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Future Movement California
Invites you to attend
the Sixth Annual Memorial
Honoring the Life and Vision of
His Excellency the Late Prime Minister

Rafic B. Al-Hariri

Neovember I, 1994 — February 14, 2005
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Sarkisian and Clinton Discussed Karabakh International Crisis Group Warns of
. . . ¢ . 9 .
Conflict and Armenia-Turkey Relations 'Accidental War’ Between Armenia and
Azerbaijan

MUNICH -- Armenia’s President last year and thanked Sarkisian for the
Serzh Sarkisian held a meeting with USwarm reception during that visit. An arms race, escalating front-
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton on Speaking aboutthe Armenia-Tur- line clashes, vitriolic war rhetoric and

nematone riss roup

February 5 on the sidelines of the key normalization, Clinton said the US a virtual breakdown in peace talks are
Security Summit held in Munich, Ger- is committed in helping the two coun- increasing the chance Armenia and

many. tries to continue the process of estab-Azerbaijan will go back to war over

Sarkisian highlighted the impor- lishing relations. Nagorno Karabakh. Preventing this is WEQHHE ]ﬂ FF“EHT
tance of the role US plays in the settle- Sarkisian and Clinton also discussedurgent. Increased military capabilities -
ment of the Nagorno-Karabakh con- the further development of bilateral ties on both sides would make a new armed EI]HF”ET MHLH]"H:

flict, as well as in maintaining peace between the US and Armenia, as well asconflict in the South Caucasus far
and security in the region. issues related to expanding the relationgmore deadly than the 1992-1994 one

He also thanked Clinton for the between the two countries. that ended with a shaky truce. Neitherrioration over the past year. Neither
“clear-cut and balanced” approach the The parties also referred to the side would be likely to win easily or government is planning an all-out of-
US had over the Karabakh conflict at current phase of the Karabakh con-quickly. Regional alliances could pull fensive in the near term, but skir-
the OSCE Summit in Astana last year.flict, as well as to issues referring to in Russia, Turkey and Iran. Vital oil mishes that already kill 30 people a

Clinton, in turn, said she had the process of the reforms being madeand gas pipelines near the front linesyear could easily spiral out of control.
good memories of her visit to Armenia in Armenia. would be threatened, as would theltis unclear if the leaders in Yerevan
cooperation between Russia and Tur-and Baku thoroughly calculate the po-
. key that is central to regional stability. tential consequences of a new round
Karabakh Mediators Start Another Tour Another refugee crisis would be likely. of tit-for-tat attacks. Ambiguity and

Of Conflict Z.one To startreversing this dangerous down-lack of transparency about operations

ward trend, the opposing sides shouldalong the line of contact, arms deals
sign a document on basic principlesand other military expenditures and
for resolving the conflict peacefully even the state of the peace talks all
and undertake confidence-building contribute to a precarious situation.
steps to reduce tensions and avert a Monitoring mechanisms should
resumption of fighting.

There has been significant dete- Continued on page 3

Official Turkey Said to be Making Plans For
Attending April 24 Ceremonies

YEREVAN (ArmeniaNow.com) cide observances does not state what
-- According to a report on Hulig.com, official actions it will take, it did state
the government of Turkey says it will that Turkey will participate actively in
formally participate in commemora- April 24 observances and step up con-
tion services held April 24 throughout tacts with the Armenian diaspora, in
the world in recognition of the Arme- particular the Armenian community in
nian Genocide. the United States. Turkey said the
The Day of Remembrance has move is aimed at overcoming the ‘psy-
often been marked in Turkey, though chological barrier’ between Turkey
the official government policy is that and Armenia.”
OSCE Minsk Group co-chairmenin Yerevan the “atrocities” of 1915-18 were not When approached by
genocide and such commemorationsArmeniaNow for reaction to the Turk-
YEREVAN -- The U.S., Russian after the failure by Armenia’s and have been tolerated but not officially ish announcement, Hayk Demoyan,
and French diplomats co-chairing the Azerbaijan’s presidents to reach anyendorsed. director of the Armenian Genocide
OSCE Minsk Group metwith Armenia’s agreements on the margins of an OSCE Last year, during Armenia and Museum Institute, said he had not
leaders on Wednesday at the start of aummit held in Astana, Kazakhstan.  Turkey’s fated “protocol process”, a heard of such a statement out of Tur-
fresh round of regional shuttle diplo- The co-chairs are scheduled togroup of Turkish intellectuals joined key but that he would not be surprised
macy aimed at brokering a solutionto thetravel to Stepanakert on Thursday andthe ceremonies in Istanbul’'s Taksim to learn of it.
Nagorno-Karabakh. end their regional tour in Baku later this Square — the first time that notable It isn’'t expected that a Turkish
The mediators refused to talk to week. members of the Turkish public (though official would visit Tsitsernakaberd,
media as they proceeded to the presiden- “We have no special expectations not government officials) joined in the the memorial Yerevan, but rather,
tial palace in Yerevan after talks with fromtheirvisit,” DavitBabayan, aspokes- commemoration. would make an appearance at services
Foreign Minister Edward Nalbandian. man for Karabakh President Bako ArmeniaNow has not seen the in another country.
“We won't be answering any ques- Sahakian, told RFE/RL’s Armenian ser- official announcement, but according Demoyan calls such intention
tions,” the group’s French co-chair, vice. “It's just another opportunity to to the website report (citing the Turk- Turkey’s “plan B".
Bernard Fassier, told RFE/RL's Arme- exchange thoughts over processes goingsh daily Sabah): “The announcement “Turkey’s plan ‘A, i.e. the strict
nian service. on in the Azerbaijani-Karabakh conflict comes on the heels of Turkey’s first denial of genocide was not effective.
President Serzh Sarkisian’s office and regional developments in general.” official participation in ceremonies ob- Now they try to act from ‘within’,”
gave no details of his meeting with the Babayan made clear that the serving the Jewish Holocaust. On Ho- Demoyan said. “We now witness the
mediators. A separate statement by theKarabakh Armenian leadership expectslocaust Remembrance Day, Jan. 27, @uds of this new policy and I will not
Armenian Foreign Ministry said no breakthrough in the negotiating pro- representative of Turkey’s Foreign be surprised if by April 24 we will see
Nalbandian discussed with them the re-cess this year. “The status is the mostMinistry visited Istanbul’'s Jewish com- flowers.”
sults of his January 24 meeting in Mos- realistic scenario,” he said. munity, and Minister for European In any case, it is also likely that
cow with the Azerbaijani and Russian Meanwhile, Armenia’'s Defense Union Affairs Egemen Bagis became any such gesture by Turkey may be
foreign ministers. Ministry announced on Wednesday thatitthe first Turkish government official seen as a political move, aimed at
None of the three ministers issued has ordered its forces to take “large-scaleto visit the Holocaust memorial at softening perceptions of Turkey’s
any statements after the Moscow meet-measures” againstwhatit called increasedAuschwitz. hard-line historic position, as the gov-
ing. They already met in the Russian Azerbaijani sniper activity along the Ar- “While the Turkish government ernment continues its courting for
capital on December 9, just over a weekmenian-Azerbaijani “line of contact.” statement about the Armenian geno-membership in the European Union.
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European Firms Discuss Investment Plans In
Karabakh
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Sarsang reservoirin Karabakh feeds the territory’s largest hydro-electric
station

STEPANAKERT -- A group of

“The energy sector is particu- nians, founder of “Union of Dersim
entrepreneurs from Austria, the Czechlarly attractive to them because the Armenians” Mihran Gultekin told re-

FEBRUARY 12, 2011

Dersim Armenians Re-Discovering Their
Ancestral Roots- Mihran Gultekin

i u

Founder of “Union of Dersim Armenians” Mihran Gultekin

YEREVAN -- 75 percent of announce their Armenian descent in
Dersim population is converted Arme- Dersim, Gultekin said.

Mihran Gultekin, now 51 old,
knew that he is Armenian since he was

Republic and Slovakia offered to in- government of Artsakh (Karabakh) has porters in Yerevan (Dersim is a region seven years old; however, he managed
vest millions of dollars in Nagorno- adopted an exceedingly progressiveof eastern Turkey, which includes to fulfill his dream of returning his
Karabakh’s economy during a visit to program,” said Grigorian. “They are TunceliProvince, Elazig Province, and identity only at the age of 50. His 21-

Stepanakert on Friday.

The businessmen met with electric stations. Artsakh is laying the
Karabakh leadership and received afoundation of a modern energy systemnian, is paying his first visit to Armenia.
that doesn’'t exist elsewhere in the He noted that several years ago histeach Armenian to those who don't

positive response to their plans.
According to Ashot Grigorian,
the Armenian-born owner of a Slovakian

South Caucasus.”

going to build a cascade of hydro- Bingdl Province).

year-old son has also been converted,
and he is baptized as Hrant.
In the beginning the union must

Mihran Gultekin, a Turkish-Arme-

family decided to announce their Arme- know their mother tongue, which, ac-

Under that program, Karabakh nian descent and to restore their Arme-cording to Mihran, is again difficult,
energy consulting firm who organized will stop importing electricity from

nian name. Gultekin was baptized as abecause there is a lack of specialists of

the trip, they are specifically interested Armenia in 2012 and be able to export Christian, changed his Turkish name the Armenian language, therefore vol-
in the local energy, construction and power g@erated by its fast-flowing Selahattin, and now is known as Mihran unteer youth groups from Istanbul to

agriculture sectors. He said they wouldrivers in the following years. Ara Prkich (Mihran Savior)
like to start out with pilot projects Harutiunian, the Karabakh prime
minister, described “food security family as an Armenian one. For along nians to be activated. Armenia was

worth a total of at least $15 million.

help them.

“In Dersim, everyone knows our “We want our ties with Arme-

“For the time being, we are talk- and energy independence” as histime we had spoken about returning tointroduced to our youth as a backward
ing about each of the firms investing government’s chief economic pri- our Armenian roots. After studying a country, but | am astonished to see

only several million dollars,” Grigorian orities in late December.
told RFE/RL’s Armenian service. “But

series of international archives | ap- this developed city — Yerevan,” Mihran

In Grigorian’s words, the talks plied to the court and changed my says, appealing to everybody to join

if the process goes well, they will withthe Karabakh leaders, though pro-name, then | founded the “Union of their festival to be organized in August

invest more serious sums.”

ductive, did not go smoothly. “I think Dersim Armenians,” speaker said.
Bako Sahakian, the president of that apart from economic calculations,
Nagorno-Karabakh Republic (NKR), peoplein Artsakh should also take into Armenians are now appealing to court,

in Dersim, where the culture of
Gultekin noted that some of the Dersimtsi Armenians will be presented.
“There are many common things,

was quoted by his office as welcoming account the fact that when a plant isconverting to Christianity and taking like dances. For example, Kochari [Ar-
rare foreigninvestors visiting Stepanakertopened here [by foreigners] it marks aan Armenian name. But this is not a menian national circular dance] which

and promising to support them.
Georgi Petrosian, the NKR for-
eign minister said he warned the busi-

their independence,” he said.

further step towards recognition of general tendency, despite the absencéor all our lives we thought was a

of pressure by the ruling power of Kurdish dance, but now we under-

“People in Artsakh take out their Turkey. The greater part of hidden stand that it is Armenian. Besides, |

nessmen that their projects are certaincalculator and start calculating [poten- Armenians of Dersim, according heard songs performed by the Arme-
to infuriate Azerbaijan, which consid- tial] profits and so on, and if they see Gultekin, is afraid that the nationalist nian choir in Istanbul and | realized
ers any foreign investmentin Karabakh that the profits are not that high, they regime may be back and may represshat | had heard all those songs in

illegal. He said they were unfazed by say, ‘Investin Armenia,
likely Azerbaijani protests.

complained them.
the Slovakian-Armenian businessman.

Kurdish,” Mihran says, adding, “We
Currently over 200 families have need to re-find our culture.”

U.S.-Armenian Businessman Arrested In

Child Sex Scandal

YEREVAN -- A U.S. business-
man of Armenian descent who until
recently worked as an adviser to Prime
Minister Tigran Sarkisian was arrested
on Wednesday on sex abuse chargeps®
stemming from media reports that im-
plicated him in pedophilia.

Armenia’s National Security Ser-
vice told RFE/RL’s Armenian service §
that Serop Der-Boghossian, the owne
of a mining company based in the
northern town of Akhtala, was for-
mally charged with “coercing” other

individuals into having sex with him. mosexual contacts with Akhtala teen- foonery organized against me.”
The accusation carries heavy fines andagers in 2009-2010 in return for cash

up to three years’ imprisonment. and other “material assistance.”

In a separate statement, the Of-

said one of the young men has threat-inquiry launched by the local police.
ened to publicize purported video evi- Prime Minister Sarkisian also ex-
dence of their sexual relationship if pressed serious concern at the scandal
Der-Boghossian does not pay him on February 2, saying that the inquiry
$30,000. Speaking to RFE/RL’s Ar- will be “speedy, comprehensive and
menian service, Der-Boghossian ac-transparent.”
cused the man of blackmail and dis- Der-Boghossian was listed as an
missed the sex allegations. adviser to Sarkisian on the Armenian
Der-Boghossian, whose Metal government’'s website until January
Prince company is the small town’'s 31. But according to the prime
main employer, reiterated the denial in minister’s office, the Metal Prince
a written statement issued on Februaryowner stopped working for the gov-
3. He said unnamed individuals are ernment on December 31 for reasons
now trying to discredit him in an effort unrelated to the scandal.
to seize his company. The U.S.-Arme- Article 140 of the Armenian
nian businessman said he will ask law-Criminal Code, under which Der-
enforcement bodies to identify “the Boghossian is prosecuted, refers to
masterminds and authors of the buf-sex crimes committed against per-
sons of all ages. The NSS did not
The allegations were taken seri- invoke the code’s Article 141 which
ously by the Armenian authorities. A deals with child molestation and sexual

The Yerevan newspaper “Hetq” senior prosecutor, Artur Ghambarian, harassment of minors. It carries fines

fice of the Prosecutor-General allegedmade similar allegations in an article last week urged law-enforcement au-and prison sentences of up to two
that Der-Boghossian engaged in ho-published on January 31. The paperthorities in Yerevan to take over an years.
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International Crisis Group Warns of ‘Accidental War’ Between Armenia and Azerbaijan

Continued from page 1 ciples agreement, first outlined by the dence. Armeniansinitially called the sevenKarabakh authorities should cease sup-
Organisation for Security and Coopera- districts they occupy around Nagorno- porting activities that make the status
be strengthened and confidence-build-tion in Europe (OSCE) in 2005 and Karabakh a “security zone”, but a grow- quo more intolerable for Azerbaijan and
ing steps implemented to decrease thaliscussed since then between Presiing number now regularly refer to them thus use of force seem a more attractive
chance of an accidental war. dents Sargsyan (Armenia) and Aliyev as the “liberated territories” or “historic option for its leaders and public, such as
At the same time, more has to be (Azerbaijan), with the help of the U.S., Armenian lands” that should never be settling Armeniansin occupied Azerbaijani
doneto change a status quo thatis deepliRussia and France OSCE Minsk Groupreturned to Azerbaijan. territories, renaming previously
damaging to Azerbaijan; 586,000 Azeris co-chairs. Atthe OSCE Summitin Astana Azerbaijanis insist that any peace Azerbaijani majority towns and under-
are internally displaced (IDPs) from in December 2010, the two presidentssettlement must preserve their country’staking unilateral archaeological excava-
Nagorno-Karabakh and adjacent areasreaffirmed their commitment to find a territorial integrity and guarantee IDPs tions.
and some 16 per cent of the country’sfinal settlement based on international the right of return, including to Nagorno- Both Armenia and Azerbaijan
territory is occupied. Otherwise, law, including six points that have gen- Karabakh, while Armenians seek the should accede to the Rome Statute of the
Azerbaijan public opinion and leadership erally been accepted as part of the basicight to full self-determination for the International Criminal Court.
will feel justified to use the military principles, butthey did not signthe long- (Armenian) population of Nagorno- The international community
assets Baku has been accumulating at aawaited agreement. Further deteriora-Karabakh, including the possibility of should step up its efforts to discourage
increased rate: the already substantiation in the security environmentis likely independence. the dangerous arms race in the region. In
defence budget is slated to rise by somdo make agreement on the basic prin- To reduce the dangers of a new particular Russia, as an OSCE Minsk
45 per cent between 2010 and 2011, tcciples more difficult. war and improve the environment for Group co-chair, but also others, should
$3.1 billion out of a total $15.9 billion 2010 saw little progress in the conflict resolution: uphold the non-binding UN and OSCE
state budget. Minsk Group-mediated talks. Both Armenia and Azerbaijan should arms embargoes on Armenia and
Weapons purchases, belligerentcapitals argue they have offered theformally endorse the basic principles, Azerbaijan.
rhetoric and offensive posturing along maximum concessions. Presidentpromote more pragmatic public discus- The OSCE, with full support of the
the front lines may be tactics to pressureAliyev publicly stated that he largely sion on the value of such an agreementMinsk co-chair countries, should en-
Yerevan into concessions at the negoti-accepted the basic principles as elabo+educe belligerent rhetoric and not de-courage the parties to broaden its ob-
ating table, but they also could be signsrated in February 2010, while Presi- mand at this stage that a fixed timeframeserver mission’s mandate to authorise
of preparation to use force before thedent Sargsyan remained noncommit-be set or a specific outcome be pre-investigation of claimed violations and
country’s oil revenues are projected total. The Azerbaijani leadership has be-ordained or excluded in a referendum tospontaneous monitoring, including with
decline after 2014. Similarly, Armenia gun to warn that diplomacy has been indetermine Nagorno-Karabakh's final sta- remote surveillance capabilities, and to
and Nagorno-Karabakh — aware of thisvain and threaten that it may withdraw tus. agree to a significant increase in the
time line and the risk of a nationalist from negotiations if Yerevan contin- The parties should undertake con- number of monitors, as an interim mea-
gamble — may be tempted to try a pre-ues “simulating talks”. fidence-building measures alongthe frontsure until a peacekeeping force is de-
emptive strike. Azerbaijan’s armed forces President Sargsyan has little do- lines, including withdrawal of snipers ployed as part of the implementation of
are estimated at nearly 95,000, Armenia’smestic room for manoeuvre. Most Ar- from the line of contact (in accordance a peace agreement.
and Nagorno-Karabakh’s at around menians feel the risks of changing thewith OSCE recommendations), suspen- A subsequent briefing will exam-
70,000. The two sides’ arsenals arestatus quo outweigh the benefits. Theysion of large-scale military exercises ine hew approaches for advancing the
increasingly deadly, sophisticated andsay they would have to withdraw with- near the line of contact, the pullback andnegotiations and implementing any deal
capable of sustaining a protracted war.out a real guarantee of security, in returncessation of use of any artillery and a haltand provide recommendations on addi-
Both can hit large population centres, for a vaguely-defined “interim status” to trench advancements towards eachional steps external parties could take in
critical infrastructure and communica- for Nagorno-Karabakh that would in- other’s positions. Armenia should stop support of peace.

tions. clude a promise of a vote on final statussending regular army conscripts to serve
Conflict prevention would be best but no indication of when it would occur in Nagorno-Karabakh. Thilisi/Baku/Yerevan/
ensured by signature of the basic prin-and whether it could lead to indepen- Armenia and the de facto Nagorno- Istanbul/Brussels

Kocharian In Row With Sarkisian's
Ruling Party

YEREVAN --Inarare public state- to Kocharian, said he “did not mean to
ment that will stoke speculation about offend” the HHK and its leader.
his political comeback, former President “The nature of the unfolded debate
Robert Kocharian has backed businessshowed that, unfortunately, some politi-
man Gagik Tsarukian in a spat with the cians have an extremely short memory,
ruling Republican Party of Armenia Kocharian said, referring to Tsarukian’s
(HHK). critics.

In aninterview with the Mediamax “I think few people doubted at that
news agency published late on Monday,time that as a president, | am able to no
Kocharian said he exerted considerableonly form but lead (both formally and
influence on the party led by his succes-informally) the [HHK-controlled] parlia-
sor Serzh Sarkisian and deserves creditmentary majority,” he told Mediamax. “I
for its past electoral successes. He alssimply chose a different model of inter-
stressed that Armenia’s next parliamen-action with the parliament and parties,
tary elections should be democratic(?),which was more effective at that time
describing as an “imperative” the needand enabled the president to fully con-
to have “fair political competition” inthe centrate on state governance, while re - .
upcoming parliamentary elections taining a large room for maneuver in Sarkisianand Kocharian: Happy days are gone?

Some HHK representatives hitback internal political affairs.”
on Tuesday with comments that threat- Kocharian said he personally Kocharian did not specify whom Byt, he stressed, it has been and will be
ened to cause a potentially far-reachingstrengthened the HHK during his 1998- he will support in the elections due in “consolidated around Serzh Sarkisian.”
rift with the ex-president. 2008 presidency by “advising” many May 2012 or whether he will be involved “And since the second president

Kocharian’s interview was governmentofficialstojoinit. “Inciden- in the race in any way. Media commen- ajso looks to the future, | must say that
prompted by the HHK’s latest argument tally, many of them now sit on the tators have speculated over the past yeafe associate our present and future with
with Tsarukian and his Prosperous Ar- party’s governing bodies,” he noted. thathe is keen to return to governmentinthe implementation of our party’s pro-
menia Party (BHK), a junior partner in “In 2003 and 2007, every single some capacity through the BHK. grams under the leadership of Serzh
Sarkisian’s governing coalition. It was name on the HHK’s electoral slates was Tsarukian's party has expressed Sarkisian and nobody else,” Sharmazanov
sparked by Tsarukian’s January 29 claimagreed with me,” Kocharian continued, its intention to make a strong showing in told RFE/RL’s Armenian service.
that Kocharian could have headed thereferring to disputed parliamentary elec- the polls. So has the more powerful Galust Sahakian, an HHK deputy
HHK if he had wanted to. The remark tions swept by the party. HHK. chairman, went further, saying that
drew stern rebukes from top HHK rep- “But all this is history now, and it Commenting on Kocharian’s re- Kocharian owes a lot to the Republicans.
resentatives. doesn’t matter who could have done marks, the HHK's chief spokesman, “The Republican Party enabled the [former]

A BHK spokesman scoffed at the what but hasn't, or vice versa. What | Eduard Sharmazanov, said the party,president to realize his programs,” he told
criticism before Tsarukian tried to lower find imperative now is the need for fair officially headed by Sarkisian since 2008, reporters. “Kocharian made a big contri-
the temperature in the row last week. political competition in the upcoming was the ex-president’'s main supportpytion to the results achieved over ten
The tycoon, who is reputed to be closeparliamentary elections,” he said. base throughout his decade-long rule.years, but nothing more.”
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Armenian Bar Association to Honor André Deacons Association of the Western Diocese
Birotte Jr., United States Attorney for the Officially Formed
Central District of California = . ||
: - ] -

GLENDALE -- On Thursday,
February 24, 2011, at the Phoenicia
Restaurant, the Armenian Bar Asso-
ciation (ArmenBar) will honor André
Birotte Jr., United States Attorney for
the Central District of California.
ArmenBar Chairman Edvin Minassian
described Mr. Birotte as “one of the
most accomplished prosecutors in the
Federal service, one whose profes-
sional experience includes serving as
the inspector general of the Los Ange-
les Police Commission for the 12 years,
an Assistant United States Attorney, a
deputy public defender in Los Angeles,
and an adjunct professor at University
of Southern California’s Gould School |
of Law. We are proud to recognize and
honor him for his over two decades of
public service.” Assistant United States Attorney in Los

In September 2009, President Angeles and as a deputy public defender =~ BURBANK - The Deacons Asso- gory, Pasadena; St. Garabed, Rancho
Barak Obama appointed Mr. Birotte as in Los Angeles. He is a graduate of Tuftsciation of the Western Diocese of the Mirage; St. John Garabed, San Diego;
United States Attorney for the Central University and the Pepperdine Univer- Armenian Church of North America St. Peter, Van Nuys; St. Paul, Fresno;
District of California, which includes sity School of Law was officially formed with the adoption St. James, Sacramento; St. Apcatr,
seven counties, Los Angeles, Orange, Known for its exquisite Mediter- of bylaws at the ® Annual Deacons Scottsdale; and the mission parishes of
Riverside, San Bernardino, San Luisranean cuisine, Phoenicia RestaurantAssembly held on Saturday, January 29,La Verne and Ventura County.

Obispo, Santa Barbara, and Ventura, ands located 343 N. Central Avenue in 2011, under the auspices of the Primate Delegates discussed various con-
a population that is the largest of any Glendale, at the corner of Central andAbp. Hovnan Derderian, atthe Diocesancerns, the uniformity of services, and
district in the country. For much of the Lexington. The event will take place Headquarters, under the shadow of thealso viewed the new website imple-
past decade, Birotte has served in cafrom 7:00 to 10:00 p.m. Admission is newly consecrated Diocesan Cathedraimented by the Association of Armenian
pacities of increasing responsibility in $45.00 for members, $50 for non- of St. Leon (Ghevontyantz) in Burbank. Church Choirs (www.aaccwd.com),

the Los Angeles Police Commission’s members and $35.00 for students. The Deacons Association is a union of allwhich contains variable hymns for each

Office of Inspector General. Before as- For more information, visit the Deacons, Sub-Deacons and StolebearerSunday in viewable and printable pdf
suming his administrative duties as In- ArmenBar website at within the jurisdiction of the Western copy of sheet music with associated
spector General, Mr. Birotte served aswww.armenianbar.org. Diocese. The Deacons Assembly con-audio files.
sisted of representatives from fourteen The Assembly approved a five
Prof. Bournoutian To Speak at NAASR Parishes. year ambitious educational plan which
Archpriest Fr. Nareg Matarian, was presented by the Deacons Council.
on Arakel of Tabriz's History Diocesan Music Director, offered the It also approved the newly established

' opening prayer followed by welcoming Bylaws of the Deacons Association and
BELMONT, MA -- Prof. George the Armenians to Iran by Shah Abbas | remarks, and invited Deacon Allan Yeghia elected seven members to the Deacons
Bournoutian will give a lecture entitled and their fate during the reigns of Shahjendian, a senior Deacon of the WesterrCouncil.

“The Book of History of Arakel of Tabriz:  Safi and Shah Abbas II. His book con- Diocese, and of St. Paul, Fresno Parish, The newly elected Officers of the
A Vital Source on 17Century Armenia  tainsrare information aboutthe greatfireto chair the Assembly. Likewise, Dea- Deacons Council are: Dn. Hamlet
and More,” on Thursday, February 24, of Istanbul, as well as the rise of the self-con Hamlet Mehrabian, Chair of the Mehrabian, Chair; Dn. Jeff Hazarian,
at8:00 p.m., at the National Association proclaimed Jewish Messiah Sabatai Sevipeacons Council, was invited to the Esq., Vice-Chair; Dn. Chris Markarian,
for Armenian Studies and Research(or Zevi), who converted to Islam. A head table. Both Fr. Nareg and Dn.Recording Secretary; Dn. Ludwig
(NAASR) Center, 395 Concord Ave., most important part is the efforts of Hamlet presented reports highlighting Barska, Corresponding Secretary; Dn.
Belmont, MA 02478. Catholic missionaries to steal relics of the Council’s activities of the past year. Ari Demiral, PhD, Treasurer; Dn. Kevork
Bournoutian has translated and St. Hripsime and the list of the coadjutor The Primate Archbishop Hovnan Halladjian, Assistant Treasurer and Dn.
provided extensive commentary to Catholicoi who reigned in Echmiadzin. delivered an encouraging message and/ahan Manoogian, Advisor. Archpriest
Arakel's Book of History, the first En-  His chapter onthe Armenian community shared his expectations of better in-Fr. Nareg Matarian will continue to act
glish translation of this important text. in Lvov, Poland, is of particular interest. volvement of the Deacons and Priests inas the advisor to the Deacons Council in

First published in two volumes, itis now Prof. George Bournoutian is the facilitating the activities of the Deacons its tasks as appointed by the Primate.
revised and available in one volume from author or translator of numerous other Council. The newly formed Deacons Coun-

Mazda Publishers. The book will be on books, including A Concise History of The Assembly was enriched cil will proceed on working on short
sale the night of the lecture at NAASR. the Armenian People, Two Chronicles through educational presentations andterm and long term established goals,
Arakel of Tabriz was the most on the History of Karabagh, The Travel moving lectures. Archpriest Dr. Zaven such as preparing a uniformed format of
important Armenian historian of the Accounts of Simeon of Poland, Tigran Arzoomanian provided an overview of church service process including the
17th century. His Book of History Iland Rome, Jambr, and A Brief History Armenian Church History of the 20 chants and recitations, and liturgical
(Girk patmuteants) was the first of the Aghuank Region. He is Senior century; Dn. Hamlet delivered a lecture moves and gestures during Divine Lit-
printed Armenian history, having Professor of History at lona College and about the role of the Deacon of the urgy.
been issued in 1669 by Voskan of hastaught Armenian history at Columbia Universal Christian Church from the Due to the span and distance within
Erevan in Amsterdam. Arakel, who University, Tufts University, New York  Apostolic era and its varied evolvement the Diocese, it was decided to establish
died in 1670, was therefore the first University, Rutgers University, the Uni- in different denominations up to modern Regional Liaisons to assist and imple-
Armenian historian to see his work versity of Connecticut, Ramapo Col- days, and in conclusion he shared insightment programs prepared by the Dea-
published in his lifetime. (A first lege, and Glendale Community College. of the Deacon of the Armenian Church, cons Council. Appointed Regional Liai-
edition of the Girk patmuteants, do- More information about past and present; Dn. Chris Markariansons are: Dn. Allan Y. Jendian, Central;
nated by Prof. Bournoutian, is part Bournoutian’s lecture, Arakel's Book spoke of the Outreach of our Church in Dn. Barlow Der Mugrdechian, Central;
of NAASR’s Mardigian Library.) of History, or NAASR and its pro- modern times; Dn. Dr. Ari Demiral dis- Dn. Nishan Chadergian, Southern; Dn.
Arakel's History covers the period grams for the furtherance of Armenian cussed Uniformity of Church Services; Vartan Berberian, Northern; and Dn. Dr.
from 1602 to 1662 and is an invaluable studies, research, and publication maywith Archpriest Fr. Nareg presenting a Stepan Ovanessoff, Eastern.
source notonly for Armenian history but be had by calling 617-489-1610, faxing workshop of Deacons’ Recitations. The meeting drew to a close with
for history in general, especially Otto- 617-484-1759, e-mailing During the meeting Dn. Allan had words of appreciation by Assembly Chair
man, Persian, Georgian, and Jewish hishg@naasr.org, or writing to NAASR, each of the Assembly participants intro- Dn. Allan to all participants, traveling
tory. 395 Concord Ave., Belmont, MA duce themselves and name the paristirom near and far, and to the outgoing
Arakel explains the forced exile of 02478. they serve in. Participating parishes inmembers of the Deacons Council,

. the Assembly included: St.Leon Cathe-namely, Dn. Sarkis Alanjian, Dn. Hagop
massIspost.com

dral, Burbank; St. Mary, Costa Mesa; Gagossian, and Dn. Hovsep Melkonian.
. St. Peter; Glendale; St. John, Holly- Archpriest Fr. Nareg led the delegates in
da"y NEWS Updates wood; St. James, Los Angeles, St. Gre-closing prayer.
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