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Turkey M ust RecognizeTheAr menian GenocideAs
A Condition For ItsEU Accession

BRUSSELS -- A key committee
of the European Parliament insisted late
Monday that recognition of the Arme-
nian genocide must be a precondition
for Turkey’'s membership in the Euro-
pean Union and urged Ankara to nor-
malizerelationswith Y erevan.

In areport adopted by 53 votesin
favor to 6 against with 8 abstentions,
the Committee on Foreign Affairsreaf-
firmed the EU assembly’s earlier reso-
lutions that described the 1915-1918
mass killings and deportations of Ar-
menians in the Ottoman Turkey as
genocide.

The committee condemned as
“racist and xenophobic” agovernment-
connected group that rallied thousands
of nationalist Turksin France and Ger-
many last spring to protest against a
growing number of European coun-
triesrecognizing thegenocide. It urged
Ankara to ban the group named after
Talaat Pasha, one of the three top |ead-
ers of Ottoman Turkey’s last govern-
ment whom historians regard as the
main mastermind of the massacres.

Turkish Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdoganrejected the EU parlia-
mentarians’ demandson Tuesday. “We
announced this before. That is, to ex-
pect us to change (our stance) is sim-
ply chasingadream,” statenewsagency
Anatolianquoted PrimeMinister Tayyip
Erdogan as saying, according to
Reuters.

" Our decisiveness on the subject
of the so-called Armenian genocide is
the same today as it was in the past.

Nobody should expect us to change
this,” Erdogan said, adding the deci-
sionstaken by the European Parliament
are not binding.

"Wearedismayed by effortsaim-
ing to impose preconditionsthat arefar
from objective on questions that re-
quire serious academic inquiry,” the
Turkish Foreign Ministry saidinacom-
munique.

The Turkish government has re-
jected similar resolutions adopted by
the European Parliament in the past.
The most recent of those resolutions,
passed in September 2005, said Turk-
ish recognition of the genocide is a
“prerequisite for accession to the Eu-
ropean Union.”

The latest report, which deplores
Turkey’s lack of progress in imple-
menting reformsneededtojointhe EU,
is due to be debated by the full Euro-
pean Parliament later thisyear. It calls
on Turkey to drop its preconditions for
opening the land border and establish-
ing diplomatic relationswith Armenia.

The re-drafted document - to be
voted on in plenary three weeks from
now - highlighted some positive as-
pectsof Turkey’ sperformanceenroute
to the EU - such as opening the first
chapter of EU legislation, introducing
new lawsto fight corruption and broad-
casting in Kurdish.

However, it insisted on “persis-
tent shortcomings” in sensitive areas
such as freedom of expression, reli-
gious, minority and women’ srights as
well ascivil-military relations.

Turkey AgreesTo Send TroopsToL ebanon

ANKARA, Turkey - Turkey
agreed Tuesday to send troopsto L eba-
non to monitor a tense cease-fire be-
tween Israel and Hezbollah, becoming
the first Muslim country with diplo-
matic ties with Israel to do so.

The parliament voted 340-192 in
favor of sending troops to Lebanon,
with one lawmaker abstaining, after a
lengthy debate on the floor. Earlier,
thousands protested outside against
deployment because of fearsthe Turk-
ish troops could face hostile fire or
clashes with fellow Muslims support-
ingthelslamic militant group Hezbollah.

The number of troops was not
specified. Foreign Minister Abdullah
Gul has said it likely wouldn’t exceed
1,000.

The decision was timed to coin-
cidewith U.N. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan’s visit to Ankara for talks
Wednesday with Turkish leaders.

A U.N. force is preparing to ex-
pand from 2,000 to 15,000 troops and
deploy throughout the south with an
equal number of Lebanese soldiers as
Israeli forces withdraw as part of a
shaky cease-fire that took effect on
Aug. 14.

Turkey is NATO’s only Muslim
member and is one of a few Muslim

Turkish protester schant slogansasthey
hold abanner and placar dsthat reads:
‘Wedon’t want peoplein coffins. Don’t
sendtroops!’ duringaprotest near the
parliamentin Ankara, Turkey

nations to have close ties to Israel.

The vote was a victory for Prime
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who
called Turkey’'s participation a moral
duty that would contribute to regional
stability and raise Turkey’s profile on
the international stage.

ArmeniaRegectsUN RolelnKarabakh Talks

YEREVAN -- Armeniawill refuse
toholdfurther peacetalkswith Azerbaijan
if the latter persists in trying to get the
United Nationsto deal withthe Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict, Foreign Minister
Vartan Oskanian indicated on Monday.

Oskanianand hisA zerbaijani coun-
terpart ElImar Mammadyarov are tenta-
tively scheduled to meet in Parisor Lon-
don next week to discuss ways of
kickstarting the Karabakh peace pro-
cess. OfficialsinBakuand Y erevan have
said the meeting could pave the way for
another crucial Armenian-Azerbaijani
summit before the end of this year.

“We have not yet confirmed the
September 12 meeting,” Oskanian told
reporters. “1 don’t know whether it will
take place. It will depend on develop-
ments unfolding at other bodies.”

He was clearly referring to a joint
appeal to the UN which was made last
week by Azerbaijan, Georgia, Moldova
and Ukraine. The four ex-Soviet states
alignedinthepro-Western GUAM group-
ing reportedly asked the UN Generd
Assembly to discuss the unresolved eth-
nic conflicts in the South Caucasus and
Moldova at its upcoming session. They
argued that international effortsto settle
those conflicts have yielded no results.

Armenia has always been opposed
to UN involvement in Karabakh peace
talks, insisting that the Minsk Group of
the Organization for Security and Coop-
eration in Europe remain the main inter-
national body brokering asolution to the
Armenian-Azerbaijani dispute. It appar-
ently fears that Azerbaijan would enlist
the backing of other Muslim nations to
push pro-Azerbaijani resolutionsthrough
the General Assembly. Speakingto RFE/
RL last month, the Armenian ambassa-
dor attheUN, ArmenMartirosian, warned
that Y erevanwill pull out of the negotiat-

Foreign Minister Vartan Oskanian

ing process if the Karabakh issue is
included on the assembly agenda.
Oskanian did not deny this, saying
that theadditional “obstacles’ created by
Azerbaijanwould render further negotia-
tionsmeaningless. Speakingto Armenian
state television at the weekend, he ac-
cused Baku of tougheningits position on
theissueand being rel uctant to accept the
Minsk Group’s most recent peace plan.
The plan, which was disclosed by
the group’s American, French and Rus-
sian co-chairsin June, callsfor agradual
settlement of the conflict that would
culminateinareferendumonKarabakh's
status. The authorities in Y erevan have
largely accepted the proposed deal, say-
ing that it upholds the Karabakh Arme-
nians' right to self-determination.
“Today thereisno other document
onthetable,” Oskanian said on Monday.
“1 think [further talks] will center on it.”
TheA zerbaijani reactiontothepro-
posed settlement has been more ambigu-
ous, with President Ilham Aliev repeat-
edly stating in recent monthsthat he will
never agree to any deal that could legiti-
mize Karabakh's secession from
Azerbaijan. Aliev’'s top foreign policy
aide, Novruz Mammadov, accused the
mediators last month of “ignoring” his
country’ sterritoria integrity and warned
that Baku might turn to the UN.

15th Anniver sary Of Kar abakh I ndependence
Celebrated

STEPANAKERT -- Celebrations
on the occasion of the 15th anniversary
of independence were held in Nagorno
Karabakh. On September 1 an official
ceremony was held with the participa-
tion of the representatives of the NKR
leadership and public, as well as nu-
merous guests from Armenia, Russia,
Abkhazia, South Ossetia, Transdnestr
and Armenian Diaspora. Speaking at
themeeting, Karabakh President Arkady
Ghoukasyan noted, “ The proclamation
of the Nagorno Karabakh Republic’'s
independence was the only salvation
for Karabakh and life proved that we
were right. Otherwise we would have
shared Nakhichevan's fate,”

In his words, the most important
thing is that the people of Karabakh
have achieved their goal. They won the
war imposed on them and built adevel-
oping state. “ The recent 15 years sym-
bolizefreeandindependent life. Some-
timesit seemsthat i ndependence means
that we have overcome all the difficul-
ties but unfortunately it’s not so. We
have a long way ahead and plenty of

hardships that is why we must press
for independence.”

Touching upon the possibility of
resumption of war, Ghoukasian remarked
that he does not see any reason for it,
either political, economic, moral or geo-
graphical. “I am absolutely sure that
now the international community is not
interested in resumption of war. Asfor
Azerbaijan’ saggressivecalls, oneshould
just see what they are made for.”

U.S. CongressmenFrank Palloneand
Joe Knollenberg congratulated the NKR
President and people on the 15th anniver-
sary of Karabakh independence proclama:
tion. The message says in part, “Dear
President Ghoukasian, We congratulate
the people and government of Artsakh and
you persondly on the 15th anniversary of
independence of the Nagorno Karabakh
Republic. Thishistorical dateis an impor-
tant landmark of your struggle for free-
dom. September 2, 1991 the people of
Nagorno Karabakhdeclaredtheirintention
to build an independent state. With this
declaration the heroic people of Karabakh
voiced decisonto livefredly.
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L awlessness In Yerevan

Senior Tax Official Killed In Car Blast
Editor Of Opposition Newspaper Attacked

YEREVAN -- The Armenian
government’s top official in charge of
detecting and investigating tax evasion
was killed in a car explosion in down-
town Y erevan early on Wednesday.

Shahen Hovasapian, head of aState
Taxation Service (STS) division tasked
with combating tax fraud, was found in
a critical condition in his government-
owned car after it was rocked by the
blast just 50 meters from his apartment
building. He died while being rushed to
hospital, police and other security offi-
cials at the scene told RFE/RL.

They said that an explosive device
planted under a front seat occupied by
Hovasapian went off just seconds after
he and histeenage son were driven away
from their home. They said the driver
suffered minor injuries, while the young
man survived unscathed. The blast left a
gaping hole under the car's front seat
next to the driver's, suggesting that
Hovasapian was its main target.

Despite holding an important gov-
ernment post, Hovasapian hasrarely fig-
uredinthenewsandisnot knownto have
initiated high-profile tax evasion cases
against big companies controlled by in-
fluential individuals. The assassinated
official himself wasawealthy business-
man, reportedly owning one of
Armenia stwo main liquefied gas com-
panies, Goshgaz. The other company
involved in the lucrative gas business,
Multi-Leon, is controlled by Gagik
Tsarukian, apowerful government-con-
nected tycoon.

Hovasapian, who is a native of
Nagorno-Karabakh and wasafield com-
mander during the war with Azerbaijan,
is the first high-ranking Armenian tax
official killed while in office. Gagik
Poghosian, who briefly headed the
government’s tax collection agency in
2000, died in a grenade attack under
similarly mysterious circumstances five
years ago. The apparent contract killing
has still not been solved.

Hovasapian’s violent death contin-
ued recent months' series of high-profile
murdersthat have rai sed widespread con-
cern about the situation with crime and
rule of law in Armenia. Among their vic-
timswere abusinessman, areputed crime
figure and asenior member of theinfluen-
tial Yerkrapah Union of Karabakh war
veterans. Nobody has been prosecuted in
connection with those crimes so far.

"lravunk" Editor Assaulted

The editor-in-chief of one of
Armenia s best-selling newspapers was
attacked and beaten up on Wednesday
by well-built men resembling the notori-
ous bodyguards of government-con-
nected wealthy businessmen.

“After | left home in the morning
two young men with shaven heads at-
tacked me from behind, toppled me to
theground and began kickingme, mainly
trying to target my head,” Hovannes
Galgjian of the* Iravunk” bi-weekly told
RFE/RL by phone. “When other people
came out of the building they immedi-
ately fled.”

“They didn’t say anything. They
were silent. They didn’t even swear at
me,” hesaid, adding that heimmediately

“Iravunk” editor HovannesGalajian

reported the incident to the police and
will undergo a medical examination by
forensic experts on Thursday.

Galgjian said he believes that the
attack was in retaliation for critical ar-
ticles published by his paper, but would
not specify “Iravunk” reportsthat might
haveangeredinfluential individuals.”"We
have trodden on many toes and the pool
of suspects,” he said.

“Iravunk,” which is linked to a
small opposition party, is known for its
hard-hitting coverage of the Armenian
government and its loyalists. Galgjian’s
description of his attackers matches the
appearance of about two dozen thugs
that tried to disrupt an April 2004 oppo-
sitionrally in'Y erevan and attacked pho-
tojournalistsand cameramenwhofilmed
their actions. Media reports at the time
said the well-built men work as body-
guards of “oligarchs” supporting the
ruling regime.

Justice Denied In ThreeActs:
Heritage Headquarters Break-In Confirmed,
But Criminal Case Refused

Y erevan—On August 29, 2006,
the Heritage Party received official no-
tification from Colonel Hovik
Tamamyan of Yerevan's Central Po-
lice Department that [aboratory exami-
nations confirmed that unknown per-
sons broke into Heritage's office and
attached a “flash” copying mechanism
and external monitor to its computer
system on the night of March 8, four
days after the Paronian Theater’ s man-
agement had illegally locked Raffi
Hovannisian and his colleagues out of
their place of work. This finding not-
withstanding, the police department
concluded on August 24 that no crimi-
nal charges would be brought on the
premise, clearly contrived, that there
wasno positiveevidence, only assump-
tions, that any information was actu-
ally taken from the computer system
and thus that any illegality had oc-
curred. In an amazing display of
Armenia's “presidential justice,” the
police apparently carried out their “in-
struction from above” to close down
the case without questioning the man-
agement of the theater or any other
possible suspects, in places high and
low, of the criminal break-in.

Thistelling decisionwasissuedin
response to Raffi Hovannisian's May
29 affidavit testifying that on March 8,
exactly four days after Heritage party
headquarters had been forcibly shut
down without a legal warrant and fur-
ther access to it had been blocked, one
or more people had gained entry into
the office’s main computer, where all
information regarding the party, its
membership, and its activitiesis main-
tained. In the words of Heritage attor-
ney Zaruhi Postanjian: “After having
examined the computer, experts from
the National Bureau of Investigation
affirmed that on that night, when the
office was deemed vacant by a later
court ruling, the computer was put in
operational mode for 22-24 minutes
and, what is more, was hooked up to a
monitor. The results of the investiga-
tion demanded, therefore, that a crimi-
nal case be launched. In a flagrant
disregard of law and justice, however,
the police department refused to autho-
rize such a probe, making dubious ref-
erences to ‘corpus delicti.” We will
appeal this sham determination to the
courts of law and public opinion.”

ARA  TCHOBANKRIKORIAY
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On August 24, the same day as
the police department’s cover-up of
justice, Judge Narine Barseghyan of
Y erevan’s Davtashen-Ajapniak Court
of First Instance heard Raffi
Hovannisian’s complaint against the
marshals of the Service for Mandatory
Execution of Judicial Acts (SMEJA).
Hovannisian had disputed their unlaw-
ful sealing of the Heritage office on
May 30, only one day after it reopened
pursuant to theinjunctionissued in the
underlying case by Judge Edward
Avetisyan. The SMEJA officers had
forced Hovannisian and the office staff
to leave the premises.

Reflecting on the illegal actions
taken by the marshals, Judge
Barseghyan seemed to pose a series of
irrelevant questions with the intent to
divert the proceedings from the sub-
ject matter of the complaint. In re-
sponse to the judge’s query into Raffi
Hovannisian's current entitlement to
the space, Zaruhi Postanjian noted:
“This matter is subject to clarification
and is currently being considered by
the Court of Appeals. As for today’s
petition, submitted by usto your juris-
diction, we are seeking alegal assess-
ment of the activities carried out by
SMEJA officials.”

Eventhoughthehearing had reso-
nated with the public at large and the
courtroom was at full capacity, repre-
sentatives of neither SMEJA nor the
Paronian Theater were present. In all
probability, they had advance confi-
dence that they would not be brought
to justice. Despite the absence of the
defendants, Judge Barseghyan went
forward with the trial and, in predict-
able conformity with the tide of Arme-
nian “jurisprudence,” denied
Hovannisian’ spetition.

And finally on the next day, Au-
gust 25, the Court of Appeals, com-
posed of Judges Artashes Tumanyan,
Karine Hakobyan, and Astghik
Kharatyan, rejected Raffi Hovannisian's
demand for clarification of the judg-
ment issued on June 26 by Judge
Avetisian of the Central and Nork-
Marash Court. According to that judg-
ment, theforcibleclosureof Heritage's
office was deemed illegal. Separately,
Hovannisian wasinstructed to pay cer-
tain rental installments for a period
when he was not actually making use
of the premises. Hence, the Court in
effect validated the five-year real-es-
tate lease entered into in 2002, but was
silentonwhether Hovannisianstill could
use the leased space until 2007.

Once again, nothing out of the
ordinary took place. Abusing its pre-
rogative to execute justice, the appeal's
panel carried out “in the name of the
Republicof Armenia,” yet another spe-
cial directive coming from the “presi-
dential above.” And once again Raffi
Hovannisian’s request, this time for a
simpleclarification, wasrejected. “We
have become permanent eyewitnesses
to the successive stagings of ‘justice’
and the finale of the show is nothing
more than an ‘old song,” but we will
appeal all the way up,” commented
Heritage board chairman Vardan
Khachatrian.



(September 9, 2006

Massis weekly

3)

|srael And Azerbaijan's Furtive
Embrace

By Illya Bourtman
Middle East Quarterly
Summer 2006

(Continued from issue #30)

Trade

Economic cooperation between | s-
rael and Azerbaijan has grown signifi-
cantly. As early as 1995, an Israeli jour-
nalist visiting Baku observed that | sragli
goodswereflooding themarket. “ Strauss
ice cream, cell phones produced by
Motorola's Israeli division, Maccabee
beer, and other Israeli imports are ubig-
uitous,” she wrote.[24] As Azerbaijan
deregulated itsindustriesand liberalized
somemarkets, | sraeli companiesflocked
to the country. Bezeq, amajor telephone
subsidiary, was one of the first to do so.
Through adevalued contract bidin 1994,
Bezeq bought a large share of the tele-
phoneoperating system. Today itinstalls
phone lines and operates regional ser-
vices throughout much of the coun-
try.[25] According to the president of the
Azerbaijani-lsragli BusinessForum, doz-
ens of Israeli companies operate in
Azerbaijan, especially within the energy
sector.[26] In2000for example, Modcon
SystemsLtd., an | srael-based supplier of
high technology to the oil and gasindus-
tries, opened shop in Azerbaijan. “The
business,” according to Modcon Sys-
tems CEO Gregory Shahnovsky, is“very
important to company growth.” He ex-
pects morelsraeli companiesto enter the
market.[27]

Statistics support the anecdotes.
Between 2000 and 2005, Israel has gone
from being Azerbaijan’s tenth largest
trading partnertoitsfifth.[ 28] Azerbaijani
industry hasbenefited tremendously. Ac-
cording to U.N. statistics, between 1997
and 2004, exports from Azerbaijan to
Israel increased from barely over US$2
million to $323 million, fueled in recent
yearsby thehigh priceof oil.[29] Indeed,
|sraeli-Azerbaijani trade now outweighs
the trade relations Israel has developed
with the countries of Central Asiaby at
least a factor of five.[30]

Indirectly, Isragli businessmenhave
helped encourage Azerbaijan to pursue
policiesof strategic benefit to Jerusalem.
Since 1993, mgjor Israeli entrepreneurs
such as Shoul Eisenberg have spear-
headed |arge-scal e energy projectsinthe
Caspian region and Central Asia with
government support. Israeli business-
man Yossi Maimon, for example, was
instrumental in brokering gas pipeline
deals throughout Central Asia, such as
theMarch 1999 $2.5 billion pipelinedeal
from Turkmenistanto Turkey. Heboasted
to The Wall Street Journal in 2001 that
“thisistheGreat Gameall over[again] ...
wearedoingwhat U.S. and Isragli policy
could not achieve. Controlling the trans-
port routeiscontrollingtheproduct.”[31]
Israeli strategic thinkers expected that
establishing friendly ties to Azerbaijan
would not only provide energy security
but also allow Jerusalem to influence
pipeline routes, a benefit both to Isragli
political clout and afactor to strengthen
Israel’ salies at the expense of itsadver-
saries. In 2002, Israel was Azerbaijan’'s
largest importer of oil after Italy.[32]

The ultimate route of the $3.2 bil-
lionBaku-Thilisi-Ceyhanpipeline, for ex-
ample, circumvents Iran and Russia and
ties secular, pro-Western Azerbaijan,

Georgia, and Turkey together in a way
that enhances Isragl’ s strategic interests,
an aspect acknowledged by Prime Min-
ister Binyamin Netanyahu in 1997[33]
andrecognizedin Azerbaijanaswell.[34]
Rafael Abbasov, former director of eco-
nomic and trade development at the Is-
raeli embassy in Baku and now an eco-
nomicsofficer at the Asian Development
Bank in Azerbaijan, believesthat thereis
growing covert collaboration in the en-
ergy sector between|srael and Azerbaijan
which does not show up on trade-bal-
ancesheets. “Intermsof oil, Isragli firms
arealot moreinvolved than at first meets
theeye,” Abbasov said. “ Often they reg-
ister as U.S. or U.K. branches and thus
enter the Azerbaijani energy market and
participate in bidding for tender con-
tracts.”[35]

Asthelndianand Chineseappetites
for oil increase, so too does the possibil-
ity to expand cooperation further with
the export of oil through the Ashgelon-
Eilat pipeline which could provide an
alternativeto shipmentsthroughthe Suez
Canal and Persian Gulf.[36]

Politics

Whiletrade hasincreased steadily,
political cooperation has ebbed and
flowed. Mutual statementsof diplomatic
understanding haveseldom beenfollowed
by decisive action. Little came from the
April 1992 agreement to exchange am-
bassadors. For several years, Benny
Haddad, a 24-year-old Israeli Defense
Forcesriflemanwithno diplomatic expe-
rience represented Israeli interests in
Azerbaijan. Only later wasEliezer Y otvat,
Israel’s first ambassador to Azerbaijan,
formally appointed. Bakumeanwhilemade
overturestoward Jerusalem by appealing
to Jewish investorsand publicly sending
stateforeignpolicy advisor VafaGuluzade
to Israel, but Baku did not nominate a
permanent ambassador. To date,
Azerbaijan hasnot yet fulfilled its prom-
ise to open an embassy in Israel. Like-
wise, nothing came of Azerbaijani secre-
tary of state Ali Karimov’ spublicattempt
to organize a meeting between Elcibey
and then Isragli prime minister Yitzhak
Rabin.[37]

The only public embrace came in
August 1997 when I sraeli primeminister
Netanyahu visited Azerbaijani president
Heydar AliyevinBaku. Duringtheir brief
meeting, they discussed various issues
ranging from new oil deals, to Iran's
nuclear ambitions, to trilateral coopera-
tion between lIsrael, Turkey, and
Azerbaijan.[38] Whilethemeeting solidi-
fied strategic understanding and led to
increased defense cooperation, it had
few positive diplomatic consequences.
After fifteen years of diplomatic rela
tions, the two countries have not signed
a single official treaty. As one senior
Israeli diplomat laments, “There is no
formalization of these rel ationships. Not
even acultural agreement, or tourism ...
Formal relationshavenot yet yielded one
single agreement between the two
states.”[39]

Perhaps the only successful diplo-
matic initiatives have been in youth ex-
changes. In 2003, Jerusalem and Baku
agreed to facilitate study opportunities
for Azerbaijani scientists and doctorsin
Israel.[40] The Azerbaijan-lsrael Y outh
Friendship Society works to promote

youth relations through the teaching of
each others' histories. Kanan Seyidov,
the society’s deputy chief of interna
tional relations, explained that the pro-
gramworksto explain “thereal situation
of Israeli people living under the every-
day terror threat, and the impact of Ar-
menian aggression and occupation on
Azerbaijan.”[41]

TheNew Great Game

Nevertheless, both Jerusalem and
Baku recognize that they are better off
working with each other (and Turkey)
thanallowingRussianor Iranianinfluence
to become paramount. Even asdiplomatic
relationsremainlessformal, Azerbaijan’s
neighbors recognize the growing impor-
tance of |srael-Azerbaijan ties.

Iran. At the heart of Azerbaijan-
Israel cooperation lie their mutual fear
and distrust of Iran. Israel has obvious
reasons for distrusting the Islamic Re-
public: Iranian leaders from Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini to former presidents
‘Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani and
Muhammad Khatami to current presi-
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad have all
called for lIsrael’s destruction.[42]
Azerbaijan hasamore complicated rela
tionship with Iran. On the one hand,
Azerbaijan shareshistorictiesand areli-
gious bond with predominantly Shi‘ite
Iran. Far more ethnic Azerislivein Iran
than in independent Azerbaijan. But
Tehran has sought to destabilize
Azerbaijan. It has engaged in arms traf-
fickingwith Armenian separatists[43] and
trained Azeri mullahsto preachan|slamist
message that has undercut traditiona
Azerbaijani secularism.[44] Tehran gave
littlesupport totheir Shi‘itebrethreninthe
early 1990s when Azerbaijan’s economy
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Shooting For Peace:

Armenian Photogs Reach Out
To Lebanon’sChildren

By John Hughes
ArmeniaNow reporter

A team of Armenian photojournal-
ists, including ArmeniaNow’s Karen
Mirzoyan, returned last Thursday from
10 days in Lebanon to launch a project

live are in the north of the country and
were not dramatically impacted by the
bombing and rocket attacks by Isradli
military. (Still, some 1,000 Lebanese-
Armenians fled to Armenia before the
August 14 ceasfire.)

Beirut, home to about 100,000 Ar-
menian Diaspora, isincomparableto the

aimed at helping the war-stricken chil-

Ruben M angasaryan-Heidar M ehmde' sfamily mournsason’sloss

dren of Beirut.

Led by veteran photojournalist
Ruben Mangasaryan, the group also in-
cluded German Avagyan and Anahit
Hairapetyan, membersof Mangasaryan's
Patker Photo Agency. The younger pho-
tojournalists(Mirzoyan and Hairapetyan
were aso students of Mangasaryan and
Avagyan in a training program at
Caucasus Media Institutein Y erevan.)
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city Mangasaryan saw on hislast assign-
ment there, in 2001.

“Last time it was active, like a
beehive,” Mangasaryan says. “Now, itis
empty, because all the foreigners have
left. The southern part of the city isin
ruins — like Gyumri, after the earth-
quake.”

Over the course of their mission,
the quartet shot some 2,000 photos each.

Ruben M angasar yan-A new cemetery for war dead, Nabatia

“Since Armenia has been in situa-
tionslikethisand hasreceived help from
other countries, now itisour duty to help
others,” Mangasaryansays. “ Financially,
Armenia cannot provide serious assis-
tance, but we can help by providing
information.”

Thephotojournalistsweretheonly
Armenian presswho havereported from
L ebanonsincethefighting. Mangasaryan
says Armeniaitself isin a unique posi-
tion to help Lebanon, owing to its close
relations and to geo-political circum-
stance.

“Armeniais one of the few coun-
triesthat has good rel ationswith both the
MiddleEast andtheWest,” Mangasaryan
says. “The United States isin bad rela
tions with Lebanon (because of its sup-
port of Isragl). Jewish communities are
surely not going to help. Thisis a good
chance for Armenia to have a valuable

rolein theregion.”

Thephotojournalistswent owntheir
own initiative. They received financial
support from K-Telecom CJSC
(VivaCell), and were assisted by the Ar-
menian Embassy in Lebanon. In South
Lebanon, the team was hosted and as-
sisted by NBN TV correspondent Ali
Diab. Much of the expensewas absorbed
by the photo agency. Those wishing to
contribute to the further activities of the
project, may do so via
www.patkerphoto.com.

The team almost became stranded
in Lebanon. After one flight back to
Yerevan was cancelled, the next was
overbooked. They were told no seats
wereavailableuntil October. Uponlearn-
ing of thesituation, ArmaviaAirlinessent
alarger aircraft than wasnormally sched-
uled, to accommodate the photojournal-
ists and others.
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German Avagyan-Qanavillage

Thejournalistsleft Y erevan August
19, and spent their timein L ebanon docu-
menting the aftermath of war. They also
shot inthe Armenian village of Ainchar.
According to Mangasaryan, cities
and settlements where most Diaspora

Afterfinal edits, theimageswill beexhib-
itedin Yerevan, and will appear online.

Theultimategoal of theprojectisto
raise awareness of the suffering of
Lebanon’s children and to raise funding
for their aid.
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dUBulubL RUMESNMTUBULY CuRUuNh® UbNh@ehhy I ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION

CPLU

SUrr-YEARS

Proud Past, Exciting Future.

PGndGuinp UGgbGwy, Lniuwpnn Uwwaquy:

AGBU

A NEW ARMENIAN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION

3AGBUE

1GH ssunuL“‘

TO MEET THE SCHOLASTIC, DEVELOPMENTAL
AND SOCIAL NEEDS OF OUR YOUTH IN PASADENA,
GLENDALE, BURBANK AND SURROUNDING
COMMUNITIES IN THE SAN GABRIEL VALLEY

Affiliated with AGBU Manoogian-Demirdjian School,
a College Preparatory High School Serving

the Greater Los Angeles Armenian

Community for 30 Years.

::n

OPEN HOUSE AND ORIENTATION
AUGUST 30 & SEPTEMBER 6, at 7:30pPm
New students and their parents are welcome.

* Enrollment open for students in Grades 9, 10 and 11
for the first year.

* First High School Graduating Senior Class in June 2008,

» (Offering a challenging college preparatory academic
program in a safe, caring and supportive environment.

* Armenian program to focus on the Armenian identity,

culture, history and rich heritage of the Armenian people.

» Financial assistance available for qualified families.

CLASSES WILL BEGIN ON
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2006

For further information and how to register your child,
please call (626) 794-0363 or (818) 883-5379

AGEU High School - Pasadena
2495 E. Mountain Street, Pasadena, California 91104
www.agbuphs.org

IN ITS SEGOND
CENTURY.

A Centennial Symposium.
"Tribute to the Past - Pathways to the Future”

Presented by:
AGBU SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT COMMITTEE
In {:}.rapr:'r:!.r:'m: with

USC INSTITUTE OF ARMENIAN STUDIES
Part .ryr L/SC ¢ :f.rfe"fgr r.:l,f ‘Letters, Arts ¢ Sciences

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2006

9:30 AM — 3:30 rMm
University of Southern California, Town and Gown
Figueroa and Exposition - Gate 3 Entrance
Los Angeles, CA

Overview of Global Activities of AGBU
with a focus on United States and Armenia

The Seminar will Address:
* Organizational Structure
* Cultural and Educational Activities
* Sports, Youth, and Young Professionals Programs
* New Challenges and Opportunities
* Constituency Development

Paper Presentations by:
DR. H. RICHARD DEKME]JIAN
USC)
DR. MATTHEW JENDIAN
(O Fremao)

DR. MIHRAN AGBABIAN
(President Emeritus, American University of Armenia)
DR. HARUTYUN ALEKSANYAN
(Armenian State Pedagogical University, Yerevan)
REV. FR. KTRI] DEVE]JIAN
(Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin)

DR. ANI YAZEDJIAN
(Texas State University)

DR. ANI MOUGHAMIAN
(LA Unified Scheol District)
PAMELA ABBAMONTIAN
(PhD Candidate, UCLA)

Special Guest Speaker:

HON. PAUL R. IGNATIUS

Former

Secretary of the Navy - Under Secretary of the Army - Assistant Secretary of Defense

(:ﬂ}ﬂ'.l],':lli.l'.l'l{_'ﬂfﬂr}" I.'Jﬂ."ﬂl{F.lﬁt.. ]'l.ll'.l.f]'.l :l['.ld. .‘iI'I'.TCl{.‘u' Wi]] I'H.' sun’{_‘d
Attendance is by reservation only — Seating is limited
Please RSVP ar: AGBU Alex Manoogian Center
(626) 794-7942 or seminar@agbuca.org

AGBU CENTENNIAL SPONSORS

™
CROWNE PLAZA

K Commeton Gisino

HOTELS & RESORTS

.'1"11..|r'I 7148792100 - commercecasing.com

6131 E.Telegraph Rd.- Commerce, CA 90 'ﬂuiu 3

Bank of Orange County is a full service bank prepared to

meet the needs of both small and large businesses. Contact:
Gus Ghusayni
BANK of ORANGE COUNTY  cgmmercial Real Estate Senior Vice President

411 M.Central Avenue
Glendale, CA 91203
bankoforangecounty.com
(818) 548-2720

Term Loans and Lines
Free Business Checking
High Rate Money Market

:BOC )

A Divirion nf Placer Sierra Bank
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u. luUPUY

Oqnuwinu 16

MG shpw - Twquwiuunwa 0-0
Utiwwbtdpbp 2
Utpwhw - Uinpwkydw 1-0
LGhwuwnwG - DhGpwbnw 1-3

Utiywnbtipbp 6

Uwnnwtjdwl - Twqufuuinwa 1-1
ShGwbunw - OGnppnilyw 1-1
LGhwuwnw - Ukpwhw 1-1
Jwjwuwnwb - MG 8dhpw 1-1

U. hvdpwyh nwuwernpniip

dhbGwhunw 211 0 42 4 OnppnLyuwy 17010111
Utipwhw 2110 21 4 Ugnwtjowh 2011 121
MbGhpw 2 110 1-0 4 LGhwunwG 2 01124 1
NwqwfuunnwG 2 02 0 1-1 2 Swwuwnwb 1001010
Pr. wURUY

Oqnuwnu 16 hunwhw-LhpdwGhw1-1

dwpno UnghGtp - Ypwuwnwb 0-6 UGtwywbGaptp 6

UGwwbtaptp 2 LhpjwGhw - Uynywinhw 1-2
Uyndwhw - dwpo Unghbtin 6-0 NippwhGw - YpwuwnwG 3-2
Jdpwuwnwb - dpwbuw 0-3 Spwluw - Pnwhw 3-1

P. vipwyh nwuwrnpnidp

Uyndwhw 2200 81 6 Puwuhuw 2012 24 1
dpwluw 2200 61 6 Lhpjulhw 2011231
Jpwuwnwa 3102 86 3

q. vUPUY

Utwywnbaptp 2 UtwywbGaptp 6

Uwipw - MnuGhw 2-5 Lnpytyhw - Unpinwicthw 2-0
3nLGqunhw - bnpybyhw 1-4 @ntpphw - Uwipw 2-0

Unpunwihw - 3nLGwuwnwb 0-1 MnuGhw - InLGqunphw 1-3

Q. ludpwyh nwuwrnpniLdp

LnpytYyhw 2200616 3nLGqwphw 210145 3
[@nLpphw 17100 20 3 Unpuinwithw 2002030
3nLhwuwnwil 17100 10 3 Uwpw 2002270
MnuGhw 210165 3

N. vUPUY

Utwywubaptp 2 Ubwywbkdiptp 6

Qtifuhw - Ywytu 2-1 Uindwphuw - 26fuhw 0-3

Urndwphw - Yhypnu 6-1 Uwl UwphbGo- QtpdwGhw 0-13
Qtipdwbhw - bppwbwnw 1-0

1. ludpwyh nwuwLnpnLdp

Qtpdwbhw 2200 14-0 6 Ppuwbunw 1001010
Qb6fuhw 2200 51 3 Yhwypnu 100116 0
Undwphw 21 01 64 3 UwbUwphGo 10010130
Guitu 1001120

6. UPUY

Oqnuwinu 16 Ubwyuwnbdpkp 6
tupnGhw - UwpbunnGhw 0-1 Mntuwuwnwb - upnjwnhw 0-0
Ubwwbdaptp 2 bupwykp - UGunnppw 4-1

UGqlhw - UGnnppw 5-0 UwptinnGhw - UGqhw 0-1
tupnGhw - bupuwyky 0-1

6. ludpwyh nwuwLnpnLdp

UGqLhw 2 200 60 6 tupnjunhw 1010 00 1
Pupuwjtg 2 200 51 6 tupnGhw 2002020
UwptinnGhw 2101 11 3 UGwnppw 1001050
MnLuwunwb 101 0 00 1

9. wUPLMG T

UGwuwnbdptbp 2 ULtwywnbkiptp 6

3pru. PplwGuw - hupwGuw 0-3 huiwGunw - Swhhdwnp 0-2

Lwpyhw - Cnikwn 0-1 Gnitw - LhiupGopw)G 3-1

Uwwlhw - Lhtuplypw)G4-0 3ptu. Ppwbunw - UywGhw 3-2

2. ludpwlyh nwuwLnpnidp

Cnikwn 2200416 ywwthw 210163 3
Swhhdwnp 1100 20 3 Lwpyhw 1001010
Pujwhunw 2101 32 3 |huphpwd 2002 170
3pru. bppwlinw 2 1 0 1 35 3

t. vURUY

Ubwwnbdptp 2 Ubwwnbdptp 6

Mhtneniuhw - UpwwGhw 2-2 Ulwwlhw - Mntdwbhw 0-2
NnLiwGhw - Mt jwphw 2-2 Mntlywphw -Uinwbhw 3-0
Lntpuwdwntpl - Inpwbuw 0-1 3njwbwnw - MhGnnniuhw 3-0

E. vdpwlyh nwuwLnpnidp

Anpwlnw 220040 6 mygnpnupw 2 0 1 1 25 1
E”Léubgfﬁhw g 1 1 82‘% j Lnipuwdwnipy 1 0 0 1 01 0
nLdwGhw -

UgwwGhu 5011 24 1 UinqwGhw 17001030
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Yes, | wish to subscribeto

Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (oneyear) * $50,00 for USA
* $60,00 (second class), $ 75,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.
* $85,00 (second class), $ 125,00 (Air Mail) Over seas.

Name: ---------=--mmmemeemmeee oo oo ceeeeee
Address; ----------—-mmm o
City: --------- Sate:--------- Zip Code:------
Country: -------------
Td (- Fax @ -------—-m-mommmemee -

Jessica Demirdjian

REALTOR®

# Prudential
California Realty
9878 Hibert Street

San Diego, CA 92131
Bus 858 653-6400 Fax 858 653-6440
Cell 619 846-7738 jessicad@prusd.com

& Anindependently owned and operated member of Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.
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festival

Armenlcm Independance Day
sunday September 24,2006 IR

Verdugo Park, Glendale
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