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Armenians in Mass Rally to Mark FirstAnniversary U.S. Slams Armenian Crackdown

of March 2008 Deadly Clashes WASHINGTON, DC -- The U.S.

State Department has strongly criti-
cized the Armenian government’s han-
dling of the 2008 presidential election
and its ensuing crackdown on the op-
position involving mass arrests of op-
position members and supporters.

In an annual human rights report
released late Wednesday, the depart
ment also deplored what it called “se-
vere” restrictions on freedom of as-
sembly that were imposed by the au-
thorities following the post-election
unrest in Yerevan.

“The government’s human rights measures to intimidate and retaliate
record deteriorated significantly dur- against government opponents,” it
ing the year, with authorities and their added.
agents committing numerous human The unusually extensive docu-
rights abuses, particularly in connec- ment gave a detailed account of the
tion with the presidential elections and dramatic developments that followed
- : the government’s suppression of dem-the February 2008 election. It de-
Hundreds of Armenians lit candles at Liberty Square in Yerevan onstrations that followed,” said the scribed as “inconsistent” government
67-page report. “Authorities denied citi- accounts of the violent dispersal early

Opposition leader Levon Ter- thousands of people who barricadedZens the right to ghange their govern-on March'; of hundreds of supporters
Petrosian said he will not seek to stagethemselves outside the Yerevan ment freely and_cmzens_werg subject of opp_osmon cand!date Levor,1 Te_r-
an anti-government “revolution” as mayor’s office following pre-dawn to arrest, dgt.entlon,'a'n.dm:pnsonmentPetrosmn camped in Yerevan's Lib-
thousands of his supporters rallied inthe break-up of non-stop opposition forth‘(lelr pollt!qal activities. _ erty Square. T_he break-up of the ten-
Yerevan to mark the first anniversary Protests in the city’s Liberty Square. Authprltles useq 'force, attimes day protest trlggered deadly clashes
of Armenia’s deadly post-election un- Hundreds of Armenians lit candles andl_ethal, to d|spgrse political demonstra- between opposition protesters and se-
rest on Sunday. He also claimed thatp|aced flowers there on Saturday night.tlonS.AuthorltleS used harassment and

the country will soon face the kind of The crowd silently filed past the intrusive application of bureaucratic Continued on page 4
economic collapse that it suffered in granite plinth following arally outside _ _ — _
the early 1990s when he served as it§he Matenadaran institute of ancient Turkish Foreign Minister Ali Babacan:
first president. manuscripts. The demonstration took . .. .

In a protest not sanctioned but place peacefully, with police officers Armenia, Turkey Close To Normalizing Ties
tolerated by the Armenian authorities, deployed along its route making no ISTANBUL -- Armenia and Tur-

Babacan warned that the ongoing

demonstrators marched through theattempts to disperse it. As was the key are as close to normalizing their Tyrkish-Armenian rapprochement

site of the March 1, 2008 clashes casé during the previous 0pposition gt ained relations as never before, Turk-could be set back if the United States
between security forces and opposi-rallies, the authorities appeared to havegp goreign Minister Ali Babacan said officially describes the 1915 mass kill-

tion protesters that left ten people deadSeriously restricted Yerevan's trans- i, an newspaper interview published ings of Armenians in the Ottoman
and more than 200 others injured.Port communication with the rest of Tuesday. Empire as genocide. He said he wil

Leading the march, Ter-Petrosian laidthe country on Sunday in order to "A resolution between Turkey make that clear to U.S. Secretary of

a wreath at a pedestal from which lower attendance at the rally. and Armenia has never been that close, "state Hillary Clinton when she visits
some .of. hls close associates (cur- _ he told “Today’s Zaman” newspaper. Ankara later this week.
rently in jail or on the run) addressed Continuedonpage4 “Where we stand now is the closest “We are not using a threatening
point ever to a settlement with Arme- rhetoric,” said Babacan. “We are not
U.S. Dollar In Short Supply InArmenia nia since 1915. I'm not saying we've
. reached a solution, but we are getting
Government Devalues National Currency close to it.” Continued on page 4
YEREVAN -- Armenia effectively itic i iti-
politicians and economists have criti
devalued its national currency, the cized this exchange rate pOllcy as a ACA-PACAnnounCGS Endorsements for
dram, by more than 20 percent onpeedless waste of the country’s mod- Glendale City Council Elections
Tuesday after the International Mon- est external reserves currently worth o
etary Fund pledged to provide it with g1 2 pijllion, down by about $400 mil- GLENDALE -- For the upcom- that these three individuals are the
$540 million in emergency loans de- |ion from the September 2008 level. ing Glendale City Municipal elections most qualified candidates and best
signed to minimize the impact of the The authorities deny any heavy ©n April 7, the Armenian Council of suited to represent the interests of
global economic crisis. intervention in the currency market. America-PAC on March 5 announced Glendale community.
The dram tumbled from 305.7t0 \jany Armenians seem unconvinced its eéndorsement of Glendale commu- In addition to the endorsement

372.5 per U.S. dollar in trading at py these assurances and anxious tdlity activist and former Public Infor- process, ACA-PAC s actively engaged
Yerevan's NASDAQ OMX stock ex- convert their dram savings into dol- mation Officer for the Glendale Police in educating the Armenian-American
change immediately after the Central|5rs, Lines of dollar buyers could be Department, Chahe Keuroghelian, Cur-community about the importance of
Bank of Armenia (CBA) decided t0 geen outside some Armenian banks'€nt Glendale City Council member conducting voter registration and urg-
limitits hard currency injectionsinthe ang currency exchange shops on Fri-Frank Quintero and former commis- ing every citizen to fulfill their civic
local market. day. “Dollars are not for sale in any Sioner of Design Review Board of the duty by voting on election day
Buying U.S. dollars was all but cyrrency shop,” one woman told RFE/ City of Glendale, Vartan Gharpetian, The Armenian Council of America
impossible in Yerevan starting last Fri- g| for the three City Council seats. -PAC is a non-partisan federally regis-
day in a further sign that the exchange “Everyone wants dollars, but we In the past few months, the ACA- tered political action committee dedi-
rate of the dram is no longer market- 4on't sell them,” complained one cur- PAC election endorsement sub com-cated to educating the Armenian-Ameri-
based. rency trader at a food supermarket inmittee, interviewed and carefully stud- can community in local political affairs,
Heavy intervention has prevented gowntown Yerevan. “It's a panic. | ied the agenda of the candidates foras well as actively pursuing Armenian-
the Armenian currency from depreci- have only $125 in cash right now. | City Counciland given their records as American participation in their respec-
ating againstthe dollar and other major;sed to have $20,000 at this time of thecOmMmunity leaders and their commit- tive local governments, to support politi-
currencies since the onset of the global ment to issues of great interest tocal candidates who share the values of
downturn last fall. Local opposition Continuedonpage4 Armenian-Americans ACA-PAC feels the Armenian American community.
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Congressman Adam Schiff Vows to Introduce Legacy of Discontent:

Armenian Genocide Bill Assessing the Impact of March 1st

WASHINGTON, DC -- Despite !
strong opposition from Turkey, Demo- f ; By Richard Giragosian

cratic Rep.Adam Schiff is vowing to Armenianow.com

introduce another bill blaming the Ot- 1- 1
toman Empire for the Armenian geno- &
cide of 1915.

Schiff said he would introduce
the bill later this month. He said he
believes President Obamawill supportit.

“He has a track record of sup-
porting the recognition of the geno-
cide,” said Schiff. “I am very hopeful
that he will support the bill.”

Schiff previously introduced the
billin the fall of 2007 and initially found
a lot of support for it. more distrusted than ever before.

Strong opposition from Turkish Since last March, itis increasingly
lobbying groups, former government ys Rep.Adam Schiff obvious that there is no way to return to [
officials, and the Bush administration the pre-election status quo. The political
helped derail the bill, with 21 legisla- ken in support of the bill while in the reality has moved on, making the parlia-
tors who agreed to support the legisla-Senate, and said on the campaign trailmentary and all other political institu- teristic of a healthy democracy. Within

As tragic and disturbing as were
the violence and deaths from March 1,
2008 for Armenia, the implications from
the day are much deeper and moreg
profound. :

Specifically, the implications on
Armenia from March 1st are two-fold.
First, March 1st revealed that the politi- [t
cal reality in the country has changed,|
irrevocably. Second, it also exposed the

tion changing course. It never made itthat he was in favor of the bill. tions less and less relevant, as they nsuch a closed political system, there is
out of the House of Representatives. The bill would first face the chal- longer reflect Armenia’s political land- no mechanism for expressing political
The Bush administration argued |enge of getting through the House andscape. discontent, a lack that exacerbates un-
that the bill would be extremely dam- Senate, something which Schiff said This changed political reality is derlying tensions. This means there can
aging to relations with Turkey, amajor was not guaranteed. also exacerbated by the fact that thebe no return to the pre-election status
military and political ally. “I'm not taking anything for Sarkisian government differs from all quo, as the Armenian people have ex-
Schiff noted that Obama had spo- granted,” Schiff said. previous Armenian governments in two pressed a new sense of civic empower-
crucial aspects: a lack of legitimacy and ment.
. a lack of popular support. These two Just as importantly, the impact of
Karabakh Mediators WantAnother major defici;)ieﬁcies cor?wpt))ine to deny the March 1stalso cpenters ())/n the reglity that
Armenian-Azeri Summit government of any real mandate to lead Armenian society has changed, whereby

Such internal weakness further exposegeople are no longer content to witness
YEREVAN -- Internationalmedia- Armenian counterpart Serzh Sarkisianthat the authorities are much more will- yet another round of flawed and fixed
tors expressed hope on Tuesday that thén less than a year. “Let us first presenting to intimidate the population than to elections. While frustration over the Feb-

presidents of Armenia and Azerbaijan our proposed dates for the meeting toserve the people. ruary 19, 2008 presidential election sim-
will meet again soon and make further the presidents so they can decide,” he mered, the real outrage erupted once the
progress towards the resolution of thesaid. A “crisis of confidence” Armenian authorities decided to forcibly
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. Aliev and Sarkisian most recently One year after March 1st, it is also disperse the unarmed demonstrators who

The U.S., Russian and French dip- met in Zurich, Switzerland in late Janu- clear that President Sarkisian has inherhad gathered for several weeks in a
lomats co-heading the OSCE Minsk ary. The mediators gave a positive as-ited a dangerous legacy of distrust andpeaceful and generally well-organized
Group spoke in Yerevan before pro- sessment of the talks in a subsequengliscontent, culminating in a crisis of public protest.
ceeding to Baku where they already heldstatement. They said they hope that theconfidence that has eroded trust in the But the roots of that anger and
talks with Azerbaijani President llham conflicting parties will finalize an agree- government and faces a further chal-frustration were not only in the politics
Aliev at the start of their latest round of menton the basic principles of a Karabakhlenge in the form of public demands for of selection over election or from being

regional shuttle diplomacy late last week. settlement proposed by them “in the change. denied any choice or voice in politics.
“We hope that the two presidents nearest future.” Ironically, for much of the last The eruption of public anger and outrage
can meet again in the coming months,” One possible occasion for the nextdecade, the Armenian population hadwas equally tied to years of widening

Bernard Fassier, the group’s French co-Aliev-Sarkisian encounter is a Europeanseemed to have grown accustomed talisparities in wealth and income, and a
chair, told a news conference. “This Union summit in Prague scheduled for flawed elections, economic inequality pronounced lack of economic opportu-
means we are going to Baku with posi-May 7. EU leaders are expected to for-and a lack of democratic governance.nity, or even hope for the future. And
tive feelings.” mally launch the bloc’s so-called East- Over time, the population became in- unlike other countries, the division be-
Fassier declined to specify pos- ern Partnership program of closer tiescreasingly disengaged from politics; a tween the small wealthy oligarchic elite
sible dates for what would be Aliev’s with six former Soviet republics, includ- pronounced general state of apathy tookand the much larger, much poorer gen-
fourth face-to-face meeting with his ing Armenia and Azerbaijan. hold in Armenia. From such widespread eral population is all too obvious, seen
apathy, and the related onset of publicevery day, every where and in every

. . mistrust, emerged the most significant way.
94th Anmversary Commemoration of the obstacles to meaningful political change This economic undercurrent of

Armenian Genocide to be Held At Times Square and economic development. The apathydiscontent is only increasing, especially
was sustained by the promise of a moreas the Armenian authorities are now

rosperous future. Most of the popula- facing the onset of the effects from the

NEW YORK -- For the 24th year, thousands of American-Armenians and

their supporters will gather in Times Square (Broadway between 43rd anfi 44H9n realized, however, that the mirage isglobal financial and economic crisis.

Streets) to commemorate the first genocide of the 20th Century - th ttainable for only the small, few and And although the record of economic

Armenian Genocide. To be held on Sunday, April 26, 2009 from 2-4 PM, thi orrupt. In other words, the overwhelm- reform in recent years has been fairly
historic event will pay tribute to the 1.5’ million :Armenians who vn’ereIng tendency was to share from theimpressive, it is not enough to save the

extinguished by the Young Turk Government of the Ottoman Empire Thg(_)”um system, not to change it.‘ But situation, as one_of the more neggti\_/e
Commemoration will also celebrate the survival of the Armenian people theW'th March 1st, there has been a vibrantaspects of Armenia’s economic reality is

rich heritage and their contributions. Speakers will include Armenian ang nor{_eawakenmg. wﬁergsrasde?/);racl)f z;?sn?)rfn:jcofgl?e\ivc:ih’it
Armenian political and civic leaders and students. This event is free anqd open . . . - y y -9
A lingering political crisis economic growth have resulted in an

to the public. . .
P Three crucial new developments uneven or partial sharing of wealth and

Media are invited to meet and interview Armenian Genocide Survjvor ) " . .
(ages 94-100) and Armenian Genocide Experts, Dr. Dennis R Papazifn anave contributed to a political crisis higher living standards among the over-

Sam Azadian on Sunday, March 29, 2009 at 2 PM at the New York Arm rliaanrecedented in Armenia’s recent his-all population. Moreover, widening dis-

tfory. In this way, the Armenian paritiesin wealth and income have only

Home, 13731 45th Avenue, Flushing, NY. For background information , o . . : o
arrange interviews contact: Linda Millman Guller, email: mgmarcom@aol. romJdovernment's most basic impediment led to a SEerious socloeconomic divide.
’ Stems from a distinctly new political There is also a geographic aspect

phone: 203-454-9800. . ) . . SRR
The 94th Commemoration is organized by the Mid-Atlantic chapte}s ofontext, insofar as the population hasof this socioeconomic divide, along
merged from years of apathy to voiceurban-rural lines and marked by an

Knights and Daughters of Vartan www.knightsofvartan.org, a U.S. fratprn h and strident d ds for ch ver-concentration of economic activ-
organization of Armenian-Americans, and co-sponsored by Armenian G¢ner ﬁs and strident demands for changeo o
is is, at least in part, rooted in the ity and opportunity in urban centers and

Benevolent Union www.agbu.org, Armenian National Committee of Amgrica

www.anca.org, Armenian Assembly of America www.aaainc.org, ArmeniagroPadue nature of the Armenian political the capital. This division has fostered

Democratic Liberal Party and Social Democratic Hunchagian Party. system, where dissent is seen as a direct i
threat to the state rather than as charac- Continued on page 3
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All-ASA Condemns Campaign Attacking
Armenian Studies

LOS ANGELES --The All-Armenian Students Association (All-ASA)
confederation of Armenian American college student organizations, hag
demned a recent smear campaign by an undisclosed group alleging a co
effort to falsify Armenian history within Armenian studies programs acros
us.
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“Auction of Souls” or “Memorial of Truth”

a
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Adopted with a unanimous vote on February 22, the resolution dep
the campaign’s efforts to “spread disinformation” by circulating an or
petition alleging Turkish government and CIA influence over Armenian Sty
and Armenian Studies’ professors in the United States.

“We, the Armenian Students’ Associations, call upon the public not
deceived by this campaign and to reject and repudiate the reprehgnsible
attempts to discredit professors and scholars,” the resolution said, adding that
history should be debated “among recognized historians within an acagdemic

o be

to Great Britain in December, 1919,

YEREVAN -- “Ravished Arme-
nia”, one of the first documentary and censured. After long lasting nego-
memoirs of an eyewitness of Arme- tiations the film was shown in Royal
nian Genocide was published in 1918,Albert Hall, by the permission of Scot-
in New York. In this book Arshaluys land Yard and played for three weeks.

(Aurora) Mardiganian, a girl from At the beginning of 1920s
Chmshkatsag, Armenian populated Mardiganian’s “Ravished Armenia”
town in the Ottoman Empire, gave a was censured and taken off the British
detailed account of the terrible experi- and American libraries.
ences she endured during the deporta-  For over eighty years film histo-
tions. At the age of fourteen Arshaluys fians have been searching the world
was beaten and tortured in harems offor the nine reels of Ravished Armenia
Turkish officials and Kurdish tribes- but failed to find any trace. The re-
men. maining reels of the rare nitrate based
The book “Ravished Armenia”’ film were lost. Some say the reels
was completed when American Com- presumably sunk with a ship on their
mittee for Armenian and Syrian Relief way to the port of Batoum, Georgia, or
offered to create a film based on thestolen by thieves. The full-length ver-
scenario of the book and all the profit, sion of the film, which lasting 85
which later on reached $30 million, minutes, unfortunately, hasn't been
would be given to 60.000 Armenian saved. With the efforts of Eduard
orphans in the Near East for relief Gozanlian, an Armenian from Argen-
purposes. In 1918, at Metro Goldwin tina, a 20 minute segment of the reel
Mayer studio, director Oscar Apfel was found in 1994. One copy of that
made “Auction of Souls” silent film, segment is kept in the funds of Arme-
which actually became not only the nian Genocide Museum-Institute. The
first movie on the Armenian genocide, film included English, French and Ar-
but also the first genocide movie ever menian subtitles for every scene. The
made. More than 10.000 Armenian list of the original subtitles for Rav-
residents of Southern California, in- ished Armenia is preserved in The
cluding 200 deported children, partici- Selig Collection atthe Margaret Herrick
pated in thescenes. Library of the Academy of Motion
The premiere of the “Auction of Picture Arts and Sciences. They are
Souls” was held on February 16, 1919,also reproduced in Anthony Slide’s
in Plaza Hotel, New York under the book“Ravished Armenia and the Story
auspices of Oliver Harriman and George0f Aurora Mardiganian”. This book
Vanderbilt, members of American was published by Scarecrow Press in
Committee for Armenian and Syrian 1997. Ittells the story of the making of
Relief. the film and reveals the young girl’s
The film was shown in large cities survival story.
of 23 U.S. states, in several countries of On the occasion of the 9@nni-
Latin America, including Mexico and Vversary of the “Ravished Armenia”,
Cuba. It was a sicess everywhere and the AGMI has issued a memorial post-
was estimated as “epoch-making film”. card and has created an on-line exhibi+

The “Auction of Souls” was taken tion at www.genocide-museum.am

Assessing the Impact of March 1st

Continued from page 2 centrated in the capital.

setting.”

The campaign “Against the Falsification of Armenian History,” is n
studentinitiative, the All-ASA said, “but rather the work of a self-appointed
self-immersed group, does not serve a scholastic purpose.”

Simultaneously with the online petition, the group had also producefl and
uploaded a series of videos on YouTube defaming Armenian Studies profgssors
with arguments “based on inaccurate information, personal attack$ and
character assassination,” the All-ASA said.

“We believe in the benefit of the overall Armenian people and a cam
as such creates conflict with minimal tangible results,” the resolution |said,
adding that the confederation will “firmly stand against this attempt at
compromising the work” of Armenian Studies Chairs in the United Statgs.

The All-ASA confederation provides a forum for participating indegen-
dent Armenian American colleges’ student groups through which these
organizations may facilitate cooperative initiatives and deliberate on issues
faced by the Armenian college student community.

Dt a
and

haign

Resolution In regards to the campaign and the petition being
circulated against the Armenian Studies Chairs in the United States

Whereas, we believe in the benefit of the overall Armenian people
campaign as such creates conflict with minimal tangible results,

Whereas, a campaign based on inaccurate information, personal gttacks
and character assassination does not serve a scholastic purpose,

Whereas, we believe this campaign is not a student initiative as clajmed,
but rather the work of a self-appointed and self-immersed group,

Whereas, the campaign spreads disinformation to individuals urgged to
sign an on-line petition alleging Turkish government and CIA influence pver
Armenian Studies and Armenian Studies professors in the United Statef,

Be it resolved that we, the Armenian Students’ Associations;

1. Firmly stand against this attempt at compromising the work
positions of the Armenian Studies and Armenian Studies Chairs.

2. Deplore the current campaign of defamation of professors of Arme-
nian Studies.

3. Encourage debate among recognized historians within an aca
setting.

4. Call upon the public not to be deceived by this campaign and to
and repudiate the reprehensible attempts to discredit professors and sq

and a

and

Hemic

reject
holars.

—n

Standing in solidarity the Armenian Students’ Associations (ASA) g

Cal Poly Pomona CPP

Cal State University Northridge CSUN
Glendale Community College GCC

Los Angeles Valley College LAVC
Loyola Marymount University LMU
Pasadena Community College PCC
Shant Students’ Association SSA
University of California — Berkeley uCB
University of California — Irvine UCI
University of California — Los Angeles UCLA

& Armenian Graduate Students’ Association UCLAAGSA
University of California — Riverside UCR
University of California — San Diego UCSD
University of California — Santa Barbara UCSB
University of Southern California uscC
Woodbury University Woodbury

more pronounced regional and rural
income inequalities and has been exac-

Armenia’s political polarization

both externally and domestically, seemscountry. Yetitis disabled by its weakness
Over the past year, Armenia has to be running short of utility. Crippled by and undermined by a lack of legitimacy

erbated by a wide variance in quality alsowitnessed awidening polarization in a lack of popular support and hindered byand an absence of any real popular man-
and access of essential public servicegolitics, defined by a newly united politi- a record of tainted elections, the Arme- date. This not only calls into question the
such as health, education and othercal opposition and an increasingly un- nian authorities have used economicauthority of the state, but also seriously

social services.

popular government, and worsened bygrowth to obscure its lack of a mandateerodes the government’s capacity toimple-

The infrastructural divide between the socio-economic divide between ato govern. But the combination of struc- mentthe difficult policies needed to satisfy
regions and urban centers has also ensmall wealthy ruling elite and a much tural fragility, entrenched corruption and mounting demands for change and expec-
couraged greater migration to urban capi-larger population inhibited by limited incomplete reform is now posing a threattations for reform. Thus, as the political
tals from the countries’ outlying rural economic opportunity and even lessto the economic system itself, question-crisis remains far from resolved and is

areas. This geographic rural-urban di-political power.
vide is also reflected in the course of
political development and democratiza- reliance on a record of statistical eco-

ing whether it can sustain itself in the facelikely only to continue, there is still a very
But the government’s traditional of mounting challenges.

real chance for a potentially unprecedented
The Armenian government must period of change, possibly marking the last

tion, as power is overwhelmingly con- nomic growth as a source for legitimacy, now learn to govern — not just rule — the page of this chapter of Armenian politics.
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Armenians in Mass Rally to Mark First Anniversary U.S. SlamsArmenian Crackdown
of March 2008 Deadly Clashes

Continued from page 1 against them either go unpunished or

Continued frompage 1 when Ter-Petrosian uttered the words they received milder punishment than
“uprising” and “revolution.” He drew curity forces elsewhere in the city Ter-Petrosian’s supporters,” it said.

In a 45-minute speech at the only tepid applause from them after center later in the day, resulting in the The State Department went on to
Matenadaran rally, Ter-Petrosian againfinishing the speech. imposition of a three-week state of deplore widespread police brutality,
blamed the authorities for the blood- Ter-Petrosian acknowledged that emergency in the Armenian capital. =~ which local and Western human rights

shed. “For a whole year the authorities many of his supporters are craving for “Many ofthe individuals arrested organization have long regarded as the

have done nothing to identify those arepeat of the post-election rallies andin connection with the March 1 events most common form of human rights
primarily responsible for the crime — assured them that he is ready to takevere detained on seemingly artificial abuses in Armenia. “Police beat pre-

the murderers, shooters, shop looters'decisive actions” when the situation or politically motivated charges,” the trial detainees and failed to provide due
: State Department said. “Authorities process in some cases,” it said. “The

justified the arrests as necessary toNational Security Service (NSS) and
prevent attempts to initiate mass disor-the national police force acted with
ders and usurp power Dby impunity for alleged human rights
extraconstitutional means. In the ma- abuses. Authorities engaged in arbi-
jority of cases, persons were releasedrary arrest and detention.”
without charge after several hours’ The report also denounced an
detention.” effective government ban on opposi-
The State Department called the tion demonstrations that was imposed
Armenian presidential vote “signifi- following the March 1 events and was
cantly flawed.” “Problems included eased in June 2008. “In practice, how-
favorable treatment of the ever, authorities continued to severely
government’s candidate, instances ofrestrict freedom of assembly through
ballot stuffing, vote-buying, multiple an arbitrary interpretation of the new
voting, voter intimidation, violence law and denied approximately 100 op-
against and intimidation of opposition position applications to hold rallies at
commission members, proxies andrequested venues from March through
reporters, restriction of their civil and the end of the year,” it said.
political rights, and suspiciously high The report further accused the
Opposition supporters shout slogans during arally in central Yerevan turnout figures,” it said. authorities of imposing “severe” re-
The report pointed out that only strictions on press freedom and noted
— because all of them are their people,”becomes “much more favorable” for Ter-Petrosian supporters were pros-increased instances of violence against
he charged. “Quite the opposite. Theythe opposition. “When conditions are ecuted and jailed for violent incidents Armenian journalists. “During the
have saved no effort to cover up theirripe, the Congress will not hesitate to reported before and during the elec-postelection protests, reporters were

crimes.” exercise that right,” he said. tion. “Most progovernment support- subjected to widespread harassment
“The authorities have drawn no The HAK leader went onto claim ers and proxies saw similar chargesand intimidation,” it said.

lessons from the March 1 tragedy andthat Sarkisian and his four-party gov- ) . .

have taken no steps to establish de€rning coalition “will destroy them- Armenia, Turkey Close To Normalizing Ties

mocracy and the rule of law as well as selves” in the next few months after _ _ _
to improve the domestic political at- failing to preventa“drastic fallinliving Continuedfrompage1 be launched against the organizers of
mosphere,” he said. standards” which he said will result _ _ the Internet petition, which was
It was the first opposition rally from the global economic crisis. “| am Saying ‘if you pass this resolution, we launched on December 15, and the
since a moratorium on anti-govern- deeply convinced that the country is Will do this and that.” Honestly, we are subsequent 29,000 signatories, Turk-
ment street protests in the capital de-simply descending into an abyss,” hetelling them [the Americans] about the ish media reported. Thf petition states
clared by Ter-Petrosian and his Arme- said, predicting an impending collapse current situation in the South thatsignatories regret “that we remain
nian National Congress (HAK) on Oc- of the Armenian dram, skyrocketing Caucasus.” ~indifferent to the Great Catastrophe
tober 17. Some HAK supporters hoped unemployment, price hikes, massive In arelated development, a Turkish that Ottoman Armenians endured...

that it will mark the start of a fresh cutsin government spending and othercourt ruled Monday that criminal pro- and that we deny,” and offers apolo-
opposition push for power similar to catastrophic socioeconomic conse-ceedings could be launched against thegies. It has been signed by more than
the massive non-stop rallies held in quences. authors and signatories of a petition that29,000 people, among themintellectu-

Liberty Square in the wake of the “Thousands of shops and other apologizes to Armenians for the 1915 als and artists. _
February 2008 presidential election. services firms will shut down,” claimed Massacres. The decision by the courtin A probe was launched in January
Ter-Petrosian made clear on Sun-Ter-Petrosian. “The class of small and Sincan, on the outskirts of Ankara, re- after several Ankara residents filed a
day that he is now against attempts tomedium-sized entrepreneurs will effec- Peals a January 26 ruling by the prosecucomplaint asking for those involved
effect “immediate regime change” and tively cease to exist. That will lead to a tor general that bringing charges would with the petition to be punished for
favors instead a “prolonged struggle” re-distribution of property and its con- impinge on freedom of speech laws, the"openly denigrating the Turkish na-
with the Sarkisian administration. “The centration in the hands of monopolists.” Anatolia news agency said. tion”, an offence that carries two years

old-fashioned ideas of revolution or “The current crisis will most Criminal proceedings can now In prison.

uprising must be finally driven out of probably be more severe and more ]

oEr co?mtry's political agenda,” he difficult to overcome than even the U.S. Dollar In Short Supply In Armenia

said. “As long as that hasn't happened,crisis of the early 1990s, which oc- _

Armenia can have no chance of be-curred in a healthy global economic Continuedfrompage 1 loans for Armenia. He said the Arme-

coming a rule-of-law and democratic environment,” he added, referring to nian authorities will be able to draw

state. History knows virtually no revo- the first years of his presidency that day.” $239 million of the funds, repayable in

lutions that engendered democracy andsaw Armenia’s Gross Domestic Prod- “People would buy even as little 28 months, immediately after board

welfare.” uct shrink by more than half amid the as $20,” said another deal. “They areapproval expected later this week.
“Any regime change must take bloody warsin Nagorno-Karabakh and panicking. The banks have not sold The dollar bought 360 drams and

place through solely constitutional elsewhere in the region. dollars in the last two days.” sold for 380 drams in currency ex-

means. Namely, by means of legal Ter-Petrosian and his opposition “People are panicking,” con- change shops across Yerevan on Tues-

elections, which is the only guarantee allies have repeatedly stated that theyfirmed a branch manager at the day evening. The wide buy-sell margin
of establishing a democratic state. Andare ready to negotiate with the govern-Ardshininvest bank, one of the largest reflected mounting uncertainty about
we will achieve such legal elections,” ment on ways of easing political ten- in Armenia. He claimed that people canthe dram’s future value and broader
added the former president. sions in the country if the authorities buy dollars at the bank unless they market trends.
The remarks clearly did not strike release all “political prisoners” arrested want large sums. Petrol prices in the Armenian

a chord with sections of the crowd following the February 2008 presiden- As the Central Bank announced capital soared by approximately 20
that burst into “Now! Now!” chants tial election. the decisions, the IMF's managing percent, and the country’s largest food
director, Dominique Strauss-Kahn, is- retailer closed its supermarkets for
sued a statement saying that he haswo hours in the afternoon, citing the

AYAVAYAVAYA HayaStan I nfo net asked the fund’s Executive Board to sudden drop in the dram’s exchange

approve $540 million in “stand-by” rate.
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JANSEZIAN LAW FIRM, PC
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BANKRUPTCY-p
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If you're facing overwhelming debts, bankruptcy

laws may eliminate all your debts permanently!

225 South Lake Avenue, Third Floor, Pasadena, California 91101

Call Now for a FREE Consultation: 626-432-7209

MNazareth V. Jansezrian, Eng.
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