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Sarkisian Secures Coalition Support For Armenia Reports ‘Unprecedented’
Another Term In Office Arms Acquisitions
YEREVAN -- After months of foot- The chief HHK spokesman, Eduard

dragging, businessman Gagik TsarukianSharmazanov, dismissed media specu
and his Prosperous Armenia Party (BHK), lation that the fact that Sarkisian will not
a key member of the ruling coalition, on be mentioned in the coalition declaration
Thursday formally committed them- s a concession to the BHK. “Everyone
selves to helping President Serzhknows that the current president of the
Sarkisian win a second term in office in country is Serzh Sarkisian,”
2013. Sharmazanov told RFE/RL’s Armenian.

In a joint declaration signed with In another far-reaching statement,
Sarkisian’s Republican Party and thethe coalition leaders made clear that thei
third coalition partner, Orinats Yerkir, parties “will not strive to increase their
the BHK also appeared to give up its political weight through contesting against
ambition to win next year’s parliamen- each other or changing correlation of
tary elections. forces within the Coalition” in the May

“At the presidential elections the 2012 parliamentary elections. The decla-
Political Coalition will come up with one ration also says they will have even more
single nomination in the person of the seats in Armenia’s next parliament.
current President, creating thus guaran- The declaration’s references to
tees of further continuation of the changesthe 2012 polls were strongly condemned
and sustainable development of our counby the opposition Zharangutyun (Heri- YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Armenia Armenian officials do not deny
try for the next five years,” reads the tage) party. “The ugliest thing in that acquired “unprecedented” quantities of that the plan is connected with the ongo-
declaration signed by Sarkisian, Tsarukiandeclaration is an effective announce-modern weaponry last year and will ing military build-up in Azerbaijan and
andOrinats Yerkirleader ArturBaghdasarianment of the falsification of the next continue the military build-up in 2011, Baku'’s threats to resolve the Nagorno-
atthe presidential palace in Yerevan.  parliamentary elections,” said StepanDefense Minister Seyran Ohanian an-Karabakh conflict by force.

The signing ceremony came after Safarian, a Zharangutyun leader. nounced on Tuesday. Ohanian reiterated Tuesday that
more than one week of intensive nego- Safarian claimed that the govern- Ohanian gave no details of those the Armenian side is seeking to not only
tiations between the HHK and the BHK. ment-controlled Central Election Commis- acquisitions as he met with the faculty stay in the arms race but also improve
The latter has been under strong pression was thus instructed to rig the vote “in and students of Yerevan State Univer-the combat-readiness of its troops. “We
sure to officially pledge support for a way that would correspond to the lettersity. He said only that 2010 was “un- are trying to concentrate on raising quali-

Sarkisianin the next presidential election and spirit of the coalition declaration.”  precedented for us in terms of obtainingtative standards and combat spirits,” he
due in early 2013. Tsarukian's party, Forits part, the Armenian National weapons and military hardware.” said. The ongoing “serious defense re-
whichis believed to be unofficially backed Congress (HAK), a more radical and “The expansion of our military forms”will also strengthen the army, the
by former President Robert Kocharian, influential opposition force, said capacitywill continuein2011,anditwill minister said.
has clearly been reluctant do so. Sarkisian’s endorsement by the BHK be no less large-scale than it was in The Azerbaijani government has
Speaking to journalists just hours dashed Kocharian’s perceived hopes to2010,” Ohanian told RFE/RL's Arme- said that it will sharply increase military
before the signing ceremony, Tsarukianreturn to power in 2013. nian service after the meeting. “Let me spending to over $3 billion this year. By
said he has decidedto endorse Sarkisian's  “It's all very simple,” Levon not specify numbers.” comparison, Armenia’s defense budget
reelection bid now because of “severe” Zurabian, the top HAK coordinator, told Armenia officially confirmed in for 2011 is projected to reach only $405
internal and external challenges facingRFE/RL’s Armenian service. “Serzh |ate December that it possesses Russiarmillion.
Armenia. He said the incumbent presi- Sarkisian today wields the power levers made surface-to-air missiles widely re- Armenia has sought to maintain

dent needs to *feel his power and beand he can impose any sanctions orgarded as one of the world’s most potentthe balance of forces in the Karabakh
firm” in coping with them. The tycoon Tsarukian and any other member of theanti-aircraft weapons. The Armenian conflict zone with close military ties

refused to answer any questions. BHK. military displayed the S-300 air-defense with Russia that entitle it to receiving
systems in a report broadcast by stateRussian weapons at cut-down prices or
Turkish Foreign Office Prepares Report television. even free of charge. Analysts believe
Earlier in December, President that it will continue doing so in the years
A_gainst Armenian Genocide Serzh Sarkisian and his National Secu-to come.
rity Council approved a five-year planto A new Russian-Armenian defense

ANKARA -- Since the Armenians  menians had the title of pasha, and 22modernize Armenia’s armed forces. It agreement signed last August, commits
throughout the world are preparing for Armenians were high-ranking officials envisages, among other things, the acMoscow to helping Yerevan obtain
the 100th anniversary of the Armenian at different ministries. In 1876, thirty- quisition of long-range precision-guided “modern and compatible weaponry and
Genocide, the Turkish foreign office three Armenians were elected to theweapons. (special) military hardware.”
is taking relevant steps. Turkish Parliament, seven were Turk-

The Turkish foreign office has ish ambassadors, and eleven consuls.
prepared a 7-page report on the 1915Eleven Armenian professors delivered  Vahan Shirkhanyan: Armenia Facing Acute
events. The report has been published idecturers, says the report. . . . . .

Turkish and English and distributed The authors also recalled trials Economic and Political Crisis

throughout the public sector. The reportthat followed the Armenian Genocide.

describes the Armenia Genocide as “tragicAccording to the report, 673 people Social Democratic Hunchakian we can say that elements of the politi-
events” and Armenians as a privilegedwere arrested and 67 of them ex-Party Central Committee member cal crisis are there.”

nation of the Ottoman Empire. ecuted. On the other hands, the reportvahan Shirkhanyan answering ques- “Migration out of the country

According to the report, Arme- does not say a single word that, in ations of the press today stated thatcontinues, meaning thatevery day citi-
nians, incited by other forces, beganshort period time, the ones executedthere is indeed a continued political zens are dissatisfied with the current
rebelling against the Ottoman Empire. were declared national heroes in Tur-crisis in Armenia today. situation: It is the social and economic
During World War | Armenians cooper- key. “Would a state that had sought to “The political crisis in Egypt and nature that dissatisfies those who mi-
ated with Russians and allegedly killed annihilate Armenians have punishedthose in certain Arab countries reflect grate, thus Armenia faces a problem
523,955 Turks. The Turkish Turkish officials for bad treatment of the internal acute economic and politi- thatis socio-economic. Having to over-
Government's decision to displace Ar- Armenians?” is a naive question the cal situations which Armenia is also come poverty and the lack of social
menians had not been planned. It wasauthors ask. facing.” stated Mr. Shirkhanyan. “A justice, it is natural and important that
not a political decision and was imple- According to the report, Arme- political crisis may be an element of the people protest and convey their dissat-
mented on a limited scale, the Turkish nian-Turkish reconciliation requires political environment, lack of party isfaction of the socio-economic and
foreign office’s report says. formation of a committee of historians ideological, the low quality and work- political situation of the country” added

According to the report, 29 Ar- for a scholarly and impartial study. manship of the political elite, so yes; Mr. Shirkhanyan.
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Ter-Petrosian Insists On Snap Polls, Warns

Keyan School and Central Valley Lawyers
Of Anti-Government Unrest

Association Host Banquet for

YEREVAN -- Opposition leader Serzh Sarkisian’s ‘Mubarakization’ is Geragos and Kabateck
Levon Ter-Petrosian warned Armenia’s just a matter of time.”
leadership to hold fresh elections or face The HAK leader pointed to ongo- FRESNO -- Renowned trial law-

the kind of unrest that has rocked Arabing small anti-government protests in yer Mark Geragos and attorney Brian
states as he held his largest rally since thererevan and other parts of the countryKabateck talked about their far-reach-
bloody suppression of his 2008 post-against a series of unpopular govern-ing legal victories over insurance com-
election protests in Yerevan on Friday. ment decisions that affected some secpanies during their recent visit to
His Armenian National Congress tions of the population such as car own-Fresno. The lawyers were in town to
(HAK) alliance, meanwhile, told sup- ers, street vendors and market tradersspeak at a banquet hosted by the Cen
porters to get ready for “very serious He urged them to “politicize” their cam- tral California Trial Lawyers Associa-
events.” paigns and join the HAK in fighting for tion Chapter of the Consumer Attor-
Addressing thousands of people leadership change in Armenia. neys of California and the Charlie Keyan
who gathered in the city center, Ter- Ter-Petrosian and other speakersArmenian Community School. The
Petrosian drew parallels between theat the rally did not say whether the event was held at the Holy Trinity
situations in Armenia and several Arab opposition bloc plans to launch a fresh Armenian Apostolic Church.
nations that have seen massive anticampaign of non-stop anti-government For the past 10 years, Geragos
government protests in recent weeks.demonstrations. Levon Zurabian, theand Kabateck have represented th
He compared President Serzh SarkisiarHAK'’s central office coordinator, said descendants of Armenian Genocide
with the deposed rulers of Egypt and only that the bloc will hold its next rally victims who had purchased life insur-
Tunisia. on March 1, on the third anniversary of ance policies from various US and
“The plight of our people is no deadly clashes between Ter-PetrosiarEuropean companies prior to 1915.
better than the plight of the peoples of supporters and security forces which “Going back to the late 1890s,
those countries, and Armenia’s regime left ten people dead. insurance companies based in New
is no less dictatorial and hated than the “Please spread this information York were selling insurance policiesin Their most recent suit against
regimes in those countries,” he told the among the people and get ready for veryrural Turkey. They employed Arme- three German companies took on a
crowd before it marched through down- serious events,” Zurabian told the dem-nians as district managers and wouldpolitical dimension. The defense law-
town Yerevan. onstrators. He did not elaborate. have neophyte salesmen going fromyer challenged the legitimacy of SB
“Unless the authorities draw the right Zurabianindicated earlierthisweek door to door to collect premiums,” 1915 itself, by arguing that because
conclusions from those telling events, thethat the HAK’s further actions will de- said Kabateck, adding that about 4,000recent presidents have not used the
same will happen in Armenia sooner or pend in large measure on attendance ofolicies were sold to Armenians. term “Genocide”, the state law con-
later, and the full responsibility forthatwill its rallies, which steadily declined in What Geragos found particularly flicts with federal policy and that the
fall upon Serzh Sarkisian and the 2009 and 2010. “chilling” from their research was that claim should be dismissed. Despite
kleptocratic regime led by him,” Ter- Friday's protest was clearly the the personalrecords of the policy hold-these tactics, Kabateck successfully
Petrosian claimed. “The only way to avoid |argest since March 2008. In Zurabian's ers preserved almost the exact timedemonstrated (1) that the reluctance
undesirable developments is pre-term parwords, the March 1 rally will be “much when a particular family was forced of the executive branch to recognize
liamentary and presidential elections.”  more powerful.” from its home to join countless other the Genocide as such does not consti-
Eduard Sharmazanov said on Janu- In his speech, Ter-Petrosian said Armenians on the death marches. “Youtute a federal policy, (2) that the fed-
ary 31. “Both [Egypt's deposed Presi- thatthe HAK is still “constrained” by the can go village by village and see the eral government has never opposed
dent Hosni] Mubarak and [Tunisia’s] unresolved Nagorno-Karabakh conflict dates when the premiums stop andstate recognition of the Genocide, and
Ben Ali also thought so,” scoffed Ter- and the persisting threat of an Azerbaijanichart the course of the Genocide as it(3) that the term “Genocide” has in
Petrosian. military offensive against Armenia and was happening from these documents.”fact been used by federal officials on
“Socialunrestbecomesvisible only Karabakh. “Butthe authorities can’tend- Because Armenians perished as amultiple occasions, including Presi-
after erupting,” he said. “Accordingly, lessly exploit the Karabakh issue andresult of state-ordered deportations ordent Reagan’s 1981 reference to the
the day of a social explosion is as hiddensubordinate the resolution of Armenia’s were killed outright at the hands of the “genocide of the Armenians”. The US

and unexpected as Judgment Day. Andnternal problems to it,” he warned.  ruling Turkish Ottoman government, appellate court upheld the California
no death certificates were ever issued.law and the right to claim restitution
MOre Than 70 Reputed Armenian Without such documentation, the in- from the Genogide—a major legal vic-
surance companies denied payment tdory for Armenians.
Gangsters Arrested the beneficiaries. Earlier in the day, Geragos and

In 2000, the California Legisla- Kabateck visited the Charlie Keyan

GLENDALE (Reuters) -- More California, but authorities also charged ture enacted Senate Bill 1915, which Armenian Community School where
than 70 reputed members and associmore than a dozen individuals from opened the door for the heirs of thethey toured the campus and fielded
ates of the Armenian Power streetother states. policy holders to file claims against various questions from students.
gang were arrested on Wednesday in a Birotte said Armenian Power is theseinsurance companies. Since then, TheLos Angelt.es—based'attorneys
state and federal crackdown targetingunlike other criminal organizations such Geragos and Kabateck have teamed tare currently pursuing a claim on be-
organized crime, authorities said. as the Italian Mafia, in that there is no Win a $20 million class action suit over half of the heirs of Armenian title

The arrests stem from two fed- single leadership cadre. New York Life and a $17.5 million holders whose properties were seized
eral indictments and state cases that settlement from French insurer AXA. during the Genocide.

charge a total of more than 100 defen- ‘THIEVES IN-LAW’ ] i T ]
dants with crimes including kidnap- The group has senior criminals by a federal grand jury in Orange waitoutside victims® homes to pick up
ping, extortion, bank fraud and nar- nicknamed “thieves in-law” associ- County, south of Los Angeles, chargesthe checks when the mailman deliv-
cotics trafficking. ated with the gang who help coordi- 20 individuals inan intricate bank fraud. ered them, law enforcement officials
Among the accusations are thatnate Armenian Power’s criminal ac- Members of Armenian Power are said.
Armenian Power members installed tivities in the United States with ac- accused of bribing bank insiders to ‘Separate from the federal pros-
“skimming devices” at cash registers tions by criminal groups in Russia, gather information that allowed them ecution, the Los Angeles District At-
of 99 Cents Only stores and stole Georgia and Armenia, Birotte said. ~ to take over bank accounts and causdorney charged 11 individuals tied to
customers’ information to create coun- “Their alleged ties transcend atleast $10 million in losses. the group. _
terfeit credit and debit card accounts, prison walls and international borders, Those involved in the scheme Armenian Power started in the
officials said. reaching all the way back to the former would have the bank send them vic- 1980s as a common street gang and it
“The indictments targeting Ar- Soviet bloc,” Breuer said. tims’ checks, and use those to cleannumbers about 200 members with ties
menian Power provide a window into But Armenian Power is also bro- out their accounts, the indictment al- to black gangs and the Mexican Mafia,
a group that appears willing to do ken down into cells with their own leges. On some occasion, they wouldofficials said.
everything and anything to generate aleaders, Birotte said. .
profit,” U.S. Attorney Andre Birotte Jr A racketeering indictment re- ’ . ; :
said. turned three weeks ago by a federal Al‘lllElllEllIllfO * net
Southern California, and particu- grand jury in Los Angeles charges 70
larly the Los Angeles bedroom com- individuals of conspiracy, kidnapping,
munity of Glendale, comprises the larg- extortion, bank fraud, aggravated iden-
est diaspora Armenian community in tity theft, credit card fraud, marijuana

News. Informationen. Kommentare.
the United States and the second largdistribution and conducting an illegal
est in the world, behind Moscow. gambling operation.

Most of the defendants are in A separate indictment returned maSS|SW69k|y.Com
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AGBU Young Professionals Host a Panel Discussion Dr. Joseph Kéchichian's Opening Remarks

The Armenian Dlaspora at a Crossroads — As | only have a few minutes the price of democracy. Always re-

21st Century Challenges upfront, let me answer our moderator'smember what Plato used to say about
question: Have we already reached thedemocracy: "a charming form of gov-
pointwhere the Homeland and Diasporaernment, full of variety and disorder,
have mutually exclusive agendas thatand dispensing a sort of equality to
can no longer be reconciled? equals and unequals alike." In the
The answer is, yes we have, event, what we need to create is a
which means that we are now onebrand new relationship, which will
nation but two distinct peoples, one emerge between the Republic of Ar-
state as well as a multitude of Diasporas menia (ROA) and the Armenian Con-
The estimated 10 million Armenians gress (AC). Moreover, as bilingualism
worldwide are divided into 2 millionin dissipates in the Diaspora, itis equally
Armenia proper, and nearly 8 million important to agree on common lan-
everywhere else, with large communi- guages to communicate among our-
ties in Russia, the United States,selves, as well as with Armenia. To-
France, Argentina, Brazil, Canada, wards that end, the very idea of teach-
Lebanon, Syria and Iran. ing Republic residents foreign lan-
Since the 1991 Independence ofguages, other than Russian, might be
the Republic of Armenia, various ef- recommended. Anyway, you can ap-
forts have been made to improve rela-preciate the hurdles, but we must start
tions across the board, but these havesomewhere.
failed. The latest offer, made by Of course, the greater challenge,
Diaspora Affairs Minister Hranush something that Yerevan learned to

LOS ANGELES -- On February 17, 2011, more than one-hundred attendd&kopyan, is to allow Diaspora mem- manipulate well, is to avoid various
joined the AGBU Young Professionals of Los Angeles (YPLA) for a pané??rs to serve in the proposed Senatesplits within Diaspora Armenians. We
discussion, entitled: The Armenian Diaspora at a Crossroads — 21st Centatjyce no one knows whether 8 million have legacy organizations, 4 Churches,
Challenges. Panelists included Dr. Razmik Panossian, Author of The Armeniah&nenians may be allocated 1 or 100a slew of non-governmental organiza-
From Kings and Priests to Merchants and Commissars as well as Dr. JosepR{S, One must remain cautious aboutions, all of which can either add to the
Kéchichian, Editor of the Journal of the Society for Armenian Students. ~ @ny such proposal, for fear of disap- cacophony of democracy or become

The panelists discussed the Armenian nation-building process and its effe@{ntment. . the harbinger of plurality. Needless to
on Diaspora-Homeland relations. In t_he meantime, one must ask, say that | strongly believe the time has

Moderating the discussion, was 2011 AGBU YPLA Chair, Yeghig KeshishiaA!ong with Ani Navasardyan, WHY come to start from scratch, establish
who introduced the panelists and spearheaded the event. DO SO MANY ARMENIANS ARE  organizations that will make genuine

Following are text of remarks by Dr Kéchichian and Dr Panossian ~ LEAVING ARMENIA? Accordingto  contributions rather than import stale

her report, published online on the and now largely pass? ideologies. We

Dr Razmik Panossian's Introductory and Civilitas Foundation web page in Janu- need to produce a new vision by tap-
. ary 2011, "fifty seven percent of Ar- ping talent wherever we may find it,

COHCIUdlng Comments menians want to temporarily leave share our analyses with as many as

(revised text based on speaking notes) Armenia, while this number is 45% in possible, and persuade most to stand
Georgia and 47% in Azerbaijan for by the AC. The point here is not to

The purpose of this panel is to families control about half of the GDP their respective populations." Even simply create a new organization but
look ahead, into the 2LCentury, aswe of the country) and poverty levels that worse, "twenty five percent of Arme- to establish an umbrella group that will
examine the Armenian diaspora. Thereare staggering (40% of children in nians want to permanently leave Ar- beinclusive, capable and, more impor-
are five factors that are important be- Armenia live below the poverty line). menia, while this number is 11% and tant, open to a variety of opinions.
cause they will shape Armenian poli- As aresult, every few years, Armenian 16% for Georgia and Azerbaijan, re- This is going to be quite messy during
tics and society for the foreseeable politics goes through a major crisis. spectively." In other words, more a number of years but it is not impos-
future. If we are to understand the Beneath the veneer of stability there people want to leave than go there,sible if we have a few dictated leaders
diaspora of the future, we must look at exists a structurally weak political and which brings me to the heart of my willing to be inclusive.
it in the context for these factors. economic system. The diaspora mustcomment. The AC, therefore, might be seen

The first point has to do with understand this and react appropri- Until the date when Armenia be- as a supra-national group, staffed by
Turkey. It might seem odd to start a ately based on facts. Shoving prob-comes an attractive destination to settlean educated elite with real expertise,
discussion of the Armenian diasporalems under the carpet does not doin, and this should be our ultimate goal capable of harnessing global talent to
with Turkey, but what happens in anyone any favors. if we are to survive as a modernizing best advice the nation as well as the
Turkey is going to have a profound Fourth, the possibility of war nationwitharoleinworld civilization, Republic. In the case of the latter,
impact on Armenia and Armenians. A over Gharabagh is always there. Ifit seems more logical to strengthensuch advice ought to be presented if
Turkey that is democratizing further there is another war, how will the ourselves in the Diaspora. and only if Yerevan requests
poses both anideological challenge fordiaspora react? Much like the early How can we do this? | have 5 ituespecially before signing interna-
the diaspora (it can no longer be dis-1990s or less enthusiastically? More-short suggestions: tional agreements or reaching deci-
missed as a repressive and violent statever, if there are US or Israeli strikes The Diaspora needs to organizesions that may affect the nation as a
ala“Midnight Express”) and a political against Iranian nuclear installations, into a global political organization, with whole. This is, of course, wishful
one (the politics of Genocide recogni- Armenia and the Western diaspora will open elections (virtual or mechanical) thinking on my part, because | am
tion will change as more and more be in a very difficult situation. The to selectinot appointia new genera-increasingly persuaded that ROA offi-
academics and civil society voices in open border with Iran is a crucial trade tion of leaders who will speak for their cials have absconded the right to speak
Turkey start speaking about the mur-link Armenia cannot afford to lose. An constituents; and interface with their on behalf of the entire nation. The
derous past of the country). Iran at war against the United States orcounterparts in Yerevan.Such a matu-AC's greatest challenge, nay, let's be

Second, the economic integra- Israel will put the diasporainthe USin ration process will avoid undue sensi- honest and call it what it will become,
tion of the South Caucasus region isa strenuous bind. tivities like the ones that surfaced dur- the AC's greatest threat, is to be able to
progressing rapidly, while Armenia is Finally, the fifth point is the ingthe Armenia-Turkey Protocols de- stand up to Yerevan.
left behind because of the closed bor-changing nature of the diaspora itself. bate. Both sides would benefit from The Republic of Armenia experi-
ders. Whether we think globalization is The “centre” of the diaspora has shifted such a mechanism, with Republic of- ment with the Diaspora Ministry to
a positive force or a negative one is notfrom Lebanon to Los Angeles, and in ficials engaging Diasporan leaders ondate has been a mixed blessing. Al-
the issue here. It is a reality in the the future might shift to Russia as the concerns that affect the entire Arme- though a useful institution for Yerevan,
region as the economies of Turkey, hundreds of thousands of Armeniansnian nation. the ministry naturally promotes and
Ukraine, Russia, Georgia, Azerbaijan in Russia begin to organize. Identity in How to elect a Diaspora-wide protectes Armenia'sinterests, notthose
and even Iran (to a limited degree) diaspora shifts too, as well as its poli- leadership is tricky even if we muster of the Diaspora. Admittedly, it is a
further connect with one another. tics. How will Armenians of the United logistical hurdles. What should we call young and largely underfunded minis-
Armenia’s long term well-being can- States cope with these changes is asuch elected men and women, whotry, and while the Minister is an affable
not be separated from the economiesopen question. will pay their salaries, and what types individual, her ability to act as a go-
of its neighbors. What it means to be Armenian is of immunity will they enjoy? Do we between or act as a bridge between the

Third, the “democratic deficit” a fluid and ever changing process. Inpay to vote (let's say $100 per person,Republic and the Nation have yet to be
in Armenia continues, unabated, with the 2% Century, as in the past, there which would net $100 million if 1 fulfilled. The Ministry needs to have a
high rates of corruption, the absencewill be many ways of being Armenian. million Armenians participated in such strong interlocutor and it may just
of rule of law, a “mafioso” economy an exercise)? | know some are saying
run like a fiefdom (it is said that 44 Continuedonpage4 thatvote-buying might occur but that's Continued on page 4
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New Children's Picture Book From Rev. Fr. Vertanes Kalayjian:
Armenian Folklore Conveys Lessons for Fifty Years of Service
Readers of All Ages
family, and former parishioners gath-

TEANECK, N.J. and BELMONT, ered in Silver Spring, Md., to celebrate

MA -- An Armenian folktale retold by | The G R E E DY the 50th anniversary of the ordination of

Armenian-American writer Lucine the Rev. Fr. Vertanes Kalayjian into the

Kasbarian and illustrated by Moscow- 5 PA RR Ow holy priesthood.
T

On Saturday, February 12, friends,

based artist Maria Zaikina debuts with Archbishop Khajag Barsamian,
Marshall Cavendish Children’s Publish- Primate of the Diocese of the Armenian |
ers in April 2011. Church of America (Eastern), presided
The Greedy Sparrow: An Arme- over the event.
nian Tale is from the ancient Armenian | Bornin Aleppo, Syria, Fr. Kalayjian
oral tradition and culture, which was S8 began attending the Seminary of Antelias|
nearly obliterated during the Turkish |’ iy in 1953, and later continued his studies a
genocide of the Armenians, Assyrians ¥ 1 . the St. James Seminary of the Armenia
and Greeks in 1915. The author learned® ey A 3 Patriarchate of Jerusalem. He was or-in the historic “Poor People’s March,”
the tale from her father, editor and col- [#& bt dained to the priesthood on February 7,alongside then-Primate Archbishop
umnist C.K. Garabed, who would recite | = F _:. e T L - 1960. Torkom Manoogian, Very Rev. Fr. Paren
it to her at bedtime. He had learned itfe = o, = ; !‘h_.#:ﬁ Fr. Kalayjian describes his journey Avedikian, Rev. Fr. Mampre Kouzouian,
from his own grandmother, a celebrated| "LUEIME EASBAEIAN  MAEIE TAIKINA to the priesthood as gradual, and says h®ev. Fr. Carnig Hallajian, and Rev. Fr.
storyteller from the Old Country. The was inspired by “several of my teachers Arnak Kasparian. The march was part of
tale was first put to paper by Armenian address the ethical and human compoand mentors and clergymen.” acampaign initiated by Dr. Martin Luther
poet Hovhannes Toumanian at the turnpents of the tale, a discussion and activity In 1964, after several years of King, Jr., to address poverty in America.
of the 20" century. guide will be available on the author's service inthe Middle East, Fr. Kalayjian “We wanted to show our solidarity
The Greedy Sparrow is the first website, www.lucinekasbarian.com.  arrived in the Eastern Diocese, where hewith the movement that Martin Luther
time this tale has been presented in the Though intended for readers agesserved at St. George Church ofKing, Jr., started,” said Fr. Kalayjian,
English language as a children’s picture4 through 8, noted Sesame Street hos¥aukegan, Ill.; Holy Cross Church of recalling the momentous day at the foot
book. The story begins in old Armenia and storyteller Bob McGrath says that Union City, N.J.; and St. Stepanos of the Washington Monument.
with a sparrow who catches a thorn in«The Greedy Sparrow is actually for Church of Elberon, N.J. He served as the Fr. Kalayjian’s longstanding in-
his foot. As he asks for help, he sets offeyeryone. It's clever and humorous, andpastor of St. Mary Church of Washing- volvementwith Armenian youthincludes
an intriguing cycle of action that trans- the wonderful illustrations not only add ton, D.C., from 1976 until his retirement |eadership ofthe ACYOA Armenian Stud-

ports him through the Armenian coun- color but also truly interpret the story in 2007. ies Program, AGBU Camp Nubar, and
tryside, encountering people engaged injpe.” “l consider my satisfaction as be- the Diocese’s St. Vartan Camp.
traditional folkways. The Greedy Spar- The fable is lavishlyillustrated with  ing able to reach out to people in diverse In 1985, on the occasion of his

row ends with a surprising twist and authentic depictions of Armenian folk needs,” Fr. Kalayjian said, noting that he 25th ordination anniversary, Catholicos
conveys moral messages about greediraditions by Moscow-based animator has assisted families and individuals with \vasken | granted him the title of “Avak
selfishness and using one’s judgment. Toand illustrator, Maria Zaikina. issues ranging from marriage counsel-Kahana” (archpriest).
ing to immigration. In the early 1990s, Fr. Kalayjian
Dr Razmik Panossian's Introductory Comments Fr. Kalayjian has served on the turned his attention to relief efforts in
Diocesan Council and many Diocesan Armenia. Among his projects, with his
Continued from page 3 exist thatis common to all — but a senseCommittees, and has represented theyife, Yn. Anahid, he was instrumentalin
of being Armenian, perhaps a sense ofPiocese at the National Council of starting the HAVAD mission—a Chris-
Let me give some examples: | oncehistory, and a connection to a home-Churches. tian missionary program that provided
witnessed a 15 year old school boy inland, however (abstractly) defined. During his time as the pastor of St. humanitarian aid to the newly indepen-
Armenia, born, raised and going to Admittedly, the examples | am giving Mary Church in the nation’s capital, he dent republic.
school there ask the following ques- are extreme cases, but they are indica®ft€n represented the Armenian Church — The couple also raised three sons,
tions to his father as we were driving tive of the scope in the diversity of at official government functions. He Zaven, Berj, and Saro.
by the Akhurian River, near the border being Armenian. offered the opening prayer in the U.S. Most recently, through the Arme-
with Turkey. The boy asked “where is In 21 Century this kind of mul- €ongress in 1978, and took part in anian Church Endowment Fund, Fr.
Mount Ararat, in Armenia or in Tur- tiple ways of being or multiple identi- Nome blessing service atthe White Housealayjian established a fund to support
key?” “what is Ani?” and “what reli- tieswill continue. Itwill simultaneously N the time of President Carter. Christian and cultural education programs
gion are the Turks?” He did not know diversify and connect further due to In 1968, Fr. Kalayjian participated for young people at St. Mary Church.
where the national symbol of Arme- new technologies and social media.
nians, which he saw every day, was;Armenians’ success as a nation de- Dr. JOSCph Kéchichian's Opening Remarks
he had no clue of existence of the pends on their ability to adapt to these
famous Armenian medieval city of changes, and yetto maintain a sense o€ontinued frompage 3 concern us in the Diaspora. We need
Ani; and he did not know the most Armenianness. to understand, accept the need for,
basic diference between Armenians As we look toward future, let’'s have thatinthe AC when one is created.prepare in earnest, and organize our
and Turks. And yet, no one would — or keep an eye on the past. Whenever You noticed that | did not utter a affairs in the best and most efficient
should — deny that he is Armenian. there has been a major innovation, youspecific word: Genocide. This is not methods possible. To those who say
Contrast this with the extreme nation- will find Armenians there — e.g. be- because | do not consider recognitionthat these concerns ought to be handled
alists in Armenia, the Tseghagrons, acoming Christian, the alphabet, the of the Armenian Holocaust important. by Republic of Armenia officials, one
representative of whom told me: “na- printing press (Armenian was the10 Incidentally, and like Robert Fisk, who can only agree, and repeat that while
tional blood must stay pure. Hence, language in which books were printed still likes Armenians although we failto Yerevan will look after its own inter-
mixed marriages and cultural hybridity in early 1500s), pioneering trade net- appreciate his immense contributionsests, we in the Diaspora should do
are not acceptable. The onslaught ofworks that ushered in the first stage ofto our nation, | prefer to use 6 Armenian likewise. To paraphrase the great Swiss
the West must be rejected. For ex-globalizationinthe 1Tand 18 centu- Holocaustd because the very termwriter Jean Jacques Rousseau, who
ample, Western concepts such as huries, adopting nationalism in the 19 6Genocided is difficult to comprehend called for a popular mobilization when
man rights, feminism, etc. are foreign Century and Communism (by some) in or absorb. Holocaustis atest and well-he declared "As soon as any man says
to Armenian values and must be op-the early 20, etc. The same thing will oiled concept and it is time we apply it of the affairs of the State, 'What does
posed.” Two Armenians, living in the happen in the 21Century. There will to our case without fear or apprehen-it matter to me?,' the State may be
same country, and yet so different. be Armeniansinthe diaspora 100yearssion. The day of our parents should given up for lost," perhaps we ought to
In the diaspora, the differences from now, except we will not be able not be classified under a technicalclaim: "As soon as any Armenian
are even more pronounced: Armenianto recognize them based on our defini-terminology. But | digress, while | living outside of the Republic says of
speakers and non-Armenian speakerstions and practices of Armenianness,certainly consider this topic critical, the affairs of the Diaspora, 'What does
traditional community organizations just as our great-grandparents will notits recognition is a matter that needs toit matter to me?,' the Diaspora may be
maintaining schools or holding cultural recognize us based on their notions ofbe addressed by the AC while we given up for lost." Let's start to think
events and System of a Down signingwhat it meant to be Armenian. address equally important topics like about how to mobilize, organize, and
about genocide (heavy metal Hai Tad!), Razmik Panossian is the author state-building, human rights concerns, plan for our futures even if we are
Kim Kardashian and the newly emi- of the critically acclaimed book, The freedoms and liberties, cultural rel- condemned to temporarily live in away
grated from Armenia.... What unites Armenians: From Kings and Priests  evance or, God forbid, cultural irrel- from the motherland while the Repub-
all of these people is not a specific setto Merchants and Commissars, pub- evance, assimilation, inter-marriage, lic matures, adopts inclusive policies,
of “objective” cultural markers — none lished by Columbia University Press. economic strengths, etca, all of which and accepts us with open arms.
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AMERICAN RELIABLE WINDOWS

H.e.:mnﬁ while Increasing the value
of your home with elegant,

18 months no interest® Financing 0.A.C

ENERGY EFFICIENT .
WINDOW AND DOORS.
Vinyl, Wood, Fiberglass, Clad or
Aluminum Replacement, Retro or

New Construction

Our Windows Qualify

For Tax Credits

Manufacturers rebates & deep
discounts available NOW.
Product, Pricing and
Financing to meet any Budget,

888-804-7250

Your Satisfaction is Guaranteed.
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Licensed * Cerrified » Insured CSLB LIC#901591
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