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The Quality and Safe Choice for Your Child’s High School Education

AGBU HIGH SCHOOL — PASADENA
OPEN ENROLLMENT FOR 2008-2009

Grades 9-12

The administration will be happy to meet with you, answer your questions and give you a campus tour.

Please call (626) 794-0363
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HOMENMEN
Glendale Chapter

Celebrates

EASTER

EGGSTRAVAGANZA

Sunday March 23", 2008

2:00 PM

Jom us for feast, fun and Easter games
with fanuly and friends

1060 N. Allen Ave
Pasadena, CA 91104

For more info please call Ami (818) 236-2655
Karine (818) 324-0574

KarineS7&sbeglobal.net
FosineDT&aol.com

Donation: $30
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Levon Ter-Petrosian: We Will Continue To
Challenge The lllegal Authorities
More Than 90 Political Prisoners In Armenia

President Levon Ter-Petrosian
pledged late Tuesday to continue to
challenge the official results of Armenia’s
disputed presidential election butmade it
clear that he will not hold unsanctioned
demonstrations anytime soon.

Ter-Petrosian predicted that the
Armenian authorities will prolong the
state of emergency in Yerevan to make
sure that Prime Minister and President-
elect Serzh Sarkisian does not face stree
protests before and during his inaugura
tion scheduled for April 9. He also said
that he is ready to negotiate with the stressed the fact that it made no mentio
Armenian authorities while refusing to of his claims that Sarkisian was not
recognize the legitimacy of Sarkisian’s eligible to run for president because of a
election win. law that bars serving government offi-

The Yerevan mayor's office on cials from contesting presidential elec-
Tuesday refused to authorize a rallytions. He claimed that the court thereby
which Ter-Petrosian hoped to hold in the recognized the validity of his arguments
city’s Liberty Square on March 21, and indirectly called into question the
saying that it would pose a “serious legitimacy of Armenia’s next president.
threat to the life and health of citizens.” He said he will therefore continue to fight

Speaking at a news conferencefor regime change in a “civilized, under-
held in his house, Ter-Petrosian said hestandable, clear and uncompromising
will file more rally applications to the way.”
mayor’s office. “They can’t reject our “Once thereis a possibility of hold-
applications allthe time,” he said. “They’ll ing rallies, once the [independent] media
find another way [of preventing rallies.] resumes its operations, we will use the
They'll simply prolong the state of emer- media, we will use rallies and all other
gency. They need 20 more days [oflegal means of communicating with the
emergency rule] so that there are nopeople. Something which we did for five
rallies until April 9.” months,” said Ter-Petrosian. “I will be

“We do not plan to hold tellingthe people that|do not acceptthe
unsanctioned rallies,” he added. legitimacy of these authorities.”

In his first public reaction to the Ter-Petrosian made it clear at the
ruling by Armenia’s Constitutional Court same time that he is ready to engage i
on Saturday rejecting appeals for annul-
ment of the elections, Ter-Petrosian

Continued on page 4

U.S. Official Slams Kocharian-Sarkisian Regime
For Brutal Crackdown

WASHINGTON, DC -- A senior
U.S. official has condemned as “harsh
and brutal” the Armenian government’s
post-election crackdown on the opposi-
tion and expressed serious concern abo
the continuing mass arrests of support
ers of opposition leader Levon Ter-
Petrosian.

"The violence really was deplor-
able. It seems clear that the reaction b

the government was harsh and brutal, Bryza pictured with top U.S. Embassy

Deputy Assistant Secretary of State gficials during his visitto Yerevan last
Matthew Bryzatold The Associated Press, ook

Monday, referring to the March 1 deadly

clashes in Yerevan between securityPrime Minister and President-elect Serzh

forces and thousands of Ter-PetrosianSarkisian and Ter-Petrosian in a bid to

supporters. defuse Armenia’s worst political crisis
Washington had until then avoided in nearly adecade. He pressed the Arme

n

Protest Rally InWashington, DC
Over 10,000 Signed Petitions Presented To
State Department

Paul Wohlers, U.S. State Department Director of the Office of Caucus affairs and
Regional conflicts, and Christian Wright, State Department Armenia desk officer
and Dr Harry Sarafian

Tuesday March 11, 2008 — To- Both sides agreed that the demo-
day, a delegation headed by Dr. Harrycratic process, rule of law, and free-
Sarafian, representing the Coalition for dom of speech must be respected in
a Democratic Armenia and Sevak Armenia. The Armenian American del-
Khatchadorian, of the Armenian Coun- egation urged the State department to
cil of America met with Paul Wohlers, remain steadfast and pursue the matter
U.S. State Department Director of the with the Armenian authorities until tan-
Office of Caucus affairs and Regional gible and specific results are achieved.
conflicts, and Christian Wright, State Mr. Sarafian handed the State
Department Armenia desk officer. department officials a petition signed

The primary topic of discussion by more than ten thousand Armenian
was the Armenian-American Americans urging the United States to
community’s concern with the ongo- demand the following from the gov-
Ing political crisis in Armenia, follow- ernment of Armenia:
ing the presidential elections in Arme- 1. Immediately lift the state of
nia and the ensuing violence and theemergency and restore the constitu-
political persecution of peaceful pro- tional rights of the citizens.
testers exercising their constitutional 2. Remove the army and allow
rights to demonstrate against the

fraudulent presidential elections. Continued onpage 3

OSCE Reports Flawed Recounts,
‘Implausible’Vote Results In Armenia

Raising more questions abouttheaccordance” with democratic stan-
freedom and fairness of Armenia’s dards. But they also reported serious
presidential election, Western election irregularities during the counting of
observers said on Friday that voteballots in 16 percent of the polling
recounts in polling stations across thestations visited by them on election
country were not conducted properly day.
and exposed errors in official vote
results. posed during recounts subsequently

In their first post-election in- conducted in 153 of Armenia’s 1,922
terim report, the observers represent-precincts. OSCE observers were
ing the Organization for Security and present at many of those recounts.
Cooperation in Europe also noted “The majority of recounts ob-
*anomalies” in the results from other served showed discrepancies and mis-

More such irregularities were ex-

criticizing the use of force against oppo- nian leadersto lift the state of emergencyelectoral precincts. They said the re-takes in the original count, some of
sition protesters that left at least seven ofin the capital and the resulting severeported problems will affect the OSCE which were significant and raise ques-
them dead. A senior U.S. diplomat said restrictions on press freedom. mission’s final assessment of the Ar- tions over the political impartiality of
earlier on Monday that the Armenian "It is not only frustrating that the menian authorities’ conduct of the PECs (precinct election commissions)
authorities had to forcibly “restore or- government has imposed restrictions onFebruary 19 vote. It is due to be madeand TECs (district election commis-
der” after the demonstration turned vio- independent media and left in place apublic by May. sions),” read their report. It also cited
lent. state of emergency, but also that it has In their preliminary assessment two Yerevan precincts where the re-

Bryza’'s comments came just three stepped up arrests of opposition lead-made public on February 20, the morecounts were disrupted by government
days after he held talks in Yerevan with ers,” Bryza said. “It is crucial that the than 300 monitors concluded that the

outgoing President Robert Kocharian, arrest of opposition figures stops.” election was administered “mostly in Continued on page 4
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New York Times Editorial Armenia Election Controversy: ALocal View
Dark Days in Armenia

By Frank Lavoie though we were only observers that
Hawaii Reporter could ask questions, lots of them if
The democracy that Armenians mation provided by his government. necessary. The problem, of course,
dreamed of during their long decadesLocal stations can no longer use the For those who gripe about elec- was that as soon as we left things went
under Moscow’s yoke is slipping away. Armenian language programs producedtions in the United States, all one has toright back to normal.
After opponents challenged last by foreign broadcasters including the do is look around the world and see There was one polling place with
month’s flawed presidential election, Voice of America and Radio Free Eu- how truly lucky we are. One recent campaign posters on the front door.
the government imposed a brutal staterope/Radio Liberty. example is the presidential election in When the precinct president was
of emergency. Atleast eight people are That drew an admirably strong Armenia held February 19. Armeniais confronted he assured me that it was
now dead, independent news outletsprotest from Washington's Broadcast- a newly independent democracy lo- untrue, despite the fact | saw it with
throttled and all protests silenced. Presi-ing Board of Governors, the indepen- cated in a precarious situation sur-my own eyes. He then walked me back
dent Bush and other Western leadersdent federal agency that supervisesrounded by enemies in the Southernoutside to prove it: the posters were
need to make clear to Armenia’s gov- these stations, while the State Depart-Caucasus. gone!
ernment that such behavior is unac-ment has expressed its concern over The sitting president Robert Several locations had open vot-
ceptable and will jeopardize future re- the death toll. Their words would carry Kocharian anointed his Prime Minister ing, where voters were showing their
lations. Compared to post-Soviet tyr- more weight if President Bush added Serzh Sarkissian to succeed him. Themarked ballots in public. Several oth-
annies like Belarus or Uzbekistan, Ar- his voice. Armenia, embroiled in a election was to be purely a show. Theers had people registering to vote out-
menia may not look so bad. That is lengthy standoff with neighboring administration was seen as highly cor-side their registered locations. Numer-
why it is so important to halt this slide Azerbaijan, is relatively isolated in its rupt and it was thought that the com- ous instances of passport photos not
into authoritarianism before it is too own region and especially values its mon falsification of election results being checked were witnessed. Par-
late. good relations with the United States. would continue. The opposition candi- ticularly troubling were police officers
Official election results handed This is not a case of pure demo- date was actually Armenia’s first presi- inside the polling stations, a situation
an overwhelming victory to the ruling cratic virtue against pure authoritarian dent after independence from 1991 tospecifically prohibited due to earlier
party candidate, Serge Sargsyan. In-evil. The defeated opposition leader, 1998, Levon Ter-Petrossian. instances of intimidation.
ternational monitors declared that while Levon Ter-Petrossian, is a former presi- When the first round election | would always pay a visit to the
the overall outcome appeared fair, theredent who in the 1990s sent armoredended with an outright victory for police at every location, ask how they
were serious problems with the vote cars into the streets to crush demon-Sarkissian with 53% of the vote, the were doing and if necessary “escort”
count. The protests that followed only strators protesting his electoral ma- opposition immediately claimed falsi- them to where they belonged. More
turned violent after police began beat- nipulations. fication and started protests. After ten often than not they were back where
ing demonstrators. He insists, without credible evi- days of peaceful protests the policethey didn’t belong by the time we
Witnesses told our colleague, dence, that he won this election. And moved in, leading to pitched battles in drove off.
Sabrina Tavernise, that governmentonce government forces set off lastthe streets, machine gun fire ringing At one location voters not on the
authorities planted guns and grenadesveekend’s violence, some of those out, numerous deaths and injuries andist but obviously living in the precinct
among the sleeping protestors last Satwho turned outin Mr. Ter-Petrossian’s the army, complete with tanks and were denied their right to be given a
urday morning. Then, claiming that behalf seemed more interested in loot-armored personnel carriers, occupy-provisional ballot.
they were thwarting an attempted coup,ing nearby shops. The main responsi-ing the capital Yerevan. What made the Only by our timely arrival and
police attacked the opposition camp. bility lies with Armenia’s government sjtuation ironic was that Ter- insistence on watching the problem be
The next day, the outgoing presidentleaders, and it is to them that the WhitePetrossian’s re-election in 1996 wasresolved did they get to vote.

sent tanks into the streets, bannedHouse must address its protests. marred by vote fraud, protests and Another location had a broken

demonstrations and ordered Armenian clashes leading to martial law, though ballot box seal: a voter had fallen on it

news organizations to relay only infor- Published: March 7, 2008 not on a scale like what happenedby accident, nothing funny was going
March 1. on, of course.

: : : It is impossible to find out what At 8pm the precincts were locked

RFE/RL Listeners In Armenia Find New Ways has actually transpired in Armenia since and the vote counting took place. We

To Get Uncensored News the crackdown began becausewereinasmallvillage,itwasdark, lots

Kocharian has created a complete newof men in dark clothes were standing

Prague, Czech Republic -- Radio the only Armenian language foreign ra- black out by suspending all freedom of about and strange music was playing
Free Europe/Radio Liberty has restoreddio in the country. the press and blocking outside newsover the loudspeakers. A truly scary
broadcasting on shortwave frequencies Broadcasts are now one hour daily media. feeling, though we knew we were
to Armenia to counter the government’s on shortwave, instead of the previous However, the issue that started safe.
blackout on independent news. three hours on local FM. But all pro- the conflict has been overlooked: the Nonetheless, we had our driver

RFE/RL President Jeffrey Gedmin grams can be heard on RFE/RL’S Arme-fraudulent election. | believe that the park the car near the door. Without
said today, “It is disappointing that be- nianlanguage website, armenialiberty.orgelection was indeed faked. | base thisfail, a common theme in Armenian
cause of restrictions imposed by the RFE/RL has added more news on my first hand account of being an vote counting occurred: the lights went
Armenian government we have to takeitems to the website and is updating itselection observer for Kocharian's first out! | immediately jumped on top of
this step backward to an outmoded fre-content every hour of every day, to election back in 1998, when he was the ballot box, calling outto my partner
quency we stopped using in Armenia supplement the loss of local FM broad- Prime Minister and the government to make sure we stayed in communi-
three years ago, but I'm happy to say itcasting. Statistics suggest the strategy isandidate. | am sure things have notcation. The lights came on and we
is working.” working. Listenership on RFE/RL's changed much since then, except thatontinued the count. Upon finishing

RFE/RL’s Armenian Service rein- Internet sites for Armenia tripled in each year the election fraud is coveredthe count the ballots were packed into
stated broadcasting on two shortwaveMarch, compared to a month ago. up better. a car for the ride to the district collec-
frequencies March 8, a week after its Listeners are also finding other | became an observer through tion point. We followed in our car and
regular broadcasts on FM frequenciesways to hear uncensored RFE/RL newsthe United States embassy in Yerevanit was quite obvious they tried to lose
were taken off the air by its two local The service is getting reports that Arme-and came under the umbrella of theus during the trip.
affiliates. The affiliates were complying nian bloggers are posting RFE/RL newsOSCE observer mission. During the The highlight of the election for
with an emergency decree by Presidenion their sites and that RFE/RL news first round of elections | monitored me was the second round two weeks
Kocharian that allows only government- programs are being repackaged ancelection precincts in the Ararat region later at the regional vote collection
sanctioned news to be aired. RFE/RL isposted on YouTube. (at the time one of the most corrupt center in the Nor Nork region of
regions) and in the second round | wasYerevan. This is where the actual re-
in Yerevan at aregional vote collection sults protocols are turned in after the

qupanl- Uput center. counting at the precincts. It was well
Being outin the village precincts past midnight before the first results
during the first round was quite amaz- started to arrive. The results protocols
dJU.UU.SI"bU.3h Ut& ing. We were able to spend only aboutwere turned in and the ballots stacked
half an hour at each location. Of all the to the side. The action started when
(200 (nq'hh (U.UU.P) voting places we visited only one the opposition observer stated that one
seemed to have no problems and it waof the protocols did not match the

not even on our list of precincts to visit results that were announced at the

UUEL SGuuu unk@LGANE SULUULE due to its small size. The rest all hadactual precinct. The committee presi-
1060 N. ALLEN AVE. PASADENA problems of various degrees. dent simply stated that he would inves-
One common theme to our pre- tigate and then ordered a break.
cinct visits was that the issues were An hour later in the hallway |
CeNUAU3LLL (626) 797-7680 always “resolved” instantly. We were

like gods that got things fixed, even Continued on page 4
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Pioneer Of Democracy Kept As
Political Prisoner

There are more than 90 political
prisoners in Armenia currently, and
the figure constantly increases. This
story is about only one of them — Davit
Matevosyan, a man who spent more
than 20 years of his mature life realiz-
ing democracy in Armenia. A man,
who at the age of 25 was the younges
community leader in Armenia. In J_I-IP
Meghri, at the border between Soviet
Union and Iran, Davit was the first to
inculcate the mechanism of renting out DavitMatevosyan
the public lands and saved the ruined
economy of his region. Thus, due to Acts of violence and illegal coer-
his liberal views he practically was cion to Davit have their prehistory.
building a peculiar democratic system Armenian bandocratic authorities has
in Meghri, when Armenia still was been keeping an eye on him for a long
under Soviet Union. Now this pioneer time, especially since 2006, when he
of democracy is a political prisoner began actively politicizing and ex-
and needs the support of the wholepressed himself against the policy
international democratic community. implemented by the government. He

Davit Matevosyan is one of the was one of the founders of civil and
leaders of the national movement thatpolitical initiative “AyIntranqg” /"Alter-
began in the autumn of 2007. He’s native”/ and a member of coordinating
also a member of the 2008 presidentialcommittee. Right from the very begin-
election campaign managing group ofning of founding “Aylntranqg”
Levon Ter-Petrosian, the first presi- Matevosyan has been subjected to per

OLDEN

HOTEE

TER

dent of RA, and plays a leading role in secutions and acts of violence. He was

his political team.

Davit was seriously of
erated on last November, 8
his health situation is worr
ing. To our great surprise tf
Ministry of Health and the o
fice of the Red Cross
Yerevan had refused our
guest to keep the politic
prisoner’s health under co
stant medical observation.

All the facts mentione
here can be confirmed and t
tified by a large number @f
documents kept in national s
well as Davit Matevosyan(g
personal archives, recordge
tapes and photo materia

many publications in severd?@ _
newspapers, and finally b9e|ng assaulted by police on September 5, 2007

avit Matevosyan with his daughter Hermine after

a deputy candidate in the oppositional
“Impeachment” block during the par-
liamentary elections in 2007.

thousands of eyewitnesses.

Violence committed against Davit
Matevosyan and to his family On May 9, 2007 on Nalbandian
2006-2008 street, Yerevan, violence was imple-

Onthe morning of March 1, 2008, mented againstthe peaceful rally of the
after an hour of violent attack against Opposition near the building of Service
peaceful demonstrators on the Liberty Of National Security. As a result Davit
Square, Yerevan police detained andMatevosyan was brutally beaten and
brought Davit to the police department kidnapped by the police. Davit was set
of Qanager-Zeitun, where he was ille- free only due to the demonstrators,
gally kept for 2 days. The Armenian Who bravely kept on standing near the

bandocratic authorities officially ar- building and demanded the release of

rested him, basing on backdated docu-the kidnapped activists. No one took
ments and false testimonies, with theresponsibility for this clash. Though
support of the investigating commis- there were enough proofs, video
sion, which had always been serving records of how the peaceful rally was
them.

The investigation is currently in lence by the police, only the free news-

being dispersed using teargas and Viocontinued from page 1

Women Demonstrate In Yerevan

state of emer
gency, more thap®
two dozen women™
marched i
Yerevan on Sat

respectsto atlea
eight people killeg
in the March 18
clashes betwe
security forces
and supporters
opposition leade
Levon Ter-
Petrosian.
The protest
was timed to coincide with Interna- Police allowed some of the protesters
tional Women’s Day, which is marked to lay flowers at a podium from which
as a public holiday in Armenia. Ter-Petrosian’s associates addressed
Police urged the women clad in the crowd.
black to disperse but avoided using “It's been seven days since the
force. The 20-day state of emergencymassacre,” one young woman told
declared by President Robert KocharianRFE/RL. “We have gathered to pray
bans all public gatherings in the capi- for their souls.”
tal. “We came out so that they know
Escorted by dozens of police of- that it is not easy to demoralize us,”
ficers, the small crowd walked down a said another. “We will keep coming
street in central Yerevan where riot out even if they kill us.”
police fought pitched battles with thou- Several other protesters said their
sands of Ter-Petrosian supporters desons and other family members are
manding a rerun of Armenia’s dis- among at least 60 opposition activists
puted presidential election. The pro- and supporters arrested by the authori-
testers tied black ribbons and white ties following the deadly clashes. “They
carnations to trees lining the street. beat up and jailed my son,” said one of
They then stopped by a nearby them. “He is now facing three to six
church and prayed for the dead beforeyears in prison for chanting ‘Levon!™
proceeding to a major street intersec- Another elderly woman said her
tion outside the Yerevan municipality son was set free after spending one
where tens of thousands of peopleday in police custody. “I am very
barricaded themselves on March 1.proud of my boy,” she said.

Washington, DC
)

Protest Rally In

phone calls from Armenian Americans
expressing their concern regarding the

process, and is carried out with seri- papers condemned the violence of thecitizens their freedom of movement, current situation

ous violations of law. Matevosyan's police. While peaceful citizens were

lawyer has proclaimed for several times being cruelly beaten a few streets awayto assemble.

about this violations, but his com- on the Republic Square, the govern-
plaints have been ignored so far. Evenmentwas celebrating Victory Day with

freedom of expression, and freedom The meeting with the State De-
partment was preceded by Armenian-
3. Cease the political witch hunt Americans from across the United

and release all political prisoners. States converging onto Washington

the ombudsman of RA Armen salute and open-air concerts. 4. Annulthe results of the illegiti- D.C. on Monday to protest in front of
Harutyunyan has not been allowed to On October 23, 2007, mate presidential election and call for the Embassy of Armenia against the
visit the arrested activists, the fact thatMatevossyan, along with a group of new and transparent democratic elec-Armenian government’s blatant disre-
has been mentioned in his official re- activists, was detained and illegally tions. gard to human rights and freedom of
port. Davit Matevosyan has been sub-kept in the police department of The representatives of the Stateexpression. Prior to the State Depart-
jected to psychological pressure toKentron, Yerevantill3a.m. ofthe next Department stated that they valued thement meeting, the delegation visited
give false evidence. There are alsoday. Only under the pressure of thegpinion of the Armenian American several members of the US Congress
serious suspicions that he was sub-Jeople gathered around the police stacommunity, and informed that since to convey to them the concerns of the
jected toviolence, and threatened with the events of March"? they have Armenian community regarding the
harm to his children. Continuedonpage4 been inundated by messages and teleeurrent situation in Armenia.
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Monuments And Post-Soviet Armenian Identity To We Will Continue To Challenge The lllegal
Be Examined In Lecture At NAASR Authorities

The National Association for Ar- Soviet Armenia with attention to the Continuedfrompage 1 continued unprecedented crackdown on
menian Studies and Research (NAASR)broader context of other post-Soviet the opposition activists, with law-en-
will present an illustrated lecture by countries. dialogue with the authorities to try to forcement bodies arresting 12 more sup-
Dr. Levon Abrahamian entitled “Fight- Naturally, the main focus of the ease the post-election tensions in Arme-porters of former President Levon Ter-
ing with Memory and Monuments: Re- monument-fighters was the great “an- nia. “lwon’trecognize Serzh Sarkisian’s Petrosian and searching the offices of a
Shaping Post Soviet Armenian Iden- cestors” of the Soviet regime. Monu- legitimacy but that doesn’t mean | won't major opposition party.
tity” on Thursday, April 3, at 8:00 ments of Stalin had already been re-talk to him,” he said, reaffirming his The arrests raised to at least 96 the
p.m., at the NAASR Center, 395 Con- moved after his death. After Stalin, acceptance of relevant proposals madedotal number of opposition leaders and
cord Ave., Belmont, MA. Lenin remained the main focus of the by the European Union last week. activists jailed since last month’s dis-

Dr. Abrahamianis currently Vis- monument-fighters’ revolutionary “They keep talking about dialogue, puted presidential election. According to
iting Professor in the Department of rage. During the anti-monument move- but are doing everything to scuttle it,” the Office of the Prosecutor-General, 90
Near Eastern Languages and Culturesnent, sometimes a kind of reinterpre- Ter-Petrosian complained, urging the of them have been formally charged
at the University of California, Los tation of a monument instead of its EU to press the Kocharian-Sarkisian with plotting a coup d’etat, organizing
Angeles. He is the Head of the Depart-destruction took place, and Abrahamianadministration to go along with its pro- and participating in “mass riots,” as-
ment of Contemporary Anthropologi- will present examples. posals. saulting security officers and other grave
cal Studies at the Institute of Archae- The fight over memory and monu- Ter-Petrosian claimed at the samecrimes.
ology and Ethnography of the Acad- ments also involves the process oftimethatthe authorities are only “making Most of the detainees are senior
emy of Sciences of Armenia. He is the new remembering and new monumenttheir life harder” with the continuing members of opposition parties who ran
author of Armenian Identity in a Chang- raising. In general, the talk will give an mass arrests of his supporters and othefer-Petrosian’s national and local elec-
ing World and the co-editor of Arme- outline of the landscape of monuments*“political repressions.” “No regime in a tion campaign offices. One of them,
nian Folk Arts, Culture, and Identity, in Yerevan and the nature of memory country like Armenia can have the re- Ararat Zurabian, is the chairman of the
and has authored other books and manyliscourse in late-Soviet and post-So-sources to establish dictatorship,” he Armenian Pan-National Movement
articles in Armenian and English. viet Armenia. said. (HHSh), the country’s former ruling

Reevaluation of Soviet-Era Idols Admission to the event is free Ter-Petrosian said that he has man-party of which the ex-president remains

Beginning in the years of (donationsappreciated). The NAASR agedto generate, against all odds, a massmember. Most members ofthe HHSh's
perestroika, the stormy process ofCenter is located opposite the Firstanti-government movement ever sincegoverning board are also under arrest.
reevaluating traditional Soviet key Armenian Church and nextto the U.S. ending his self-imposed political retire- The party’s largely deserted headquar-
events, heroes, and “gods” was startedPost Office. Ample parking is avail- ment last September. ters was being searched by officers of
in Armenia. By the end of perestroika able around the building and in adja- “Our people are now totally different the National Security Service late
and especially in the beginning of the cent areas. The lecture will begin from who they were five months ago,” Wednesday.
post-communist era, much attention promptly at 8:00 p.m. said Ter-Petrosian. “I consider this to be Ter-Petrosian on Tuesday con-
was focused on the monuments that More information about the lec- the greatest achievement of my life. | demned the charges brought against his
celebrated these Soviet luminaries andure is available by calling 617-489- and my team of supporters have done doyalists as politically motivated and
landmark events. Abrahamian will 1610, faxing 617-484-1759, e-mailing miracle. We have created a new societysaid the “political repressions” un-
discuss the fight over these monu- hqg@naasr.org, or writing to NAASR, civil society, conscious society, intellec- leashed by the ruling regime will fur-
ments and their symbolism in post- 395 Concord Ave., Belmont, MA02478. tual society that has to be reckonedther heighten post-election tensions in

with.” Armenia. He also reiterated his claims
Armenia Election Controversy: ALocal View - - thatthe authorities themselves orches-
Over 90 opposition activists trgted the March 1 V|oIence. to crush
Continued from page 2 standoff the vice-president left and arrested his c?mpa[gén f[(.)rl tTe t_holdlng of a
brought an elderly cleaning woman The illegal regime in Armenia has repeat presidential efection.
overheard a newcomer announce, “lwho proceeded to dump the trash can
brought the correct protocols.” Thg and leave. What an opportunity. OSCE Reports Flawed Recounts
only reason | was allowed to hear this | followed the woman out to the
is that everyone assumes that a for-hall, took possession of the trash, sortedContinued from page 1 the vote, compared with his national
eigner cannot speak Armenian. out the coffee grinds and was able to total of 52.8 percent reported by the
In my case, they were mistaken! match together a faked protocol. loyalists. Central Election Commission (CEC).
As the meeting resumed the com- That is how | found the greatest One of those precincts was The OSCE report singled out four

mittee President announced that thephysical example of voting fraud inthe stormed by a group of men who Villagesinthe Goris area in southeastern
“correct” results had arrived and sim- 1998 Armenian Presidential Election. “forced TEC members and other au- Armeniawhere Sarkisian gotover 99 per
ply placed the first protocol in his How much was not discovered is the thorized persons including candidate cent of the vote, with a turnout of 97 to
desk. Case closed! Not quite. | askedreal enigma. And for 2008 the question proxies, journalists, and an OSCE/ 99.5 per cent. “Even taking into account
to see the first, fake, protocol. The remains: how much have the ArmenianODIHR observer to leave the TEC that Serzh Sarkisian has strong familial
president tore it up into the trash andauthorities changed in their holding of premises, while police officers pas- links to the Goris area results from the

said the matter was over. When | again“free and fair” elections? sively stood by.” In the other Yerevan four PECs are striking,” it said.
insisted on seeing it, he blew up in precinct, the report said, an unknown The report also criticized the CEC
anger and illegally shut down the vote Frank Lavoie is the co-owner man stole an envelope containing validfor effectively ignoring complaints re-
count. of Kafe Europa in Honolulu, which  ballots marked in favor of opposition ceived from Ter-Petrosian and other
Everyone left the room except serves raditional Armenian and candidate Levon Ter-Petrosian. candidates after polling day. “In the post
for him, his vice-president, me and my Russian food and a staffer with Sen. The observers also pointed to election period, the CEC received sev-
fellow observer. After a half hour Sam Slom’s office. “implausibly high turnout” reported by eral complaints; its handling of these did
- election commissions in Yerevan and not provide complainants with an effec-
Pioneer Of Democracy other parts of the country. In virtually tive remedy and raises concern about its

Continued from page 3 management of the defense of his re-2ll of those cases Prime Minister Serzhcommitment to ensure the protection of

gion. During that time on his own Sarkisian got more than 90 percent ofcitizens’ electoral rights,” it said.
tion and by the demand and presencanitiative and endangering his own life
of the first president Levon Ter- Davitmanaged to setfree 14 Armenianabout the budget. As a result of changedMatevosyan’'s law project, which is a
Petrossian the activists were releasedcaptives. During the war he managedoffered by Davit in the sphere of educa- reliable solution to harmonize the Arme-
That day Davit's 18-year-old son was to start negotiations with Azerbaijani tion, the problem of teachers’ additional nian realities and the principles of De-
detained with him. side and organized the harmless transpays working in border provinces or mocracy.

The police has kidnapped his son migration of Azeri citizens from the mountainous regions was settled. Tax In February 1996, he was ap-
and his underage daughter from theMeghriregion. privileges were given to the mining com- pointed vice-governor of Syunik region,
street several times and keptillegally in This patriotic and humanistic panies of Agarak and Kapan. But his which is the second largest territorial
order to gather information about their work was highly appreciated by the most important bill was the Project of divisionin Armenia.
father’s activities. people, and at the parliamentary elec-Election Law, which, unfortunately, was Between 1999-2000 he was in

tions of 1995 Davit waslected deputy not passed by the National Assembly.charge of “Hayantar” the governmental
Details of biography 1991-2000 with overwhelming majority of votes.  This projectis of a high historical impor- office accountable for the whole for-

In 1991 Davit Matevosyan was At the National Assembly he ac- tance, and if it were passed then, nowa-estry of the country. Here he offered
appointed the head of the regional of-tively engaged in the legislative sphere.days such jeopardizing incidents during many legislative improvements and some
fice of the Ministry of Internal Affairs Due to his efforts many economic prob- elections in Armenia would have been of them were passed by the National
/police/ with additional privileges of lems found their solutions: in the law prevented. We are sure that in the futureAssembly, and are still effectively func-
forming the local military forces and about collective farms and in the law legislative authorities will review tioning.
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network. We offer:

* Prescription Drug Coverage
¢ Individual and Family Plans
* Plans for Small Businesses

* Dental Coverage

+ Medicare Supplement Plans

Authorized Independent Agent
1807 W GLENDAKS BLVD. #202
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Blue Cross of California takes
the worry out of health care.

Our goal is to make staying healthy easier with a variety of
aftfordable plans to fit your needs. For over 65 years, Blue Cross
has been a leader in California offering quality health care
coverage with over 41,000 doctors and 400 hospitals in our

« Life Insurance

by BT Life & Hpakth dncurance Campany

« H5A-Compatible Plans

iy BC Life & Hieakth dnsurance Campany

* Integrated Workers Compensation

iy Empioyers Compensation nsurance Campany

Call now and let me help take the worry out of your health carel

HARUT DER-TAVITIAN

Z)

GLENDALE, CA 91201 _

(818) 502-3233 '
HARLITEEXCELHYE COM BlueCross
WWW.EXCELHYE CON RSN

CA Insurance The Power of Blue™
License #0B28270

Blue Cross af Californda (BCC) and BC Life & Health Insurance € ampany |BLLEH) are
Independent Licensaes of the Bie Cross Assooaton BLAL The Powes af Blue and the Blue
Cross mame and symbaol ane registensd serdce marks of the BCA S3H005 BLL CANTTS
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Phones: (626) 797-8867 & (818) 599-1606
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Professional Digital Recording studio
for all your audio recording needs
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Presents

An Evening Honoring Composer, Director &
Pioneer of Armenian Television

SARKY MOURADIAN

Manuel Flora Martirosian
Kevin George Adiss Harmandyan
Chuko Vatche
Andre Danik Hovik Grigorian
Narine Shahbazian Levon Sevan
SEUREVEUEL Maxim
Hovik Krikorian CERMTGUETCEUED
GENAEELCIIER TEFARTLE ELELITEL
Jenny Armen Armen Aloyan

Hosts: Anahit Martirossian, Aramayis Gharibyan, Noune Serobian

Thursday, April 10, 2008, 7:30 p.m.

| ALEX THEATER
~ 216 North Brand Blvd., Glendale, California 91203

FORTICKETS CALL:  {313) 265.0506

FOR INFORMATION CALL: (818) 243-5722




