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Casting Doubt On The Credibility Of Armenian Parliamentary Commission
Thomas Hammarberg Suggests New Format For Unrest Probe

“If you want to rectify the situation, satisfy the demands of the
European structures. Or else, sanctions will be inevitable.”

The Council of Europe commis- cumstances of the violence for the
sioner for human rights, Thomas time being.
Hammarberg, proposed a new, com- Observers sumed up
promise format for an independent Hammarberg's message to the authori
inquiry into Armenia’s deadly post- tiesin Yerevan as follows, “If you want
election violence during his latest visit to rectify the situation, satisfy the de-
to Yerevan, it emerged on Wednesday.mands of the European structures. Of
The Armenian authorities have else, sanctions will be inevitable.”
been under pressure from the Council David Harutiunian, a senior law-
of Europe and other international insti- maker heading the Armenian delega-
tutions to allow such an inquiry since tion at the Council of Europe Parlia-
the March 1-2 suppression of opposi- mentary Assembly, revealed the next
tion demonstrations that left at leastday that Hammarberg proposed the
ten people dead. creation of a new investigative body
The government-controlled Na- that would collect key facts relating to
tional Assembly formed an ad hoc the unrest. The commissioner believes
commission for that purpose last that the parliamentary commission
month. However, the country’s main should only make a “political evalua-
opposition groups have turned downtion” based on those facts, he said.
government offers to name represen- “He suggested that the fact-find-
tatives to the body, saying that it is ing mission be separated from political
dominated by government loyalists and discussions,” Harutiunian told RFE/
can therefore not be objective. RL. “The fact-finding group could
Citing the opposition boycott, consist of only apolitical experts who
Hammarberg sounded skeptical aboutenjoy public trust. Experts who would
the commission’s ability to investigate be chosen by all political forces.” That
the March 1 clashes as he wrapped upncludes the opposition Popular Move-
a three-day visit to Yerevan on Tues- ment of former President Levon Ter-
day. He made clear that the Council of Petrosian, he said.
Europe will not assign foreign experts “l think that variant is worth
to help the commission clarify all cir- considering,” added Harutiunian. “The

Heritage Party Demands
Democratic Reforms

YEREVAN -- The opposition
Zharangutyun (Heritage) party of Raffi
Hovannisian demanded on Friday that
the Armenian authorities embark on
democratic reforms, release all “politi-
cal prisoners” and ensure an “indepen-
dent and impartial” investigation into
the post-election violence in Yerevan.

In a resolution adopted at a one-
day congress, Zharangutyun said that
failure to do this could lead to a repeat
of the March 1 clashes between oppo-
sition protesters and security forces,
which left at least ten people dead.

“So long as Armenia’s demo-
president of the republic also noted cratic establishments are not awak-
[during his meeting with Hammarberg] ened from their sleeplike dormant state
that it's an interesting variant and pro- of inaptness, the forcible rules of the
posed to continue the search for suchgame are maintained, the criminals
a format.” remain unpunished, and the officialdom

Levon Zurabian, a senior aide to does not give any legal and political
Ter-Petrosian, told RFE/RL that the assessment of the often-culpable and
opposition supports the idea in prin- criminally-prosecutable violations by
ciple. “We are ready to participate if administrative agencies and state ser-
we and government representativesvants, evading — or disregarding —
are equally represented there,” Zurabianthe deep-rooted political and demo-
said. cratic reforms could signal the danger

The fate of dozens of supporters of another March 1 calamity,” read the
of former President Levon Ter- document.

Petrosian arrested following the March In his speech at the congress,
1 clashes between security forces andHovannisian blamed the authorities for
opposition protesters was the mainthe “slaughter.” He dismissed the offi-
topic of discussions during cial justification for the use of deadly

CE commissioner for human rights
Thomas Hammarberg

Continued on page 4 Continued onpage 3

Ombudsman Cries Foul Over Armenian
Unrest Probe

YEREVAN --A law-enforcement

post-election violence broke the lawwhen
it instructed regional prosecutors to (4

rallies in Yerevan and interrogate their |~
neighbors, human rights Ombudsmani;
Armen Harutiunian said on Friday. /]
Harutiunian referred to a written
directive which Andranik Mirzoyan, head | o
ofthe Special Investigative Service (SIS), Armema s human rlghts obudsman
sent to the chief prosecutor of the south-Armen Harutiunian
ern Vayots Dzor region four days after property they own.”
the March 1 clashes between opposition Mirzoyan, whose agency is subor-
protesters and riot troops. A copy of the dinate Armenia’s Office of the Prosecu-
order was obtained and made public bytor-General, defended and justified his
opposition leader Levon Ter-Petrosian actions in a July 1 interview with RFE/
last week. RL. He admitted sending out similar
It emerged that Mirzoyan ordered directives to other regional prosecutors

the regional prosecutor to identify and as well as the heads of police and Na-

question all Vayots Dzor residents who tional Security Service divisions.
took part in the Ter-Petrosian-led
opposition’s Yerevan rallies demanding have said the publicized document is
a re-run of the February 19 presidentialillegal and proves that the government
election. The prosecutor was specifi- crackdown on the opposition has been
cally told to find out with whom the accompanied by grave human rights
opposition supporters communicated abuses.

from February 20 through March 2, “An investigative order can not be

whether they urged their neighbors to given to a prosecutor,” the state human

U.S., Armenia Pledge Joint Action Against
Nuclear Smuggling

WASHINGTON, DC -
Armenia on Monda
pledged to closely coopera
with the United Statesin co
bating the smuggling
nuclear and radioactive m
terials through its territor
and reaffirmed its commi
ment to expanding broad
U.S.-Armenian relations.

U.S. Secretary of Sta
Condoleezza Rice and h
visiting Armenian counter-Eduard Nalbandian and Condoleezza Rice
part, Eduard Nalbandian, various U.S. and international assis-
signed a plan of joint non-proliferation tance programs,” it added.
actions after talks in Washington. The The U.S. government has already
State Department said the deal will signed similar agreements with Ukraine,
significantly enhance US-Armenian Kazakhstan, Georgia, and Kyrgyzstan
“efforts to combat the threat that as part of its Nuclear Smuggling Out-
nuclear or highly radioactive materials reach Initiative. Last year, a senior
could be acquired by terrorists or oth- U.S. diplomat expressed serious con-

Ter-Petrosian and his associatesers who would use them to harm us.” cern about growing Armenian-Iranian

Those efforts will boost economic ties, saying that they might
Armenia’s capabilities “to prevent, run counter to international sanctions
detect, and respond effectively to at-imposed on Tehran over its controver-
tempts to smuggle nuclear or radioac-sjal nuclear program.
tive materials,” the department said in A State Department spokesman in-
a statement. “It specifies twenty-eight dicated before the talks that the tense
agreed steps that the two governmentgolitical situation in Armenia will also be

join the rallies and “how they are de- rights defender told a news conference.intend to be taken for this purpose,” on the agenda. “They are also going to
scribed by the neighbors.” He also had to“It can only be addressed to an investi-read the statement. “This assistanc&ouch upon issues in their meeting related
collect written descriptions of the oppo- gative body [subordinated to the pros- would complement and be carefully to deepening political as well as economic
sition supporters’ closest relatives and coordinated with the aid the Republic reform in Armenia,” Sean McCormack

other personal data, including “what Continuedonpage3  of Armenia is already receiving from told a daily press briefing in Washington.
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Toros Sarian Interview With Wolfgang Gust
“It Is Possible That General Deportation Order Of 1915 Falls Under German Responsibility”

Q: You have recently uncov-
ered new facets to the German-
Turkish relationship. What is so
new about them?

To my astonishment it is now
clear that the German-Turkish Secret
Alliance from the 2 August 1914 was
not the mere Military Pact which his-
torians regarded it as. This fact was
not open to the public as the alliance
was very secret and was treated as sd
In practice, it was indeed an Alliance
with the Triple Alliance. Later an al-
tered contract was also signed by Aus-
tria-Hungry.

But this was kept so secret that
even the Triple Alliance Partner Italy
was not informed.

Q: If the contract was so se-
cret how did you come across it?

Wolfgang Gust

Wolfgang Gust (born 1935 i
Hanover) is a German journalist, his
rian, author and chief of heading f
magazineDer Spiegel

He studied Romanistik in Freibur
Bonn and Toulouse (France) and m
keting and management in Hambu
Starting from 1965 he was with t
news magazine of the mirrors - first
‘economics, then he became a forg
editor. Since 1993 he works as a f
lance journalist and author. His bog
include "The Armenian Genocide a
Imperium of the Sultan" and "A histo™ =
of the Osmani realm", both with Carl Hanser publishing house.

Gust has examined the 1919 documents of Protestant minister Jo
Lepsius, he has published documents of the German foreign officg
concluded that in many documents by omissions and falsifications the G

17

1anrh

erm

of the phrase “influence effective” that
is the actual exercise of the highest
military power. In the usually brief
international treaties such extra sen-
tences are often of decisive impor-
tance. They are practically conditions
of the contract. And when
Wangenheim talks about that Liman
von Sanders had officially informed
him then itis the equivalent of a sworn
affidavit.

Q: What exactly was the addi-
tional agreement between Liman
and Envers?

A: | do not know. If | had the
information the interpretation of the
contract would be much easier. Per-
%s the document will be found one
y. Therefore, the real Alliance text

ains very vague and can likewise

responsibility of the Armenian Genocide has been covered up. He has
the wording of the original documents including English translatio
armenocide.net in co-operation with its wife in March 2000. Three yearg
he published hundreds of other German Auswartiges Amt documents

It was secret for a long time, but
had been released for research pur
poses years ago. Perhaps it had bee
analyzed in some special articles and

pO.Stfginterpreted, as has been the case till
" Mow: as a very close military Partner-
.Iatesrhip. Even so the essence of the con-
in tl?leact points to a completely different

-

Drta

looked at from a legal or military angle
but in connection with the Armenian
Genocide the most important condi-
tions had not been publicized.

Q: Then you could have read
the contract quiet a few years ago!

True, but | had been concentrat-
ing on the diplomatic correspondence
and had merely touched upon the mili-

same portal to the Genocide. In 2005 a selection of the most imp
documents were in included in his book "The Armenian Genocide 1915
Works

Der Volkermord an den Armeniern: Die Tragtdie des alte
Christenvolks der Welt. - 1993

Das Imperium der Sultane. Eine Geschichte des Osmanischen R
1995

Der Volkermord an den Armeniern 1915/16. Dokumente aus
Politischen Archiv des deutschen Auswartigen Amts, 2005

tary aspects.
Q: What were the points which
had to be kept secret?

of its army to Imperial Germany.
Q: Till now it was known that

the Germans in the Turkish army

played an important role. What is

Germany withdrawing its Military Mis-

/16",
Ste
eichs.

dent1

Péality.
Q: Your view is that the Ger-
mans at the Military Mission could

rE;ive orders, even orders to deport

the Armenians?

That was possible but not neces-
sarily the case and there is no evidence
0 suggest this. Till now, only one
German officer — Lieutenant Colonel
Bottrich signed deportation orders for

militaire*. That is in accordance with Armenians working on the Baghdad

sion and officers and troops in this the agreements made between Minis-Railway. But if the Germans had the

The most important point was case. Germany changed thereby Pointer of War Enver Pasha and the Head ofarmy under its command in accor-
undoubtedly that Turkey had very prob- 3 and suggested the following formu- the German Military Mission Liman dance with “conduit generale” of the
ably handed over the High Command lation. “Germany leaves in case of war von Sanders. To rid all doubt that the army, they in consequence would be
the Military Missionin Turkey. Turkey Turks through this formulation might responsible for the commands to the

ensures

the Actual (underlined by deviate from the German wishes, Hansarmy regarding Military questions.
Germany) exercise of the High Com- von Wangenheim wrote underneath

Q: Amongst others, regarding

mand through the Military Mission.” the returned final version of the con- the orders to deport Armenians?

new?

What is new is the fact that the
Germans not only wanted a military
contract but also the High Command
of the Turkish army. And Turkey from
the beginning accepted it and that

throughout the entire World War |.

Q: How was this relinquishing
of power formulated in the con-
tract?

contract. However, | must explain a
few things to make it clear. In Point 3

the War, the German Military Mission

will assume the High Command over | &

the Turkish Army”. This formulation
sounded too hard even for Chancellor
Bethmann Hollweg that he wrote the
following on the document for the
German Emperor. “I doubt if number

_-;.__..-_-, - " - L
Marshal Liman von Sanders Chief of the German Military Mission in the

3 so acutely phrased is to be acceptptioman Empire. He prevented the deportation of Armenians from Smyrna

able for Turkey. Perhaps the formula-

In principle, yes. But under one
important condition. These orders had
to be for military reasons. Internal
Policing decisions did not fall under
this and were the responsibility of the
Turkish Gendarmerie who answered
to the Minister of the Interior, and that
was Talat Pasha.

Q: However, the deportation
orders which we know about were
given by the Turkish Army?

It is possible that general depor-
tation order of 1915 falls under Ger-
man responsibility. Till now it was the
view of Historians that the Germans
had advised a deportation of Arme-
nians out of the war zone. Now how-
ever, more of a command can be seen
in this advice even though the com-
mand came from and was signed by a
Turkish officer.

Q: This fact would put those in
the right who have always claimed
that the Germans had always wanted

tion, ensures Actual (underlined by the This suggested wording was used intract. “Turkey wishes this wording in the Murder of the Armenians?

Chancellor) exercise of the High Com- the final text of the contract, but writ- consideration of the circumstances, On this point one must be very
mand through the Military Mission, teninFrench: ,uneinfluence effective that the Sultan is the supreme Com-careful. In the German correspon-
would suffice.” To his surprise, sur la conduit générale de I'armée", mander of the Turkish Army. Liman dence, | have noticed on more occa-
Germany’'s Ambassador Hans von which sounds milder than in the origi- von Sanders has officially informed sions that the German protest notes
Wangenheim telegraphed back to Ber-nal German draft. The Turks, by hav- me that he has reached a detailed agreeegarding the Genocide were con-
linthatthe Grand Vizier Said Halim had ing the sentence “general conduct ofment with Minister of War Enver in cerned not so much with the deporta-
accepted Points 1 to 4 but found Pointthe army” used in the contract, had which the Actual (underlined by tionsinthemselves butinthe way they
5 unacceptable. Point 5 stipulated thatmanaged to ensure that the entire for\Wangenheim) High Command is were carried out. It may be the case
the contract would not be valid if the mulation was left open to interpreta- through the Military Mission”, exactly that individual military advisors had
Austrian-Serbian conflict did not lead tion. Point 3 was then expanded uponas Berlin had demanded. other thoughts. We know that certain
to a war between Germany and Rus-with- Binding is :“conformément a ce Q: Then it appears the deci- German officers hated the Armenians
sia. However, the Turkish Govern- qui a été convenu directement entresive sentence is that of with a passion. But generally it seems
ment obviously feared a Russian at-Son Excellence le Ministre de laguerre Wangenheim.

tack and wanted desperately to avoidet Son Excellence le Chefde lamission It depends on the interpretation Continued on page 3
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Statement By The British-Armenian All-Party
Parliamentary Group

The Members of the British-Armenian All-Party Parliamentary Gr

invite the Turkish President to a football match in Armenia and to set-
International Scholars Organisation commissioned to study and provide
ments related to the Armenian Genocide, expressed their appreciation
peaceful settlement of all Turkish-Armenian differences and welcome
step that could bring peace and stability to the countries of the Caucas
asked some questions:

. Will the current Armenian Diplomatic Protocol regarding visits
Guests of Honour apply and will the Turkish President be invited to vis
Matenadaran, the Armenian Genocide Memorial Museum and the Holy

since 1992)

. Will the Turkish President agree to visit a memorial erected to
memorate an event which, according to the Turkish Government,
happened?

. In which country will the conference analysing the documents refe
to the Armenian Genocide be held?

. Will the historians and scholars participating to that confereng
subjected to prosecution, according to Turkish Penal Code 3017

. Although Article 301 refers to internal Turkish judicial issues butis {
an agreement between the two Presidents to abolish Penal Code 301 or

. Have the two steps taken by the Armenian President been conditio
a secret agreement between the two Leaders to open the borders betw
two countries?

. Is the Group to pursue its efforts and lobbying in the British Parlial
for the Recognition of the Armenian Genocide or wait for that conferenc
its Scholars Report?

. Is the previous Report issued by the 126 Scholars who had studi
documentation of the Armenian Genocide and presented their findings
disgarded?

The British-Armenian All-Party Parliamentary Group would welcome
opening of borders and the establishment of friendly diplomatic and comn
relations between Armenia and Turkey and would appreciate some clarifi
regarding the issues aforementioned.

Odette Bazil

The British-Armenian All-Party Parliamentary Group

Code be lifted and kept pending only for the duration of the conferencq-

Co-Founder and Executive Secretary

Heritage Party Demands Democratic Reforms

ert Kocharian.
. In his address to the congress,
pup,force against thousands of supportersTer-Petrosian said he is confident that

Continued frompagel

having been briefed about the latest resolution of the Armenian Governnjentdé opposition leader Levon Ter- zZharangutyun will become “one of the

Ip alPetrosian who barricaded themselvespillars” of the Armenian National Con-
docoutside the Yerevan mayor's office gress.
for hedlowing the break-up of their peace- Ter-Petrosian received a stand-
i arfyl sit-in in the city’s Liberty Square. ing ovation as he made his way into the
us atel said the authorities have failed to government conference hall . Address-
come up with any evidence of gunfire ing the gathered moments later, Ter-
by directed at riot troops dealing with the Petrosian lavished praise on
t theangry crowd. Zharangutyun for supporting his Popu-
bee of  Hovannisian made clear that |ar Movement before and after the

Eshmiadzine ? (Sites visited by every British Parliamentarian invited to Armeni@harangutyun will also boycott the par- recent presidential election. He was

liamentary inquiry. “Is it possible to particularly appreciative of Hovannisian

comachieve a degree of credibility in a Na- and the six other parliament deputies

hevéonal Assembly which is also to blame affiliated with Zharangutyun. In a cus-
for the events of March 1?” he said.  tomary attack on the authorities, he

rring Hovannisian said he mistrusts the “commiserated” with them for having
commission also because it has noto work in a parliament which he said

e bmtention to question senior officials is “mostly composed of criminal ele-
and “especially” former President Rob- ments.”

here

willthaOmbudsman Cries Foul Over Armenian Unrest Probe
-

Harutiunian added that he is also
een the “bewildered” by the content of

ecutor.]” Mirzoyan'’s orders but will reserve final
ment  “It is necessary to clarify what judgmentonthem until familiarizing him-
e angkctions the Vayots Dzor prosecutor self with all details of the ongoing inves-
took on the basis of that directive andtigation into what the authorities call an
led thnether similar directives were issued opposition conspiracy to stage a coup
to e the police,” he said. “If so, they are d’etat.

illegal because he is not an overseeing In addition to gathering personal
theprosecutor in charge of that particular information about local opposition sup-
erciaase and can not get engaged in the cageorters, the Vayots Dzor prosecutor
catigm the basis of such an investigativewas also instructed to make them testify
order.” Any incriminating evidence col- about “what was said at the rallies about
lected as a result of the order from the assistance from foreign states” and
Yerevan should therefore be ignored by“whether rally participants spoke about
courts, he added. ending Russia’s presence in Armenia.”

ned Byntinued from page 1

“It Is Possible That General Deportation Order Of 1915 Falls Under German Responsibility”

Continued from page 2

Q: The Young Turks had al-
ready during the war claimed that it

menians serving with the Russians.this contract. Only this explains the
That looks very much like “Military concessions which were continuously

to me to be the view that the Germanswas the Germans who had initiated Considerations” and was the compe-given. At first, they had only offered

supported or at least tolerated the de-the idea of Genocide?
portations but not the murder of the These accusations came im

tence of the army and according to thethe Germans one quarter of their army.
me-Secret Contract the responsibility of As the Germans did not take the bait,

Armenians; excluding of course the diately to mind, as | had often consid- the Germans. The situation becomesthe Turks offered even more, until at

one or two exceptions known about.

Q: Deportation is really a
round about way of saying the anni-
hilation of the Armenians?

That was probably correct in m

ered them as pure Turkish propagandamuch clearer when we look at the lastthe Emperor ordered Wangenheim

ost actions outside the Turkish border to assess the offers and to accept the

cases, but then we did not know aboutzone. Here | mean the Turkish attackscontrol of the Turkish Army.
the Secret Contract, which now puts inthe Caucasus and the annihilation of

Eventhen Waggenheim had used

From the Armenian standpoint, | the accusations in a different context.thousands of Armenians through thisall tricks at hand to prevent the Alli-
can understand why Armenians could In addition, we have evidence which offensive right up till the end of the ance, encouraged by the way by, his

see it like this. A Genocide as occurredshows that the Armenians suspe
in 1915/16 to the Armenians was atthethe Germans of wanting to mur

time a horrific event. Nevertheless, them, which can be now rightly under- of the war valid until 31.12.1918 There-

ctedwar. The Secret Contract was, afterAustrian-Hungarian colleague in
der much toing and froing, from the start Constantinople; Markgraf Pallavicini.
Q: Why do you think did the

deportations on the other hand werestood. Especially, as between 1894fore the events in the Caucasus beforeroung Turk Regime put so much
frequent and not just instigated by theand 1896 the Germans had not worriedthis date can probably be blamed uponvalue on an Alliance with Germany?

Germans. But the Germans had set @00 much about their fate and also notthe Turks and the Germans.

bad example as in 1914 as they de-in Kilikiain 1909.
ported tens of thousands of French
and Belgian’s. This event was watchedwould have preferred keeping the
very closely by the Turks and Interior menians as hardworking ambitious
Minister Talat was well informed. One intelligent subjectsin a German col

can only wonder what would have or put bluntly as ideal colonial slaves.

Nevertheless, many Germans for the German alliance with Tur-

| believe that they wanted pro-
tection against Russia. The Regime
feared Russia more than any other
country. Hopefully, researchers will

Q: What was the real reason

Ar- key, taking into account that Tur-
andkey has been losing the Balkans find out more. Perhaps, they wanted
ony wars? merely to neutralize Russia from an
The Imperial German Empire had important Armenian ally. Who knows?

happened to the Poles if Germany hadThis view was shared by people rang-really no interest in the contract. The Perhaps the plans for the annihilation
won the World War I. Probably, we ing from Paul Rohrbach to Ambassa- German diplomats from Wangenheim of the Armenians had been already

would have deported many of them ordor Hans von Wangenheim.
as we prefer to say, as it sounds even
less threatening, expel them. In Ger-tance to us, is to know if the Ge
many it was even thought about giving mans were responsible for the d

the land, made free by deportations, toportations, as in the rule this was

war veterans. This idea aroused greathe beginning of the end?
enthusiasm from our Emperor William | am neither a lawyer nor
Il. Also the great Armenian friend expertinInternational or Military La

Johannes Lepsius hadin principle noth-But it is suspect that in the German

Q: What is of prime impor-

to State Secretary Jagow and the Chanplanned, in the minds of the regime if
cellor had warned against an Alliance. not in the planning departments, be-
According to their estimation Turkey fore the Summer of 1914 and the goal
would remain for many years military was to find a partner who would toler-
weak and would remain an unreliable ate the implementation of their plan.
alliance partner and damaging to Ger-Naturally, as an Ally of the Entente
many and the Triple Alliance. they would have found impossible to
Q: So how did it happen? justify the genocide .Whether, the later
Because, the Turkish War Minis- citation of the Chancellor really shows

r-
e-

an
W.

ing against the deportations of the argumentation there was always refer-ter insisted upon it. He offered his his distaste for the Armenians is open
Armenians as such; only that it was ence to the Armenian Battalions fight- army as if it were a market produce. to question until the Turkish archive is
Turkish practice he noted to kill those ing on the Russian side and acts ofEnver and also Talat with the Grand opened. Perhaps, then the truth will be
being deported. sabotage carried out by Turkish-Ar- Vizier on the fringes had begged for known.



(4 Massis weekly JULY 19, 2008 J

Armenia Fund Bike Ride 2008 Armenian Studies Program - University Of Michigan, Ann Arbor
Bike Ride From Monterey To Los Angeles International Conference On"Armenia And
To Benefit Armenia’s Children Armenians In International Treaties”
LOS ANGELES -- ArmeniaFund term development goal is to help se- The Armenian Studies Program pers on the theme to Ms. Gloria Caudill,
U.S. Western Region and Armenia Fundcure the future of the next generation (ASP) at the University of Michigan, ASP Administrator,

—Toronto, Canada, two major affili- of Armenia - today’s children. It is AnnArbor, willbe conveninganinterna- (gcaudill@umich.edu) by Friday, Octo-
ates of “Hayastan” All-Armenian Fund our responsibility to empower these tional conference on the theme "Armeniaber 3, 2008. ASP will notify scholars
in the Western Hemisphere come to-beautiful kids - the faces of Armenia. and Armenians in International Trea- regarding the acceptance of their pro-
gether to announce the launch of alLet us give them the comfort of a ties." The conference will be held on the posal by the end of October, 2008. Final
recruitment process for their upcom- warm, modern school to nurture them campus of the University of Michigan, papers should be submitted two weeks
ing “Armenia Fund Bike Ride 2008”. academically and morally,” stated March 18-21, 2009. before the conference, by February 18,
This special fundraising event, spon- Maria Mehranian, Chairperson of Ar- International treaties representcriti- 2009. The papers will be made available
sored by the two affiliates, is a bicycle menia Fund U.S. Western Region. cal moments in the history of Armenia to all participants in order to limit presen-
ride from Monterey, CA to Los Ange- “The Bike Ride will be a special event and of the Armenian people that hadtations during the conference to 20 min-
les, CA, spanning more than 350 milesthat will help connect our supporters serious implications for their status and utes per participant and provide time for
(555km) along the breathtaking Cali- to the cause of Armenian nation build- future as well as that of neighboring discussion during panels.
fornia coast. The Bike Ride will take ing, at the same time, enjoying the peoplesand countries. International trea- The conference will begin with a
place over a course of six days, start-California outdoors,” added tiesalso constitute the linchpin of diplo- reception on the evening of Wednesday,
ing October 28 and ending November Mehranian. matic history, an aspect of Armenian March 18, followed by three full days of
2, 2008. Mig Migirdicyan, Chairman of history that has been neglected. Thepanels. The conference will be webcast
Armenia Fund U.S. Western Re- the Toronto affiliate stated, “We are purpose of the conference is to deter-live internationally. Professor Gerard
gion and Toronto, Canadian affiliates very excited with this fundraising mine patternsand processes which mightibaridian is the main convener of the
welcome individuals who are inter- drive which is also demonstrating an shed light on the challenges faced byconference.
ested in joining the Bike Ride by con- excellent example of coordination Armenia and Armenians in their long The language of the conference
tacting the respective Los Angeles or between Toronto and Western U.S.A. history. willbe English, although presentationsin
Toronto offices. Bicycle riders have chapters of the Fund. Together we For the purposes of this confer- Armenian as well as in French, Russian
the option of participating in the full can!” ence the term "treaties” will include also and Spanish will be accepted as long as
350 mile ride or the final 70 miles, Calabrina Boyajian of Toronto international agreements such asthe onghe presenter can provide an English
during the last day of the event. The will volunteer her time as the Bike between the Armenian merchants oftranslation of the paper two weeks be-
partial ride is suitable for people who Ride’s event director. She is a profes-Indiaandthe British East India Company fore the conference

are unable to commit to a week, but sional in the fitness field for the past 15 in 1688 or the May 1896 agreement ASP will cover all expenses related to
want to help Armenia Fund. Individu- years and along with other guides will regarding the Eastern provinces of thetravel, lodging and meals for participants.
als interested in participating in the lead the team of cyclists from Monterey Ottoman Empire. For further information, please
bike ride as well as businesses inter-to Los Angeles. Scholars interested in the subjectcontact Ms. Gloria Caudill at the ASP
ested in sponsoring the event should “The Bike Ride is a bold Los of Armenian diplomatic history from office:

contact bikeride@armeniafund.org. Angeles/Toronto joint initiative, in- earliesttimes tothe presentare invited to Email: gcaudill@umich.edu
Extensive information as well as online tended to provide the participants onesubmit abstracts for their proposed pa- Telephone: (1) 734-763-0622.

registration will be available on the more path to contribute to the LA
Armenia Fund website within the next Telethon, and add another dimension Hammarberg Suggests New Format For Unrest Probe
few days. to its success,” declared Ara Boyajian,

Proceeds from the Bike Ride will a member of Armenia Fund’s Interna- Continued frompage 1 Petrosian presented Hammarberg with
benefit the construction of a school in tional Board of Trustees (Hayastan a list of 82 persons that he believes
Spitakashen village in the Martuni re- All-Armenian Fund). Hammarberg's meetings. Virtually all remaininjail for expressing their views
gion of Nagorno Karabakh. Recently, Presently, Calabrina is working of those detainees stand accused onlyand engaging in peaceful political ac-
in May 2008, the Canadian (Toronto) along with the Armenia Fund’s U.S. of “usurpation of state power” and tivities. According to Levon Zurabian,
affiliate unveiled a new, similar school Western Region offices in recruiting “incitement to mass disturbances.” In the opposition leader also gave the
in Verin Horatagh of Martakert, NKR. bicycle riders, individuals and busi- aJune resolution on Armenia, the Coun-Council of Europe official a copy of a
The school was named after Baronesmesses who will serve in a supporting cil of Europe’s Parliamentary Assem- controversial directive which a senior

Caroline Cox. “Armenia Fund’s long role to the riders. bly (PACE) questioned the credibility law-enforcement official investigating
of these accusations, saying that theythe post-election unrest sent to the
NeWArcheoIogicaI Find During should be dropped “unless there ischief pro_secutor of Armenia’s Vayots
; ] strong evidence that these persondDzor region.
Tigranakert's Excavations have personally committed acts of vio- Hammarberg received the rela-
lence or serious other criminal of- tives of some of those oppositionists at
STEPANAKERT --Inthe course According to Hamlet Petrosian, fences.” Armenian courts ignored the the Council of Europe office in Yerevan

of excavations of early Christian ba- such crosses were ordered by believ-PACE’s opinion, prolong the pre-trial on Sunday. “He advised us to appeal to
silica on the territory of an ancient ers and presented to church. Hamletarrests of several closes Ter-Petrosiarthe European Court,” said Marine
town of Tigranakert archeologists petrosian underscored that the findassociates this month. Voskerchian, whose arrested husband
found a small disc. Its diameter is was one of the most ancient Armenian Speaking at a news conferenceGrigor is a senior member of the Ter-
about 8cm, with a cross on one sideevidences found on the territory of on Tuesday, Hammarberg said the Ar-Petrosian-led movement. “We will cer-
and a portrait of a bearded man in a firhjstoric Artsakh. It is noteworthy that menian authorities should either puttainly take that advice.”
hat on the other. today the NKR government has ren-those oppositionists on trial or set Also on Sunday, Hammarberg
According to DE FACTO own dered a decision to forbid carrying out them free. He also complained aboutheld separate meetings with represen-
correspondent in Stepanakert, on Julybuilding and agricultural works, as “slow progress” in law-enforcement tatives of local civic groups, the chair-
15, at a press conference held in thiswell as household and industrial activ- bodies’ stated efforts to clarify the man of Armenia’s Chamber of Advo-
connection, Hamlet Petrosian, the headity on the territory of Tigranakert. The precise circumstances in which two cates and defense lawyers of several
of archeological expedition, head of MoD has been commissioned to hold interior troops and eight civilians were prominent oppositionists arrested fol-
Department of Culturology of Yerevan mijlitary exercises far from the historic killed on March 1-2. lowing the February 19 presidential
State University, Doctor of Historical monument. He told journalists that the gov- election. The lawyers said they briefed
Sciences, stated there were contracted ~ NKR PM Ara Harutyunian noted ernment should do more to address thénim on details of the criminal cases
legends in Armenian - “God” and “l, the governmentwould devote a specialCouncil of Europe concerns. He castbrought against their clients.
Vache, the Servant of God” on the attention to the monument’s security doubt on the independence and cred- “He assured us that he will be
disc’s both sides. According to Hamlet and its due presentation to the worldibility of an Armenian parliamentary honestand will objectively present what
Petrosian, further research will enable scientific circles. commission tasked with investigating he has seen and heard,” said Stepan
to find out who Vache is and if he bears Tigranakert was the biggest the post-election unrest. Danielian of the non-governmental orga-
a relation to a number of renowned and the most famous settlement of During their meeting, Ter- nization Cooperation for Democracy.

figures of 5th-7th centuries bearing pre-Christian period on the territory
the name. of Artsakh and was founded in nine-

In the scientist’'s opinion, the ties BC by Armenian King Tigran Il WWW. HayaSta'n I nfo net
place of archeological find’s discov- and existed till 13-14 centuries AC. . .
ery, cross’s image and legend’s typeThe settlement’s remainders were Armenlan'Eng“Sh'German

give the ground to date the disc from found in 2005 on the territory of

Sth-6th centuries; the 7th century is Shagbulag village of modern NeWS . |nf0|’mat|0ﬂ . Comments

not ruled out either. Aghdam region.
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Blue Cross of California takes '-
the worry out of health care.

Our goal is to make staying healthy easier with a variety of
affordable plans to fit your needs. For over 65 years, Blue Cross
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coverage with over 41,000 doctors and 400 hospitals in our
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Call now and let me help take the worry out of your health care!
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(818) 502-3233
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&3 Mission Wine & Spirits

Wi WILL BEAT ANY ADVERTISED

=1 JoHNNIE WALKER =l JoHnNE WALKER = JoHnNNIE WALKER
' Black Label — Green Label Gold Label
Scotch Whisky . Scotch Whisky { \ Scotch Whisky

17 .4699

Blue Label
Scotch Whisky

'||'=
PRIGIEY

¥ BELVEDERE

VODKA

Select Wines
Assorted Varietals
Starting at

189

TEQUILA

= CAZADORES, & | - PAEEPH

REPOSADO

1999

1785 E. Washington Blvd., Pasadena, CA 91104
(626) 794-7026 » (626) 794-7368
Near the corner of Allen & Washington = Open Monday—Saturday 9 am - 8 pm

www.missionliquor.com
*Mimimaim 12 Bottle Mix & Match = This ad expires on OF ' 2308 =« We reserve the right to limit quantities s Sales tax exchided
= Prices sulsject to change without sobics « Mo checks or credit cards
All tems are 750ml in size unless specified.

BLANCO
TEQUILA




