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Serzh Sarkisian Visits Los Angeles

LOS ANGELES -- On Septem- Thanksgiving Prayer to the Republic
ber 24, on the occasion of the"20 of Armenia (Hanrabedagan Maghtank) the U.S. Mission at the NATO head- scheduled for Senate confirmation.

anniversary of Independence of thewas conducted at the conclusion of quarters in Brussels when he was nomi-

Republic of Armenia, President Serzh regular church services.

Sarkisian paid a visit to Los Angeles

The holly Mass was celebrated

U.S. Senate Approves John Heffern as
Ambassador to Armenia

WASHINGTON, DC -- The tion in July. The vote was postponed
United States Senate has voted byafter one of its members, Senator Rob-
unanimous consent to approve Johnert Menendez, said he needed more
Heffern’s nomination as Ambassador time to review Heffern's answers to
to Armenia. The confirmation of his questions regarding the Armenian
Heffern to the post in Yerevan looked Genocide by Turkey.
certain after the career diplomat se- Heffern refused to describe the
cured the backing of the Senate’s For-massacres as genocide during a com-
eign Relations Committee earlier this mittee hearing held in July. He said
month. then “the characterization of those

Heffern’s appointment was an- eventsis a policy decision that is made
nounced by President Barack Obamaby the president of the United States
in May. He is to replace Marie and that policy is enunciated in his
Yovanovitch, who ended her three- April24 Remembrance Day statement.”
year tour of duty in Yerevan in June By contrast, U.S. Ambassador to
and returned to Washington to serve asTurkey nominee Francis Ricciardone,
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Statewho was to be fast-tracked for con-
for Northern and Central Europe. sideration on the floor along with

Heffern served as deputy head of Heffern’s nomination, has yet to be

Ambassador Ricciardone faced
nated for the vacant diplomatic post in opposition within the Senate Foreign
Yerevan. He was previously the deputy Relations Committee from Senators

after addressing the United Nationsby Diocesan Primate Archbishop chief of mission at the U.S. Embassy Robert Menendez (D-NJ), Barbara

General Assembly Thursday in New
York.

Hovnan Derderian, Archbishop
Moushegh Mardirossian, Archbishop

in Indonesia. Boxer (D-CA) and Jim Risch (R-ID)
The Senate panel was initially prior to the panel’s approval of his

On Saturday Sarkisian paid a visit Vatche Hovsepian, Archbishop Yeprem qgue to vote on the diplomat’s nomina- homination.
to the Montebello Armenian Genocide Tabakian, the Very Rev. Fr. Muron
Martyrs Monument, where he laid a Aznikian and the Very Rev. Fr. Bartev
wreath and planted a tree in memory ofGulumian, members of the Brother-
the Genocide victims. The president hood of the Great House of Cilicia, Fr.

was accompanied by Diocesan Pri-

Krikor Chahinian, Pastor of St. Gre-

mate Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, gory the llluminator Armenian Catho-
the Very Rev. Fr. BaretDz. V. Yeretzian, lic Church in Glendale, and Very Rev. 66th session of the UN General As-tg a peaceful settlement.

Archpriest Frs.

Arshag Joseph Matossian, Minister to the Ar- sembly in New York, Russian Foreign

Sergey Lavrov : “Russia Will Facilitate
Peaceful Settlement of Karabakh Conflict”

NEW YORK -- Speaking at the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict on the road

“We will continue to promote

Khatchadourian, Nareg Matarian and menian Evangelical Union of North Minister Sergey Lavrov said that in additional opportunities for peaceful

Rev. Fr. Nerses Hayrapetyan.

On Sunday, Sarkisian attended a

America participated in the service.

The service concluded with the

case of unlawful use of force by solution that have emerged as a result
either side in the Karabakh conflict, of efforts and through the mediation of

special mass dedicated to the occasioringing of the national anthem of the Russia is ready to take all necessaryryssia. We will continue to promote

of the 20" anniversary of Indepen-
dence of the Republic of Armenia, at

the Western Diocese St Leon Cathe-attended the opening ceremony of

dral in Burbank.
With the participation of the
Khachadourian Choir, the Order of

Republic of Armenia.
After church services Sarkisian

Continuedon page 3

Senate Appropriations Committee Supports
Humanitarian Assistance for Karabakh

WASHINGTON, DC -- Last
week, the Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee approved its version of the Fis-
cal Year (FY) 2012 State, Foreign
Operations Appropriations Bill, which
outlined U.S. funding and policy pri-
orities abroad, including Armenia and
Nagorno Karabakh.

Overall, the Bill provides $626.7
million in assistance for the countries
of Europe, Eurasia and Central Asia
(AEECA), which is $69 million below
the FY 2011 level. While the Bill does
not contain any “congressionally-di-
rected spending items or ‘earmarks,”

Operations Appropriations Subcom-

the reportlanguage recommends fund-mittee, which called for $40 million in

ing for Armenia “consistent with the
budget request.” The Administration

economic support to Armenia.

The Senate Bill also states “That

measures to establish peace in thehe peaceful solution of the conflict
region. _ within the OSCE Minsk Group to-
Lavrov added that Moscow will gether with our partners - France and

Armenia’'s new Consulate General continue to assist the parties to thethe United States,” he said.

Former U.S. Ambassador John Evans on the
Armenian Genocide:
President Obama Much More Sincere

Than Past Presidents

YEREVAN -- Former United
States ambassador to Armenia, Johr
Evans, who was dismissed by the
Bush administration, over his use of
the word Genocide in describing the
massacres of Armenians, has praisec
President Barack Obama’s adherencs
to his ‘own views’ in acknowledging
the 1915 events.

“l think that President Obama’s
statement in 2009 and subsequently
moves us very much closer to the goal|.
of full recognition and understanding
of what happened in those days,”
Evans said in an interview with RFE/
RL’s Armenian service (Azatutyun.am) [
on Tuesday.

Following the pattern of his pre-

Formerambassador John Evans

requested $40 million in economic as- funds made available for the Southerndecessors, U.S. President Obamarom terming the World War I-era
sistance to Armenia for FY 2012. The Caucasus region may be used for confi-backpedaled on one of his election massacres of Armenians in Ottoman

Senate Committee vote mirrors the
action in the House State, Foreign

Continuedon page 3

pledges made to the sizable Armenian

American community as he refrained Continued onpage 3
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Matthew Bryza: No Military Solution to Armenian Police Confirm Major Gang Bust
Karabakh Conflict

BAKU -- Finalizing basic prin-
ciples on resolution of the Karabakh
conflict is not an impossible task, said [
U.S. Ambassador to Azerbaijan Mat- |}
thew Bryza.

Speaking to the journalists on
Wednesday he said no one is serioug
about a military solution to the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, Trend re-
ports.

“l think that statements on the
possible use of force to resolve the
conflict are not heard as often as they
were previously. This is a positive
development,” Bryza said. Matthew Bryza

“I would say that Azerbaijan ad- Eurasian Affairs at th&).S. Depart-
vocates for non-use of force and ment of State, will travel to Armenia,
peaceful solution to the conflict. It is Azerbaijan, and Georgia from Sep-
needed to finalize the process of coor-tember 28 until October 8. He plans to ;
dination of the basic principles. Thisis hold meetings with government offi- far bk -
not an impossible issue. Discords be-cials and civil society leaders to dis- — -
tween the sides can be resolved. Icuss bilateral issues, as well asissues  YEREVAN -- Armenia’s police intothe mansions early inthe morning,
repeat again the conflict can not berelated to regional peace and stability.have announced the arrest of morebeating up their owners and stealing

ourtesy Photo

solved by the military way,” APA news In Armenia, Mr. Friedman will than a dozen members of an allegedcash and other valuables.
agency quotes Bryza as saying. discuss U.S.-Armenia bilateral rela- gang suspected of committing high-pro- The chief of the Armenian po-
In a related development, Justin tions, stressing the strategic and sharedile robberies in Yerevan earlier this year. lice, Lieutenant-General Alik Sargsian
Friedman, the Director of the Office interests underlying bilateral coopera- At least four of the 16 detained pledged last month “to do everything
of Caucasus Affairs and Regional Con-tion in security, economic, and demo- people are said to have been taken intdo quickly solve those crimes.”
flicts in the Bureau of European and cratic reforms. custody after being charged with ban- One man died and several others
ditry. Three of them are said to have were detained in Yerevan on Friday as
. criminal records. olice conducted an operation to ap-
Talaat Pasha’s Report on the Armenian S eroran Cbolice Chief Nerses brehend several members of the al-
Genocide Launches in Istanbul Nazarian told RFE/RL’s Armenian ser- leged gang. _ _
vice (Azatutyun.am) on Monday that The chief of Yerevan's police

they possess ample proof that the susstopped short of confirming the media
pects they are dealing with were in- reports that a list of potential victims,
volved in a series of robberies target-including affluent businessmen and
ing former and current officials. senior officials, was found during a

The armed attacks reported by search at the suspected robbers’
the police targeted the homes of five homes. He only said that lots of poten-
wealthy government-linked individu- tial crimes have been prevented as a
als, including a former parliament result of the recent police action.
deputy and a former mayor of Neither the police nor prosecu-
Yerevan's Malatia-Sebastia district. tors have yet confirmed the media
They reportedly followed the same reports that sons of some officials are
pattern, with masked men breakingamong the suspects.

Epress.am -- British-Armenian
journalist and director of the London-
based Gomidas Institute Ara Sarafian
recently travelled to Istanbul to launch
his newly published book Talaat
Pasha’s Report on the Armenian Geno-
cide in Turkey.

During a joint press conference
with other writers, Sarafian responded
to attacks by Turkish writers about the
book.

This work is a serious appraisal
of a report found in the possession of
Talaat Pasha, the Ottoman Minister of
Interior responsible for the Armenian . .
Genocide of 1915. It concludes that record that he ordered and supervised Back to Dlyarbeklr
the report was a confidential accountthe general deportation of Ottoman DIYARBAKIR -- On September remained here in isolation. The more
of the Armenian Genocide based onArmenians in 1915-16, and that he 21, members of the French branch ofisolated and adrift we became, the
Ottoman records. It presents Talaat’sfollowed the fate of such deporteesthe Yerkir Union met with Osman poorer we became as well, “noted
data in detail and includes additional from close quarters. Talaat was sentBaydemir, the Kurdish Mayor of Mayor Baydemir, adding that he was
materials such as two illustrative color updates regarding Armenians at differ- Diyarbakir in south-eastern Turkey. willing to continue talks with Arme-
maps and appendixes. ent stages of deportations, as well as During their conversation, Mayor nians on the issue.

Haber Turk writer Murat information about the fate of others Baydemir said that the city was ready The Yerkir Union, an organiza-
Bardakgi, who published the Talat Pasawho were subjected to special treat-to welcome the descendants of thosetion which seeks to preserve the unique
diaries in 2008, wrote in his coloumn ment. Armenians who had left the district cultural identity of individuals of Ar-
that Ara Sarafian and members of the “Ottoman records in Turkish ar- and proclaimed that they would enjoy menian extraction in the Armenian Pla-
Armenian Diaspora stole his book. chives, as well as Talaat’'s 1917 re-the same rights as the majority Kurds.teau and Black Sea Basin, had travelled
Sarafian responded that, of course, itport, show that less than 100,000 Ar- “After the 1914 massacres, Ar- to Diyarbakir to participate in the
was very important to publish the Taalat menians survived in the so-called re- menians left the region and we Kurds Mesopotamia Social Forum.

Pasha’s Black Book (“Talat Pasa’nin settlement zone for Armenians... Ac-

Evrak-i Metrukesi” in Turkish) but cording to Talaat's figures 1,150,000 _ . . .
Bardakg¢i analyzed the report incor- Armenians disappeared in the Ottoman U.S.-Armenia JOlnt Economic TaSkforce

rectly which is understandable consid- Empire between 1915-1917 or they Meeting Held in Washington
ering Turkey’s official stance on the were dispersed in different provinces

Genocide. Sarafian added, neverthe-of the Ottoman Empire for assimila- WASHINGTON, DC -- The 19 and U.S. Agency for International De-
less, we have to express much grati-tion. iteration of the U.S.-Armenia Joint Eco- velopment, participated in the meeting.
tude to Murat Bardakci, because he “Talaat Pasha’s Report on the nomic Taskforce (USATF) took place This year’s meeting co-chaired
had the courage to publish this book, Armenian Genocide is the closest offi- on Monday in Washington. by Coordinator for Assistance to Eu-
which in itself rejects the Turkish ver- cial Ottoman view we have of the Armenian Minister of Finance rope and Eurasia Daniel N. Rosenblum
sion of the events of 1915. Armenian Genocide. The report was Vache Gabrielyan and several U.S. Gov-and Armenian Minister of Finance
In describing the book, Sarafian undoubtedly prepared for Talaat Pashaernment agencies, including the De-Gabrielian, focused on promoting trade
writes: and meant for his private use. It was partment of State, Department of Trea-and investment and enhancing the busi-
“Recent documents released in notmeant for publication and probably sury, Department of Commerce, Of- ness climate in Armenia, State
Turkish archives, combined with sur- only survived because Talaat was as-fice of the U.S. Trade Representative, Department’'s website reports
viving documents from Talaat’'s sassinatedin 1921 and his widow gave :
Pasha’s private papers, confirm thatthe report to a Turkish historian WWW.maSSISW66k|y.COm
Talaat was indeed the architect of the[Bardakci] who eventually published R
Armenian Genocide. There is a cleari[t.” ‘! P updated every Frlday

Kurdish Mayor Welcomes Armenians

Ara Sarafian
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Analysis
Medvedev/Putin, Putin/Kocharyan?: Russia’s Strategy Leads to Speculation for Armenia

By Gayane Abrahamyan after the next election cycle.)
ArmeniaNow.com It is worth noting, too, that Pros- |
perous Armenia party leader Gagik
After late last week’s official an- Tsarukian was present at the Septem
nouncement of the Putin for Medvedev ber 23-24 summit of Yedinaya Russia |
replacement plan for Russia, a ques-(United Russia) party, during which
tion has naturally risen among Arme- the decision on supporting Putin’s can-
nian political circles: would Putin’s didacy for the office was announced.
return also mean Kocharian’s come- Itiscommon knowledge that Pros- | =
back, since Russia’s ex-presidentperous Armenia party was founded by |
Vladimir Putinis known to be favoring Kocharian and is his political fulcrum,
his then-Armenian counterpartand loyal and Tsarukian’'s participation in that sum-
partner Robert Kocharian? mit gives grounds for speculation.
Members of the ruling coalition “Of course, Tsarukian has par-
do not believe it's possible, and maketicipated in Yedinaya Russia’s sum-
areference to the memorandum signednits since 2008, however, that very
early this year according to which the year is significant, as it (marked the
coalition has committed to support end of Kocharian’s presidency) and
Armenia’s current president Serzh these meetings were laying the ground
Sarkisian’s run for a second term in work in anticipation of Kocharian's
2013. return,” political analyst Narine
However, Kocharian’s recently Mkrtchyan, Yerevan's Slavonic Uni-
activated presence in the political field versity professor, told ArmeniaNow.
as well as “the Putin factor” have lead “We don’t even have an idea how “Despite the fact that Kocharian deeds”.
many to a different assumption. many times Kocharian personally went has solid financial and human resources, In the prologue the author, Marc
Itis noteworthy that lately Vartan to meet Putin, we only know that Putin at the moment he is not powerful Amatouni, writes introducing
Oskanian, who was foreign minister favors Kocharian much more than enough to fight against Serzh Kocharian:
during Kocharian’s presidency, did not Serzh Sarkisian,”. Sarkisian,” he says. “A powerful public, political
exclude such a possibility, either. Cau- People’s Party leader Tigran Whispers on Kocharian’s pos- leader of modern Armenian history,
tious and diplomatically evasive Karapetyan believes that “Kocharian sible return started spreading some-infallible military theorist, the carrier
Oskanian, who usually refrains from will definitely come back”. where around mid-year when he in- and creator of the victorious arms of
speaking about Kocharian, said in his “If  Levon Ter-Pterosian creased his presence in the media anghe Artsakh heroic battle... the orga-
interview to “168 hours” local daily [Armenia’s first president] returned, gave lengthy interviews, however , nizer and leader of modern-day battles
newspaper: why wouldn’t Robert Kocharian?” he whispers turned into full-sound voices of Avarayr in the Great Patriotic war
“My presumption is that says. the fourth book about him got pub- of the Armenian nation, the reviver of
Kocharian would, after all, have politi- Heritage party member, MP lished. the distorted heroic profile of an Ar-
cal involvement. For the start, parlia- Armen Martirosian thinks, nonethe- A 500-page book titled “Robert menian, and the re-creator and carrier
mentary elections: | think there will be less, that the current president SerzhKocharian in the fate of the Armenian of the authentic image of the Armenian
some kind of involvement there.” Sarkisian has more possibilities for cause” tells about Kocharian’s “heroic national, state, and political figure.”
(The Armenian Constitution maneuvering now than Medvedev who
stipulates that a president can servenever really managed to leave Putin’s
two successive terms — as didshadow and that he [Sarkisian] can
Kocharian, but may return to power prevent Kocharian’s return.

Serzh Sarkisian Visits Los Angeles

Continued from page 1 ots the opportunity to enter the United

States, to live in dignity, to develop, to
Ambassador ]ohn Evans on the Armenian Genocide building located on Central Avenue in integrate within society of this power-
Glendale. ful country, and to make their historical
Continued from page 1 intend to be that president.” Armenia’s Consul Generalto Los homeland known. We are proud of you,
“In his statement in April 2009 Angeles, Grigor Hovhannissian accom- and we will do everything so you could
Turkey a genocide in his first annual opama went much farther than any panied Foreign Minister Nalbandian in be proud of us,” said the President.
April 24 statement in the presidential y_s. president has ever gone before inthe ribbon cutting ceremony. Guests A gala banquet celebrating the
capacity. Instead, the newly electedmaking it clear what his own view is,” were invited to tour the new consulate 20" anniversary of Armenia’s inde-
American leader used the Armeniancommented Evans in Yerevan as hefacility. pendence was held on the evening of
phrase "Mets Yeghern", or Great Ca- attended an open public forum discus- “The homeland is eternal, and September 25, 2011 at the Beverly
lamity, to describe “one of the great sion hosted by the local think tank this very building is the link connecting Hilton Hotelin Beverly Hills. Los Ange-
atrocities of the 20th century”. Civilitas. you to the homeland. Taking advan- les City officials including Mayor An-
Atthe same time, Obama made it Evans, who served as U.S. am-tage of this opportunity, | would like to tonio Villaraigosa, Los Angeles County
clear that he stood by his earlier public hassador to Armenia in 2004-2006, isexpress thanks to the United StatesSupervisors Michael Antonovich and
statements on the subject. In particu-pelieved to have been recalled by thewhich during the most difficult times Zev Yaroslavsky were among the dis-
lar, during his election campaign Obamaadministration of former President for our people, allowed our compatri- tinguished guests at the banquet.
repeatedly referred to the 1915'1918Ge0rge W. Bush for pub||c|y describ-
slaughter of more than one million jng the World War I-era massacres of

Senate Committee Supports Assistance for Karabakh

Ottoman Armenians as genocide.  Armeniansin Ottoman Turkey as geno-
“The Armenian genocide is not cide. Evans later explained he had ut-Continued from page 1 the conflict.”
an allegation, a personal opinion or atered the word genocide to express his The next step would be for the

point of view, but rather a widely personal opinion rather than make agence-building measures and other acHouse and Senate to complete ac-

documented fact supported by an over-statement as a diplomat. tivities in furtherance of the peaceful tion on their respective bills. How-
whelming body of historical evidence, Evans believes that John Heffern, resolution of conflicts, including in ever, with the new fiscal year be-

he said in a January 2008 statement ofhe future U.S. ambassador in Yerevan Nagorno-Karabakh,” while the report ginning on October 1st, Congress
his campaign website. "America de- should also consider that Presidentjanguage states that “The committeemust pass a short-term continuing
serves a leader who speaks truthfullyobamars position on the 1915 eventsgypports humanitarian assistance forresolution before turning its atten-

about the Armenian genocide and f€-is much more sincere “than the posi-yictims of the Nagorno-Karabakh con- tion back to the FY 2012 appropria-
sponds forcefully to all genocides. | tions of the past.” flict and urges a peaceful resolution of tions bills.
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George Bournoutian’s New Book: St. Mary Armenian Apostolic Church
The 1823 Russian Survey of the to Hold Annual Festival

Karabagh Province

Province: A Primary Source on the [ ﬂ, _il[ 1 T_#_r
Demography and Economy of " . | ’nﬂ-hﬂﬂ?ﬂﬂﬂhd L
Karabagh in the Early 19th Century. )

Atthe end of 1822, following the [
flight of Mahdi-goli Khan of Karabagh gy
to Iran, Russia annexed the provincefig s 5 a5 71 g,
and sent two officials to conduct a “ﬁ e 5
survey of the population of Karabagh [
and the taxes collected by the Ias - ¥
khan. The survey, composed of 35S
registers in Russian, was completed i f.,;
the spring of 1823 and send to Tiflis, Y
the Russian headquarters for thef g X
Caucasus. In 1866 the governmen " j.
printing office in Tiflis published a § )
very small quantity of the survey for c - f" :
official use. The document became COSTA MESA -- St. Mary Armenian Apostolic Church in Costa Mesa will
rare and, for all intents and purposes,absence of concrete population fig- hold its annual festival on Sunday, October 9, 2011, 11:30a.m.. to 7:00p.m. on
unobtainable. ures for Karabagh presented a prob-the church grounds, located at 148 E. 22nd Street.

Following the demands of the lem. One either had to rely on Arme- Attendees will enjoy delicious home made Armenian foods such as lamb and
Armenians of Nogorno-Karabagh for nian sources (written between the 16thchicken shish kebab, rice pilaf, humus, stuffed grape leaves, outstanding
self-determination, Azeri historians, led and 19th centuries and unacceptable tastries, Armenian beer, and many more wonderful delicacies.
by the late Ziya Buniatov, started athe Azeris as biased) or the There will be authentic Armenian folk dance music by the Tom Bozigian
abovementioned out-of-print Russian Band, dance performances, book fair, 50/50 raffle, children’s games, church
and Azeri unadulterated versions. Al- tours, and a variety of vendors for shopping.
though both sources mention an Ar- For more information contact the church office at 949-650-8367 or visit
menian presence in the region, theythe website: wwwstmaryarmenianchurch.com
either present unsubstantiated and ex-

aggerated figures or have no demo- Firgt Armenian Presbyterian Church to Mark
graphic information whatsoever.

The 1823 Russian Survey of a Decade of Harvest Festivals
Karabagh, conducted by neutral offi-
cials, lists the number of families and FRESNO -- California’s oldest Armenian congregation will mark the

their ethnicity in some 300 villages and opening of the Season of Thanksgiving by hosting its Tenth Annual Harvest
300 nomad pastures. It also lists theFestival for children and families.
various taxes paid to the khan's trea- Fresno’s First Armenian Presbyterian Church will sponsor the multilingual
sury by each group. It proves conclu- ministry event from 5:30 to 8 p.m. on Monday, October 31, 2011. The Festival
sively that, in 1822, six years prior to will take place atthe FAPC Campus, 430 South First Street at historic Huntington
1828, the Armenians formed the over- Boulevard.
whelming majority (some 97%) in the The Festival is designed for children ages pre-school through the sixth
five districts, which later formed grade, their families, and for the young at heart. Admission is free and open to
Nagorno- Karabagh. Furthermore, thethe public. More information is available by calling 9559) 960-8361 or e-mailing
Armenian villages were larger, more fapc@fapc.net.
campaign to deny the Armenian his- productive and the Armenians paid Festival activities and attractions include a gourmet hot dog dinner, bounce
toric presence in the region. First, they more taxes per capita than the Mus-house, carnival games with candy prizes, Ringo Bingo, nonstop popcorn, and
prepared new editions of books by lims. The high economic productivity Dance Dance Revolution, among many others. Guests of all ages are invited to
local Persian-speaking Muslim chroni- of the Armenian villages is a further wear friendly costumes to the seasonal “open house” gathering.
clers (written in the 18-19th centuries indication of their long presence in the Reverend Mgrdich Melkonian is Senior Pastor of FAPC, Reverend Mike
and published in Baku in Russian andregion. Mekredijian is the Associate Pastor, Philip Garo, Jr., M.Div. is the Director of
Azeri translations between 1921 and Bournoutian’s annotated transla- Youth and Children’s Ministries, and Zaven Kalebjian is Chair of the 2011 Harvest
1970), and blatantly deleted most ref-tion (first in any language) from the Festival Committee.
erences to the Armenians. Second,Russian original edition (located at the The 2011 theme of the Congregation is “A New Community.”
they sent the new editions free of former Lenin Library in Moscow) of
charge to many university libraries in this 380-page survey, has a great deal Days of Armenian Culture in Stuttgart
Europe, Russia and the US. Third, theyof other information on the demogra-
announced thatthe Armenians of Moun- phy and economy of Karabagh, which
tainous Karabagh had arrived therewill be of primary interest to scholars
only after 1828, when Russia, follow- of Transcaucasia. Itincludes a lengthy
ing the Treaty of Turkmenchay had introduction and commentary, an ap-
encouraged the settlement of thou-pendix and maps and should, once an
sands of Armenians from Iran into the for all, end the discussion regarding
region. This became and remains thethe Armenian historic presence in or
official Azeriview (see the Azerbaijan claims to Nagorno- Karabagh. The
Embassy in DC website). book (xiv+467pp. $45.00), available in
Although, Bournoutianin histhree mid-October can be ordered from
previous books, as well as two articlesMazda Press, Amazon, Barnes and
has totally refuted the Azeri claims, the Nobles, or Armenian bookstores.

Stuttgart, the capital of the state of Baden-Wurttemberg in southern
Germany, hosted Days of Armenian Culture, Sept. 16 to 22.

The cultural event proved a “complete success and inaugurated a new era for
d&rmenlans in Baden-Wurttemberg.” On the occasion of the 20th anniversary of
independence of Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh, the organizers - the Armenian
community in Baden-Wurttemberg and the Armenian Cultural Association in
Stuttgart - implemented a large-scale cultural program at the highest level.

Armenian sacred, classical and folk music was performed. Among the
invitees from Armenia were the Shohaken company, the choir of the Geghard
monastery and maestro Robert Amirkhanyan with singer Seda Amir-Karayan.
Also Germany-based Armenian performers participated in the cultural event —
Karine Babajanyan, Hrachuhi Basents, Anna Manasyants, Barig Nalbandyan and
others. The Neuer Kammerchor (New Choir) from Heidenheim, conducted by
Thomas Kammel, was a special guest at the cultural event.

Lectures and religious services took place in Stuttgart, Well-known public
and political figures — Armenian Ambassador to Germany Armen Martirosyan,
Permanent Representative of the Nagorno-Karabakh Republic Harutyun Grgoryan
and others - delivered congratulatory speeches. The participants got acquaintec
with the history and culture of Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh, as well as with

NEW’S . I n fl:l rm ﬂtl Onen. Kﬂ M me lltﬂ re. the Armgnian community in Bad_en-Wurttem_berg.the past 20 years. Moreover,

preparations for Days of Armenian Culture in 2012 are under way.

ArmenienInfo.net
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