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Armenian Opposition PartiesFail ToForm
AnElectionAlliance

YEREVAN -- Last-ditchattempts
by several Armenian opposition parties
toforman election alliance haveended
infailure, itwasconfirmed on Wednes-
day.

The parties led by former Prime
Ministers Aram Sarkisian and Vazgen
Manukian and former Foreign Minis-
ter Raffi Hovannisian failedtoiron out
their differencesin late-night negotia-
tions on Tuesday. All there men were
tight-lipped about reasons for the fi-
asco, which is another good news for
the Armenian government.

Sarkisian seemed particularly dis-
appointed withthecollapse of thetalks,
saying that his radical Hanrapetutyun

(Republic) party will have to run for
parliament on its own. He confirmed
that Hanrapetutyun will not team up
even with the former ruling Armenian
Pan-National Movement, another op-
position party involved in the talks.

“l wouldn’t like to use details of
those negotiation for attacking any-
one,” Sarkisian told RFE/RL. “I think
those details won't be of any use.”

But the outspoken oppositionist
did say that he suspects some of his
potential allies of playing into the
government’s hands. “Unfortunately,
in Armeniaand dictatorial countriesin

Continued on page4

SDHP* SarkisDkhrouni” Youth Association
OrganizesA Seminar Dedicated To
Sumgait Pogroms

YEREVAN -- The Social Demo-
crat Hnchakian Party “ SarkisDkhrouni”
Youth Association conducted a dis-
cussion with a panel of speakers em-
phasizing the importance of educating
theinternational community about the
Sumgait pogroms on the 19th anniver-
sary of the massacres. The panelists
delved in the issues concerning the
proper way of presenting the historical
and political motivesbehindtheatroci-
tiestowardsthe Armeniansof Sumgait.

The 1988 Sumgait atrocities in
Azerbaijan were viewed by the panel-
ists as a continuation of the genocidal
persecution of the Armenian people.
The Azerbaijani government carried
out very similar actions astheir ances-
tral kins, the Turks, with the same
motivesto eliminatethe Armenian popu-
lation from their historic lands to
achieve pan-Turkism.

Hrair Ulubabyan, who organized
an Armenian resistance in Sumgait
and currently is the head of theinitia-
tiveprotecting therightsof the Sumgait
Armenians, was a panelist at the lec-
ture. He stated that the century old
intention of the Turkish people was to
achieve an Armeniawithout an Arme-
nian population; that was the driving

force behind the Azerbaijani govern-
ment. That vision was attempted to
become a reality when the pogroms
had been initiated.

The panelists stated that the
atrocities against Armenians, which
continued until 1991, were so vile that
they could be comparableto the Geno-
cide of 1915. Thus it is important to
state that justice for the victims of
both Genocides remains unresolved.

The most striking is the fact that
neither theinternational community nor
Armenia has recognized the events of
Sumgait as massacre. Former
Ombudswoman for the Republic of Ar-
menia and prominent Human Rights
Activist, Larisa Alaverdyan who was
a soamember of the panel stated that the
international legal issuesconcerning the
Sumgait pogroms had not come to cul-
mination since the last time it was dis-
cussed in 1989 during the Soviet era.

The Sumgait pogroms are a prime
exampleof humanrightsabuse, Alaverdian
stated that we simply have not been able
to raise the issue as a state matter within
theinternational community. Shebelieves
thatitiscrucia the Sumgait pogromsand
their aftermath be addressed by the U.N.
Commission on Human Rights.

last Thursday.

TurkishMPsToL obbyAgainst

Armenian GenocideBill

Turkish legislators are traveling to Washington to lobby members of the
U.S. Congress against a draft resolution recognizing the mass killings of
Armenians under the Ottoman Empire as genocide, parliamentary sources said

Three separate delegations, including members of the ruling Justice and
Development Party and the main opposition Republican People’'s Party, are
visiting Washington starting late February and in March to seek support against
the resol ution, expected to be debated at the House of Representativesin April.

The Democratic-controlled Congressiswidely expected to back the draft,
even though the White House is opposed to it, wary over theimpact on relations
withakey Muslimally andaNATO member. Turkish Foreign Minister Abdullah
Gul said after a visit to Washington this month that passing the draft would
“poison” ties and “spoil everything” between the two countries.

Armenian Parliament AdoptsDual-Citizenship Law

YEREVAN -- The National As-
sembly adopted on Monday a contro-
versid bill that allowsmillionsof foreign
nationals of Armenian origin to become
citizens of Armeniaand votein national
elections held there.

Deputies voted by 66 to 5, with
one abstention, to pass, in the second
and final reading, a package of govern-
ment-drafted amendments to relevant
Armenian laws, despite serious objec-
tions voiced by the leaders of the
parliament’s largest faction.

The legidlators representing the
governing Republican Party (HHK) in-
sisted as recently as last Thursday that
dual citizensfrom theworldwide Arme-
nian Diaspora be granted voting rights
onlyiftheyliveinArmeniaduring atleast
oneof thefiveyearspreceding aparticu-
lar election. The demand was backed by
the parliament’s opposition minority
which boycotted the parliament vote.
JusticeMinister David Harutiunian, who
authored the amendments on behalf of

the government, rejected it as unconsti-
tutional.

Parliament speaker TigranTorosian
andvirtually all other Republicanseven-
tualy fell in line, suggesting that Presi-
dent Robert K ocharian personally pushed
for the bill’s adoption. Torosian attrib-
utedtheU-turntoa* political agreement”
reached by the country’ sgoverning coa-
lition.

TheArmenian Revolutionary Fed-
eration (Dashnaktsutyun), another coa-
lition member and themain proponent of
the right to dual nationality, welcomed
the adoption of the hill.

The ban on dual citizenship was
imposed by former President Levon Ter-
Petrosian and his Armenian Pan-Na-
tional Movement (HHSh), which re-
mains staunchly opposed to the idea.
The HHSh deputy chairman, Andranik
Hovakimian, insisted on Monday that it
is “extremely dangerous’ and fraught
with “numerous risks’ for Armenia's
national security.

M an DiesAfter Salf-lmmolation

YEREVAN -- A manfromavillage
in southern Armenia died after burning
himself near themain government build-
ing in Y erevan under uncertain circum-
stances on Tuesday.

Eyewitnesses said theman, identi-
fied as Jivan Hakobian, poured petrol all
over his body and set himself ablaze
before being rushed to ahospital earlyin
the afternoon. A senior doctor theretold
RFE/RL that he died of severe injuries
about eight hours later.

The doctor, Hovannes Aslanian,
said earlier in the day that Hakobian's
chancesof survival areslim. “Hiscondi-
tionisextremely graveand, | would say,
incompatiblewithlife,” hesaid. “Eighty
percent of his body surface is covered
by deep burns. On top of that, he has
respiratory burns.”

Hakobianwassaidtohavechanted
anti-government slogans moments be-
fore the self-immolation. “ Some people
tried to put out thefire, but he got totally
burned,” said one witness.

It was not immediately clear what
prompted the 44-year-old father of four
totaketheextremeand desperate action.
His wife and other relatives declined a
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comment asthey arrived at the Y erevan
clinic specializingintreatment of burns.

Hakobian and hisfamily residein
the village of Daarik in the southern
Armavir region. Hereportedly workedin
Russiafor several yearsbeforereturning
to Armeniarecently.

The Dalarik mayor, Pargev
Saghatelian, said Hakobian has never
approached him with any complaints or
grievances. “He never lodged any com-
plaints,” Saghatelian told RFE/RL. “He
just said once that he wants to borrow a
loan.”

Prime Minister Andranik
Markarian’ soffice, meanwhile, revealed

Continued on page3
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British House Of CommonsHostsM eeting

OnArmenia

i

BaronessCarolineCox addressingthemeeting

LONDON -- Armenian Ambas-
sador to Great Britain His Eminence
V ahe Gabrielian met on February 20 at
the UK House of Commons with rep-
resentativesof both Housesand promi-
nent members of the Armenian com-
munity inthe UK. The event wasorga-
nized by ArmeniaSolidarity group, the
British-Armenian All-Party Parliamen-
tary Group, and the Social Democrat
Hunchakian party UK organ “Nor
Serounti Tsayn” (Voice of Nor
Serount). The meetingwasalsojointly
sponsored by Ms. NiaGriffith MP and
Dr. Bob Spink MP.

The meeting was devoted to two
motions submitted to the parliament
urging theend of the Turkish blockade
of Armenia and the re-affirmation of
the Armenian Genocide.

The parliamentary motion to rec-
ognize the Armenian genocide; EDM
357, was submitted by Bob Spink of
the Conservative Party. Currently it
has been endorsed by 68 parliament
members. The parliamentary motion
on the Turkish blockade of Armenig;
EDM 344, was submitted by Nia
Griffith from the Labor party and cur-
rently has the support of 66 MPs.

Presentations were made by: Dr
Spink, Baroness Cox, Nia Griffith,
Quentin Davies, Paddy Tipping, An-
drew Dismore, Lord Avebury and
Eilian Williams. Membersof the Panel
presented each their own points of
view about Turkey’s ascension to Eu-
rope, the opening of the borders be-

tween the two countries and the rec-
ognition of the Armenian Genocide. In
their closing remarks the parliamen-
tarians advised the British Armenian
community: toadvocatetheir own MPs
and ask them to sign EDM 357 and
EDM 344. Another factor that the
community must address is the UK
governments keen interest to admit
Turkey into the Europe Union. The
panelist stated that it isimperative that
the British Armenian community con-
tact their MEPs and voice their con-
cern over the matter.

The parliamentarians announced
their intention to organize their fellow
members of parliament and wear a
white poppy on April 24 in remem-
brance of those who perished during
the Armenian Genocide.

The speaker of the day His Ex-
cellency Dr Vahe Gabrielyan, the Ar-
menian Ambassador who spoke about
“The Turkish Blockade of Armenia’
and “the Recognition of the Armenian
Genocideby theUK Government” and
reiterated the statement that “ Turkey
must apologize to Armenia.” His Ex-
cellency spoke extensively on
Armenia’ s approaches to these and
other issues and called on the MPs to
use Britain's close tieswith Turkey to
force it to open border with Armenia
and establish relations with it. The
ambassador thanked the organizersand
well as British MPs for their efforts
urging debates on these two very im-
portant problems

Education Minister Asks Univer sity Boards
TolnvestigateCorruption

Following asurvey that was con-
ducted and publicized by the Social
Democrat Hunchakian Party “Sarkis
Dkhrouni” Student and Y outh associa-
tion exposing a system of payment for
good test and exam results at govern-
ment run universities, Republic of
Armenia’ s Education Minister Levon
Mkrtchian has prompted University
management boardsto investigate the
persistent corruption.

Out of 2000 students - five per-
cent of all the students in Armenia -
1821 said that there was corruption in
their colleges. A striking 93 percent of
respondents to the survey recom-
mended that instructors salaries be
improved to discourage them from
accepting bribes.

The results of the survey were

submitted to the education minister
asking him to remedy the problem. Up
until the now, the Education Minister
had been non-committal. Yet mount-
ing international exposure and pres-
sure concerning the revelation of per-
sistent corruption within higher edu-
cation has finally resulted in his com-
pliance to aformal investigation.
Within a statement the “Sarkis
Dkhrouni” student association con-
veyed its desire that exposure of this
corruption will lead to the overhaul of
the current Soviet-erasystem of mark-
ing. Adjustments need to be imple-
mented and mandated from above. As
87 percent of the surveyed students
stated there should be a functioning

Continued on page4

Armenian Community L eadersinCanada
Meet With Minister Jason K enney

MONTREAL -- Several leaders
of the Canadian Armenian community
met earlier today with Minister Jason
Kenney, Secretary of State for
Multiculturalism and Canadian Iden-
tity. The meeting, which was held in
the Montreal offices of the Diocese of
the Armenian Church of Canada, was
organized by the Congress of Cana-
dian Armenians at the request of the
Minister. The discussions centred on
Armenian issues and the concerns of
the community.

Therecent assassination of Hrant
Dink in Istanbul was discussed with
theMinister. The Rural Poverty Eradi-
cation Program in Armenia, which the
Canadian Diocese and the Congress of
Canadian Armenians have committed
to actively support, was explained.
Suggestions were made on how to
streamline the Canadian visa applica-
tion processin Armenia. The commu-
nity leaders also recommended that
Canada play a more active role in
supporting a lasting solution to the
Nagorno-Karabagh issue based on its
right to self determination.

During the meeting, Payam
Akhavan, Professor of Law at McGill
University, thanked the Minister for
hisrecent timely interventionin facili-
tating Taner Akcam’s entry into
Canada. Akcam, a Turkish historian,
visited Montreal last week to givetwo
lectures. “Akcamisavoicefor Arme-
nian-Turkishreconciliation,” said Pro-
fessor Akhavan. “Thankfully, those
who tried to silence him by making
slanderous accusations failed.”

At the end of the meeting, Jason
Kenney concluded hisremarks by say-
ing: “I treasure my relationship with
the Armenian community. | am sensi-
tivetoitsconcerns, and am committed

Minister Jason Kenney

to help it achieve its future aspira-
tions.”

“l am very encouraged by the
Minister’ sresponseto the several sug-
gestions we made to him,” said Taro
Alepian, Chairman of the Congress of
Canadian Armenians. “The Govern-
ment of Canada has shown by its
actions that it is supportive of our
community, and of our stated posi-
tions on Armenian issues.”

The member organizationsof the
Congress of Canadian Armenians in-
clude (in aphabetical order): AGBU
Alex Manoogian School, AGBU
Montreal Chapter, Armenian Demo-
craticLiberal Party, Holy CrossChurch
of Laval, St. Gregory the Illuminator
Church of Montreal, S.D. Hunchakian
Party, Society of Armenians from
Istanbul, Tekeyan Cultural Associa-
tion.
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UCLA International Conference
OnlIndian Ocean Armenians

UCLA -- “Ebb and Flow of the
Armenian Communities of the Indian
Ocean” isthe theme for the next UCLA
international conference, Saturday and
Sunday, March 17-18, 2007. Sixteen
scholars from Armenia, Europe, and
North America will discuss the impor-
tant commercial, cultural, and intellec-
tual roles of the Armenian communities
of Southeast Asiafrom the seventeenth
through twentieth century. The confer-
ence, opentothe public at nofee, will be

mented on by Professor Houri Berberian
of CSU, Long Beach. Presentersinclude
Professor Michael Fisher of Oberlin
Collegeonan Armenianlady from Agra
in London in the early seventeenth cen-
tury; Professor Bhaswati Bhattacharya
of Leiden on the noted Armenian gen-
eral, Khwaja Gorgin Khan; Dr. Richard
Hovannisianonlndo-Armeniannotabl es,
with afilm on Sir Catchik Paul Chater;
Mr. Gregory Aftandilian, a fellow at
Harvard University, on American Glsin

St.Mary’s(Astvadzadzin) Church,Madras

held in Young Hall, Court of Sciences
50, on Saturday from 9:30 am. to 5:30
p.m and on Sunday from 2:00 to 5:30
p.m.

The Saturday sessions will focus
on cultural and intellectual themes, in-
cluding the current state of the Indo-
Armenian community, whilethe Sunday
afternoon session will feature three pre-
sentations on the long-distance trade of
the New Julfamerchantsand their inter-
action with the mercantile forces in the
Indian Ocean and beyond.

The conference is sponsored by
the UCL A Armenian Educational Foun-
dation Chair in Modern Armenian His-
tory and co-sponsored by the Center for
India and South Asia, Department of
History, International Institute, Center
for Near Eastern Studies, andthe AGBU
Southern CaliforniaDistrict Committee.
It is the sixteenth consecutive confer-
ence in the UCLA series on Historic
Armenian Cities, Provinces, and Com-
munities.

After introductory comments on
the“ebband flow” by Professor Richard
Hovannisian, the Saturday morning ses-
sions will be chaired and discussed by
Professor Engseng Ho of Harvard Uni-
versity, withfivepapers. Professor Mar-
garet Sarkissian of Smith College will
giveanillustrated talk on the Armenian
mercantile communities of Southeast
Asia; Professor Khachig Tololyan of
Wesleyan University will speak oneigh-
teenth-century thought on transforming
the Armenians from dispersion to na-
tion; Professor Peter Cowe of UCLA
will examinethe development of Arme-
nian drama in India; Professor Osheen
K eshi shian of Glendale Community Col-
lege will assess the roles of “Azdarar”
and other Indo-Armenian periodicals;
andPh.D. candidateM anaKiaof Harvard
University will present Joseph Emin in
the context of British colonial policies.

The Saturday afternoon sessions
on March 16 will be chaired and com-

A

Indiain World War 11, and Honorable
Armen Baibourtian, Armenia sfirstam-
bassador to India, on the present situa-
tion of the community.

Extended time has been given for
each of the three presentations on Sun-
day afternoon, March 17, dealing with
long-distant merchants and trade. Ed-
ward A. Alpers of UCLA will serve as
chair and discussant. Professor Sanjay
Subrahmanyan, director of the Indiaand
South Asia Center at UCLA, will speak
on French commercial ambitions and
Armenian interlocutors in the seven-
teenth century; Dr. Sebouh Aslanian of
UC Irvine and a co-organizer of the
conference, will focus on therole of the
New Julfan “Network of Trust,” and
Tatiana Seijas of Mexico City and a
Ph.D. candidate at Y ale University will
present Don Pedro di Zaratte, a Julfan
Armenian in Mexico City. Discussions
will follow each of the conference ses-
sions.

Asin past conferences in this se-
ries, Richardand AnneElizabeth Elbrecht
of Daviswill mount a pictorial exhibit,
this one on the Armenian churches,
buildings, andinstitutionsof SouthAsia.

Theconferenceproceedingsinthis
series are edited and prepared for publi-
cation by Richard Hovannisian. To date,
six volumes have been released: Van/
Vaspurakan, Bitlis-Mush/Taron,
Kharpert/Tsopk, Erzerum/Karin, Sivas/
Sebastia, and Diarbekir-Urfa/
Tigranakert-Edessa. The seventh, Ar-
menia Cilicia, is being co-edited with
Professor Simon Payaslian of Clark
University andwill bepublishedin2007,
to befollowed by volumesonthe Arme-
nian communities of Constantinople,
Smyrna, the Black Sea-Pontus region,
Karsand Ani, Caesarea, Jerusalem, and
New Julfa

Parking for the international con-
ference on the Indian Ocean communi-
tiesmay befound along Hilgard Avenue
(limited space) or in the UCLA Parking

Over 180Armenian SudentsGather to Discuss
Their RoleinArmenia sDevelopment

NEW YORK -- Over 180 Arme-
nian students from 67 universities
across United States and Canada con-
vened at ColumbiaUniversity on Feb-
ruary 3rd and 4th to definetheir rolein
thedevel opment of Armenia. Thissum-
mit of Armenian students, titled
“Armenia’s Development: The Stu-
dents' Role” was organized by the
Armenian Club of ColumbiaUniversity
and Advocates for Armenia group. It
was sponsored by the Armenian Cen-
ter at Columbia University and Arme-
nian General Benevolent Union.

The purpose of this ground-
breaking event wasto empower young
Armeniansto effect positive changein
Armeniatoday. Thetwo-day meeting
featured presentations by prominent
figuresinthedevel opingfieldsof busi-
ness, information technology, health,
law, and education. These presenta-
tions were followed by intense work-
ing sessions during which student par-
ticipants worked with one another and
experts to formulate innovative ideas
for specific, small-scale projectsto be
implemented in Armenia within the
next two years. At the conclusion of
the summit, the students had com-
bined their innovative ideas with the

knowledge and expertise of the guest
expertsto produce seven highly prom-
ising projects proposals. Advocates
for Armeniahascommittedtoaidingin
the implementation of these projects
primarily through the coordination of
partnerships with groups in Armenia
and funding organizations in the
Diaspora.

Levon Bagramian, chair of the
summit’s organizing committee, re-
flected on what the future hasin store.
“With this summit we began turning
the attention of the Diasporan student
body to Armenia’ s development chal-
lenges. We have much more to do. If
Armenia is to become a prosperous,
democratic country that is home to all
Armenians, then we in the Diaspora
have plenty more to do to help her to
get to that stage quicker. Expect more
from us.”

Advocatesfor Armeniaisagroup
of Armenian-Americans attempting to
increase the attention of the Diaspora
of theUnited StatestowardsArmenia’'s
development challenges. It will coop-
erate and partner with any Diasporan
group that believesthat more attention
is due in matters of Armenia’s devel-
opment.

Armenian SudiesProgram at Fresno Sate
ToHold 19th Annual Banquet

FRESNO-- TheArmenian Studies
Program of California State University,
Fresno, will hold its 19th Annua Ban-
quet on Saturday, March 24, 2007 at the
Fort Washington Golf & Country Club,
10272 N. Millbrook, in Fresno.

The keynote speaker and special
guest for the Banquet is The Honorable
Armen Liloyan, Consul Genera of the
Republicof Armenia, whowill bepaying
his first official visit to Fresno. The
Consul General was born in Yerevan,
Armenia and received a Bachelor’s de-
gree from the Department of Oriental
Studies at Y erevan State University. In
2001-2002 he received his M.A. in Di-
plomacy and International Relations,
from the University of Westminster, in
London. He has diplomatic experience
asadesk officer for Central Europe and
|ater the Balkansinthe Foreign Ministry
of the Republic of Armenia. In Novem-
ber 2006 he was appointed as Consul
Genera of the Republic of Armeniain
LosAngeles.

During the Banquet, student re-
cipients of Armenian Studies scholar-

ships and grants will be recognized.

TheArmenian Alumni and Friends
Chapter at Fresno State is organizing a
silent auction at the Banquet.

During the past several decades
the Program has gained national and
international recognition, withanunder-
graduate program offering as many as
ten courses in Armenian Studies. The
Program houses two endowed posi-
tions, theHaig & 1sabel Berberian Chair
of Armenian Studies, held by Prof.
Kouymjian, and the Henry Khanzadian
Kazan Visiting Professor of Armenian
Studies. Barlow Der Mugrdechian and
Dickran Kouymjian constitute the core
faculty of the Program aong with the
annual Kazan Visiting Professor.

The reception and silent auction
begin at 6:00PM followed by the Ban-
quet at 7:00PM.

Tickets are available at $50 per
person, with a special price of $20 for
Fresno State students.

For more information about the
Banquet, please contact the Armenian
Studies Program at 559-278-2669.

M an DiesAfter Salf-lmmolation

Continued frompagel

that it received aletter from Hakobianon
February 20 demanding that the govern-
ment grant him a 10-year interest-free
loan in compensation for his bank sav-
ings that had been wiped out by the
hyperinflation of the early 1990s. Ac-
cording to agovernment spokeswoman,
he complained that his similar lettersto

Structure 2 ($8.00), entrance from
Hilgard at WestholmeAvenue. A map of
the UCLA south campus (see Young
Hall) may be found at www.ucla.edu/
map/ and the UCLA Armenian Studies
web site may be accessed at -
www.uclaarmenian.org.

President Robert Kocharian and the Na-
tional Assembly remained unanswered.

The officia said Hakobian aso
asked the government to help him get an
audience with business tycoon Gagik
Tsarukian or opposition leader Stepan
Demirchian. Hewasinformed by phone
that the government can not deal with
such matters, she added.

This is the second case of public
self-immolationregisteredin Armeniain
lessthanthreemonths. Anelderly woman
and her three grandsons set themselves
onfireoutside Kocharian'sofficial resi-
dence in early December, in protest
against an alleged cover-up of thekilling
of afamily member. All of them stayed
aliveafter hospitalization.
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Vivacious, Talented & Young
CellistAniKalayjian

By Arpine Kocharian

“1 find the process of being a
cellist, and performing with other
musicians to be an exhilarating expe-
rience.” Ani Kalayjian

CellistAni Kalayjianhasgarnered
respect in the classical music world at
an age when most artists have yet to
prove themselves. At just 25 years
old, the Armenian-Americantalent has

appeared in Michael Tilson Thomas'
Aaron Copland workshop at Carnegie
Hall where she performed at Zankel
and Weill Hall. At Prussia Cove in
Cornwall, England, she was featured
in a BBC documentary playing in a
masterclass with Steven Isserlis. In
2003, Ani made her concerto debut at
ColumbiaUniversity’s Miller Theatre
performing Saint-Saens concerto with
orchestra. Her recent competition
success includes winning the Anglo-

had groundbreaking performances in
the United States, Canadaand Europe,
appearing in concert both as a soloist
and chamber musician. She hasset the
stage for a prolific career having col-
laborated with many of the world’'s
most famous artists, while expressing
her own artistic vision through an
impressive repertoire that reflects a
wide range of genres and styles.

What started as a hobby soon
became atrue passion for music. Ani
began taking cello lessons at the age of
four after she moved to the United
States. Her grandfather, who taught
cello in the Middle East, and was in-
volved in the formation of a local
orchestra in the 1960s, was an early
source of inspiration.

Ani’s musical studies continued
at the Manhattan School of Music
preparatory division. Shereceived her
Bachelor’ sdegreein cello performance
from the Mannes College of Musicin
New York City, where she studied
with Timothy Eddy, cellist of theOrion
Quartet. Ani went on to obtain her
Master’s degree with distinction from
theRoyal Northern Collegeof Musicin
Manchester, England, where she was
astudent of Ral ph Kirshbaum, interna-
tional soloist. Ani’s teachers, whom
she considers integral to her success,
refined her artistry and skills as a
professional musician. She concluded
her postgraduate studies in 2006 em-
barking on an exciting career inmusic.

International exposure to classi-
cal music festivals and her myriad
experiences have helped shape and
impact her direction as a performer.
Ani was one of the two cellists se-
lected for the national program of the
inaugural season of David Finckel and
Wu Han’'s Music@Menlo. She has
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Ani Kalayjian, cello

Sam Armstrong, piano

Czechoslovak Trust competitionwhere
she was also granted the Bohuslav
Martinu Foundation Prize. Her 2006
concerts included appearances with
theBaysideTrioinPortland, Maine, as
well as solo performancesin Holland,
the Czech Republic, and at Oxford
University in England. Among her
upcoming engagements are sol o recit-
als in Montreal, as well as her New
Y ork solorecital debut at CarnegieHall
on March 31, 2007.

As well as her ambitions as a
soloist, Ani’s passion for chamber
music is manifested in Trio Nareg
where the brilliant young cellist will
perform with Ani Kavafian, one of
America smost versatileviolinists, and
pianist, Armen Guzelimian, avirtuoso
soloist. The three celebrated solo art-
ists will perform at the inaugural sea-
son of the opening of Segerstrom Hall
for the very first time on May 24,
2007. This groundbreaking musical
event will promote Armenian contem-
porary and classical works.

David Finckel, Artistic Director
of the Chamber Music Society of Lin-
coln Center has been quoted with say-
ing, “Ani Kalayjian'smusic makingis
infused with her personal warmth. She
brings joy into the concert hall and
sharesit generously with the audience
and with her colleagues. She is an
important musician who will undoubt-
edly touch many lives during her ca-
reer.” As a messenger of classical
music, Ani wishes to discover seldom
played works that have not yet been
explored to their full potential. Sheis
also dedicated in promoting classical
musi c amongst theyounger generations.
“1 want to educate people of the living
power of classical music. | can say that
thisisthe central goal of my career.”

Massis Weekly on the Inter net

www.massisweekly.com

Armenian Opposition PartiesFail ToForm
AnElectionAlliance

Continued frompagel

general there are too many such par-
ties,” he said.

When asked to name them,
Sarkisian said, “The public will see
that during the election campaign. |
think the public already has suspicions
about one or another party. | don't
have to specify them.”

Manukian also refused to elabo-
rate on the opposition discussions. “I
don’t want to play theblamegame,” he
told RFE/RL. “That’ sjusttheway itis.
Wefailed for somereason, and | don’t
want to make any comments.”

Manukian also said later in the
day that hisNational Democratic Union
(AZhM), one of Armenia’ s oldest op-
position parties, has decided to boy-
cott the May 12 elections. The veteran
politician has advocated such a boy-

cott in the past, arguing that the
country’s culture of electoral fraud
leaves little room for the opposition.

The nominal chairman of
Hovannisian’s Zharangutyun party,
Vartan Khachatrian, may have had
Manukian in mind when he complained
that some unspecified participantsof the
talks were skeptical about the chances
of an opposition bloc making a strong
showing in the May 12 elections.

“We did everything in our power
toreach agreement and alwaysremained
open to mutual concessions,”
Khachatrian told RFE/RL. He said
Hovannisian was even ready not to oc-
cupy any of the five top spots in the
would-be bloc’s list of candidates.

Khachatrian ~ added  that
Zharangutyun will decide later on
Wednesday whether or not it will con-
test the elections.

Education Minister Asks University Boards To
Investigate Corruption

Continued from page?2

system of discipline in the manage-
ment of higher education establish-
ments. If this systemic problem of
corruptionwithin our system of higher
education is not resolved, bribery will

persist in the country and the deep-
rooted culture of corruption will re-
main. Those who pass their exams
with a bribe are assumed to be know!-
edgeable, will gain respectable posi-
tions in the future, and ask for bribes.
The cycle must be stopped.

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS AND MANAGEMENT

i

SUCCEED WITH INTEGRITY

o

“Succeed with Integrity: /'s more than words. It's what
distinguishes APU from other schools and what we are
most proud of. Courses combine content and character,
producing successful alumni who are industry leaders:
(EOs, entrepreneurs and change agents.”

Dean, School of Business and Management
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“LAP-BAND?”
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We offer attractive financing.
LAP-BAND is now approved by Blue Cross.
Medicare and other insurance companies

GLENDALE (818) 546-1500

www.LapBandLa.com

DAVID G. DAVTYAN
M.D., FACS, FICS

We also specialize
in treatment of:
CAMCER and
diseaases of

- Breast

- Colon

- atomach

- Liver, Pancreas

- Gall Bladder
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cU8ululv AULERNNPTULLL CURULNRE UbNh@ehhy Il ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION

CeCU

FtnoGwinp UGgbwy, Lniuwpnn Uwwquiy:
Proud Past, Exciting Future.

sSurr-YEARS

AGBU

LENTEN
LUNCHEON

Ubh9bhvL£

Organized by

AGBU Alex Manoogian Center
Ladies Committee

SUNDAY, MARCH 4, 2007

AT 1:30 PM Guupwbipgniphili 2 wpwpny
tnhGwy PNV QUPUGRULE

Ptdwnphs CRANM UUEUUGUYL

BOYAJIAN HALL Cwpwp, Ohwnpniwn 24 - dwdp 8:00-hG

Uhpwyh, @Lwnpniwn 25 - Ywpw - dwip 5:00-hG, $50

AGBU ALEX MANOOGIAN CENTER Cwpwp, Uwpwn 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 dwip 8:00-hG
- Uhpwyh, Uwpwnn 4, 11, 18, 25 dwip 6:00-hG
2495 E. Mountain Street, Pasadena - UnhL T, OLEGG Gumeh

Tel. 714-898-9053 Tel. 949-786-0746
UNtSer unker $20

o o & L.LLU. Uwintiwb YbnpnGh - Upnmwiwgn Owmbpwupwh
* DEIZCZOMS FOOd ¥ 2495 E. Mountain Street, Pasadena
x  Musical Program = Swilutipp uptgh £ wpiatiog

«LLLU. Gpuukltiwy 626-794-7942
* Uuyppp GpunmG 818-243-4112  » Mhpd Gpuwnmil 818-244-3830

Funds R aised Wlll Benefit + 20U, Vwinytw(-Stihpttwl dwpdwpu 818-883-2428

AGBU Alex Manoogian Center

AGBU "HYE GEEN"
Donation: $30 13 Years
Children under 12: $15 Evaluating the Input of Armenian Women Writers

Saturday, March 17, 2007 - 11:00 Am

] AGBU Alex Manoogian Center
For reservations call 2495 E. Mountain Street, Pasadena

the AGBU Offices at (626) 794-7942 Donation: $25 |
R.S.V.P lusnalb@netzero.com or (818) 687-5175 Lucineh

GBU:

CHOOL=

2007-2008 ACADEMIC YEAR

B = THE QUALITY AND SAFE ALTERNATIVE FOR YOUR CHILD'S HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION
! =]

= GRADES 9 - 12
“‘G“ sc“onl'g For registration information, a campus tour and meeting with the principal, please call (626) 794-0363

AGBU CENTENNIAL SPONSORS

Bank of Orange County is a full service bank prepared to
meet the needs of both small and large businesses.

Contact:
Gus Ghusayni
@ BANK of ORANGE COUNTY  commercial Real Estate Senior Vice President

N ( Bm/mﬁ“'/ ( a’gbn’o CROWNE PLAZA ( Term Loans and Lines 4 él?ﬁii?et,rg]AA;?ggi

L0OS ANGELTES HOTELS & RESORTS Free Business Checking bankoforangecounty.com
A Division of Placer Sierra Bank High Rate Money Market (818) 548-2720

6131 E.Telegraph Rd.* Commerce, CA 90040 + 323.721.2100 * 714.879.2100 » commercecasino.com




