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ARTO "ART" KHACHADOUR
Fleet Sales Manager

RUSNAK/ArcadiaMercedes-Benz
New and Pre-Owned
55 W. Huntington Drive
Tel: 626-462-3029 Cell: 626-390-05640
Email: akhachadour@rusnakautogroup.com
www.rusnakautogroup.com
Call and make an appointment for Best deals

Mercedes-Benz
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Turkish President Gul Says Apology Campaign Opposition Blames Government for Police Deaths
Hurts Armenia Reconciliation Bid in Yerevan Unrest
ANKARA -- Turkish intellectu- January 2 interview with Turkey’s YEREVAN -- _ (=

als’ campaign of public apology for ATV television, he warned that the Armenia’s main oppos
the mass killings of Armenians in the campaign will damage efforts to nor- tion alliance insisted op
Ottoman Empire will reflect negatively malize Turkish-Armenian ties. Thursday that its suppov'I:
on Turkey's ongoing diplomatic rap- "When we examine the latest ersusednofirearmsint
prochement with Armenia, according debates in terms of their results, | doMarch 1 clashes with s¢
to President Abdullah Gul. not think they make a positive contri- curity forces that left tw

The Internet campaign was initi- bution,” Gulwas reported to say. “Ideas police servicemen dead
ated last month by a group of 200 that we like or not, support, or even Suren Abrahamia
Turkish academics, journalists, writers fight against, can be discussed if theya leading member of t
and artists disagreeing with the official do not target violence. However, the Armenian National Co
Turkish version of what many historians polarization sometimes can reach seri-gress (HAK), said the A
consider the first genocide of the 20th ous dimensions due to the sensibility menian police themselv
century. Their petition, entitled “l apolo- Of the subjects,” he added. are responsible for t
gize,” was posted on a special website An end to the decades-long cam- death of at least one
(www.ozurdiliyoruz.com) on Decem- paign for international recognition of those servicemen, Captain _
ber 15. More than 26,000 Turks have the Armenian genocide has been one oHamlet Tadevosian. an unprofessional, wrong use of spe-
signed it since then. Turkey’s preconditions for establish- Tadevosian commanded adetach-?la| means E)y the quthonnes," he told

Although the petition stops short ing diplomatic relations and opening its ment of Armenian interior troops that journalists. “There is no way the pro-
of describing the 1915 massacres aorder with Armenia. Ankara also clashed with thousands of opposition testers COklld haye used combat hand
genocide, it has drawn the ire of na- makes that contingent on a resolutionprotesters who barricaded themselves irfgrenades,” he said.

e

17
]

uren Abrahamian during his press conference

tionalists who regard it as an act of of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict ac- downtown Yerevan after security forces According to the official version
national betrayal. Turkey’s Prime Min- ceptable to Azerbaijan. broke-up their non-stop demonstrations©f events, tear gas grenades fired from
ister Recep Tayyip Erdogan and pow- "Sometimes you work silently, in the city’s Liberty Square. According @Virtually point-blank range killed three

erful military have also criticized it. ~ Sometimes you carry out works be- to state prosecutors, he was killed by aof the eight civilians who lost their
Gul initially distanced himself fore the public eye. But | can say that hand grenade thrown at him by one oflives on March 1. Prosecutor-General

from the criticism, saying that the works are under way regarding this the protesters. reiterated it at a December 25 meeting
unprecedented apology testifies to free-matter,” Gul told ATV, according to Abrahamian, himself a retired po- Wlth_ U.S. Am.bassador t(_) Arm.enla
dom of speech in his country. But in a the Anatolia news agency. lice general who served as interior min- Marie Yovanovitch. Hovsepian claimed

ister in 1999, brushed aside the official that only four policeman fired tear gas
i . theory, saying that a combat grenadeduring the clashes and that law-en-
Aliev Again Threatens New War For Karabakh would have killed more security person- forcement authorities has still not de-
nel and left traces on the ground. Hetermined which of them caused the
BAKU -- Azerbaijan’s President mediated truce in May 1994, is not argued that forensic experts claimed tothree civilian deaths.
Ilham Aliev has renewed his public over. “Only the first stage of the war have found only three pieces of shrapnel None of more than 100 opposition
threats to win back Nagorno-Karabakh ended, and we must be prepared tan the dead officer's body. members and supporters arrested fol-
by force, telling his compatriots to be free our lands of occupiers by any According to Abrahamian, lowing the unrest was charged with
ready to restart an all-out war with the means and at any moment,” he said.Tadevosian was most probably killed murdering Tadevosian and the other
Armenians “at any moment.” “The military parade held [in Baku]in by an explosion of a tear gas or stunpolice casualty, Tigran Abgarian. The
“Nagorno-Karabakh is an ancient 2008 demonstrated our military might grenade used by security forces onl19-year-old interior troop conscript was
Azerbaijani land, and we will make to everyone.” that day. “His death was the result of shot and fatally wounded in the neck.
every effort to restore Azerbaijan’s Aliev hasregularly threatened the

territorial integrity,” Aliev said in a Armenians with another war ever since Armenian Trade Deficit Hits New High
New Year's televised speech reportedhe succeeded his late father Heydar as

by Azerbaijani media. “We can use president of Azerbaijan in 2003. He YEREVAN -- Armenia’s massive off or sent on indefinite leave since last

political, diplomatic and, if necessary, avoided making such threats in thetrade deficit reached a new record highOctober.

military means. We do have such amonths that followed the August war in 2008 amid soaring imports and sliding By contrast, Armenia’s net im-

right. International law allows that.” between Russia and Georgia. ~  exports that reflected the growing im- ports jumped by 40 percent to almost $4
Aliev added that the Karabakh Aliev again stated that Azerbaijan pact of the global financial crisis on its billion in January-November 2008. In

war, which was halted by a Russian-will never acceptthe loss of Karabakh. economy. particular, the NSS registered a 54 per-

According to the National Statisti- cent surge in imports of capital goods,

: cal Service (NSS), the deficit jumped by cars and other transport equipment that
Karabakh Mediators Set to Resume 29 percent and all but passed the $3accounted for just over a quarter of the

Shuttle Diplomacy billion mark in the first eleven months of total.
the year. The full-year figure for 2007 Natural gas and other minerals

reported by the NSS was $2.12 billion. remained the country’s single largest
The trade imbalance has worsenedimportitem in this period. Import expen-
steadily in recent years not least becauséliture on them rose by 33 percent to
of sluggish exports that have sharply $607.8 million. Armenia also imported
contrasted with the country’s robust $302 million worth of prepared food-
economic growth. The official statistics stuffs in January-November 2008.

International mediators will again
visit Armenia and Azerbaijan later this
month to try to nudge their leaders
closer to a long-awaited agreement o
Nagorno-Karabakh, Azerbaijani media
reported on Wednesday.

Citing the U.S. Embassy in Baku, | show Armenian exports falling by 4.5 Armenia has long been able to run
the Day.az online journal said the U.S., percent year-on-year to just over $1large trade and current account deficits
Russian and French diplomats co- billion in January-November 2008. thanks to multimillion-dollar cash remit-

chairing the OSCE Minsk Group are —— T Local mining and diamond-pro- tances from hundreds of thousands of
due to tour the conflict zone “in the - y ) cessing industries were primarily re- its citizens working abroad. The remit-
middle of January.” OSCEMinsk Group co-chairs sponsible for the drop. The metallurgy tances have also contributed to the
The Armenian Foreign Ministry The Minsk Group’s U.S. co- sector has been hit hard by a sharp fall incountry’s overall strong macroeconomic
could not be immediately reached for chair, Matthew Bryza, told the international prices of non-ferrous met- performance since the mid-1990s.
comment. A ministry spokesman said Mediamax news agency on Decemberals, Armenia’s number one export item, The Armenian governmentand in-
late last month that no dates have beer®25 that he and his French and Russiamesulting from the global economic re- dependent economists say the global
set yet for the next round of the media- cession. Hundreds of employees of Ar-crisis will likely reduce the vital cash

tors’ shuttle diplomacy. Continuedonpage4 menian mining companies have been laidinflows in 2009.
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Despite His lliness

By Bernard-Henri Levy Critics will say, “Where will the
law stop?” since technically we could
| write this in remembrance of also extend this law to include the
the renowned Turkish-Armenian jour- denial of the crimes that took place
nalist Hrant Dink, murdered two years during the colonial era, the publication
ago, on Jan. 19, 2007, for his com- of the Danish cartoons of the Prophet
ments on the slaughter of up to 1.5Muhammad, eventhe sin of blasphemy.
million Armenians by Ottoman forces Must we forbid the expression of opin-

ISTANBUL - The Ar-
menian Patriarchy is n
an office that can functio
without an acting patri
arch, said the editor-i
chief of Armenian dail
Jamanak Ara Kocunya
criticizing the decision o

the Spiritual Council not t during WWI ... in horror that the ions that do not mirror our own? This
replace Patriarch Mesrdb police officers guarding the 17-year- is a trap, for two reasons.
Il who is said to be suffe : old murder suspect, Ogun Samast, First, the law would be focused

saw fit to take a video in which he specifically on genocide, a large-scale
proudly held the Turkish flag as they criminal enterprise in which, as Hannah

As concern grow rgcorded their_ brief_ asso_ciat_ion v_vith Arendt said, someone gets to decide
over the patriarchy wit him for posterity ... in solidarity with who has the right and who does not to

outa patriarch, senior menArmenian Patriarch of Istanbul Mesrob Moutafian the brave group of 200 Turkish writ- inhabit this earth. Second, the deniers
bers of the community say ers and intellectuals who recently don't just have conflicting or noncon-

any comments about the health of thehandling all his responsibilities. “Mem- signed an online pet_itio_n apolqgizing formist opinions. _They_ categorically
patriarch attracts serious criticism from bers of the Spiritual Council do not for the massacre, risking their fre.e— deny that this horrific crime took place
the conservative community and the believe it is necessary to cloud the dom to keep pressure on the Turkishat all. . _
patriarchy. community’s agenda with an issue government. ' . ' The'loglc and pa’thern ofthe crime
Speaking to Hurriyet Daily News such as the election of the patriarch _Outrages Ilk_e Dlnk_s murder will of genocide was clarlfle_d and refined
; .. continue. They will continue as long as over the 20th century, with the massa-

newspaper first broke the story aboutto wait in faith and patience,” it said. d alarmed by th ity that it Hitl . 4 insoired b
the deteriorating health of the patri- Kocunyan said the Spiritual Coun- 21d alarme y the possibility that it Hitler was impressed, nay, inspired by

arch, said: “It is a very sensitive sub- cil did not have the right to issue such will pe obliged to_ pay reparations to the scope of the Armenian genou_de.
ject. It can be perceived as disrespecta declaration and that the ArmenianSU"Vivors and their descende}nts, con-In August 1939, days befpre he in-
ful to the office of the patriarch". Church traditionally did not have such tinues to deny thatthg Armenian geno-yaded P_oland, he said to his generals,
Kocunyan said the Spiritual As- an executive mechanism. “The Spiri- C|de. took place. This struggle WI||' Who §t||| Falks nowadays .aboua the
sembly met mid last year due to in- tual Council does not elect the patri- continue as long as there are no laws irextermination of the Armenians?

ing from frontal lobe de
mentia.

creasing concern over the patriarcharch. It is trying to force a fait accom- prllace plenallzmg genogldg denlal—laqd Ir: wss a ?en%mdpz\alll'te?t flrlng:]l. r|1t
and asked for the community to wait pli on the community.” these laws are needed not only inwas the basis for the Allies’ use of the
Turkey, but around the world. phrase “crimes against humanity” in

until the new year for a decision. Kocunyan said, “l would not like to . o .
In a statement released by thejudge the policies of anill patriarch, but he Critics may say, Itis not for the  their May 24, 1915 statement re?"".rd'
law to write history.” That is absurd. ing the massacre of Armenians “with

Spiritual Synod last week, it was re- did not display the democratic sensitivi- . . .

ported that members recognized Patri-ties of his predecessor,” stating that bothH'Story has been written a hundred the connlva_n_ce ?nd help of the Otto-
arch Mesrob Il as the spiritual leader his newspaper and theAgosweeknyacecf.'mes over. The facts hgve been estabman authprltl.es.. It was a refergnce
of the Armenian community in Turkey embargoes and other prohibitions from ished, and new laws will protect them for the Polish jurist Raphael Lemkin —

; . . from being altered. who coined the term “genocide” and is
and that the patriarch was capable of
P P the patriarchate in the past. In 1929, the British statesman responsible for developing our under-

and author Winston Churchill wrote standing of this crime — when he was
that the Armenians were victims of incorporating the definition of “geno-

Christian Religious Leaders Call for Peace

in Gaza Strip genocide, an organized enterprise ofcide” into the 1948 Convention on the
systematic annihilation. The Turks Prevention and Punishment of the

JERUSALEM - Jerusalem Patri- tims, including many children. themselves have admitted it. In 1918, Crime of Genocide.
arch Theofilos Il and the religious The leaders of Christianity, Pa- in the aftermath of WWI, Mustafa I have spent some time perusing

leaders of the Christian Churches oftriarchs and Archbishops (Greek Or- Kemal — soon to be granted the hon-the Armenian genocide deniers’ litera-
the Holy Land called for an immediate thodox Jerusalem Patriarch Theofilos orific “Ataturk” —recognized the mas- ture, which is remarkably similar to
ceasefire in the Gaza Strip, in a joint lll, Latin Patriarch Fouad Twal and sacres perpetrated by the Young Turkthe literature on the destruction of the
announcement issued on Sunday. Armenian Patriarch Torkom Ill) ex- government. Jews. The same arguments minimiz-
Appealing to the leaders of Israel pressed their “profound sorrow and The laws already in place in many ing the number of deaths (“sure, there
and Palestine, they called on them toabhorrence over the new round of countries regarding Holocaust denial were some, but not as many as they
stop every act of war immediately, violence, the destruction and the blood-do not touch historians — for them the say”) and the same reversing of roles
while appealing to the international shed that are taking place in the Gazaguestion of whether the slaughter of — just as Holocaust deniers render the
community in parallel to take action Strip during a period that coincides in the Jews was or was not genocide isJews responsible for the war and their
immediately to put an end to the con- time with the celebration of the Birth of no longer at issue. What is at stake isown martyrdom, their Turkish coun-

flict that has caused hundreds of vic-the King of love and peace.” preventing the erasure of such crimesterparts claim the Armenians betrayed
from our society’s memory. the Ottomans by allying with the Rus-
Take France’'s Gayssot law, sians, thus sealing their own fate.
which criminalized the denial of crimes Some may ask, “Can’t the truth
M ill I.I h against humanity, and which as yet hasdefend itself?” No, | am afraid not.
Eﬂ' vnn been applied only to denial of the Jew- Consider that in 1942, Heinrich
INVESTMENT BANKING ish Holocaust. This is a law that reins Himmler, the head of the SS, ordered

in the fringe and extremist politicians the formation of Sonderkommando
who engage in lightly cloaked anti- 1005, whose mission it was to dig up

JACH HALANJ|AN Semitism and who may be tempted tothe dead, to burn their bodies and
Professional Financial Advisor advocate Holocaust denial. This is adispose of the ashes. In one of his
law that prevents masquerades likememoirs of the camps, Primo Levi
Cornporate Canter Pasadena that of historian David Irving’s trial in  recalled thatthe SS militiamen enjoyed
225 So. Lake Avenue London in 2000. admonishing their prisoners that when
Pagsadena, CA 91101 Irving brought a libel case against the war was over, there would not be
(626) 396-2825 Direct Deborah Lipstadt, author of “Denying a single Jew left to testify and if by
(E26) 376-4665 Fax the Holocaust,” who had labeled him a chance one did survive, they would do
jack_kalanjlan@ml.com spokesman for Holocaust deniers.whatever was necessary to make sure
" I . ! I . Though the judge ruled in notably histestimony would not be believed. A
Helping the Armenian Community Build Wealth strong language that Irving was indeedsimilar logic drives those who pro-

a Holocaust denier, in the absence ofclaim to Armenians, “No, your broth-
laws penalizing this offense, Irving ers and sisters are not dead. Your
walked free. Meanwhile, the tabloid parents, grandparents and great-great-
] ; journalists and talking heads muddied grandparents are not dead, as you're
Armenlan-Engllsh-German the issues and ultimately drew moreso foolishly claiming.” Such state-

c attention to Irving’'s work, which may
News . Information. Comments well have been his intention all along. Continued on page 4
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Opinion Turkey Inches Toward Genocide Recognition
ATurkish ‘l Apologize’ Campaign to Armenians

. . : . By Abdulmesih BarAbrahem
The fate of Armenians in 1915 Remains Taboo in Turkey,

But Some Intellectuals are Taking Action MIDYAT, TURKEY -- The head
of the pro-Kurdish DTP (Demokratik
By Esra Ozylrek Granted, 26,000 signatories to Toplum Partisi — Democratic Society

the campaign means Turks interestedParty) in Turkey, Ahmet Turk, toured
Two hundred Turkish intellectu- in apologizing remain few and far be- the south-east region early this week and
als last month launched an Internettween in a nation of 70 million. Still, visited the Assyrian Cultural Association
signature campaign for an apology to this is a very significant development in Midyat. He was accompanied by other
Armenians for the 1915 massacres.in Turkey. In the last 10 years, several DTP members of the Turkish parliament
“My conscience does not accept the Turkish scholars began studying the from Mardin, Diyarbakir and Sanliurfa,
insensitivity showed to and the denial Armenian massacres outside the offi- Emine Ayna, Aysel Tigluk, and lbrahim
of the Great Catastrophe that the Ar-cial Turkish framework, and some of Binici. Atthe Assyrian Club he met with
menians were subjected to in 1915,”them, such as Taner Akcam, havethe vice-chairman Yuhanna Aktas and
the brief statement reads. “I reject thisopenly acknowledged those eventsother Assyrians.
injustice and for my share, | empathize were a genocide. Turkish and Arme- According to various Turkish news
with the feelings and pain of my Arme- nian scholars organized joint work- sources, Turk apologized to the Assyriansdoes not use the term genocide, and, like
nian brothers and sisters. | apologizeshops to discuss what happened tan context of the events of 1915: “Sens-many Kurdish nationalists, compares
to them.” Armenians at the end of the Ottomaning the pain of the events in our hearts,the “suffering” of the Kurds in Turkey to
Within a month, more than 26,000 Empire. When Hrant Dink, a promi- we feel that we need to apologize. Inthe suffering of the Armenians and
people signed on, a significant numbernent journalist of Armenian back- Turkey, apology is becoming quite a Assyrians in the past and especially to
in a country where the fate of the ground, was assassinated by a nationfashion recently. However, ours is some-that of World War |, saying, that “Kurds
Armenians at the end of the Ottomanalist thug in Istanbul two years ago, thing very different,” he said. today live the same pain.” This confirms
Empire has been largely unmention-200,000 Turks marched in the streets Recently, a group of 200 Turkish still an undifferentiated historical view
able for decades. To those long frus-carrying banners that said, “We are allintellectuals launched an Internet cam-with regards to the great losses that
trated by Turkey’s intractability on the Armenian.” paign to apologize for Ottoman war Assyrians had during World War I; ap-
issue, this campaign may appear an Critics will certainly reply that crimes committed at the hand of Turks parently his suggested studies of history
inadequate gesture. Butithas immensghese modest activities do not com- against Assyrians, Armenians and Greeksand the lessons to be learned from that
value, educating many Turks about thepensate for the original crime nor the during World War I. The language used need to go further.
violence done to Armenians for the suffering caused by its denial for al- does not refer to the term genocide, as Inan interview with BBC and CNN
first time and enabling those who are most a century. They will complain favored by the victims, though it is in November of 2008, Mr. Turk used the
ready to come to terms with it. that the current signature campaigncertainly helping to erode the biggest word genocide for what is happening to
The official Turkish position on does not use the word genocide. Yettaboo in Turkey, as the campaign initia- the Kurds in Turkey, later on emphasiz-
1915 has shifted over time. It was athe significance of this campaign can- tor Baskin Oran puts it. The languageing that he did not use the word to
fight between local Turkish and Arme- not be understated. speaks of “the great catastrophe” butsupportany Armenian claims. Triggered
nian bands. Or it was a forced resettle- | grew up in Turkey in a politi- Assyrians as victims — 750,000 (75%) by protests of Collective VAN, a French-
ment — a march on which hundreds of cally engaged, educated and reasonwere Kkilled in the genocide — are not based Armenian initiative (Vigilance
thousands of Armenians were sent toably liberal family in the 1970s and the mentioned. Meanwhile at least 25,000 against the Holocaust Denial), a press
Syria, but most never arrived. Histori- 1980s, and | had only a vague ideaTurks have signed the petition, prompt- controversy began in Turkey following
ans and politicians also have arguedabout the animosity between Turks ing calls of treason by Turkish national- the use of the term that is still taboo in
that it was actually Armenians who and Armenians. It wasn't until | en- ists and media. The Turkish Prime Min- Turkey.
massacred Turks and that talk of anrolled in graduate school atthe Univer- ister Mr. Erdogan himself has called the According to Collective VAN,
Armenian genocide was an interna-sity of Michigan, one of the most petition a “mistake”. Ahmet Turk is best positioned to know
tional conspiracy. In contemporary important centers of Ottoman and Ar- Mr. Turk continued his statements what a genocide is, since he is the grand-
Turkey, novelists, journalists, histori- menian studies in the United States,at the Assyrian association in Midyat son of one of the heads of Hamidiye
ans or other intellectuals who call the that | learned about the unacceptablywith the following remarks: “We are regiments (Huseyin Kanco of Mardin),
events a genocide or even mass mursad end of the Armenian subjects ofready to apologize for wrong doing. This established by the Ottoman Sultan Abdul-
der can face trial under the infamousthe Ottoman Empire. is not to reduce the importance of theHamid Il in 1894, they were responsible
Article 301 of the Turkish Penal Code, Turks growing up today surely events. The events should not be broughfor perpetrating massacres against Ar-
which outlaws insulting Turkey, its are better informed about the history uptothe agenda by a simple apology. Wemenians and Assyrians in the eastern
government or its people. of the land they inhabit. Even those are the people of this region and soil. Ourprovinces. These para-military regiments
Organizers of the “I apologize” who accept the nationalist line have to struggle is aimed to allow people to live consisted of Kurdish chiefs who ac-
campaign notably shied away from the be aware of the sudden end of thein brotherhood.” tively participated in the massacres
word genocide, opting instead for “the centuries-long Armenian presence in Closing his remarks, Mr. Turk against Christians in 1894/96 and again
Great Catastrophe,” a phrase initially Anatolia. Regardless of the terms theysaid: “Without forgetting that Kurds have later in 1915 during the genocide un-
used by Armenians. Still, Turkish na- employ or the specific amount of re- been used in the past to act againsteashed by the Young Turkish govern-
tionalists were quick to condemn the sponsibility they willingly shoulder, others, it is important that we study the ment against the Christian population.
project and launch multiple, counter this nextgeneration of Turks is already history and derive lessons. Probably we, Despite being very well informed
we-want-an-apology campaigns. in a much better position to face the as Kurds, have our stake in the killing of about the reality of the genocide, Collec-
Turkey’s prime minister, Recep darkest aspect of their national history this (cultural) richness. Today, when tive VAN accuses Turk of manipulating
Tayyip Erdogan, quickly dismissed the and develop a more responsible rela-we see Armenian and Assyrian brothers the issue. In 2007 Ahmet Turk com-
apology movement. “These Turkish tionship to it. and look at them, we feel shame.” plained to Turkish television because
intellectuals must have committed the It may appear a small gesture Subsequently, the DTP delegation DTP was not invited to the commemo-
genocide,” he said mockingly, “since now, but the initiators of the “I apolo- led by Turk visited the Assyrian monas- rations of Victory Day on 30/08/2007.
they are the ones who are apologiz-gize” campaign have introduced a ray tery of St. Gabriel and met with Bishop He vehemently criticized the decision,
ing.” Opposition parties in the parlia- of hope for reconciliation between Samuel Aktas. The monastery has re-stressing that the Turks had obtained the
ment, other than the Kurdish-inclined Armenians and Turks before the 100th cently come under attack by neighbor- victory thanks to the Kurds — because it
Democratic Turkey Party, have all anniversary of the catastrophe comesing Kurdish village leaders, who are is “understood that the Kurds had helped

DTP leader Ahmet Tiirk

condemned the campaign as well. Thearound. close to Erdogan’s ruling party (AKP), cleanthe Armenian people,”accordingto
Nationalist Action Party, for example, Los Angeles Times aiming at grabbing monastery’s land via Collective VAN — and the Kurds were
issued a statement that said, in part, January 5, 2009 fabricated lawsuits. excluded from the festivities.

“There is no single page in the honor- Assyrian International
able history of the Turkish nation for Esra Ozyurek is an associate Clouded and Undifferentiated View News Agency
which we should be embarrassed, andorofessor of anthropology at UC Mr. Turk’s apology is definitely

no crime for which we should apolo- San Diego and the author of “Nos- welcomed as a gesture of friendship by Abdulmesih BarAbrahem was born

gize. No one has the right to smear ourtalgia for the Modern: State Secu- Assyrians. In fact, it is not the first time in Midyat and emigrated to Germany in
ancestors by deviating from history, larism and Everyday Politicsin Tur-  that a Kurdish leader has apologized forthe mid-1960s, where he completed his
declaring them guilty, and ask them to key” and “Politics of Public Memory Kurdish crimes committed against education and received his M.Sc. from
apologize.” in Turkey.” Assyrians during World War I. Putting the University of Erlangen/Nurnberg in

Mr. Turk’s statement in context of the the field of Computer Science. Early

Apology Campaign of by Turkish intel- 1970s, he organized the first Assyrian
lectuals, it is a courageous step by aconference in West Germany. He is
Updated every Friday party leader of the Turkish parliament. currently President of the Trusty-Fund
In his statements, Ahmet Turk of the Yoken Bar Yoken Foundation.
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“The Morgenthau Story” by Apo Torosyan to be Seminar on AMAA’s Past and Present
Shown at the Western Diocese

BURBANK, CA -- The Ararat-
Eskijian Museum, and The Organization
of Istanbul Armenians will host a screen-
ing of The Morgenthau Story, a new
documentary by Massachusetts-basedg
filmmaker and artist Apo Torosyan on
Sunday January 25, 2009, at 4:30 p.m.
under the auspices of the Western Dio
cese Armenian Church of North America
Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, Primate.

The Morgenthau Story tells the
story of Ambassador Henry
Morgenthau’s commitment to helping
humanity. From 191310 1916, he served —
as U.S. Ambassador in Constantinople, Torosyan has had many solo and
and with the beginning of the Armenian group art shows all over the U.S. and
Genocide in the spring of 1915 he ap-Europe, and his work has appeared i
pealed without success to the Ottomanprivate and corporate collections in Tur-
leaders to stop the killings. In 1923, key, Greece, Spain, France, Armenia, PARAMUS, NJ -- “It is a fashion about AMAA’s role in supporting
during the aftermath of the genocide andCanada, and the U.S. One of his works nowadays for institutions to evaluate churches and preparing people for min-
expulsion of Armenians, Greeks, and “My Father's Letter,” 1991, was se- themselves by asking how well they areistry. Rev. Ron Tovmassian, past mod-
Assyrians, he helped save thousands ofected by the Museum of Modern Art at serving their customers.” With these erator of AEUNA spoke about the tradi-
lives by successfully leading the Refu- Tonneins, Bordeaux, France, for its per-words, Mr. Peter Kougasian introduced tional role of AMAA in North America as
gee Relief Committee in Greece. manent collection. His “Bread series” is the topic of the Seminar, which was heldthe missionary arm of the Armenian

Filmmaker Apo Torosyan inter- also in the permanent collection of the on Friday, October 17, at the Headquar-Evangelical Churches. AMAA President,
weaves the story of Henry Morgenthau Armenian Library and Museum of ters of the Armenian Missionary Asso- Dr. Hrair Aharonian, gave an overview
with interviews with three of his descen- America in Watertown, MA, and the ciation of America (AMAA) in Paramus, of the educational endeavors through the
dants: grandsons Henry Morgenthau Il Flaten Art Museum in Northfield, MN. New Jersey in conjunction with the®89 Haigazian University in Beirut, the Near

and Robert M. Morgenthau, and great- Many new titles and all of Apo Annual Meeting of the Association. East School of Theology, Evangelical
granddaughter Dr. Pamela Steiner. Torosyan's DVDs will be available for AMAA members, delegates, churchrep- Theological Academy in Yerevan ,
Apo Torosyanwas bornin Istanbul, purchase. resentatives, pastors and guests (oveAvedisian School in Armenia and many
Turkey, to Armenian and Greek parents. For more information contact the 60 in number) were present to listen toother schools in the Middle East . Two
He holds Bachelor's and Master's de- Ararat—Eskijian Museum at (818) 838- AMAA Vice President Peter Kougasian. past AMAA scholarship recipients, Dr.
grees from Istanbul's Academy of Fine 4862 or Dr. Ohannes Mr. Kougasian is a prominent lawyer Ara Apelian and Haig Kherlopian, gave
Arts. His previous films include Bread (Kulak) 818 800-1976 or e-mail and serves the city of New York as its theirtestimonies emphasizing the impor-
Series, Water, The Gates, Witnessesmgoschin@mindspring.com Assistant District Attorney. He is also a tantfinancial aid that AMAA providesto
Discovering My Father’s Village: Edincik, Admission free, reception follow- talented public speaker college students. AMAA’s Operations
and Voices. He is an active member of theing program “In reviewing the work of the Director, Mr. Al DePaola, had a Power
Boston Printmakers and the International Address: 3525 Glenoaks Blvd, AMAA, we mightbegin by acknowledg- Pointpresentation of numbers and charts
Association of Genocide Scholars. Burbank Ca 91504. ing that our customers are the peopledescribing AMAA budget allocations.
that we serve — the infants who receive In his concluding remarks, Mr.

formula through the Milk Fund, the Kougasian quoted the late Rev. Movses
children and their families who are spon- B. Janbazian (AMAA past Executive
sored, the students who receive finan-Director) and said, “as members of a
cial aid, the children who attend AMAA worldwide mission organization, we are
camps and the faithful whose churchesno longer an isolated faithful, worship-
WARWICK, RI -- The Armenian Students Association of America, AMAA supports” added Mr. Kougasian. ing hermetically in one corner of one

Inc. (ASA) cordially invites students to apply for its available scholarghipse also gave an overview of the origins church. We become part of Christ's
for the upcoming 2009-2010 academic year. Established in 1910, th¢ AS#hd history of the AMAA with emphasis Great Commission. We feel the burdens
is the oldest major Armenian organization founded in the United Statgs armd its role in helping build the Armenian of others, and they in turn share our
to this day is still highly regarded for the financial assistance it givps té&vangelicalmovementin North America burdens. We share in each other’s joys.
deserving Armenian students in the form of scholarships. In order to glialignd the world. “AMAA is you, itis your We encourage each other, inspire each
for an ASA Scholarship, potential applicants need to meet the follqwingrganization” he emphasized and ex-other, and pray for each other every day.
three requirements: (1) must be of Armenian descent, (2) must be efrollg@ined. Atits foundation, a mission organization
as a full-time student and have completed one full year of academi¢s at a Helatercalled AMAAField Direc-  is nothing less than the way in which we
four-year accredited U.S. college by June 2009 OR must be enrolldd int@: Mr. Dikran Youmshakian, to speak as Christians relate to the world.
two-year college and are transferring to a four-year college or univergity as

Armenian Students Association
Scholarship Programs

a full time student in the fall 2009, and (3) must be a U.S. citizen ORfmust Eternal Damnation of the Spotless Mind

possess the appropriate Visa status in order to study in the U.S. Sfudents

who meet these criteria are encouraged to download an online appli¢atia@yntinued from page 2 caust deniers are not merely express-
by going to the following Web link: www.asainc.org/nationfl/ ing an opinion; they are perpetrating a

scholarships.shtml. Completed applications must be received at thg ASflents betray the absolute, insane hacrime.

national office no later than March 15, 2009. For additional questions, jleas&d they harbor, against which factual The New Republic
contact the ASA via email at headasa@aol.com. evidence and debate are useless and
the truth is impotent. Bernard-Henri Levy’s new book,
— ) ) Laws prohibiting Holocaust de- Left in Dark Times: A Stand Against
“VisitArmenia, It Is Beautiful” nial are expressions of the fact thatThe New Barbarism, was published in

genocide, a perfect crime, leaves noSeptember by Random House. This
traces. In fact, the obliteration of those article was translated from the French
traces is genocide’s final phase. Holo- by Sara Sugihara.

Announces Essay Contest

The “Visit Armenia, It Is Beautiful” project has organized an E4say
Contest open To (9to 12" grades) high school level students.
Participants should write an essay in Armenian or English about {Why Karabakh Mediators Set to Resume Shuttle Diplomacy
they wish to visit Armenia”
The deadline to register is February 15, 2009 Continued from page 1 Azerbaijani presidents.

The deadline to submit the essays is March 31, 2009 , o _ The mediators hope Serzh
Winners to be announced April 30, 2009 opposite numbers will visit the region Sarkisian and Ilham Aliev will iron out

For details, application forms and questions, please visit in early 2009 in an effort to build on their remaining differences on the ba-
http'//WWW’visitarmenia orq/html/promotionall html “considerable progress” made by thesic principles of a Karabakh settlement

- : conflicting parties. Bryza said they will put forward by the Minsk Group troika.
We anticipate an overwhelming response and a very large numper 6f = .= : . . . :
o . : Specifically discuss preparations for Aliev and Sarkisian pledged to inten-
participants, so please do not delay your registration.

the next meeting of the Armenian and sify the peace process after their last
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Yes, | wish to subscribe to Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (one year)
* $50,00 for USA
* $60,00 (second class), $ 75,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.

* $85,00 (second class), $ 125,00 (Air Mail) Overseas.

Name: -------=—--=----
Address: --------------
City: --------- State:---

Country:
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T: (626) 797-7680 F:
(626) 797-6863

massis2@earthlink.net
www.massisweekly.com

REQUEST FORPROPOSALS

(RFP 7512) ELECTRONIC DOCU-
MENTMANAGEMENT SYSTEM

The Housing Authority of the
City of Los Angeles invites proposald

from qualified firms interested in
providing electronic document man-
agement system. Copy ofthe RFP ma
be obtained beginning December 22
2008 via www.hacla.org website off
call (213) 252-5405 or 252-18334.
Proposals will be accepted until 2:00

P.M., by February 5, 2009.
1/8/09
CNS-1492571#
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WINE & SPIRITS

GLENDALE

Patron Silver White Queen| Vedi-Alco Fruit Wine

Tequila Vodka Red Semi-Sweet T50mi
7 Bl T50mi

- i [:
AERE

& |Noy I:Iassh: Ww Sayat | Tigran
10 Years 5 Years Nova 20 Years

750ml ! T50ml 7a0ml 750ml
- _[i": :

 Arak ~ Aral " hrak “Gazadores | Corralejo
Gantous Haddad Gnlﬁl Shel :'-'-: Touma H.IIH " Rep Reposado
! 750ml i Faml ? Talmi

1511.'5]5! 12.99(*11.99
[ Avshar )y * Don Julio | EL Jimador © Jose o lose Cuervo
5 Year jo  Blanco | Reposado/ Cuervo | LaFamilia 'Iratlllllal
Armenian Qilyer a0l 750ml

Brandy . 750m | !

Falml

14.99 1 0.99/569.99 1599

Heineken rw IEernlstelh'ﬁ;;:iﬁlﬁltﬁi&
Beer | W?Eer , “?F '
12PK . I

825 W. Glenoaks Blvd.
Glendale, CA 91202
(818) 242-0683
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