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UN Report Warns Of ‘New Wave’ Of

Emigration From Armenia

Solidarity Rally in Front of NKR

Representation in Yerevan

One-Quarter of the Population Have Left the Country

YEREVAN -- Armenia will face  effects on Armenia’s development pro-
“a new wave of emigration” unless its cesses.”
government does more to improve the Those include decreased birth j&
socioeconomic situation and boost theand marriage rates, a brain drain and
rule of law in the country, the United other, “moral-psychological” conse-
Nations Development Program quences. People thinking about finding
(UNDP) warned on Tuesday. employment abroad are “less likely to

In an annual report, the UNDP struggle for the country’s develop- [
called for wide-ranging government mentor againstinjustice and violations
measures, including democratic re-of law” and “more tolerant of negative
form, that would “considerably re- phenomena, passive and too focusedim
duce the motivation of Armenia’s popu- on just consumption,” says the 170-
lation to leave the country.” page report.

At least 700,000 Armenians, or The report at the same time ac-
about one-quarter of the country’s knowledges economic benefits of the
population, are believed to have emi- phenomenon, pointing to multimillion-
grated to Russia and other countriesdollar cash remittances sent home b
since the break-up of the Soviet Union hundreds of thousands of Armenian

YEREVAN -- On May 8, repre-
and the resulting turmoil in the region. migrant workers mainly based in Rus- sentatives of the Social-Democratic be part of Azerbaijan.

that Nagorno-Karabakh cannot ever

The economically driven migration sia, Europe and the United States. Ac-Party Hunchakian Party held a solidar- “Azerbaijan cannot capture
slowed significantly in the 1990s as cording to the Armenian Central Bank, ity rally in front of the Representation Nagorno-Karabakh by force either, no
the Armenian economy began recov-their non-commercial cash transfersof the Nagorno-Karabakh Republic matter how much they speak about it.
ering from its post-Soviet slump. totaled $1.12 billion lastyear. The sum (NKR) in Yerevan. If Azerbaijan were ready, they would
The problem is the main focus of was equivalent to almost 13 percent of The SDHP members handed anot hesitate a moment,” he said.
the UNDP’s latest “human develop- the country’s Gross Domestic Prod- congratulatory message to NKR Rep- According to him, the Nagorno-
ment report” on Armenia drawn up by uct. resentative Karlen Avetisyan on occa- Karabakh conflict will not be resolved
local migration experts. They listed sion of the 18th anniversary of libera- until Azerbaijan give up its aggressive
and analyzed its “significant negative tion of Shushi. policy. “For long-lasting peace we can

. . Press Secretary of the party Narekand must agree to compromise. But it
ACA-PAC Endorses California State

Galstyan, party member in RA parlia- must be a worthy compromise, not
Assembly Candidate Mike Gatto ment Vardan Khachatryan and ‘everything to Azerbaijan.” We too
|' L]
|

Continued on page 4

Chaifman Gevorg Perkuperkyan de- have problems, refugees and occupied
livered speeches. territories. They are problems to be

Talking to the participants in the resolved by means of compromise,”
action, Karlen Avetisyan pointed out the NKR Representative said.

Armenia Marks Soviet Victory In WW2

YEREVAN/MOSCOW --Tensof and key NATO states, including United
thousands of people walked to a World States, Great Britain and France.
War Two memorial in Yerevan on At least 320,000 residents of Ar-
Sunday as Armenia marked the 65thmenia, then a republic of less than 1
anniversary of Soviet victory over Nazi million people, were drafted to the
Germany which had taken a heavy toll Soviet army during the bloodiest war
on its population. in the history of humankind. The total

More than a hundred Armenian number of its Soviet Armenian partici-
soldiers, meanwhile, marched throughpants is estimated at more than 500,000.
Moscow’s Red Square with troops
from Russia, other ex-Soviet republics

Continued on page 2

Rep. Schiff Launches the Armenian Genocide

GLENDALE, CA-- The Arme-
nian Council of America PAC has an-

of concern to our community."

A native of the 43rd Assembly
nounced its official endorsement of District, Mike Gatto earned a Juris
the 43rd Assembly District candidate Doctorate while attending Loyola Law

Congressional Record Campaign

WASHINGTON, DC -- Rep. genocide. The Congressman will then
Mike Gatto. school in the evenings and joined Los Adam Schiff (D-CA) has launched an make these accounts a part of the
"It is with great pleasure that we Angeles' oldest law firm upon gradua- effort to parallel H. Res. 252, the Con- Congressional Record -- the nation's
are announcing our support for Mike tion. Since then, he has volunteered hisgressional resolution he introduced toenduring record of proceedings before
Gatto for the June 8 State Assemblytime and legal services to low income recognize and commemorate the Ar-Congress.
race," said Jirair Guiragossian, Boardfamilies, seniors, defrauded consum-menian Genocide, by calling on survi- “Let us fill the Congressional
Member of the Armenian Council of ers and at risk youth. As an advocatevors of the genocide carried out by theRecord with the personal histories of
America Political Action Committee. for public safety, he has represented aOttoman Empire from 1915 to 1923, those who survived the genocide and
"His background in public service, in- number of organizations and schoolsas well as their family members and their families,” Rep. Schiff said. “While
volvement with civic organizations and and has been an active member in nondescendants, to submit their storiesthere are still some survivors left, we
objectives for the district prove that is profit organizations aimed at beautify- and memories for inclusion into the can use the official record of the Con-
the most qualifying candidate for this ing the community. Congressional Record. gress to document the first genocide
seat and we are confident that through “l am honored to have the sup- Survivors of the genocide and of the last century. This can become
his policies, ideals and work ethic he portofthe ACA, and | will look tothem their families from throughout the animportant resource for historians, a
will work closely with the Armenian for advice on how to represent one of country are encouraged to send Con-vital part of our nation's archives, and
American community ensuring that our gressman Schiff the story of what

voices will be heard on various issues Continuedonpage4 happened to their family during the Continued on page 2
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Vahan Shirkhanyan:
We would not have Artsakh if not the

liberation of Shoushi

YEREVAN -- Member of the Cen-
tral Board of the Social Democratic
Hunchakian Party and former RA
Deputy Defense Minister Vahan
Shirkhanyan assured "Al+" that the
situation in 1992 was such that first
RA President Levon Ter-Petrosian sim-
ply had to be aware of any military
operation.

He first referred to the liberation
of Shushi. Every year, news spreads
that the first RA President was not in
Armenia on the day of Shushi's libera-
tion and Shushi's liberation came as a
surprise to him.

On May 8, 1992, Levon Ter-
Petrosian was on an official visit to

MAY 15, 2010

Greg Krikorian Elected As President of the
Glendale Board of Education

GLENDALE -- On April 20"Greg
Krikorian was elected to serve as presi-
dent of the Glendale Board of Educa-
tion for the 2010-2011 year. This is
Krikorian’s third term as President of
the School Board. Krikorian rotates
into the President position at a time
when he and his colleagues face one o
the most difficult budget crises in de-
cades for the state of California. “I'm
honored to be part of a strong team to
address the needs of our students an
staff. We have look for every oppor-
tunity to save jobs and protect pro-
grams for our students,” Krikorian
stated.

The Glendale Unified School Dis-
trict, setinthe foothills of La Crescenta, trict has numerous programs and ser-

Iran and, according to Shirkhanyan, taking Robert Kocharyan's name outMONtrose and the city of Glendale, is vices that support the history and lan-
Ter-Petrosian took a diplomatic and of the list of RA Presidents as ©N€ ©of the largest school districts in guage for the Armenian American com-

rational step. Shirkhanyan refused toKyrgyzstan did.
speak in more detail, mentioning that it

"Robert Kocharyan is the one

Los Angeles County. More specifi- munity. Such as Armenian Language
cally, the district is comprised of 31 electives offered at their high schools,

would be better if Ter-Petrosyan talked who cause irreversible damage to thisS¢00!S and over 2,620 employees,Armenian Genocide workshop train-

about that himself.

Shoushi was not liberated,” ex-De- old"A1+".

~country. We must erase Robert
“We would not have Artsakh if Kocharyan's name,” Mr. Shirkhanyan

serving 27,000 students in grades Kin-ing for their teachers, text book adop-
dergarten through 1%2grade. tion that incorporates the Armenian
“We have all of our confidence in Genocide. The district also launched

fense Minister of Armenia, member of As far as Turkish-Armenian rela- Mr- Krikorian's leadership and his abil-  the first Armenian Language Heritage
the Central Board of the Social Demo- tions are concerned, Shirkhanyan islty t(_') t!’“nk out of the box for our program geared to elementary stu-
cratic Hunchakian Party Vahan pleased to see that at least the ratificad!SICl!" ~ stated Mrs. Mary Boger, dents with a dual language program at
Shirkhanyan told a press conferencetion of Protocols was suspended. He'MMediate past president of the BoardJefferson Elementary school, Also, the
today. finds that Armenia must discuss the °f Education. “Greg has the experi- district is closed on January’ &rme-

“There is no other city in Eastern issue of conflict with Turkey and not ©N¢€ and the knowledge of the innernian Christmas. These are just a few
Armenia that would be more Armenian relations. According to him, Armenia WOrkings of State’s public education of the measures instilled by the School
than Shoushi. It's a unique museum,is in a conflict with Turkey. The con- SYSt€M and mostimportantly he will be District to acknowledge the Armenian
where every stone, every house andfict began during the years of the a true advocate for our students, fami-community.

every streetis enveloped with the spirit Ottoman Empire and in 1988, Turkey €S and staff,” added Mrs. Boger.

nan ~overtly participated in the Armenian-
“This city should never again Azeri conflict with funding, generals,

of Armenian history,” he said.

belong to Turks or Azeris. It's a sym- grms and blockaded Armenia.

“Our state and nation are faced
The Glendale Unified School with one of the worst economic crisis
District’s student population includes in decades and the lack of adequate
10,000 students who are of Armenianfunding for public education is a dis-
decent, the largest enroliment of Ameri- service to our students and teachers. |

bol of Armenians on the territory of The former deputy minister be- ! .
Eastern Armenia,” Vahan Shirkhanyan |ieves that the international community S21-Armenian students outside of Ar-Jook forward to the challenges ahead

Shirkhanyan touched upon a Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. and he is true mentor to not only the and look for new revenue for our
statement made by one of the mem- "If we are placing the issue of Armenian youth but the entire student schools,” Stated Krikorian  “l am
bers of the ARF who had said, "If normalizing relations with Turkey, we population in our district” states Atina humbled by the confidence in my col-
Levon was smart, he would seize must tell Turkey to dislocate forces Manvelian, student board member. —leagues to serve as president of tffe 3
Nakhichevan." from Nakhichevan, recognize the Ar- The Glendale unified school dis- |argestdistrictin Los Angeles County.”

According to Shirkhanyan, aper- menian Genocide, accept the fact that
son with brains would understand that it deprived Armenians of their home-
Armenia entering Nakhichevan and an|and, dislocate forces from Cyprus
ungovernable detachment entering theand normalize relations with Kurds in
territory are totally different. "If the |raq. Only after that may we believe in Continued from page 1
government did that, Armenia could the Turks. They say one thing and do

not take that." something else,"”
Instead, Shirkhanyan suggests Shirkhanyan.

Rep. Schiff Launches the Armenian Genocide
Congressional Record Campaign

On April 22, Rep. Schiff sent a
letter to President Obama, again urg-
said Vahan @ part of the continuing effort to edu- ijng him to properly characterize the
cate Members of Congress as we movemurder of 1.5 million Armenian men,
forward with the genocide resolution.” women and children as “genocide” in

While the Armenian Genocide has his statement marking the April 24
been recognized by more than 20 na-anniversary of the start of the geno-
tionsincluding Canada, Italy, Sweden, cide.

France, Argentina and Russia, as well Family's story could be sent to
as the European Parliament, it has not\iary Hovagimian in the Congressman's
| been formally recognized by the U.S. pasadena office. She can be reached
Congress in decades. at mary.hovagimian@mail.house.gov.

Armenia Marks Soviet Victory In WW2

Continued frompage 1

Only just over half o
them returned homie
alive.

The overall num; &%
ber of Soviet citizen | 'l .
killed in the war totaled ./ J-"
a staggering 26 million.
More than 8.5 million o
them were soldiers. T
number of surviving wa
veterans has shrunkra
idly in the past few degg

missions in Yerevan laid flowers by from several other ex-Soviet nations,
the fire in the morning. Scores of including Armenia, as well as the United
ordinary Armenians did so throughout States, Britain and France, Moscow’s
the day. WWII allies. In a moment of great

Meanwhile in Moscow, the vic- symbolism, an Armenian army com-
tory anniversary celebrations culmi- pany that goose-stepped in the vast
nated by the biggest military parade square was led by a grandson of Sergei
since the break-up of the Soviet UnionKhudyakov  (born  Armenak
staged on Red Square. Khanferiants), a Soviet Air Force mar-
: “Sixty-five years ago, Nazism shalwho played aprominentroleinthe
cades. £ was defeated and a machine that wasvar.

Only about 3,700 exterminating whole peoples was Khudyakov, Marshal Hamazasp
veterans remain alive in Armenia atthe decorating their chests, the silently halted,” Russian President Dmitry Babajanian and Admiral lvan Isakov
moment. Hundreds of them were atfiled past the eternal fire of the war Medvedev said in a speech preceding(born Hovannes Ter-Isahakian) famous
the center of rare public attention on memorial to pay their respects to their the impressive display of his country’s Armenian commander, Marshal Ivan
Sunday in Yerevan’s Victory Park, the fallen comrades. military might. “There was one choice Baghramian are all buried in Moscow
main venue of V-Day celebrations in Government officials as well as — either victory or to become slaves.” as war heroes.
the country. With wartime medals representatives of foreign diplomatic The parade also featured troops
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AAMSC 25™ Anniversary Celebration Gala Raises a Record $175,000
for Juvenile Diabetes Project in Armenia

in from New Jersey just for this event. the AAMSC has his “gratitude for out-
Dr. Sepilian continued by ex- standing efforts.” Congressman Adam
pressing the notable accomplishmentsgchiff of California’s 29' District
of each of the AAMSC’s Founding stated that AAMSC's “tireless efforts
Fathers, Drs. Misak Barsamian, Artin are admirable and offer a ray of hope to
Sagherian (deceased) and Jearpepplein need of medical attention and
Momdijian, as well as AAMSC's Past sypport.” Further congratulatory
Presidents, Drs. T. Gregory Kirianoff, \yishes toward AAMSC and its Found-
Bedros H. Kojian, Silva Karchikian, jhg Fathers & Past Presidents were
Misak H. Abdulian, David G. Davtyan, given by L.A. County District Attor-
Armen J. Cherik, Boris Bagdasarian pney, Steve Cooley; L.A. County Su-
and Varoosh Alaverdian. Dr. Sepilian pervisor Michael D. Antonovich; and

emphasized the significance of this cjty of L.A. Councilmember, Paul
evening’s proceeds toward the AAMSC krekorian.

Juvenile Diabetes Project in Armenia, The program was followed by

which was created under the leader-announcing the establishment of the
ship of Dr. Silva Karchikian, sustained Norick Bogossian Scholarship Fund,
through Dr. Mark Nazarian and sup- j, memory of Dr. Norick Bogossian—
ported by Dr. Sam Malayan, as well asrenowned plastic and reconstructive
AAMSC Members and Supporters. Dr. syrgeon who believed that “Education
Sepilian congratulated the honoreespiorleers a prosperous future.”
GLENDALE -- On Saturday May Western Prelacy of the Armenian Ap- and their loved ones for their “monu- The program continued with din-
1%t 2010, the Armenian American Medi- ostolic Church of America. Then, the mental sacrifices and achievements”ner and special performances by Ara
cal Society of California (AAMSC) AAMSC’s current president, Dr. in their vision, leadership and dedi- martirosyan and Jivan Gasparyan Jr.
hosted its 28 Anniversary Gala atthe Vicken Sepilian, was introduced. Dr. cated service to improving healthcare gportly thereafter, a Tribute to the
Glendale Hilton, with all proceeds ben- Sepilian began by first welcoming the in Armenia and the Diaspora. Founding Fathers and Past Presidents
efiting its Juvenile Diabetes Project in AAMSC Dignitaries, Founders, Past Commendations to the AAMSC \y55 presented by Dr. Vicken Sepilian.
Armenia. With over 600 guests in Presidents, Members, Sponsors, SupWere also given from notable State The honorees’ speeches all consis-
attendance, the AAMSC successfully porters and Guests. The DignitariesL.eaders, expressed through formal let-tently praised the achievements and
raised $175,000. Ith services in Arme- present were State Senator Carol Liu,ters of introduction. A California progression of the AAMSC over the
nia. Congresswoman Judy Chu, Adam Senate Resolution was presented toyast 25 years, through their growth in
The evening’s festivities began Schiff's Representative Mary AAMSC by Senator Joe Simitian and a membership, initiatives and continued
with a cocktail reception and a silent Hovaguimian, Michael Antonovich’s California State Commendation was commitment to improve the lives in
auction that raised over $10,000. Representative Rita Hadjimanoukian, Presented by Congresswoman Judyarmenia and the Diaspora. Dr.
The program commenced with Sherriff of LA County Lee Baca, and Chu. California Governor, Arnold \omdjian stated that he is “proud to
an invocation presided by both the four-time former Glendale Mayor Larry Schwarzenegger, stated that he issee how the AAMSC has been a driv-
Western Diocese of the Armenian Zarian. In addition, the President of “Proud of the AAMSC for their gener-
Church of North America and the AAHPO, Dr. Lawrence Najarian, flew ©sity and compassion to others”; and

Haigazian University of Lebanon Inaugurates Its New Heritage Building

i President of the Unio
| L # ofthe Armenian Evan-

Haigazian faculty
staff and students.
The HU Board o
Trustees, twelve df
whom came with theif =
spouses from the USA,
BEIRUT, LEBANON --On April  University now possesses two build- were among the disti
29, 2010, Haigazian University held ings of Lebanese architectural heritageguished guests at t
the inaugural ceremony of the Heritage as classified by the Ministry of Cul- inauguration, which co
Building as a proud culmination of five ture. incided with the annug
years of fundraising, planning, con- This grand event was conducted HU Board of Trustee
struction and hard work. under the High Patronage of the Presi-meeting in Beirut tha
This building, whose construc- dent of the Council of Ministers, H.E. took place from Apri
tion notably took three years of dedi- Mr. Saad Hariri, represented by the 30 to May 1.
cated effort that preserved the Leba-Minister of Culture, Mr. Salim Wardé. Following a mu-{is
nese architectural heritage of the exte-Also in attendance at this impressive sical prelude of clag
rior, will serve a dual administrative occasion were Minister of State Jeansical pieces skillfull
and academic purpose with its 6 floors, Oghasabian, members of Parliamentperformed by four Haigazian Univer- Hrair S. Aharonian brought his greet-
including offices as well as class- Walid Joumblat, Hagop Pakradounian, sity students, the official ceremony ings fromthe AMAA, as one of the two
rooms. Tamam Salam, Arthur Nazarian, Sergekicked off with a live performance of main sponsors of the project. Aharonian
The Heritage Building originally Toursarkissian, and Shant Chinchinian.the national anthem presented by Nareshared experiences about his child-
built around 1930 does not only serve Representatives of the CommandersHavatian, Karoun Bardakjian, Talar hood in this neighborhood, adding that
as avaluable addition to an educationalof the Army, General Security and Mandoyan and Sarine Karajian. the Heritage Building has “never looked
institution, but also stands as an effortIinternal Security were also present, in The introduction and welcoming as beautiful as it does today.”
by Haigazian University to preserve addition to the Armenian Ambassador address was given by Dr. Ani Darakjian A congratulatory note was then
the Lebanese cultural heritage in gen-to Lebanon, Mr. Ashod Kotcharian, and Rev. Meguerdich Karageozian of- given by Mr. Walid Joumblat, Member
eral and of the traditional and presti- President of the Supreme Council of fered the Prayer of Dedication. of Parliament, who was introduced as
gious neighborhood of Kantari in par- the Evangelical Community in Syria President of the Armenian Mis-
ticular. With this addition, Haigazian and Lebanon, Rev. Salim Sahyouni, sionary Association of America, Dr.
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Prof. Vahram Shemmassian to Lecture at AAMSC 25" Anniversary Celebration

NAASR on Humanitarian Role of Allepo Continued from page 3 gives her “heartfelt gratitude” for
AAMSC's vision and believes that

ing force toward advancing humani- through “vision, passion, integrity and

BELMONT -- Dr. Vahram though the Refugees Committee re_tarlan|n|t|at|ves.”Dr. Barsamian stated dedication, we can grow and adapt to

Shemmassian will give a lecture en- mained active at least through early that the “AIAMSC ha:js SChie(\j/e(,i, and me(tet the hch:;:llenges 0f||t2§ S2(:31”
titted “Humanitarian Intervention by 1917, the paucity of sources does not"0Wn INn [€aps an “oun s.” Dr. cehr?lur()j/..'.s € odp?s ;}Ne a ity \g
the Armenian Prelacy of Aleppo during allow for a fuller investigation of the Alaverdian was notably “proud of the while doing good to humanity.” Dr.

the First Months of the Armenian Geno- entire period. On the other hand, two Continued success of the Juvenile Dia-Davtyan is pleased that many bright
cide,” on Thursday, May 20, at 8:00 extant files in the Prelacy archives betes Project.” Dr. Bagdasarian com-and young professionals are joining

p.m., at the National Association for enable us to focus on the months ofmends AAMSC's “exponential and eager to see the amazing projects

Armenian Studies and ResearchMay, June, and July 1915 with consid- 9rowth.” Dr. Abdulian believes for the next 25 years.

(NAASR) Center, 395 Concord Ave., erable detail, although certain points “AAMSCiS cam?raderie is_exception- Dr. Armen Cherik, “on a special
Belmont, MA 02478. continue to remain moot. ally admirable.” Dr. Cherik believes note, made a toast for “a prosperous

In 1915, the city of Aleppo in Five areas of interest will be dealt that “the Armenian community will -Armenia, continued success for the

northern Syria constituted the main with: first, the formation of the Refugees continue to play a critics%,l role in Lhe ?AMSC’ atr_ld f(iLDrA'X,'\;g%n FSepll(ljan
funnel through which thousands of Committee; second, the arrival of health care system.” Jonathanfor respecting the ounders

Armenian deportees from across thedeportees in and their relocation from Sagherian, son of Dr. Artin Sagherifan and dPast Presmitenr:_s qufli a/s a ;?n/
Ottoman Empire filtered on their forced Aleppo; third, fund raising, relief, and (deceased), thanked the AAMSC for grandson respects his father/grandfa-

inoti i . this recognition on his father’s behalf, ther.”
marches to extinction by genocidal other accommodations; fourth, the ex- ) X . . . ,
design. During their transitional so- tension of succor to the outlying dis- Stating that his father “served with This year's AAMSC Gala Com-

journ or, in the case of the more tricts; fifth, a viability report. Sevhqt|on for h's medical p”rgcul((:e.gnd rg:tte'a ilrnecilltljgeg:a[r:' ;/rlfgr?n EI(;Z'::]&}E’
fortunate ones, permanent stay in that Dr. Vahram Shemmassian is As- 10 his Armenian a:jnces;ry. . hr.' (;pan K ' ibarian. Raffi Kp di Angela
metropolis, the outcasts received hu-sociate Professor of Armenian and thanks the Founders for “their fore- Keyribarian, Raffi Kendirjian, Ang

manitarian assistance, albeit often with Director of the Armenian Studies Pro- S'Qh_t In Seeing the |mportance' of es-Pa}r.seghlan,. Sandy .Bedr05|an, Naz
difficulty and clandestinely, from sev- gram at California State University, tabhls_hmg A’A_‘MSC a_nd Dr. Vicken Atlklan,_Arpl Kest(_enlan, G_erard V.
eral corners including the U.S. Consu- Northridge. He holds a Ph.D. from SePilian for his commitment to uphold Kassabian, Tatevik Ekezian, Vany
late and Swiss missionaries. Similarly, UCLA and wrote a dissertation entitled AAMSC'’s mission.” Dr. Karchikian  Cherik and Ramella Markarian.

the Armenian Prelacy of Aleppo played “The Armenian Villagers of Musa Dagh:
a pivotal role in alleviating the misery A Historical-Ethnographic Study,

Prelacy During the Armenian Genocide

of incoming deportees during the tur- 1840-1915.” Haigazian University Inaugurates New Building

bulent years of World War | and be- More information about Conti ) . o

yond. Shemmassian’s lecture or NAASR and Continuedfrompages3 ~ Dr. Ani Darakjian then invited Mr.
This talk will shed light on the its programs for the furtherance of Ar- Salim Wardé, Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian,

humanitarian mission embarked uponmenian studies, research, and publica neighbor of HU. Joumblat praised the Rev. Meguerdich Karageozian and Dr.
by a special instrument of the Prelacy, tion may be had by calling 617-489- university, declaring that “where vari- Hrair Aharonian to cut the ribbon, thus
called the Refugees Committee, which1610, faxing 617-484-1759, e-mailing OUS municipalities have failed to pre- officially inaugurating the building.

was constituted for the specific pur- hg@naasr.org, or writing to NAASR, Serve the heritage of Beirut, Haigazian The audience was then invited to
pose of aiding the victim element. Al- 395 Concord Ave., Belmont, MA 02478. has succeeded,” leading the audience t@nter the building to attend the unveiling
roar with applause. of the plaque that revealed Sirpuhe
In the festive spirit of the occa- Philibosian Conte Hall asthe name ofthe

UN Warns Of ‘New Wave’ Of Emigration sion, the Haigazian University Dance multipurpose hall. Mrs. Joyce Stein,

Club performed the traditional Lebanese daughter of Sirpuhe, emotionally ex-
Continued frompage 1 due to the surplus of labor force in Heritage Dance, more commonly known pressed the vision of her parents and
Armenia,” says the report. as Dabke, to the tune of “Lebanon will their sustained love and support of

The UNDP report confirms that “Migration remains a risk factor Return” by Joseph Attiyeh. Haigazian University.
the outflow of the population has easedfor Armenia’s national security,” said Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian, Haigazian After touring the building from the

significantly over the past decade par-Vartan Gevorgian, a sociologist who University President, address the gath-inside and the beautiful floor tiles that
allel to Armenia’s robust economic led a team of Armenian experts work- ering thanking all those who worked were preserved from the original struc-
growth. “The evidence is that perma- ing on the report. “I am talking about hard to make this building possible.  ture, everyone had the chance to view an
nent net emigration fell to an averageirregular migration.” Minister of Culture Salim Wardé outdoor exhibition featuring pictures and
of about 10,000 persons per annum, Accordingly, the report stresses addressed the audience on behalf of H.Edescriptions of old Lebanese heritage
which is only about 0.4 percent of the the need for “active intervention” by Mr. Saad Hariri to express his gratitude buildings and the defining characteris-
country’s total population,” it says. the state aimed at “limiting the volume and congratulations. He then praised thetics of their architecture, taken from a
“However, despite the aforemen- of permanent emigration.” It says that role Haigazian University played in pre- book by Mr. Robert Saliba.

tioned process, the external migrationshould be done through improving not serving this Heritage Building, informing The program concluded with a
situation in Armenia stillremains alarm- only economic conditions but “gover- the audience of the upcoming strategy ofreception accompanied Hive music
ing,” it adds. “Moreover, there are nance practices” in the country. More the Ministry of Culture in setting strict by another Haigazian graduate, the tal-
certain factors that give reason to as-specifically, that should mean “the rules to preserve the heritage aspect oknted Shahan Kilaghbian on the key-

sume that a new, rather massive waveadoption and restoration of democratic the city of Beirut. board.
of emigration may emerge.” values in governance practice and the
The UNDP-contracted experts elimination of double standards,” ac- ACA-PAC Endorses Mike Gatto
argued in particular that tens of thou- cording to the report.
sands of Armenian men working abroad “Most state officials are inclined Continuedfrompage 1 long list of endorsements from several
might eventually reunite with their fami- to blame [the emigration] on socioeco- organizations are testament to his suc-

lies and cause Armenia to “lose an-nomic causes such as unemployment,’the largest Armenian-American popu- cess as a political candidate and future
other 200,000-300,000 citizens.” An- Gevorgian told journalists. “But at the |ationsin the United States,” said Gatto. elected official. We stand by his candi-
other factor mentioned by them in this end of the day, people become poor| established close ties with the local dacy and encourage the Armenian
regard is the ongoing concentration of not just because of a loss of income Armenian community while working American community of this district to
agricultural land plots in the hands of but also because of being unable toas District Director for Congressman entrust him with their votes on June 8
wealthy individuals. defend their rights ... because of weakBrad Sherman. To be endorsed by aas he is the only candidate that will
“Depending on how and at what property guarantees.” group like the ACA, which cares about serve the best interests of the commu-
pace [the land consolidation] happens, The UNDP report likewise says reaching outtothe community as muchnity as a whole,” continued
small land owners will be driven out of that Armenians haveft the caintrynot  as | do, is a great honor.” Guiragossian.
agricultural production, and some of only because of poverty but also injus- As a staffer, District Director Gatto is a member of several
them will most probably opt for labor tice, inequality beforethe law and a and eventually acting Chief of Staff for organizations, some of which include
emigration or permanent emigration resulting atmosphere of popular cynicism. Congressman Brad Sherman, Mike The Burbank Democratic Club, Cali-
Gatto has had an intricate role in deal-fornia League of Conservation Voters,
ing with and advocating issues impor- The Sierra Club, The Stonewall Demo-
A . . I . f tant for the Armenian American com- cratic Club and The United Steelwork-
1'1116111611 11 0 - net munity. “Mike is no stranger to the ers AMP. He is a guest lecturer in
Armenian American community and Legal Ethics at Loyola Law School and
our causes,” said Guiragossian. “Heteaches English courses inthe evening.
has been intricately involved behind He lives with his wife Danielle and
the scenes for the community. His newborn daughter Elliana.

News. Informationen. Kommentare.
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AGBU Vatche and Tamar Manoukian High School

unp UpwlbpnGipne UipdwlwqpniphG, 9pn-12pn TrwuwpwGGip

New Student Enrollment, Grades: 9-12

v" College Preparatory Academic Program

v" Honors or Advance Placement (AP) Level
Instruction in all subject areas

v" Small Class Sizes and Individual Attention

v Visual Performing Arts Program in Dance,
Drama, Theater, Music and Cholr

UppwpnpuwlGlp npuwdwnplgh 66wyl wpwlbpinGepmG, npnip
gnigwpbmud GG, hGswlbu Gwl qbmuquig plpmbGwlngeful mGhl fanbbw Jdupgbplbl G

- ¢Technologyy - Gpwdannyehili - Pwinpnb - Mwpwpnibuun

v Comprehensive Armenian Curriculum
v Technology and Computer Program
v College Counseling and Admissions Guidance

v Co-curricular and Extra-Curricular Activities
including Competitive Sports

v Safe and Secure Closed Campus

Qbp LunwlGhpml Lwdwp Gunnwpbiglbp LuwnwgmG Chunprgeilp

Mwnd, Yppnippul, Swonnniphl

Call: (626) 794-0363

We are located at 2495 E. Mountain St, Pasadena, CA 91104
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833 W. Clencaks Blvd. Clendale, CA 912302 (BI8) 240-0065

Dr. Missak Ekmekdjian

Chirspracter

Dr. Anahid Ekmekdjian
Chiropracter
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fnLnp, pninp Gpuwlg,
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wnpaw,

Join Homenmen Armenian Athletic Association

Basketall. Tennis. Martial Arts. Table Tennis. Chess. Soccer.
Boys and Girls Ages 8 through 17!

If interested:

Call (818) 660-5HMM or email info@homenmen.org

Homenmen has been Building Teamwork and Leadership
Skills in Armenian Youth Since 1921

www. homenmen.org
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