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Republican Party Wins Majority in Controversial Parliamentary Elections
International Monitors Give Mixed Assessment

Azerbaijani Armed
Troops Target

YEREVAN -- Preliminary offi-
cial results of Armenia’s parliamen-
tary elections released on Monday
morning gave a landslide victory to
President Serzh Sarkisian’s Republi-
can Party that will enable it tighten
control of the National Assembly.

The Central Election Commis-
sion (CEC) said that with more than
100 percent of ballots counted, the
Republican Party received just over 44
percent of votes cast under the syste
of proportional representation. Its jun-
ior partner in the governing coalition, |
the Prosperous Armenia Party, camej.
in a distant second with 30.3 percent
of the vote.

According to the CEC, all other
major election contenders fared much
more poorly, winning just enough to be 15

Villages in
Tavush Region

Azerbaijani armed troops have
kept several villages in Tavush region
of Armenia under fire on Wednesday.

Speaking to Tert.am, the gover-
nors of the Chinari and Movses vil-
lages said armed attacks did not fortu-
nately claim any lives.

According to Lyudvig Aperyan,
the governor of Movses, the celebra-
tions dedicated to the 20th anniversary
of the liberation of Shoushi, and the
67th anniversary of the Soviet Army’s
victory over fascism have been post-
poned in the village.

“A big event was planned but we
changed the program,” he said, adding
that the houses, schools and kinder-

representedin the parliament. The mai -
opposition Armenian National Congress Armenian law reserves 90 of the 131
finished third with just over 7 percent. parliament seats for the proportional

gartens in his village become a target
of the enemy’s gunfire several times

in any of the single-seat districts.
The Republican Party was thus each week.

It was followed by the Zharangutyun representation system. on course to have at least 70 seats in Situated 300-500 meters off the
(Heritage) party and the Armenian Revo- The CEC vote tally also showed the new Armenian parliament. Its fac- Armenian-Azerbaijani border, both
lutionary Federation (Dashnaktsutyun), that the ruling party grabbed at 32 of tion in the previous legislature offi- Movses and Chinari are permanently
which had roughly 5.8 percent and 5.7 the remaining 41 seats that were dis-cially numbered 63 members. targeted by the Azerbajani armed
percent respectively. tributed in nationwide single-mandate The Prosperous Armenia Party, forces.

Orinats Yerkir, the third party constituencies. The vast majority of which prevailed in 7 single-mandate Samvel Saghoyan, aformer free-
represented in Sarkisian’s coalitiongov-them are wealthy businesspeopledistricts, should increase its represen-dom fighter, says the Azerbaijanis com-
ernment, got 5.48 percent, also passheavily reliant on their government tation from 26 to 34 seats. The party monly intensify armed attacks on this
ing the legal vote threshold for having levers and financial resources. No op- day in an attempt to revenge upon the
parliament seats on the party-list basis position candidate seems to have won Continuedonpage4 population of Armenia and Artsakh.

Karabakh Marks 20th Anniversary of
Shoushi Liberation With Military Parade

Erdogan: Turkey Ready to Face Its History

LIJUBLJANA. — Turkish PM Recep Erdogan touched upon the Armenian
Genocide issue and Turkey’s joining the EU being on official visit in Slovenia.

Erdogan claims that Turkey opened archives in connection to the Armenian
issue, Turkish Haberturk reports.

"We are ready to open our archives to investigate the events of 1915. At
present there are over 1,500 documents in our archives," Erdogan said

“If Armenia has documents, make them available. If studies prove to face
our history, we are ready to,” Erdogan concluded.

As for reports that Turkey cannot join the EU unless the Armenian issue is
solved, the Turkish PM believes it does not correspond to reality.

The fact of Armenian Genocide in Ottoman Turkey has been recognized by
many European and American countries, majority of the U.S. states as well as
international organizations.

Historical Armenian Grave Found in Turkey

A historical Armenian grave was found in Turkey after the collapse of a
school building wall in the Taskopru region.

According to Sondakika.com, the wall was leveled to the ground as a result
of heavy precipitations. The tomb surrounded by stones was uncovered while
renovation activities were underway.

The residents of the neighboring district claim the territory of the school
used to be an Armenian cemetery.

STEPANAKERT -- Scores of craft weapons.
troops, tanks and other military hard- The parade also featured Arme-
ware paraded across Stepanakert omian-made unmanned aircraftand Rus-
Wednesday as Nagorno-Karabakhsian 9K72 surface-to-surface ballistic
marked the 20th anniversary of the missiles known in the West as Scud-B.
Liberation of Shoushifrom Azerbaijani Designed for the Soviet army in the
forces. 1960s, the missiles have a firing range

The biggest display Karabakh’s of up to 300 kilometers, putting virtu-
military power, more than 2,000 troops ally all strategic facilities in Azerbaijan
goose-stepped through Stepanakert’swithin their reach.
central square, followed by dozens of
tanks, artillery systems and anti-air-

Germany to Host Komitas International Classical
Music Festival

BRANDERBURG -- The second Komitas International Classical Music
Competition and Festival will take place in Pretzel Castle in Branderburg,
Germany from September 7 to 9.

Works of Komitas and modern Armenian composers as well as works of
German and Eastern European composers will be performed within the frame-
work of festival.

Pianists, singers, violinists, composers, and string quartets will compete for
the total prize fund of «20,000, bakitone.com reports.

The competition winners will perform with the Armenian State Youth
Orchestra conducted by Sergey Smbatyan.

Continued on page 4

More Karabakh Military Parade Photos
on Page 20
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Balloon Blasts Injure 144 During Yerevan ‘Not Worried’ About Azeri Role at
Republican Party Campaign Rally UN Security Council

YEREVAN -- Azerbaijan would to end the conflict, would block an
fail to push a pro-Azerbaijani resolu- Azerbaijani-drafted resolution should
tion on Nagorno-Karabakh through the it come before the key UN body. He
United Nations Security Council even said the three world powers share
after assuming its rotating presidency, Yerevan's view that the OSCE Minsk
Foreign Minister Edward Nalbandian Group co-headed by them must re-
said on Friday. main the main mediating body.

Azerbaijan took over the one- “There have been statements is-
month presidency on Monday, more sued by the presidents of the United
than six months after becoming a two- States, Russia and France in L'Aquila,
year, nonpermanent member of theMuskoka and Deauville, and Armenia
Security Council. Azerbaijani leaders has stated that we are ready to opt for
reportedly said last October they will the resolution of the Nagorno-Karabakh
use the prestigious UN seat for attain-conflict on the basis of those [Minsk
ing a solution to the Karabakh conflict Group] peace proposals,” Nalbandian
desired by Baku. Butthey have draftedtold reporters. “It is Azerbaijan that

- | ; i L E Y & : no resolution to that effect so far. rejects them and | don't think it is
HOSOLOPS i il J Azerbaijani President Ilham realistic to expect that some one-sided
Aliyev did not speak of such plans on Azerbaijani initiative will find support
YEREVAN -- Atleast 144 people ently an accident,” he said. Thursday when he addressed an of-at the Security Council.”
were hospitalized with burns after mass Despite the chaos and mass inju-ficial reception in New York dedi- Nalbandian was speaking at a

explosions of campaign balloons dur-ries, the Republican Party campaigncated to the start of the Azerbaijani joint news conference held in Yerevan
ing a pre-election concert and rally event was interrupted by only several presidency of the Security Council. with Uruguay’s visiting Foreign Min-
held in Yerevan’s main square by the minutes, with the show moderator Aliyev referred instead to Karabakh ister Luis Almagro. The latter said a
Republican Party of Armenia late on downplaying the accident and urging resolutions adopted by the council in Karabakh settlement must be primarily
Friday. thousands of people standing in the1993-1994 and again accused thebased on the principle of people’s self-
Eyewitnesses said hundreds of sprawling square to stay on. Armenian side of not complying with determination championed by the Ar-
gas-filled balloons held up by young President Sarkisian addressed thethem. menians.
Republican Party activists at Republic crowd shortly afterwards. He did not Nalbandian was confident that “It is obvious to us that the solu-
Square exploded, sparking a massivemention the unprecedented emergencythe United States, Russia and Francetion to the problem lies in self-determi-
firewall and injuring dozens of them. in his speech. The concert continuedthe permanent Security Council mem- nation, rather than the use of military

“It was a huge blaze,” said one after the speech. bers spearheading international effortsforce,” Almagro said.
woman at the scene. Sarkisian visited one of the
About two dozen ambulances Yerevan hospitals later on Friday. State Y . . .
were rushed to the scene shortly aftertelevision showed him entering hospi- The Armenian Genocide:
the blasts. An ambulance doctor told tal wards and inquiring about the con- Frontpace Coveraoe in the Foreion Media”
RFE/RL’'s Armenian service dition of young people treated there. pag . g . g
(Azatutyun.am) that some 50 mostly Some of them visibly suffered severe Exhibition in Beirut, Lebanon
young people required hospitalization. injuries to their faces and hands.
Citing “preliminary data,” the Ar- In an ensuing written address to BEIRUT --On April 28, atouring sequences.
menian Ministry of Emergency Situa- the nation, the Armenian president exhibitiontitled “The Armenian Geno- Ararad Daily newspaper editor

tions put the total number of injured called for calm and pledged to identify cide: Frontpage Coverage in the For-Aharon Shkhrdmian delivered a speech
and hospitalized people at 144. In aand punish those responsible for whateign Media” was opened in the hall of in Armenian and Arabic on behalf of
written statement, the ministry said he called a “blow to all of us.” “Thank the Capuchins’ church in Beirut. the Lebanese Central Body of the com-
they are receiving urgent treatment atGod, we avoided irreversible conse- The opening of the exhibition has memoration of the 100anniversary of
eight Yerevan hospitals. quences,” he said. “At this moment, all been organized with the joint efforts of the Armenian Genocide.

The Armenian police were quick the victims are receiving the necessarythe Central Body of Lebanon of the Primate of the Armenian diocese
to launch an investigation. The chief of assistance and, if need be, the bescommemoration of the 100nniver- of Lebanon, Archbishop Kegham
Yerevan’s police department, General specialists from abroad will be invited sary of the Armenian Genocide and theKhacherian, noted in his closing speech
Nerses Nazarian, suggested that theo Armenia for their further recovery.” Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute, that 97 years after the Armenian Geno-
explosions were most probably trig- By Saturday, medical personnel and with the support of Beirut Munici- cide, the Armenian nation resolutely
gered by a cigarette or a lighter. Speak-had still not discharged 76 of the vic- pality. moves ahead to achieve his just rights.
ing to RFE/RL’s Armenian service, tims, according to the official “Armash” choir of the “Thejustrightofthe Armenian people
Nazarian all but ruled out the possibil- Armenpress..Twenty-five victims re- Catholicosate of the Great House of mustremain everliving in our people’s
ity of deliberate arson. “It was appar- main in intensive care Cilicia, headed by Archimandrite memory, which the survivors passed

Torkom Tonoian, and “Grung” choir on to their sons. As for collective
. . . . (choirmaster: Doctor Edward Torikian) memory, it should be handed down
Armenia Fined for Wlthdrawmg from participated in the opening of the exhi- from generation to generation,” the
. e " bition. Primate stressed, adding that it is our
"EurOVlSIOH'Z()lZ in Baku The spiritual and secular leaders duty to keep that memory, as it is a
ofthe Lebanese Armenian community, holy bequest for us which we are to
the representatives of its various com-transfer to the next generations.
munity bodies and other invitees were During the Sunday liturgy, the
present at the opening of the tempo-visitors had an opportunity to get ac-
rary exhibition “Armenian Genocide: quainted with these valuable archival
Frontpage Coverage in the Foreigndocuments proving historic facts of
Media.” the Armenian Genocide.

The exhibition includes about 70 During 2012 the Armenian Geno-
Russian, American, Italian, French and cide Museum-Institute will hold simi-
British periodicals of 1860to0 1922, the lar exhibitions on subjects relating to
front pages of which have reference tothe Armenian Genocide in Denmark,
the Armenian massacres and its con-Sweden and the USA.

_ . SEROP'S CAFE
massispost.com - GREEK & LEBANESE F00D

SERVING BATON ROUGE SINGE 1979

The European Broadcasting
Union has imposed a fine on Armenia
for withdrawing from "Eurovision-
2012" song contest to be held later this
month in Baku.

The European Broadcasting | j
Union said Armenia would still have to d b

pay the full fee required to participate Union, which is responsible for man-
in the contest, as well as an additionalaging Eurovision, also said Armenian
50 percent of that amount as a fine. public television was obliged to show
Details about the amounts of the May 26 Eurovision finals live.
money involved were not immediately Otherwise, Armenia could be ex-

available. cluded from the 2013 Eurovision con-
The European Broadcasting test.

daily news updates
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What Happened on Election Day? Two Elections and One Inauguration:
What’s in It for Armenia

i By Giorgi Lomsadze the Caucasus, where he struck the pose
- SR SRE e el T . of a supporter of the Armenian cause
B o AL AT Within almost one day, France and the savior of Georgia during its 2008
elected anew president, Russiainstalled itsvar with Russia. But wagging a finger at
i - ' old one and Armenia essentially keptits old Turkey and wooing the Diaspora Arme-
LRSI 00 BRIV (LSRR e T e ; 2 parliament. All three events have signifi- nian vote did not help Sarkzoy secure a
cant implications for Armenia’s future.  second term.

Backin Yerevan, Armenia’s politi- After a year of bickering with
cal opposition is finding it hard to digest France, Turkey was quick to reach out
the news thatit will remain an opposition to Sarkozy’s successor, President-Elect
and one with a modest presence in thd-rancois Hollande, for a fresh start.
et b ol new parliament, according to early elec- While Hollande also backed the genocide
tion results. Whether or not the election'slaw, there are signs that he might try to
top-two finalists -- President Serzh wipe the slate clean with Turkey.
Sargsyan's Republican Party of Armenia Yerevan has little to worry about
By Christan Garbis over a half-million people inthis country, and the Prosperous Armenia Party -- will with another ally, Russia, where former

but I am going to make an educatedrevive their governing coalition remains Prime Minister Vladimir Putin and former

While walking my dog thisevening guess and say that there are many otherspen to speculation, but is not a questionPresident Dmitry Medvedev now have

@mame -

I finally got to thinking about what went  thatare like-minded as my family, friends likely to keep anyone up late. switched jobs. Whichever was on top as
down on Sunday. Without having to do and acquaintances. But while Armenia faces a pros- Russian president, Putin and Medvedev
a lengthy, exhaustive analysis, | put If indeed 663,000 ballots were not pect of more of the same in its political both maintained a close diplomatic and
what | know to use. cast in the Republicans favor, not to kitchen, there has been a change on theconomic partnership with Armenia,
Most people are discontent with mention the fact that there is no way youforeign policy front. where Russian troops serve as a key
the authorities in Armenia and are too can actually falsify so many ballots to On May 6, France laid off Presi- deterrent against enemy Azerbaijan.
spineless, lazy or clueless to do anythingmake it seem like the Republicans legiti- dent Nicolas Sarkozy, a self-styled friend Putin, who once described as a

about it. This observation | gathered mately won, the only logical conclusion of the Armenians and a longtime Tur- done deal Peter the Great's advice that
from my interactions with citizens over is that the numbers released by thekey-skeptic. President Sargsyan enjoyedArmenians should be embraced and pam-
the last 10 years. So based on the logicCentral Electoral Commission were in- good vibes with Sarkozy, and the latter pered, is unlikely to rethink things now.
that most people hate the authoritiesvented, cleverly on a dynamic, rolling played the Armenian card heavily in the All other variables being constant,
(unless they’re making money from their basis in “real time” all night long (there final year of his presidency. that means that, geographically speak-
connection with them somehow, the are many talented mathematicians in this In France, Sarkozy backed a law ing, Armenian friendship will continue to
number of those people being miniscule),great land and I'm sure they came upthat criminalized denying that the Otto- work vertically (Russia to the north and
there is no friggin’ way that 663,000 with a fantastic algorithm). We have yet man Empire's World-War-I-era slaugh- Iran to the south), and enmity horizon-
voters cast a ballot for the Republicans.to see the actual results because they arer of ethnic Armenians in Turkey was tally (Turkey to the west and Azerbaijan
Even if the entire Armenian army were with the Commission under lock and genocide. He went barn-storming acrossto the east) for the foreseeable future.
forced to vote Republican, and every key.
single public servant and state employee When do we get to see the actual
including teachers, doctors, etc. votedresults? Good question. Most of that South Caucasus:
the same way, that would only amountdepends on what deals have been . cge .
to 100,000 at my guesstimate. Where’Sbroiered today. We still have tonight, Time to Bury the Transition Paradlgm
the rest coming from—from those sametoo, to work out the important details of Since the Soviet Union’s implo- perhaps concentrate resources. It
morons who keep whining to me there’s who gets what position or what's in it sion in 1991, foreign states and inter- might be better to fund one university,
no country andhere’s no justice? Oh, for them. But if Prosperous Armenia national non-governmental organiza- for example, than to promote a broad
I almost forgot about the guys crying Party is indeed serious about getting alltions have tended to view the Southeducational reform project. De Wall
about there being no laws. So what—-democratic in this country as Oskanian Caucasus states of Armenia, Azerbaijanalso urged foreign governments to
they voted for the same people theykeeps claiming, and the Armenian Na- and Georgia as nations in transition. mount more vigorous election moni-
loathe, the same people causing untoldional Congress people still know howto But now, a leading expert on the toring efforts, and offer more forceful
angst and psychological torment? Per-say “fugget about it” tomorrow morn- Caucasus says the time has come teriticism of shortcomings.
haps since there does seem to be ing, not to mention the ARF and Heri- put this notion to rest. Christopher Walker, the vice
latent sadomasochistic element in thetage/Free Democrats beingthebadasses  “They’ve arrived at a state president for strategy and analysis at
Armenian persona, but that's a debatethey are born to be, we could have somemodel,” Tom de Waal, a senior associ-the democratization watchdog group
for another day. Back to proving my protests and, dare | say, a movement tate in the Russia and Eurasia Progranfreedom House, noted during the April
point. reverse what just happened. We mightat the Carnegie Endowment for Inter- 27 forum in New York that the media
All the people | know voted for just see an Armenian public rising up, national Peace, said during a recentsector is a key pillar of support for
either the Heritage/Free Democrats alli- standing tall, demanding that the realdiscussion forum in New York, spon- incumbents in Caucasus. State-con-
ance, ARF-Dashnaktsutyun or the Ar- election results be released, thereby putsored by the Open Society Founda-trolled media outlets dominate
menian National Congress. No one |ting the government at the mercy of thetions.. [Editor’'s Note: EurasiaNet op- Armenia’s and Azerbaijan’s informa-

know supports the authorities. Okay, | people for a change. erates under the Open Societytion space, making it easier for the
am mindful of the fact that | do not know Eh, maybe not. Foundation’s auspices]. governments there to keep citizens in
Tovarying degrees all three statesline. Georgia has a much freer media

Anne Elbrecht to Give Lecture on feature elements of a “one-party” sys- environment, Walker said. Neverthe-

tem, de Waal said. Georgia’'s system isless, government-aligned television

Armenian Genocide the most open in the Caucasus; al-channels are able to control the way

though President Mikheil Saakashvili's the country’s political narrative un-

On May 17, Anne Elbrecht of between the two journals, as The Newadministration maintains a command- folds.
Davis, Calif., will give a lecture entitled York Times was a leading news organi- ing political position, there is room for Walker pointed out that some
“Telling the Story: The Armenian Geno- zation while Missionary Herald was part government critics to operate. At the segments of society in the South
cide in The New York Times and Mis- of an institution (the American Board of other end of the spectrum standsCaucasus, particularly in Azerbaijan,
sionary Herald,” atthe National Associa- Commissioners for Foreign Missions) Azerbaijan, where the authoritarian ten- are disgruntled with the way develop-
tion for Armenian Studies and Researchwith vested interests in Turkey. How- dencies exhibited by President Ilham ments are going. Thus, there remains
(NAASR) Center in Belmont, Mass. ever, the flow of information to the Aliyev’'s administration are startingto a chance, albeit slim, that political

Elbrecht’s Telling the Story: The outside world was clear and compelling, approach the level of nastiness seen irchange could arise out of popular pro-
Armenian Genocide in The New York especially as many reports were actuallyCentral Asia. Armenia falls somewhere tests.
Times and Missionary Herald, 1914- written by United States officials in Tur- in between Georgia and Azerbaijan on The more time that passes, how-
1918 (Taderon Press, 2012) focuses orkey and leaked to the press by the Statehe domineering-government scale, deever, the more difficult it will be to
two important journals to see how news Department in Washington, D.C. Waal said. alter the current course. That's be-
of the Armenian Genocide filtered Elbrecht is a graduate of Wheaton Since a transition paradigm no cause, as Walker noted, there is a
through to the United States betweenCollege, University of California, Berke- longer applies to the Caucasus, foreign“shrinking pool of people” with the
1914-18. It also looks at how the Ameri- ley, School of Library Studies, and donors should tweak the way they skills and philosophical outlook needed
can public reacted to such news with aMcGeorge School of Law. Telling the approach assistance projects, de Waato act as the technocratic backbone of
humanitarian intervention program. Story is based on her MA thesis atsuggested. For one, donors and NGOsan emerging civil society.”

There were undoubted differences California State University, Sacramento. should recalibrate expectations and http://www.eurasianet.org
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New Discoveries by CRD Physicists Armenia Fund Rebuilding the Stepanakert

Stipport{CommitteeffordArmenia;sy Retirement Home
COSMIC RAY DIVISI

In April 2012 the head of ments (TGEs) in which high energy
Armenia’s Cosmic Ray Division (CRD) electrons are accelerated both dow
and director of the Yerevan Physicsvard towards the earth, and upwar
Institute, Prof. Ashot Chilingarian, wastowards space, from within thunder
invited to the European Space Agencygloud formations. Much of the researc
center in Italy. A conference there wasn this plenomenon is conducted b
devoted to the lItalian "AGILE” spaceyoung CRD scientists. Recent PhD recipi-  Last summer Armenia Fund brokeanvironment for senior citizens.
satellite mission which discovered mangnt Bagrat Mailyan’s doctoral dissertatioground on a much needed project in - Thanks to Shakhazizyan’s
unexpected astrophysical phenomengharacterizing this phenomenon shed Stepanakert to rebuild the sole retire$400.000 donation, the retirement home
during its 5 years of scientific explora-great deal of light on this subject within theénent home in the Nagorno Karabakhgy Has alarge ne;/v cafeteria, allowing
tion. Discoveries included unexpectedhternational science community. Republic. residents easy access from t,heir quar-
flares from the Crab Nebula—the debris ~ Numerous particle detectors and A landmark institution,the tgrs. Previously, residents, many of
resulting from the explosion or “super-electric field meters located on the slopeStepanakert Retirement Home servgsem in their 863 had to,cross the
nova” of a massive star which occurredf mountain Aragats and in Yerevarmore than 250 senior citizens througheourtyard to reach the dining room.
about 1000 years ago. The Crab Nebutontinuously monitor changing geo-out Artsakh and it has been in bad shapge courtyard, meanwhile, has been
had always, and apparently wronglyphysical conditions. A new plannedfor years. transformed, g’iven residen';s abundant

been assumed to be a constant, unvaryeophysical station near Lake Sevan, Now, less than a year later, congreenery, widened pathways, and a
ing source of radiation which astronowith three existing stations on the slopestruction crews have already completeg . __ o

mers relied upon to calibrate their meaef Mt. Aragats, will monitor particle the first phase of the project, totall
surements. Also discussed at this corfluxes from the sun, thundercloudsrenovating one of the facility’s twol|
ference was the recently discoverednd our galaxy as well as magnetic anguildings.

phenomenon of Terrestrial Gamma Raglectrical fields and lightning occur- By summertime, residents will
Flashes (TGFs) in which thundercloudsences. CRD will issue alerts andnove from their temporary quarters i
emit high energy radiation previouslyforewarnings on upcoming dangeroughe facility’s other building to the 26
assumed to originate only from spaceconsequences of space weather evemigand new rooms in the renovated wing
Through mechanisms not completelyand thunder-storms. Last renovated in 1988, the facil
understood, electrons are accelerated In series of 3 papers published byty was in serious need of a complet
from thunderstorms into outer spacethe journal of American Physical soci-overhaul. The restrooms, plumbing sys

Particle fluxes (radiation of sub-ety, “Physical Review”, Armenian physi-tem, and cafeteria are in a particularlpeaytiful pavilion.
atomic particles) from thundercloudsists reported new phenomena manpad shape. The second phase of the project
are a very important and y(_et ppor_lyfested by a number of physical effects. Moscow-based philanthropistyill see the reconstruction of the
understood phenomenon which is inThese included large fluxes of electromrmen Shakhazizyan has donated to th‘ﬁcility’s first wing.
tensively researched both f_rom spacand gamma radiation, neutron radiaproject. Prior to making his contribu- The project’s head engineer, Hakob
and from high altitude mountain researction, short microsecond bursts of election, Shakhazizyan, who is CEO of tthyngyuIyan says he plans to redesign
s_tatlons. CRD’s Aragats research stafon radiation coinci_din_g with nega-Luding Group, shared with Armeniaihe entrance and lobby for optimal func-
tion _atop Mt Ara_lgats' has assumed tvely charged electric fields near therund his concern about the plight Ofionality and convenience to make the
leading position |r_1.th|s _branch of re-earth’s surface, and reduced lightningeniors in Artsakh who must fend forentranceway and other spaces wheel-
search. Prof. Chilingarian presentethetween clouds and the ground alonghemselves and expressed strong wilkhair-accessible.
CRD'’s latest research results on fluxewith increased lightning within clouds.ingness to join the government of Once the project is complete the
of electrons, gamma rays, and neutronthe most recent paper was publishefirtsakh in financing the project to cresetirement home will take on new mean-

measured on Mt. Aragats. D.iscussedn April 16, 20_12. _ __ating a safe, comfortable, and pleasaifg for the people of Artsakh.
were energy spectra and physical mod-  For more information please visit
els of Thunderstorm Ground Enhancewvww.crdfriends.org Karabakh Marks 20th Anniversary of
Republican Party Wins Majority Shoushi Liberation
Continued from page 1 In their preliminary findings that Continued from page 1 set before it at any moment.”
clearly fell short of the Armenian The Karabakh leader watched the

led by businessman Gagik Tsarukiagovernment’s expectations, the nearly = The Stepanakert parade was paparade from a podium together with
apparently had more ambitious elec300 observers mostly deployed by thef official ceremonies marking the 20thArmenia’s President Serzh Sarkisian as
toral goals, though. Organization for Security and Cooperaanniversary of the capture by Karabakiwvell as Catholicos of All Armenians
Opposition leaders cried foul aftertion in Europe (OSCE) avoided statingorces of Shushi, a historic ArmeniarKaregin Il and other officials.
it emerged on Sunday morning that inkvhether the vote was democratic. town overlooking Stepanakert. The Sarkisian, who commanded
stamps meant to guard against multiple  “Armenia deserves recognition foroperation not only ended Stepanakertarabakh Armenian troops during the
voting routinely disappeared after beingts electoral reforms and its open andaily shelling by Azerbaijani troops butShushi operation, issued a written ad-
put on voters’ passports. The observergeaceful campaign environment but imlso paved the way for the opening of dress to the nation on the occasion.
report notes in this regard that thehis race several stakeholders too oftdand corridor between Armenia andThe liberation of Shushi once again
special ink used for the procedurdailed to comply with the law and elec-Karabakh. The overland link was in turropened new doors for our people’s
“should have remained visible for 12tion commissions too often failed towas critical for subsequent Armeniarpeaceful, creative work and flourishing
hours but faded much faster.” enforce it,” said Francois-Xavier devictories in the bitter war. of the nation,” he said. “This victory
Vote buying was another princi-Donnea, a Belgian parliamentarian who Bako Sahakian, president oftoo was achieved through the greatest
pal fraud allegation voiced by the Armeled head short-term OSCE monitorsNagorno-Karabakh Republic describedacrifice of our people.”

nian opposition even before the closurtAs a result, the international commit-the jubilee as a “holiday of the freedom- The parade was also watched by
of the polls on Sunday evening. ments to which Armenia has freelyloving spirit” when he addressed théhousands of ordinary people. “That
subscribed were not always respectedtfoops lined up on the square facing hiday (May 9, 1992) was a great holiday

International Monitors Give “The election campaign was operoffice. for us because we got rid of bullets,
Mixed Assessment and respected fundamental freedoms, “Our army is one of our greatestrockets and shells raining down on us,”

International observers gave amixednd the media offered broad and baprides thatis fulfilling the holly mission one middle-aged woman told RFE/RL’s
assessment of Armenia’s parliamentarginced coverage during the official camef homeland defense with honor,”Armenian service (Azatutyun.am). “It
elections on Monday, praising the prepaign period,” said Radmila SekerinskaSahakian said. “We will do everythingwas huge relief for our people.”
election environment in the country butin observer mission leader representirig keep the army strong and victorious, “I'm proud of our established
reporting irregularities in a “significantthe OSCE’s Office for Democratic In-maintain its high combat spirit, andarmy,” said another Stepanakert resi-
number” of polling stations on voting day stitutions and Human Rights (ODIHR).ensure that it can achieve any objectivéent.
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GLOBAL ART FOR PEACE

Presents

Ethnic Armenian Folk Songs & Dance Ensemble
Van-Vasbouragan Gala

This will be an unforgettable event as we present
an exclusive performance of Ethnic Armenian Folk
Songs with the brilliant performer

Shahbazian

of Sheraton Universal Hotel
333 Universal Hollywood Dr.,

For Tickets & Information

323-666-3501

Narine

Sunday, May 20, 2012

at

The Grand Ballroom

Universal City, CA

Fine Dining and
Multiple Live Musical Performances
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