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Sarkisian Refuses Any Dialogue With Opposition
Popular Movement To Hold Rally On August 1
Despite Ban By The Regime

Armenia, Turkey ‘In Secret Talks’

Armenia and Turkey have held
confidential negotiations to discuss a

o ) new opening for the normalization of
YEREVAN -- Serzh Sarkisian on Sarkisian claimed that he has no yhejr strained relations, a leading Turk-

Monday all but ruled out the possibility authority to free individuals consid- s hewspaper reported on Friday.
of starting a dialogue with his political ered as political prisoners by the oppo- Asenior U.S. official, meanwhile, |
opponents led by Levon Ter-PetrosianSition and human rights groups. “I'm gy hressed hope that Turkish President
and said his governing coalition is notused to working like that,” he said. apqyliah Gul will accept his Armenian
broad-based enough to successfully’l's a very bad temptation because coynterpart Serzh Sarkisian’s invita- ;
meet challenges facing Armenia. freeing dozens of persons with one o 1o arrive in Yerevan on September .
Sarkisian also downplayed criti- Phone call would also mean being ableg ¢4, 4 Wworld Cup qualifier match
cism of his overtures to Turkey which tojaildozens of people with one phone yat\yeen the two countries’ national Turkish Foreign Minister
was voiced recently by his predeces-call.” _ football teams. AliBabacan
sor Robert Kocharian. An aide to Ter-Petrosian scoffed The mass-circulation daily According to “Hurriyet,” the re-
The United States, the Europeanat this argument, insisting that «,piyet” said senior diplomats from ported talks were made possible by
Union and other international bodies Sarkisian tightly controls Armenia’s the two countries met in the Swiss Sarkisian's recent overtures to An-
have repeatedly called for a dialogue Security apparatus and courts. “D0€S¢aita| Berne on July 8 and and heldkara, including the invitation extended
between the Armenian authorities andthat mean they can jail people with one s for several days. It quoted the to Gul. In an article published by “The
the Ter-Petrosian-led opposition since Phone call but when it comes 1o free-  snamed head of the Turkish delega-Wall Street Journal” on July 9, Sarkisian
last February’s disputed presidential INg them they are powerless?” saidyon in the talks as saying that “the said Armenia is ready to engage in “a
election and its bloody aftermath. ~ Levon Zurabian. meeting took place in a positive atmo- new phase of dialogue with the gov-
“When | speak of a dialogue, | Zurabian also  portrayed gphere » No details were reported.  ernment and people of Turkey.”
mean a dialogue with the people,” Sarkisian’s remarks as a further indi- Turkish Foreign Minister Ali Turkish Foreign Minister Ali
Sarkisian clarified at his first news cation that the authorities were nevergapacan did not deny the report, say-Babacan told the private NTV televi-
conference since his April 9 inaugura- Serious about negotiating with the op- g the two countries have contactssion on Wednesday that Gul has not
tion. “I mean a dialogue within the Position.“Thisis primitive demagogu- «from time to time” and stressing that yet decided whether to accept the
public, | mean a dialogue between the€ry with which Serzh Sarkisian pub- apkara favours dialogue with its north- extraordinary invitation. “Such a par-
state and the public, rather than alicly acknowledged that he has no gastermn neighbour. “We have contactsticipation would depend on the devel-
dialogue between the president of theplans for a dialogue with the 0pposi- yith Armenian colleagues fromtimeto opments ahead of the match,” he said.
republic and some individual.” tion,” he told RFE/RL. time,” Babacan told reporters, accord- Babacan also said that the onus is
“What should our dialogue be  The Ter-Petrosian camp has jng 1o AFP news agency. “Itis impor- on the Armenian side to normalize
about?” he said, referring to the oppo- given Sarkisian until August 1 10 re- (4t o discuss how relations betweenTurkish-Armenian relations. “Arme-

sition. “If those people’s demand and lease all “political prisoners” and meet o 1o countries can be normalisednia should decide: Should the problems
goal is new elections, what should we Other opposition demands or face theyhoygh dialogue.” continue or should we open a new

talk about? About when to hold those Possibility of a renewed opposition The Armenian Foreign Ministrycould chapter in relations?” he said, accord-
elections? campaign of non-stop street protests.,q; pe reached for comment on Friday. ing to “The Turkish Daily News.”

“| am already tired of elections. Sarkisian’s remarks leave the Ter-
We have held more than one electionPetrosian-led opposition with no choice House Panel Blocks Sharp Cut In U.S. Aid
To Armenia

within a short period, and | think the but to demand his resignation at the
next national elections will be in four

years from now.” Continued onpage 4

A key subcommittee of the U.S.
House of Representatives rejected a
almost 60 percent cut in regular U.S.
economic assistance to Armenia which
is sought by the administration of Presi-
dent George W. Bush.

The administration’s draft for-

GurgenYeghiazarian: "My Comrades Will Get Out
Of Jail One By One”

One of the Armenian opposition
leaders arrested following the recent

presidential election was released late
Monday while another went on trial
Tuesday that was nearly disrupted by
angry opposition supporters protest-
ing against what they view as a trav-
esty of justice.

Gurgen Yeghiazarian, a promi-

eign assistance budget for the fiscal
year 2009 submitted to Congress in
February would cut funding to Arme-
nia to $24 million from this year’s level
of $58 million.

In what has been a pattern, the
House Foreign Operations Subcom-

nent member of President Levon Ter-
Petrosian’s campaign team, was se
free pending trial more than four months
after being arrested on charges of
plotting a coup d’etat. Like the vast f

majority of other Ter-Petrosian sup- Gurgen Yeghiazarian salutes his

porters arrested in the pOSt'eIeCtionsupportersafterreleasefrom prison
crackdown, he has rejected the accu- armed forces of the two warring na- The volume of U.S. aid to Arme-

sations as politically motivated. As Yeghiazarian spoke to jour- tions would each continue to receive nia, which has totaled about $2 billion,
Yeghiazarian, who had served asnalists, another prominent opposition- $3 million worth of aid. has slowly but steadily declined since
deputy head of Armenia’s National ist and a former government official, Joe Knollenberg, a Michigan Re- the 1990s when it averaged over $100
Security Service in the 1990s, struck aSmbat Ayvazian, appeared before apublican co-chairing the congressional million per annum. U.S. officials have
defiant note at a news conference oncourtin Yerevan to rapturous applauseArmenian Caucus, demanded that U.S attributed the drop to an overall reduc-
Tuesday, denouncing the administra-and chants from dozens of supportersmilitary aid to Azerbaijan be cut alto- tion of its foreign aid budgets and
tion of Serzh Sarkisian as a “fascist attending his trial. Unlike Yeghiazarian gether because of its continuing threatsArmenia’s economic growth. They
regime” keen to suppress dissent.and most other opposition detainees,to resolve the Karabakh conflict by have also pointed to the Bush
“They arrested and isolated us from Ayvazian was arrested several daysforce. The motion was narrowly voted administration’s decision in 2005 to
society illegally, butmy comrades will before the March 1 clashes in Yerevandown by the subcommittee. provide the country with $236 million
get out of jail one by one because therebetween opposition protesters and se-  The aid allocations need to be in additional assistance under the Mil-
is no evidence against them,” he said.curity forces. approved by the full House Appropria- lennium Challenge Account program.

mittee raised the proposed allocation
to $52 million at the urging of leading
pro-Armenian lawmakers. It also ap- ’ -
proved $8 million in separate direct aid Armenian Caucus co-chair

to Nagorno-Karabakh and voted to J0€Knollenberg

maintain parity in U.S. military assis- tions Committee before they can be
tance to Armenia and Azerbaijan. The considered by the full chamber.
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PACE Head Visits Armenia

YEREVAN -- The president of
the Council of Europe Parliamentary
Assembly (PACE), Lluis Mariade Puig,
began on Wednesday a two-day visit
to Armenia aimed at assessing its
government’'s compliance with the
Strasbourg-based human rights
organization’s recent resolutions.

De Puig held talks with Prime
Minister Tigran Sarkisian, senior Ar-
menian lawmakers, opposition leader
Levon Ter-Petrosian and members of _ - - _
local civic groups. He is scheduled to PACE PresidentLiuis Maria de Puig
meet with Serzh Sarkisian, parliamentthe authorities] but there are still very

speaker Tigran Torosian and humanimportant questions that have not been

rights Ombudsman Armen Harutiunian. resolved until now,” de Puig told RFE/
A PACE statement last week said RL after his meetings in the Armenian

that de Puig plans to look into “the parliament. He echoed concerns ex-
credibility of the inquiry” intothe deadly pressed in that regard by the Council

post-election unrest in Yerevan and toof Europe’s commissioner for human
“urgently raise the issue of people de-rights, Thomas Hammarberg, during
tained in connection with these events.” his recent visit to Yerevan.

The release of opposition sup- “The response to our recom-
porters arrested “seemingly artificial mendations is still unsatisfactory,”
and politicially motivated charges”isa Hammarberg said on July 15. He ques

key demand contained in the PACE’s tioned the independence of an Arme-

resolutions on Armenia adopted in April nian parliamentary commission inves-

and June. The assembly also demande¢gating the March 1 clashes said only
that the Armenian authorities fully re- those oppositionists who personally

store civil liberties and allow an inde- committed or incited violent crimes

pendent investigation into the March 1 should be prosecuted.

clashes between opposition support- “I completely support the pro-

ers and security forces. posal of Mr. Hammarberg on all ques-
“Something has been done [by tions,” said de Puig.

Turkish MPs Blame Security Forces For

Kurdish Perspective
Armenian Genocide And The Kurdish Involvement

menians are Christian whereas the
majority of Kurds are Sunni Muslims.
2. Advancement of nations —
On the 8th July 2008 the solidar- Armenian passed through the slavery
ity and cooperation which has beenstages before the Kurds and as a result
prevalent between Kurdish and Arme- is a more advanced civilized nation
nian groups prompted them to arrangetoday.
a meeting to outline clearly some of the The control of the Ottoman Em-
main points in respect of the Kurdish pire across the regions covering the
involvementin Armenian genocide. This north, south, east and west of Kurdistan
meeting took place at Portcullis House are the main reasons for all the atroci-
in London (which houses the offices ties taking place in those regions. The
of Members of Parliament). The main Ottoman Empire not only bullied non-
speaker was Kurdish historian Profes-Turkish nations in that area but also
sor Kamal Mazhar Ahmad and immi- tried to attack other colonies in the
nent Kurdish expert and writer Dr regionincluding the British and French.
Rebwar Fatah. The involvement of The mostvivid example of this was the
Professor Ahmad academically on this Treaty of Sevres of 10th August 1920
issue is well known internationally. He between France, England and Turkey
is an architect of Kurdish contempo- which promised an independent state
rary history who has a firm grasp of to the Kurds but was soon replaced by
wide ranging issues relevant to thethe Treaty of Lausanne of 1923 in
Kurdish history of the past, present favour of the Turkish state. To
and future. His contribution to the case summarise, both the Kurds and Arme-
of the Armenian genocide of 1915 is nians suffered greatly under the rule of
one of the most important contribu- the Ottoman Empire.
tions he has made through his book The atrocities taking place when
‘Kurdistan during the First World War’ the Turks discovered that Armenian
with one chapter devoted to this case.nationalists were seeking an indepen-
This particular chapter has formed thedent state and separation from the
basis of the research conducted byTurkish state resulting in the Turks
Kurdish scholar Simand Osman in his doing everything possible to demolish
Masters degree in France Before weand demoralise the meaning of nation-
go into further detail of what happened alism for the Armenians and therefore
in this period of history | would first they used the Kurds as a tool to deliver
like to explain the meaning of genocide and convey such atrocities. Kurdish

By Mufid Abdulla
Kurdmedia.com

Hrant Dink Murder as defined by the United Nations. feudalists were hungry for money,
The definition of genocide land and assets. The Kurdish feudalists
ISTANBUL -- A Turkish parlia-  March that they had passed onto their  The United Nations 1948 Con- and the backwards sections of the
mentary commission Wednesday ac-superiors information of a plot to kill yention on the Prevention and Punish-Kurds were involved with these atroci-
cused security forces of “negligence” Dink, but said no action was taken. ment of the Crime of Genocide legally ties without any attention to national-
for failing to act on intelligence and They accused their superiors of fabri- gefines genocide as, ‘any of the fol- ism.
prevent the murder last year of ethniccating documents after the murder to|owing acts committed with intent to As Professor Ahmad elaborated
Armenian journalist Hrant Dink. create the impression they had no priorgestroy, in whole or in part, a national, in his book; ‘The injustices perpe-
The charge came in a non-bind- knowledge of the plot. ethnical, racial or religious group, as trated by the Kurdish aghas against the
ing report by a sub-committee of the Two policemen are on trial inthe sych: killing members of the group; Armenian farmers were actually much
parliament Human Rights Commission northern city of Samsun for their part causing serious bodily or mental harmgreater that those suffered by the
after a nine-month investigation into in a scandal that erupted when it wasio members of the group; deliberately Kurdish Muslim peasant, and weighed
the 2007 murder. revealed that security forces posed forinfiicting on the group conditions of heavily on them. Kurdish aghas were
Thereport, without giving names, smiling “souvenir” pictures with the |ife calculated to bring about its physi- helped greatly in this by circumstances,
says police and the paramilitary gunman after he was captured there &3] destruction in whole or in part; especially as Sultan Abdul Hamid openly
gendarmerie, which polices rural parts day after the murder. imposing measures intended to pre-encouraged them, connived at their
of Turkey, failed to “properly investi- The pair, named only as Colonel yent pirths within the group; forcibly wrongdoing, and even gave them
gate and evaluate” atip on aplottokill A.O. and Captain M.Y., are suspectedtransferring children of the group to money and material aid to take over the
Dink. “Dink lost his life ... because the of “hiding information and failing to gnother group.’ (Article 2). land of others’ (Ahmad, 1994, p.148).
authorities did not take the requisite act” on reports Dink was in danger, Kurdish involvement This trend not only destroyed the Ar-
measures due to negligence by those irAnatolian quoted Trabzon governor Armenia is one of the nations in menian nationalists’ hopes and dreams
charge at all levels,” it said. Nuri Okutan as saying. the Middle East which has some simi- for an independent state but also slan-
Dink, 52, reviled by Turkish na- The probe is one of the first into |arities and solidarities with Kurdish dered the Kurdish reputation. Other
tionalists for describing the World War allegations that police failed to acton apegple. The Armenian and Kurdish than this, no other conflicts between
| massacre of Armenians a genocidetip off about the threat to Dink. nations have been living side by side the Kurdish nationalists and Armenian
was shot dead on January 19, 2007 According to the court indict- through the centuries with both na- parties and groups were evident at that
outside the offices of his Agos news- ment, one of the defendants in thetjons being without any independent time. However, we are not deterred by
paper in central Istanbul. Dink case acted as a police informerstate for a long time and who have such comments which exist with re-
Self-confessed gunman Ogun and told police of plans to assassinatepeen under occupation for consider-gard to the Kurdish involvement in
Samast, 17 at the time of the murder,the editor in the months before the gple time. These good relations goArmenian atrocities for several rea-
and 18 accomplices went on trial in murder. back to the time of the Medes aroundsons:
Istanbul last year. The charge sheet The investigation is seen as atestthe 6th Century BC. The Kurdish and 1. The people involved have not
says police received intelligence asof Ankara’s resolve to eliminate the Armenian land over this time has beenrepresented Kurdish nationalism or the
early as 2006 of a plot to kill Dink, “deep state” —aterm used to describepartitioned into Iran, Turkey and some groups of parties. The people involved
organised in the northern city of security forces acting outside the law parts of Russia. Both had a great dealn those atrocities are people hungry
Trabzon, Samast's hometown. to preserve what they consider of syffering under the hands of occu- for money, land and state. We can find

Only four members of the Turkey'sbestinterests. The military is piers and invaders. For example, in theit in any nationality anywhere in the
securtity forces have so far been in-already under increasing scrutiny fol- \yar between the Ottoman Empire andworld.

dicted in connection with the murder. lowing a wave of detentions and ar- the Russian Caucasus Army at 2. The past two decades have

Two of them — soldiers working at rests that have targeted several retiredsarikamis tens of thousands of Arme-been characterised by the Anfal cam-
the Trabzon gendarmerie intelligence army officers for allegedly planning a njans were displaced from the land of paign against Kurds (Kurdish geno-
department — testified in court in coup to topple to ruling AK Party.  their fathers and grandfathers. cide) which have been carried out by
The only other main factors dif- the Iraqgi nationalist state against the
ferentiating the Kurdish and Armenian Kurdish people with almost 182,000
nations at present are:
1. Religion — the majority of Ar-
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“An Evening of Khachaturian: The Composer and His Ballets”
Under The Direction of Natasha Middleton and Ruben Tonoyan

BURBANK -- Media City Ballet,
Natasha Middleton, Artistic Director,
will present “An Evening of
Khachaturian: The Composer and His
Ballets,” featuring Principal Dancers,
Arsen Serobian, Gabrielle Palmatier,
Amara Baptist, Edgar Nikolyan, Felicia
Guzman, Ellen Rosa and Stephen
Nelson, along with Soloists and Corps
Dancers from Media City Ballet.
Jenkyns Pelaez will appear as a Gues
Artist. Actress Elmarie Wendel will
produce the show. The performance
will be presented at the Alex Theatre;
216 North Brand Boulevard; Glendale,
CA 91203 on Saturday, August 16,
2008 at 7:30 p.m. Buy your tickets
early! This performance is expected
to sell out!

Natasha Middleton, along with Aram Khachaturian
Ruben Tonoyan, Associate Director
and Ballet Master for Media City Ballet, Likewise, filmmaker Joel Coen used
will co-direct the performance which music from Gayane in his film, The
Hudsucker Proxy.

The well-known tale of Spartacus
is written in modern language, with
application of contemporary methods

with specific and repeated musical
themes. The storyline concerns the
ultimately unsuccessful revolt of the

Empire inthe years 73 —-71 BC. Music
from Khachaturian’s Spartacus was
most recently heard in the film, Ice
Age: The Meltdown.

Masquerade was written for the
25" anniversary of the Russian Revo-
lution. It is a symphonic suite in the

“Photo by Dan Chapmal

Natasha Middleton

will feature selections from Gayaneh,
Spartacus and Masquerade, in cel-
ebration of the late much loved iconic
Armenian composer, Aram
Khachaturian. This productionis dedi-
cated to philanthropist Mrs. May
Hannon.

Composer Aram Khachaturian is
author of the worldwide known ballets
Gayane and Spartacus and of the sym
phonic suite, Masquerade. The cre-
ation of hese pieces not only raised
Armenian national ballet to the world
level, but also noticeably enriched the
treasure house of the world musical-
dramatic art. Khachaturian’s music
is noted for its modal, harmonic, me- Ruben Tonoyan
lodic and orchestral generosity, all of

which are connected with a broad tradition of lavish classical Russian

gamma of thoughts and feelings in hismusic. Natasha Middleton will stage
scores. the piece to enhance the fantasy anc
Gayane means happiness and is ut a modern face on this elaborate
celebration of life events in which party, featuring eccentric costuming.
composer The plot concerns a missing bracelet
Aram Khachaturian wanted the and a woman named Nina who is
folk songs and dancing melodies to befalsely accused of giving the bracelet
integrated and inseparable from theto Prince Zvezditch, As aresult, Nina’'s
whole of the ballet. Gayane is the storyhusband, who thinks she is cheating
of a young Armenian woman whose on him, poisons her at the end of the
patriotic convictions are in conflict ballet, only torealize she was innocent.
with her personal feelings upon dis- The bracelet had actually been stolen
covering her husband has committedby the Baroness and given to the Prince
treason. The Gayane score includesvho later gave it back to Nina. Natasha
the famous Saber Dance. Middleton said: “Theatergoers who
Media City Ballet Presents “An enjoy Phantom of the Opera, will enjoy
Evening of Khachaturian: The Com- Masquerade, as there are similarities in
poser and His Ballets” style.”
The late filmmaker Stanley This production is sponsored in
Kubrick used the Adagio from Gayane part by the generous support of The
for his film, 2001: A Space Odyssey. Frank & Rigmor Peloso Trust Fund,

slaves led by.Spartacgs, a Thraciangs crassus in Spartacus.
slave and gladiator, against the Roman

www.alextheatre.org, or by calling
www.ismyseat.com at 818-249-1428
or the Alex Box Office at 818-243-
ALEX (2539). Discounts are available
The James A. Doolittle Foundation, for Groups of 15 or more, Seniors,
Macy*s, Los Angeles County Arts Students and Children under 12. For
Commission, Los Angeles County Su- information on Discounted Family
pervisor Michael Antonovich, The Alex packs and Group Sales, please call the

Theatre, Glendale News-Press,Alex Theatre at 818-243-7700, ext.
Burbank Leader, Mrs. May Hannon, 216.

The William H. Hannon Foundation For further information about
and www.dancechanneltv.com. Media City Ballet, please visit the

Tickets are $20.00, $38.00 and websites, www.mediacityballet.org
$48.00 each and may be purchasedyng www.myspace.com/
online at www.itsmyseat.com or mediacityballet.

Principal roles will be danced by Kevin Nazarian (of Glendale); Jessica
Arsen Serobian (of North Hollywood Strobel (of Granada Hills); Andee Tims
who will dance the title role in (of Studio City); and Tina Yedgarian
Spartacus); Gabrielle Palmatier (of (of La Crescenta).

Hermosa Beach who will dance the Natasha Middleton (Artistic
role of Aegina in Spartacus); Amara Director/Choreographer, Media City
Baptist (of Sunland who will dance the Ballet) danced as a Prima Ballerina
title role in Gayane); Edgar Nikolyan with the Pacific Ballet Theatre and was
(of Granada Hills who will dance the a member of the Joffrey Il Ballet Com-
role of Armen in Gayane); Felicia pany in New York City, before taking
Guzman (of Reseda who will dance on the responsibilities of Artistic Di-
the role of Nune in Gayane); Ellen rector of Burbank-based Media City
Rosa of Los Angeles who will dance Ballet. Her grandmother, Elena

of the musical-theatre form. The main yhe rgle of Nina in Masquerade); Wortova, was a Soloist in the original
characters in the ballet are representedsiephen Nelson (of Hollywood who Ballet Russe, which included other

will dance the role of Prince Zvezditch legendary dancers like George
in Masquerade). Guest Artist, JenkynsBalanchine, and Vaslav Nijinsky.
Pelaez, (of Oakland, CA) will appear Middleton’s father, Andrei Tremaine,
was a Principal Dancer with the Ballet
Other members of the cast of the Russe de Monte Carlo. Natasha
show willinclude: Rozanna Avetisyan Middleton studied under the direction
(of Glendale); Mary Bankson (of Toluca of her father and one of the Bolshoi
Lake); Lauren Farrell (of North Holly- Ballet’s original ballerinas, Alexandra
wood); Alexander Fost (of Alhambra); Baldina Kozlov, as well as with
Robson Tadeu dos Santos Freire (of David Howard, Patricia Standard
Venice); Kristine Gregorian (of Holly- in Los Angeles, Rosella Hightower in
wood); Philippe Leipzig (of Studio
City); Moses Navarro (of Burbank);

Media City Ball

Under the Artistic Direction of 2
Natasha Middleton and Ruben Tonoyan 7

with dancers Arsen Sevobican and Fdgar Nikolyan L

LOVE FANTASY
FREEDOM

Aram Khachaturian
An Evening of The Much Beloved Armenian
Composer And His Ballets
Excerpts from Gavane, Spartacus
and Masquerade
Saturday, August 16™ 2008, 7:30 PM
at the Alex Theatre

216 North Brand Boulevard, Glendale, CA
For maore info visit www.mediacityballet.org

1 (818) 243-A1L.EX(2539)

Continued onpage 4
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Bodil Biorn: An Eye-Witness And Photographer Of Nor Serount Cultural Association To Hold Its 10"
Annual Armenian Independence Day Festival

The Armenian Genocide
Bodil Bigrn (1871-1960)

In the latter stages of the 19th
century, many European countries in-
cluding various Scandinavian states
went through a social and moral revo-
lution where the awareness and pro-
tection of human rights took center
stage. During this period of time, many
human rights advocates emerged fro
the Scandinavian states of Sweden
Norway and Tania. Moreover, learn-
ing about the fate of the Armenians in
the Ottoman Empire and the horrible
conditions imposed upon them, these
human rights advocates took it upon
themselves to visit East Anatolia and
assist the tormented Armenians. One
of these champions of humanitarian-
ismis the Norwegian missionary Bodil

"Bodil Bioern's Road”

EXHIBITION

A

Katharine Bi GLENDALE - Members of the Nor Serount Cultural Assocation’s
atharine Biarn. Festival organizing committee are gearing up for another fun filled day to

Bodil Katharine Bmm was born i i celebrate the Independence of the Republic of Armenia on Sunday, Sepiember
on January 27th of 1871 in Kragerg, and baptized him as Nansen. Nanser) 51 2008 at the Verdugo Park in Glendale, California.

Norway. In 1905, the “Women Mis- (originally named Rafael) became her
sionary Organization” sent Bigrnto the only son, as Bigrn never got married in
Ottoman Empire as a missionary nurse.her life.
She was first based in the town of Going back to the Near East,
Mezereh in the Kharberd province and Bodil took care of Armenian orphans in
later in Mush. During her tenure in the Syria, Lebanon and Constantinople. In
Ottoman Empire, she cooperated with1922, while leaving her son behind at
the German missionaries of Hulfsbund the Beirut French School, Bjorn moved | o qmission is free.
in an effort to help the widows and to Soviet Armenia and founded an For more information and to reserve your booth, please call us at (818)
orphans. In 1915, she witnessed theorphanage named “Lusaghbyur” in 391-7938.
Mush massacres, including the perse-Alexandrapole. At the “Lusaghbyur”
cution and annihilation of the orphans orphanage, she was known as “Mother ; i i
in her custody and the murder of nU- Katharing” by the 33 orphans she ook Armenian Genocide And The Kurdish Involvement
merous Armenian priests, teacherscare of. Additionally, in 1924, the gov- Continued from page 2 cation of this relationship by the Turks
and assistants. During the genocide,ernment of Soviet Armenia closed her and the subsequent blaming of the
while many of her colleagues reverted small orphanage transferring the or-killed. Such operations have been car-Kurds by the Turks. However, the
to the role of bystander, Bodil phans to orphanages of Amercom,ried out by corrupt people in Irag and evidence we have considered indicates
Katharine Bigrn became a witness andforcing Bigrn to move to Syria and by the Iragi state which has usedthat is never too late for changes to
a messiah; saving the lives of hun-continue her noble work by aiding the traitors to carry out the destroying, take place. We need a clean and robust
dreds of homeless Armenian women Armenian refugees/survivors in Syria killing and massacring of Kurdish vil- integration throughout this issue. How
and children. and Lebanon. Until 1935 Bodil Bigrn lages and civilians of these villages, can it be possible for the Kurds to be
Furthermore, Bodil Bigrn docu- worked with the Armenian refugees in including children, regardless of their blamed and to suffer the same fate as
mented the events she witnessedSyria and Lebanon. sex, age, etc. the Armenians in the hands of the
through her testimonial diary and her Last but not least, Bodil Bigrn To date, the Kurdish people inthe Turks? | am not trying to undermine
photography. Her photographic album past away in 1960, leaving behind asouth of Kurdistan hold the authorities any attempt to achieve a coherent and
consists of various images of the geno-legacy that will live forever. and the former regimes responsible forintegrated communication.
cide with descriptive comments on the . The footnotes of the photos these atrocities, not the Arab people Finally as Professor Ahmad indi-
back of each photo print. were written by Bodil Biornin verso of who have been living side by side with cates at the end of his chapter on this
Moreover, Bigrn adopted a2 years the photos. them for centuries in this region. issue, ‘the Armenians were merely
old Armenian orphan, who survived . Selected photos are included in 3. Not surprisingly, the Kurds victims of the short-sightedness of
the genocide and in 1917, she took thethe online exhibition out of 300 archi- and Armenians view this historical event men in authority and of the machina-
boy named Rafael with her to Norway val photos made by Bodil Bigrn . differently and are willing to put aside tions and designs of the great powers,
any doubts or problems in their previ- which emerged more clearly after the

In this tradition of celebration, NSCA will provide a day of fun gnd
activities. The entertainment will be provided by a line-up of well knpwn
performers and dance groups. Armenian businesses, artists and craftsmen
will display their works and services. Traditional Armenian food will be sefved
and the youngsters will enjoy the different carnival games setup only for|their
enjoyment.

So please join us this day to celebrate this most important gvent.

“An Evenlng of Khachaturian” ous relationship in order to gain more First World War had ended’ (Ahmad,
understanding of what happened in the1994, p.175).
Continued frompage 3 ist with the Armenian National Opera past with the aim to maintain good
Ballet for 23 years. He began his train-relations in the future. As my colleague References
France, and ing atthe age of eight with the Armenian Dr Ara Nahabedian commented, much Ahmad, K.M., (1994) ‘Kurdistan

StellaMannin London. Middleton  National Academy of Ballet. He contin- of Armenian literature indicates that it during the First World War’, Sagqi
is also the Owner/Director of the Me- e his training at the Kirov Ballet School was too late to restore the harmoniousBooks
dia Dance Centre, located in the Mediagnd the Vaganova Academy in St. Pe-relationship which existed between United Nations (1948) ‘Conven-
Village in Burbank. She recently cho- tershurg, Russia. After graduation, hemany Kurds and Armenians regarding tion on the Prevention & Punishment
reographed the upcoming motion pic- retyrned to his native Armenia where hethis period in history due to the provo- of the Crime of Genocide,’ Article 2
TUVE, Hangi'rt]tg Out I;%(?kin? E%F%'”ng danced numerous ballets, including the
nLove, writteén and directed by barra |eading role in Khachaturian's Gayane. .. . . .
Grant, which features numerous mem-He hag since toured around the)(/\/oﬂd Sark|S|an RerSGSAny Dlalogue Wlth OppOSItIOﬂ
bers of Media City Ballet Company. performing in such ballets as Giselle,
Middleton is a resident of Burbank, Carmen, Swan Lake, Othello and The Continued from pagel ties banned the anti-government rally
CA. Nutcracker. He has also performed which is organized by the Popular
Ruben Tonoyan (Associate Di- with the National TV Contemporary upcoming rally. Movement. According to Levon
rector and Ballet Master for Media City Ballet for about 10 years. Tonoyan is a During his lastrally Ter-Petrosian Zurabian the municipality refused to
Ballet and Choreographer) was a Solo-resident of Glendale, CA. announced a renewed campaign ofsanctionthe demonstration in either in
daily anti-government protests and thethe city’s Liberty Square or outside the
start of a “maximum mobilization of Matenadaran museum of ancient manu-
the public” in support of the opposition scripts citing police claims that it would
demands. Dozens of his supportersdegenerate into “mass disturbances.”
have since been taking part in a non- Zurabian refused to fully dis-
stop sit-in on a street leading to Liberty close the opposition tactic, saying only
Square. that the August 1 rally will be followed
On Wednesday Yerevan authori- by an opposition march.

www.HayastanInfo.net
Armenian-English-German
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Krikor Pidedjian

72 Pilgrim Avenue

Yonkers, NY 10710

Tel, (914) 793-0913

network, We offer:

* Prescription Drug Coverage
* Individual and Family Plans
* Plans for Small Businesses

* Dental Coverage

» Medicare Supplement Plans

Authonzed Independent Agent
1B07 W GLENQAKS BLVD. #202
GLENDALE, CA 91201

({B818) 502-3233
HARLTEEXCELHYE.COM
WWW.EXCELHYE.COM

A Insurance
License #0B28270

Blue Cross of California takes
the worry out of health care.

Cur goal is to make staying healthy easier with a variety of
affordable plans to fit your needs. For over 65 years, Blue Cross
has been a leader in California offering quality health care
coverage with over 41,000 doctors and 400 hospitals in our

» Life Insurance
by 87 Life & Heolth Mnsunance Company

= HsA-Compatible Plans
B BT Live & Health simance Conn iy

= Integrated Workers’ Compensation
By Emplopers Comperasation inswance Company

Call now and let me help take the worry out of your health care!

HARUT DER-TAVITIAN

BlueCross

af Califarnla

The Power of Blue”

www, husher.org

Blue Cross of Calfomia {BOC) and BC Life & Health Imswrance Company (BCLAM) are
Independan Lidenseps of the Bhue Crogs Assaciation (BCAL The Power of Blue and the Blee
Cross name and syrbnal are registerad service marks ol the BOA 2005 BCC ARG
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The Armenian Teletime
Is Back On Channel 18

Not 1 Hour, Not 2 Hours, Not 3 Hours But 24 Hours Per Da|
7 Days Per Week, Free
No Subscription Fee - Plus 40 Additional Channsl

For info call The Armenian Channel (818) 982-2400
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Scotch Whisky _ Scotch Whisky 1.75L L Scotch Whisky . Scotch Whisky

ﬁraan I.alu-l I Red Label
Scotch Whisky j 1 Scotch Whisky

21499 .|,
12699 _Jl=

PATRON

L. TEQUILA

= b
] HEP{SATM) Fi
=1099]
t | =
X
S d |
\ECDKA

899

&C"ROC

VODKA

1 799

1785 E. Washington Bivd., Pasadena, CA 91104
(626) 794-7026 » (628) 794-7368
MNear the corner of Allen & Washington = Open Monday—5Saturday 9 am - 8 pm
www.missionliquor.com
*Minirism 12 Botthe Mix & Match » This od expires on 07/31/08 « We reasive the right te limit quantities » Sales tax excludeod

= Priced subject te changs without notice «» Mo checks or credit cards
All tems are 750ml in size unbeds specified.




