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Aznavour: US House Unanimously Adopts Resolution Urging
Armenia Experiences Internal Genocide Turkey to Safeguard its Christian Heritage

Calls for Return of Confiscated Church Properties

MOSCOW. — Armenia currently

experiences internal genocide, which WASHINGTON. DC - The US
is not acceptable politically, French- e = House of Representatives unanimously
Armenian singer Charles Aznavour said [ ; . adopted via a voice vote, H. Res. 306

in the interview with Life Showbiz. _ on Tuesday, urging the Republic of
- "My state currently experiences | Turkey to safeguard its Christian heri-
internal genocide. I believe itis politi- tage and to return confiscated church
cally not acceptable. Not letting Arme- [ properties to their rightful owners.
nia breathe, the government is depriv- As considered on the House floor
ing its own country of the young, H. Res. 306 mirrors a bipartisan
making them leave. And in that re- amendment (Berman-Cicilline) that
spect, the issue has stopped being onl overwhelmingly passed in the House

political, it has b?come_universal. It Foreign Affairs Committee by a vote
has to be solved,” the singer stated. of 43-1 earlier this year.

Aznavour was in Moscow as part The resolution was drafted by

of his “Aznavour Toujours” world tour. two California lawmakers, Republican return confiscated church properties

He gave a concert in the Kremlin on Ed Royce and Democrat Howard by doing the following:
Monday. After the concert he left for

! . . Berman. “Despite Prime Minister 1) end all forms of religious dis-
Switzerland immediately where he had [Recep Tayyip] Erdogan’s recent crimination:
moved several years ago from France claims of progress on religious free- 2) allow the rightful church and

Aznavour's statement stirred o dom, Turkey’s Christian communities lay owners of Christian church prop-
some heated debate on social network- ~ But political commentator of the .qniinye to face severe discrimina- erties, without hindrance or restric-

ing websites, with Armenian online Shant TV channel Artyom Yerkanian o, » Royce said after the House vote. tion, to organize and administer prayer
community members mostly praising stated that he had personally heard  german spoke of “Turkey’s dis- services, religious education, clerical
Aznavour’s frankness. Aznavour’s controversial statement. y,ming persistent failure to respect training, appointments, and succes-

According  to  state-run ‘I 'was at the press conference the ancient Christian heritage of sion, religious community gatherings,
Armenpress news agency Aznavourand heard his answer. Aznavour hadapatolia.” “Turkey should take immedi- social services, including ministry to

has reportedly denied making such averbatim said what was later pub- e stepsto restore all confiscated churctihe needs of the poor and infirm, and
statement saying “I have never saidlished, word by word, and we can only property and allow full freedom of wor- other religious activities:

such a thing. | believe this was the guess why he renounced it later,” ghip and religious education for all Chris- 3) return to their rightful owners
result of wrong transiation.” Yerkanyan said. tian communities,” he said. all Christian churches and other places
The legislation urges Turkey to
Armenian-American Businessman safeguard its Christian heritage and to Continued onpage 4

Nareg Hartounian Target of

French Parliament Commission Adopts Law
Government Harassment

on Punishing Armenian Genocide Denial
Turkey Warns France of “Irreparable Damage”

YEREVAN -- Armenian-Ameri-
can businessman Nareg Hartounian hag
accused authorities in Armenia of ha-
rassing him and his family after being
unexpectedly set free pending investi-
gation into alleged tax evasion by one
of his Yerevan-based firms.

Hartounian and two employees
of the food-importing company GH
Storage Enterprise were greeted b
dozens of friends and sympathizers at
his Naregatsi Art Institute shortly after

PARIS, ANKARA -- French
parliament’s commission on constitu-
tional laws adopted bill introduced by
Valerie Boyer (UMP) and her col-
leagues on transposition of the right on T e

struggle against racism and punish-|g P—
ment of Armenian Genocide denial. sy
The document envisages punish- | !
ment for denying the fact of genocides f? r |
their release late on Tuesday. adopted by law, the statement on g8 L S ;

The three were arrested on Sat- parliament’s website says.
urday on charges of “malevolently” makes no sense to name them,” he said. Asimilar socialist bill was passed criminalize denying the Armenian Geno-
evading 111 million drams in taxes Asked where he is too scared to October 12, 2006 by the National As- cide passes in the French parliament.
($290,000) since 2009. identify them, he said, “I've just come sembly but was rejected by the Senate “The French authorities are well

Hartounian flatly denied the ac- out of jail. Let me get some rest.” on May 4, 2011. aware of the sensitivity of this issue
cusations, saying that the tax evasion One of his lawyers alleged earlier This new text, co-signed by more [the Armenian genocide] for our coun-
case is the latest in a series of punitivethis week that the businessman wasthan forty UMP and New Center, pun- try.. Ata time when the Turkey-France
actions taken against him and his fam-arrested because his family refused toishes Armenian genocide denial to onecooperation opportunities could enter
ily by Armenian law-enforcementbod- sell a 34 percent share in a Yerevan-year of prison and 45.000 euros fine. 5 development phase, such initiatives
ies. based manufacturing plant to a group “I hope that we will go to the end would reflect negatively on the course.

“The purpose of that is to exert of government-linked individuals. and that France will always be a coun- And the initiating side of all this would
pressure on and steal real estate from Meanwhile, the State Revenue try of human rights,” said Valerie Boyer. pear the responsibility for the conse-
our family, which has made invest- Committee (SRC), whose investigat- The bill amends the law on freedom quences. We expect from France to
ments,” he told RFE/RL’s Armenian ing division carried out the arrests, of press, so that racially motivated crimesassist so that the disagreement be-
service (Azatutyun.am). “In the past said on Wednesday that the three susare now a common crime enshrined in thetsween Turkey and Armenia, in con-
year we have endured a lot of harass{ects were released from pre-trial de-law on the freedom of press. nection with history, be settled through
ment and threats.” tention at their own request. In a writ- The proposal must be approved by dialogue,” Turkish MFA’s statement

“This [arrest] was the continua- ten statement, the SRC said the releas@ote of Parliament in the coming weeks. reads.
tion of that,” he claimed. is meant to help them “fulfill tax liabili- Turkey’s Ministry of Foreign Af- The statement notes that the bill,

Hartounian refused to name “con- ties more effectively.” fairs issued a statement warning of concerning the events in 1915, is in-
crete individuals” who he said have set “irreparable damage” that could ensuecluded in France’s agenda during the
sights on the family assets. “I think it Continuedonpage4 should France’s latest move to pre-election season.”
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Serzh Sarkisian Calls on Turkey to Repent The President of Lebanon Michel Suleiman
and Face its History Visits Armenia

MARSEILLE -- President Serzh Armenianleader. “The sooner the better,
Sarkisian said Turkey must face its but that is up to the Turkish people.”
history urging it to “repent” for the “Our position has not changed.
World War One-era massacres of Ar- We are ready to have relations with YEREVAN -- The President of of Armenia’s independence, Lebanon

menians in the Ottoman Empire and Turkey as a neighboring state,” he said|_epanon Michel Suleiman arrived in would continue to stand by Armenia
expressed confidence that Ankara will brining an example of Germany and yverevanon Wednesday for an official 3- and would support finding diplomatic
eventually recognize them as geno-Poland. “Chancellor Willy Brandt bent day accompanied by his Wafaa Suleimansolutions to conflicts that persist with
cide. his knee in the Warsaw Ghetto admit- gng government officials. some of its neighbors ... especially the
“We believe that Turkey must tinghis country’s guilt,” Sarkisian said. On Friday morning, President ongoing conflict over Nagorno-
repent,” he said during a visit to Sarkisian had words of praise to gyleiman visited the Tsitsernakaber Karabakh,” said Suleiman.
France’s second largest city of Marseille French president Sarkozy, "the recentpemorial and paid tribute to the memory In his remarks during the joint
late on Wednesday. “That is neither avisit of President Nicolas Sarkozy to of the victims of the Armenian Geno- press conference, Sarkisian strongly
precondition nor a desire to exact re- Yerevan was a historic visit indeed, cide, laid a wreath at the monument andcriticized Azerbaijan on Friday for mo-
venge. Turkey must come face to faceand no other state leader have spoke@ﬂamed a tree at the Alley of Memory. bilizing Muslim countries to support
with its history.” the words about our nation’s pains, Earlier, Suleiman was received by its position on the Nagorno-Karabakh
“One day Turkey’'s leadership related to the Armenian-Turkish rela- gn official welcoming ceremony at the conflict.
will find the strength to reassess its tions and the Genocide, and we shouldpresidential Palace, where the two lead- “| pointed out that Azerbaijan is
approaches to the Armenian Geno-be grateful to the wise President of thisgrs of Lebanon and Armenia held a téte-stubbornly trying to present the con-
cide,” Sarkisian said, speaking at anglorious country.” he said a-téte meeting, which was followed by flict in the light of religious disagree-
official reception organized in his honor In his speech, Sarkisian did not the negotiations of the delegations in thements within the framework of Is-
by Marseille’s Mayor Jean-Claude mention the future of the Turkish- extended format. lamic countries,” he said . “I think that
Gaudin and attended by prominent Armenian normalization agreements Welcoming the President of Leba- in case of more or less knowing the
members of the local Armenian com- signed two years ago. Earlier this year,non, Serzh Sarkisian noted that tradi- history of the Armenian people and the
munity. he threatened to withdraw Yerevan’s tjonal friendly ties of the two peoples cause of the [Karabakh] conflict it's

“Sooner or later Turkey, which signature from the agreements if An- require further deepening of bilateral impossible to trust in such an ap-
considers itself a European country, will kara continues to make their parlia- re|ations. proach.”

have atruly European leadership that will mentary ratification contingent on the “| held a lengthy discussion with “Nevertheless, we find that ap-
bow its head atthe Tsitsernakabert[geno+tesolution of the Nagorno-Karabakh president Serzh Sarkisian and we dis-proach extremely dangerous because
cide memorialin Yerevan,]” claimed the conflict. cussed the means to strengthen théhere are also circles unfamiliar with
relations between our countries andthose details and such anti-Armenian
Armenian Governor Avoids Prosecution our people in different areas,” said propaganda may not end up without
. Suleiman during a joint news confer- consequences,” Sarkisian told the joint
Desplte Assault ence with Sarkisian, who presentednews conference.
Suleiman with the country’s Medal of Sarkisian appeared to refer to pro-
YEREVAN -- Surik Khachatrian, “regrets” his actions. But it said the Honor. Azerbaijani statements repeatedly issued
an Armenian regional governor notori- violence does not count as a “beating” “We also discussed the current by Organization of Islamic Cooperation
ous for reportedly violent conduct, will because itdid notinvolve multiple blows regional and international develop- (OIC) that unites 57 countries with pre-
not be prosecuted despite being foundor cause the victim any physical injuries. ments,” Suleiman added. dominantly Muslim populations, includ-
guilty of assaulting a businesswoman Khachatrian, who is better known Speaking at the conference, ingLebanon. Many ofthemalso voted in
who accused him of fraud, law-en- in Armeniawith his “Liska” nickname, Suleiman reiterated Lebanon’s full sup- 2008 for a UN General Assembly reso-
forcement authorities said on Tuesday.has held sway in the Syunik town of port for stability in Armenia and the lution that demanded the “immediate,
The announcement all but ended Goris and nearby villages ever since South Caucus region,. complete and unconditional withdrawal
speculation that Khachatrian, who runsthe early 1990s. Independent media “l also reiterated to President of Armenian forces” from occupied
Armenia’s southeastern Syunik prov- outlets in Yerevan have long impli- Sarkisian that on the 20th anniversaryAzerbaijanilands.
ince, may be sacked after yet anothercated him and his relatives in violent

scandal. attacks on local business rivals as well Three People Burned Alive
Silva Hambardzumian, who has as government critics, including a . . . .
business interests in Syunik, claimed onSyunik newspapeeditor whose car mn Ma;or Car Accident in Yerevan
November 14 to have been attacked andvas set on fire in 2005.
hit by Khachatrian in the lobby of a The controversial governor has YEREVAN -- Three people re- The BMW driver did not report-
Yerevan hotel. always denied involvementin suchinci- portedly burned alive in a major car edly suffer serious injuries and com-
The incident took place just days dents and denounced opposition politi-crash in capital Yerevan at midnight on plained only of knee pains.
after Hambardzumian alleged at a newscians and pro-opposition media for brand-December 7. This is the second time this year
conference that a mining company ing him a crime figure. Two passenger cars — a VAZ that accident victims have burned in-
owned by him misappropriated mining Khachatrian risked dismissal in 2102 Zhiguli and a BMW — crashed side their vehicles. In May, four people

equipment worth more than 100 million 2008 as he faced an embarrassing govinto each other on a bridge in were burned alive and another nine
drams ($263,000) from another firm ernmentinquiry into a newspaper reportRubinyants street. Subsequent firewere injured in a single major car
belonging to her. She also accusedthat accused him of beating up a teenage&vhich broke out in the former vehicle collisionin Yerevaninvolvinga GAZelle
Khachatrian of forcing an Australian boy. He was eventually cleared of anyleft all three passengers dead. Theminibus and a Mercedes-Benz car
firm to sell a gold mine located in the wrongdoing. driver of the other car escaped with awhose driver was drunk.
mountainous region bordering Iran. The SIS’s decision not to press knee injury. According to data reported by

Citing eyewitness accounts and charges against him was denounced on The driver of Zhiguli had evi- the Armenian road police, a total of
footage from hotel security cameras, theTuesday by human rights activists asdently lost control, colliding with the 1,866 road accidents were registered
SIS said on Tuesday that Khachatrianfurther proof of impunity enjoyed by left front corner of the BMW car. in the republic in January-October
did slap Hambardzumian in the face atinfluential individuals closeto Armenia’s Official data will be available after 2011, in which 249 people were killed
the Armenia Marriott Hotel and now political leadership. expert examinations. and 2,734 injured.
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Ambassador Edward Djerejian’s Remarks on Armenia, the Region and the Church

Your Eminencc Archbishop On the weekend of December 3-4 special celebrations were held at St.
Barsamian, members of the clergy, Kevork Armenian Church of Houston, Texas, to observe the 30th anniver-
distinguished guests and friends.  sary of the church, the 20th anniversary of the independence of the

It is truly an honor for me t0 Republic of Armenia, and the 40th anniversary of Archbishop Barsamian's
participate in today's commemorations grdination into the holy priesthood.
with several signiflcant anniversaries The banquet Keynote speaker Ambassador Edward P. Djerejian, the
to celebrate—the 30th anniversary of oynding director of the James Baker Institute for Public Policy at nearby
St. Kevork Church of Houston, the Rjce University and a former U.S. Ambassador to Syria and Israel, spoke
20th anniversary of Armenia’s inde- gphoyt Armenia's development and encouraged people in the diaspora to "be
pendence after the fall of the Soviet 5irong advocates of democracy in Armenia.”

Union, and the 40th anniversary of Following is the full text of his remarks.
Archbishop Barsamian's ordination into

the holy priesthood. By my count that policy that maximizes Armenia's great asserting itself in the "near abroad."
adds up to 90 years of commemora-potential to be a cultural, economic, While Armenia'’s relations with Russia
tions. That is quite an Armenian pack- commercial, scientific and democratic will remain very important, Armenia
age deal! center in the Caucasus and as a remust avoid becoming over-dependent
| have been asked to make somegional bridge between the North and on Russia. Turkey is looking west- §
remarks on the significance of the South and the East and West. ward, seeking to be part of the Euro-
milestones we are commemorating The role of the Armenian Diaspora pean Community, while strengthening
today. Concerning the 30th anniver-in supporting Armenia's evolution is its ties in the Middle East and Central in 2005, who boasted of his country's
sary of our Armenian Church here in critical. Armenians living in countries Asiaand improving its relationship with military muscle at a rally of the rul-
Houston and His Eminence Archbishop which enjoy the fruits of liberty, the United States. Georgia anding party in the capital of Baku:
Barsamian’s distinguished and long democracy and the benefits of Azerbaijan are actively pursuing stron- "Azerbaijan has recently got the up-
service to the Armenian Church and private market economies want, lamger relations with the West. per hand in negotiations with Arme-
people, | wish to first underscore the convinced, that Armenia will evolve as Iran’s future direction remains nia over the resolution of the
historic importance of the Armenian a strong and stable democracy en-problematic, but it is a major regional Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. Military
Church and its clergy as a centraldowed with freedom and the rule of player. Increasingly, change in Iran is and economic potential are on our
factor inthe life of the Armenian people law as the hallmarks of the Armenian not a question of if, but of when. side. We will get our lands back,"
and nation. political system. Armenia, since it Iran’s policies will have importantim- Aliev said. While this militant pos-
When | was assigned to the became an independent republic inplications for Armenia, a neighboring turing docs little to help the situa-
United States Embassy in Moscow 1991, set out on this path. But this border country. tion, it docs reveal the fact that
where | was the Political Counselor evolution must be consolidated. These Armenia’s relations with the Armenia's current military advan-
during President Jimmy Carter's Ad- democratic ideals are real values thatUnited States are very important andtage is only temporary, and should
ministration, it was a very difflcult Armenians both in Armenia and in the involve interaction on issues such asnot be taken for granted.
period following the Sovietinvasion of Diaspora hold to be dear. Especially, non-proliferation and border security, Despite the rhetoric and look-
Afghanistan. Toward the end of our as Americans, we must be true to ourinternational narcotics, money laun- ing ahead, Armenia and Azerbaijan,
tour of duty, my wife and | and our values and must be strong advocatesiering and the trafficking in persons, with the help of the international
young son visited Soviet Armenia. The of democracy in Armenia. and the development of democraticcommunity, must make every effort
Armenian Communist Party leadership Democracy and economic devel- institutions and sustainable economicto resolve the Nagorno-Karabagh
was a bit nervous about my visit, opment and reforms go hand in hand.growth. Washington also appreciatedissue in atimely and comprehensive
given the adversarial state of US-So-Armenia's business environment, eco-Armenia’s support in Iraqg. manner. Let me make clear that the
viet relations at that time, and their nomic development and foreign in- Thus, the promise for Armenia’s window of opportunity will not re-
suspicion that | might try to stir up vestment must be promoted in a moresecurity and prosperity rests with fol- main open for too long.
Armenian nationalist sentiment. even and transparent manner. Over théowing the major trends toward re- In 1999 and in my current
In stark contrast, our visit was past decade, Armenia has achievedgional and internationalintegration. Ar- capacity as the Director of the Baker
warmly welcomed by the Armenian economic growth in spite of being cut menia can no longer risk being “the Institute at Rice University we con-
Church and by Vehapar Vasken |, who off from markets (13.3% GDP growth odd man out.” Indeed, Armenia should ducted a conflict resolution mission
received us in Etchmiadzin. We had ain 2006 and an estimated 13.8% GDPrediscover and reaffirm its historic and flew to Baku and to Yerevan to
direct introduction to the central role growth in 2007 but a real decline to an role as a bridge between the North andhelp facilitate the negotiations be-
of the Armenian Church as the symbol estimated 4.6% in 2011). South, and the East and West. tween the parties on the issue of
of Armenian nationalism. After my Unemployment in 2010 was 7%, Armenians recognize that open Nagorno-Karabagh. We were re-
rather fruitless and protocolaire meet-which is lower than here in the United borders with its neighbors will bring ceived at the highest levels in both
ings with government officials in States. Furthermore, the World Bank peace and prosperity. The govern-countries and did what we could to
Yerevan, | was met by a young, recently reported that doing businessment of Armenia should continue ef- move the process forward. | was
staunchly nationalist Armenian priest in Armenia has become easier over theforts that will benefit the country inthe heartened later in 2001 by the high
who escorted us on our first visit to past year due to tax and regulatorylong-term: Namely, serious efforts level involvement of President
Etchmiadzin. While the car was pass-reforms. Still, Armenia must do within the OSCE Minsk Group pro- George W. Bush, and then Secretary
ing under the red Soviet propagandabetter and attract additional foreign cess on Nagorno-Karabakh and workof State Colin Powell and the State
banners displayed across the road, thénvestment. toward establishment of full diplo- Department team in urging the par-
young priestasked me if | could read Concerning the Diaspora's role matic relations with Turkey should ties to move forward. A unique op-
Russian and I replied affirmatively. He in investment in Armenia and despite remain top priorities. The Diaspora portunity with the highest level of
then said, what does that banner say?he structural problems, several should strongly discourage the falseUnited States involvementto achieve
| replied, "The unity of the people and Diasporainvestors are active in Arme- idea that time is on Armenia's side. a peaceful settlement was missed by
the Communist Party." The priest then nia. Much more needs to be done toFurther, | believe the key issue of thethe Azeri and Armenian leadership. |
turned his head toward me and said,encourage and facilitate investmentArmenian Genocide can best be re-am convinced that a negotiated
"You are not a good Armenian." Rather from other Armenians in the Diaspora solved within the context of improved settlementis still possible. But it will
surprised, | asked why not. He replied who live in the countries of Europe, state to state relations between Arme-take strong political will on the part
that "a real Armenian would have read the United States, Latin America and nia and Turkey. of the leadership obtains the support
that banner to say "the unity of the the Middle East. Every year without full rela- of the people of both countries.
people and the Church." | got the However, to accomplish this, the tions with neighbors comes with Such an approach would be an im-
point, and we were, indeed, on our rule of law and anti-corruption policies huge opportunity costs for Armenia. portant confidence building measure.
way to Etchmiadzin; this young Arme- need to be more vigorously pursued. For example, the Baku-Ceyhan What concerns me the most
nian priest's words would prove to be Unfortunately, one of Armenia's pipeline's most economically com- now is that it has been well over a
especially prophetic a decade later. most important exports has been itsmercial routing would have been decade since the NagornoKarabagh
The challenge for Armenians in people. This is particularly troubling through  Armenia. Georgia, ceasefire; and failed efforts to find
Armenia and throughout the Diaspora given the small size of Armenia. With Azerbaijan and Turkey will benefit a negotiated settlement are resulting
today is to work together to ensure a population of less than three million, from this energy-related commer- inthe hardening of political attitudes
that Armenia realizes the true fruits of Armenia can ill afford to lose its "best cial linkage. Despite Azerbaijan's amongst certain domestic constitu-
independence by evolving as a truly and brightest.” currentinternal political difficulties, encies in both Armenia and
democratic state living under the rule Further, Armenia must look at its economic and military potential Azerbaijan. It would indeed be a
of law, providing its people with currenttrends in the region. The Rus-will only grow in the years ahead. tragedy if the willingness expressed
economic prosperity and security, sian-Georgia conflict destabilized the Rhetorically, this was underscored
and pursuing an enlightened foreign Caucasus region and beyond. Russia iy Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliev Continued on page 4
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Abris, Garin! Kudos to Our Youth! Gov. George Deukmejian to Receive
Metropolitan News-Enterprise’s
By Silva Karayan, Ph.D. =
a® <N “Person of the Year” Award
2 ah *
Many of us havea dream....that [ = ™ “
one day, our youth will carry the torch [+ e v LOS ANGELES -- Former Cali-
of leadership to preserveand promoteh N it e -~ +.| fornia Gov. George Deukmejian on
our rich cultural heritage and will take w AMMERIAN ATEmEAn orest Jan. 27, 2012, will receive the Metro-
the Armenian nation to new heights in = politan News-Enterprise’s “Person of

the arts, sciences, literature, as well a
in diplomacy, civic responsibility and
service to the community. We have a ’%r ¥

dream ....that our youth will have the .y ﬂf
courage and determination to excel in Justice Tani Cantil-Sakauye.

all of their undertakings and will lead S } I A D O\X[S _?.1'.' The Metropolitan News-Enter-

event at a private club in downtown
Los Angeles will be California Chief

= he Year” d for 2011.
= FAM II;Y ? e :Ii:) t?(\el\i/r?gr; hoonrored at a black-tie
Y

by example through mentoring and prise provides intensive coverage of

empowering the younger generations.[* - L the legal profession, courts, and poli-
Well ... that dream was realized SARIN 16 HOVANNISIAILSEENN  tics.

for many of us on Friday, December 2, J:“ o 3 MetNews co-publisher Jo-Ann

2011 at the Zorayan Museum of the : t»‘-'.;\.' L ' =4 53| W. Grace, in announcing the awards,

Western Diocese of the Armenian jea =¥ W .. noted that 2011 marks the year that

Church in Burbank. It was a heart A 3*&] ié ground was broken for a new court-

warming experience to see so many house in Long Beach named after
young, energetic and enthusiastic youthbeen translated into Armenian and isDeukmejian, who served as California’s cjation of these most outstanding pub-
greeting the guests and welcomingavailable to our Armenian reading au- attorney general in 1979-83 and gover-|ic servants.”
them warmly to a much anticipated dience. nor in 1983-91. Philibosian recited that Cantil-
event, that was organized, managed My first* introduction” to Garin Itwas also the first year of Cantil- Sakauye became Governor Deukmejian’s
and presented entirely by a group ofwas through my niece, Talin N. Sakauye’s administration as chief jus- deputy legal affairs secretary in 1988.
dedicated professionals, who are proudBabayan, who was one of his class-tice, she noted. (Earlier, she was a babysitter for
of their national identity and are ready mates at Columbia University’s Gradu- Deukmejian’s service as gover- the Deukmejians’ children.)
and willing to help preserve and pro- ate School of Journalism in New York nor, she remarked, “is recalled by Deukmejian appointed her to the
mote our culture. City. That evening it was a great plea- persons of both parties with rever- Sacramento Municipal Court in 1990;
GarinHovannisian, the son of sure to meet Garin in person and con-ence.” Gov. Pete Wilson elevated her to the
RaffiHovannisian and grandson of Prof. gratulate him. Abris, Garin! His administration, Grace said, Sacramento Superior Court in 1997
Richard Hovannisian, was the central Kudos should also go to this group “was marked by an overall excellence she was placed on the Third District
figure, the hero of the evening, who of exemplary young Armenian profes- injudicial appointments.” Court of Appeal in 2005 by Gov. Arnold
presented his much acclaimed booksionals and university students, who The co-publisher recalled that Schwarzenegger; and she was named
entitled “Family of Shadows”. The enjoy the support and endorsement ofwhen Deukmejian took office as gov- as chief justice by Schwarzenegger
opening remarks of the master of cer-the Primate of the Western Diocese,ernor in 1983, California had a $1.5 |ast year. Conformed by voters in
emonies, Michael Sinanian, were im- Archbishop HovnanDerderian. Con- billion deficit. Slashing spending, November, she took office Jan. 3 of
pressive and paved the way for Garin’'sgratulations and thanks also to Mrs. Deukmejian within two years created a this year.
captivating and genuine presentationAlice Chakerian, a dedicated leader$1 billion surplus, she pointed out. Deukmejian, before becoming
of the story of his family. It was and role model, who is the driving Former Los Angeles District At- attorney general, served in the state
inspiring, moving, interesting, and cap- force behind many innovative projects torney Robert H. Philibosian, now of Assembly and the state Senate.
tivating all at the same time. | was supporting the Armenian Church, Ar- counsel to Sheppard Mullin, will for Scheduled to present commen-
pleasantly surprised to hear the goodmenian education and the communitythe 15th time emcee the 24th annualdatory scrolls are Los Angeles District
news that Garin’s book had already at large. event. Attorney Steve Cooley, Los Angeles

- . . Philibosian commented: County Supervisor Mike Antonovich,
Armenian-American Businessman Target of “I'm delighted that Governor Los Angeles County Sheriff Lee Baca,
Deukmejian and Chief Justice Cantil- Los Angeles Superior Court Presiding
Government Harassment Sakauye are being honored as co-perjudge Lee Edmon, State Bar Governor
_ . . sons of the year. This will be an excel- Patrick Kelly, and Los Angeles County
Continued from page 1 number of charitable programs, in : ) ' .
2002, founded Narekatsi Art Union in lent commemoration of the long asso- Bar Assn. President Eric Webber.

One of the defense lawyers, the United States, which has branches . ee g
Lernik Hovannisian, denied that, say- in Yerevan and Shushi, which have Ambassador Edward D]erellan s Remarks on

ing that none of his clients asked to bebecome popular and active cultural Armenia, the Region and the Church
freed. He also said that while GH Stor- centers. Exhibitions, musical events,

age Enterprise may have committedtheatrical performances, film shows, Continued frompage 3 equally difficult challenge for both
some tax “violations” the figure cited book presentations, and vocational sides. Here the Armenian Diaspora
by the SRC is grossly inflated. trainings for artists are held free of by the leaders of both Armenia and can playa more constructive role in
Hartunian, who has carried out a charge at the union. Azerbaijan to make a lasting peaceencouraging the parties to negoti-
coupled with the progress made in ate.
. . o e recent years during negotiations at In conclusion, Armenia and
US House Ul‘glng Turkey to Safeguard its Christian different levels should all falter. Both  Armenians in and outside of Arme-
Heritage sides must take steps now to con-nia face formidable challenges. But
front those groups, both in Armenia much has been achieved. The Arme-
or restriction, to preserve, reconstruct,and Azerbaijan that have vested in-nian Church is playing a dynamic
and repair, as they see fit, all Christianterests in the status quo. Without aand revitalized role in the life of the
of worship, monasteries, schools, hos-churches and other places of worship,determined effort of public diplo- Armenian people. The Armenian na-
pitals, monuments, relics, holy sites, monasteries, schools, hospitals, monu-macy, the entrenched hard-line pos-tion has achieved its independence
and other religious properties, includ- ments, relics, holy sites, and otherturing on all sides could become oneand has the capacity to prosper and
ing movable properties, such as art-religious properties within Turkey. ~ of the most serious obstacles tobecome a true crossroads in Europe
work, manuscripts, vestments, ves- Ankara was quick to denounce peace. and the Middle East. | am optimistic
sels, and other artifacts; and the resolution. The official Anatolia Even if there is no outbreak of aslong as we all put our shoulders to
4) allow the rightful Christian news agency quoted the Turkish am-fighting in the near term, the ab- the wheel and work for peace and
church and lay owners of Christian bassador in Washington, Namik Tan, Sence of an agreement will have aprosperity for Armenia and its
church properties, without hindrance as calling it “unfair and unjustified.” major negative effect posing an ob- people. In this respect, | think you
stacle to the political economic and will all agree with mc that the role of
social development and progress ofall of us in the Diaspora is very
maSSIS OSt COm both Armenia_and Azerbgi_jan and important. So as we celebrate the
p . can lead to regional instability in the three anniversaries today, let us
South Caucasus. But again, it is notdedicate ourselves to the future of
just the peace process itself that isthe Armenian Church and the people
the sole challenge. The need to "sell"of Armenia in the homeland and in
and secure any peace deal is arthe Diaspora

Continued from page 1
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