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816 500-9585 ABA INSURANCE SERVICES 805 E. Broadway . Glendale, GA 91205

E-mail: BMaronian@AQL.com
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The 80th Third
Anniversary Pontifical Visit of
of His Holiness Karekin 11
the Western : : Catholicos of
Diocese All Armenians

SEPTEMBER 15, 2007 5:00 P.M.

Religious Service hosted by the Primate of the Archdiocese of the Episcopal Church,
the Most Reverend Bishop Jon Bruno, Followed by a reception.
ST. JOHN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH - 574 West Adams Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90024

SEPTEMBER 16, 2007 6:00 P.M.

VERELK. A cultural evening at the Alex Theater in Glendale

OCTOBER 1, 2007 6:00 P.M.

“Hrashapar® service af 58 Gregory Armenian Charcl of Pasadena and
consecration of the main altar by His Holiness Karekin If, Catholicos of All Armenians.
ST. GREGORY ARMENIAN CHURCH - 2215 Fast Colorado Boulevard, Pasadena, CA 91107

OCTOBER 2, 2007 11:00 A.M.
Groundbreaking of the Mother Cathedral, Burbank
Officiated by His Holiness Karekin I, Catholicos of AW Armenians,
3325 M. Glenoaks Boulevard, Burbank, CA 91504

OCTOBER 2, 2007 5:30 P.M.

&ath Anniversary Gala Banguet and Grand Opening of the Taglian Cultural Center
Officiated by His Holiness Karekin I, Catholicos of AN Armenians,
ST JOHN ARMENIAN CHURCH - 1207 North Vine Street, Hollywood, CA 90028

| 80th Anniversary of the | “Qlll]l.uuml.u'ilhuug buhqhuhht

{ . Western Diocese of The

Armenian Church of f}mlhphh Unweunpnnn t“lllf“lﬂ!ll k:

Morth America

4 GrELR

S bnwpnubuypulwu Gnblyn)

-#J:' 1/

—
-

AUDIO VISUAL PRESENTATION
Participation Artish

Winds of Passion Duduk Guartel
Western Diocese United Choir

Ivartnots Dance Ensemble
Vartan & Siranoush Gevorkian

Sunday, September 16, 2007 6:00 pm

ALEX THEATRE
216 North Brand Boulevard, Glendale, California 91203
To Reserve Free Tickels Call: 818 558-7474
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Poll Finds Popular Discontent InArmenia
Majority Feel That The Country Is On The Wrong Track
60 Percent Think The Upcoming Presidential Election Will Not Be Free And Fair

YEREVAN -- The majority of high unemployment. The unresolved
Armenians feel that their country is on Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and ram-
the wrong track and do not expect its pant corruption were two other major

forthcoming presidential elections to problems mentioned by respondents.

be free and fair, according to a new Their most common answer to the
U.S.-funded opinion poll. Armenian government’s perceived fail-

Oskanian Meets
Karabakh Mediators

BRUSSELS -- International me-
diators will visit Armenia and Azerbaijan
Armenians remain dissatisfied with the early next week in yet another attempt
development of democracy. Accord- to salvage the Nagorno-Karabakh peace
ing to it, more than two-thirds of them process, Foreign Minister Vartan
believe thatthe parliamentary electionsOskanian said after meeting them in
held in May were not free and fair, and Brussels on Tuesday.

60 percent think the upcoming presi- “We simply talked about how the

The nationwide poll, conducted ings was a lack of results in the stateddential election ballot will not be more existing disagreements can be over-

by the Armenian Sociological Associa- government crackdown on corrup-
tion last month, is the latest in a seriestion. Rising consumer prices, contro-
of quarterly surveys designed and co-versial privatization deals and a “lack
ordinated by the Gallup Organization. of attention to the people” were listed
The U.S. International Republican In- as other major government failings.

stitute (IRI) began commissioning them The survey also found that most

democratic. come,” he told RFE/RL from the Bel-
Nonetheless, only 20 percent of gian capital. “But there are no concrete
those polled were found to be pessi-agreements. The only hope is that
mistic about Armenia’s future. Forty- during their visit to the region the
two percent described themselves agnediators will reach some agreements
optimists. with the leaders [of Armenia and

last year with the aim of gauging public
opinion on key issues facing Armenia. Pollster Sees Lack Of

According to the pollsters, 54
percent of some 1,200 people ran-
domly interviewed from July 5-12 said
that they believe Armenia is going in
the wrong direction. The same answer
was given by a similar percentage of
people questioned in the previous IRI-
funded polls.

Lingering socioeconomic prob-
lems appear to be the key factor behind

to win the forthcoming presidential
polister said on Tuesday.

YEREVAN -- Prime Minister Serzh Sarkisian is far from being Armen
most popular politician at the moment, even though he is seen as the f4

According to Gevorg Poghosian, director of the Armenian Sociolog
Association (ASA), Sarkisian was only the country’s fourth most pop
politician as of July. Poghosian cited some of the hitherto unpublicized fin
of a U.S.-funded opinion poll conducted by the ASA at the time.

One of the questions some 1,200 Armenians randomly interviewe

Azerbaijan.]”
The U.S., Russian and French

co-chairs of the OSCE Minsk Group
a’'s held separate talks in Brussels with
\vorideerbaijan’s Foreign Minister Elmar
menMammadyarov on Monday. No details

of the talks were reported.
ical The co-chairs have been making
ularlast-ditch attempts to broker a frame-
lingwork peace agreement on Karabakh

since the failure of the most recent
d omeeting between Kocharian and Aliev.

Sarkisian Popularity

election, a leading pro-establish

dates

the gloomy mood, with only 23 per-

cent of respondents saying that they
and their families are better off than
they were early this year. And only

about third of them saw an improve-
ment in the country’s overall eco-

nomic situation over the past three
months, despite continuing economic
growth. Fifty percent said it has not

changed.

July 5-12 were asked to answer was: “Which of the Presidential cand
would you vote for if the Presidential elections were held next Sunday?

In Poghosian’s words, Sarkisian’s name was only fourth in the resy
rankings of potential presidential candidates. He said they were topp
Foreign Minister Vartan Oskanian, opposition leader Raffi Hovannisian
millionaire businessman Gagik Tsarukian. “They were followed by S
Sarkisian,” he told RFE/RL.

Poghosian refused to reveal their percentage figures, saying th
collated results of respondents’ answers to the question are not sub
publication. He said the pollsters have only informed various politicians g

Visiting Yerevan in early August,
the chief U.S. Karabakh negotiator,
Itingvatthew Bryza, effectively admitted
ed liliat the conflicting parties are unlikely
ando cut unpopular peace deals in the
erzicoming months.

In Oskanian’s words, further
bt throgress in the peace process hinges
ectda unspecified “courageous steps by
lbouAzerbaijan towards compromise.” The

Accordingly, socioeconomic |their respective ratings.
problems top the list of Armenians’

concerns, with 35 percent singling out

Poghosian only agreed to disclose popular support, as measured

Azerbaijani side has taken no such
by teeps since the Saint Petersburg sum-
mit, he said.

Continued on page 3

Court Prolongs Aleksandr Arzumanian’s Arrest

YEREVAN -- Acourtin Yerevan
allowed the National Security Ser-
vice (NSS) on Friday to keep
Aleksandr Arzumanian, a former for-
eigh minister opposed to the govern-
ment, for two more months, ignor-
ing protests from his lawyer.

The court of first instance of the
city’s Kentron and Nork-Marash dis-
tricts accepted NSS investigators’ ar-
guments that they need more time to
complete their politically charged in-
quiryinto the allegedly illegal financing
of his anti-government activities. The
presiding judge, Ruben Nersisian, ruled
that Arzumanian could obstruct the
inquiry, have “illegal influence” on in-
vestigators and even go into hiding if charges of illegally receiving a large
he were to be set free. amount of money from Levon Markos,

The defense lawyer, Hovik a fugitive Russian businessman of

Aleksandr Arzumanian

Armenian Phone Fees ‘Higher ThanInU.S.’

YEREVAN -- Armenians pay more The ACNIS study noted that the
for fixed-line phone services than resi- ArmenTel national telecommunication
dents of not only neighboring countries company’s fixed monthly fees covering
but the United States, according to newsjx hours of domestic phone calls and
research presented in Yerevan lastper-minute charges levied from sub-
Thursday. scribers exceeding that limit are both

A study conducted by the Arme- higher than similar tariffs set by U.S.
nian Center for National and Interna- fixed-line operators. It said that unlike
tional Studies (ACNIS) found that an ArmenTel, the latter do not differentiate
Armenian phone subscriber pays an avetween individual and corporate phone
erage of $38.4 per month, comparedysers. Armenian legal entities have to

with $23 paid by a typical phone user in pay more for the service than private
the U.S. The monthly phone bills in jndividuals.

Georgia and Azerbaijan average $25 and The cost of the service would
$19 respectively, according to it. have been even higher if the Armenian
“Phone expenditures in Armenia government and state regulators had
make up an average 19.5 percent of theygreed to all tariff increase sought by
average monthly wage,” said Ashot ArmenTel's currentand previous own-
Turajian, the main author of the study. ers. The Russian-owned company’s
Americans, by contrast, spend less thamost recent attempt to raise its fees

Arsenian, condemned the ruling asArmenian descent. His arrest cameone percent of their monthly income on was blocked by the Public Services

“illegal and pathetic” and said he will two days after NSS officers searchedfixed-line phone calls, he said.

appeal it. Arsenian also repeated hishis Yerevan apartment and confis-
claims that the NSS lacks evidencecated $55,400 worth of cash kept
against his client and is deliberately there.
dragging out the criminal proceed- Arzumanian denies being financed
ings to keep him in jail as long as by Markos and attempting to “legalize
possible.
Arzumanian, who had served as He and other prominent opposition
Armenia’s foreign minister from politicians have denounced the case a
1996-1998, was arrested on May 7 onpolitically motivated.

revenues obtained by criminal means.”

Regulatory Commission (PSRC) this
In Turajian’s words, the ratio is symmer.

higher in Georgia, at 22 percent, only The ArmenTel managementagreed

because the official monthly wage there this month to keep the tariffs unchanged

is considerably lower than in Armenia. yntil next April but indicated that it ex-

He put the same figure for Azerbaijan at pects the regulatory body to allow it to

9 percent. raise them later in 2008.

www.massisweekly.com
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Armenian Genocide Museum And Memorial Begins Conversion Of
Historic Washington, DC Sites Into ANew Museum

WASHINGTON, DC - The Arme-
nian Genocide Museum and Memorial
(AGMM) announced today that its Build-
ing and Operations Committee signed
contracts with Washington area firms
specializing in museum planning and
construction to begin the development
and construction of a stellar museum in
the historic National Bank of Washing-
ton building and adjacent properties.

AGMM selected two firms previ-
ously invited to submit proposals for the g
site. The Committee awarded its phase
one museum planning contract to the
prestigious firm of Gallagher & Associ-
ates, www.gallagherdesign.com, which
specializes in the planning, design and§
management of innovative, informative,
and immersive experiences for muse-
ums, learning facilities and visitor cen- the Armenian Genocide and its legacy
ters. Based in the Washington area, thi will be properly memorialized and ex-
premier museum planning firm has phase one contract to the firm of Historic Buildings, as well as its con- plained through innovative exhibits and
steered to completion numerous projectsMartinez & Johnson Architecture, version into a public space for exhibit a state-of-the-art museum facility. The
ranging from exhibit and visitor centers www.mjarchitecture.com, which is and community use. future museum will be located at an
at Jamestown Settlement in Virginia andrecognized in Washington for its ex- The two firms also have a track exceptional site in the heart of Wash-
the Gettysburg National Battlefield in pertise in the design of complex, multi- record of cooperation on a number of ington, steps from the White House,
Pennsylvania, to a multimedia re-cre- functional facilities, as well as the museum projects including the Na- and will include special emphasis on
ation of the 1969 Woodstock Music restoration of architecturally signifi- tional Museum of Civil War Medicine the role of the United States in geno-
Festival in New York. Significantly, cant buildings. Most recently the firm in Frederick, Maryland, and the Na- cide prevention and punishment.”
Gallagher & Associates was also se-renovated the Boston Opera House,tional Music Center and Museum in Krikorianis joined onthe AGMM
lected by the United States National regarded as a masterpiece of AmericarWashington, DC. Presently they are Committee by Denise Darmanian, Esq.,
Archives to showcase its vast collection Baroque architecture. Among many collaborating on The Artists Hall of Edele Hovnanian, Richard Papalianand
of historic documents in a new perma- other projects in the District of Colum- Honor and Museum of the Mississippi Zaven Tachdjian, all of whom have
nent exhibit on the Washington Mall. bia, Martinez & Johnson renovated Arts and Entertainment Center. brought their experience and strong
The firm also designed the Montreal and converted the landmark Gothic With their announcement the commitment to the Armenian commu-
Holocaust Museum and has commencedRevival structure known as the Alban Committee thanked Hirair Hovnanian, nity to work with the two outstanding
master planning for the new Woodrow Towers facing the National Cathedral. Chairman of AGMM, who has charac- firms that will plan, design, and as-
Wilson Presidential Museum. The The firmwill be preparing plans for the teristically stepped up with financial semble the museum. The Committee
Gallagher proposal for AGMM was re- complete renovation and restoration of contributions to allow this phase of also assigned Dr. Rouben Adalian, Di-
viewed by leading scholars in the fields the onetime bank structure, whosedevelopment to go forward, and rector of the Armenian National Insti-
of Armenian and genocide studies. exterior and interior are designated asAnoush Mathevosian, who first pro- tute (ANI), to lead the exhibit planning

The Committee also awarded a landmarks on the National Register of posed the idea of an Armenian Geno-and historical depiction process.

cide museum in Washington, for their
continued commitment to the project,
which has reached a new stage to-
wards the goal of seeing a memorial
museum in the United States become a
reality.

Van Z. Krikorian, in his capacity
as chairman of the AGMM Committee,
which was fully authorized to proceed
with all aspects of the project’s devel-
opmentand operation, added: “Despite
reports that this project might not get
off the ground, | am delighted to in-
form opponents that their expectations
will not be met. The Committee, Hirair
Hovnanian, Anoush Mathevosian, the
Armenian Assembly of America, and
all of our friends are resolved to build
this center in our nation’s capital. Here

SThe Armenian Genocide Museum and Memorial Building

Decision 2008: Speculation Turns Toward Ter-Petrosyan To Save Opposition

Lyudmila Sargsyan, chairwoman politicians to clear out the political field
of the Social-Democrat Hnchak Party and to return Levon Ter-Petrosyan, do
stated a month ago there is no other moreservice first of all mostly to the authori-
experienced and skilful candidate thanties,” says Manukyan.
the former president. Former Member of Parliament,

“The only guarantee to win the oppositionist Manuk Gasparyan also
election is having both a joint and a believes the talks of Ter-Petrosyan’s
major candidate. Levon Ter-Petrosyan,return an exaggeration as he is confident
who has won a serious victory [mean- the latter will not run for the post.

By Gayane Abrahamyan
ArmeniaNow reporter

With presidential elections now
only six months away, two key ques-
tions dominate political debate in Arme-
nia: 1. Will the opposition find a candi-
date to challenge the overwhelming pres
ence of Prime Minister Serzh Sargsyan~

2. Will that candidate be former presi- ing the victory in Karabakh War], can “He is a serious politician and un-

dent Levon Ter-Petrosyan? be the only such candidate,” Sargsyanderstands that the return to politics after
Several oppositional parties have said. ten years of dormancy is not an easy

met during August at the initiative of the increasingly persistent. One of the explanations for the thing,” says the chairman of the Demo-

National Self-Determination Union and Speculation that independent return of the former president is that cratic Way Party.

its leader Paruyr Hayrikyan. The partici- Armenia’s first president might take up the Armenian-Azerbaijani conflict Arshak Sadoyan shares

pants of the meeting included the headghe campaign mantle has been fueled bysettlement suggested by Ter-PetrosyarGasparyan’s opinion saying if the former
of almost all those parties who claim to visits Ter-Petrosyan has made in recenis still timely today. After having nego- president really wanted to run then he
be opposition. moths to provinces, presumably holding tiated for the last 10 years the partiesshould have had started the preparations

The aim of the meetings has beendiscussions with supporters. [to the conflict] have come back to the at least two years before.

“to create a team to jointly appear at the Such speculation is not new, asidea of stage solution, which became According to Sadoyan the talks on
election,” says Hayrikyan, adding that nearly everyone except the publicly the reason for Ter-Petrosyan’s resig-the return of the first president play into
the opposition faces “a team that origi- reclusively ex-president himself com- nation in 1998. Serzh Sagsyan’s hand.

nates in KGB and the representatives ofmented on the possibility of a return in “He is the most crucial statesman “If Levon Ter-Petrosyan runs, the

the Russian imperialism. This means wethe 2003 campaign for president. of the country, who can win over the powers will get a real opportunity to

have to create ateam capable to confront “There might have been the topic ruling regime,” says Suren Surenyantsfalsify the election results and say ‘people
all these things.” of Ter-Petrosyan'’s return in circulation of the Republic Party political board, have not voted [for Ter-Petrosyan] be-

Opposition parties similarly vowed lasttime, but this time it [the return] is an opining that voters choice in February cause they remember the cold and dark
unity before last May’s parliamentary utmost necessity as one of the ways towill be between independence or havingyears’,” says Sadoyan.
elections, yet managed to place only twolead the country out of this situation and the status of a Russian outpost. The ruling circle does not per-
parties (Heritage and Orinats Yerkir) out to get rid of the clan is his coming to However, Ter-Petrosyan’s return ceive the return of the first president
of 14 entered. power,” Aram Manukyan of the Arme- is not widely welcomed by everyone. seriously yet.

Whether they will manage to cre- nian All-National Movement board told Particularly Manukyan, who has de- Galust Sahakyan of the Republican
ate the “strong team” Hayrikyan dreams ArmeniaNow. clared his intention to seek the republic’s Party told ArmeniaNow they have not
about will be clear in the end of Septem- Ter-Petrosyan is viewed as a joint top post. discussed the possibility yet, but in case
ber. candidate both by the Armenian All- “Levon Ter-Petrosyan has been Ter-Petrosyan runs, their strategy will be

Meanwhile talks about the return National Movementand many other par- silent for ten years and does not say asomewhat different, although: “the re-
of Ter-Petrosyan to politics become ties. word. Those, who hit at the opposition sults will be the same nonetheless.”
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Morgenthau Arrives In ConStantanp|e in Constantinople is agreeable to herthis one last year.”
A Novelization by Kay Mouradian constitution. She is not always strong.” Henry observed the German effi-
What he did not tell Phillip, however, ciency and smiled. Then he noticed the
Constantinople, November, 1913 was that his wife had a strong and willful imposing tower on the other side of the
The train swung around a great mind and was not keen on living in Golden Horn. “And the tower?”
curve by the Golden Horn, the inlet Turkey. “It's quite ancientand was originally

adjacent to Stamboul, the oldest section
of Constantinople. Henry Morgenthau
felt it slowing down, heard the brakes
squealing, and was once again aware 0
his wife’'s absence. He missed Josig
already.

He had not wanted to go to
Constantinople alone, remembering the
loneliness he felt that summer he re-
mained in New York while the family
vacationed in Europe. He planned to
send for Josie as soon as he was settle
but until then his eldest daughter, her
husband, and their two children would

They rode through the city weav- built to observe ships entering the harbor,
ing in and out of the crammed and and now it is used to survey the city to
jammed streets. Henry eagerly gave hiscatch outbreaks of fires,” Phillip said.
attention to the domes and minarets of‘Devastating fires have been the curse of
the magnificent mosques. EverywhereConstantinople. The city has been rebuilt
were Turks, Albanians, Armenians, more than thirty times since it was the
Serbs, Greeks, Montenegrans, Egyp-Emperor Constantine’s capital.”
tians, Syrians, Bulgarians, and Kurds, “It is the landmark of Pera-Galata,
some of whom were dressed in theirthe European section of Constantinople,”
national costumes. Most of the men Schmovanianadded. “Pera-Galatais where
wore the traditional red fez and the the embassies, private clubs, fine restau-
Turkish women were heavily veiled.  rants and hotels are located and where

The stately horses pranced throughimportant financial dealing occurs.”
the cobblestone streets, their clip clop Henry liked the ring of this man’s
accompany him. They had boarded the sounds ringing with an even rhythm. crisp British English. The new ambassa-
famed Orient Express in Paris three days Henry heard copper beaters noisily ham-dor also felt a certain chagrin that the
ago and as the train came to its final stoppassports, handed them to the Turkishmering out their artifacts, watched men most elementary facts about this place
Henry led his family to the car’s vesti- official who quickly stamped them with molding and forming horseshoes by handhad been unavailable despite his best
bule. Having read stories about this a noisy flair and then returned the pass-and observed cobblers cutting and sew-efforts to equip himself beforehand. It
prominent city at the edge of Asia, he ports to the Ambassador. Motioning for ing leather boots in their outdoor shops.was apparent that the State Department
was exhilarated and anxious to plungetwo men in the customs area he again Constantinople was a crowded city. was woefully ignorant of even the most
into the mysteries of Constantinople. As turned to the Ambassador and said, “TheMen on horseback, fancy carriages,basic intelligence about this place.
they descended onto the wooden platembassy staffers will see to your lug- humble carts, oxen, and donkeys were After crossing the bridge, the car-
form they were swept up by throngs of gage. Please give me your claim checks.’everywhere. A car careened by them,riages turned left and arrived at the
people hurrying to the customs house. At once several Turkish workers dodging the animals and people. Henry American Embassy almostimmediately.

In the midst of the chaos two dropped whatever they were doing, wentenjoyed the passing scenes and some ofhe handsome, marble, three-story struc-
distinctive men zigzagged through the scurrying in search of the bags, and withinthe smells. The whiffs of herbs, coffee, ture was surrounded by a high wall. It
crowd rushing toward them. One was minutes the luggage was loaded into one ofea and perfume were so pleasant. Theyas once a mansion for the mistress of
tall and slender with a head of heavythe embassy’'s carriages. Noticing thepassed an area with a pretty bad stencha wealthy Ottoman and had recently
brown hair and wore a finely tailored amazed look on Morgenthau’s face, “You'll get used to the smells,” been purchased by the United States to
brown suit. He had the forthrightlook of Schmavonian said, “Ambassadors arePhilliplaughed. “When Lord Byronwas house their first formal embassy in the
an American. The other man was older, privileged persons in our country and arehere, he made a census of stinks an®ttoman Empire, a great contrast to the
shorter, and portly with striking white treated as such. * He leaned forward,counted seventy-five separate ones! Buishabby building the former American
hair, a white mustache, a very correctaimost bowing to the new Ambassador, the city is cleaner these days, particu-Legation had shared with a local dentist.
grey suitand appeared to be an Ottomanand he and Phillip led the new arrivals outlarly since dogs are not allowed to roam As they entered the compound,
People brushed by as the younger marpf the customs house. as they once did.” Henry was delighted to see gardens sur-
hastily reached out and shook Henry's Immediately Morgenthau saw the Henry vaguely remembered having rounding the main building, and after
hand. “Welcome to Constantinople, three fancy carriages with impressive read an article about how Turks solved climbing the stairs onto the porch where
Ambassador Morgenthau.” Henry stood mosaic seals of the United States on theitheir long-standing problem of roaming the view of the Golden Horn and Stamboul
out with his well groomed van dyke doors. Schmovanian motioned for adog packs in Constantinople. Five thou-was spectacular, Henry putan arm around
beard, round rimmed spectacles andcoachman to open the door for Henry’s sand stray dogs were shipped to a dehis daughter and said, “How marvelous.”
vital brown eyes. “lam Hoffman Phillip, daughter and her family. As soon as theyserted island in the Sea of Marmara where It was a dramatic setting. Ferries,
First Secretary of the Embassy. were comfortable in the black leather in due course they starved to death. steamers, and boats of all sizes and
Please...follow me.” Turning quickly |ined coach, he went to the lead carriage They were approaching the Galatashapes were steaming through the busy
he and the white haired man led thewhere Ambassador Morgenthau andBridge. Crowded with people, beasts ofbay. Henry looked and listened. He
American party past the long lines at phillip were waiting. Piles of luggage burden and every kind of vehicle imag- heard a whistle, a blast of a horn, and
customs, through a door marked pri- filled the third coach. inable, the popular bridge spanned thethen a feeble toot from a small ferry.
vate, and approachedthe presiding Turk-  “How did you recognize me?” Golden Horn, a six mile inlet which Over the bay toward Stamboul, a huge
ish officer in charge of customs. Henry asked as the carriages started tdormed a harbor at the juncture of the mosque with a series of half domes and

“This is the American Ambassa- move. Bosporus and the Sea of Marmara. Henrya magnificent grand dome held a com-
dor,” the white haired man said in Turk- “The State Department informed remembered seeing pictures of a charmmanding presence. He felt strange and
ish to the official and handed him some me you would be accompanied by youring wooden bridge that didn’t look like wonderful at the same time.
papers. Turning toward Henry he said indaughter and her family,” Phillip an- this one. “Is this pontoon bridge new?” He felt as if he were home.
apolite and cultured British accent, “May swered. “Americans tend to stand out in “Yes, itreplaced arickety old bridge Kay Mouradian is the author
| have your passports?” the Orient and there were no other Ameri-that had passed its prime,” Phillip re- of AGIFT IN THE SUNLIGHT:

Phillip quickly introduced the can children in the station.” Phillip was sponded. “German engineers completed An Armenian Story
Whri;[e haired m?]n. “TEiS is Ar;hag well prepared for the new and very
Schmavonian, the embassy’s drago-wealthy ambassador. He had been told e ;
man. He is our legal advisor and inter- hat Hé’my had been a major player in Pollster Sees Lack Of Sarkisian Popularity
preter.” Woodrow Wilson's election. “I was | continued from page 1

“Welcome, Mr. Ambassador,” informed your wife will arrive at a later
Schmavonian said as he noted the nevdate?” It was more of a question than a/ASA, for former President Levon Ter-Petrosian, who is considering runnifg for
ambassador as well-refined and wearingstatement. president. He said it stands at about 1.7 percent. “| don’t see popular demand
his fifty-seven years well. He took the “Yes. | want to be sure the climate |for the first president’s return to power,” he added.

Of the potential candidates covered by the poll only Hovannisian has
publicized his rating on the website of his Zharangutyun (Heritage) party $o far.

HARUT DER-TAVITIAN According to information posted there, 19 percent of Armenians would|have
License #OB28270 voted for the U.S.-born politician if the presidential election had been held in
July.
1807 W. Glenoaks Blvd., Suite 202 Oskanian, also a former U.S. citizen, left indications late last year that he

too mightjoin the presidential candidate. This fueled speculation that Kocharian

[ le=, CA 91200 : . o )
e would like to be succeeded by him, rather than Sarkisian. The Armenian|leader

Tel.: 818/502-3233 has not yet publicly named his preferred successor.

Fax: 818/502-3244 The findings of polls conducted by Poghosian’s organization in thg run-

Pgr.: 818/608-9898 up to previous Armenian elections usually coincided with official vote results

hfﬂ"fﬁfﬁlhr‘f,[m‘l rejected as fraudulent by the opposition. Opposition leaders have long accused
HYE INSURAMCE SEEVIC m,{x{elh#_cm him of being used by the authorities for rigging polling data and thg¢reby
— — legitimizing what they see as electoral fraud. The pollster has denigd the

AUTO » HOME # LIFE * HEALTH » DISABILITY « COMMERCIAL accusations, insisting on the credibility of ASA surveys.
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Talk On History Of Armenian Dissidence At NAASR
By Dr. Seta Dadoyan

BELMONT, MA -- Dr. Seta
Dadoyan, currently of St. Nersess Ar-
menian Seminary, will give a lecture
entitled “Armenian Dissidence: Highlights
of an Unwritten History,” on Thursday,
September 20, at 8:00 p.m., at the Na
tional Association for Armenian Studies
and Research (NAASR) Center, 395
Concord Ave., Belmont, MA. This will
mark the resumption of NAASR'’s lec-
ture series which has been on hiatug
during the summer.

There is a legacy of Armenian
dissidence, the history of which has yet
to be written. In this talk, her first at
NAASR, Dr. Seta B. Dadoyan will ana-
lyze highlights of Armenian dissidence Dr. Seta Dadoyan
as reactions against—and yet also es-

Ara Sarafian To Speak On “Disappearing Armenian
Monasteries In Turkey: The Lake Van Basin”

FRESNO, CA --Ara Sarafian of
the Gomidas Institute(London) will
present a lecture “Disappearing Arme-
nian Monasteries in Turkey: the Lake
Van Basin” at 7:30 PM on Thursday,
September 20, 2007, in the Alice Peters
Auditorium, Rm. 191 of the University
Business Center on the Fresno State
campus.

The lecture is co-sponsored by the
Armenian Studies Program and Armenian
Students Organization of Fresno State.

This powerpoint presentation by
historian Ara Sarafian will present the
results of a special survey the Gomidas
Institute carried out within 40 kilometers
of Aghtamar island in October 2006. Ara Sarafian
The survey located 12 ancient Armenian

sential parts of—the cultural legacy of Haigazian University and more recently monasteries that were still functioning in photographic record of the different
Armenians. By dissidence Dadoyan at Columbia University. She will be this region on the eve of WWI, and it churches and monasteries, and he will
means sets of beliefs/values and/orteaching at St. Nersess Semi-nary inrecorded their current state. According discuss the possibilities of working in
courses of action that are liberal in es-2007-2008. She is the author of numer-to this survey, the condition of these Turkey today.
sence and reformist in motives. As suchous articles in scholarly journals and monasteries varied from those that have The speaker, Ara Sarafian, is an
they run contrary to the prevailing value several books, includingages of West completely destroyed, to those that arearchival historian specializing on the late
systems and narratives. Armenian Philosophical Thoug(it987),  still standing on their last legs. Ottoman Empire and modern Armenian
Wide Range of Movements, The Fatimid Armenians: Cultural and As part of this survey, Sarafian history and the director of the Gomidas
Groups, and Individuals Political Interaction in the Near East will also discuss what steps might be Institute in London. He has been work-
Dissidence covers religious, re- (1997), and’he Armenian Catholicosate taken to help the preservation of theing in Turkey—including the Lake Van
formist, syncretistic, and egalitarian from Cilicia to Antelias: An Introduc- remaining structures today. According region—for over twenty years.
social movements (such as thetion to the Political Historf2003). At to the speaker, it is still possible to The lecture is free and open to the
Tondrakians) that also had literary as-present she is working on an extensivepreserve what remains of Armenian artpublic. Relaxed parking will be available
pects (such as the work of Grigor work onthe Armenians inthe Near East.and architecture in this region. It is a in Lot J after 7:00 PM the night of the
Narekatsi). Pro-Eastern policies and The NAASR Bookstore will be matter of adequate organization and re-lecture. For more information on the
the careers of individuals and groupsopen at 6:00 p.m. the evening of thesources. lecture please contact the Armenian Stud-
(such as the Armenians in the Islamiclecture, and all items will be 20% off In his talk, Sarafian will present a ies Program at 278-2669.
world), and Cilician ecumenism (ex- both before the lecture and after.
emplified by Nerses Lambronatsi) in Admission to the event is free
turn ran counter to mainstream “na- (donations appreciated). The NAASR
tional” ideology. In many ways, Ar- Center is located opposite the First Ar-
menian popular culture and humor aremenian Church and next to the U.S. Post
“dissident” in their liberalism and cos- Office. Ample parkingis available around It is with considerable excitement
mopolitanism. Dadoyan’s objective is the building and in adjacent areas. Theand no small amount of pride that we
to bring out alternative intriguing sides lecture will begin promptly at 8:00 p.m. announce the publication of the firstissue
of Armenian culture and to suggest a More information about the lec- of “ARAMAZD — Armenian Journal of
more critical perspective than other- ture is available by calling 617-489- Near Eastern Studies”, which was funded
wise stereotyped accounts. 1610, faxing 617-484-1759, e-mailing by a grant from Project Discovery!
Dr. Dadoyan taught for many years hq@naasr.org, or writing to NAASR, ARAMAZD principally addresses
atthe American University of Beirutand 395 Concord Ave., Belmont, MA 02478. itself to the ancient history, philology,
religions and culture of the ancient and
medieval Near East and the Caucasus
This is the first periodical of its kind
published in Armenia.

FirstIssue Of ARAMAZD - Armenian Journal Of
Near Eastern Studies Published In Armenia

ARMEMIAN JOUREMAL
UiF NEAR-EASTER N STUCIES

VLI L& 0 San

“Children Helping Children”
October 18 At Belmont Country Club , L
Published by the Association for

BELMONT, MA -- The Belmont include Red Sox and Patriots tickets, Near Eastern and Caucasian Studie 2
Country Club will be the setting for jewelry, arts tickets, a one-of-a ARAMAZD has an editorial board com- |'@:-
“Children Helping Children” on October kind antique handwoven rug, artwork prising leading scholars from around the "m —;f*’
18, when hundreds of advocates andby Armenian artists, gifts donated by world, headed by Dr. Aram Kossyan,
guests of the AMAA’s Orphan Childcare children’s singing star Raffi, and more. head of the Department of Science,is the fact that only a small part of the
Committee will gather to celebrate and A rare opportunity to view and Ministry of Education and Science, and research on this subject published out-
confirm their support for children in purchase handmade arts and crafts dibr. Armen Petrosyan. The editorial side of Armeniais currently available to
Armenia. The theme “Children Helping rect from Armenia will also be made board’s stated objective is to create anArmenian scholars. Hence, the inclusion
Children” will emphasize the difference available to attendees to benefit theatmosphere of collaboration and mutualof articles by foreign authors in
even a small contribution can make, andchildren. In addition, a new 2007 novel understanding between the scholars ofARAMAZD will open the door to scien-
hopes to encourage an ever wideningby Armenian Massacre survivor the Caucasus and other countries, trantific information from around the world
participation from area supporters. Con-and former Armenian Weekly journalist scending political ideology, and to im- for Armenian scholars. Those involved
tributors and attendees representall BosStephen Poonarian will be presentedprove the level of their scientific com- with this project firmly believe that
ton area churches, and the reception, théor the first time anywhere for purchase. munication. ARAMAZD will inaugurate the interna-
12th annual, is open to all who share the*The Enigmatic Life” is fittingly the Aramazd, the lord of wisdom, was tional rebirth of Armenia’s famous sci-
goal of lifting up underprivileged chil- story of two Armenian orphans. All the supreme god of the Armenians inentific school of the humanities.
dren in Armenia and Karabagh. proceeds from the book sales will be pre-Christian times. The editors hope ARAMAZD, comprising animpres-

This exciting event will feature an donated to the AMAA Orphan Childcare that they will have the wisdom to com- sive 300 pages, consists of 14 articles on
elegant luncheon, festive tables flowing fund. plete this undertaking successfully. the archaeology, history, religion and phi-
with extraordinary auction items, a Event sponsors are all volunteers During the Soviet era, and even lology of the Armenian Highland and adja-
breathtaking children’s fashion show, who welcome new members of all agesafterwards, Armenian scholars madecent regions, and two book reviews, by
and a thrilling live auction hosted by a and all backgrounds. Anyone wishing to considerable strides in the scholarship ofauthors from Armenia, the US, Germany,
special guest auctioneer. The children’sjoin the committee, receive an invitation, the history, philology and culture of the Austria, France, Italy and Turkey. All of
fashion show will feature angelic child or make a donation is encouraged toArmenian Highland and the Caucasus.the articles are written in English, with the
models and exceptional fashions by Elitecontact Michele Simourian at 508-785- However the results of their research exception of two written in German. A 16
Bebe of Belmont. Auction items will 0569. All contributions are tax deductible. were published, for the most part, in page summary of the articles in Armenian
eastern Armenian and Russian, therebyis located at the back of the Journal.
rendering it largely inaccessible to the The secondissue will be published
international scholarly community. in the spring of 2008, with continued

Further exacerbating the problem funding from Project Discovery!

Express your opinion send your letters to Massis Weekly
massis2@earthlink.net
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Exciting Future

AGBU SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA Let us teach Armenian \

DISTRICT COMMITTEE to your children!

Our children must
read and write what they speak.

AGBU

ARMENIAN SATURDAY SCHOOL
OF ORANGE COUNTY
at Saint Mar}' Armenian Church
148 E. 22ND STREET, COSTA MESA
IE I I Registration begins
Saturday, September 8, 2007 — 10am
» Eastern & Western Armenian dialects
will be taught in separate classes
« Small Class Size

» Qualified Teachers
* Introduction to Armenian History & Traditions
SaAtu r':.l'::i;g_, October 1 3,2007 — 7PM * Snacks

o x : e * Loving Atmosphere
HUNTINGTON RITZ CARI.TON HOTEL o riore inlrastion, sl cil

DONATION $1,000 PER COUFLE Krikor at 714-898-9053
6267947942 \ «==New Teachers Wanled»»

Proud| v Presents the 4th Annual

tECU UMSUFLET BUSEPLRHIEE W MU 3unsnt

lebbSthh bf'l-lﬂl'npbl.ll-l'bbl"ﬂ

UETSEUEEN B LSEUEGD £ 2000 & |20 LUULFyEUL SETHTILP LMSUFLST IS ErEre-

f”._ ARMEMNIAN GENERAL BEMEVOLENT UNMION / ODRANGE COUNTY CHAPTER _“\

ARMENIAN SATURDAY SCHOOL ANNUAL PICNIC

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2007 11:00AM - 7:00PM » WILLIAM MASON REGIONAL PARK
18712 University Dirive, Irvine [ Picnic Shelrer #3
Donation: Adults 515 | Children 12 and under %8 [ Under 2 vears Free
Includes: Shish Kebob, Pita Bread, Pilaf, Hommus, Salad, Fresh Fret, Diessert and Soft Drink,
l.\“_ For more information and reservations: Krikor (714) 898-90%3 * Alenoush (949) 857-9033 = Jean (949) 7586-0746 _,.r"l

KHACHIK ABRAHAMYAN ASHOT AVAGYAN GAREGIN DAVTYAN MARINE DILANYAN HERMINE DEMIRTSHYAN
GAGIK GHAZANCHYAN ALBERT HAKOBYAN MAYIS MKHITARYAN LILIT SOGHOMONYAN

ARMEMNIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION, SOUTHERN CALIFORMIA DISTRICT COMMITTEE PRESENTS #

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2007, 7-11PM
SEPTEMBER 29 & "I 3 ]L.Il:""'l

AGBU ALEX MANOOGIAN CENTER

2495 E. MOUNTAIN ST, PASADENA, CA 91104
TEL 626.794.7942
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RESTAURANT

e

MEDITERRANEAN
LEBANESE FOOD

FAMILY EN

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASION

TERTAINMENT

BANQUET HALL

EVERY

FRIDAY ~ & ~ SATURDAY
AL ARABIC
INTERNATIONAL ~
. CALL FOR RESERVATION

910~E.MAIN ST,ALHAMBRA,CA.
TEL 626-281-1006 626-587-1048
EAX 626-281-3641

COME IN AND
ENJOY

OUR PATIO
AND THE

FINEST
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NOR SEROUNT CULTURAL ASSOCIATION

ARMENIAN INDEPENDENCE DAY

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2007
VERDUGO PARK, GLENDALE
11:00AM - 7:00 PM
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