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120th Anniversary Of The Social Democrat Hunchakian Party Celebrated

GLENDALE, CA - More than
thousand people gathered at the Glen
dale High School Auditorium on No-
vember 4 to celebrate the 120th anni-
versary of the Social Democrat
Hunchakian Party and its crucial con-
tribution to the Armenian Cause in the
Armenian communities worldwide.

The program featured artistic
performances and several speakers
including keynote speaker Mrs.
Lyudmila Sarksyan, Chairwoman of
the SDHP Armenia, specially invited to
the U.S. for this occasion and Mr.
Setrag Ajemian, Chairman of the Cen-
tral Committee of SDHP. Mrs.
Sarksyan conveyed the importance of
the Hunchakian ideology of democ-

Ter-Petrosian Meets His
Former Foreign Minister

YEREVAN -- Armenia’s former
president Levon Ter-Petrosian metwith
opposition Heritage party leader Raffi
Hovannisian on Thursday in a move
that many viewed as an effort to se-
cure the latter’s support for his de-
clared presidential run.

Before and after announcing his
presidential candidacy during last
month’s large opposition rally in
Yerevan, Ter-Petrosian has held con-
sultations with various opposition lead-
ers to ascertain their attitude towards
his participation in the approaching
presidential election. The most recent
of these consultations was held last
week when Ter-Petrosian visited the

racy with social and civil rights for the

welfare of the Armenian nation. Stress- Keynote speaker Lyudmila Sarksyan, Chairwoman of SDHP Armenia

ing the importance of a democratic

headquarters of the People’s Party of
Armenia led by Stepan Demirchian,
the son of the assassinated parliament

system with social and economic re-to the Armenian people and the underlyingthe decision of the SDHP to speaker who stood next to Ter-
sponsibility of the Armenian govern- Hunchakian party’s role in the future support the presidential candidacy of Petrosian during the October 26 rally
ment, Sarksyan expressed her dismayf Armenia relating it to the current former Armenian president Levon Der but has not yet expressly backed the

with the current unjust system of oli- state of affairs of the Armenian nation.
garchy which has abused Armenia’s Both articulated the SDHP’s stance for
social, civil and economic systems. the upcoming presidential election for

Mr. Ajemian conveyed the pow- the Republic of Armenia is a crucial
erful message of the significance of step in regaining the civil and eco-
the organization historically in relation nomic rights of the Armenian people,

Bedrosian. latter’s presidential bid.
Master of Ceremonies Dr. Rupen “There will be official informa-

Yaghszian reminded the audience oftion,” Ter-Petrosian assured RFE/RL

the many struggles the Hunchakianwhen asked to present the results of

Continuedon page 2 Continued onpage 2

First On Public Land In The UK
Armenian Genocide Monument

Consecrated In Wales
Screaming Turkish Protesters Fail To Disrupt The Ceremonies

CARDIFF, WALES -- The unveil-
ing and consecration of the Welsh Na-|
tional Monumentto the Armenian Geno- | =
cide went ahead successfully last weel =~

Sarkis Church Choir, London. The
monument, the first on public land in the
UK, was unveiled by Lord Dafydd Elis-
Thomas, Presiding Officer of the Na-
tional Assembly of Wales and His Excel-
lency Dr Vahe Gabrielyan, Ambassador
of the Republic of Armenia to the UK.
Wreaths were laid in memory of the
Armenian and Assyrian victims of the
1915 Genocide.

The event was followed by an
afternoon of speeches and Welsh ang
Armenian music, poetry and dancing.
Permission to erect the beautiful Stone
Cross monument, a veritable Armenian
Khatchkar, was granted by the United The Assyrian Bishop, Khoshaba
Nations Association Wales onland owned Guorges from the Ancient Churches of

by the National Assembly of Wales. The the East, also prayed and addressed ththe ex-president.

small Welsh-Armenian community, un- meeting. His participation was in recog-
der the leadership of John Torosyannition by Armenians of the hundreds of
(Wales-Armenia Solidarity chairman), thousands of Assyrians also killed in the
were responsible for all the arrange-1915 Genocide.

ments to achieve the realisation of this Speeches were delivered by His

project. The event organising team com-Excellency Ambassador Gabrielyan, ascoming opposition rally.

prised of members of the ever-growing well as Canon Patrick Thomas and Mike
lobbying coalition initiated by Armenia Joseph.

Solidarity, British-Armenian All-Party Par- Music was provided by the Welsh
liamentary Group and Nor Serount Cul-

tural Association. Continued on page 2

Prominent Businessman Links 'Recent Tax Raids'
With His Opposition Stance

YEREVAN -- Armenia’s promi- cess. But that will not change any-
nent millionaire businessman and par-thing. | will always be next to him
liament deputy on Monday defied what [Ter-Petrosian], because | share the
he called retribution from the state for concerns that he raises,” Sukiasian
his pro-opposition political views and told RFE/RL.
said he would remain “next to [ex- “I think this is something that the
president] Levon Ter-Petrosian” with government doesn't like. But | have my
whom he shares “a common ideologi- own approaches, because | want what is
cal ground.” [good] for the future of my country, for

Khachatur Sukiasian, who is also the future of our children,” he added.
known for his criticism of corrupt Sukiasian, who is one of the larg-
practices in Armenia’s customs, linked est taxpayers in Armenia, says entrepre-
the recent inspections by tax officials neurs work in unequal conditions today.
of his businesses with his being “the He says the government lacks political
bearer of the ideas conceived by Ter-willto bring them all into “an equal field”
Petrosian” and a person who is amongof taxation.

“the supporters and participants” of According to Sukiasian, through
the rising opposition movementin sup- affiliation with the government “a per-
port of the ex-president’s election bid. son defends himself and his business

More than 40 representatives of and notanidea or a political decision that
Armenia’s State Taxation Body this system has advanced.”
launched inspection of the Bjni Com- Sukiasian hinted that some over-
pany belonging to the Sukiasian fam- tures once were made to try to “recruit”
ily. Sukiasian says these tax inspec-him, but he declined to disclose any
tions are an excuse to disguise thedetails.
political persecution thatwas launched In an interview with RFE/RL,
by the state after he was seen next tcBukiasian accused authorities of exert-
ing pressure on companies where they

Sukiasian accompanied Ter- don’t have a share.

Petrosian to a police station late last “We are not against inspections,
month to negotiate the release of abut it should not be done for the purpose
dozen loyalists who were arrested while of destroying,” he said. “But it is impos-
urging citizens to take part in an up- sible to destroy business in our case. Our
companies will struggle to the end, up to

“I have chosen this direction re- the European Court, and we will defend
alizing that well. | realize well that all our rights.”
hints, all conversations, the whole in- Representatives of the State Taxa-
formation that reaches me from differ- tion Body refuse to give interviews or
ent bodies is connected with this pro- provide explanations.
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120th Anniversary Of The Social Democrat Gaidz Youth Organization Message
Hunchakian Party Celebrated By Chris Garsevanian
Continued frompage 1 Chairman of the SDHP Western Region We are gathered here today toin the 21st century. Living in almost

Executive Committee, praised the celebrate the Social Democrat every country around the world, the
party has had to overcome throughoutHunchakian party and its accomplish- Hunchakian Party’s 120th year youth of our diaspora faces the threat of
the centuries and the triumphs theyments throughout the years around theanniversary. Butwhatyou may notknow, assimilation. Which is why our mission
have achieved through sacrifice andworld quoting the first editorial in the is that the Hunchakian party’s youth has evolved to maintaining and promot-
hard work. He emphasized the long- “Hunchak” newspaper written in 1887. organization will be celebrating theirfirst ing our Armenian identity, history, cul-
standing belief system of the Assuringthe audience the importance ofcentennial in a mere 3 years. ture and heritage; fostering a harmoni-
Hunchakian party stating the principle the editorial did not erode over time and This youth organization firststarted ous and productive relationship among
of a single, united Armenian people, still holds true today; thatin order for the off as a student union created by ArsenArmenian youth; and to spread aware-
motherland and church. Dr. Yaghszian Armenian people to prosper the struggleGidour in 1910. This union was estab- ness and tolerance of Armenian and non-
emphasized the SDHP’s belief in the must come from within. As that struggle lished to elevate awareness within theArmenian communities by way of en-
importance of having a united Arme- continues the SDHP has been a leadingArmenian people of their rights, their couraging active involvement in com-
nian Apostolic church, free of political advocate thatcame aboutfromthe peoplerights as citizens and their rights as munity affairs, but the most important
association headed by the See ofwith the people, for the people. human beings. They prepared them totask and challenge that was bestowed
Etchmiatzin. Adis Harmandian, Gagik Badalian rid their people of the tyranny our generation is being passed the torch

“Rest assured that the future is in and Samvel Vartanyan elated the audi-of the Ottoman Empire that for the past as the bearers of the Armenian Cause.
good hands,” said Chris Garsevanian ofence with patriotic and nationalistic folk 500 years had enslaved the minorities, It has become our duty to ensure
the Gaidz Youth Organization. He deliv- songs accompanied by film montages ofespecially the Armenians. The that we, the Armenian people finally
ered a strong message stating that théhe history of the SDHP narrated by Armenians who were unfairly taxed, prevailin our seemingly endless struggle
new generation of Armenian-Americans Harout Der Tavitian.Ani Yepremian re- suppressed, oppressed, abused, anfbr unequivocal recognition of the Ar-
will lead the Armenian people to victory cited various poems to astounding ap-humiliated. menian Genocide. But we will not accept
by preserving the Armenian culture and plause as the Vartan and Siranush This association of Armenian Uni- a mere “unbinding resolution” because
ensuring that the Armenian Genocide Gevorkian International Dance Acad- versity students across Europe collabo-that will not even come close to
gains the recognition it rightfully de- emy dazzled the audience with vibrantrated in starting a newspaper reciprocating what they ripped away
serves. He added that the progress of thelance performances reflecting the his-with scientific, literary, and social con- from generations of Armenians. We will
Gaidz and Dkhrouniyouth organizations tory of the Armenian people. The cel- tent. This newspaper was called Gaidz,demand restitution and compensation to
are monumental to the future of the ebration ended with a standing ovationwhich the organization later adopted aspay for physical and emotional pain,
Armenian Cause. and jubilation for the 120anniversary of  their name. The Gaidz youth, visited grief, and suffering.

Dr. Hamparsum Sarafian, Vice- the SDHP. villages and towns in Armenia organiz- Aside from the Armenian cause,
ing lectures energizing the youth, play- you may all rest assured that this new

Armenian Genocide Monument Consecrated In Wales ingasignificantroleininstillingideals of generation of Armenians, my genera-
democracy, freedom, and equality, tion, will lead the Armenian people into
Continued from page 1 At the end of the afternoon the and that gaidz, that spark, to stand upprosperity for many generations which
plight of the Armenians of Irag was and defend themselves. that follow. We will stand as the new
choirs Cér Aelwyd Hamdden and Cor highlighted bylsob(_eIManook. An appeal The Gaidz yogth organization has advocates for our motherland and
Cochion. The Akhtamar Dance group Was m{ade for Iragi and other mtergstedc_ome along way since those strenuouspur people. So, don’t worry about the
provided Armenian folk dancing, di- Arme_r_nans to contact Armenia Solidar- times, but we still face challenges todayfuture, it is in good hands.
rected by Arsen Zakaryan, and a sololty (éilian@nant.wanadoo.co.uk) to co-

. ..ordinate lobbying efforts on their behalf. tion of the countryOn the 24th April National Assembly Members supported
szgcﬁ)ﬁggzams;zegﬁihset'fi?::a:?f The Presiding Officer’'s speech 1915, the intellectuals were arrested anca motion by Rhodri Glyn Thomas A.M.

of “Dleyaman”, performed by Karapet Was read by the MC, The director of the murdered and the wider Armenian popu- (the present Transport minister) to this

. . : Welsh Centre for International Affairs, lation then suffered the same fate. effect: -
Eqaéljr; ?;nagigtrr?/Pvigsszecl?tézmsyylréai Stephen Thomas (please see the tran- As F\’“obertFisk noted in his_p_o_wer- . - Recognising the truth of the Geno-
Nersessian. script of the speech below). ful book', The Great' War for C|V|I|z§— cide that occurred under the govern-
tion”, this was the first ever genocide ment of Turkey in 1915
Fhkdkkdokkkk and itis significant that it was the silence - Calling on Turkey to end her
. 1 . . of the rest of the world in the face of economic blockade on Armenia

SpeeCh By The PreSIdmg Officer Of The National such a tragedy that led the Nazis to - Call on The UK Parliament not to
Assembly Of Wales Lord Dafydd Elis-Thomas consider the Genocide of the Jews.support Turkey's application for EU

Hitler was quoted in August 1939, when membership until she recognises the

Itis a great honour to be here todayhas called on the rest of the world to ordering his generals to attack Poland,Genocide of 1915 as well as ending her
atthe invitation of “Wales-Armenia Soli- recognise the suffering of her people. “who today remembers the destruction economic blockade of Armenia
darity” to receive this stone cross, the It is not just a matter of sentiment of the Armenians?” The majority of Welsh MPs have
khatchkar, on behalf of the people of that Wales identifies with a small coun- | am glad that people are not turn- also signed similar motions in the House
Wales, and to see the cross being consetry with a unique language, a religious ing their back on Armenia today as they of Commons in 2006 and 2007.
crated in memory of the Armenians who character which derives fromthe world’s did a century ago In 2001, the First Minister of Wales
were killed during one of the worst oldest Christian Church; and experience The National Assembly has given laid a wreath of flowers to remember the
Genocides ever seen in the world; theof living next to a rabid and imperialistic true supportto the campaign to recognisevictims of the Genocide and in the Na-
genocide of a million and a half of the neighbour. the reality of the Genocide. tional Holocaust Day ceremony this year
people of Armenia by the Turkish State The relationship of Wales with one In October 2002, the majority of in Cardiff.
in 1915. of the world’s oldest countries and the

It is a great pleasure also to wel- world’'s oldest Christian Church back Ter-Petrosian Meets His Former Foreign Minister
come to Wales the Ambassador of Ar-to the end of the nineteenth century and

meniato the UK, Dr Vahe Gabrielyan, as the massacre of the people of Armenia inContinued from page 1 domestic concerns, diplomatic chal-
well as Bishop Nathan Hovhannissian, 1894 in Sasoan lenges, and political developments in
the Primate of the Armenian Apostolic Llewelyn Williams, the Liberal MP his 90-minute meeting with Hovannisian the run-up to the forthcoming presi-
Church in the UK. from Wales, wrote a book “Armenia at the latter's Armenian Center for dential elections.”

It is a reflection of the consuming Past and Present” on the shame of théNational and International Studies in The party’s political secretary
interestin Wales in the history of Arme- massacre. Yerevan. Vartan Khachatrian, who also attended
nia that the finance for this beautiful Protest meetings were held, po- Ter-Petrosian only showed a the meeting, told RFE/RL that no issue

monument was raised wholly by Welsh ems were written, and money was col-thumb-up sign when asked to com- of the two politicians’ joint efforts or
Armenians. It is a symbol of the special lected to ease the suffering, and a “Wales-ment on whether the meeting with the Raffi Hovannisian’s participation in
sympathy of the people of Wales for the Armenia Society” was formed. ex-foreign minister he fired in 1992 the Ter-Petrosian rally scheduled for
people of Armeniathat here, in the build- When the terrible Genocide hap- was successful or not. November 16 were discussed.

ing raised in order to promote peacepened, of course, we were in the middle Armenia’s another ex-foreign “There was a general discus-
throughout the world after the horrors of the Great War, and to our shame, notminister Alexander Arzumanian, who sjon of the problems facing the coun-
of the First World War, that the cross is the same attention was paid to the sufaccompanied Ter-Petrosian atthe meettry and the electoral process in gen-

placed. ferings of Armenia in 1915 as was the ing, was not immediately available for eral,” Khachatrian said. He added
This building is a symbol of the case in 1894-96. comment. that the two sides had agreed to
wish and the ambition of Wales to have In the wake of Turkey’s victory Ina mediarelease laterinthe dayensure maximum ‘correctness’

a voice in international affairs and | am over the allies in Galipoli in 1915, the the Heritage party said that during the throughout the political process and,
pleased to say that Wales has recognisedurkish state began the work of trying to meting Hovannisian and Ter-Petrosianif necessary, meet for consultations
the right of Armenia to her freedom and exterminate the whole Armenian popula- “exchanged analyses on the republic’'sin the future.
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The immediate reaction of a ca- |n Memory Of HerOS Marie TChiIingirian nomic, political, and cultural systems

sual observer of Armenian life in the L. . the globe over— and the political
Diaspora to the 120th anniversary of REVISItlng POlItlcal |deo|0gy and Strategy economy of “transition” have become
the first Armenian political party is, By Hratch Tchilingirian hot topics in regional and international
arguably, of irrelevance. While the relations. While strong economic
majority of diasporans are familiar with growth as a result of globalization has
the “three traditional political parties”, movement of the late 19th century, of political and physical destruction improved the lives of people around
they are hardly familiar with the pro- which was rooted in the working class and material poverty”ikid). the world in absolute terms, the pro-
gram and history of these national movement in Europe, where the The Party believed that this un- cess of globalization — especially tech-
institutions that have preserved Arme-founders studied and lived. The two tenable situation would be resolved nological changes — has often been
nian political and cultural life in disper- influential ideas were the democratic- only by “overthrowing the supreme blamed for the widening gap between
sion for over one hundred years. True,liberal ideology and socialism, which authority of Turkey over the Armenian rich and poor. As a result of the
like all other institutions that have been were dominant in the political dis- people” and through “workers-ruled current world economic system —
around for a long time, Armenian po- course of the time. Naturally, liberal [ramkapetakah political liberty and shaped by a global capitalist market
litical parties in general and the Social democratic ideas were not confined tonational independence.” Indeed, the(the “New World Order”) — there is
Democratic Hnchakian Party (SDHP) Western Europe. For instance, theidea of revolution as a means of radicalgrowing social polarization around the
in particular have a host of challengesdemocratic structure of the Armenian change was a prevalent political goalworld. For instance, the wealth of the
confronting them at this juncture of National Constitution establishedinthe and strategy in the late 19th century, 475 billionaires in the world is equiva-
their history. Asking the right ques- Ottoman Empire in 1863 is attributed not just for Armenian political parties, lent to the combined incomes of more
tions in organizational life sometimes to the prevalence of the idea amongbut to a host of other peoples living than 50 percent of the world’s popula-
is more important than listing new Armenian intellectual circles in under the yoke of empires. tion, that's about three billion people.
ideas that lead to nowhere. But beforeConstantinople and the provinces. On Once Turkish Armenians were Another staggering example ofinequali-
contemplating some key questions thatthe other hand, the socialist ideology liberated, the longer term objective of ties in wealth distribution is the fact
need to be asked, it is worth highlight- as subscribed by the SDHP foundingSDHP was to liberate the Armenians that the assets of the three richest
ing the foundational ideas that shapedmembers was essentially Marxist, butliving in the Russian and Persian em- people in the world exceed the com-
the thoughts of the founders of SDHP shaped through the prism of the Rus-pires as well. The three liberated enti- bined GDP of 47 least developed coun-

back in 1887 and defined the activities sian revolution. ties of the Armenian nation would then tries.
of subsequent generations of mem- In general, the socialist move- form a “Federal Workers-ruled Re- Today SDHP needs to address
bers. ment adopted by SDHP founders en-public” [dashnaktsayin ramkapetakan not only contemporary Armenian na-

Social democracy and the libera- visaged a socio-economic system —hanrapetutiuh. What was unclear in tional issues, but also global concerns.
tion of the Armenian people — from including socialized ownership of the the party program was where this newWithout engagement with the wider
“injustice, brute power and slavery, means of production — in which the independent, free Armenian Republic society and the world, the party — and
economic, political, social and mate- community has control over property would be created — which parts of any political party in the Diaspora for
rial inequalities”— were the founding and distribution of wealth in order to Western Armenia, Transcaucasus andhat matter — would become mar-
ideological and strategic pillars of SDHP achieve social and economic equality northern Persian were to be includedginal, static and parochial. It is not a
(See Hnchak, Nos. 11-12, October- in society. The control of the “com- in it? This was an essential questionsecret that the membership in Arme-
November 1888). While over the last munity” was to be directly exercised thatwas notarticulated by the foundersnian political parties is dwindling. Se-
120 years the world in general and theby the workers’ councils or indirectly and eventually caused divisions in therious questions need to be asked by the
Armenian people in particular have by the state. Karl Marx (1818-1883), party. party leaders. What does SDHP —
seen enormous changes, the fundathe ‘father’ of modern socialist phi- What is extremely relevant today and Armenian political parties in gen-
mental principles of social democracy losophy, suggested that socialism wouldon this 120th anniversary is the fact eral — need to do in the coming years
and freedom in the legacy of SDHP become a reality after the proletarian that insecurity, indignation, discrimi- to remain relevant to Armenians in the
have relevancy to the present. The(workers) revolution, whereby the nation, and injustice continue to define Diaspora and Armenia? What is the
challenge to the party leadership todaymeans of production would be owned the situation of the Armenian commu- main ideology or philosophy that de-
is to articulate that link and relevancy collectively. Society would then nityin Turkeytoday. Although noton fines SDHP today? Which elements of
to Armenians living in the 21st cen- progress into communism — that is, athe scale of the 19th century, the livesthe founding principles of SDHP are
tury. classless, stateless social organizatiorof some 70-80,000 Armenians living in still relevant today? What kind of hu-

It should also be noted that long based on “common ownership of the Turkey are as perilous and concern-man and material resources are needed
before the term was inventeglobal- means of productions, wherein theing. Similarly, the conflicts in the toarticulate and disseminate those prin-
izationwas at the heart of the founda- state would be nothing else but the Caucasus have not been resolved andiples and values? How should politi-
tion of the Social Democratic revolutionary dictatorship of the pro- national security concerns are high. cal, cultural and social goals be imple-
Hnchakian Party. The party was letariat.” Ontheideological level, SDHP’s mented in various parts of the world
founded in Geneva by seven Armenian Even as socialism provided the “socialist values” are hardly mentioned where Armenian communities are
intellectuals from the Transcaucasusfoundingideology of SDHP, this wider or discussed in the current discoursespread?
with the immediate aim of liberating human liberation agenda gradually of the Party and its activities. “Injus- In our Diaspora reality today we
Ottoman Armenians. ldeologies de- changed into a narrower “national lib- tice, brute power, economic, political, could either look at our historic na-
veloped in Europe were articulated for eration” movement of the Armenian social and material inequalities” — as tional institutions as precious museum-
audiences in the “Orient”. d®n after people. For instance, while the con- articulated 120 years ago by the found-like antiquities to be celebrated and
the formation of the party, all the found- cepts of “historic materialism” and ing members of the party — are burningcherished (such as the church and
ing members started to learn the technol<class struggle were not applicable toissues today as well. While socialism parties) or make them vibrant organi-
ogy of the time — typesetting — as anthe conditions in Western Armenia — as practiced in the USSR failed miser- zations that shape and enrich our com-
essential tool of their work. (The metal where religion and racial variables were ably, it is still alive in various forms of munal life. Today it is not enough for
types for the party paper came from more dominant— a significant segmentintensity in Europe (e.g., Britain under choices to be attractive, they need to
Venice, prepared by the Mekhitarist of Armenian intellectuals in the Labour Party, Spain under the Social-be convincing and add value. There is
Monks.) SDHP had branches not only in Caucasus subscribed to “classical so-st Workers’ Party, France under Lionel much to be learned from the past and
the Armenian heartland, but also in Eu- cialism”, infused with nationalism, a Jospin’s Socialist Party, etc.) and isthere is much to think and do in the
rope, the US and the Middle East. new national consciousness. more visible in South America. present.

SDHP was founded to struggle In the short term, the main con- Indeed, in recent years, espe-
against, as its founders stated in theircern of SDHP was “the economic and cially after the end of the Soviet Union,  Hratch Tchilingirian is a scholar
program, injustice and inequalities. political conditions of the Armenian globalization — the integration of eco-  at the University of Cambridge.
They believed that “the complex and people in Turkish Armenia”. As de-
unjust state of 'thi'ngs can 'be reformedscr?b'ed in their short. term objectives, Harvard University Centers Features Armenian Exhibition
only by thesocialist organizationby  politically the Armenians in the Otto-
the direct means of people’s constitu- man Empire were “completely without An exhibition featuring the cultural legacy of the Armenian town [Nor
tion, by giving each person in society rights, condemned to slavish silence,|Jugha (New Jugha) is on display at Management and International Relations
real capacity of participation in the and [expected to be] extremely loyal. |Center of Harvard University,USA.
administration of all public affairs”. They are “unmerited as witnesses in The exhibition displays photos taken by a prominent Armenian researcher
They argued that it is only through court; guilty when killing for self- |of Nakhichevan Argam Ayvazian and Steven Sim, a U.S. architect. The ijority
such approach that “the natural anddefense; [considered] offensive when|of photos show architectural monuments of the region erected between|10-th-
undeniable human rights are preserved’complain and cry about their miserable|17-th centuries.
(See Patmutiun S. T. Hnchakyan condition; [are] persecuted for reli- The focus is on how these monuments looked in the past and| now,
GusaktsutyanVol. 1, Beirut: Shirak gion; do not have security of life and [evidencing how Azerbaijan destroyed Armenian churches and cemeterigs with
Press, 1962: 32-37). abode; [and are] subject to destructive|unique cross stones.

The wider historical and andindignantattacks by brutal tribes”. Steven Sim has made numerous trips across historical Armenia over the
sociopolitical context of the founding For all of these, the Armenians in the |last two decades taking pictures of all endangered Armenian monuments.
of SDHP was the modern socialist Ottoman Empire have “reached a state The exhibition will be on display until November 19.
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Armenia Fund’s 10th Annual Telethon Greg Krikorian Honored by Armenian American
To Air November 22 Medical Association
LOS ANGELES -- Armenia The Telethon will feature special

Fund’s 10th International Telethon is guests from Armenia and Artsakh.
set to air on Thanksgiving Day, No- Newly-elected President of Artsakh, Bako
vember 22, 2007 from 8am-8pm PST Sahakyan and Foreign Minister
(16:00-04:00 GMT). This year’s pro- Vartan Oskanian will appear live during
gram will once again reach millions of the program.

households in the United States, as well The telethon will feature close to

as international viewers across all con-40 musical performances, drawing an
tinents via satellite and cable. The 12all-star lineup of Armenian performers
hour live program will stream on the from Armenia and the United

internet at www.armeniafund.org. States.

Armenia Fund’'s Telethon, a The Telethon's centric theme will
Thanksgiving Day tradition since focus on human stories in the context
Armenia’s independence, willonce again of responding to the urgent needs of
unite Armenians across the globe aroundrural Armenia and Nagorno Karabakh.
one goal — helping the Armenian home- Proceeds from the Telethon will benefit
land stand strong on its feet. Every Armenia Fund's Village Development
year for the past 10 years, this gargan-Program. The newly adopted program
tuan effort brings together more will focus on revitalizing a cluster of '
than 50 professionals and 200 volun-villages in the Tavush Region of Arme- Greg Krikorian, Dr. Boris Bagdasarian and Zarmine Naccashian
teers. nia, and the Martuni Region of Artsakh.

This year, for the first time, the To ensure long-term sustainability and GLENDALE -- The Armenian of the youth. Some of his initiatives
Telethon will air from the studios of generate income for the villagers, the American Medical Association held their have included outreach for the Los
the Los Angeles affiliate of the Public multilevel infrastructure development 17th Annual Community Health Fairat Angeles County Department of Health
Broadcasting Service (PBS), KCET program will incorporate an economic Saint Mary’s Armenian Churchto sup- Services and the Glendale Adventist
in Hollywood. The program will go on component as well. The implementa- port the community with health care Medical Center, along with his elected
live on KSCI-LA Ch. 18 in the Greater tion of the Village Development Pro- needs. Also, sponsoring the Health positiontothe Glendale Unified School
Los Angeles area. The state of the artgram will be coordinated with the U.S. Fair was the Armenian American District Board of Education.
facility has decades of experience in Government's Millennium Challenge Nurses Association & Armenian Den- “Throughout the years Greg has
hosting live telethons, including the Jerry Corp., the World Bank, and the UNDP. tal Society of California along with always been there for our community
Lewis MDA Telethon, Chabad Telethon The 10th International ArmeniaFund other leading health providers. Over and mostimportantly serving our chil-
and various PBS telethons. The studio,Telethon will air in all major Armenian- 500 were in attendance to have thedren of Glendale and La Crescenta.”
which is a non-profit organization itself, American communities in the U.S., as opportunity for free health screening: stated Zarmine Naccashian, Health Fair
utilizes cutting edge technology and is well as internationally on H1-Armenian such as blood pressure, cholesterolchairperson of Armenian American
equipped to produce programs in high-Public Television (www.armtv.com) mammograms, and health educationNurses Association and RN, MN, GNP,

|

definition format. across all continents. material. CDE Coordinator; Diabetes Care Cen-
Atthe Health Fair Greg Krikorian, ter, Glendale Adventist Medical Cen-
FCN Comp|etes Roof Restoration President, Glendale Board of Educa-ter. _ o
; tion & Krikorian Marketing Group, In accepting the award Krikorian
At Gavar Special School was awarded with the community noted, “I welcome this recognition for
e | advocate award for being an advocateserving all segments of our commu-

of community health promotion and nity, that includes our youth to
his vision to promote educational needsseniors!”

Major Gift To Clear Minefields In
Nagorno Karabakh

The Walnut Creek, California- States, the United Kingdom and the Neth-
based Julia Burke Foundation has madeerlands. Additional support has been
a significant commitment to the recon- provided by private foundations, includ-
struction of Nagorno Karabakh with a ing the Cafesjian Family Foundation,
three-year pledge in support of minefield The Cooperative Bank, Pro Victimis,
(FCN) completed restoration of the school Staff, joyful emotions by the clearance by The HALO Trust, a British Newman'’s Own Foundation, Actiefonds

Gavar Special School roof this sum- Faculty, gratitude by the administra- and American charity specializing in re- Mijnen Ruimen, and by donations from

mer. The 30,000 square feet roof wastors, accomplishment by the FCN moval of landmines and other explosive individuals in the United States.
in desperate state of disrepair for atBoard members, and renewed sense ofemnants of war. We are very satisfied with the

; ; ; ; p : The commitment includes an im- professionalism of the HALO Trust
least half of its over 40-year life. The rousing by the children whose “special ) ) , :
appalling conditions not only made life needs” mind would only tell them that mediate grant of $400,000, to be fol- and the quality of their work in Nagorno

Qo ; ; . lowed by ‘challenge grants’ in 2007-08 Karabakh, said Vardan Barseghian,

nbearable for the faculty, administra- they will have warmer hands in this i
;Jors and staff. but morg importantly con)wling winter and 2008-09. These ‘challenge grants’NKR Representative to the U.S. ‘On
for over 120 children who attend and Focus on Children Now. Inc. Will match on a dollar-for-dollar basis behalf of my government and the
live in the school dorms. The constant (FCN) is a not for profit organization Cther private funds raised by The HALO people of Nagorno Karabakh, | thank
leaking damaged the wooden floors, that was registered in California in 1USt Up to $300,000 in each year. Thethe Julia Burke Foundation for their
heat escape made it impossible to heaP007. Since its inception in 2005, its fIrst challenge grant opens Novembergenerous and very thoughtful gitt,

the classrooms and the dorms duringprimary focus has been to help the 2t Karabakh suff o W'Tllchh tlhroughtlhe HAL(;TIrustfswork
the harsh winters of the region, and theimpoverished children in need of basic Nagorno Karabakh suffers the will help save lives and also free our
soaking floors greatly restricted the life necessities. During its short life, WOrld's highest per capita casualty ratesbeautiful land from landmines. | also
school activities FCN has completed a number of Chari_from landmines and explosive remnantscall upon our American friends to step
The new roof will allow the fac- table projects: installation of heaters in ©f War - surpassing even Afghanistanup to the challenge grant and join this
ulty, administrators, staff, and par- the dorm rooms of Gavar Special School&"d Cambodia. Although clearance op-noble effort to eliminate the deadly
ticularly children to enjoy a warmer and reconstruction of School's roof eratlonstgda_te have re_sultedln asignifi-danger of landmines in Artsakh.
environment, interact more freely with- are but a couple to mention. In addi- ¢ant decline in casualties (14 last year, HALO's Nagorno Karabakh Pro-
out wearing layers-and-layers of tion, every month, FCN dispatches to down from the 2004 peak of 43), much gram Coordinator Gala Danilova is

clothes, and have greater freedom toand distributes throughout Armenia WOTK remains both to eliminate casual- currently on mission to the U.S. to
plan wider curriculum activities. thousands of pieces of new and qualityt'es and to return mined land to produc-raise awareness about the state of

The new roof was inaugurated used clothing to children and families tive use. HALO calculates the cost of the progress in Nagorno Karabakh and to
by Public Officials; school’s Director, Also, the organization sends care pack-"émaining work at $15 million. Depend- encourage individuals and groups to
Faculty, Administration, Staff; and ages containing shoes, toys, school"d On the speed of fundraising, the jobparticipate in the challenge grant.
members of the FCN Board on Sep- supplies and bedding to numerous nurs_could be f|n|sh§d within five years. Groups interested in organizing a pre-
tember 18, 2007. The day was filled ing homes and orphanages in Armenia. HALO’s mineclearance operations sentation by Ms. Danilova should con-

in Nagorno Karabakh are currently sup-tact The HALO Trust on (212) 581-
I o oy e overnments ofhe United0099.

Gavar special school roof after restoration and before

Focus on Children Now, Inc. with disbelief and excitement by the
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network. We offer:

* Prescription Drug Coverage
# Inclividual and Family Plans
* Plans for Small Businesses

+ Dental Coverage

* Medicars Supplement Plans

Authorized Independent Agent
1807 W GLENDAKS BLVD. #202

a |-
mE e E
1

Blue Cross of California takes
the worry out of health care.

Our goal is to make staying healthy easier with a variety of
aftordable plans to fit your needs. For over 65 years, Blue Cross
has been a leader in California offering quality health care
coverage with over 41,000 doctors and 400 hospitals in our

¢ Life Insurance
iy BT Live & Hpalth nsurenoe Company

* HsA-Compatible Plans

iy BT Life & Hralkth dnsuronce Campany

* Integrated Workers' Compensation

ay bmpioyers Compensahon Insurance Company

Call now and let me help take the worry out of your health care!

HARUT DER-TAVITIAN

VA

GLEMNDALE, CA 91201 _

(818) 502-3233 '
HARLITEEXCELHYE COM BlueCross
WWW.EXCELHYE.COM of Cafifornia

CA Insurance The Power of Blug”
License #0B28270

Blue Cross of Californda IBOC) and BC Life & Health Insurasce € ampany |BLLEH) are
Independent Licensees of the Bue Cross Assooation (BLAL The Powes af Blue and the Blue
Crods mame and symbal are registensd serdice marks af the BLA 3005 BLL LAMTTR
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ZULAULLLY RLPESGAMTULLY CuRdSnhr IFbNRehhy ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT LINION

PlindGwenn UGgbuwy
Proud Past

Lcuwznn Uwwguy
Exciting Future

The Western Diocese of the Armenian Church of North America
The Armenian General Benevolent Union
Present

The Second

North American tour

of the award-winning
performing arts troupe of
the Nork Children’s Center,
the "HAYORTATS".

One-of-a kind tour de force, coined as the

“Armenian Cirque Du Soleil”

Unparalleled talent, spirit and vitality,

the troupe of over 60 young and dynamic

performers will delight and entertain with a

mix of traditional Armenian and contemporary

art forms; song, dance, instrumental music,

dramatic recitation as well as skillful and thrilling gymnastics and aerobatics

“HAYORTATS™
PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE

THUWRZFWAT, NOVYEMBEM &, S0 S SUNUAT, NUYEMEBER 11, W07 FRIPAY, NRQYEMEBER 16, 005
AGBL MANODGEIAN-DEMIRDJIAN SCHOOL AEBL ALEX MANDODGIAN CENTER WESTERN DIOCESE ARMEMNMIAM CHURCH
G844 OARKDALE AVEMNUE, CAMNDGA FARK 2435 E, MOUNTAIN STREET, FASADEMNA 325 M. GLEMNOARS BLYD., BURBAMK
STUDENT PERFORMAMCE GALA PERFORMAMNCE 8:00 PM, $30.00 12 & YouNGcER $15.00
4:00 PM, E12.00 5:00 PM. $100.00
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17, Z007

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2007 THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2007 AGBL ALEX MANDOGIANM CENTER
AGBU MANOOGSIAN-DEMIRDJIAN SCHOOL AGBU ALEY MANOOGIAM CEMNTER 2498 E. MOUNTAIMN STREET. PASADEMA
G844 OAKDALE AVENUE, CANDGA PARK 2495 E. MOUNTAIN STREET, PASADEMA 8:00 PM, $30.00 18 & YOUNGER £15.00
R:00 PM, $30.00 1A R Youmaes %15 00 BTLUDENT PERFORMAMNCE

30 FW, F1Z.00 SUNDAY, NOVEMBDER 10, 2007
SATURDAY, MOVEMBER 10, 2007 AGBEU ALEYX MAMOOGIAM CENTER
AGBU ALEX MARNOOGIAN CENTER 2495 E. MOUNTAIN STREET, FPASADEMNA
2495 E. MOUNTAIN STREET, PASADEMA 5:00 PM, $30.00 18 & YOUNGER %15.00

B0 FM, FI0.00 180 & TOURNGER F153.00
FOR INFORMATION & TICKETS

COMTACT THE AGEU OFFICES AGBU MAMOOGIAM-DEMIRDJIAN SCHOOL ABRIL BOOKSTORE CHATERIAN VIDED

626.794.7942 818.883. 2428 818.243.4112 818.242. 6928
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The Armenian Teletime Is Back On Channel 18
Not 1 Hour, Not 2 Hours, Not 3 Hours But 24 Hours Per Day

7 Days Per Week, Free
No Subscription Fee - Plus 40 Additional Channsl

For info call The Armenian Channel (818) 982-2400
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Yes, | wish to subscribe to Massis Weekly

Enclosed a check for (one year)
* $50,00 for USA
* $60,00 (second class), $ 75,00 (Air Mail) for Canadg.

* $85,00 (second class), $ 125,00 (Air Mail) Overseap.
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City: --------- State:--------- Zip Code:------
Country: -------------
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