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PANELISTS:

Bill Bogaard

Pasadena City Mayar:

Paul Little

Pagadena City Cowmlman:

Bernard

Melekian
Pusadena Police Chief:

ZpwiyuwipwluwhG Usungpu @wuwwnpliw Lwnwph
NEYwwpnipbwG LEn
COMMUNITY FORUM TO D15CUSS ISSUES OF CONCERN
IN THE CITY OF PASADENA

Inphppwpprh, Lnlwnbdpbp 25, 2006, 7:30 |.G.
Wednesday, October 25, 2006 , 7:30 pm

The Armenian Athletic Associaton “*Homenmen™ Center
1060 M. Allen Ave, Pasadena

Dennis J.
Downs

Pasadena Fire Chief

Dr. Percy
Clﬂl’k, Jr.

Pasadena Uwified Scbool
Superintendent:

[t’s about your taxes, your kids’ schools, your safety
and your daily commute ...

It’s about development, open space and sprawl...

It’s about city resources and costs. ..
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Armenian General Benevolent Union
Central Board of Directors
55 East 59th Street
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A SYMPHONIC

COLLABORATION
CUILT L AR ELEBF ™

FRIDAY, NOVERBER 10, 2006, 7:30 BN,
[Gallery apens at 7 p.m. Please arrive promplly)
Lake Avenue Ghurch

03 M. Lake Ase.

Pasadena, Ca 8110

AZusa Pachc Linkarsity's Syrmphormy Orchesira and
e Lako Avsdrms Chambar Symphory comibine for
this speacial evening of music, Guest artists inchade;

Ediiard Tapehian, condisstoe

ArTnestian Philiaimmgnie Oreliseira

Karen Kacharyam, cello

Armenian Philharmonic Orchesira

Dwane Funderburk, plano

Anza Facific Unkersity, Laka fvemue Church

Al Russall, violin

Anmn Facilic University, Laka feenoe Chunch

lNickats avellable September 18, 2006,
;7 QEFIE"'EIl admigsion [edults and s8nors;)
$£10 Tor sludents with 1.0
For lickets and addiional infomation, cal:

Fasadans [626) 844-4723

AZusa (E26) B15-5404
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French President JacquesChiracin Yerevan:
Recognition of the Armenian Genocide Should Be a Precondition for

Turkey’sMem

French President Jacques Chirac
ended on Sunday a state visit to Arme-
nia during which he urged Turkey to
recognize the mass killings and depor-
tations of Armenians in the Ottoman
Empire as genocide. He also called on
Armenia and Azerbaijan to take the
“final step” towards the resolution of
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

Chirac, the first French head of
state to set foot on Armenian soil,
received a red-carpet reception during
histhree-day stay inthe Armenian capital
that included the inauguration of acen-
tral Y erevan square named after France.

Although no bilateral agreements
were signed, officials said the trip ce-
mented a warm relationship berween
the two countries.

According to Foreign Minister
Vartan Oskanian, the unresolved
Karabakh conflict topped the agenda of
Saturday’s talks between Chirac and
Kocharian. “I want to believe that the
time for peace has come,” Chirac said
in a speech earlier on Saturday before
thousands of people present at the in-
auguration of the new “ France Square”
in downtown Yerevan. “I want to be-
lieve in it because | know the price of
war. Peace requires one final step. A
difficult step, a step which is an act of
faith in the future of people.”

Chirac, who has personally ar-
ranged Armenian-Azerbaijani summits
on Karabakh, went on to urge the con-
flicting parties to display the “courage
to move against the apparent security
of the status quo.” “Thisfinal step can
and must be taken both in Y erevan and
Baku,” he said.

The French president also de-
scribed the Karabakh conflict as the
most serious of the challenges facing
post-Soviet Armenia. “A challenge
which Armenia can and must meet
because only a lasting and just peace
will allow your people to turn their
hopes into reality,” he said in remarks
broadcast liveby Armenian statetel evi-

bersnip in the European

Union

T

— X

French President JacquesChir ac, second left,and hiswieBer nadette, thirdleft,takepart

inawr eath layingcer emony asthey pay tributetothe Ar menian genocidevictimsat the

Tsteernakaberd Memorial

sion and repeatedly interrupted by rap-
turous applause.

Chirac clearly enjoyed the lime-
light, taking more than 20 minutes to
mingle with the jubilant crowd waving
Armenian and French flags after the
inauguration ceremony. The 73-year-
old must have won over more Arme-
nian hearts and minds when he indi-
cated at the subsequent news confer-
ence that recognition of the Armenian
genocide should be a precondition for
Turkey’s membership in the European
Union.

"Should Turkey recognize the
genocide of Armeniato join the Euro-
pean Union? Honestly, | believe so,”
Chirac said. “Each country grows by
acknowledging its dramas and errors
of the past.

“Can one say that Germany,
which has deeply acknowledged the
Holocaust, hasas aresult lost credit? It
has grown.”

Chirac’s Armenia itinerary also
included a visit to the Tsitsernakabert

Foreign Ministry said in a statement.

are expected to last many years.

Turkey Raps Chirac Comments on Armenian Genocide

ANKARA -- Turkey on Tuesday criticized remarks by French President
Jacques Chirac that Ankara must recognize the 1915 massacre of Armenians
as genocide before joining the European Union.

"We were deeply saddened by the statements supporting the baseless
Armenian claims during the visit by President Chirac to Armenia,” the Turkish

Chirac should instead support Turkish Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan’s
call for ajoint commission of Turkish and Armenian historians to assess what
really happened more than 90 years ago, the ministry said. It noted that |ast year
Chirac said theissue of France’'sown alleged maltreatment of peoples under its
former colonial rule should be left to historians to argue over.

Chirac has also promised French voters a chance to vote on whether
Turkey shouldjointhe EU after it hascompleted itsentry negotiations. Thetalks

The EU’s Enlargement Commissioner Olli Rehn said during a visit to
Ankara on Tuesday that recognizing the Armenian massacres as genocide was
not acondition for Turkey’sEU membership. “Wewant to encourage arational,
constructive debate (about what happened),” said Rehn, who said he had
welcomed Erdogan’s proposal for a commission.

memorial in Yerevan and the adjacent
Armenian GenocideMuseum. Hewrote
asingle world in the museum’ s guest-
book: “Remember.”

Later on Saturday, Chirac and
attended an open-air concert in
Yerevan’s main Republic Square by
renowned French-Armenian singer
Charles Aznavour and other French
singers. Tens of thousands of people
packed the sprawling square to watch
the show.

Chirac flew back to Paristhe next
day after meeting with the head of the
Armenian Apostolic Church, Catholicos
Garegin 1, inthe church’s Echmiadzin
headquarters.

Armenia,Azerbaijan
Agreeto Resume
Direct Talks

4 gl

Fasser,left,Merzlyakov, center,and Bryza
pictured after their talksin Y erevan

YEREVAN -- Theforeign minis-
ters of Armenia and Azerbaijan will
meet in Moscow on Friday for face-to-
face peace talks that could be followed
by another crucial Armenian-Azerbaijani
summit on Nagorno-Karabakh, inter-
national mediators said on Tuesday.

The senior French, Russian and
U.S. diplomats co-chairing the OSCE
Minsk Group made the announcement
after talks with the leaders of the two
nations. They werein Baku on Monday
and are scheduled to meet with the
Armenian leadership of Karabakh in
Stepanakert on Wednesday in their | at-
est round of shuttle diplomacy.

Speaking at a joint news confer-
ence in Yerevan, the mediators said
Foreign Minister Vartan Oskanian and
his Azerbaijani counterpart Elmar
Mammadyarov will likely hold another
round of negotiations next week in an
attempt to kick-start the deadlocked
peace process.

In the words of Bernard Fassier,
the group’s French co-chair, the two
ministerswill specifically look intothe

Continued on page4

77 Membersof CongressCall for U.S. Recognition of
| ndependenceof Karabakh

WASHINGTON, DC -- To mark
the 15th Anniversary of Artsakh’s In-
dependence, Members of Congress
joined the Co-Chairs of the Congres-
sional Caucuson Armenian Issues, Joe
Knollenberg (R-MI) and Frank Pallone,
Jr. (D-NJ), in sending aletter to Presi-
dent Bush urging him “to recognize the
15th anniversary of the independence
of the Nagorno Karabakh Republic
[Artsakh]” and calling the President’s
attention to Artsakh’'s “efforts in fur-
thering their democracy and creating
an independent state.”

The congressional letter, signed
by 77 members and sent to the White
House on September 29, highlights a
long history of U.S support to Nagorno
Karabakh and the will of the people of
Artsakh to build ademocratic and eco-
nomically viable country. The letter
also notes the continuation of
Azerbaijan’ sdestructive policy, which
threatens peace and stability in the re-
gion and “goes against U.S. interests.”
Most importantly, the congressional

letter advocates for expansion of U.S.
political and economicengagement with
Nagorno Karabakh.

The letter said in part: “As we
work towards peace, the United States
can and must expand its engagement
with the lawfully and democratically
established Nagorno Karabakh Repub-
lic. Thesetiesshould not be dictated by
outside forces but rather should be
guided by the shared val ues of our two
nations. [...] We should build on this
success by investing in developmental
and good governance programs that
will strengthen Nagorno-Karabakh's
economy, democratic institutions, and
promote even greater cooperation on a
range of regional and security issues.”

Rep. JoeKnollenberg (R-MI), who
co-chairs the Armenian Caucus, said:
“The United States stands for freedom
and democracy, values that have viv-
idly triumphed in Nagorno Karabakh,
Artsakh, without any international sup-

Continued on page4
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Diggingup Dirt:

Mining Dispute Extracts Char ges of
Corruption and Illegal Exploitation

By Arpi Harutyunyan
ArmeniaNow reporter

A dispute between agold company
and Armenia s Ministry of Environment
Protection has spilled over to the United
StatesEmbassy in Armenia, with charges
of illegal business and bribery.

TheGlobal Gold Mining Company
(GGM), saysitshasbeendeniedalicense
to expand its operations in Armenia be-
causeit refuses*“to participatein corrup-
tion” — which is commonly understood
tomean that they will not pay bribes. The
company has taken its complaint to the
Americans.

Minister of Environment Protec-
tionVartan AivazyandeniesGGM’ salle-
gations, and says the mining company is
operating illegally because it does not
have proper licensing.

Thedisputegrowsfrom June, when
the mining company was informed its
right to further exploration had been
revoked.

Ashot Poghosyan, attorney and di-
rector of the GGM Armenian branch that
theMEPhas*flagrantly violated thelaws
by depriving the company of a license
without a notice; and then, the decision
has been absolutely groundless.”

While the ministry has maintained
that GGM isinviolation of law, the MEP
has not taken action in court to stop their
activities—leadingto speculationthat the
eithertheministry’ slegal positionisweak,
or that it does not wish to have its
relationswith GGM investigated.

(Sourcesfamiliar with negotiations
between the ministry and GGM tell
ArmeniaNow that the alleged bribery in-
volvessevera milliondollars.)

Founded in 1996, the U.S.-based
GGM Company belongsto aconsortium
of investors and is engaged in industrial
mining of mineralsin Armeniaand Chile.
The company has already invested 8
million dollars in Armenia and plans to
increaseitsinvestmentsto 10 millionsby
the end of the year.

GGM has finished preparatory
worksfor exploitation of the Tukhmanuk
gold mine and continues to survey the
mines of Hankavan, Getik and Marjan.

Aivazyan says surveying currently
being conducted by the company isille-
gdl.

“Global Gold exploits the mines
without being registered in the list of
companies engaged in geodesic surveys
at the Ministry,” says the minister.

A letter from the Ministry sent in
June to the company said its license has
been discontinued because it failed to
meet its obligations.

“Taking into account that the com-
pany has not fulfilled the works stipu-
lated by the project, has not submitted
information on the surveys and has not
signed alicense agreement by the present
moment, the RA Ministry of Environ-
mental Protection repeals the speciadl li-

Minister of Environment Protection
Vartan Aivazyan

censefor survey number onegiventothe
SHA Ltd. on 08.07.2004,” saystheletter
to the GGM.

In 2003, GGM bought 80 percent
of SHA Ltd. shares, taking on the condi-
tions of that company’s contract for
surveys in Hankavan and Marjan mines
and its registration.

Poghosyan, though, arguesthat the
Ministry isinviolation of law for revok-
ing GGM’slicense.

It appears the GGM director has
legal grounds, as Armenia's law states
the need for court mediation in such
matters.

“TheMinistry had noright to make
adecisionof thelicensewithdrawal with-
out passing through the court. It is a
violationof law,” saysGagik Adibekyan,
a department head at the Ministry of
Trade and Economic Development.

Hrant Avetisyan, the Head of the
Lithosphere Protection Agency of the
Ministry of Environmental Protection,
comments, without opposing the posi-
tion of the Ministry:

“The Ministry has deprived GGM
of the license for surveys in Marjan
becausethelast surveysweredoneinthe
1970s. This means the company has not
accomplished its obligations.”

Poghosyan qualifies Avetisyan's
explanations as groundless, mentioning
thelicenseexpiresin2007." Itisnot 2007
today,” Poghosyan emphasizes.

“1 have discontinued the activity of
amine exploiter and have deprived it of
theminethat promised millionsof dollars
of income. | have done this because the
exploiter hasviolated thenormsprovided
by the RA legidlation, i.e. it has not held
appropriate geodesic surveys. Instead it
has been engaged in other things,” says
Aivazyan.

Minister Aivazyantold ArmeniaNow
that by “ other things’ he meant that GGM
buys licenses for mine exploitation at a
low price, waits a while, then sells the
license at a much higher price, causing
damageto the state. He says also the most
vivid proof of thelatter isthe Ararat gold-
mining enterprise. Director of GGM and
prominent Diaspora attorney Van
Kirkorian, bought the enterprise license
and later sold it a higher price.

Poghosyan claims, however, that
GGM has been among the enterprises
investing in the Ararat mine, although it
has been replaced by another organiza-
tion.

Mkwnp NLGh IwbpkG

«4U30» Gphpunwuwpnwwb LnLwquwfunLdpp

Gphunwuwpn Bpghg LYwd Gpggnihph
ItwnwppppnennbGtpp Uptwb IGnwdw)ll

NwqdhyhG 818-590-2824

Gpqtipn. Swbop

Armenia'sOpposition Launches
‘Anti-Criminal M ovement’

YEREVAN -- Armenia’s leading
opposition parties announced on Thurs-
day thelaunchof ajoint movement against
what they see as rising crime and grow-
ing presence of “criminal elements’ in
government.

A joint declaration signed by 15
partiesafter aseriesof meetingsdeplores
the“criminalization of thepolitical field”
and warns of a“loss of Armenian state-
hood.” “Citizens of the Republic of Ar-
meniaareunprotected intheir own coun-
try,” it says. “Innocent peoplefall victim
to periodical murders.”

The opposition accusations fol-
lowed a recent wave of high-profile
murdersand aninflux of influential indi-
vidual swith questionablereputationsinto
thegoverning Republican Party of Arme-
nia(HHK). Theaccusationsareshrugged
off by the Armenian government and its
allieswho arguethat the country’ scrime
rateisstill oneof thelowest intheformer
Soviet Union. They haveal so condemned
those who consider new HHK recruits
criminals.

Opposition leadersinvolved in the
initiativeearlier pledgedtonameconcrete
government-connectedindividual sguilty

of illegal acts. But their declaration men-
tions only President Robert Kocharian
and Defense Minister Serzh Sarkisian.
“Criminal acts in the country are com-
mitted with the connivance and direct
encouragement of the Robert Kocharian-
Serzh Sarkisian duo,” it says.

What exactly the newly formed
“anti-criminal movement” planstodois
unclear. “Our task now is to show the
publicthat alarge part of the government
iscriminalized,” said Aram Karapetian,
theleader of the Nor Zhamanakner party
and the movement’ s main initiator.

“We have not gathered just to in-
formthepublic,” clarified another oppo-
sitionist, HovannesHovannisian. Thenew
opposition grouping will come up with a
plan of relevant actions soon, he said.

Karapetian admitted that the op-
position has yet to begin debating that
plan.

The joint declaration was signed
by 13 political parties that included
"Homeland and Homor" Partry, "New
Times' Party, "National Union" Party,
Peoples Party of Armenia, Constitutial
Rights Union, Republic Party, SD
Hunchakian Party and others.

“During the deal with the shares of
Ararat enterprise, Van Kirkorian was
just a lawyer, therefore nothing could
have been sold upon his decision,” ex-
plains Poghosyan.

The controversy betweenthe Min-
istry of Environmental Protection and
GGM becametop newsinthe Armenian
newspapersthissummer. Whilethemin-
ister was having his summer holidaysin
Europe, theArmeniandailiespublisheda
seriesof articlesabout Aivazyan being a
Hanrapetakan (“Republican”) Party
board member, about his wealth and
specul ated that hewould resign the min-
istry.

News spread in the same period
that GGM had sent to the US Embassy
an audio tape of the minister demanding

abribe.

A statement from the US Embassy
denied having received such atape, add-
ing: “We strongly urge Armenian offi-
cialstoinvestigate and prosecute corrup-
tion allegations, and especially those in-
volving government ministers or other
senior officials.”

Aivazyan says he regrets that the
US Embassy has been drawn into the
controversy and says GGM has accused
him of corruption when “I try to bring
them to order”.

“We are an international company
and operate exceptionally within the
frameworks of the law. We are commit-
ted to excluding corruption from our
activities. It appears, thisstyle of work is
notadoptedin Armenia,” saysPoghosyan.
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UAF’'s140th Airlift Delivers$1Million of Aid
toArmenia

GLENDALE -- The United Arme-
nianFund s140thairliftarrivedinY erevan
on September 30, delivering over $1
million of humanitarian assistance. The
UAF itself collected $106,000 of medi-
cinesand medical suppliesfor thisflight,
most of which were donated by
AmeriCares($83,000); CatholicMedical
MissionBoard ($14,000) and Heal th Part-
ners International of Canada ($9,000).

Other organizationswhich contrib-
uted goods for thisairlift were: Fund for
Armenian Relief ($385,000); Nork
Marash Medical Center ($166,000); Cen-
tre D’ Assistance Mondial Armenien de
Montreal ($90,000); Dr. Stephen M.
Kashian ($84,000); Hershey Medical
Center ($55,000); Focus Armenia/Dr.
Mary Alani ($54,000); and Sacred Heart
Medical Center ($41,000). Also contrib-
utingtothisairliftwere: AnahidY eremian
($19,000); Howard Karagheusian Com-
memorative Foundation ($18,000); Ar-

menian Relief Society ($16,000); Arme-
nian Cultural Foundation ($15,000); Ar-
menian General Benevolent Union
($13,000); Dr. Samuel Maayan ($10,000)
and Armenian AmericanMedical Society
of CA ($10,000).

Since its inception in 1989, the
UAF hassent $447 million of humanitar-
ian assistance to Armenia on board 140
airlifts and 1,359 sea containers.

The UAF isthe collective effort of
the Armenian Assembly of America, Ar-
menian General Benevolent Union, Ar-
menian Missionary Association of
America, Armenian Relief Society, Dio-
ceseof the Armenian Church of America,
Prelacy of theArmenian Apostolic Church
of America and The Lincy Foundation.

For more information, contact the
UAF office at 1101 North Pacific Av-
enue, Suite 301, Glendale, CA 91202 or
call (818) 241-8900.

2006 ARPA I nternational Film Festival
October 25-27

HOLLYWOOD -- The 2006 Arpa
International Film Festival presentsthree
programs of Armenian films on Thurs-
day, October 26, 2006 at the historic
Egyptian Theatre in Hollywood.

At 6pm , 8:45pm , and 11:45pm ,
Arpawill screen 12 films by Armenian
filmmakers, starring Armenian actors,
and addressi ng the unique circumstances
of the Armenian people.

Highlights include Shant Ha-
massian’s“ The Slowww Zombie™; “ The
Long Journey Home” aboutinternational
opera singer Isabel Bayrakdarian;
Dorothée Forma's “The Story of My
Name”; Producer Gev Kazanchyan's
“The Foundation Project” about the phe-
nomena of Qi; Peter Musurlian's “The
Long Journey fromthe NFL to Armenia’
aboutlinemanRienLong’ svisittoArme-
nia; Apo Torosyan's “Witnesses’ and
“The Gates’; James Martin's “Vort”;
and Paul Abgjian’s “You Can Handle
Bullies,” anAMA AlliancePSA onschool
bullyingwithUSOlympianLindsay Benko.

“Arpa’s goa isto connect Holly-
wood with the works of these local and
international Armenianfilmmakers,” says
festival director Alex Kalognomos. " It's
ambitious. Wehave 600 seatstofill every
2 hours with the most outstanding films
for every type of moviegoer —including
amidnight film program for theunder-30
set. Armenian organizations and com-
munity coalitions, aswell asall theyoung
Armenian filmmakers and their fans are
coming out to support Arpaon Thursday
night!”

In total, Arpa will screen 30 fea-
ture, documentary, short and animated
films from Armenia, Iran, Irag, Isra€l,
Jamaica, Greece, Lebanon, Netherlands,
South Africa, the U.K. and the U.SA.

Also included will be a retrospec-
tive of Dr. J. Michael Hagopian's* Ger-
many and the Secret Genocide.” This
year, Arpa will honor the 92 year-old
Emmy-nominated documentary film-
maker with a star-studded gala awards
banquet at the Brandview Collection on

rl

Friday, October 27 at 7:30pm .

Dr.Hagopianisreceivingthe Armin
T.Wegner Awardfor hisTrilogy of films
about the Armenian Genocide. Carla
Garapedian, director of 2006’ s* Scream-
ers’ about Systemof aDown, will present
Dr. Hagopianwithalifetimeachievement
award for his 6 decade-long career in
cinema.

Arpa welcomes back local televi-
sion personality Jill Simonian (KTLA,
W.E.Connections) asemcee. Celebrities
scheduled to present awards include ac-
tors Virginia Madsen, Jessica Biel, and
GregZarian; film producer Michael Lon-
don (*Sideways’); and talent manager
Phil Brock.

The Arpa gala awards banquet, to
beheld at theBrandview Collection ( 109
EastHarvard St., Glendale), promisesto
be anight of glamour and entertainment
in the name of Armenian and Interna-
tional cinema.

Ticketstothefilmfestival are $11.
Tickets to the Arpa awards gala tax
deductible donation of $100. And tickets
to the Arpa Fest Launch Party at
Cinespace are $20. For a schedule of
films or to reserve tickets for the Arpa
AwardsBanquet honoring Dr. J. Michael
Hagopian pleasevisitwww.AFFMA .org
or call (323) 663-1882
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Armenian Sudies at Fresno Sate
Dr.Levon Chookaszian to Speak on “ Armenian
M assacr esand Genocideand theLiberation
M ovement asReflected in Armenian Art”

FRESNO -- Dr. Levon Choo-
kaszian, Kazan Visiting Professor in
Armenian Studies at Fresno State, will
giveanillustratedlectureon” Armenian
Massacresand Genocideand theLib-
eration Movement as Reflected in
Armenian Art,” at 7:30 PM on
Wednesday, October 18, 2006. This
second lecture, in his series of three,
will be heldinthe Alice Peters Audi-
torium, Room 191, in the University
Business Center on the Fresno State
campus.

TheArmenian massacresof 1895-
96 and of 1905-1907 stimulated the
appearence of topics related to those
eventsin the works of Armenian paint-
ers. The first artist who represented
the acts of violence and ethnic cleaning
was Haroutyune Shamshinian(1856-
1914). Later on numerous Armenian
artworks were produced by different
artistsdepicting those horrible pages of
Armenian modern history.

During the Armenian Genocide of
1915-1922, certain paintersbecamethe
eyewitnesses of the deportation of the
Armenian peoplefromtheir nativelands
and portrayed those homeless people,
sometimeseven endangering their own
life.

The masstragedies of thoseyears
created thegenerationsof orphan-paint-
ers, who grew up in orphanages in
foreign countries and until the end of
their lives produced artworks full of
sadness and nostalgy.

The shortages of the Soviet sys-
tem and the ideological pressure and
censorship were not encouraging that
kind of activity and were creating ob-
stacles and problems for painters and
sculptors. The depiction of any topic
related to massacres or Genocide was
considered as nationalistic propaganda

and an attempt to destroy the interna-
tional solidarity and brotherhood of
different nations, including Armenian-
Turkish, especially Armenian-Azeri con-
nections.

Dr. Chookaszianwill utilizeslides
taken from his many trips to various
countries to illustrate his lecture.

Dr. Chookaszian will conclude
his series of the presentations on
Wednesday, November 15, with atalk
on “Armenian Art Treasures Saved
from the Genocide.” Thetalk will start
at 7:30 PM in the Peters Auditorium.

Dr. Chookaszian is an expert on
Armenian illuminated manuscripts of
the Middle Ages and has recently fin-
ished a monograph on the 13th century
Armenian painter, Toros Roslin, the
most outstanding painter of medieval
Armenia. For many years Dr. Choo-
kaszian has been Director of the
UNESCO Chair of Art History at
Y erevan State University and a Senior
Fellow and Professor of Armenian Art
at the Center for Armenian Studies at
Y erevan State University.

Dr. Chookaszian is the author of
more than 200 articles and reviews for
scholarly journals and newspapers as
well as numerous entries for encyclo-
pedias. Heis also the recipient of sev-
eral prestigiousgrantsthat have hel ped
him pursue his research in Armenian
art history.

Dr. Chookaszian has participated
in many international congresses and
symposia on the topic of Armenian,
Georgian, Russian, Persian, and Byz-
antine Art.

All lectures are fee and open to
the public.

For more on the lectures please
contact the Armenian Studies Program
at 559-278-2669.

or.
Reservations:
Tel: 818.956.7800
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A New School Year Beginsat St. Nersess

(4

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- The
2006-2007 academicyear at St. Nersess
Armenian Seminary began on Labor
Day weekend with an orientation re-
treat at the Ararat Center in Greenville,
New York. Joining the returning stu-
dents were two new seminarians, Jus-
tin Ajamian and Gregory Andonia.

Justin Ajamian, of Waldwick, New
Jersey, hasbeen studying Classical and
Modern Armenian at St. Nersess for
the past several years while he was
doing his undergraduate studies at
Ramapo College in New Jersey. There
he magjored in history. Justin comes
from a family that includes two St.

Justin Ajamian

Nersess alumni and a current student:
hispaternal uncleVartan Ajamiangradu-
ated in 1988, and his paternal aunt,
Shake Derderian, graduated in 1989.
Meanwhile, hiscousin, MariaDerderian
is acurrent seminarian. Justin and his
two brothers, Paul and Andrew, are all
alumni of the St. Nersesssummer youth
conferences. Justin, who spent a se-
mester at Yerevan State University,
first felt the call to serve the Armenian
Church as a priest when he was 14
years old.

Gregory Andonian’sfirst year at
St. Nersess comes on the heels of a
one-year accounting internship at Ernst
and Young. Greg has an MBA in ac-
counting but over thelast few years, he

realized that God was calling him to
account not for dollars but for souls.

It would not be an overstatement
to say that Greg was responsible for

GregoryAndonian

revitalizing the youth of hishome par-
ish, St. Gregory of Narek (Cleveland,
OH). He has served on the ACYOA
Central Council for three years, and
currently serves as its Chair.

Full Slate of Course Offerings

Once again, this Fall St. Nersess
offers more coursesin Armenian Stud-
ies than any other educational institu-
tion in the western hemisphere.

Back from his semester as a
Fulbright Distinguished Scholar at He-
brew University is Professor Abraham
Terian, Professor of Armenian
Patristics and Academic Dean.

Also returning this semester is
Prof. Edward G. Mathews, Jr., Recur-
ring Visiting Professor of Eastern Chris-
tian Languages and Literature. Dr.
Mathews isteaching coursesin Syriac,
which are attracting many non-Arme-
nian students. St. Nersess is the only
institutioninthemetropolitan New Y ork
areato offer graduate coursesin Syriac,
the language Jesus spoke; and the lan-
guageof agrand Christian cultureneigh-
boring Armenia.

Mathews is also teaching Clas-
sics of Armenian Spirituality. The
course examines how the Armenian

Armenia,AzerbaijanAgreeToResume
Direct Talks

Continued frompagel

possibility of organizing yet another
meeting of their presidents. Fassier and
his American and Russian colleagues
refused to speculate on the chances of
a breakthrough.

“We are not saying that we are on
the verge of a grand breakthrough or
that the difficult problems have gotten
any easier,” said, Matthew Bryza, the
U.S. co-chair. “But we do sense a
willingness by the sides to think in a
deeper way and to look for a way to
move ahead.”

Oskanianand Mammadyarov were
already scheduled to meetin New Y ork
late last month on the sidelines of the
UN General Assembly. Oskanian ef-
fectively cancelled the meeting in pro-
test against the assembly’ s decision to
discuss the conflicts in Karabakh and
elsewhere in the former Soviet Union
during its ongoing session. Armeniais
strongly opposed to any UN involve-
ment in Karabakh talks.

The issue was included on the
assembly agenda at the insistence of
Azerbaijan, Georgia, Ukraine and

M oldovathat make up aloosegrouping
of former Soviet republics known as
GUAM. They are expected to submit a
relevant resolution to the body thisfall.

Bryza indicated that the United
States will oppose any GUAM resol u-
tions that would blame the Armenian
side and run counter to the main points
of aframework peace deal disclosed by
theMinsk GroupinJune. “If theGUAM
states put forward a resolution that is
not balanced, that is not fair, that is
accusatory or simply doesn't call for a
settlement based on the basic prin-
ciples we've articulated, it won't be
helpful and we won't like it,” he said.

The mediators favor a gradual
resolution of the Karabakh dispute that
would lead to a referendum on the
disputed enclave’s status after the lib-
eration of surrounding Azerbaijani dis-
tricts controlled by Armenian forces.
They madeit clear on Tuesday that this
formula remains at the heart of their
revised peace proposals. “We still be-
lieve that our basic principles that we
have articulated provide the best hope
for afair, just and lasting settlement,”
said Bryza.

Church understands the most basic
issues of Christian life, based on read-
ings from the great saints and teachers
of our church.

Fr. Daniel Findikyan is teaching
his Introduction to Armenian Liturgy.
The two-part course begins by explor-
ing what liturgy is, where it comes
from, its place and significance in the
life of the Armenian Church and its
connection to theology. The second
half of the course presents a broad
survey of the Armenian liturgical tradi-
tion: itshistorical evolution, distinctive
features, the Divine Liturgy, sacra-
ments, liturgical cycles, liturgical books
and the liturgical year.

Assisted by Fr. Sahak Kaishian,
Fr. Findikyan is also teaching Liturgi-
cal Praxis courses on the Sacraments,
Holy Week and Occasional Services of
the Liturgical Year. These “how-to”
courses teach the students the order,
rituals, music, and propriety of the
services.

Complementing each of thelatter
threepractical courses, Maestro Khoren
M eikhanedjian, former instructor at the
Seminary of Holy Etchmiadzin, Arme-
nia, teaches the sacred music of each
service.

Professor Roberta Ervine is of-

fering thefirst in her four-course cycle
ontheHistory of the Armenian Church,
aswell ascoursesand tutorialsin Mod-
ern and Classical Armenian, assisted
by Fr. Sahak Kaishian.

Off-Campus Study

As if that were not all, our stu-
dents are also full-time students at St.
Vladimir’ sOrthodox Theol ogical Semi-
nary, wherethey areenrolledincourses
of theology, sacred Scripture, church
history, patristics and others.

Our two women seminarians,
Maria Derderian and Megan Jendian,
are also taking a course in religious
education at nearby Fordham Univer-
sity. Entitled Community, Family and
Religious Education, the course dis-
cussestherelationship of religion, fam-
ily, and education as it explores the
responsibility of church and society in
fostering religiousdevelopmentinfami-
lies.

Maria and Megan, second-year
students, are preparing to serve the
Eastern Dioceseinyouthand education
ministries.

For further information about St.
Nersess and its programs check the
Seminary website at
info@stnersess.edu .

77 Membersof CongressCall for U.S. Recognition of
| ndependenceof Karabakh

Continued frompagel

port. | am proud to support this nation
as it works to achieve formal interna-
tional recognition of its well-deserved
independence. The U.S. economic as-
sistance to Nagorno Karabakh should
be continued.”

“Time and again, the people of
Nagorno Karabakh have demonstrated
their firm commitment to values of lib-
erty and peace. They have also worked
hardto establish adevel oping democracy
and growingmarket economy. TheUnited
States should expand its political and
economic engagement with the Nagorno

Karabakh Republic,” echoed fellow Ar-
menian Caucus Co-chair Rep. Frank
Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ).

Congressmen Knollenberg and
Palloneal sothankedtheir colleagues, the
co-signers of this congressional letter to
President Bush, for supporting this criti-
cal initiative. “In its quest for freedom
and its efforts to strengthen its democ-
racy and develop its economy, Nagorno
Karabakh enjoysabroad-based congres-
sional support. Our collectiveaimwasto
convey this message to President Bush
as the Nagorno Karabakh Republic cel-
ebratesthe 15th Anniversary of | ndepen-
dence,” the congressmen said.
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Jessica Demirdjian

# Prudential

California Realty

9878 Hibert Street

San Diego, CA 92131

Bus 858 653-6400 Fax 858 653-6440
Cell 619 846-7738 jessicad@prusd.com

& Anindependently owned and operated member of Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.
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AGBU

AGBU Young Professional Los Angeles

arvest 2006

Merging of the Arts: Paris - LA

It gives the AGBU Young Professionals of Los Angeles
great pleasure to introduce to you ARVEST 2006 at
its 10th Anniversary. Arvest has become the pre-
miere event in Southern California that not only pro-
motes well-known established artists, but also seeks
out and supports young and emerging exceptional
local talent. This year's theme parallels the “Centennial
Celebrations” of the AGBU, planned for Paris in
December. *Merging of the Arts: Paris - LAY brings
together the elegance & richness of Parisian culture
with the eclectic diversity of Los Angeles. This
extraordinary event will feature classical paintings,
animation, sculpture, photography, and a fusion of
music, performance, and fashion! Featured artists
include Carzou, Jansem, Asadour, Kazanjian, Giraco,
the Beylerians, Les Vagabonds, and many more.

Experience the passion of Paris and the excitement
of Los Angeles in one memorable evening!

October 14th
7:00 pm Gala Exhibition
Los Angeles Union Station
800 N. Alameda St., Los Angeles, CA 90012

Gala/Exhibit: A pastiche of live musical and artistic
performances and interactive exhibits. An engaging
evening of eloguent discourse and culinary delight.

Open Exhibit: Visual arts only.
October 14th, 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm.
Open to public.

Tickets:
$100 Donation
(E80 if reserved and paid by October 9th)

Heavy Hors D'oeuvres Buffet Stations
and Open Bar will be served.

Payment:
To reserve tickets in advance, contact the AGBU
Center at B626-7/94-7942, or Hrair Assilan at
hrair@agbuypla.org

To reserve with a credit card please go to
http://www.agbuypla.org/arvest-2006-reservation/

Benefit Cause:
A portion of the exhibit proceeds will benefit the art
programs for the youth of the community through
the "Generation Next" mentorship program. For addi-
tional sponsorship opportunities please contact
Anahid Andreassian at anahid@agbuypla.org

IN ITS SEGOND
CENTURY.

A Centennial Symposium.
"Tribute to the Past - Pathways to the Future"

Presented by:
AGBU SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT COMMITTEE
In Cooperation with
USC INSTITUTE OF ARMENIAN STUDIES
Part of USC College of Letters, Arts & Sciences

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2006

9:30 AM — 3:30 pMm
University of Southern California, Town and Gown
Figueroa and Exposition - Gate 3 Entrance
Los Angeles, CA

Overview of Global Activities of AGBU
with a focus on United States and Armenia

The Seminar will Address:
* Organizational Structure
¢ Cultural and Educational Activities
* Sports, Youth, and Young Professionals Programs
* New Challenges and Opportunities
* Constituency Development

Paper Presentations by:

DR. R. HRAIR DEKMEJIAN
(USC)

MS. RAMELA ABBAMONTIAN
(PhD Candidate, UCLA)

DR. MIHRAN AGBABIAN

(President Emeritus, American University of Armenia)

DR. HARUTYUN ALEXANYAN
(Armenian State Pedagogical University, Yerevan)

REV. FR. KTRIJ DEVE]JIAN
(Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin)

DR. MATTHEW JENDIAN
(CSU Fresno)

DR. SILVA KARAYAN
(California Lutheran University)

DR. ANI MOUGHAMIAN
(LA Unified School District)

DR. ANI YAZED]JIAN
(Texas State University)
Special Guest Speaker:

HON. PAUL R. IGNATIUS

Former
Secretary of the Navy - Under Secretary of the Army - Assistant Secretary of Defense

Complimentary breakfast, lunch and snacks will be served
Attendance is by reservation only — Seating is limited
Reservation Deadline: October 18, 2006

Please RSVP at: AGBU Alex Manoogian Center
(626) 794-7942 or seminar@agbuca.org

AGBU CENTENNIAL SPONSORS

Bank of Orange County is a full service bank prepared to
meet the needs of both small and large businesses.

Contact:

Gus Ghusayni

Senior Vice President
411 N.Central Avenue
Glendale, CA 91203
bankoforangecounty.com
(818) 548-2720

QMW@ @5(‘/’4/0 CROW%LAZA“

L 0S ANGELES HOTELS & RESORTS » N

6131 E.Telegraph Rd.+ Commerce, CA 90040 + 323.721.2100 » 714.879.2100 * commercecasino.com DIc

BANK of ORANGE COUNTY 5 mmercial Real Estate

Term Loans and Lines
Free Business Checking
High Rate Money Market

A Division of Placer Sierra Bank
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bhMNMULUL DNREANL,

ULvLhN8 UNULTNRA-PRT
UGqrhny dnipwynih wnwebniptiwb optinnnn hwbGgnpniwbh dpgnudGbpnca

wpnhtlGpltpp

MnppG-Lhdpnthneg

EdppppG - Uwbstuppp Uhph

2 Nitup Iwd - NthwihGy

1-
2tlup - Uupnb dhpw 1-

1-

2

0
1 UwGsbuppnp &BnLG. - Lhiptupg
1
1

2 MtpwpnG-Nihywh Uptiphp

Ntwpdnpunn =dnihwd

Qupppb-Upubibwy

0-1

2-0

[@nptiGhwd - ®nppuinLp 2-1

2-1

Gtdhwin 6nLhG. - Uhinpqunpo 3-3

Unwowwnwn funtdptipnL nwuwtnpntdp

UwGstuppn GnLGwyppun 7 5 1 1 14-4 16
2Gup 7 5 1 1 124 16
UpubtiGu 7 4 2 1 84 14
Mnpnh 7 4 2 1 7-3 14
OnppudnLp 7 4 1 2 10-3 13
EdppepG 7 3 4 0 12-6 13
UupnGdhpjw 7 3 4 0 9-4 13

QErPTUCPNE UNULTNRPBPRT
Qtpdwbhny $npwynih wrwebniptiwb ytgtpnnn hwGgpniwbh dpgnuiGtnniG
wnnhlpltipp

Snppuntlwn -3wbnypn-96 2-2
Ujtp. dpwlpdnpp - Iwdwynipy  2-2

dnpuwneply - NwybpGa UhiGhtu 1-0
dwpwpp MnpkydpG - UkoGopGy winwwifu

Lhipbowppy - U4 Uw)hGg 1-1 3-0
UwfupG - 4L Minfuntd 2-1  3tppw MbphG - Spniplwnp 2-2
Upd. Mhpdtiwn -LnpwhLu 3-1 M. LhyptippnigpG - Gwypt 3-1
Unwowwnwn funtdptipnt nwuwtnpnidp
3tppw Mbnha 6 3 3 0 124 12
Muwytnb LhdptippnigpG 6 4 0 2 106 12
Lhiptidwkny 6 2 4 0 7-3 10
dwpwnpp MpkydpG 6 3 1 2 12-9 10
Muwytpa UhLGhfu 6 3 1 2 7-5 10
Cuw|pt-04 6 3 1 2 7-6 10
Uwfupb 6 3 0 3 10-9 9
hSULPNE UNULTLNRA-PRT

hunwihwih $nipwynh wnwelniptiwlG hhGqbpnpn hwbgpniwGh
ungnuilGtnniG wnpnpoGpGtipp
UpwiwGpw - NGBhGw 1-1 Pwihwph - bPGpkp Uhpwa 1-1
[@nphGo - Lwgho 0-4 ShnptbphGw - SwpwbGhw 3-0
U. UE. UhpwG - UpGGw 0-0 U. Eu. Ntndw - Edthnh 1-0
UtuhGw - LhynnpGo 0-1 NiinhGbql - Uupnth 0-0
Uwdwnnphw - Qwpdw 3-2 LhtiLo - wkipvo 0-1
Unwowwnwn funtdptipnt nwuwtnpntdp
u. tu. Nndw 5 4 1 0 10-6 13
Qutipdo 5 4 0 1 12-9 12
hGptp Uh wG 5 3 2 0 10-7 11
tdthnih 5 2 2 1 5-3 8
NuinhGtqlk 5 2 2 1 6-4 8
UtiuhGw 5 2 2 1 6-4 8

Srovuvsr UnUL2uvNhr-hbhn
Spwbuwyh nipwynih wnwelniptiwb niptinnpnhwbgpniwbh dpgnudGtipnca

wpnhtlGpltipp

Unjo - LhnG 0-1 Jwiwbuht - Mnpwo 2-0
Lhr - Lhu 1-0 Uwnutj| - @ntinLgq 3-0
UpwwG - MpGE 1-0 LwhGuh - LwGu 2-1
Lophw( - @pnLw 0-0 ULGp EphtG- ®wnphg UEG dtipatG 1-0
UnGwpo - Lp UwGu 21 Oputn - Lwbp 1-0
Unwowwnwp funtiptipnt nwuwinpnidp

LhnG 8 7 1 0 20-6 22
Uwnutyg 8 6 1 1 164 19
LwGuh 8 4 3 1 9-5 15
UtGp tphth 8 4 2 2 12-11 14
Lht 8 4 1 3 13-10 13
LwGu 8 4 1 3 12-10 13

Undovhng UnuvLvnhe-hhv
UwwGhwih $nipwynih wnwolniptiwlG hhGgbtpnpn hwbGqpniwGh
dnpgnLaGbpniG wpnhoGpltinp

UpLtip. Mhiwwo - MwputiinGw 1-3 JuwtGuhw - YhaGwuphp 4-0
tuthwGhnp - OuwuntGw 0-0 Ntw) Uwwnphu - UpLtip. Uwwnphwin1-1
UbiLhpw - Ubpwt 1-0 Nwuhly - UG pw vhyo 1-1
Stith. £npnilw - Ntwy Unuptinn - 2-0 Ntpptwphto 3Inckw - NHkw Mephu 2-0
Uwjnppuw - dhquptw 1-2 Uwpwynuw - LEJwGpk 2-2
Unwowwnwn funtdpbpne nwuwinpnidp

TMuwpubnbGw 5 4 1 0 13-4 13
JwibGuhw 5 4 1 0 10-2 13
UtiLhyw 5 4 0 1 12-5 12
Ntw) Uwwnphwnn 5 3 2 0 8-2 11
UpLGp. Uwwnphun 5 3 1 1 84 10
Ntpptwphro 3IniLk Jw 5 3 1 1 7-4 10
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WE WILL BEAT ANY ADVERTISED PRICE/

¥ Absolut | Hennessy H ngf Goose | B Johnnie Walker

i $13.99 .  $20.49 .. $20.49 ...

N 52599 1 " $49.99 .. $49.99 ...
Pravda B Hennessy ji Cristall " Belvedere
Vodka ) VSOP Vodka Vodka

% 518,99 |[=4 § 28.99 % $11.99 |i $20.99

l Imperia s Moskovskaya r Level ¢ Stolich naya
Russian Vodka | ~ -~ Russian Vndka : Vodka =~ Vodka

E $13.99 ...
$17.99 |5 $5.99 |~ $19.99 ‘& *lo0-

l Stolichnaya | ® Ketel One Skyy Vodka ﬁllnbn:e Walker
Elit Vodka = Vodka & .,
L $ I39.99 I $ 17 99 ::g.gg b 3 14 49 750mi
750l T 5l - o | $28-99 1750
.. Dewar’s % Patron Courvoisier ! ETE.:.; I1H-eq,;g.al
12 Yr Scotch gy VS Cognac ) v
@ $16.99 | *2%%7 |&ys17.99 @4 ST
750l E@ Silver ?-CEDE% e T50mi vuad 544 99 1.78L
. Don Julio Don Julio Sauza Tres
Afiejo Tequila Iﬁ 1942 Tequila T Generaciones E 1:2%1-;3““3
$34.99 | 5 (2299 | /& $16.99..
@ Shec THml 82839 : 594.9?50? B8 et enco ety ST 5 18 99":'“
Reposado 750ml $31.99 - h"‘r =" Blance / Repesads
! OraBlue L' 1800 Tequila | | Johnnie Walker = Louis XI
. French Vodka = Anejo Blue Label XO Brandy
+ $10.99 L3199, |® $149.99 ﬁ $14.99
hﬁr! Jolanl - \ 250m1

1801 E. Washington Blvd., Pasadena, CA 91104
Liguor (626) 794-7026 e Tobacco (626) 797-0500

Caorner of Allen & Washington « Open Monday—Saturday 9 am - 8 pm
WWW |"|'II55|DI'I|I'E|UCJF GCI[TI

“Mnirmum 12 Batle Mo & Maich e The ad eapees on 1LLL0K = We ressnss the nght e mil gus Sk o eoechuded w Frices qubeect o chande wilhoil nobo: » No checks of cred cands




