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Holy Echmiadzin Condemns Politically OSCE MG Co-Chairs in Yerevan
Motivated Prayer at Ani Cathedral

The OSCE Minsk Group Co- Minister Nalbandian expressed his
Chairs — Robert Bradtke, Igor Popov indignation to the Co-Chairs over the
and Bernard Fassier — as well as Permurder of the Armenian shepherd in an
sonal Representative of the OSCEAzerbaijaniprison. Minister Nalbandian

The Mother See of Holy performworshipintheirowntemples,” Chairman-in-Office, Ambassador stressedthatICRC representatives were
Echmiadzin, has declared an Islamicit said. “Thus, the Turkish authorities Andrzej Kasprzyk, who arrived in notallowed to visit the Armenian pris-
prayer service (“namaz”) held in the are continuing their steps aimed atYerevan as part of their regional visit, oner for 25 days.

Armenian cathedral of Ani, in present- destroying Armenian monuments and held a meeting with Armenian Foreign Nalbandian stressed that the Azeri
day Turkey, a “political provocation”, misappropriating historical Armenian Minister Edward Nalbandian, October authorities’ style is typical of terrorists

calling it a serious blow to efforts to holy sites and cultural treasures.” 6. They informed the Armenian FM of and does not facilitate the negotiation
improve Turkish-Armenian relations. “It is also evident that with this their discussions in Azerbaijan and of process.

In awritten statement, the Mother step Turkey is once again scuttling the schedule of their forthcoming field The sides discussed further steps
See strongly condemned the Turkishefforts by Armenia and the interna- mission in the territories neighboring and negotiations on the basis of Madrid
government for allowing the country’s tional community to establish Turkish- on Nagorno-Karabakh. principles.
leading ultranationalist party to hold a Armenian dialogue and normalize Turk-
Friday prayer at the 11th century Holly ish-Armenian relations,” added the

Virgin Cathedral in Ani, the ruined Sstatement. Armenian Man Dies in Azerbaijani Captivity
capital of a medieval Armenian king- Last Friday, in a high-profile cer- . . _
dom. emony authorized by Turkey’s gov- An Armenian man detained in -

“This action is a political provo- ernment, hundreds of Turkish nation- Azerbaijan in disputed circumstances
cation that has nothing to do with alists performed Muslim prayers in the last month has been found dead in hi
spiritual-virtuous feelings and religious cathedral of Ani. The political action Prison cell, military authorities in Baku
freedom and rights,” read the state-was organized by the opposition Na-Said on Tuesday.
ment. “Atthe same time it is an attempt tionalist Movement Party (MHP). Ina joint stat(_a_me,nt reported by
to negate the Armenian origin of the Turkish television images showed !0cal media, Azerbaijan’s Defense Min-
Ani cathedral, which was deprived of MHP leader Devlet Bahceli leading sev- IStY and Office of the Military Pros-
prayer as a consequence of the [1915pral hundred supporters to the 11thecutorcla|megl thatManve! Saribekian, gl
Armenian Genocide.” century Holy Virgin Cathedral at the 20, hanged himself early in the morn-

“It is also absolutely unaccept- ruins of Ani, the capital of a medieval IN9- It sald.forensm experts found no
able to make a Christian shrine avail- Armenian kingdom. It is located in traces of violence on his body.

able for ‘namaz’ (Muslim prayer) while Turkey’s northeastern Kars region, The Armenian Def_ense Mi_niStry _ _
consistently forbidding legal heirs to dismissed this explanation, saying thatthat Saribekian was captured on Sep-

the Christian heritage [in Turkey] to Continued on page 2 it ha.ts' f‘no grounds’_’ to trust in ”its tember 11 after crossing into north-

credibility and considers Azerbaijan western Azerbaijan with an Armenian

responsible for Saribekian’s death. armed group tasked with carrying out
“Time and again, Azerbaijan is armed “provocations.”

Manvel Saribekian

Yerevan Denies More Turkish-Armenian

Contacts resorting to criminal steps without The Armenian Defense Ministry
being censured by competent interna-denied these claims, saying that
Armenia and Turkey have held Foreign Minister Micheline tional structures,” the ministry said in Saribekian is a civilian resident of

no fresh negotiations since the effec-Calmy-Rey of Switzerland, which has a statement. “It is this sense of impu- Tutujur, a village in northeastern Ar-
tive collapse of their normalization acted as a facilitator in the Turkish- nity that killed our compatriot unpro- menia close to the Azerbaijani border,
agreements, Foreign Minister Edward Armenian fence-mending negotiations, tected by international norms.” who completed his military service in
Nalbandian insisted on Wednesday,reportedly said last week that Ankara A senior Armenian official as- May. It said Saribekian accidentally
denying statements to the contraryand Yerevan are currently holding “ac- serted that Saribekian was either beaterstrayed into Azerbaijani territory while
attributed to his Turkish and Swiss tive consultations” over ways of kick- to death or “driven to suicide.” “What- grazing cattle in the area.
counterparts. starting their stalled rapprochement.ever happened, they would have The ministry also strongly con-
“There have been no phone con-“Switzerland is determined to move claimed that he committed suicide,” demned an interview with Saribekian
versations or meetings with the Turk- the process forward,” she told said Armen Kaprielian, head of a gov- that was aired by a government-con-
ish side in recent months, and no suchArmenia’s visiting parliament speaker ernmentcommission on Armenian pris- trolled Azerbaijani TV channel later in
things are planned for the near future,” Hovik Abrahamian, according to the oners of war, civilian captives and September. Saribekian, who had what
Nalbandian told parliament during its latter’s press office. missing persons. looked like a bruise under his right eye,
regular question-and-answer session Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet “In any case, we are talking about was shown saying that he was re-
with the Armenian government. Davutoglu likewise told journalists in a crime, a brutal one,” Kaprielian told cruited by an Armenian security officer
“As Armenia has officially stated Ankara on Monday that the Turkish- RFE/RL’s Armenian service. “We will in Tutujur and underwent a two-month
before, it will be possible to move Armeniandialogue “never stopped.”He do everything to have Azerbaijani offi- training course ata secret military camp
forward only when Turkey is again pointed to his talks with Calmy-Rey cials and bodies guilty of what hap- together with several other men.
ready for a normalization of our rela- heldin New York on the sidelines of the pened brought to account.”
tions without preconditions,” he said. UN General Assembly late last month. The Azerbaijani authorities say Continued onpage 4
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Georgian FM Expresses Concerns Over Namaz in Ani Church:
Russian Troops In Armenia Eye for Eye, Tooth for Tooth

“T do not know what Javakhk is, there is no such place ,
J 7 ” P Mutlu Tombekci, an analyst for years. They got a permission and, as
on the Georgian map the Turkey-based Vatan newspaper.,ormal people, informed everybody of

severely criticized Devlet Bahceli, the that. Everybody made their plans ac-

Georgiaregards Russian military ity, independence or sovereignty,” leader of the Nationalist Movement cordingly, and we went to observe the
presence in the South Caucasus as &ashadze told a joint news conferenceParty (MHP), who, together with his liturgy. One more thing: in what place
threat to its security, Georgian Foreign with Nalbandian. He said in that con- supporters, performed a namaz at Ani ¢ your country you cannot perform
Minister Grigol Vashadze said on Mon- text that his statements are “some-church in protest at the liturgy in Surb namaz? How many Muslims have to
day, confirming Tbilisi’s concerns over times not described quite accurately” Khach church on Akhtamar Island.  ihis day known about Ani? | tell you.
a new Russian-Armenian defenseby media. “Some asked why the ‘liberals’, ngpel
agreement signed recently. Speaking in English, the Geor- who attended the liturgy at the Arme- “3. Why was | to act like a child?

Still, visiting Yerevan, he stopped gian minister also downplayed the dif- nian church on Akhtamar Island, did Why Ani? Why in an Armenian city?
short of publicly criticizing the Arme- fering geopolitical orientations of the not take part in the namaz in Ani Why a church turned into a mosque?
nian government for deepeningits mili- two neighboring states, saying thatchuch. My answer to them is: Even to this day no sign in Ani contains
tary ties with Moscow and insisted Georgian-Armenian relations “have not “1. The permission for a liturgy the word ‘Armenian’, but it is another
that Armenia and Georgia are “finding been better than they are today.” “As at the Stimela Monastery in Trabzontopic_ But Bahceli's gang knew it was
understanding regarding each and ev-close friends and neighboring coun- was granted in December 2009, eighta;menian.
ery matter.” tries, we will always have some issuesmonths before the 2010 liturgy. “The namaz performed by the

“Iwould like to stress that Arme- to discuss, but we are trying not to “The permission for annual litur- 1,rkish nationalists did not look sin-
nia is a sovereign nation and Armeniatransform those issues into problems,”gies on Akhtamar Island was granted .qre at all. It followed the ‘eye for eye,
has the right to decide what kind of a he said. “I should say that we are on March 25, 2010, seven months ;5oth for tooth’ principle. It was full of

security arrangement is good for this finding understanding regarding each before the September 19 liturgy. hate and smacked of revenge.

nation. Nobody doubts that,” Vashadze and every matter.” “As regards the unsanctioned “So what you say. If you per-
said after talks with his Armenian coun- Responding to questions about namaz at Ani, I knew about it two days tqrm namaz not in Ani, but in the
terpart, Edward Nalbandian. the condition of Armenians leaving in before. They got permission within 12 Voyvoda mosque, which was turned

“But Georgia has the sovereign Georgia: “I do not know what Javakhk hours and performed namaz the fol-jnto a museum of Greek folk art in
right to make comments about theis, there is no such place on the GeorHowing day. | did not understand the athens. You will say: we have permis-
presence of a Russian military base ingian map,” Georgian Foreign Minister reason for their haste as well. Days UNsjon, let us go. You should know, |
the South Caucasus, notwithstandingGrigol Vashadze said at the joint pressout? Only Bahgeli and his mob knew ,q,1d be happy to come with you. We
whether that bases is present. We haveonference, referring to Armenian- about the namaz just three days bey;) perform namaz in the Greek capi-
five bases in Georgia and, trust me, itpopulated Samtskhe-Javakheti regionfore? tal and have kebab at an Armenian
is a persistent threat to our security, of Georgia. “2. There is a great difference (gstaurant thereby giving them an an-
independence and sovereignty,” he Vashadze said that there are 103between the namaz at Ani and theger.
said, referring to Russian troops sta-Armenian schools in Georgia, they areliturgy in Surb Khach on Akhtamar
tioned in the breakaway regions of all equipped with computers, while the Island. Mayor for permission to perform
Abkhazia and South Ossetia. teachers had undergone trainings. “Ani Church is not a Muslim amaz. Kebab at my expense, and do

“And when we are discussing the Speaking of educational prob- sacred place. Did Armenians hold a ot pe afraid — | will not treat you
fate of the South Caucasus and itslems of the Armenian-populated re- liturgy at a mosque that had beenpork’n Mutlu Tombekgi writes in her
three independent states, it would begion, Georgian FM noted that school- turned into a church? Itis an Armenian gicle.
nice to remember 1921, when we, all children will receive general educa- church. Armenians built this church The article evoked a wide re-
three of us, lost independence duringtion in Armenian language. Then, 1,000 years ago, and it served as asponse throughout Turkey. A number
one year,” Vashadze added in refer-they will take an advanced course of office of the patriarchate. They wished
ence to Armenia’s, and Azerbaijan’s Georgian language to get profes-to hold a liturgy at a renovated church
and Georgia's forced incorporation sional education. “It is necessary and had been waiting for it for three
into the Soviet Union. for Armenians and Georgians to have

‘I've been never making com- equal opportunities,” Vashadze con- HOly Echmiadzin Condemns PO]itically Motivated
ments about Armenian security, stabil- cluded. Prayer at Ani Cathedral

Karabakh To RCOpCl’l Aiprft Continued frompage 1 Sandir, on Thursday to discuss the
Friday prayer. “Why are you going to

less than one kilometer away from Ani?” the diplomat was quoted as ask-
modern-day Armenia. The crowd en- ing. Sandir reportedly linked the action
tered the once thriving city through its with the recent religious services in
well-preserved main gate and marchedAkhtamar as well as an ancient Greek
to the cathedral as an Ottoman-styleOrthodox church permitted by the
Janissary brass band accompanying ifTurkish government.
played along. Participants carried Turk- “This gesture was addressed to
ish flags and chanted “Allahu Akhbar” Turks, rather than Armenians,” said
(God is great) during the procession, Aris Nalci, an editor at the Turkish-
news reports from Ani said. Armenian daily “Agos.”

Bahceli and senior MHP figures “How else can you explain the
_ _ . from across Turkey knelt down and fact that on the one hand, they hold a
been discontinued i pressed their foreheads to the groundrFriday prayer in Ani and the other,
1991 amid intensify in the ensuing Friday prayer led by arestore the cross on the Akhtamar
ingarmed clashes inand around KarabakiNagorno-Karabakh Republic (NKR), Sunni Muslim cleric. The latter could church.” According to Nalci, the cross
that degenerated into a full-scale Arme-made clear that this will not happen pe seen addressing the MHP flockwas placed back on the church dome
nian-Azerbaijani war. Transport com- before the end of this year as he in-from a makeshift podium erected in- on Thursday.”
munication between the territory and the spected the under-construction facility side the Christian temple. Built by an Artak Shakaryan, specialist in

outside world has since been carried outon Tuesday. Armenian royal dynasty in 1001 A.D., Turkish studies, believes thatthe namaz

only by land, via Armenia. _ AccordingtoNKR UrbanDevelop- the cathedral has for centuries beenin Ani is a domestic ploy, aiming to
The Karabakh government decided ment Minister Karen Shahramanian, work regarded as a masterpiece of medievagain the electorate’s sympathy. The

last year to reopen the airport, severelyon the terminal building willbe completed Armenian architecture. installation of the cross at Holy Cross,
damaged during the 1991-1992 war, andn November. He told RFE/RL’s Arme- Turkish newspapers reported thathe says, is meant to make Turkey
raised about 1 billion drams ($2.8 mil- nian service thatair navigation equipmenta senior diplomat from the U.S. Em- appear more democratic in the eyes of

lion) for its reconstruction from un- is now being installed at the airport. ~ passy in Ankara met with the MHP’s the European Union, to which it seeks
specified “charitable sources.” It began It is expected that Karabakh will deputy parliamentary leader, Mehmet membership.

building a new airport terminal and re- have a regular flight service only with
pairing the runway shortly afterwards Armenia, at least in the near future. Itis 16,000 drams ($45). residents conducted by RFE/RL sug-
Government officials said earlier not yet clear whether the Stepanakert- By comparison, the current fare gested that many locals will be willing to
this year that a flight service between Yerevan flights will be carried out by for a minibus trip from Stepanakert to pay a higher price for much shorter and
Stepanakert and Yerevan could beArmenia’s national airline Armavia. Of- Yerevan, which takes between six andmore convenient travel. “We won't be
launched already in mid-October. How- ficials have said only that a one-way air seven hours, is 5,000 drams per persontired of long trips,” said one man. “It
ever, Bako Sahakian, the president ofticket to the Armenian capital will cost Arandom street poll of Stepanakert should be interesting,” noted another.

“Come on, turn to the Athens

of journalists were highly critical of it
in their articles.

News.am

The authoritiesi
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AGBU Manoogian-Demirdjian School
Students Receive National Merit Award

Massis weekly
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Dr. Rita Soulahian-Kuyumjian Discusses
Komitas Vartabed and Armenian Genocide
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Armenian communities across Soulahian, who is a clinical psychia-
Californiawelcomed Canadian-Arme- trist, also gave a special paper at the
nian scholar, Dr. Rita Soulahian- Ararat-Eskijian Museum on “Komitas
Kuyumjian, who introduced her work Vartabed: Trauma or Mental lllness?
on Komitas Vartabed and the Arme- Facts and Myths.”
nian Genocide. Dr. Kuyumjian is one Dr. Kuyumjian was well received

CANOGA PARK, CA -- Nar - 9 students qualified for the AP of the most prolific scholars of Arme- by her audiences, who engaged in
Gulvartian and Ari Ekmekji of AGBU Scholar with Distinction Award by nians studies in recent years. She relively question and answer sessions. “I
Manoogian-Demirdjian School gradu- €arning an average score of at least 3.gently published a trilogy of books on am so glad to see so many your people
ating senior class have been namedn all AP Exams taken, and scores ofthe Armenian Genocide dedicated toat these talks” said Dr. Kuyumijian,
Commended Students Receiving Na-3 of higher on five or more of these the 95th anniversary of the Armenian who was clearly moved by her hosts.
tional Merit Award. exams. These students are KokoGenocide: A translation of Aram Dr. Kuyumjian teaches at McGill Uni-

About 34,000 Commended Stu- Deranteriassian, Ari Ekmekji, Nar Andonian’s account of the arrest of versity in Montreal and is currently
dents throughout the nation are beingGulvartian, Nairi Khachatoorian, Armenian community leaders on 24 working on new projects. She will
recognized for their exceptional aca- Mikael Matossian, Narineh Melkonian, April 1915; a biography of Andonian make another tour of the United States
demic promise. Commended StudentsTamar Melkonian, Serli Polatoglu, and who later founded modern Armenian in the near future.
are those that placed among the toplalia Tanielian. Genocide studies in Paris; and the first For more information please con-
five percent of more than 1.5 million - 2 students qualified for the AP English language biography of the greattact info@gomidas.org
students who entered the 2011 com-Scholar with Honor Award by earning Armenian intellectual, Teotig. This bi- About “Trilogy April 24, 1915”
petition by taking the 2009 Preliminary an average score of at least 3.25 on albgraphy includes a translation of (Vol. 1) Aram Andonian, Exile,
SAT/National Merit Scholarship Quali- AP Exams taken, and scores of 3 orTeotig’s monumental work dedicated Trauma and Death: On the Road to
fying Test (PSAT/NMSQT). They higheron four or more of these exams.to the victims of April 24th (the trans- Chankiri with Komitas Vartabed,
represent some of the most academi-These students are Lena Galian andation was done by Ara Stepan (transl, ed and annot by Dr. Rita
cally talented students in the nation. Silva Malkhassian. Melkonian, Gomidas Institute). Dr. Soulahian Kuyumijian), joint publica-

- 14 students qualified for the AP Kuyumjian also introduced her highly tion of the Gomidas Institute and

AP Scholar Awards 2009-2010 Scholar Award by completing three or successful biography of Komitas, “Ar- Tekeyan Cultural Association, 200 pp,

25 students at AGBU Manoogian- more AP exams with scores of 3 or cheology of Madness,” which was maps, photos, ISBN 9781903656921,
Demirdjian School have earned AP higher. The AP Scholars are Mary justrepublished in a paperback editionpb. US$22.00 / UK£16.00.

Scholar Awards in recognition of their Azoian, EldaBoulgourjian, Christopher by the Gomidas Institute. “Archeology (Vol. 2) Rita Soulahian Kuyumijian,

Ari EkKmekji

Nar Gulvartian

exceptional achievement on AP Ex- Geozian, Rafi Mardoyan, Ashley
ams. Markarian, Frederick Papazyan, Ani

The College Board’s Advanced Shirvanian, Taleen Shirvanian, Artien
Placement Program (AP) provides Voskanian, Alex Yeghiazarian, Derek
willing and academically prepared stu- Yeghiazarian, Nicole Yeghiazarian,
dents with the opportunity to take Vatche Yousefian, and Anais Zarifian.
rigorous college-level courses while Of this year's award recipients at
still in high school, and to earn college AGBU Manoogian-Demirdjian School,
credit, advanced placement, or both13 were sophomores or juniors: [Ari
for successful performance on the APEkmekji, Nar Gulvartian, Mikael
Exams. About 18 percent of the more Matossian, Lena Galian, Silva
than 1.8 million students worldwide Malkhassian, Mary Azoian, Frederick
who took AP Exams performed at a Papazyan, Taleen Shirvanian, Artien
sufficiently high level to also earn an Voskanian, Alex Yeghiazarian, Derek
AP Scholar Award. Yeghiazarian, Nicole Yeghiazarian, and

The College Board recognizes Anais Zarifian.] These students have
several levels of achievement based orgt least one more year in which to
students’ performance on AP Exams.complete college-level work and pos-

At AGBU Manoogian-Demirdjian  sibly earn a higher-level AP Scholar
School: Award.

Ambassador Marie L. Yovanovitch to Visit
Armenian Diaspora in Los Angeles

On October 11-14, U.S. Ambassador to Armenia Marie L. Yovano\itch
will meet with representatives of the Armenian-American Diaspora commt

in Los Angeles. She looks forward to exchanging views on current dev

nity' M & shepherd.”
blop

of Madness” has been consulted byTeotig: Biography [including Monu-
scores of academic, journalists andment to April 11 by Teotig], joint
intellectuals working on the great Ar- publication of the Gomidas Institute
menian composer. and Tekeyan Cultural Association, 254
Speaking at several venues inpp, photos, ISBN 9781903656938, pb.
Glendale and Fresno, Dr. Kuyumjian US$22.00 / UK£16.00.
spoke about Armenian intellectuals (Vol. 3) Rita Soulahian Kuyumijian,
before and after the Armenian Geno-The Survivor: Biography of Aram
cide of 1915, with a focus on their Andonian, joint publication of the
developmentin Constantinople before Gomidas Institute and Tekeyan Cul-
1915, the loss of this national cadre tural Association, 96 pp, photos, ISBN
between 1915-18, and the fate of three9781903656938, pb. US$14.00 /
survivors afterwards: Aram Andonian, UK£10.00. All titles available world-
Teotig, and Komitas Vartabed. Dr. wide from books@gomidas.org

Armenian Man Dies in Azerbaijani Captivity

Committee of the Red Cross to obtain
more information about Saribekian’s
Saribekian claimed that they were death through its Baku office and hopes
sent into Azerbaijan on a mission to that his body will be repatriated soon.
blow up a school in a village close to “We have no official information from
the Armenian border. Atthe same time, Baku yet,” he said.
he said he told Azerbaijani troops that Instances of Armenian and
captured him, “Please don't kill me, Azerbaijani civilians crossing the
heavily militarized border between their
“l am more than convinced that countries, apparently after losing their

Continued frompage 1

ments in Armenia, U.S.-Armenian relations, and U.S. assistance to Arm
In Los Angeles the Ambassador will meet with members of youth gro|

enidle was coerced to say that,” Kaprielianway, have not been uncommon. In
ups,said,commenting onthevideo. He saidApril, for example, Armenia repatri-

oArmenian soldiers and civilians keptin ated an Azerbaijani man who was de-
U .sAzerbaijani captivity have given har- tained in its northern Tavush region
rkinfewing accounts of torture after their last December. It remained unclear

is available on campus at Parking Structure 3 for $11. Iberation. _ whetherthe 46-year-old Eldar Tagiyev
Additional information about the Ambassador’s trip, as well as updates  The official added that his com- the crossed the Armenian frontier in-
to the schedule, will be posted on the U.S. Embassy Facebook pgge BtSSion has asked the Internationaltentionally or by accident.

www.facebook.com/usdos.armenia. Updates will also be available thrpug .
massisweekly.com

representatives of community organizations, as well as the clergy.
Tuesday, October 12, she will hold a public Town Hall Meeting to discuss
— Armenian relations at the UCLA Freud Playhouse (map) at 7:00 pm. P

Twitter at www.twitter.com/usembarmenia. Finally, the public can email
guestions about the tour to DiasporaTour@state.gov.




4 Massis weekly OCTOBER 09, 2010

Why Does It Hurt So Bad? Lending a Hand:
Scientists Find Receptors That Convey Pain to the Brain Arcadia Methodist Director Sonia Mal]'ian

By Peter Landers Gives Expertise to Egyptian Hospitals

The Wall Street Journal

By Stacey Wang
Pasadena Star News

It takes a certain kind of scien-
tist to ask why a punch in the nose is
painful.

“It surprises a lot of people that
we haven't figured this out yet,” ad-
mits Ardem Patapoutian of the Scripps
Research Institute.

Now there is a clue. Dr.
Patapoutian has found proteins that}
he believes convert mechanical force
into a signal the brain can understand,

ARCADIA -- As a teenager in
Beirut, Lebanon, Sonia Maljian of
Pasadena hoped to one day run
medical laboratory. And now that the
64-year-old has achieved this dream
at Methodist Hospital of Southern
California in Arcadia, she wants to
help others get there, too.

“I really want to do this to
contribute,” the director of labora-

The discovery, published last v . ] tory services said. “I wanted to give
week in the journal Science, is one of i 1 | back to people what I've gained.”
several in recent years that are bring- % | Maljian will fly to Egyptin De-
ing a greater understanding of how : i.I_ cember to help develop medical labo-
people sense pain. Scientists have ratories in Cairo, using more than 45

discovered cell receptors for hot andresponse to a mechanical stimulus.years’ experience. She is one of 17

cool temperatures. One is called theOn No. 72, they found success. WhenUnited States delegates participatingpursue her goal of running a labora-
capsaicin receptor, after the stinging it was silenced, cells couldn’t send ain the People to People Ambassadortory in the U.S. “It's due to the
substance in red peppers, because icurrent. And when the gene was Program, hosted by the American dedication of my husband. He knew

is triggered both by hot air and hot overexpressed, the current rose by asSociety for Clinical Laboratory Sci- | wasn’t going to be happy,” she
spices. much as 300-fold —making a tap of ence. said.
Dr. Patapoutian’s research at the finger seem like a hammer blow. “I don’t think I'm going to work Maljian went on to receive a

Scrippsin LaJolla, Calif., is funded in That is precisely the problem in some forever and | have quite a bit of master’s degree in medical technol-
part by Swiss drug maker Novartis people who suffer neuropathic pain, aexpertise and knowledge,” Maljian ogy sciences and management at Cal
AG. Drug companies would love to chronic condition of nerve damage said. “That's my goal, making a dif- State Dominguez Hills. Then, she
know more about how pain signals caused by various diseases, accordference in health care in Egypt.” obtained her medical technologist li-
get sent, because then they can lookng to Dr. Patapoutian. In some cases, In high school, Maljian knew censein 1983, which meantherdream
for medicines to block those signals. “a light breeze is incredibly painful,” she wanted to get into the medicalcould finally be fulfilled.

Several companies developed he says. field. Coming from a modest-income “Between having kids, going to
drugs that tamped down the capsaicin The nextstepin Dr. Patapoutian’s family, the option of becoming a school and working, it took 10 years
receptor, but they were waylaid by lab is to breed mice that lack the newdoctor did not seem possible. “In the to get where | was,” Maljian said. “I
side effects. A study by Amgen Inc. receptor. Presumably they willrespond Middle East, it's very hard to get struggled with my profession all my
researchers showed that when peopldess to forceful blows, just as mice scholarships and to pursue yourlife.”
had an impaired sense of heat, theirbred to lack the receptor for cool dream,” she said. Maljian worked her way up to
body temperature could rise as hightemperatures willingly abandon their Instead, she chose to studydirector of laboratory services while
as 104 degrees. toasty quarters for chillier spaces. medical technology, which allowed at Arcadia Methodist. She has served

Dr. Patapoutian, 42, is partial to Many hurdles remain before re- her to work and support her family. as director for more than 10 years. I
heat himself, having grown up in Leba- search into pain-linked receptors leadsit led to a six-year fellowship in really love my job for the fact that |
non and spent his career in Southernto medicines. Glenmark Pharmaceu-London. really grew up here,” said Maljian,
California. He says the discovery of a ticals Ltd. of Mumbai said last week it “My ultimate goal was to settle who has worked at the hospital for
“mechanosensation receptor” took aplans to begin human trials next yearin England or just see what was in the37 years.
fair amount of brute-force work over of a drug that tamps down a receptorUnited States,” Maljian said. The director hopes to pass on
several years by Scripps lab mates lecactivated by mustard and tear gas. She decided to play tourist in her extensive experience on her trip.
by postdoctoral fellow Bertrand Coste. Figuring out why these noxious 1973, traveling to Pasadena to watch“This will be one of the greatest

The scientists picked out about stimuli hurt is “a very fundamental, the Tournament of Roses Parade. fulfillments of my life, knowing that
450 candidate genes and knocked thenbasic question,” says Dr. Patapoutian.During her stay, Maljian was intro- | can help in some ways to improve
out one by one in a line of mouse cells“It's a part of biology that most sci- duced by a friend to her future hus- the quality of laboratory service in
that normally would deliver a signalin entists don't even think about.” band, Minas, who encouraged her toEgypt,” she said.
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
(RFP #7538)
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
(IT) SOURCING

The Housing Authority of
the City of Los Angeles inviteq
proposals from qualified firms in-
terested in providing IT Sourc-
ing. A copy of the RFP may bg
obtained beginning September 27,
2010 at www.hacla.org/ps or caall2

(213) 252-5405 or (213) 252-18
Proposals will be accepted unti
2:00 P.M., by November 10, 201p
at 2600 Wilshire Blvd., #3100

Los Angeles, CA 90057.
10/7, 10/14/10
CNS-1953104#
MASSIS WEEKLY
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Sherman Oaks

13654 Burbank Blvd.
Sherman Oaks, CA 91401
(818) 785-6529

Glendale - Pasadena -
825 W. Glenoaks Blvd. * z__Glenoaks| 1785 E. Washington Bivd| | & t | & Washingion B

=
Glendale, CA91202 [5 = Pasadena, CA 91104
& N |3 (626) 794-7026
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