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Los Angeles, CA 50048

= Life Fnsurance

= Healih Insurance
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+ Long Term Care
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Seniors 65 & Up Medicare Supplements + Insurance + Prescriptions Drugs i

Glendale, CA 91205

« Wil & Living Trust + Emphuyee Be
«College Manning S AIK & 4
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300 N. Lake Ave, Suite 500
Pasadena, CA91101

LG  EAISER FERMAMENTE

More locations and more ways fo service your fnsurance and financial need's
6300 Wilshire Blvd, Suite 1900 805 East Broadway

A.B.A. INSURANCE SERVICES
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3 WE "AVTNTE S | Over 30 Years
' LA S |§H fu‘!rmf-ﬁ H.f. Prices!

GREY n ROBERTO DON JULID  BUCHAMMNAN'S JOHMNMIE

GOOSE CAVALI 1542 1% YEAR WALKER

Fﬂﬂfﬂtﬁ & III':I";:;L“ﬁ IE_EFH.# SEUTEH s :-l_-.l.':!-_‘f LABEL
2099 3999 [ 89.99 !21 99 dem 29.99 (9. 99 [8)129.99

FINLAMNDIA 1.75L . RESER‘M"A DEL SENOR TEQUILA 1L ?2.99
VOLI - ALL FAVORS 7S50ML  15.99 | JOSE CUERVC TRADICIONAL 750ML 1599
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Contradicting Minsk Group Co-Chairs Statement ~ FM Nalbandian Warns Turkey Against Linking
Azerbaijan Again Warns Against Opening Rapprochement Process with Karabakh
of Karabakh Airport

ARMENIA -- The normalization ratifying the bilateral protocols with-
ofthe Armenia-Turkey ties should have out preconditions.
nothing to do with the Nagorno- “Turkey failed, in the past 97
Karabakh conflict settlement, Arme- years, to take serious steps in this
nian FM Edward Nalbandian has said, direction and confront its history. If it
commenting on a statement by hisis goingto actinthe same mannerin the
Turkish counterpart. coming three years, proposing a com-

Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet bination of steps that lead nowhere, it
Davutoglu said recently that his coun- will not succeed,” Nalbandian said.
try is preparing a three-step plan ahead “Instead of such combinations
of the 100th anniversary of Genocide, suggested by Turkey international com-
but he warned that its implementation munity suggests another combination
would be possible provided Armenia - ratification of protocols without any
liberates Karabakh. and Turkey startspreconditions, implementation of those
cooperation with the Armenian protocols without preconditions and
Diaspora. avoid connect the settlement of Arme-

Objecting to Davutoglu’sremark, nian-Turkish relations with Nagorno-
Armenia’s top diplomat said that the Karabakh conflict” stated Armenian
world community proposes instead foreign minister.

New Karabakh airport building

BAKU/YEREVAN -- Azerbaijan the U.S., Russian and French diplo- US. A E C d
appeared to have renewed on Mondaymats co-chairing the OSCE Minsk . Army Lurope Lommander
its threats to shoot down civilian air- Group said they “received renewed Visits Armenia
craft that would carry out flights be- assurances from the sides that they
tween Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh will reject any threat or use of force
without its permission. against civil aircraft, pursue the matter

The authorities in Baku warned through diplomatic steps, and refrain
of “corresponding measures” just daysfrom politicizing the issue.”
after international mediators discussed “The Co-Chairs reaffirmed that
the matter during their latest tour of operation of this airport cannot be
the Karabakh conflict zone.

In a statement issued on Friday, Continued on page 4

Armenian Government Loses Another
European Court Case

YEREVAN -- The European Court Grigorian has insisted, both then [&
of Human Rights has ordered the Ar- and now, that his arrest was govern-
menian government to pay 2,500 eurosment retribution for his cooperation
($3,000) in compensatory damages towith some of the evicted people. The commanderofthe U.S. Armyin Europe, Lieutenant General Mark Hertling,
aprominentlawyer more than six yearsArmenia’s National Security Service inspects Armenian peacekeeping troops in Yerevan
after he was arrested on highly contro-(NSS), which brought the fraud
versial charges. charges, has denied that. The NSS YEREVAN -- The commander of nian deploymentin Kosovo and broader

The human rights lawyer, Vahe freed the lawyer in February 2006 but U.S. Army troops stationed in Europe, U.S.-Armenian military cooperation.
Grigorian, on Tuesday described thehas still not closed the criminal case onLieutenant General Mark Hertling, met That includes training of Armenian
ruling as a“slap inthe face of Armenia’s the grounds that two individuals who with Armenia’s top military leaders military personnel and Armenian par-
law-enforcement system” and said hehad testified against the lawyer fled theand discussed growing U.S.-Arme- ticipation in multinational exercises

will now step up his efforts to be country and remain on the run. nian military ties during a visit to organized bythe U.S. Army in Europe,
formally cleared of wrongdoing. In its verdict announced late last Yerevan on Wednesday. said a ministry statement.
Grigorian was arrested in Octo- week, the Strasbourg court ruled that Hertling held separate talks with “During the meetings the two

ber 2005, charged with fraud and forg- this legal limbo constitutes a violation of Defense Minister Seyran Ohanian andsides noted the high-level of U.S.-
ery and kept in pre-trial detention for Grigorian’s right to fair trial guaranteed Colonel General Yuri Khachaturov, Armeniandefense cooperation and dis-
almost five months after helping sev- by the European Convention on Humanchief of the Armenian army’s General cussed prospects for its development,”
eral familiesin Yerevanto file lawsuits Rights. It said he must therefore be Staff, on the second leg of a regionaladded the statement.
with the European Court. The clients compensated for the excessive delay. tour that he began in Georgia on Tues- Ohanian, who visited Washing-
of his Right law firm were among “This is a good way to keep day. He also visited Armenia’s main ton in March, said earlier this month
hundreds of families evicted from their undesirable people under constant presmilitary academy and watched train- that that cooperation entered a “more
old houses as part of a massive redesure,” Grigorian told RFE/RL’'s Arme- ing exercises held by Armenian sol- coordinated and targeted phase” last
velopment in the city center. nian service (Azatutyun.am), referring diers. year. John Heffern, the U.S. ambassa-
Many of them staged protests, to the NSS’s stance. The lawyer, who Some of them represented a spe-dor to Armenia who was present at
saying that financial compensation of- has also represented dozens of Arme<ial Armenian army brigade that has Hertling’s talks, likewise hailed last
fered to them was set well below the nian opposition members prosecutedcontributed troops to U.S.-led multi- week “tremendous growth” in bilateral
market value of their properties be- since 2008, said he will now petition national missions abroad. A 35-strong military ties which he said has oc-
cause of government corruption. The law-enforcement authorities to send detachment of the brigade flew to curred in the last three years.
authorities denied the accusations andhe case to court or drop it altogether.Kosovo on Friday, resuming Yerevan's The Armenian military announced
insisted that most displaced families Grigorian said earlier that at least participation in a NATO-led peace- in February that the two nations will
are satisfied with the sums paid by the20 Yerevan families have taken the keeping force deployed in the former likely hold soon first-ever bilateral ex-
state. The redevelopment overseen bygovernment to the European CourtYugoslav province. The platoonis serv- ercises that will be primarily aimed at
then President Robert Kocharian wentafter exhausting all possibilities of le- ing there under U.S. command. improving the interoperability of their
ahead even after it was effectively gal action in Armenia. The court has According to the Armenian De- forces deployed in Afghanistan. Nei-
declared illegal by Armenia’s Consti- ordered the government to compen-fense Ministry, Hertling discussed with ther side has reported such drills yet,
tutional Court in 2006. sate at least three of them. Ohanian and Khachaturov the Arme- however.
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Syrian Armenians Complain About OSCE Again Calls for Withdrawal of Snipers
Armavia’s High Ticket Prices from Armenian-Azeri Frontline

Lamberto Zannier and Edward Nalbandian

ARMENIA -- The Organization and joint investigations of armed inci-
for Security and Cooperation in Eu- dents have been advanced in the last

_ ' _ _ ~ rope on Thursday renewed its calls for few years by senior OSCE officials as
YEREVAN -- Syrian Armenians  atonly $320, he said adding that Syrianthe parties to the Nagorno-Karabakhwell as the U.S., Russian and French

say they can not afford to come to companies’ tickets are sold out. conflict to withdraw snipers from the mediators acting under the OSCE ae-
Armenia because the tickets are ex- Harut said he wants to live and frontlines and agree to joint investiga- gis. The OSCE’s chairman-in-office,
pensive. work in Armenia and had already torn tions of growing truce violations there. |rish Foreign Minister Eamon Gilmore,
Hripsime Margarian, head of sub- his return ticket. Lamberto Zannier, the OSCE sec- insisted on them when he visited Baku
committee on youth affairs at Speaking about Syria, he said theretary general, made a case for this andind Yerevan last month.
Armenia’s public council, said they Armenian community will be facing a other confidence-building measures Unlike the Armenian side,
cannot come to Armenia because ofdifficult situation if the current gov- during a visit to Yerevan that marked Azerbaijan has repeatedly spoken out
high prices set by national carrier ernment is overthrown. the second leg of his regional tour. The against sniper withdrawal. Azerbaijani
Armavia. Armavia resumed regular flights Karabakh dispute was high on the Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov
“We must create a system of to Syria on July 2, amid a growing agenda of his talks with President Serzhalso effectively rejected last month a
discounts,” she said at a press conferinflux of Syrian nationals of Armenian Sarkisian and Foreign Minister Ed- mechanism for joint investigations pro-
ence on Saturday urging to addressdescent fleeing the escalating violenceward Nalbandian. posed by the mediators.
Armenia’s Ministry of Transport and in the troubled Middle Eastern state. “The conflict must be resolved “If we start applying that mecha-
Communication. Hundreds of Syrian Armenians peacefully and the OSCE is ready to usenism now, that will only mean rein-
Syrian-Armenian economist are believed to have moved to Armeniaall of its instruments ... to achieve a forcing the status quo, which is unac-
Harut Palulian also expressed discon-in recent months. With no end to fight- peaceful resolution of the conflict,” ceptable,” Mammadyarov said after
tent with services provided by Arme- ing in Syria in sight, thousands of Zannier told a joint news conference talks with Gilmore. “If Armenia does
nian carrier. The ticket price for the others may follow suitin the following with Nalbandian. “Of course, the status not want its soldiers to die, then it must
first flight, carried out after a break, months. According to immigration quo is not a solution but we should avoid |iperate Azerbaijan’s lands. If this hap-
went up by $150. authorities in Yerevan, about 3,000 of armed incidents by all means,” he said.pens, there will be no need for snipers
Armavia’s Aleppo-Yerevan- them applied for Armenian citizenship Zannier made similar statements in the first place,” he added.
Aleppo ticket prices is $470, while last year and another 2,700 in the firstafter his talks with Azerbaijani leaders Nalbandian complained about
Syrian companies offer the same flight five months of this year. in Baku on Monday. He said he is Baku’s stance at the news conference

“deeply concerned” by recent fighting with Zannier. “This is the reality, but

. around Karabakh and along the Arme-there is no alternative to negotiations
Armenla’ Iran Plan Cross-Border nian-Azerbaijani border, which killed and Armenia will carry on with nego-

‘Friendship Park’ at least a dozen soldiers on both sidestiations and efforts at a quick settle-
The ideas of sniper withdrawal ment of the conflict,” he said.

Hripsime Margarian and Harut Palulian

park will cover around 65,000 hect- the Armenian side. _ _
ares (160,000 acres) of land straddling The Armenian-Iranian park will

the Arax river’ which marks the Arme- be close to the site of a hydroelectric
nian-lranian border. plant which the two governments plan

Gevorgian was quoted by his to build on the Arax. The construction

press service as stressing the project'9f the 140-megawatt facility, estimated

importance at the meeting with the to cost $350 mi”ion, is due to start
visiting Iranian official. He said it will next month. An agreement to that ef-

not only protect wildlife and flora in fect that was announced after Iranian

the mountainous area but also promoteEnergy Minister Majid Namjou’s June
ecotourism. 4 visit to Yerevan.

It was not clear just when the Another top Iranian official, In-
conservation area will be formally set terior Minister Mostafa Mohammad-
up. Mohammadizadeh will travel on Najjar, visited the Armenian capital last
Wednesday to Armenia’s southeasternweek. He praised the Islamic Republic’s
Syunik province bordering Iran to fa- growingties with Armenia, saying that

_ . o miliarize himself with 34,000 hectares they should “serve as a model for the
YEREVAN -- Armenia and Iran President Serzh Sarkisian, Deputyf |and set aside for the project from other neighboring countries.”

fleshed out on Tuesday plans for thePrime Minister Armen Gevorgian and
Jurant upuX

establishment of a natural reserve onEnvironment Protection Minister
either side of their border, which is Aram Harutiunian.

meant to symbolize and cement grow- The creation of the Friendship
ing cooperation between the two neigh-and Peace Park is envisaged by ar
boring states. Armenian-lranian agreement on joint
The issue topped the agenda ofenvironment protection that was signed ®UUUShLUSk UER (200 nahp (U.UU.P)
a three-day visit to Armenia by by Mohammadizadeh and Harutiunian UULEL SGUuuy unkELGMANE UUUE

Mohammad-Javad Mohammad- in Tehran in March. They signed a 1060 N. ALLEN AVE. PASADENA CA 91104

izadeh, head of Iran’s Environmen- follow-up memorandum of understand-
tal Protection Organization, a gov- ingin Yerevan.

ernment agency. Mohammadizadeh, The two officials elaborated on

who is also one of his country’s 12 those plans at a joint conference. In
vice-presidents, discussed it with particular, it was announced that the

uuuvruuvuuunHerkuLEN!
CGNUQUSLEL (626) 797-7680
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Knights and Daughters of Vartan Grand Convocation in New York City: Sahagian of Worcester declared that
. the Daughters of Vartan had a new
Taner Ak¢am and Ragip Zarakolu Men of the Year project, the support of the St.

Tarkmanchatz School of Jerusalem.
government promotes today,” the Though a new otyag or chapter was
Turks thought of Armenians as “'trai- established in Costa Mesa last year,
tors’ and ‘backstabbers’ who plotted declining membership poses a chal-
against the Ottoman regime and mur-lenge for the future.
dered our innocent diplomats.” When Sahagian commented afterwards
Akgam first came to the United Statesthat she was able to meet with many
many Armenians thought he had to bepresent and past officials of the Daugh-
some sort of Turkish agent. ters of Vartan in fruitful meeting at this

Armenians still live locked inthe year’'s convocation. She exclaimed,
“time tunnel” by the policies of the “It was wonderful!” Significantly
Turkish government as victims of greater unity was achieved between
Genocide, while most Turks, as de-the men and women in this year’'s
scendants of genocide perpetratorsmeetings. Sahagian explained, “When
“have no sense of history whatsoever.the men were going to have the instal-

1 This thing thatis frozen in time for you lation of officials, | went alone but one
‘ and which lives on today, doesn’t exist of the girls from Boston wanted to
| ' for us. Our youth have very little idea join, so | said of course. Then | de-
Dr. Taner Akcam Receives Man of the  James Seref Holle, son of Man of the of what happened in 1915, or in his- cided thatif | let one come all should be

Year Award from Dr. Dennis Papazian  Year Zarakoglu, accepts fathersaward  tory generally. ... We wrongly believe able to come with me. ... The men, |
that you accuse today’s Turk of being believe, were honored to have us there.
By Aram Arkun The organization’s journal was brought a murderer.” Then the men came to our room to
Mirror-Spectator up to date and running. Thus, Akgam concluded, “One watch my reinstallation and the instal-
Furthermore, the Knights and side is frozen in the tunnel of history lation of other officials.”
The Knights and Daughters of Daughters continued their programsand the other side is completely un- Many former grand command-

Vartan held their ninety-fourth annual to provide scholarships for Armenian aware of its existence.” For him, the ers, grand matrons, and other high
Grand Convocation from July 4 to 7 in Americans, and college assistance forKnights of Vartan award symbolized ranking leaders of the Knights and
New York City. Members came from young people in Armenia, while con- “the creation of a new cultural space in Daughters of Vartan were present at
lodges throughout the United Statestributing to Armenian internships in which we develop a new language andthe event, while Ambassador Garen
and Canada to participate in work- Washington D.C., the construction of anew discourse. The meaning of TurksNazarian, representative of the Repub-
shops and plan strategies and activitieshomes in Armenia and the rehabilita- and Armenians is different in this new lic of Armenia to the United Nations,
for the future. Along with meetings, tion of schools there. space and time has a different meaningattended the grand banquet reception
they enjoyed various social activities The 2012 convocation was un- too....By reconstructing the past in priortotraveling. Several scholarships
which culminated in an evening ban- usual in several ways. At the grand our new present, we will build a beau- were presented at the banquet.
quet in downtown New York. The banquet, for perhaps the first time, atiful future.” Mezzo  soprano Hasmik
Grand Convocation was hosted by themajor Armenian-American organization In this future, “in this new space, Meikhanedjian sang the nationalanthems
Mamigonian Lodge and the Anahid gave awards to two people of Turkish we Turks and Armenians oppose andofthe United States, Canada, and Arme-
Otyag of Brooklyn. origin, Professor Taner Akgcam of Clark condemn the annihilation of human nia at the start of the banquet, while
Grand Commander Dennis University and Ragip Zarakolu. They beings because of their ethnic or reli- fourteen-year-old Arthur Ipek ably per-
Papazian and Grand Matron Agnesreceived the humanitarian “Man of the gious identity. The Armenian Geno- formed a compilation of Armenian and
Sahagian hosted an inaugural recep-Year” award. As Papazian declared, “In cide was a crime in human history, andclassical music on the piano toward its
tion at the Trinity Place Bar and Res- some ways, it is earthshaking.” whoever cannot condemn it has noend. Meikhanedjian is a graduate of the
taurant for the participants where they Zarakolu, a prominent publisher moral right to denounce such crimes Gomidas State Conservatory of Yerevan
could observe New York’s world-fa- and human rights activist in Istanbul, occurring today. ... We have to fight and the soloist of the St. Vartan Cathe-
mous fireworks on the Fourth of July. has published many books on the Ar-for a better future not only for Turks dral Choir, while Ipek is a 2009 graduate
The next day, workshops were fol- menians and the Armenian Genocide,or Armenians but for all of humanity.” of Holy Martyrs Armenian Day School.
lowed by a boat cruise around New as well as on Greek and Kurdish is- Mr. and Mrs ZviKichel, represent- This year’'s convocation was
York City and dinner at the Water's sues, despite the risks this entails ining the International Raoul Wallenberg important for the future direction of
Edge Restaurant accompanied withTurkey. He has been imprisoned andFoundation, generously donated copiesthe Knights and Daughters. Nigoghos
music by DJ Alan, while Friday’s en- faced state persecution for his actions.of Taner Akcam’s most recent book, Atinizian began his term as the new
tertainmentincluded aluncheon hostedWhile he was not able to attend in The Young Turks’ Crime Against Hu- grand commander for the next two
by the Daughters of Vartan and a “kef person, as his second recent trial wagnanity, to the guests at the banquetyears. He stated dramatically in his
night” at Kavookjian Hall of the Arme- in progress, he sent his son Jamesourtesy of Eduardo Eurnekian, the chair-speech, “Today we mark a new begin-
nian Diocese accompanied with din- Seref Holle with the latter’s partner to man of the foundation. ning, a new beginning for the next
ner. Despite along day, the attendeesaccept the award on his behalf. At the convocation’s grand ban- hundred years. Itis of vital importance
including many in their seventies and Akcam also was imprisoned in quet, Grand Recorder Leo Manuelianthat leaders, not only within the
eighties, danced up a storm to theTurkey as a youth, but was able toreceived a plaque from Papazian forKnights, but as Armenians, regardless
Armenian music. The culmination of escape to Germany, where he obtainedis unique service to the Knights. Con- of organization, that we think where
the weekend was a grand banquet ora doctorate on Turkish nationalism andvocation General Chairman Antranik we want to go as a people, to make the
Saturday night at the Marriott Down- the Armenian Genocide. Dr. Vahakn Platyan and Co-Chair Jaklin Platyan greatest contribution, as Armenians.
town, the New York base for the Dadrian was an important mentor for were thanked by Papazian for their Let us not trap ourselves in the quick-
convocation’s activities. Akcam on the Armenian Genocide. yeoman'’s work for the 2012 convoca- sand of history. Let us always take one
The 2012 convocation was the Akgam came to the United States some-ion. Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, step forward followed by another step
culmination of the activities of the last time around 2000, and after holding Primate of the Diocese of the Arme- forward, but always together, as one.
two years under the leadership of Grandseveral academic positions was ap-nian Church of America, delivered the Let us not live in the sins of the past. ...
Commander Papazian. The motto ofpointed to the Robert Aram, Marianne invocation, declaring: “For generations Our legacy begins tonight.”
his administration was modernization. Kaloosdian, and Stephen and Marionnow, the Knights and Daughters of Papazian later declared, “It was
As Papazian declared later, the goalMugar Chair in Armenian Genocide Vartan has been the seed-bed of leada landmark meeting because the torch
was “to bring the Knights of Vartan Studies in 2008. He is the author of ership in the Armenian community. was passed to a new generation. Those
into the twenty-first century. To ac- several books on the Armenian Geno-Through its outreach efforts, count- of us who served long and hard needed
complish that, | wanted to adopt all cide. less people have been drawn into theto bring in the younger people, and we
sorts of modern communication tech- In his acceptance speech, Akcamorbit of Armenian life. Bless, O Lord, did. We have a very strong group
nigues to make our operation more declared that “this is a very emotional these fine men and women, who havetaking over. They have energy; they
efficient and bring our people together, moment, and the reason should bedone so much to advance the Arme-are excited, and inspired. They have
somewhat parallel to the Facebookobvious.” It was in a sense an ac- nian heritage in this country.” new progressive attitudes and tech-
model, through constant contact, vid- knowledgment of the changes in Ar- Grand Matron Agnes B. niques.”
eos, and virtual visitations, while pro- menian-Turkish relations over the past
tecting the venerable traditions of the twenty to thirty years. Akcam asked
organization.” A national office was listeners to “view this award through a
opened in Peabody, Massachusettstime tunnel.” If for Armenians a Turk
with a new national clerk. A digitaliza- in the past was “someone who mur-
tion process for the voluminous ar- dered your ancestors...who supported
chives of the Knights was initiated. the policy of denial that the Turkish
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Shengavit:
Archaeology, Renovations Progressing

&

many gaps in our understanding of thisthe context in which these artifacts
process, hopefully study of the were used andrecovered. As yet, how-
Shengavit community will shed much ever, there is neither the manpower
lighton the development of societies in nor the financing to assure that the
By Joseph Dagdigian material. Purchased materials includedthe region. excavations will be preserved for
fencing to help protect the area, piping A major problem, however, isthe future generations. CYSCA'’s project
Shengavit District, Yerevan: to install water and rest rooms, ce-lack of funding for preservation of is helping, however, by funding con-
Work is progressing on much neededment, lumber, and stone blocks to both artifacts and the actual excava-struction that will help secure the
repairs and maintenance at thepartially rebuild a wooden museum tions. Once excavated, exposed strucsite, rebuild the museum which con-
Shengavit Historical and Archaeologi- building dating to the 1930s. Most of tures quickly deteriorate and need totains many Shengavit artifacts, and
cal Culture Preserve inYerevan. Thanksthe labor is being done by Shengavitbe preserved or they will be lost to make the Shengavit site more hospi-
to support from the Cambridge Yerevan director Tshagharyan when he is not infuture generations of scholars and visi-table for visitors by providing ameni-
Sister City Association (CYSCA) and meetings, and Vanoush, an experi-tors. There is currently no firm plan or ties such as water, restrooms, shade,
members of the U.S. Armenian com- enced construction worker. Astghig, a financing in place for preservation by and convenient but controlled ac-
munity Shengavit's director, Vladimir young woman who recently graduated either the Armenian government or cess. Heating and air conditioning
Tshagharyan, is implementing criti- with degrees in history, museum sci- other agencies. Both Dr. Rothman andalso needs to be installed in the mu-
cally needed maintenance and repairence, and education, joined the staffShengavit director Tshagharyan agreeseum building.

at the site. Mr. Tshagharyan was ap-and is training to be a multi-lingual that it would be best to stabilize the Much work needs to be done to
pointed as Shengavit’s director aboutguide at the site. excavations using moderntechnology, preserve this important historical site
2 years ago. The site belongs to the Yerevan then cover the excavations with dating to the # millennium B.C.

In the 1930’s it was discovered city government, while the museum weather-proof, transparent enclosuresShengavit needs to be available for
that the Shengavit site, on the southernitself and the staff are affiliated with that would allow visitors to see inside. new generations of historians, archae-
outskirts of Yerevan along the Hrazdanthe Yerebuni Museum in Yerevan. Replicas of artifacts could be placed in ologists, and visitors to Yerevan.
River, contained a stone age settlemenSince independence, there has been

dating to about 4.000 BC on 10-12 little or no Armenian government fund- Azerbaijan Again Warns Against Opening
hectares (25 — 30 acres) of land. Aing for operational expenses or main- fK bakh Ai
number of Armenian historians, archae-tenance of the site. Vanoush, the con- o araba 1rport

ologists, and intellectuals worked to ex- struction expert on Shengavit's staff, Continuedf 1 ) ) )
amine and preserve the site. Among thetold this author that he has been asso-"0" uedfompage in Karabakh announced the impending
first to do so,during the Soviet era, wasciated with Shengavit for nearly 50 reconstruction of the territory’s sole
agroup headed by Hovsep Orbelliwork- years and for the first time, under used to support any claim of a changeairportlocated near Stepanakert. Baku
ing together with the Armenian History Tshagharyan’s directorship, he hasin the status of Nagorno-Karabakh, Seemed to have backed away from the
Museum. One of the early seenprogressbeingmade atShengavignd urged the sides to act in accor-threats in April 2011 after being criti-
researchers,Yevgeni Bayburtyan, was The oldest archaeological layer dance with international law and con- cized by mediating powers. ,
arrested by Stalin’s secret police andat Shengavit is from the stone age insistent with current practice for flights ~ The launch of first commercial
executed as “an enemy of the people”.the 4" millennium B.C. The area has over their territory,” the statement flights to and from Karabakh in two
The soviets subsequently covered a sigbeen continuously inhabited since then.added without elaborating. decades has been repeatedly postponed
nificant portion of the site with a large Later layers present a record of social The Azerbaijani State Civil Avia-  since then, even though the airport’s
hospital thus eliminating any further ex- and technological development from tion Administration said in that regard reconstruction was essentially com-
amination of the archaeological record stone implements, to copper and that the planned Yerevan-Stepanakertleted by the end of 2011. Also, a
on that tract of land. Yet Armenians bronze, after which Armenia became flights would constitute an “invasion” newly established Karabakh airline re-
persevered and were able to save muclpart of the Urartun Empire.The site of Azerbaijan’s internationally recog- portedly acquired two aircraft for
of the site. Archeological investigations presents a view of social developmentnized airspace and that “taking corre- Yerevan-Stepanakertflights earlier this
have been conducted on and off sincefrom tribal society to the development sponding measures in connection withyear. An official in Stepanakert told
the initial investigations. After indepen- of a large organized community. The thatis inevitable.” RFE/RL's ~ Armenian service
dence four segments of the preservegcultural developments at Shengavit “According to international (Azatutyun.am) last month that the
amounting to nearly 40% of its area, were contemporary with similar de- norms, Azerbaijan has sovereign rightsflight service is likely to be launched
wereillegallysold toindividualsand priva- velopments as far away as to its airspace,” a spokesman for thebefore the end of this summer.
tized. Director Tshagharyan spent a yeaMesopotamia, Malatia in Western Ar- government body told the APA news ~ The airport stopped functioning
and a half petitioning the Yerevan city menia, and southern Russia.agency. “Those who enter that air-in 1991 amid intensifying armed
hall, the public prosecutor’s office, and Shengavit’s population traded with Space without permission shall be con-clashes in Karabakh that degenerated
the court system with reams of evi- these areas and was at the geometrigidered to have breached the air bor-into afull-scale Armenian-Azerbaijani
dence, including archaeological reportscenter of these cultural developments.ders.” war. Transport communication be-
and photographs of the site, proving thatThe population was probably making The Azerbaijani governmentfirst tween Karabakh and the outside world
this area was to be preserved for histori-wine and stored tons of grain. Esti- voiced such threats, in more explicit has since been carried out by land, via
cal and archaeological research. In Maymates of the maximum population in- terms, early last year when authoritiesArmenia.
of this year (2012), ina nearly unprec- habiting the Shengavit settlement range
edented action, the illegally privatized land from 2,000 to 6,000individuals. -
was returned to the Shengavit preserve. Dr. Mitchell Rothman, an archae- A '} & ’ ’ I ’ f t
About a year ago CYSCA initi- ologistfrom Widener University in PA, l 111e111e11 11 0 » ne
ated a program, working with director is conducting excavations at Shengavit
Tshagharyan, to help restore the sitetogetherwith Armenian colleagues. He
and its small museum. CYSCA, plans on writing a book on the history

through the generosity of donors, wasand archaeology of Shengavit. This NEW’S. Illfﬂ I lﬂﬂtiﬂllﬂll. Kﬂ m l]]E!l]tﬂI'E!.

able to raise funds to buy building was, he explained, an area of dynamig
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LAUGHLIN o GRAND CANYON

JULY 27TH - JULY 29TH, 2012

FRIDAY JULY 27

Bus Deparung 10 Edgewater Hotel & Casino, Laughlin
From GLENDALE at 12:30 p.m. — 300 M. Glendale Awve.
From PASADENA af 1;00 pum. — 1060 M. Allen Ave.

SATURDAY JULY 28
Maoming departure to Grand Canyon
Including an IMAX Movic of the Park
Tiowrs i Sedona and the Catholie Church
Ratum in the evening to Edgewater Hotel & Casing

SUNDAY JULY 29
Return to Los Anpeles

ADULTS $225 - 18 & UNDER #8170
FOR MORE INFO, PLEASE CONTACT:
LENA 628-4856-6404 - GARINE 628-766-4778
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