lake Sevan (Photo by Haik
Badalyan)

habited by Armenian refugees from
Azerbaijan.

Thevery first step in thisinitiative
was taken during the year of ATP s 10th
anniversary, when the organization an-
nounced the beginning of the first exten-
sivereforestationinitiative. ATP' sRural
and Mountainous Development (RMD)
Program was strengthened this season
withthegeneroussupport of theBilezikian
Family Foundationand United Armenian
Charities, which assisted the expansion
of the backyard nursery program, and
theMirak Family Foundation, which pro-
vided funding to establish areforestation
nursery inthevillageof Margahovitinthe

2z

,andAygu
wereemployed by ATPtoassistinthereforestation of 400 acresof land intheGetik
River Valleythisspring (Photoby Haik Badalyan)

Lori region.

The backyard nursery program
began as a pilot project in 2004 in the
village of Aygut. Working with commu-
nities and local officials, ATP entered
into agreements with 17 families who
wereinterested in growing tree seedlings
that would be used in the reforestation of
once densely wooded mountains that
were enormously degraded over the last
decade. The initiative was designed to
reverse the effects of this deforestation,
which led to severeflooding and erosion
inthe villages along the Getik River.

In 2004-2006, the program was
expanded to include four neighboring
villages. The owners of the backyard
nurseriesweresuppliedwith seeds, tools,
and equipment, and ATPagro-specialists
visited nurseries to provide technical as-
sistance, training, and consultation to the
farmers.

According to a household survey
conducted by ATP in 2003, the average
annual incomeof rural villagersin Aygut
was $280 US, so the money earned by
thefamiliesand workersinvolved inthis
project hasprovided adesperatel y needed
source of income.

Thisspring, ATPpurchased 95,000
healthy and strong seedlings from 118
families as part of its rural economic
development program. These families
earned 9.5 million drams, which is equal
to $21,000 US. The remaining seedlings
were propagated by ATPat alargerefor-
estation nursery in Lori region. ATP
distributed another $39,000intheregion
to hire 80 workers and to transplant the
seedlings from the nurseriesto therefor-
estation plots.

Zoya Manucharyan, the owner of
one of the most productive backyard
nurseries, has been collaborating with
ATP for more than three years: “ Thanks
to Armenia Tree Project | could buy a
house, which was unaffordable before.
Being apart of the reforestation program
during the past three years helped us
improve our living accommodations and
inspired us to continue preserving
Armenia s gorgeous nature. | would be
happy to collaborate with ATP again.”

Plans are being made now to ex-
pand the RMD Program for the upcom-
ingfall plantingseason. Inaddition, ATP's
Community Tree Planting (CTP) divi-
sionaccomplishedtheplanting of 143,450
treesand shrubsin every region of Arme-
nia, including Artsakh, nearly tripling
their previous planting record.
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AGBU

PtnoGwinn UGgbwy, Lniuwpnn Uwwaquiy:
Proud Past, Exciting Future.

Surrk-YEARS

AGBU PASADENA HIGH SCHOOL

Alffiliated with AGBU Manoogian-Demirdjian School

REGISTRATIONS FOR
2006-2007
IN PROGRESS

High School Prep grade (8" grade equivalent)
Ninth grade

Tenth grade

Eleventh grade

First graduating senior class in June, 2008

AGBU High School in Pasadena will provide...

A challenging college preparatory program in a safe, caring and supportive environment
Honors and Advanced Placement classes for accelerated students

Qualified and experienced faculty dedicated to student learning

Instruction in Armenian language, history and culture

Small class sizes and low teacher to student ratio

Professional guidance and counseling

Affordable tuition fees

Call (818) 883-5379, (626) 794-0363, or (818) 883-2428 for immediate assistance

2495 E. Mountain Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91107

(Corner of Altadena and Mountain)

www.agbuphs.org

AGBU CENTENNIAL SPONSOR

y \
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L 0S ANGELES HOTELS & RESORTS
6131 E.Telegraph Rd.* Commerce, CA 90040 + 323.721.2100  714.879.2100 * commercecasino.com



