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International Scientific Conference
Dedicated to Genocide Prevention and
Condemnation Held in Yerevan

YEREVAN -- International two- and condemnation of genocides as well
day scientific conference “The Crime as the elimination of their consequenceg
of Genocide: Prevention, Condemna-must be on the international
tion and Elimination of Consequences” community’s agenda,” said Sarkisian.
launched today in Yerevan. Authorita- Foreign Minister Edward
tive historians and scientists from al- Nalbandian made the same point.
most 2 dozen of states — France, Ar-“Genocide denial and impunity pave
gentina, Switzerland, Netherlands, Bel-the way for new crimes against hu-
gium, Greece, ltaly, Germany, Dania, manity. Regardless of geopolitical or
Ireland, Hungary, USA, Canada, Aus- other interests, the international com-
tria, Lebanon, Egypt, Israel, Japan, munity must be united in condemning
participate in the event. and preventing genocide,” Nalbandian

Serzh Sarkisian said broader in- told conference participants.
ternational recognition of the Arme- One of the participants, promi-
nian genocide is essential for prevent-nent U.S.-Armenian historian Richard
ing more crimes against humanity asHovannisian, suggested that Armenia’s
he opened the conference. government has toughened its position

“The bitter lessons of the Arme- on genocide recognition since the col-
nian genocide did not go down in the lapse of its normalization agreements
history and memory of humankind as with Turkey. “It seems to have be-
mere memories of the past. They camecome more determined,” Hovannisian
to be replaced by the horrors of thetold RFE/RL’s Armenian service.
Holocaust and the tragedies in Rwanda, Sarkisian’s policy of rapproche-
Darfur and many other places,” he saidment with Turkey has triggered a bar-
in a speech at the two-day forum rage of criticism from many in Arme-
attended by genocide scholars fromnia and its worldwide Diaspora. They
about 20 countries. say that Ankara has exploited it to keep

Sarkisian complained that “po- more countries from recognizing the
litical expediency and short-sighted slaughter of some 1.5 Ottoman Arme-
opportunism” often shape govern- nians as genocide.
ments’ attitudes towards past and Taner Akcam, a U.S.-based
present genocides.

“|ssues related to the prevention Continued on page 4

Award-Winning Filmmaker
J. Michael Hagopian Dies at 97

THOUSAND OAKS, CA -- Arme-
nian-American documentary filmmaker
J. Michael Hagopian, whose 70 educa-
tional and documentary films have won
more than 160 national and internationalff
awards, including two Emmy nomina-
tions, died Dec. 10 in his Thousand
Oaks, Calif., home. He was 97.

Hagopian was a Genocide survi-
vor who dedicated his life to the visual
documentation of the Turkish extermi-
nation of 1.5 million Armenians in 1915.
Over a 40-year period, he filmed nearly
400 interviews of survivors of and wit-
nesses to the Armenian Genocide, trav
eling around the world to record their
accountsin 10 languages. He establishe
the Armenian Film Foundation in 1979
as a non-profit, educational, and cultural
organization dedicated to the documen-
tation in motion pictures of Armenian at the foundation’s Ambassadors for
heritage and life. Humanity banquet but was unable to

During the past several years, his attend because of a cold. Spielberg per
mission had been to preserve the filmsonally expressed his support for the
footage of those eyewitness interviews.Armenians to two of Hagopian’s col-
On April 13, 2010, he and his wife, leagues on the AFF board who attendec
Antoinette Hagopian, and the Armenian the event, and Hagopian's work was

Institute for the preservation and dis- report of the evening, but his legacy will

semination of the Genocide testimoniesno doubt long endure.

on the internet. Bornin Kharpertin Historic Arme-
On Dec. 9, 2010, Hagopian was to

meet Steven Spielberg, Shoah'’s founder, Continued on page 4

Appeals Court Reverses Itself Over
Armenian Suit

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- A federal appeals court has reversed itgelf
and now says the heirs of Armenians killed in the Turkish Ottoman Empire
can seek payment from companies that sold their dead relatives life ifsur-
ance.

In arare and stunning move, the 9 U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in pan
Francisco on Friday changed its decision in the case.

At issue is a hotly debated law passed by the California Legislature in
2000 that labeled the killings nearly a century ago a “genocide.” Tjhat

characterization is fiercely rejected by Turkey.

Last year, the 9th Circuit invalidated the law as an improper confjict
with U.S. foreign policy.

But in its reversal, the court said there is no conflict because the feq
government does not have a clear policy regarding the mass killing
Armenians during the Turkish Ottoman Empire’s reign.

“This was totally unexpected,” attorney Brian Kabateck, who rep
sents the Armenian heirs, told the Associated Press. “It's a great victor
the Armenia people.”

Kabateck and other lawyers have filed similar lawsuits against New
York Life Insurance Co. and French insurer AXA, which were settled in 205
for a combined $37.5 million.

eral
of

|3

Fe-
for

Armenia to Modernization Armed Forces
With Long-Range Precision-Guided Weapons

YEREVAN -- Armenia is imple-  government commission dealing with
mentation a five-year plan to modern- defense and national security. One of
ize the nation’s armed forces which the documents dealt with army weap-
envisages the acquisition oflong-rangeonry, while the other detailed mea-
precision-guided weapons. The planissures to develop the Armenian defense
referred as the State Program ofindustry.

Developing Weaponry and Military The modernization plan is con-
Hardware in 2011-2015, according 10 nected with the persisting risk of an-
which the Armenian military will re- other Armenian-Azerbaijani war for
ceive “state-of-the-art weapons” and Nagorno-Karabakh. The Armenian
become “considerably” stronger as amilitary is believed to be already
result. equipped with short-range tactical mis-

The modernization plan is essen- sjles capable of striking military and
tially based on two documents ap-

proved in August by another Armenian Continued on page 4

Hundreds Rally In Yerevan On
Human Rights Day

YEREVAN -- Hundreds of oppo-
Film Foundation signed an historic agree-acknowledged at the gala. He passedsition supporters marched through cen-tional Congress (HAK) chanted their
ment with The USC Shoah Foundation away before he would have received atral Yerevan on Friday to mark Inter- names and also demanded President

tives of the opposition Armenian Na-

national Human Rights Day and reiter- Serzh Sarkisian’s resignation during
ate opposition demands for the releasehe peaceful protest not hindered by
of Armenia’s remaining “political pris- the police.

oners.”

The crowd led by top representa- Continuedonpage 4
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Israel Charny: WikiLeaks:
“The People of Israel Absolutely Know the "An Assessment of the Impact of the
Armenian Genocide; They Do Not Deny It” Disclosure of U.S. Diplomatic Documents”

Executive director of the Institute on the Holocaust and Genocide in YEREVAN -- The Armenian out history, all nations have sought
Jerusalem, Dr. Israel W. Charny was in Yerevan to participate in the internatiofginter for National and International to uncover the secrets of other coun-
scientific conference on Genocide. Following is the text of an interviewtudies (ACNIS) held a special brief- tries. In American history, the most
conducted with him by Panorama.am journalist. ing on “WikiLeaks” with an analysis famous case involving the release of
of the implications of the release of secrets was when Daniel Ellsberg
thousands of formerly confidential released the “Pentagon Papers,” a
and secret U.S. State Departmentdetailed record of military and stra-
cables and documents. tegic planning during the war in Viet-

ACNIS Director Richard nam. What was different this time,
Giragosian provided a brief over- however, was the sheer scale of the
view of “WikiLeaks,” a non-profit documents represents something
media organization “dedicated to new and more important, and the use
bringing important news and infor- of new technology (Internet, cyber
mation to the public” and seeking to security, etc.) was also something
“provide a secure and anonymousnew.” In this sense, he stressed,
way for independent sources around“WikiLeaks is only the platform, and
the world to leak information to our not the source of these documents.”
journalists.” Their official mission He then explained that the re-
\ is to “publish material of ethical, leased documents included US State
|

- What is the moral signifi-
cance of recognizing the Armenian
Genocide in the case of Israel?

- | am laughing but | am crying
and | am angry and | am laughing.
Israel’s failure to recognize the Arme-
nian Genocide is a terrible shame, it's
evil, it'’s a failure on our part and many
of us are fighting it day and night. |
have one piece of good news which
helps me to laugh; culturally we have
won the battle in Israel, the people of
Israel absolutely know the Armenian
Genocide, they do not deny it. The
Media in Israel, the newspapers, the
magazines, TV programs recognize
the Armenian Genocide, refer to it
regularly and | cannot think right now
of a single article even that is ever
supported the Government for its de-
nial, and yet the real politic, and you
see my fist, the manipulative approachGenocide and get back those miser-
to life that you look out for yourself able Turks” and Yossi writes in the
even when great moral principles areHa’aretz “When they speak to me that
involved is stillwinning and we have to way it makes me want to vomit.”
defeat it, so that’s the significance. - What means do the Jewis

- The recent developments scholars employ for the recognition
have led to an aggravation of Turk- of the Armenian Genocide by Is-
ish - Israeli relations. In this con- rael?
text, many people deem it possible - Academically of course, pro-
for Israel to recognize the Arme- fessionally of course, in terms of our
nian Genocide. Don’'t you think contributions to the culture continu-
that any considerations of the po- ously. We are all interviewed regu-
litical landscape in such a sensitive larly, we all give talks regularly, we are
and delicate issue may devalue the all on television regularly. The ques-
meaning of recognition of the Ar- tionis whether we have any means for
menian Genocide by the State of reachingthe political levelwhichis our
Israel? mutual enemy. And an interesting an-

- | appreciate your question be- swer is that there is a proposal in the
cause | agree completely. I would beinKnesset to recognize the Armenian
a very difficult position if Israel now Genocide, it was voted positively by
recognizes the Armenian Genocide,the Knesset a few months ago. This is
because th&urks have become allies a fine step-forward. In Israel it goes
of a totalitarian access of Iran, Syria from the Knesset to a committee. In

and people who are real threat to America it goes from the committee to mation’;)develope“d. _B_eginnir:g on 28 Serzh Sarglslyan th;\t Armenia must
Israel and to the whole free world. the Congress. The man having theNOvember 2010, "WikiLeaks” began agree to allow U.S. inspectors to

Still I want Israel to recognize the moveinthe KnessetisaKnessetmempubIIShIng over25Q,000 Ieaked_U._S. drop in unannounce?, or the little
Armenian Genocide under clear, moral ber who is the head of Israel’s tiny, iembassy cables, amec! at p'rowdmgcountry V,VOUId face “the cgtoff of
bases that it must be recognized andwveak, beautiful liberal party. His name an unpreceden1ted 'ns'ght _|n_tc_> th”e U.S. .as_S|sta”nce and certain export
honored. Yossi Sarid was one of theis Haim Oron. Politically we work with us Governmentgfore|gn activities.” restrictions.” In a later January
two ministers in Israel’s history who Haim Oron. By now there is a signifi- The cables, which date from 1966 2010 cable, the head of the Arme-

recognized the Armenian Genocide. cant number of Knesset members fromthrougJh the.end.of Februar.y 2_010’ nian Natlona.l Security Service,
Yossi was with me and Professor all the fractions including the man who contain confidential co_mm.unlcatlon_s Chairman Gorik Hako_byan, assured
Yair Auron, to pay tribute at the Ar- is the head of the Right Wing Govern- between 274 embassies in countriesthe U.S. 'that Armenia planned to
menian Genocide Memorial a few ment party of Knesset members Whothroughout the wo_rld and _the U.S. _comply \,"V'th all US demands, not-
years ago. Yossi is now a colonist for are very strongly in favour of the State l.)epart.ment n Washmgt(?‘n._ ing that Armen!a has a |,°t of prob-
Ha'aretz and he wrote, it's a bit funny resolution on the Armenian Genocide. G|rag05|an_ stressed that “this lems and there ',:5 no desire to create
but it's all very serious, he wrote a We do not expect to win, | am sorry to was really nothing new, as through- more problems.

column that he is getting calls from say this on television to Armenia. But
many people saying “Yossi ok now is we are doing our best. That's all we Ministry and the army command in phones and use them during a particu-

political and historical significance” Department cables covering a broad
and to “reveal suppressed and cen-eriod, from 1966 to February 2010
sored injustices.” and originating from 274 embassies,
Giragosian noted that consulates and diplomatic missions.
WikiLeaks has already become fa- Giragosian then noted that Irag was
mous before this latest release, statthe most discussed country, and An-
ing that in April 2010, WikiLeaks kara, Turkey was the most active
released a classified US military video producer.
depicting the indiscriminate slaying Giragosian then assessed the
of over a dozen people in Baghdadimplications for U.S. foreign policy
and, in July 2010, released a largein the region, with a specific focus
h set of documents, entitled “War Di- on U.S. diplomacy toward Armenia,
ary: Afghanistan War Logs,” fol- Nagorno Karabagh, Azerbaijan. For
lowed by a similar package of docu- Armenia, the most serious disclo-
ments, entitled “War Diary: Iraq War sure was the discovery by U.S. intel-
Logs,” released in October 2010. ligence that Armenia had transferred
He added that these latest leaksBulgarian missiles and rockets to
were very well organized, as WikiLeaks Iran, according to a December 2008
is working with four prominent media cable from the U.S. Secretary of
organizations: “The Guardian” in Brit- State. Those weapons were later
ain, “Le Monde” in France, “El Pais”in “recovered from militant attacks in
Spain, and “Der Spiegel” in Germany. which a U.S. soldier was killed and
“The Guardian” has shared the mate-six others were injured in Iraq,”
rial with “The New York Times” and according to a January 2009 cable
the five newspapers have been advisfrom the U.S. Embassy in Yerevan.
ing WikiLeaks on which documents to After Armenia’s alleged trans-
release, what redactions to make, ander of arms to Iran, then-Deputy
whento publish, Giragosian explained. Secretary of State John D.
The ACNIS director then de- Negroponte made it clear in a confi-
tailed how this latest “leak of infor- dential letter to Armenian President

the time to recognize the Armenian can do in any generation. response to a spate of non-combatiar time of the day to be determined by

deaths and other violent incidents their commanders. Many of them are

Armenian Military Launches Hotline among servicemen. believed to have done so secretly until
Dozens of officers and soldiers now.

For Comp]aints have been arrested, fired or demoted  The ministry said that under an

since August in connection with these agreement reached with Armenia’s

YEREVAN -- Armenia’s Defense the Armenian military “rapidly reactto cases highlighting chronic problems two leading wireless operators, sol-
Ministry has launched a hotline for problems related to military service within the Armenian army. Defense diers will not be charged for outgoing
reporting complaints of violence, cor- and issues preoccupying citizens.” Minister Seyran Ohanian has repeat-phone calls to their relatives and friends
ruption and other abuses within the That will also “strengthen the edly pledged to crack down on army agreeing to pay for them.
army ranks that have had a greaterarmy-society link,” said the statement. crime and make the armed forces more It is not yet clear whether mili-
public resonance in recent months. “The secrecy of communication is transparent to the public. tary personnel will be encouraged to

In a written statement issued on guaranteed,” it added. Late last month, the Defense Min- report grave incidents or other viola-
Monday, the ministry said the 24-hour The hotline is the latestin a seriesistry announced that army conscriptstions witnessed by them through the
telephone service is designed to helpof measures taken by the Defensewill now be allowed to possess mobile hotline.
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Interview With Seta Melkonian
Remembering Monte Melkonian: Armenian Revolutionary and Karabagh Commander

By Nora Vosbigian (London) This interview was conducted on the occasion of the English transla- by Monte and a group of friends is
tion and publication of Monte Melkonian’s book “A Self-Criticism.” The the next project we are looking into.
Q: How do you feel now that translation was made by his widow, Seta Melkonian. There is a large number of personal
“A Self-Criticism” has been pub- letters that have been preserved and
lished in English for the first time?  Self Criticism is about. world. We know that justice is not it is a huge task that | feel | need to
A: | feel that | have fulfilled an Q: What are your memories ~ what many politicians want. do, if | want to create the full picture
important responsibility. As the reader of Monte writing “A Self-Criti- Q: What do you considerto be  of who Monte really was. And of
will know, Monte wanted to present cism”? Monte’s central message in“A Self-  course there is his website, on which
his “A Self-Citicism” to the general A: We were living in Budapest, Criticism”? | already am working with a friend.
public since he wrote it in 1990. For Hungary at the time. We had rented a A: The central message in this we would like to create a kind of

twenty years this exceptional piece of small room at a middle aged couples’ writing is that the first step to correct virtual museum, where people could
writing has been kept away for rea- apartment. Since Monte did not like ourselves is admitting and acceptingget reliable and authoritative infor-
sons that were out of my hands. Somebeing inside especially after prison, our mistakes. It is choosing the right mation about Monte.

parts of it had been published before inwe spent most of our time outdoors. path by looking back, analyzing and Q: Finally, what do you hope
the media and his biography “My We usually took the bus and then taking responsibility for our deeds and people will take away from “A Self-
Brother's Road.” Now that it is being walked to Margaret Island on the mostimportantly moving forward with  Criticism”? How do you think Monte

published in a format that this writing Danube. It was a beautiful place with a constructive attitude. should be remembered?

is worthy of, | feel that another one of thermal baths, Japanese garden and  Q: In his writings Monte was A: As | said above, each and

Monte’s wishes is being realized. ponds with beautiful big fish and turtles often critical of the Armenian Gov-  every one of us should take an example
Q. What can you say about the swimming in them. We would choose ernment and especially so during from “A Self-Criticism” to do the same.

timing of this publication? a comfortable spot in the sun andand following the collapse of the |tis something that can help us even in
A: While the timing was a coinci- read, write and converse. One rainy USSR. What do you think he would  our everyday life. It is something that

dence, it seems everything happenglay we were imour little room, where make of the current situation? Monte himself was hoping we would

for areason. When one considers whathere was a small, square shaped table. A:He would be very disappointed. do, as he says “I hope that my self
is happening in the world generally and Monte was at the table. He put the full Monte was not scared to point out thecriticism will encourage other com-
in Armenia specifically, itis clear that stop on his writing. “Done!” he ex- mistakes that were being made andrades to write their self criticisms too.
the timing of this publication could not claimed and then handed it to me. Hehoped they would be corrected. He This process will only strengthen us
have been better. People who work inhad finishes A Self Criticism. was also against capitalism. He be-and make our future work healthier.”
the name ofnations and countries, Q: How do you feel about the lieved that mistakes could be corrected | think Monte should be remem-
ought to take an example from Monte. attempts to besmirch Monte’'s repu- and a fair and just country could be pered for his honesty, for his high
Stop look and analyze the work they tation by both Turkish circles and  built. A country where there would be regard towards life and the world. He
are doing and the impact they aresome Western press? no room for corruption, discrimina- should be remembered for his mod-
having. Self Criticism leads to ac- A: That is what some circles are tion and unaccountability. A country esty and his disregard for material
countability, which every responsible about. Besmirch good peoples’ repu- where justice, fairness and equal rightspossessions.

person should have, especially whentation when it does not suit them politi- would rule. Sadly, all these are no-

they are acting in the name of their cally. | know Monte was part of a where to be found in the current Re- BIBLIODETAILS:

people. | believe there should not beminority who deals with politics and public of Armenia. Monte Melkonian, A Self-Criti-
any top secrets which will put offi- manages to remain honest, which is Q: Can you tell us about other cism, translated by Seta Melkonian,
cials out of work or defame them, notvery characteristic in those circles. projects in the pipeline? | know edited by Gregory Topalian,

unless they are doing something veryl can say one thing: Monte did not have “Reality” is due for release in the London: Gomidas Institute, 2010.
wrong. It is likely they make mis- hatred in him, especially toward na- New Year, but what other projects 66 pp., ISBN 9781903656266,
takes, like everyone else, but accept-tions. He loved fellow human beings, are being mooted regarding UK£10.00/US$ 14.00. For more
ing the mistakes and correcting themhated discrimination and exploitation Monte’s rich legacy? information see

is the key. That is what Monte’s A on all levels and fought for a just A: Reality, which was written www.gomidas.org

Istanbul’s Armenian Architects Remembered
in Exhibition

ISTANBUL -- Armenian archi- Istanbul's recent history. Calikoglu
tects, who have built many well-known said architect Hasan Kuruyazici visu-
structures in Istanbul, are rememberedally documented the buildings on every
in an exhibition that opened Wednes-street in Kurtulus, Pangalti, Taksim,
day at the Istanbul Modern. The exhi- Cihangir, Tarlabasi, Tunel, Galata,
bition displays photos of 100 buildings Eminéni and Mahmutpasa.
constructed by 40 Armenian archi- “There will also be two short
tects who lived in Istanbul in the end of films screened during the exhibition
the 19th century and the beginning of and visitors will learn about the build-
the 20th century ings thanks to the sound system in the

An exhibition titled “Armenian exhibition area. In parallel with the
Architects of Istanbul in the Era of exhibition, designed by Erkal Levi, a
Westernization,” featuring photos of panel discussion on Istanbul’s Arme-
100 buildings constructed by 40 Ar- nian architects will be organized and
menian architects who lived in visitors will see the buildings accom- |
Istanbul at the end of the 19th centurypanied by guides.” i

and the beginning of the 20th century, Istanbul Capital of Culture

opened Wednesday at the IstanbulAgency Deputy Secretary-General o

Modern. Mehmet Gurkan said the moderniza- Raising awareness Ortakdy Mosque, Blyukada Port,
The exhibition is organized in tion period that started during the Speaking on behalf of the Hrant Beyazit Tower and Kadikdy Siireyya

collaboration with the Istanbul 2010 Tanzimat reform era brought innova- Dink Foundation, Sibel Asna said the Theater were built by Armenian archi-

European Capital of Culture Agency, tions in cultural fields and resulted in €xhibition reminded Istanbul residents tects,

Istanbul Modern, International Hrant changes to physical structures. He©f forgotten Armenian architects and The curator of the exhibition,

Dink Foundation and Architects and said settlement areas were also develtheir structures, and had a mission toHasan Kuruyazici, said they attached

Engineers Solidarity Association, or oped during that period and the city raise awareness about the protectionmportance to visual features of the

HAYCAR. needed architects. of those structures that are creatingexhibition during the preparation pro-
At a press conference for the Girkan said Armenian architects the silhouette of the city. _ cess. He said he carried out a 15-year

opening of the exhibition, chief cura- made many works during that period. Asna said a book prepared within stydy about the works of Armenian

tor Levent Calikoglu said the exhibition “Among the ones working for the pal- the scope of the exhibition, city tours architects in Istanbul and the photog-

featured more than 100 works by 40 ace, the Balyan brothers left their mark @nd conferences would also contrib-yaphy took one year.

Armenian architects whose names hadon many structures including the Ute to the issue. She said many re-  The exhibition will run until Jan.

been forgotten, adding that the educa-Ciragan, Beylerbeyi and Dolmabahce Nowned structures like Kuleli Military - 2.

tional event would also shed light on palaces.” School, Harbiye Military Museum, the HURRIET DAILY
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Genocide Documentary "Aghet" Screened to the time documented the horrors of the  The genocide, he explained, re-
. genocide despite their country’s political lates to other human rights issues such
Honor Human nghtS Day alliance with Turkey. as China’s denial of Liu Xiaobo’s Nobel
Response to the film has been Peace Prize this year.
positive in Germany, Friedler said, al- “They allinterweave,” Afeyan said,
though audiences “were a little bit adding that the issue is relevant today
shocked [that the German people] werebecause Turkey currently serves as the
involved in another genocide too.” sole Middle Eastern ally of the West, and
In Turkey, the film is currently the film insinuated that the United States
screened in private homes, and Friedlelis too afraid to venture into demanding

By Michelle M. Hu
(The Harvard Crimson)

In honor of this year's Human
Rights Day, the Institute of Politics and
Carr Center for Human Rights Policy

spread awareness of the 1915-1923 Ar 2 | said itis “being given away like a porno- proper recognition. Turkey, the film
menian genocide in Turkey by hosting a z graphic movie, under the table.” stated, is “too strategically important to
screening of the documentary Aghet: — Audience member Noubar Afeyan, risk upsetting.”
Nation Murder and a discussion on how a venture capitalist in Boston whose A segment in the film featuring
international relations have prevented nﬂ “ ET Armenian relatives were saved from the former Secretary of State Condoleezza
wider recognition of the incident. BN PLKER IR genocide by Germans in Turkey, said Rice stating that it was improper for the
Aghet, which is Armenian for = the new documentary, despite its cen-United States to take a stance prompted
“genocide,” featured never-before-seen T v s P tury-old subject matter, was appropriate laughter, booing, and hissing from the
footage that was released to the publig e for Human Rights Day. 200-member audience, many of who
after 90 years in German archives. o T it v b “It rarely gets coverage,” he said. were of Armenian descent.

German-Australian director Eric
Friedler, who was on the panel that

J. Michael Hagopian Dies at 97

spoke after the screening, produced thqgaiiiaTy . =

film with these firsthand accounts, along Armenians in Turkey incited the firstuse Continued from page 1 ment, one of Hagopian’s main interests
with footage of modern events related toof the term “genocide,” it has only gar- was to help create permanent Armenian
the genocide. nered recognition from 21 nations aroundniain 1913, Hagopian survived the Geno-studies programs in major universities in

The discussion, featuring Friedler, the world, including Germany, accord- cide because his mother hid him in awell America. As the initial West Coast mem-
Executive Director ofthe Carr Center Charlie ing to the Armenian National Institute. behind the family home. His father was ber of the National Association of Arme-
Clements, and Presidentofthe SyriacLeague  The response of Germany, which spared because he was an importanhian Studies and Research, he worked to
of Lebanon Habib Afram, focused on the was allied with Turkey during World medical doctor, and the family left Tur- endow the first two chairs in the United

genocide’s recognition in the world. War |, was integral to the incident, key for Boston, Mass., in 1922, eventu- States, at Harvard in 1959 and at UCLA
Though the systematic deporta- according to Friedler. German diplo- ally settling in Fresno, Calif., in 1927. in 1965.

tion and extermination of 1.5 million mats and volunteers in Turkey during Hagopian attended Fresno State Armenian community leaders ap-

University, transferring to UC Berkeley, proached Hagopian about making a film

International Conference on Genocide where he received his bachelor's andto mark the 50th anniversary of the

master’s degrees in political science. HeArmenian Genocide. In 1965 he pro-

Continued from page 1 cides,]” he said. went on to earn another masters and aluced the film Where Are My People,

Turkey must admit its own his- Ph.D. in Government and International which was aired on KCOP TV in Los
Turkish scholar also participating in tory if it wants to be part of civilized Relations from Harvard University. Af- Angeles. It was then that he realized that
the conference, said such recognitionworld Akcam emphasized. According ter serving in the U.S. Army Air Corps the witnesses to the Armenian Genocide
would make it much harder for the to him, Turkey is not the authoritarian during World War Il, he taught at several were fast dying, and he began filming
Turkish state to claim that Armenians country it used to be — the country is universities, including Banares Hindu Uni- survivors. He made 17 documentaries
died in much smaller numbers and noton its way to democracy. Akcam stated versity, India; American University of about Armenian heritage, culture and
as a result of a premeditated govern-that the issue of Armenian Genocide Beirut, Lebanon; UCLA, and Oregon history. In 1976, he received two Emmy
ment policy. must not be made a card in the super-State University. While teaching, he dis- nominations for the writing and produc-
“I strongly recommend recogni- powers’ hands. covered a lack of good films to show his tion of The Forgotten Genocide, which
tion of the Armenian genocide,” Akcam Taner Akcam is one of the lead- classes and concluded that he couldaired on KCET.
told journalists. “This is also important ing Turkish academics that recognizedproduce better documentaries. The last film Hagopian wrote, di-
for the prevention [of more geno- the Armenian Genocide. After completing two years of rected and produced was The River Ran
graduate work in cinema at the Univer- Red, a 58-minute documentary that
sity of Southern California, Hagopian opened the Eighth Annual Arpa Interna-
embarked on a new career as writer tional Film Festival on Oct. 24, 2008, at

Armenia to Modernization Armed Forces

Continued from page 1 year. The Armenian defense budgetfiimmaker and producer. In 1952 he the Egyptian Theatre in Hollywood, Ca-
for 2011 is projected at only $405 founded Atlantis Productions, Inc., and lif. The River Ran Red, the third film in

civilian targets in Azerbaijan. million. as its president created award-winninga trilogy about the Genocide, was voted
The planned modernization of the Armenia has so far been able to atfilms for instructional and informational Best International Historical Documen-

Armenian armed forces comes amid aleast partially offset the widening use in the classroom and on television.tary by the New York International Film

continuing military build-up in spending gap with close military ties His earlier films were about the peoples & Video Festival in 2009 and won many
Azerbaijan and Azerbaijani leaders’ with Russia. Its membership in the and cultures of India, Nigeria, the Middle other awards.

growing threats to end the Karabakh Russian-led Collective Security Treaty East as well as Native Americans and Several of Hagopian’s films were

conflict by force. The Azerbaijani Organization (CSTO) allows it to re- include the well-respected Jerusalem -produced under grants from the U.S.
government’s defense spending is dueceive Russian weapons at cut-downCenter of Many Worlds and Asian Earth, Office of Education and the Ethnic Heri-

to soar further, to over $3 billion, next prices or even free of charge. which won several film festival awards. tage Program, the MacArthur Founda-
During his early filmmaking expe- tion, California Endowment for the Hu-

Hundreds Rally In Yerevan ditions, Hagopian trekked 1,500 miles to manities, Milken Foundation and Cali-

the source of the Ganges River, becom{ornia State Department of Education.
Continued from page 1 pants claimed that Armenia’s current ingthe first man to film in color the entire Hagopian received numerous hon-

government is unwilling to improve its length of the river to the holy source. For ors, including Jewish World Watch’s “I
Among the protesters were two human rights record criticized by West- this and other remarkable adventures, hanitness” Award for dedicating his pro-
opposition activists set free this month ern governments and watchdogs. “If thewas invited to join the prestigious fessional life to chronicling the Arme-
after spending more than two years inauthorities are not elected, human rightsExplorer’s Club, New York, and nian Genocide, the Arpa Lifetime
prison on charges stemming from the will naturally be violated,” one man told Adventurer’s Club, Los Angeles. Achievement Award, and the Armin T.
2008 post-election violence in the capi- RFE/RL’s Armenian service. In 1961, he married Antoinette Wegner Humanitarian Award.
tal. About a dozen other HAK loyalists “Under these authorities, ourrights Hobden, and they settled in Thousand Hagopian is survived by his wife,
remain behind bars. will never be protected,” said another Oaks in 1963. A major force in the Antoinette; children James Michael, Maui,
“We are not leaving the streets. protester. “We willgetrid ofthemsoon.” formative years of Thousand Oaks, Hawaii; Joanne, Berkeley, Calif.; David,
Our will and desire to achieve victory Armen Harutiunian, the human Hagopian was active in its incorporation Thousand Oaks; and William, Honolulu,
are not fading away,” Aram Manukian, rights ombudsman, similarly described as a city and served on many civic Hawaii; and five grandchildren.
a leading member of the opposition the government’s rights record as “non- committees. In 1990 he laid the ground- In lieu of flowers donations may
alliance, told the crowd at the end of satisfactory” after meeting with stu- work for the establishment of a sister- be made to the Armenian Film Founda-
the demonstration. dents at a Yerevan public school on thecity relationship between Thousand Oakstion or the Conejo Valley Historical Soci-
The regime against which we fight occasion. He said that each year hisand Spitak, a city in Armenia that he ety. Donations may be sent c/o Arme-
is now weakening and falling apart,” said office receives about 5,000 citizen com- visited and filmed after the devastating nian Film Foundation, 2219 Thousand
Levon Zurabian, the HAK'’s central of- plaints about various abuses allegedlyearthquake that hit the country on Dec.Oaks Blvd., Suite 292, Thousand Oaks,
fice coordinator. committed by law-enforcement, judicial 7, 1988. California 91362, or made online at
Both the organizers and partici- and other state bodies. In addition to his local involve- www.armenianfilm.org.
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Friday, December 31st &7:30pm

Cateﬂring by "La",lfugata" 2

Entertaiﬁment: DJ Extreme Su‘qmds

"Surprises,
6-794-7942

¢ RSVP:

"Stepan”

A.G.B.U. PASADENA I:"E\HTEH
-;i-ﬂIHE East Mountain St. Pasadena, E:A

TICHETS: ADULTS - $100.-
Drinks indiudad
CHILDREN 4 -12 y.ﬂ-ﬂrﬁ old - SG0D.-
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BURBANK AIRPORT

BID REQUEST

General Contractors

Qualified “B” licensed General Building Contractors are in-

Burbank-Glendale-Pasadena Airport Authority by 2:05 PM, Janu-
ary 20, 2011. The Work includes, but is not limited to, the following

vited to submit a sealed bid on Project E10-33, Module 12.7 to the

Installation of new doors, new windows, air conditioning, insulatiof

Family Condo Units. Bidders may obtain construction document
from the Bob Hope Airport Web Site at bobhopeairport.com unde
Business Opportunities and are encouraged to do so prior to t
mandatory pre-bid conference. All Bidders shall register with the
Airport Engineering Department either via web site or in person
Bids submitted by firms who have not registered with Airport

bid conference has been scheduled for January 6, 2011, at 10
A.M. at the Bob Hope Airport Engineering Offices, 2800 N. Clybourr
Ave., Burbank, California.

Engineering will be considered non-responsive. A mandatory Pr¢-

and correction of some code deficiencies for: Forty (40) Sing}e
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Yes, | wish to subscribe to Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (one year)
* $50,00 for USA
*$60,00 (second class), $ 75,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.
* $85,00 (second class), $ 125,00 (Air Mail) Overseas.

Name: -----—--——————--
Address: ----------—--
City: --------- State

Country:
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Dinner Dance

Music performed by
UNEEK ENTERTAINMENT

DJ Sako
Entertaining program with many surprises
Santa Claus, gifts for children,
December 31, 2010, starting at 8§ pm.

Garo Soghanalian Hall
1060 N. Allen Ave., Pasadena, CA 91104

Donation: $50 ($25 for children)
Please call (626) 429-8366 Dzovig
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