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Armenian Independence Day Festival

Turkish Nationalists Planning Islamic Prayer

Services In Armenian Church

GLENDALE, CA -- Organized beingsung by the Glendale High School
by the Nor Serount (New Generation) Choir, which consists of both Arme- 5|y virgin Cathedral in Ani
Cultural Association, the Gaidz Youth hian and non-Armenian students. Pre- _ _
Organization and the Armenian Ath- siding over the festival were Mr. Stepan KARS -- Members of Turkey’s prosperous city. It is one of the few
letic Association (Homenmen), with Hovagimian from the Nor Serount main nationalist opposition party are surviving examples of the ancient Ar-
co-sponsorship by the City of Glen- Cultural Association and Ms. Subha reportedly planning to gather in a 11th menian civilization that existed in what
dale, the 19th anniversary of Armenia’s Ravindhran from the KABC-7's Eye- century Armenian cathedral Friday for is now eastern Turkey until the 1915
independence was celebrated atwitness News team. Mr. Harry Unell a politically motivated Islamic prayer mass killings and deportations of Ar-
Glendale’s Verdugo Park on Sunday, delivered the welcoming remarks on that is bound to infuriate Armenians. menians in the Ottoman Empire.
September 26, 2010. behalf of the Armenian Independence Turkish newspapers reported on According to some historians, it

Ever since its inception, the an- Day Festival Committee. Glendale Tuesday that authorities in the north-was converted into a mosque after
nual Armenian Independence Day Fes-Mayor Ara Najarian welcomed the at- eastern Kars region have received aArmenia was conquered by the Seljuk
tival has grown into a wildly popular, tendees on behalf of the City and con-formal permission application fromthe Turks in the late 11th century. Official
multicultural tradition, showcasing: veyed the importance of an indepen-local branch of the Nationalist Move- Turkish sources still refer to it as
Armenian music, art, and cuisine, cel- dent Armenia. Los Angeles City Coun- ment Party (MHP). They said its chair- Fethiye Mosque.
ebrating a spirit of community and cil Member Paul Krikorian also ex- man informed dozens of local MHP Some Turkish newspapers sug-
shared history. This year, the tradition pressed his jubilation on being able toactivists and supporters that the prayergested that the MHP’s intention to use
continued with thousands attending celebrate the independence of Repubservice will take place at the Holy it as a Muslim worship site is a re-
the event dedicated to the 17th anni-lic of Armenia. Virgin Cathedral in Ani, the ruined sponse to the September 19 landmark
versary of Armenia’s Independence In celebration of the 19th Anni- capital of a medieval Armenian king- mass in another, 10th century Arme-
Day. versary of Armenian Independence dom located near the city of Kars, on nian church in eastern Turkey. How-

The event commenced by the Day, California State Assembly Mem- the existing Turkish-Armenian border. €ver, party leaders attributed the politi-
U.S. Marines Color Guard with the ber Mike Gatto presented the Nor Built in 1001 A.D. by one of the cally explosive move to domestic poli-
U.S. and Armenian national anthems Continuedonpage2 Mostcelebrated architects of medievaltics and, in particular, their tense rela-
Armenia, Trdat, the church was the
largest building in the walled and once

Continued onpage 4

Foreign Minister Edward Nalbandian at the UN:

“Azerbaijan Represents a Threat to Regional
Peace and Security.”

NEW YORK -- Ad-

Jerusalem Authorities Scrap Plans to Build
Hotel Near Armenian church

The situation around an Arme- The idea was not acceptable to either

dressing the UN Generg
Assembly on Saturd
September 25th, Armg
nian Foreign Ministe
Edward Nalbandian ag
cused Azerbaijan
seeking to “distort th¢
nature of the conflict i
various internation
platforms” and torped
peace talks mediated i
the United States, Ruj

sia and France. “Th

00_“””3’ IS a_ttemptlr?g O EM Edward Nalbandian addressing
mislead the international N general Assembly

community, presenting

nian church in Jerusalem and plans tothe Armenian Patriarchy, or the Jew-
build a hotel complex in its immediate ish residents of the quarter. A majority
neighborhood has been resolved inofthe local residents have opposed the
favor of the Armenian viewpoint. plans as they do not want a hotel that
Representatives of the Arme- could disturb life in their area.
nian Patriarchy in Jerusalem, how- Armenian Patriarchy representa-
ever, fear private developers will not tive Deacon Artak Hakobyan told
give up their efforts of having another ArmeniaNow that although the mu-
similar project approved by city au- nicipality of Jerusalem has rejected the
thorities. construction project, the Patriarchy
Earlier this month, the munici- fears thatthe same company will come
pality of Jerusalem decided not to ap-up with a new proposal.
prove an agreed construction project “It is already seven years that
by which a high-rise hotel complex they have struggled for this project
was to be built nextto the Armenian St. and they are unlikely to retreat so
Grigor Lusavorich (Saint Gregory the easily,” says Hakobyan.
the consequences of the self-determination two decades ago,” llluminator) Church, situated in the The St. Grigor Lusavorich
conflict as its causes,” Nalbandian he said. “They fought for their right City’s German quarter. Church in Jerusalem, which has be-
charged. to freedom, withstanding the brutal Had the plan been achieved, thelonged to the local Armenian Patriar-
“The people of Nagorno- church would have been convertedchy for 60 years, was built by Ger-
Karabakh exercised their right to into a Jewish community center. mans, in 1887.

Continuedon page 2
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Catholicos Karekin IT Mediates for the Return Of From the Heroism of Sardarabad
Azeri Soldier’s Body to the Surrender of Kars,

YEREVAN -- His Holiness Zade. Fl‘om the Liberation Of Artsakh to...
Karekin Il has urged Serzh Sarkisian “His Holiness presented the re-
to the return of the body of Azerbaijani sults of the discussion to the RussianBy Harut Der-Tavitian Artsakh, butinstead of building on that
soldier, Mubariz Ibrahimov, killedina Patriarch and, through him, to the success, we seek to emigrate from
June firefight in Nagorno-Karabakh. Sheikh-ul-Islam, saying that the Ar- -July/August 2010: Non-combat those lands?

Ibrahimov, died along with four menian side has always been forth-shootings inthe Armenian Army claim Is it true that the achievements

Armenian servicemen in an Azerbaijani coming and organized the handoversthe lives of 9 soldiers, highlighting gained through the sacrifice of the
attack on a Karabakh army outpost inof prisoners of war and bodies of chronic abuse and corruption within idealists are plundered by opportunists
the village of Chaylu, Martakert dis- killed servicemen to the Azerbaijani the army. devoid of any nationalistic ideals, and
trict. The incident heightened tension side through the Red Cross interna- -September 11, 2010: The sur- by usurpers who treat the country as
in that section of the “line of contact.” tional organization,” stated Father facing of aYouTube video portraying their personal fiefdom, thus enriching
At least one Armenian and four Vahram Melikian, spokesman for the the hazing of two conscripts by an themselves but spreading disillusion

Azerbaijani soldiers have been shotHolly See. officer of the Armenian Army. among the general population? Other-
dead there over the past month. “The Armenian side is ready to -September 21, 2010: Armenia wise how can one explain the downfall
According to a statement issued consider such appeals if Azerbaijan celebrates its T9Anniversary of Inde- from the apex of Sardarabad to the
by the press service of the Holy See ofalso demonstrates readiness for propendence. abyss of the surrender of Kars, or
Echmiadzin, in early September Patri- ductive cooperation on the restoration The above mentioned prompted from the heroic liberation of Shushi to
arch Kiril I of Moscow and All Russia of the consideration of such matters inus to dwell on our path as a nation. theinglorious state of today? “Yerp chi
appealed to Karekin Il on behalf of accordance with the requirements of When a tiny nation like Armenia mnoum yelk ou jar, khentern yen
Leader of Muslims in the Caucasus, international humanitarian law,” he endures for thousands of years despitekdnoum hnar” (when there remains no
Sheikh-ul-Islam Allahshukur Pasha- added without elaborating. all the calamities it faces, while much egress and remedy, the foolhardy find
powerful ones disappear from the facemeans). But the opportunists and
Muslim States Again Condemn of this world, it shows that it pos- usurpers squander those means, pre-
sesses strong characteristics. But whawenting the development and the growth
Armenian ‘Aggression’ is it that keeps it from growing and of our country. Thus we drag an exist-
becoming a strong and powerful na- ence until the next cycle.
NEW YORK -- The Organization with its evaluation of the Karabakh ton itself, when much younger na- — Probably this explains the attrac-
of the Islamic Conference (OIC) has conflict. The New York meeting was t0ns have managed to grow in numbertion of Lord Byron to Armenians, his
and power? brief sojourn with us, his learning of

accused Armenia of unleashing aggres-chaired by Tajikistan’s Foreign Minis-
sion against Azerbaijan and describedter Hamrokhon Zarifi.
Nagorno-Karabakh as an “occupied” Tajikistan and three other OIC
Azerbaijani territory at an annual meet- countries — Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan
ing of the foreign ministers of its pre- and Uzbekistan — are aligned with the

We remain to wonder as to what the Armenian language and his disillu-
those attributes are that make us en-sioned departure after concluding that
dure, yet they don’t lead us to quanti- the Armenians of his time were un-
tative and qualitative achievements?worthy of their ancestors. Could it be

dominantly Muslim member states.  Collective Treaty Security Organiza- Why were we able, when in feeble and that one of the main reasons of our
desperate conditions, of accomplish-current unenviable state is the depar-

They met on the sidelines of the tion (CSTO), a Russian-led military |

UN General Assembly in New York on alliance of seven former Soviet repub- ing the heroic battle of Sardarabad, butture of disillusioned Armenians and
Friday. lics, including Armenia. None of these WO yéars later, when we were in a their assimilation into other nations?

“The Meeting condemned the ag- Central Asian states is known to have Mmuch better condition, we abandoned Do we realize that at this pace the

gression of Armenia against Azerbaijan raised the Karabakh issue within the the stratégic fortress of Kars to the liberation of Artsakh is heading the
and called for the resolution of the CSTO framework. enemy without a fight? Why were we way for another Kars fiasco? Let’s

conflict on the basis of respect for the Neighboring Iran is another, more able, with small volunteer units and dwell on these questions and find the

territorial integrity and inviolability of important OIC member. The unre- &medwith huntingrifles, of liberating means of change.
the internationally recognized borders solved Karabakh dispute has not pre-

of the Republic of Azerbaijan,” read an vented the Islamic Republic from OSCE to Send Mission to Nagorny Karabakh
OIC communiqué issued on Saturday.steadily deepening its political and es-

It said the ministers expressed pecially economic ties with Christian VIENNA -- Europe’s security attended by ambassador Andrzej
serious concern about “forced demo- Armenia. body, the Organisation for Security and Kasprzyk, permanent representative of

graphic changes, interference with The OIC has issued similar state- Cooperation in Europe’s (OSCE), said 0SCE’s chairman-in-office
property rights, inadequate protection ments in the pa_st_, and th_ey rarelySaturday it would send a mission to Ambassador Bernard. Fassier of
of the cultural heritage and sacred sitesprompted an official reaction from Nagorny Karabakh this month. France. Robert Bradike of the United
in the Nagorno-Karabakh region and Yerevan. Armenian leaders have said The French, Russia and US co- States ’and Igor Popov of the Russian
other __ocgzupled territories of only that religion has never been anairs of the OSCE’s Minsk Group — Federétion said they had also formally
Azerbaijan. serious factor behind .t_he_unresol\_/edwhich is overseeing efforts to resolve inyited experts from the United Nations
It_was n(_)t clear Whethe_r all 57 ponfllctandthatAzerbauanlofgxplon- the longstanding conflict over the region Development Programme UNDP and
countries making up the Islamic group- ing Islam to muster greater interna- between Azerbaijan and Armenia—said the UN refugee agency UNHCR to par-

ing signed the latest statement or agreedional support. in a statement it would conduct a mis- ticipate in the mission.
. . . sion “in the territories around Nagorno- The Minsk Group has already said
Armenian Independence Day Festival in Glendale Karabakh from October 4-14." it would intensify efforts to push for a
_ The Minsk Group had informed peace deal this autumn.
Continued from page 1 tatives of a great nation. Your people the foreign ministers of Armenia, Ed- Tensions over Karabakh have risen

confronted a lot of difficulties on the ward Nalbandian, and of Azerbaijan, amid stalled negotiations over the status
Serount Cultural Association with a way toindependence, underwentgeno-Elmar Mammadyarov, about the mis- of the region. Armenian and Azerbaijani
Resolution congratulating them on the cide. In spite of all this, you reached sion at separate meetings at the UNforces are spread across a ceasefire line
achievements and contributions Nor the independence you longed for. | hadGeneral Assembly in New York this in and around Nagorny Karabakh, often

Serount has made to the Armenian-the honor to work with many repre- week. facing each other at close range, and

American community in the 43rd As- sentatives of Armenian people and have Both sets of discussions had beenshootings are common.

sembly District since the 1970s, par- raised a lot off issues at the American

ticularly the annual Festival, which government connected with the eco- FOl’eign Minister Edward Nalbandian at the UN

aims to educate all people on the Arme-nomic blockade of Armenia by Turkey

nian culture and traditions. and Azerbaijan. | again congratulate Continued from page 1 “Unabated war rhetoric, increased
“Nor Serount has been an impor- the Armenian government and world- violations of the ceasefire regime, and

tant institution for the community for spread Armenians on the 19th anniver-war unleashed by Azerbaijan that wasthe unprecedented increase of the mili-
many years, and today we're honoring sary of independence of Armenia.” suppressing them for 70 years andtary budget by Azerbaijan only exacer-

the important contributions it has made The highlight of the festival was attempting to cleanse them from their bates the situation,” the minister said.
to preserving culture,” said Assembly- the entertainment provided by various ancestral home.” “The money stemming from oil rev-
man Gatto. Armenian American singers, musi- Nalbandian also accused enues is directed at funding new mili-

U.S. Congressman Adam Schiff, cians, poets and dance troops whoAzerbaijan of using its oil wealth to tary adventures. We all know the re-
delivered a speech, saying: “l am proudperformed to the delight of the attend- fuel “military adventure” amid mount- sults of such adventurism.”

to deliver speech in front of represen- ees. ing tensions in the Nagorno-Karabakh Nalbandyan's speech at the UN
region. Nalbandian added thatwas a response to Azerbaijani Presi-
maSSISweekIy.Com Azerbauan represents a tTreat to re-dent Ilham Aliyev’s speech earlier last

gional peace and security. week.
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Turkification of Armenian Children in
Antoura Lebanon & Inauguration of
Khachkar & Bronze Statue

volume memoir. | did tell the story of the young

| stayed up all night reading the orphans to thousands of high-school
memoirs in owe and disbelief! While kids through film footages, researched
the Antoura building looked like an data and archived photos. These stu-
orphanage on the outside, on the in-dents now recognize the face of the
side, the young orphans were goingGenocide and are able to relay to the
through a systematic Turkification pain of the stories told to them by their
executed through most heinous tac-parents and grandparents.
tics; changing the Armenian names of On March 7, 2010, Together with
the orphans into Turkish names, luring Mr. Robert Fisk, the internationally re-
the orphans into believing that the Turk- nowned Middle East Correspondent for
ish culture is a better culture than the“The Independent” newspaper in Lon-
Armenian, and, gradually, if the or- don, | revisited the Antoura mass grave.
phans spoke, prayed or sung in Arme-He then went on to write and publish a
nian, punishing them by Falakha (Hit- powerful article under the title of “Living
ting of the soles of the feet with iron Proof of the Armenian Genocide” that
rods). “The sessions of Falakha usu-covered the story of my heroes which
ally ended up with bleeding kids sentto was translated into several languages
the infirmary to be treated for frac- and replicated by the thousands on web
tured bones.” pages all over the world.

In Halide Edib’s own words: Even Turkish writers and jour-
“One felt that these children, whatever nalists who heard the story of the
happened, would carry something young orphans visited Antoura and the
crippled, something mutilated inthem.” mass grave.

| was appalled and revolted by Five years ago, | pleaded to the
the realization that the Genocide did Armenian community and its leaders

It has been over 5 years when Maurice Missak Kelechian discovered fHd Stop With the killings, the d_rown- to initiate a memorial to mark the grave
location of St. Joseph Antoura French College in Lebanon. During WW1 it w{t, the burning and the rapes, it ratherof the forgotten heroes.
a Turkish orphanage under the direction of Jemal Pasha & Halide Edib as ¢R8tinued to crawl beyond the deserts, ~ Fortunately, ~ Mr. ~ Harut
director, where about 1000 Armenian & 200 Kurdish children were forcefulji® rivers and the caves; the final Khatchadourianimmediately responded
Turkified. rontier of the Genocide aimed at anni- to my pleas with utmost humility and

On March 2010 Robert Fisk’s article ended “this place of sadness, shadégting the memory of what consti- generosity. He understood the ur-
by tall trees. Neither name-plate nor headstone marks their mass grave.” htf#ffd “Armenian culture.” gency of the work that needed to be
www.independent.co.uk/opinion/commentators/fisk/robert-fisk-living-proof-of- ~ Here, I would like to add that done and gave me the Green lightto do
the-armenian-genocide-1918367.html according to the UN definition of Geno- whatever was deemed necessary to

By the great generosity of KOHAR Symphony Orchestra & Choir theide, theE?point specifically gtipulates pay the respect due to the orphans.
Antoura College cemetery was inaugurated on Sept 22 2010 by a Khachik&t “Forcibly transferring children of a KOHAR Symphony Orchestra &

(Cross Stone), headstone and a Bronze statue in memory of Armenian orph@ff/P to another group” is an act of Choir generously funded the creation
Genocide (Article 1l of the 1951 UN of the Khatchkar by Zaven Koshtoyan,

Convention on the Prevention and Pun-a symbol of the Armenian culture, as
ishment of the Crime of Genocide).  well as the bronze sculpture of a young
From that day on, | was haunted boy holding the globe by Raffi
by the souls of these orphans 300 ofTokatlian, symbolizing the young am-
whom lost their lives between 1915- bassador to the world to raise aware-
1918 as a result of abuse, famine andhess to protectand treat orphans around
illness. In his memoires, Mr. Panian the world with passion, compassion
wrote: “The available hospitals were and utter respect.
merely a sleeping hall. There were no To top it all, KOHAR made sure
skilled doctors to provide the proper its symphony and choir is present here
medication. The dead orphans, who weretoday to give the orphans a true Arme-

P ek s U il —
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My Journey Of Love

By Maurice Missak Kelechian

My journey of love started in
2005 with a single photo in Stanley
Kerr's book, “Lions of Marach” that
showed a group picture of Jemal Pa-
sha with a footnote that read: “ Jemal
Pasha commander of the Turkish

Fourth Army together with Halide Edib,
on the steps of French College atfs
Antoura, Lebanon.”

My passion for the Armenian
modern history had just started to take|
off and finding a piece of that history
in my own backyard was surreal! Little

buried in a hole and covered with dirt, nian burial blessed with their angelic
were attacked, the same night, by thevoices and the beauty of the Armenian
hungry jackals, ripping off the little bod- hymns.

ies and scattering their bones all over the Today’s memorial would not
place.” “The only thought on the or- have been possible without the pa-
phans’ minds was food. In desperation,tience and the understanding of Father

In 1916, Jamal Pasha visited they would often collect the bones of Antoine Nakad, the Superior of the

did I know that | was embarking on an Antoura together with 40 elite Turkish their dead friends, grind them and useAntoura College. He became my angel

incredible untold story.

shown in the picture.
many Lebanese families, is a beautifulKerr's book.
place to take their kids for a drive and

teachers, headed by Halide Edib, thethem in soups as food to survive.”
| jumped into my car eager to new director of the college; prepared
identify the location of the orphanage to teach the orphans the “Ottomanand | watched the college through the

throughout the unfolding of the story
Later, when Ireturned to Antoura and the preparation of the grounds.
Today’s memorial will make the

Antoura, for Turkish culture”; hence the photo in eyes of a 6 year old Karnig who expe- world aware of the impact of the irre-

rienced the pain of abandonment, fam-versible pain and suffering inflicted by

I finally took the courage to enter ine and Turkification and who saw his human beings onto others. It will also

some fresh air. They had no idea thatthe college. Pretty soon, | was guidedfriends lose their identity and vanish to tell the world that it is impossible for
soon, it was going to take their breathto see the college’s archivist, Mr. be forever forgotten. As | sat on the the Armenian people to heal and go on
away! Sebastian Arhan, who welcomed my mass grave bewildered, | promised toliving with their heads held high when
Apprehensive at first and then curiosity and very gracefully supported tell the story of the unsung heroes untiltheir colossal losses are categorically
excited, | approached the French col-my pursuit. As we started walking they were truly laid in peace. denied by the Turkish government.
lege. Careful not to disturb what | around the college trying to trace the Towards the end of 1918, Halide Today’s memorial will also re-
didn’t know, | started taking pictures location of the photo, an employee of Edib asked Dr. Bliss, then the dean ofmind us, the Armenians to respect
of the college from afar and as | camethe college, Mr. Doumit, told us thatin American University of Beirut, to take those Turks who risked their lives to
closer to the building, my story started 1993, the remains (bones) of some ofAntoura under the protection of the save Armenian families during the
to unfold. the young orphans were found and American Red Cross. Genocide and who, today, risk their
The college was established by were collectively buried under an un- | expressed my gratitude to the lives by openly apologizing on behalf
the Jesuits brotherhood in 1656. marked mass grave next to high rank-Near East Relief and Red Cross orga-of their old and new governments.
Lazarist priesthood took over the col- ing Lazarist priests. nizations and several official represen- The flowers that | will place on
lege in 1834 and when the WW!I broke In 2006, when my initial findings tatives of foreign governments for the mass grave of the orphans today
out, the Ottoman Turks confiscated about the Antoura orphanage wereactivelytaking partin saving Armenian will be in memoriam of all the Antoura
the college, dismissed all the priestspublished in Aztak, an Armenian news- lives and selflessly caring for over orphans; Armenians, Turks and Kurds.
and converted the building into a Turk- paper in Lebanon, | found out that Mr. 130,000 Armenian orphans. | am grateful for the perfect con-
ish orphanage. Between1915-1918,Karnig Panian, previously the deputy I did tell the story of my heroesto clusion of my journey of love and | am
1200 young orphans were kept in dean of Jemaran high school in Beirut, Armenian communities in Lebanon, deeply honored for the trust vested in
Antoura of whom 1000 were Arme- was one of the survivors of the Antoura Syria and United States through pre-me to help my heroes to finally rest in
nians and the remaining 200 consistedorphanage. In 1992, he had publishedsentations, TV, Radio and digital me- peace.
of Turks and Kurds. his experiences as an orphan in a two-dia interviews. Thank you for your presence.
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A Review of Charents: Aghtamar Book Launched in Turkey
In Search of My Armenian Poet

By Krikor Yeghia Moloyan

For most Armenians before my
generation, Charents is a name of leg-
end. Known as a genius poet, Charents
was also a public activist and soldier
during the First World War. Unfortu-
nately very few members of my gen-
eration only know him by his master-
piece “Yes Im Massis Sarn Em Siroum”
(I love my Massis mountain). Even |
had the barest introduction to this great
literary treasure until a few days ago.

On September 25, 2010 the
ARPA film festival screened the docu- |
mentary, “Charents: In Search of My
Armenian Poet” at the Egyptian The-
ater. The film’s director is Shareen
Anderson, an award winning filmmaker
based in South Africa. On the day of Charents deserves every single one. “Aghtamar: A Jewel of Medi- (Birzamanlar Yayincilik). Prior to his
the screening | was very excited at theHowever itwas mentioned in one sceneeval Armenian Architecture”, a bi- introduction, Sarafian thanked his hosts
opportunity to learn more about this that Charents had actually shotawomaningual Turkish and English book, inVan and Istanbul, as well as a list of
prolific man. We soon shuffled into who had rebuffed his interests andwas launched in Van on Septemberpeople and organisations who made the
the unfortunately small theater where spent 8 years in jail for it. Why was this 17th and in Istanbul on September publication possible.

Professor of Armenian language andman in so much internal conflict? This 21st. Sarafian and Koker noted that in

literature at UCLA, Anahid Keshishian, was always a quickly bypassed topic A co-publication between recent discussions surrounding

gave a wonderful introduction about and like ashadow, loomed over almostGomidas Institute (London) and Aghtamar (bothin Turkey and abroad)

her experiences with Charents. Sheeach interview. Everybody in the the- Birzamanlar Yayincilik (Istanbul), this very little had been said about the

described her emotional journey with ater knew it existed but it was never work presented Turkish audiencesactual monastic complex and the

this man as if they had been closedirectly addressed. Though while that with a fascinating history of Aghtamar Church of the Holy Cross (Surp Khach).

relations; even though Charents haddarkness could be very frightening andand its 1@ century Church of the Holy The church deserved attention in its
been killed by the NKVD (the prede- intriguing the director chose to leave it Cross (Surp Khach). The book was own right, as well as within the broader

cessor to the KGB) in a Soviet prison shrouded in mystery. However, let me introduced by Ara Sarafian (Gomidas context of medieval Armenian archi-

sixty-seven years ago. | felt envious... reiterate that this documentary is still Institute) and Osman Koker tecture.

Why hadn’t | had those same experi- enchanting. Prior to seeing it, Charents
ences? Why wasn'’t | forced to read was only a famous Armenian writer.

Charents in grammar school? Now he’s been mythologized to the

Nevertheless, the film soon be- likes of Sayat Nova, Hovannes . P : :
gan and it was very well directed. As Tumanyan and Komitas Vartabed. This Stz diapl b il
the two hours quickly passed | begandocumentary amplified my interestand
to revere a man whose work | had doubled my reverence for his work. BEAST DN TH E M OO N
never read. Thankfully the film also Through my personal experi-
included excerpts of his poetry. | won't ences, it seems that the diaspora hasn’ s L 1% !
give any serious spoilers because Icome to know and hold dear this ex- Y SLHAG RAlInUGA]
believe that this is a must see if you aretraordinary figure in Armenian culture. i . baul |
interested in Armenian culture. Thankfully “Charents: In Search of

Any real criticism that | have of My Armenian Poet” definitely changed _
the documentary would be the focusthat for at least one Armenian. | just LA MAEEKLY says “(G0O 7
on over compensatory praises byhope that my fellow viewers in that B F
Charentsian fanatics. Rightfully so, theater felt the same way.

Ara Sarafian and Osman Koker

eemotionally powerful. straightiorward, honest performances..”
Turkish Nationalists Planning Islamic Prayer ROL AL

Services In Armenian Church The Award Winniggfrmenian Production

Continued from page 1 said Turkey’s Culture Minister Ertugrul xplores e 1915 Armenian Genocide~

Gunay has warned that the Friday praye
tions with the ruling Justice and Devel- at the Ani church will be deemed illegal
opment Party (AKP) led by Prime Min- if it turns into a “collective demonstra-
ister Recep Tayyip Erdogan. tion.” Turks can pray there only as

In the words of Ara Gocunyan, “individual citizens,” Gocunyan quoted
editor of the Turkish-Armenian Gunay as saying.
“Zhamanak” daily, the AKP’s victory Newspaper reports also said that
in Turkey’s recent constitutional ref- the MHP’s top leader, Devlet Bahceli,
erendum was a serious blow to thewill also attend the prayer. However,
MHP. “Apparently, the party is thus the party has not yet confirmed those
trying to revive its fortunes,” he told reporters, according to Aris Nalci, a

RFE/RL’s Armenia service. journalist with another Istanbul-based
Citingthe Turkish press, Gocunyan Armenian paper, “Agos.”
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Sherman Oaks

13654 Burbank Blvd.
Sherman Oaks, CA 91401
(818) 785-6529
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Glendale, CA91202 |= = Pasadena, CA 81104 E -
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