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Hundreds Killed After Powerful Earthquake Russian President Medvedev to Continue
Hits Van Province Karabakh Mediation
Turkey Declines Aid From Armenia L%l

VAN -- A powerful 7.2-magni- The quake hit Turkey’s moun- MOSCOW -- President Dmitry and Azerbaijan,” he said.
tude earthquake struck eastern Turkeytainous eastern region at 1:41 p.m.Medvedev indicated Russia’s inten- Medvedev has hosted as many as
on Sunday, killing at least 200 people with an epicenter in the village of tionto organize further high-level Ar- ten face-to-face meetings between
and sparking widespread panic as itTabanli, 10 miles (17 kilometers) from menian-Azerbaijani peace talks after Sarkisian and Azerbaijan’s President
collapsed dozens of buildings into piles van, according to the U.S. Geological meeting with his visiting Armenian |lham Aliyev since 2008 in a bid to get

of twisted steel and chunks of con- Survey. counterpart Serzh Sarkisian on Mon- the conflicting parties to agree on the
crete. The hardest hit was Ercis, a city day. basic principles of a Karabakh settle-
Tens of thousands of residents of 75,000 close to the Iranian border, The two men discussed the unre-ment drafted by Russia, the United
fled into the streets running, scream-which lies on the Ercis Fault in one of solved Nagorno-Karabakh conflictand States and France.
ing and trying to reach relatives on cell Turkey’s most earthquake-prone bilateral ties on the second day of Sarkisian and Aliyev came very
phones. As the full extent of the dam- zones. Van, some 55 miles (90 kilome- Sarkisian’s state visit to Russia. close to overcoming their differences
age became clear, desperate survivorsers) to the south, also suffered sub- “I am convinced that one can at their most recent trilateral meeting
dug into the rubble with their bare stantial damage. achieve ajust resolution of the conflict with Medvedev held in the Russian city
hands, trying to rescue the trapped and _ only by political means,” Medvedev of Kazan in June. The meeting did not
the injured. Continuedonpage4 (44 3 joint news conference in the yield a breakthrough, however.
Kremlin. “In recent years quite a lot Medvedev went on to present the
Armenian News Android and iPhone App has been done in that direction, includ- Armenian and Azerbaijani presidents
ing with Russia’s participation.” with fresh proposals on how to end the
Introduced “| believe that we should con- impasse. Neither leader has publicized
LOS ANGELES -- Massis Pub- tinue to contribute to the negotiating his response to those proposals in
lishing, the parent organization to ; process as a co-cha|.r _of th_e [OSCE]what is widely seen as a sign that the
MassisPost and Massis Weekly, has Minsk Group by organizing direct con- peace process will likely remain dead-

introduced the Armenian News tacts with the leaderships of Armenia locked in the months to come.

smartphone App for iPhone™ and An-
droid™ users, now available for free at
AppleiTunes™ and atthe Android Mar-
ket™ respectively. The App provides

European Court of Human Rights Rules Article 301
of the Turkish Penal Code Violated Dr. Taner

up to date reliable news and hard hitting Akgam’s Freedom of Expression
critical commentary on Armenia and spearheaded by its fifteen-year old
the Armenian Diaspora in English. member Nareg Khodanian’s hard work. STRASBOURG -- The European

It is no secret that keeping up Nareg, who with his technological Courtof Human Rights (ECtHR) ruled
with technology has become one of knowledge, was able to conduct theon Tuesday that the Turkish
the challenges facing all media outlets.development of thisApp in a relatively government’s prosecution under Ar-
All this fast-paced advancement in short time making MassisPost one ofticle 301 of its penal code with respect
communication and computer systemsthe very few Armenian news outlets to Dr. Taner Akcam’s public views on
has somehow urged everyone to sub-onbothiPhone and Android platforms. the Armenian Genocide violated |
merge into the digital world and ex- With Massis Publishing’s 13 Akcam’s right to freedom of expres-
plore its endless capabilities. Massis media partners representing Armenianssion under Article 10 of the European
Publishing was no exception. In 1994 throughout the world, the Armenian Convention on Human Rights.
Massis Weekly introduced its website News App powered by Massis Post, Dr. Akcam, the holder of the
and became one of the first Armenianaims to continue its mission of giving Kaloosdian/Mugar Chair for the Study
media outlets on the internet. In 2010 its readers an opportunity to stay up toof Modern Armenian History and Ar-
MassisPost was introduced on the webdate on Armenian politics, arts & cul- menian Genocide at Clark University in
to keep up with the daily developments ture, local news and international newsWorcester, Massachusetts, became the
in the Armenian world. relating to Armenians for free. target of threats and harassment forTurkey. Before he was gunned down

And now with the introduction of Massis Publishing is an official expressing his views and publishing in broad daylight, Hrant Dink was also
the Armenian News App Armenian’s publication of the Social Democratic his findings on the Armenian Geno- prosecuted under Article 301. The
throughout the world are able to be upHunchakian Party of the Western Re-cide. A close friend to the late Hrant Court acknowledges this connection
to date on Armenian related news in gion of the United States of America. Dink, the Turkish-Armenian journalist and in its decision notes “it was widely
the palm of their hands. The develop- The Armenian News Appis avail- assassinated in January 2007, Dr.believed that Hrant Dink had been tar-
ment of the App was achieved by our able for free at Apple iTunes™ and at Akcam knew all too well the dangers of
own Gaidz Youth Organization, and Android Market™. speaking about this taboo subject in Continued on page 3
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Azerbaijan Gets UN Security Council Seat Re-Consecration of St. Giragos Armenian
Church in Diyarbakir
NEW YORK -- Azerbaijan secured Aliyev did not specify whether
a first-ever seat on the UN Security his government will use the Security | « .

.' }

! j -

council late on Monday after getting 155 Council seat to advance a Karabakh
votes in the 193-nation UN General As- settlement desired by the Azerbaijani

Y

sembly. It will join Pakistan, Morocco, side.
Guatemalaand Togo as temporary mem- In 2008, Baku pushed through
bers of the 15-nation council in January the UN General Assembly a non-bind-

for a two-year term. ing resolution that referred to Karabakh
Slovenia and Azerbaijan along asaninternationally recognized part of| |
with Hungary were vying for a seat Azerbaijan and demanded an “immedi-
reserved for Eastern Europe. ate, complete and unconditional with-
Azerbaijan’s victory was confirmed drawal of Armenian forces” from oc-
after Slovenia, dropped out of the race.cupied Azerbaijani lands. The resolu-
Slovene Foreign Minister Samuel tion was backed by 39 mostly Muslim §
Zbogar said his country “did not ap- states. N
prove” of how the elections were held, Armenia’s government did not |
although he failed to elaborate. officially reactto Azerbaijan’s election k|
In a special statement issued onto the Security Council as of Tuesday
the occasion, Azerbaijani Presidentevening, downplayed the significance
Ilham Aliyev hailed the development as of Azerbaijan’s membership, saying
a “great victory” for his nation. “The that it will have no impact on the
number of our friends around the world resolution of the Nagorno-Karabakh

B -

is growing,” he said. conflict. DIYARBAKIR -- St. Giragos is that our children will celebrate to-
(Surp Giragos) Armenian Church in gether the coming achievements.”

OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs Start NCW Turkey’s southeastern province of Mayor Baydemir’'s remarks were fre-
Diyarbakir was re-consecrated on Sat-quently interrupted by applause, as
Round of Karabakh Diplomacy urday October 22 following two years those gathered were gratified to hear

of restoration work. The restoration acknowledgement that the city is in-

YEREVAN -- U.S., Russian and “The Co-Chairs presented their and re-consecration of St. Giragosdeed an historic Armenian center.

French mediators met with Presidentwork plan for the coming months, Church was a major event in the re- Sunday morning witnessed the

Serzh Sarkisian in Yerevan on Friday leading up to the December OSCE gjon, with dignitaries and pilgrims from celebration of the Armenian Divine
at the start of a fresh tour of the Ministerial Council in Vilnius. They around the world participating. Con- Liturgy in the newly re-consecrated
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict zone which will continue to work with the sides to structed in the 16th century, St. GiragosSt. Giragos Church. Archbishop
they hope will help to kick-start the delineate their current differences onis arguably one of the great sanctuariesAteshian was the celebrant and homilist,
Armenian-Azerbaijani peace process. the Basic Principles as a framework of the worldwide Armenian Church. and members of the Sts. Vartanantz
Official Armenian sources gave for acomprehensive peace settlement,’After years of abuse, the recent reno-Church choir from Ferikoy, Istanbul,
very few details of Sarkisian’s meet- read the statement. vation project—to which a number of sang the Komitas setting of the badarak.
ing with the three co-chairs of the Aliyev and Sarkisian dramatically diaspora Armenians contributed—has The service took place before an-
OSCE Minsk Group and their separatefailed to overcome those differences restored it to its former glory. other remarkably large gathering of the
talks with Foreign Minister Edward at their most recent trilateral summit Streets throughout Diarbekir faithful, whichincluded guest Armenian
Nalbandian held earlier in the day. with Russia’s President Dmitry were festooned with flags in Arme- clergy, as well as the Syrian Orthodox
The co-chairs declined to talk to Medvedev held in the Russian city of nian, Turkish, and Kurdish reading bishop of Adiaben; the representative of
journalists after the meeting with Kazan last June. Some Azerbaijani of-“welcome home.” The sentiment His Holiness Bartholomew I, the Ecu-
Nalbandian. Bernard Fassier, the chiefficials suggested earlier this month throughout the city was festive, warm, menical Patriarch of Constantinople;
French negotiator, said only that they that the two parties start working on a and welcoming. mayors Baydemir and Demirbas, and the
planto travel to Stepanakert on Saturdaycomprehensive peace treaty before Archbishop Aram Ateshian
and proceed to Baku the following day. agreeing on the basic principles. Deputy Patriarch of Istanbul, Arch-
The mediating troika already met According to the Armenian For- bishop Khajag Barsamian, Archbishop
with Sarkisian and Azerbaijani Presi- eign Ministry, Nalbandian rejected the vicken Aykazian, Bishop Shahan
dent Ilham Aliyev in Warsaw on Sep- idea. A ministry statement quoted him Sarkisian (Primate of Aleppo), and
tember 29. In an ensuing statement, itas telling the mediators that it “contra- Bishop Sahag Mashalian (from

said they discussed “next steps aimeddicts the logic of the negotiating pro- Istanbul) consecrated the five altars. _L‘Tﬁ"p’f 'T? fs
atreaching a peaceful settlement of thecess and, naturally, the co-chairs’ ap- The number of participants in the & "r**r' ' .
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.” proaches.” service exceeded 2,000, with groups 1 £f= & a- ¥
of Armenian pilgrims from Istanbul, !'-Iﬁ'!_ ;; L
Employees of Metsamor Nuclear Power Xlle U.S-,ArdmLenti)a, Holland,G;ermany, B0 s
. eppo, and Lebanon present. —
Plant Retul‘n to WOl‘k Aftel‘ Pay RISC Among the dignitaries attending
were the United States Consul Genera
YEREVAN -- Dozens of employ- the same day. of Istanbul, Scott Kilner; the U.S. Con-

ees at Armenia’s Metsamor nuclear power However, the compromise deal sul of Adana, Daria Darnell; the mayor
plant who quit their jobs last week have was blocked by Movsisian’s ministry. of greater Diarbekir Osman Baydemir;
agreed to return to work after accepting The latter offered a more modest wageAbdullah Demirbas, mayor of the city’s
an offer of a 10-percent pay rise by theincrease that was apparently discussedur Ici section (the area “inside the
government, RFE/RL’s Armenian Ser- during talks on October 24. walls” of the old fortified city); and two American consuls.

vice reports. In a short statement, the ministry saidMayor Scott Avedisian of Warwick, Also on Sunday, a group of Ar-
The Ministry of Energy and Natural the average wage of Metsamor's 450-Rhode Island (U.S.A.)—all of whom menians, raised as Sunni Muslims,
Resources announced the pay rise orstrong core staff attending to the plant’s were very interested in the service andwere baptized.Their ancestors had
October 24 several hours after negotia-sole functioning reactor and other key supportive of the historic event. converted to Islam after the 1915 kill-
tions held between Metsamor employeefacilities will rise by 10 percent. At the conclusion of the service, ings in the Ottoman era.
representatives and Energy Minister All of the protesting employees, the mayor of greater Diarbekir, Osman Among those who were baptized
Armen Movsisian. including senior engineers, work there. Baydemir, offered his warm welcome was Gaffur Turkay, who also contrib-
More than 150 plantemployees formally According to the plant administration, to the visitors—speaking first in Ar- uted to the restoration of the church.
ceased to work for Metsamor on Octo- they currently earn an average of 277,500menian, then in Kurdish, Turkish, En- “I wish this church had always
ber 21 one month after demanding thatdrams ($740) a month. glish, and Arabic. To the Armenian beenopen,” he said. “Itis unbelievable
the plant’s administration raise their "It wasn't a particularly generous pilgrims he said, “Welcome to your tobetogether here with people fromall
wages by 50 percent or relieve them ofproposal,” one employee, Karen home. You are not guests here; this isaround the world with whom | share
their duties. They cited the dangerousKarapetian, told RFE/RL. “But we have your home. Anytime you come here, the same origins.”

character of their work and the in- accepted it in order to reduce tension.”you are coming to your home.” The baptism ceremony was
creased cost of living in the country. "Nobody is satisfied,” said another “This is a happy and special day closed to the press and outside visi-

The administration and the pro- worker. “But what can we do? We must not only for you but also for us,” tors, was led by Archbishop Ateshian.
testing staff agreed on a 20-30 percent Mayor Baydemir continued. “We all The names of those baptized will not

pay rise during last-minute talks held on Continuedonpage3 know about past events, and our wishbe revealed for security reasons.



OCTOBER 29, 2011

Taner Ak¢cam v. Turkey

By Orhan Kemal Cengiz
TodaysZamman
This week | have been in

Strasbourg, France attending meet-
ings at the Council of Europe on some
specific issues related to democracy
and human rights in Turkey. On Mon-
day | attended a lecture on the situation
of religious minorities in Turkey, held

by Strasbourg University. | tried to

explain to the audience the importance

3
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Letters to the Editor of Boston Globe

An article by Geoff Edgers about
Boston’s Museum of Fine Arts’ ac-
cedingto Turkish demands, titled “MFA
sends ‘Weary Herakles’ statue back to
Turkey,” appeared in the Sept. 24,
2011 edition of the Boston Globe.
Link to the article:

http://www.boston.com

Although Mr. Berge Tatian and
Mr. David Boyajian each sent a letter to
the Globe in response, the paper pub
lished neither letter.

for Turkey of confronting the past, in
order to become a better democracy.
Having talked about confronta-
tion, it was interesting to read the
European Court of Human Rights’
(ECtHR) evaluation of Article 301 of
Turkey’s Criminal Code, on denigrat-
ing Turkishness, in the judgment it
delivered this Tuesday. | am talking
about the case of Taner Akgam v.
Turkey, which resulted in a finding
that Mr. Akgcam’s freedom of expres-

Following are the two letters:
views on the Armenianissue had turned
into a harassment campaign and obliged ~ The statement by former Turk-

him to answer charges under that pro-ish cultural minister, Engin Ozgen, on _
vision.” the return of the missing part of the particularly Greek culture?

The ECtHR dismissed the Weary Herakles, that “This will show Turkey has exterminated the indig-
government’s claim that the prerequi- the world that the Turks are not igno- enous peoples of Asia Minor — Greeks,
site of the permission of Ministry of rant anymore, that they will fight for Armenians, and Assyrians —and tried
Justice prevents misapplication of the their past and their heritage”, assumedto erase all traces of their existence,
article, saying: “In any event, the court that the rest of the world is ignorant of while harassing the few who are left.
considers that even though the Minis- the true provenance of that statue. It'sTurkey has destroyed, deliberately

sion was violated. try of Justice carries out a prior con- as if | find a work of art on my misidentified, or grossly neglected

The story of Article 301 isalong trol in criminal investigations under property and then go around claiming most of the churches, cultural land-
one. Hrant Dink was killed after being Article 301, and the provision has not it as part of my patrimony. The Turk’s marks, and villages of these ancient
tried under this article by ultranational- heen applied in this particular type of complaintover looting is patheticif not peoples, whom Turks conquered after
ists. The current government hascase for a considerable time, it may belaughable when they themselves arearriving from Central Asia.
amended the article by reducing the gpplied again in such cases at any timeguilty of the most egregious crime of Hundreds of such villages have also
possible sentence and adding an addiin the future, if for example there is a looting, that of the properties of the been assigned Turkish names to erase
tional clause requiring the prior per- change of political will by the current Armenians, Greeks, and Assyrians ofthe fact that these were the lands and
mission of the Ministry of Justice to Government or change of policy by a Asia Minor, after destroying their heri- homes of people whom Turkey annihi-
prosecute under this article. newly formed Government.” tage. lated.

The ECtHR’s Akcam decision The ECtHR also analyzed how Berge Tatian Turkey says that the statue’s re-
demonstrates that these amendmentshis article is interpreted by the Court Stoneham, MA turn is morally right and concerns
are not sufficient. After this judgment of Cassation: *hkk “culture.” But it's really about tourist
| think Turkey needs to abolish this “Moreover, the court observes So the Museum of Fine Arts is money and laying illegitimate claim to
article altogether. Interestingly, Taner that the established case-law of thereturning an ancient statue of “Weary heritages that it has, in fact, tried to
Akcam has not been punished undercourt of Cassation must also be takenHerakles” to Turkey (“MFA sends destroy.
this article, but he has been prosecutednto consideration... the interpretation ‘Weary Herakles’ statue back to Tur- Rather than returning the Herakles
a couple of times for his articles about of Article 301, particularly the con- key,” Sept. 24). Herakles was a Greekstatue, the MFA should be shedding
the Armenian taboo. Normally, the cepts of ‘Turkishness’ or the ‘Turkish god, and the statue is based upon afight on Turkey’s acts of cultural de-
ECHR would have rejected his applica- natjon’... the Court of Cassation sanc- ancient Greek original. Does anyone struction and genocide.
tion, saying that he had not been sen+joned any opinion criticizing the offi- believe that Turkey is a credible custo- David Boyajian
tenced under the law in question andgija| thesis on the Armenian issue.” dian or legitimate inheritor of ancient— Belmont, MA
therefore does not have victim status. The following paragraph in which

However, the court took his allegation the ECtHR evaluates the relation be-

of having been victimized under this tween 301 and Armenian question is
article seriously for various reasons. g|so important: “In view of the forego- Continued frompage 1 change or major difference in the in-

The ECHR's findings about Mr. ing, the court concludes that the crimi- terpretation of these concepts because
Akcam’s “victim status” were as fol- nal investigation commenced againstgeted by extremists because of thethey have been understood in the same
lows: “The tangible fear of prosecu- the applicant and the standpoint of thestigma attached to his criminal convic- manner by the Court of Cassation...[in
tion not only cast a shadow over the Tyrkish criminal courts on the Arme- tion for ‘insulting Turkishness.” other words it] does not introduce a
applicant’s professional activities, but njanissue in their application of Article In its verdict, the Court honors substantial change or contribute to the
also caused him considerable stresg01 of the Criminal Code, as well as Dink’s legacy in its conclusion that widening of protection of the right to
and anxiety, and seriously constrainedthe public campaign against the app|i_“the criminal investigation commenced freedom of expression.”

his activities. ... ltwas widely believed cant in respect of the investigation, against the applicant [Taner Akgam] Welcoming the court’s decision,
that Hrant Dink had been targeted by confirm that there exists a consider- and the standpoint of the Turkish crimi- Dr. Akgam commented that “Turkey
extremists because of the stigma at-gple risk of prosecution faced by per- nal courts on the Armenian issue in should learn that facing history and
tached to his criminal conviction for sons who express ‘unfavorable’ opin- their application of Article 301 of the coming toterms with past humanrights
‘insulting Turkishness.’... Eventhough jons on this matter, and indicates thatCriminal Code, as well as the public abuses is not a crime but a prerequisite
the public prosecutor in charge of the the threat hanging over the applicantiscampaign against the applicant in re-for peace and reconciliation in the
investigation issued a decision of non-real. In these circumstances, the courSPect of the investigation, confirm that region. | consider myself as a part of
prosecution, holding that the considers that there has been an interihere exists a considerable risk of pros-Turkish civil society, which fights for
applicant’s views were protected un- ference with the exercise of the €cution faced by persons who expressa truly free and democratic Turkey.
der Article 10, this did not necessarily applicant’s right to freedom of expres- ‘unfavourable’ opinions on this matter This cannot happen if Turkey contin-
mean that the applicant would be safesjon under Article 10 of the [Euro- and indicates that the threat hangingues to criminalize discussion of the
from further investigations of thatkind pean] Convention [on Human Rights].” OVer the applicant is real.” Armenian Genocide.” He added: “You
in the future... the court considers that I really hope that this judgment will The Court further concluded that cannotachieve reconciliation and peace
while the applicant was not prosecutedpe read carefully by the Turkish authori- changesto Article 301 and the replace-with Armenia with the existence of
and convicted of the offence under ties and that we will be able to get rid of Ment of the term “Turkishness” by the this kind of poisonous law or continue
Article 301, the criminal complaints Article 301 as soon as possible. words “the Turkish Nation” made “no to deny diplomatic relations.”

filed against him by extremists for his 0.cengiz@todayszaman.com

European Court of Human Rights

Employees of Metsamor Nuclear Power Plant

Continued from page 2 not compromise the safety of the plant.

Metsamor’'s sole functioning reactor,

take some steps for our state and oumhich generates nearly 40 percent of

families.” Armenia’s electricity, was brought to a
Meanwhile, the Ministry of En- halt on September 5 for regular repairs

ergy and Natural Resources insistedand partial refueling.

through its spokeswoman, Lusine It was due to be relaunched by

Harutiunian, that the mass walkout did October 21.

ArmenienInfo.net

News. Informationen. Kommentare.
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New Publication: Garen Boyajian Wins
Mark Mustian’s “Gendarme” Best Supporting Actor Award

By Taleen Babayan By Kin abrin

= Wy, il i A

EEEETCRE TLEE Pl Fumr--——mmary

Mark Mustian, author of the criti-
cally acclaimed novel, “The Gen-
darme,” presented his book on
Wednesday evening, October 12, at
the Diocesan Center in Manhattan.

Garen Boyajian recently returned
from London with his second major
acting award in tow. He earned the
coveted “Best Actor in a Supporting
Role” award for his affecting role as

The event, hosted by the Arme- [HE Jamal in the controversial and much
nian Network of America (Greater New ) talked about film, THREE VEILS.
York Region), Armenian Students As- BN DARME Garen reflects on his humbling experi-
sociation and the Zohrab Center, startec ence in England, “earning the nomina-
with an introduction by Talene tion was exciting news. Once | read
Kachadourian, President of the Arme- the list of fellow nominees, | truthfully
nian Network of America. She spoke didn’t expect to win.”
of Mustian’s background as a lawyer The International Filmmakers
and as City Commissionerin Tallahas- Festival was held October 14-15 and
see, Fla., where he currently lives with screened over 30 films from around
his wife and three children. the world. This prestigious film festi-

Published last year, “The Gen- val was established with a mission of
darme” quickly created a buzz and was selecting and presenting the next gen
the winner of the 2010 Florida Gold eration of exceptional film talent to the
Book Award for General Fiction. Itis a relationships. world. A full list of nominees and
finalistfor the 2011 Dayton International Mustian also talked about the award recipients may be found on the
Literary Peace Prize. The book has beermprocess of having the book pub- official festival website.
translated into eight foreign editions in lished, which required a lot of perse- Garen has also earned the “Best
Brazil, Bulgaria, France, Greece, Israel, verance and determination on his part.Actor in a Leading Role” award in
and Spain, among others. Seven years after perfecting his 2008 atthe Monaco International Film THREE VEILS was recently

Mustian’s novel follows the story manuscript, the reputable PutnamFestival. Up next, he can be seen inawarded the “Best Picture” award at
of a Turkish gendarme officer who imprint published the book to posi- the Disney blockbuster BEVERLY the Arpa International Film Festival
once lead the Armenians on the deathtive reviews, including in the Sunday HILLS CHIHUAHUA 3, while pres- and will be screening at the Arab Film
marches of 1915. Following an injury Book Review of the New York Times ently preparing to film an untitled Festival and Chinese Film Festival.
at Gallipoli, he was sent to an Allied which wrote that Mustian, “tells a psychological thriller movie some- Garen is expected to be in attendance
Hospital where he met and married anstory that probes a timeless array oftime early 2012. at both Los Angeles screenings.
American nurse, and eventually settledlife’s general adversities,” and noted
in the United States—having lost all that “Mustian refuses to flinch when Q¢ Gregory Hovsepian School Celebrates a
recollection of the Armenian Geno- describing the grim realities that re-
cide. Almost a century later, the of- surface in Conn’s [the protagonist’s] Book Day at Barnes & Nobles & the Grand
ficer, now 92, suffers a brain tumor thoughts of the past.” . .
and begins to recall the story of his ?:ollowing Eis presentation, Openlng of the School’s Brand New lerary
youth, and to seek redemption beforeMustian answered questions from
it is too late. the audience and signed copies of hi

Following Kachadourian’sintro- books. A reception followed where
duction, Mustian discussed his book, guests had the opportunity to speak
which touches on many themes within with Mustian further. For more in-
the larger context of the Armenian formation about“The Gendarme” and
Genocide, including the role of its author, visit
memory, politics, religion, and human www.markmustian.com.

o Excitement is in the air at St. All the proceeds from the fundraiser
Gregory A & M Hovsepian School. il benefit the school’s new library.
Within the month of November, two Which leads to the next exciting
very important events will take place in announcement, Hovsepian School has
relation to the Armenian culture and puilt a brand new library, specifically
books. First such event, organized byfor preschool to 8 grade students.
the school's PTO, will take place, on Thjs colorful space will have its open-
Saturday, November"S at Barnes & |ng on Thursday’ November % 0at

. Nobles in Glendale (Americana). 6PM. The administration invites the
’ .
LA’s BlggeSt Peace Concert of the Year Throughout the day, students from community to the grand opening of the

_ Hovsepian School will present story |iprary. The opening festivities will
LOS ANGELES -- Artists for we educate our youth to be moretime readings, poetry recitations, andinclude the tour of the library, Arme-
Peace (AFP) announced today theunderstanding and harmonious” puppet show in the children’s section nian book sales, and theatriceil presen-
countdown to the largest peace eventMartirosian goes further on to say “It of the bookstore. At the cash register, tation of H. Tomanyan'’s short stories.
of the year set to take place on Novem-is with great respect and pleasure thatlease mention the Hovsepian School’splease visit the school's website at
ber 1, 2011 (11/1/11) at the Gibson we are able to give the United Nations fundraiser so that the school can ob-www.hovsepianschool.org or call the

Amphitheatre at Universal CityWalk. Messenger of Peace, the legendarytain the percentage of all books andadministration office at 626-578-1343
The “Never Again” Peace Concert this Stevie Wonder the AFP Angel Award coffee (from Starbucks) purchases.for further details

year will be honoring the legendary for his ongoing work to help others

Stevie Wonder for his continuous ef- through change.” Hundreds Killed After Powerful Earthquake

forts as the United Nations Messenger Proceeds from the concert event

of Peace. goes to benefit several key charities. Continued from page 1 Armenian capital where thousands of
The “Never Again” Peace Con- These organizations include Children people left their homes and spent hours

cert is an annual event that bringswith Leukemiain Armenia, The Chaka As many as 80 buildings col- in courtyards and streets. No casual-

together some of the hottest artistskhan Foundation, We Are You Foun- lapsed in Ercis, including a dormitory, ties or devastation were reported by
from around the world for an evening dation, Genocide Memorial Museum, and 10 buildings collapsed in Van, the the Armenian authorities.
celebrating life and survival. Perfor- to name a few. You can join these Turkish Red Crescentsaid. Some high-  Turkey Declines Aid From

mances by American artists Chakaartists and supporters from around theways also caved in, CNN-Turk televi- Armenia
Khan, Eric Benet, Pras, Malina Moye world of music and art. Tickets are sion reported. Within hours after the tremors,
will be accompanied by world music now available through all Ticketmaster In Van, terrified residents spilled Armenian President Serzh Sarkisian

performances by Flora Martirosian, outlets and Gibson Amphitheatre box into the streets screaming. Rescuecabled his Turkish counterpart Abdullah
Arto Tuncboyaciyan, and Alexia office. Tickets starting at just $40. workers and residents scrambled, us-Gul from Moscow, where he is now on
Vassiliou to name a few. The artists The concert’s founding organi- ing only their hands and basic shovels,a state visit, expressing his condolences
will perform hits of their own as well zation, Artists for Peace began in to save those who were trapped. and offering Armenia’s assistance.
as a special selected tribute song for2008 by founder Flora Martirosian Tremors were felt throughout PM Recep Tayyip Erdogan has
this year’'s honoree. whose mission is to unite artists from eastern Turkey and as far away asthanked Armenia for its offer to render
The “Never Again” Peace Con- around the world for genocide aware- Armenia, Georgia, Iran, Irag and Syria. assistance. According to wire services,
cert serves to increase awareness andess. Through the universal language With the epicenter of the quake Erdogan said Turkey is capable of sur-
create better understanding of the in-of music and art, artists can help located only 150 kilometers south of mounting the tremor’s effects on its
justices of discrimination. Inthe words influence global change as well asthe Turkish-Armenian border, strong own, but at the same time thanked all
of founder Flora Martirosian “We must educate and prevent further crimesand unusually long tremors were also those countries, including Armenia and
do everything we can so that, in this against humanity. feltin much of Armeniaand Yerevanin lIsrael, that have offered to provide assis-
day and age and beyond, we make sure (www.Artists4Peace.org) particular. They triggered panic in the tance.
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