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Armenia Marks Genocide Anniversary ACA Takes Part In Armenian Genocide Observance On Capitol Hill
Speaker Pellosi Renews Call For
Genocide Affirmation

WASHINGTON, DC -- Arme-
nian Council of America members from
California, joined compatriots from East
Coast at the annual Armenian Geno-
cide Observance on Capitol Hill, orga-
nized by the Congressional Armenian
Caucus on April 23, 2008. Over 200
Armenian Americans attended the ob-
servance on Capital Hill where House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) was
joined by more than a dozen of her ACArepresentatives with Congressman
House and Senate colleagues in urging’©€ Knollenberg
the passage of the Armenian Genociderights issue.

Resolution (HR-106). “It is long past time for the Presi-

Receiving a standing ovation upon dent and Congress to formally recog-
her arrival, Speaker Pelosi noted thatnize the Armenian Genocide,” Pelosi
she keeps a copy of the front page oftold the crowd gathered at the obser-
the October 11, 2007, issue of Thevance event on Capitol Hill. “If we

YEREVAN -- Hundreds of thou- by the head of the Armenian Apostolic New York Times, which features a ignore history we are destined to re-
sands of people silently marched to theChurch, Catholicos Garegin II. photo of Armenian Genocide survi- peat the mistakes of the past.
hilltop genocide memorialin Yerevanon The April 24 commemorationwas vors attending the House Foreign Af- “On this anniversary we must
Thursday to pay their respects to morealso used by opposition leader Levonfairs Committee markup of the Arme- remember the victims and survivors of
than one million Armenians massacred Ter-Petrosian and his allies for rallying nian Genocide Resolution (H.Res.106).the Armenian Genocide,” she contin-
in Ottoman Turkey from 1915-1918. more than 10,000 supporters in down-The Speaker stated that the Commit-yed. “We must provide the leadership

An incessant stream of people of town Yerevan despite heavy police pres-tee, despite intense pressure from theo ensure that his human tragedy is not
different ages walked up to the ence in and around Liberty Square, theTurkish Government and personal repeated.

Tsitsernakabert hill overlooking the city scene of massive opposition demonstrapleas by President George Bush, and Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-
and laid flowers around its eternal fire tions staged in the wake of the recentAdministration officials, the resolution MD) stated the US Congress needs to
throughout the day. It marked the 93rd presidential election. Ignoring police or- passed by a 27 to 21, a statement thatecognize the Armenian Genocide as
anniversary of the arrests of hundreds ofders to keep to the sidewalks and chantwas appropriate to the values of thefact for the sake of preventing future
Armenian intellectualsin Constantinople ing anti-government slogans, crowd American people and a step closer forgenocides by establishing the respon-
that were followed by the mass killings marchedtothe Tsitsernakaberthillwherethe House of Representatives reaf-sibility in future generations to never
and deportations of Armenians from itwasjoined by Ter-Petrosian. Although firming the historical truth of the Ar- et it happen again.

Opposition supporters atthe Genocide Memorial

eastern regions of the crumbling Otto- the latter headed to his nearby housemenian Genocide. “Denial is the child of repetition,”
man Empire. after laying flowers at the genocide me- Speaker Pelosi reaffirmed her _
As always, the annual remem- morial, most of the opposition support- commitment to this critical human Continued onpage 2

brance of genocide victims began aters did not disperse and walked back to
Tsitsernakabert with a prayer service ledthe city center.

President Bush Declines To Mention Genocide

Armenian Ombudsman Challenges Regime Version InHis Last Message
WASHINGTON, DC --U.S. Presi- ter reconciliation and peace, and sup-

Of Post-Election Crackdown dent George W. Bush again declined toport joint efforts for an open examina-
YEREVAN -- Armenia’s top state firearms by the protesters. describe the mass killings and deporta-tion of the past in search of a shared
official in charge of human rights pro- Law-enforcement authorities say tions of Armenians in Ottoman Turkey understanding of these tragic events,”
tection on Friday again challenged the two of the victims, both of them interior as genocide on Friday as he commemohe added.
official version of deadly post-election troops servicemen, died of severe woundgated the 93rd anniversary of “one of the Armenian-Americans were quick
violence in Yerevan and, in particular, caused by an explosive device and agreatest tragedies of the 20th century.”to express their disappointment with
government claims that opposition pro- bullet allegedly fired from the crowd. “As we reflect on this epic human Bush’s continuing refusal to call the
testers carried weapons and fired atThey say dozens of other soldiers andtragedy, we must resolve to redoubleslaughter of an estimated 1.5 million
security forces. police officers were also shot and our efforts to promote peace, tolerance, Armenian subjects of the Ottoman Em-
Ombudsman Armen Harutiunian wounded in pitched battles with Ter- and respect for the dignity of human pire a genocide recalling his 2000 pledge
also echoed international calls for an Petrosian supporters. life,” Bush said in his annual address toto recognize the genocide if elected
independentinvestigation into the March The ombudsman said that investi- the Armenian community in the United president.
1 clashes that left at least ten people deadators have not yet explained the preciseéStates. “The Armenian people’s unalter- Bush has avoided using the politi-
and more than 160 others injured. circumstances of the death of at leastable determination to triumph over trag- cally sensitive term throughout his
Harutiunian questioned the official eight civilians, most of whom had frac- edy and flourish is a testament to theirpresidency, anxious not to antagonize
theory in the immediate aftermath of the tured skulls. The authorities insist that strength of character and spirit.” Turkey.
worst street violence in Armenia’s his- security forces fired only into the air. “We welcome the efforts by indi- Following is the full text of the
tory, prompting harsh criticism from Harutiunian pointed in that regard to an viduals in Armenia and Turkey to fos- message:
then President Robert Kocharian. Theamateur video clip that shows a group of
latter ordered troops into the capital andheavily armed and masked troops firing
declared a 20-day state of emergency tan front of them. He also described as On this day of remembrance, we honor the memory of the victims of one
quell the opposition campaign for a re- “suspicious” the fact that the looting of the greatest tragedies of the 20th century, the mass killings and forced exile
run of last February’s disputed presi- occurred hundreds of meters away fromof as many as 1.5 million Armenians at the end of the Ottoman Empire. | join the
dential election. the epicenter of the protest and thatArmenian community in America and around the world in commemorating this
Harutiunian stood by and elabo- shopsand other businesses located withinragedy and mourning the loss of so many innocent lives.
rated on his critical statements in a 80-the barricaded area were left intact. As we reflect on this epic human tragedy, we must resolve to redouble our
page report that detailed the dramatic The ombudsman’s report stressesefforts to promote peace, tolerance, and respect for the dignity of human life. The
events of March 1. The report says thatthat the deadly clashes were sparked byArmenian people’s unalterable determination to triumph over tragedy and flourish
the Armenian police have so far failed to
publicize any evidence of the use of Continued on page 4 Continued on page 2

Statement By The President On Armenian Remembrance Day
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Armenian Genocide Commemoration In New York’s Times Square

NEW YORK --On Sunday April  heighten genocide awareness. righteousness to prevail, it is time for 7
27, 2008, the Armenian Council of Renowned Armenian American severe cleaning.
America took part in commemoration attorney Mark Geragos stressed the Every year as April 24 looms,
of the Armenian Genocide in New importance of never forgetting the Armenians across this country once
York's Times Square. The yearly com- genocide the continuation of the again begin to hope and wonder if thej
memoration attended by thousands ofstruggle for recognition by all of his- time has finally come when politicians
Armenian Americans was organized torical fact. Documentary filmmaker in Washington D.C. will keep their
by the by the Knights and Daughters of Carla Garapedian emphasized the im{romise and for the sake of justice
Vartan and co-sponsored by the S.D.portance to establish a broader coali-pass a resolution that unequivocally
Hunchak party, ANCA, the ADL tion of humanitarians to offset the recognizes the Armenian Genocide.
(Ramgavar party), AGBU, Armenian political impotence of politicians to Unfortunately, instead of justice pre-
Assembly of America, and attended by address the and combat the reality ofvailing, we are reminded of cruel real-
ity of political expediency.

---.-u WE,:.._REM MEEVB THE ARMENIAN GEN While the Jewish Holocaust has

| T ] been deservedly recognized by the
! ai; O BY TH= ) TOMAN TURHS 1915 5 entire world, we for decades have
| T ¥ i ! been gtruggling to bring worldwide :
| - . — el E] recognition to our own Genocide. Al- =
11‘]1' h'l_"-. HIIEI‘ HIL chaks though we have made some progreshris Garsevanian
- in this regard, we are still facing an
uphill battle in achieving our goal. firm belief, that subjecting justice to
To this day Turkey has vehe- political expediency is the surest path
mently denied the Armenian Genocide towards moral bankruptcy.
and has done anything and everything On behalf of the Social Democrat
in its power to suppress the truth andHunchagian Party and the Armenian
recognition, through falsified docu- Council of America and the entire Ar-
ments and misinformation. It has menian community, we call upon the
shamelessly exploited its status as arUS Congress to do the right thing and
ally to the United States to apply pres-finally pass the Genocide Resolution
1 g sure on the United States Congress and We also call upon the Turkish
! e the administration, to block the pas- government, for the sake of its collec-
Congressman Frank Pallone delivering his speech sage of any resolution that formally tive conscience and future generations
recognizes the Armenian Genocide. to have the courage to look inward and
elected official, scholars, historians genocides pastand present. Garapedian ~ Unfortunately, successive admin- recognize the terrible deed of their
and Armenian American activist. also addressed the need of the Armeistrations have relented againstthe prespredecessors. By recognizing the Ar-
Among the elected officials nian American community to have a sure applied by Turkey and have re-menian Genocide, Turkey will once
present were Senators Chuck Schumeforesight to what comes after recogni- neged on their promise to call the and for all unburden itself of the guilt
(D-NY) and Robert Menendez (D-NJ), tion. Genocide by its name and not useand the shame passed on to it by the
Congressman Frank Pallone (D-NJ), Among the co-sponsors to ad- every adjective in the dictionary that Ottoman Empire.
and Congresswoman Carolyn Malony dress the thousands attending weredescribes genocide. But let it be known to all that
(D-NY). Sen. Chuck Schumer (D- Alexis Halejian representing the AGBU As Americans, we understand there is no chance we will stop by
NY) promised to resurrect the Arme- Young Professionals, Bryan Ardouny and appreciate issues that are vital toaccepting a mere “unbinding resolu-
nian Genocide resolution in Congress,representing the Armenian Assembly our national security and would never tion” because that will not even come
and Sen. Robert Menendez (D-NJ)of America, Doug Gergerian repre- bring up an issue that we truly believe close to reciprocating what they ripped
vowed to derail the appointment of senting the Armenian National Com- would harm our vital interests. How- away from generations of Armenians.
Marie L. Yovanovitch as ambassador mittee, Norayr Meguerdichian repre- ever, we are dismayed at the fact that We will demand restitution and
to Armenia if she refuses to character-senting the ADL (Ramgavar Party), Turkey has been successful black-compensation to pay for physical and
ize “the events of 1915” as “genocide” and ACA board member Chris mailing our government into submis- emotional pain, grief, and suffering.
just as he blocked the appointment of Garsevanian representing the Socialsion and getting away with it. Itis our
Richard Hoagland. RepresentativesDemocrat Hunchak Party.

Pallone (D-NJ) and Malony (D-NY) Following is the address by Chris Armenian Genocide Observanced On Capitol Hill
stressed the need to recognize theGarsevanian:

Armenian genocide as a right step "As an Armenian, | am well ac- Continuedfrompage 1

towards the fight against such acts atcustomed to the symbolism of a pome-

present times and in the future. granate, whether it be as a sign offloyer said. I one does notremember
Dr. Alex Hinton, Vice President fertility and prosperity, or to it's deli- that which happened, and recognize it ,"it 1?

\

w0 |

. .
of the International Society of Geno- cious taste, or even to the permanenfOr what it was — a genocide, then the Y
cide Scholars also stressed the need tstains it leaves behind. risk of it being repeated is far greater.” |
recognize the Armenian genocide in In 1915 the Ottoman empire Senator Bob Menendez (D-NJ) ‘
order to learn from the past and pre-crushed the ripe prospering pome-reaffirmed his commitment to hold up !
vent such acts in the future. Antonia granates of Armenia, leaving our pastthe confirmation of US Ambassador- .
Arslan, author of Skylark Farm, soaking in it's juice. Any Armenian Ship to Armenia of any nominee who
stressed the need to document firstknows that the dried stain of a pome-denies or does notbelieve in historical | . | representatives with Congressman
hand experiences of Armenian geno-granate is not easily cleaned. Now, facts. Congressman Jim Costa (D_AdamSchiff

cide survivors and provide educational after 93 years of letting that stain taint CA), added that he sent a letter to _
material in all languages in order our history and waiting for justice and President Bush last month stressingthe Armenian Caucus, Frank Pallone

thatthe Administration’s nominee fully (D-NJ) and Joe Knollenberg (R-Ml),
Statement By The President On Armenian Remembrance Day understand the “very clear” reality of and featured moving speeches by the
the Armenian Genocide. lead authors of H.Res.106, Adam Schiff
Jackie Kanchelian Speier (D-CA), (D-CA), George Radanovich (R-CA)
is a testament to their strength of character and spirit. We are grateful for {10 was sworn-in as the second Ar- and Brad Sherman (D-CA). Represen-
many contributions Americans of Armenian heritage have made to our Natigenian American in Congress earlier tatives Anna Eshoo (D-CA), Ed Royce
We welcome the efforts by individuals in Armenia and Turkey to fostehis month stressed that the debate ofR-CA), Carolyn Maloney (D-NY),
reconciliation and peace, and support joint efforts for an open examination of thg Armenian Genocide is notrooted in David Dreier (R-CA), Donald Payne
past in search of a shared understanding of these tragic events. We look forwatbrical fact, rather it is rooted in the (D-NJ), Jim Costa (D-CA), Mark Kirk
to the realization of a fully normalized Armenia-Turkey relationship. need for politicians to establish a politi- (R-IL), Jim McGovern (D-MA), Gus
The United States is committed to a strong relationship with Armenia basggl will to stand up for the truth. The Bilirakis (R-FL) Betty McCollum (D-
on shared values. We call on the Government of Armenia to take decisive stepfgresswomen commit herself to MN), James McGovern (D-MA), Joe
to promote democracy, and will continue our support for Armenia to this end. WWgve the backbone to stand up to makewilson (R-SC) and Frank Wolf (R-

remain committed to serving as an honest broker in pursuit of a lasting ajifte that the Armenian Genocide is notVA) also attended the observance.
peaceful settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. only recognized, but is never forgot-

On this solemn day of remembrance, Laura and | express our deepesten. .
condolences to Armenian people around the world. The April 23th observance was www.massisweekly.co

George W. Bush  presided over by the Co-Chairmen of

Continued frompage 1
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The USAANnd Great Britain Keep Their Bets Election Secrets Revealed
OnTurkey Crying Foul Over Chicanery AtArmenia’s Polls And
_ _ _ , The Honeyed Tones Of European Diplomacy
By Toros Sarian the West, becoming the rable barrier
against Bolshevik expansion. This role [The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe has threatened to

On the 24th April Armenians re- and the strategic importance later led tosuspend Armenia’s voting rights in the body unless it makes considerable
membered the victims of the Genocide Turkey’s membership of NATO. Even progress toward democratic and judicial reforms by PACE’s June session. PACE
which took place in the last years of the after the fall of the Soviet Empire, Tur- sent observers to witness Armenia’s presidential election in February. It declared
Ottoman Empire. The new Republic of key has played an important role in thethe voting to be “mostly in line with the country’s international commitments,
Turkey as successor to the Ottomanrealization of US and Great Britain’s although further improvements are necessary to address remaining challenges.’
despots, has denied this crime vehe-interests in the region. John Prescott, a former British deputy prime minister who headed the delegation,
mently to this day. Wherever in the Within the EU, Great Britain is said, “While we noted improvements in the framework for these elections,
world a Parliament debates the theme ofregarded as the most enthusiastic supproblems with its implementation, especially during the vote count, in some cases
the mass murder of Armenians and itsporter of Turkey and their EU member- undermined the trust of the people.” Marietta de Pourbaix-Lundin, a parliamen-
recognition, the Turkish Government ship attempts. Also the USA has exertedtarian from Sweden who was part of the Armenia mission, considered that an
opens its well filled case of threats and pressure on the EU to accept Turkey asgunderstatement. She delivered her speech during PACE’s 14 April session.]
propaganda to prevent the condemnaa full member of the community. It
tion of the events: as in the case of Israelvould be of no surprise if London and By Marietta de Pourbaix-Lundinand  know that | was not supposed to say

recently. Washington were to announce one dayMatyas Eorsi anything but I could not help mentioning
Despite the Turkish governments their support for Azerbaijans entry into what | had seen, so the officials pre-
efforts numerous states have recog-NATO. The middle and long term sce- | have been in this parliamentary tended to count the votes quickly and

nized the Armenian Genocide over thenario of the region indicates that Greatassembly since January 2007 and | havehen decided that those votes should go
last 20 years. However, Great Britain Britain and the USA will continue sup- observed elections in four countries: to Serzh Sarkisian, the guy who won the
and the USA are still not prepared to porting Turkey as it remains their best Turkey, Ukraine, Russia and Armenia. election. All candidates were allowed to
follow the example of these countries. betforthe realization of their geopolitical The elections | observed in Armenia have proxies to observe the elections and
Andthisis although Great Britain withits interests. In the two neighboring con- were the worst | have seen so far. Thethe counting, but the only observers at
allies had given in May 1915 a clear flictregions, the Caucasus and the Middleopening of the polling stations and the the polling station | chose were three
warning to the ruling government in East, the maininterestisthe control of oil proceedings on the day were not tooyoung menfrom Serzh Sarkisian’s party.
Turkey as soon as news had seeped owtnd its supply lines. Turkey and bad, but the counting in the polling These three young men created an un-
of Turkey exposing the forced deporta- Azerbaijan are and will remain in the station that | chose to visit was a disas-pleasant and uneasy atmosphere in the
tions and massacres: “In view of theseforeseeable future the most reliable part room. My interpreter was very scared
crimes against humanity and civilization ners for the USA and Great Britain. This and asked me not to say anything more
the governments of the allies state pub-means a strengthening of the military but just to observe and take notice. |
licly and directly to the governing elite capabilities of Turkey and Azerbaijan noticed that all the election officials were
that all members of the Ottoman Empire which in turn will force Armenia to look well aware of what they were doing and
will be held responsible for these crimesto Russia for protection and political they felt uneasy when | stood behind
as well as any parties acting on theirdirection. This rekindled intimacy with them watching the electoral fraud. But
behalf who were involved in such atroci- Russia is a direct result of this close that did not prevent them from continu-
ties.” strategic partnership Great Britain and ing to do what they had probably already
The Young Turk government of USA has developed with Turkey and planned, namely to ensure that the sitting
the Ottoman Empire, as one of Azerbaijan. prime minister got enough votes so that
Germany’s allies, was not impressed at How should the government in there would be no need for a second
all by this allied exertion of pressure and Yerevan build up close relations with the round. If what | observed occurred in
pushed ahead with their extermination West when the West has not been in the just one-tenth of the polling stations, of
plans. After the First World War, as the position to influence Ankara and Baku course there would have been an effect
carving up of the Ottoman Empire was regarding their Anti-Armenian policies? on the result. | reported everything that
on the agenda, the allied played with theHow can Armenia develop economically | saw and returned to my hotel disillu-

. . . Marietta de Pourbaix-Lundin - . .
prospects of an own Armenian statewhen Turkey continues its blockade of sioned, upset and tired. | could not sleep.

encompassing most parts of historical Armenia? The Republic finds itself in a | am very critical of the fact that
Armenia. US President Wilson drew up siege like situation and only the West canter. Everything that could go wrong did from a press conference the following

the borders of this new Armenian stateconvince Turkey and Azerbaijan to give go wrong. The number of voters who
much to the wishes of the Armenians. up their hostile positions. Unfortunately, had voted and who had been marked o
He was not prepared though, to send UShe EU and the USA have difficulties in the list of voters was not counted, un-
troops to Asia-Minor to ensure the imple- formulating policies to help end the po- used ballot papers were not destroyed
mentation of the conditions of the Sevreslitical and economic isolation of Arme- and the protocol in which the results
Treaty. Neither Great Britain nor the nia. From this it is clear that Europe andwere to be entered had already bee
USA took any steps in these years tothe USA are unaware of their historical signed by members of the election com-
punish those responsible for the atroci-responsibility towards the Armenians. mittee.
ties or to protect the independence of the Just recently the government in The most serious incidentinvolved
new Republic of Armenia. Baku proudly announced that they hadthe chairperson of the local election
In the Autumn of 1920, the allies invested over 2 billion in arms. This committee reading out the wrong names
merely observed the actions of the massive rearmament program has beemvhen the ballot papers were to be pu
Kemalist National Movement troops financed by oil revenues anditis hard notinto different piles for the nine candi-
as they attacked and with ease overrurto believe that the economic and political dates. The chairperson was well awarg
the weak and isolated Republic of Ar- isolation of Armeniain the region is just of what she was doing. She was taking
menia. The Treaty of Sevres signed inpart of preparations for a new war votes from Levon Ter-Petrosian and
August 1920 which had given so much against Nagorno Karabakh and the Re-allocating them to the [then-] prime
hope to the Armenians was by Decem-public of Armenia. Great Britain and minister, Serzh Sarkisian. Election offi- Matyas Eorsi
ber meaningless. In the negotiations inUSA could send an important signal to cials tried to hide what they were doing
Alexandropol the Armenian delegation Turkey regarding their Denial Policy. by holding their hands over the ballot day you could have got the impression
of the defeated Armenian Republic had These two states, which had promisedpapers or by placing them in the middle that the election had been conducted in
to agree to all the conditions laid down so much and had lifted the hopes of theof the piles so that | could not see them.the most correct way and according to
by the Kemalists. Great Britain and the Armenian people, still refuse to officially When the officials were supposed international standards. Do we help the
USA were well aware that only the recognize the Genocide in the Ottomanto sum up the votes for the different
Turkish National Movement could pre- Empire. Instead they maintain close re-candidates, 100 votes were missing. | Continued onpage 4
vent the Bolshevik march into Asia lations with the Turkish state who they
Minor and the Middle East. These pow- see as the regions strategic ally. continuing their anti-democratic poli- of their undemocratic home policies.
ers simply sacrificed the Armenian If the West is really interested in cies; namely only a strong state canThe optimism that the situation would
people who had already suffered sospreading Democracy then they mustguarantee the security of the Armenianimprove for Armenia and Nagorno
much under Turkish hegemony, for take actions and adopt policies which borders. In fact the present ArmenianKarabakh over time has disappeared.
their own interests; an exchange whichstop the Anti-Armenian stance of Tur- Government is advantageous for theThe economic and political isolation is
must be recognized as the most shamkey and Azerbaijan. By not doing so the plans of the regimes in Ankara and Baku.taking on a new threatening form. If we
ing event in their histories. The Treaty West is playing into the hands of the They can continue isolating Armenian close our eyes to the current events we
of Lausanne 1923 was in practice thepresentundemocratic regime in Yerevan,whilst the West also puts the Govern- will soon wake up to another nightmare
sealing of Turkey’s relationship with asthe West delivers them the excuse fomentin Yerevan under pressure becauséo add to our history.
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Los Angeles Armenians Explore The Diaspora ~ World Premiere
InIndian “Red Dog Howls”
ANew Play By Alexander Dinelaris

lllil';IdHrM:itm il LOS ANGELES -- Kathleen Gilliam and original music composed
hfﬁlﬂ:;lltrﬁ: Chalfant, one of the theater’'s most cel-and performed by Ara Dabandijian.
LIV, O TE ATV B ebrated actors, will star in the World Setin presentday New York, “Red

:': :_"' o fml Premiere of Alexander Dinelaris’ searing Dog Howls” deals frankly with the ter-
RSN TR i

new play, “Red Dog Howls” at the El rible legacy of the Armenian genocide,
Portal Theatre for a strictly limited five and brings to light the human toll of one
week engagement from May 14 to Juneof the darkest chapters of world history.
13. The press opening is May19Red Ittells the story of Michael Kiriakos,
Dog Howils” also stars Matthew Rauch a young man who is forced to confront
and Darcie Siciliano, and is directed by his family’s most terrible secret, in order
Michael Peretzian. “Red Dog Howls” is for him to move forward with his own
produced by Gang of Five-New York. life. After his father dies, he discovers a
Chalfant is well known to New box of letters from his grandmother
York audiences and worldwide for her Rose, whom his father had told him was
portrayal of VivianBearing in the off- long dead. Michaelfinds her, and as they
Broadway, Los Angeles and London pro- establish a relationship, Rose begins re-
ductions of the Pulitzer Prize-winning veals the truth about Michael’'s family:
“Wit.” For her performance, Ms. Chalfant that he is Armenian, not Greek, and that
poet of the 17" century who was born Armenian received the Drama Desk Award, Lucille his family, like many Armenians, was
Lortel Award, Outer Critics Circle Award, destroyed by the Turks in the early part
CALCUTTA, INDIA--Indiaisan  incomplete. After New Delhi they left Drama League Award, LA Ovation of the century.
amazing country which has contributed for Calcutta, a once heavily Armenian Award, Connecticut Critics Circle Award, As they become closer, Michael's
its share of culture, architecture, religion populated city. They are five Armenian as well as her second Obie Award.  wife’s pregnancy advances and events
and history to the world. Everyone should churches and other related sights in the Playwright Alexander Dinelariswas beginto collide. The play climaxes when
have the chance to visit this historical region and they began to explore them allnominated for two Drama Desk awards Rose tells him the final secret, a dark
place to see with their own eyes the oldbeginning with the Armenian cemetery, in 2003 for his work on the book and sacrifice that has cursed the family ever
cultural sights. But all of this aside, one the retirement center, and the Saintlyrics for the Off-Broadway hit “Zanna since. Once he learns the truth, Michael
should remember that India is also dearNazareth, Saint Gregory, and Holy Trin- Don’t.” Currently, he is working on realizes he must summon all his strength
to the hearts of Armenians. Many haveity churches. Afterwards they made awriting the screenplay for the next film to end the curse once and for all.
established their lives there and built quick pilgrimage to the Saint John the by producer director Alejandro Gonzalez- Tickets for “Red Dog Howls” are
churches, schools, printing presses andaptist Church in Chinsurah. While at Ifiarritu, Academy Award nominee for available online at
clubs to keep alive the Armenian spirit. the college they were greeted by the“Babel” and producer of “21 Grams”. www.reddoghowls.com or
Inspired by the possibilities of this community’s leader and the school’s Matthew Rauch was seen on www.elportaltheatre.com and by phone
ancient nation, a group of Armenians principal Father Oshagan Gulgulian who Broadway in “Prelude to a Kiss” and at(818)508-4200. For group sales please
visited India in February, to better ac- gave them a tour of the facilities and “Proposals.” The sets are by Tom call (818) 508-4200. The El Portal The-
quaint themselves with the country andfilled them in on the schools latest activi- Buderwitz and costumes by Bobby atreis at5269 North Lankershim Blvd. in
an important aspect their own culture. ties. The guests had a chance to dinePearce, with lighting design by Michael North Hollywood.
The tour organized by TNI Holidays and with the students and exchanged ideas:
conducted by Helena Cray, was bornTheir next stop was Saidabad where two Election Secrets Revealed
and raised in India, she was educated atenturies ago it fostered a thriving Ar-
Calcutta’s Armenian College and Philan- menian community involved in the silk Continued from page 2 do a lot to improve those elections.
thropic Academy established in 1821. trade who worshiped at the Holy Virgin In a country where an election is
Being of Armenian descent, she under-Armenian church built in 1758 and re- Armenian people by believing that? I do rigged, or has involved fraud or cheat-
stands her people’s place in this vastcently renovated. not think so. ing, what the hell can we discuss with
country along with its history and the The American-Armenians were | also went to visit the parliament those governments? Can we say, “Please
people’s mindset. honored by the members of the churchbuilding. | tried to take a photograph, but do not do this?” Of course they are fully
The visiting group of Armenians board in Calcutta. Sunil Sobti and Suzanthree policemen and guards rushed afteeware of what they are doing. | do not
spentone week in New Delhi where they Ruben were gracious hosts who briefedme and said, “No, no. You can't take a think it is a matter of consultation. One
visited the historic sights, sampled the the visitors on the status of the commu-photo.” | asked themin Russian, “Why?” of the major problems in Armenia, aside
cuisine and acquainted themselves withnity and their exciting plans for the future. and they told me that the parliament wasfrom what happened on that tragic day,
the locals. Of course visiting India and Helena Cray, who now livesin California, “secret.” That summarizes very well the is the general distrust of the democratic
not seeing the spectacular Taj Mahal incan be reached at 818)517-2901for morecurrent position in Armenia. If a strong- processes among the population because
the city of Agra would make the trip information on upcoming tours to India. hold of democracy, which is what a Of the rigged elections. At the end of the
parliament should be, is secret, there arglay, those who lose the election cannot
no opportunities for democracy, trans- disprove the legitimacy of the election
parency, human rights or free and fair because of the procedures, which they
elections. have become used to. Of course it mat-
Continued from page 1 witnesses in such cases. [Three days later, during another ters who wins an election, but it matters
The report further concludes that session on the Armenian election, Hun-much more that wider society should be
the early-morning dispersal of some contrary to police assurances, thegarian delegate Matyas Eorsi made theable to trust and have confidence in the
2,000 Ter-Petrosian supporterscampers led by Ter-Petrosian werefollowing remarks: constitution and the electoral processes.
camped out in Liberty Square. The not warned to disperse before being One problem is that we often toler- The Alliance of Liberals and Demo-
police say that they had to break up theattacked by scores of police and inte-ate rigged elections. If you visit the crats for Europe fully supports the rec-
non-stop sit-in only after the protest- rior troops. “Furthermore, the pro- assembly’s website, you will often see ommendations of the rapporteurs that
ers refused to allow them to search thetesters were not given any time to stopheadlines in the “news” section that say,call for dialogue. ... The recommenda-
square for weapons. They claim to the rally,” it says. “According to wit- “One step towards democracy”; we all tions also call for the release of political
have found pistols and hand grenadesesses, demonstrators were not eveknow that we are not telling the truth. prisoners, but they put the point some-
there. Those have been repeatedlyable to get out of the [police] cordon There can be some improvements in thevhat more nicely, and they call for the
shown on state television. unharmed.” election environment, but very often the removal of the amendments on the elec-
Harutiunian cast doubt on the Armenia’s law onrallies and dem- elections in question are rigged. If we tion law that resulted in the rigged elec-
credibility of these claims. “If, as was onstrations stipulates that riot police wantto be helpful to those countries, thetions. We support that, but if we are
presented by Public Television, fleeing can use force to stop an unsanctionedeast we can do is speak up and tell thehonest to ourselves, we all know that the
demonstrators left guns behind them,street protest only twice warning its truth. Very often, when we discuss our preconditions will never be met. I do not
then why is it that during their dis- organizers and panmtipants. In relationship with member countries think that the political environment is
persal, which was accompanied by Harutiunian’s words, the police also failed where there are democratic or electionsuch that the government could make
beatings and resistance, not a singleto issue such warnings later in the morn-deficits, we reiterate the point that we such a compromise.
gunshot was fired?” he asks in theing of March 1 as they tried unsuccess-have to reinforce our consultation with
report. The report says the purportedfully to stop opposition supporters gath- the governments of those countries so Marietta de Pourbaix-Lundin is
search also violated Armenia’s Code ering outside the mayor’s office. The that elections can be conducted bettera Swedish member of the Parliamen-
of Procedural Justice that requirespolice left the area in the afternoon afterbut if there are shortcomings in an elec-tary Assembly of the Council of Eu-
court warrants and the presence ofthe crowd rapidly grew in size. tion or administrative problems, we can rope. Matyas Eorsi is a Hungarian
member of PACE.

Armenian Ombudsman Challenges Regime Version
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LARK MUSICAL SOCIETY

A New Production by
AGBU ARDAVAZT THEATER COMPANY
AND
LARK MUSICAL SOCIETY

Dikran Tchouhadjian

ZEMIRE

Cpera Semiseria in Four Acts

Stage Director:
KRIKOR SATAMIAN

Music Director:
VATSCHE BARSOUMIAN

A large cast of singers, actors, chorus,
orchestra and supernumeraries.

Friday
May 30, 2008, 8:00 pm
Saturday
May 31, 2008, 8:00 pm
Sunday
June 1, 2008, 3:30 pm

Pasadena Civic Auditorium
300 East Green Street
Pasadena, CA




