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Turkish High Court Says Dink Murder
Was Organized Crime

ISTANBUL -- Turkey’s Supreme
Court of Appeals has overturned pre-
vious rulings acquitting the Hrant Dink
murder convicts of connections to a
criminal organization, saying the mur-
der was committed by an armed crime
gang, Hurriyet Daily News reports. -

In the ruling announced today, | = ad

the court approved the sentences give IJ

to suspects but overturned the deci-
sion that acquitted them of crime gang
connections.

The previous ruling, which
claimed that there was no crime gang
connection in the murder of Dink, had
been highly controversial, causing a HrantDink
stir in public debate.

Armenian Council of America — PAC
Endorses Dennis Zine for LA City Controller
and Mitch O'Farrell for Council District 13

LOS ANGELES -- The Armenian
Council of America — PAC (ACA-
PAC) has announced its endorsemen
of Dennis P. Zine for Los Angeles City |
Controller and Mitch O'Farrell for
Council District 13.

Dennis Zine has served on the
Los Angeles City Council for the past
10 years while also serving as an LAPD
reserve officer. Prior to joining the
City Council, he spent 33 years on the
front lines of the Los Angeles Police
Department. He has also donated sev
eral hundred thousand dollars of his
salary to local charitable organizations

The suspects will now be on trial tenced to 22 years and 10 months.while serving as a Councilmember.
againinthe Istanbul court that gave theAnother suspect, Yasin Hayal, was con- Representing the City of Los ) )
initial rulings. victed of ordering the murder and was Angeles’ 3rd District, Zine has worked Dennis P. Zine

Dink, an Armenian-Turkish jour- sentenced to life imprisonment. to create local jobs and speed thethe Armenian Community,” Zine said
nalist, was assassinated in Istanbul in Following a five-year trial, the economic recovery. As Chairman of “'m honored to have these deep ties
January 2007 by Ogun Samast, a 17-court had ruled on Jan. 17, 2012, thatthe Council’s Audits and Government and my accomplishments recognized
year old Turkish nationalist, in front of it saw no “deep state” role in the Efficiencies Committee, Zine has dis- by the Armenian Council of America.
the offices of Agos, the weekly for plotting of the assassination, despiteplayed his intolerance towards waste,As the City Controller, | will continue
which he was the editor-in-chief. serious claims that a number of civil fraud and abuse that have historicallyto be committed to ensuring that the

After two years of proceedings servants were “indirectly” involved. plagued the City. This determinationis Armenian Community is respected
Samast was convicted on July 25, 2011,The ruling was overturned a year laterwhat is needed in a Los Angeles City throughout the City of Los Angeles.”
of premeditated murder and illegal pos-by the Supreme Court of Appeals, Controller. MitchO'Farrell has been a de-
session of a firearm by Istanbul’'s Juve-which led to prosecutors restarting Zine also has a long and fruitful voted public servant for many years in
nile Court for Serious Crimes and sen-their probe into the murder. connection with the Armenian Ameri- the district which encompasses a large

can community of Southern Califor- Armenian-American constituency.
U.S. Ambassador John Heffern: nia, supporting and participating in During his decade of service to
Turkey to Blame for the Failure of

various Armenian-American commu- | .A.'s District 13 on behalf of
nity and church events. Councilmember Eric Garcetti, O'Farrell
Normalization of Relations with Armenia
YEREVAN -- The process of nor-

“As a Lebanese American, | have
had a longstanding relationship with

malization of the Armenian-Turkish re-

lations failed because of Turkey, US

Ambassador to Armenia John Heffern

said at the meeting with students at

Synopsis Armenia R&D Center.

He considers that the Presidents of]
Armenia and Turkey demonstrated cour-
age by signing the protocols on estab
lishment of bilateral relations. However,
Ankara set preconditions and failed to
ratify the documents, he said.

"Accordingto the agreement, there
had to be no preconditions. However,
Turkey tried to link the process to the
settlement of the Nagorno Karabakh US Ambassador John Heffern
conflict,” he said, adding that Turkey is directly but he also tries to put pres-
now expected to take a step. sure on the U.S. president to recognizé

“Armenia offered its hand, while the events of 1915. The ambassado
Turkey failed to make a step forward,” added that Armenia is a complicated
Heffnern added. country due to the events of 1915.

The meeting took place in the “l think | was surprised by the Serzh Sarkisian
format of fireside chat, where the US warmness of the people towards me
Ambassador to the Republic of Arme- and towards United States, and the YEREVAN -- Armenian Presi- “We are also interested in
nia John Heffern and the Vice Presi- talents of the people and the successdent Serzh Sarkisian has held talksArmenia’s experience in atomic en-
dent of Corporate Marketing and Stra- like the IT industry, how talented the with his visiting Belarusian counter- ergy,” Lukashenko told a joint news
tegic Alliances at Synopsis and CEO of people are and how Armenia despite itspart, Alyaksandr Lukashenka. conference with Sarkisian. “You prob-
Synopsis Armenia Rich Goldman held economic challenges found ways to The two presidents told jour- ably know that Belarus is building its
an informal conversation on a variety make real progress in high tech areasnalists after their meeting on May 13 first-ever nuclear power plant. An ex-
of topics including the Ambassador’s like IT and telecommunications,” said that they discussed bilateral relations,change of information about safe ex-
career path, his expectations of Arme-the Ambassador. “l really do think that including trade and economic issues. ploitation of nuclear plants as well as
nia, as well as, IT sector, social entre-IT is the transformative sector for The two leaders presided over new approaches to building energy
preneurship, social media, economyArmenia. | really do believe that the signing of several bilateral agree-blocks is of mutual interest.”
and education. Armenia’s future is a knowledge-based ments. One of them relates to “coop- “You have serious experience in

The ambassador stated that he eration and exchange of information”
reports to the U.S. State Department on nuclear safety.

Continued on page 2

Belarusian and Armenian Presidents

Discuss Bilateral Relations

——
Belarusian President Alyaksandr Lukashenka and Armenian President

e

Continued onpage 4 Continued onpage 4
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EU Upbeat On Association Agreement Pope Francis Canonised 800 Martyrs
With Armenia Killed by Ottoman Turks in 1480
The European Union has reaf- European Union's. So, it is actually a VATICAN CITY -- Pope Francis

firmed plans to finalize a far-reaching big deal,” he said. has canonised more than 800 15th-cen
Association Agreement with Armenia Armenian and European Com- tury martyrs who were killed after re-
in time for a November summit on the mission officials announced after a fusing to convertto Islam. The "martyrs h
EU’s Eastern Partnership program fresh round of negotiations in Yerevan of Otranto”, whose identities are largely &
covering six ex-Soviet states. in late March that they have worked unknown, were killed on a hill outside [
Stefan Fuele, the EU’s commis- out key terms of the accord and hopethe south-east Italian town by Ottoman
sioner for enlargement and neighbor-that it will be finalized by November. Turk invaders in 1480.
hood policy, made this clear as he They expressed confidence that sepa- Along with two Latin American
commented on “concrete results” thatrate talks on the DCFTA will also be nuns, they became the first saints to be
should be expected from the summitconcluded in the coming months. proclaimed during Pope Francis's fledg- & 3 ‘
which will take place in Lithuania’s “If everything goes according to ling pontificate on Sunday, in a cer- soldiers finally overrun the town, they
capital Vilnius. plan ... it can then be signed next emony watched by tens of thousands inwere ordered to kill every man over the
“For Armenia, it could be initial- year,” Gunnar Wiegand, the chief EU St Peter's Square in Vatican City. age of 15 who refused to convert to
ing the Association Agreement, includ- negotiator, said at the time. "As we venerate the martyrs of Islam.
ing also the economic integration part,” Armenia and the EU took a fur- Otranto, let us ask God to sustain the In an apparent attempt to avoid the
Fuele said, speaking at the RFE/RL’sther step towards the association deamany Christians who, today and in many move being interpreted as provocative,
headquarters in Prague on Thursday. last month when they signed in Brus- parts of the world, now, still suffer from the Vatican said the martyrdom should
“We call it Deep and Comprehen- sels an agreement on “readmission” ofviolence, and to give them the courage tobe understood in "the historical context
sive Free Trade Area (DCFTA), which illegal immigrants. The document is be devout and to respond to evil with of the wars that determined relations
is very complicated, but it's about tiedto aseparate visafacilitation agree-good," said the pope in a homily that between Europe and the Ottoman em-

harmonization of the Armenian legisla- ment that was sealed at the EU head4made no mention of Islam. pire for a long period of time".
tion with the substantive part of the quarters last December. In 1480, after conquering Constan- Little is known of the individuals
tinople —modern day Istanbul - the Otto- who were executed when they refused
Armenian FM in Strasbourg for CoE man Sultan Mohammed Il planned to to convert. They are grouped together as
invade Rome, and Otranto became histhe "companions" of Antonio Primaldo,
Ministerial Committee Chairmanship army’s port of entrance into Italy. thought to have been the first to die

The local population fought back when, once the town had fallen to the
STRASBOURG -- On arriving in  of Minister from May 13 to November in a week-long siege, putting up a braveOttoman forces commanded by Gedik
Strasbourg on Wednesday, Armenian FM13. The priorities as well as objectives but hopeless resistance. When OttomamrAhmed Pasha.
Edward Nalbandian held a meeting with of the Armenian Chairmanship have
CE Secretary General Thorbjern Jaglandbeen defined in response to the chal- Armenian Council of America — PAC Endorsements
Mr Thorbjgrn Jagland pointed lenges thatthe Council of Europe mem-
out thorough preparations for per States are facing today with regard
Armenia’s chairmanship of the CE to the protection of human rights, the
Committee of Ministers and different further strengthening of democracy |
events related to the CE activities.  and the respect of the rule of law.
Minister Nalbandian noted that During its chairmanship, Armenia will
taking over the CE chairmanship is a endeavour to bring its contribution to
good opportunity and responsibility for strengthening the capabilities of the
Armenia. Onthe one hand, Armeniawill Organisation and to maximising the
lead the CE member-states’ efforts to efforts in addressing the challenges in
develop democratic Europe. On thethe Council of Europe’s fields of ex-
other hand, Europe is facing numerouscellence, with specific focus on issues
challenges, and its progress dependsvhich are the most pertinent and re-
not only on each member-state’s ef-quire immediate action. At the same
forts, but also on the right leadership. time, the Armenian Chairmanship will
The sides also discussed a num-support the ongoing reform processes
ber of issues on the CE agenda. of the Organisation initiated by the
Armeniawill chiar the committee Secretary General.

Karabakh War Veterans Demand Continued from page 1 best candidate positioned to ensure

Higher Pensions that this vibrant area continues to pros-
became a familiar household name toper, and that the city tackles the eco-

YEREVAN -- About 50 veterans get by,” Avetisian told journalists after many residents and community groups,nomic challenges that affect the entire
of the war in Nagorno-Karabakh dem- handing in the letter signed by the pro-who praised him for his dedication and community. We are certain O'Farrell’s
onstrated in Yerevan on Monday to de-testing veterans. “Today | got a phonehard work; including helping restore leadership will continue toimprove CD
mand a rise in modest pensions that arecall from a freedom fighter from Talin the blighted sections of the district, 13, which includes the community of
paid to them for their past military ser- who said that he cannot afford coming and listening to the concerns of to theLittle Armenia, and look forward to

ACA representatives with Council District 13 candidate Mitch O'Farrell

vice. to Yerevan ... and is ready immolate entire community. working with him in the near future.
The small crowd gathered in the himself,” he said. His dedication to improving the All Armenian-Americans in CD 13
city’s Liberty Square and marched to the The protesters were joined outside lives of everyone in the community should vote for O’Farrill who will

prime minister’s office to hand officials the building by Margarit Yesayan, a equally is what separates him from undoubtedly represent the best inter-
there a letter containing their demands.parliament deputy from the ruling Re- other candidates and his commitmentests of not only our community, but
The demonstration was led by publican Party of Armenia (HHK). “I to continuously reach out to the large the entire community. CD 13 includes
Volodya Avetisian, a retired Armenian asked some of them to keep me posted,Armenian constituency within CD 13 the neighborhoods of Little Armenia,
army colonel who began a daily sit-in in she said afterwards. “l will try to be is clear, as he is the only candidate inEast Hollywood, Atwater Village,
the square with the same demands orhelpful.” the race with a campaign Web site inGlassell Park, Echo Park, Silverlake,
Saturday. The lone protest attracted the According to the Armenian De- the Armenian language. and Echo Park.
attention of other participants of the fense Ministry, Defense Minister Seyran "Having the endorsement of the The LA City Municipal elections
1991-1994 war with Azerbaijan. Ohanian supports the veterans’ demandsACA PAC is a great honor for me. | will take place on May 21, 2013. To
One of the protesters, Levon having repeatedly raised the matter withhave deep respect for this organizationfind your polling place, please visit:
Karapetian, lost a leg during fierce fight- the government. and the services and support they pro.www.lavote.net
ing in Karabakh’'s northern Martakert The ministry spokesman, Artsrun vide for Armenian communities The Armenian Council of America
district in 1992. He said he is finding it Hovannisian, told RFE/RL’s Armenian throughout the Los Angeles area.” is dedicated to educating the Arme-
increasingly hard to get by with a monthly service (Azatutyun.am) thatgovernment O'Farrell said. “I stand with the ACAin nian-American community in local
pension of only 65,000 drams ($157). funding for thousands of veterans will solidarity and service to make all our political affairs, as well as actively
“It'sridiculous giventhe existing prices,” rise sharply this year. Most of that in- communities stronger, safer, and morepursuing Armenian-American partici-
Karapetian said as he walked with crutchescrease will be spent on housing con-vibrant." pationin their respective local govern-
towards the government building. struction, Hovannisian said. “Housing is CD 13 has seen many improve- ments, to support political candidates
“People need to get from 100,000 much more important for freedom fight- ments over the last decade, but muchwho share the values of the Armenian
to 200,000 drams in order to be able toers,” he added. remains to be done. O'Farrell is the American community.
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Anna's Diary

The 25th Anniversary of Sumgait Pogroms and Artsakh's Quest for Independence

LOS ANGELES, May 14,2013/
PRNewswire/ -- The following article
is being released by the Public Rela-
tions Department, Consulate General
of the Republic of Armenia in Los
Angeles:

On April 8, 2013 LA City Hall
hosted an event featuring Anna
Astvatsaturian Turcotte, lawyer and
author of a book entitled, "Nowhere, A
Story of Exile" based on her own diary
entries as a young girl documenting
the organized terror in Baku. Below is
an article Anna wrote in which she
reflects on the tragic events of her
childhood and projects them on the
current status of the Nagorno-
Karabakh Republic.

Twenty five years ago the events

A page from Anna's Diary

cessful of the two. This so-called
"Azerbaijan Model" is the height of
intellectual dishonesty. It is a farce.
The Ambassador happily stated that all
faiths and cultures, including Arme-
nians, which he denied were driven out
by the pogroms, are free to worship in
Azerbaijan at the places of worship
that in reality were either destroyed or
taken over by the government, such as
an Armenian Cathedral in the center of
Baku (after it was set on fire). In other
words, the Azerbaijan Model professes
openness and tolerance for all the cul-
tures that no longer exist within its
border.

The absurdity didn't stop there.
When | asked the Ambassador regard-
ing the recent intolerance and violence

thatwould later be named "The Sumgaitand lived; the city which prided itself ored to be invited to the celebration of 1\yard Armenians, and how can this
Pogroms" took place in my home coun- on tolerance, multiculturalism, diver- the 21(st) anniversary of Nagorno- reality coincide with his portrayal of
try, then Soviet Azerbaijan. These po-sity and peace. The mobs were in-Karabakh's independence on Capitolpis country, the Ambassador invited
groms targeted the Armenian popula-formed by the government where Ar- Hill. Shortly before attending the cel- ye to Baku and told me there are tens
tion of the town of Sumgait on 27 menians resided and, with surgical ebration, I satin on aneventsponsoredyf thousands Armenians still living
February of 1988. Violentrioting mobs precision, they attacked only the homesby the Jamestown Foundationin Wash-there -- which | personally know to be

of ethnic Azeris stormed the streetsof Armenians. Inno
and broke into homes of ethnic Arme- cent people died, br
nians of that peaceful city. They at- tally. My family and |
tacked and killed Armenians both on were lucky to have fle
the streets and in their homes, whilethe city a few month
the police observed and let the eventsprior, after over ayeg
unfold and medical personnel refusedof fear and hiding.
to assist the victims. Twenty five

This was the beginning of the years later Nagornd
end of the Soviet Union. The events Karabakh is still fight
were triggered by a movement of lib- ing for its indepen
eration in the ancestral Armenian land dence. The war wit
of Nagorno-Karabakh. In 1920s this Azerbaijan ended in
historic Armenian region was handed ceasefire in 1994. Al
over to Azerbaijan by Joseph Stalin to though the Armenian
instill constanttension in the region. In of Karabakh have fu
the beginning of 1988 Nagorno- control of their bor
Karabakh demanded to be reinstatedders, their own demd
back to Armenia, asserting self-deter- cratically-elected go
mination by a referendum in accor- ernment and a Const
dance with the Soviet Constitution.  tution, along with thei '

Instead of negotiating with the own military and aAnnaand here father Norik in Baku
Armenians of Nagorno-Karabakh, who functioning economy,

made up close to 95% of its popula- the reality of today is that Nagorno- ington, DC. The eventwas intriguingly

untrue. If any Armenians wanted to
use the church, Iskandarov promised,
they only need to identify themselves
to the government and ask. That these
citizens would be outing themselves to
a government that just lionized a con-
victed ethnic axe murderer is notably
left unspoken.

How does one expect a country
that unbelievably prejudiced and vio-
lent toward Armenians, a country that
so outrageously portrays itself as a
beacon of tolerance and a model of
multicultural success to me, an Arme-
nian refugee, to once again gain con-
trol of the region thatis 99% Armenian
in population, regardless of its strong
Armenian history? If Azerbaijan sol-
diers are richly rewarded for brutally
murdering an Armenian soldier in his
sleep in a foreign country, what would
they do to Armenian citizens once they
gain control over their lands?

On the 25(th) anniversary of

tion, the government began an offen-Karabakhis not formally recognized as titled "Interfaith Respect and Dialogue symgait pogroms, | honor the victims.

sive, both militarily in Nagorno-

clearly it isn't enough.

Hungary duringaNATO language course

an independent state. The two decade$ Azerbaijan,” featuring Ambassador Their deaths were senseless. | honor
of democracy and transparency inlIskandarov who is a Chairman of the {he Armenian refugees from Azerbaijan
Karabakh will certainly serve as a baseState Committee of the Republic of 5hq a1 they have been through in the
to its free and independent future. But Azerbaijan for Religious Associations. |55t 25 years. You are not forgotten;
What was surreal about his pre- yoyr pain and suffering will not be in
There is a generation of Azeri sentation was not the blatantly falsevain.Yoursuffering is memorialized in
children that are taught by govern- portrayal of Azerbaijan as a place of Nagorno-Karabakh's freedom, through
ment-regulated schools that Armeniansreligious and cultural tolerance, butthe jis practice of democratic government,
are monsters. Anti-Armenianism government's outrageous assertion thateg| cultural and religious tolerance and
plagues theolicies of that government. other Muslim countries should look to lasting peace. It's time the world recog-
Recently, an Azeri axe murderer who the "Azerbaijan Model" (as opposed to pizes the Nagorno-Karabakh plight for
killed a sleeping Armenian soldier in the secular models) as the more SUCindependence. It is the only way.

exercise was extradited back to Azerbaijan
(for reportedly a hefty price) and was
released as a hero in Baku, with a promo-
tion and a new home. This is the present-
day Azerbaijan.

Now Azerbaijan is free of Arme-
nians. The US State Department warns
Armenian-Americans against traveling
to Azerbaijan. It states that they might
not be able to enter the country of
Azerbaijan because the government can:
not guarantee the protection of Arme-
Karabakh, and internally, against the nians from violence. My five year-old
peaceful citizens of Azerbaijan of Ar- son doesn't understand why he can't se
menian decent. The propaganda ma-Mama's old house. He wants to build a
chine began its operation, fueling an-rocket ship so | can once again visit my
ger and hatred toward Armenians.  home city. My response to himis "Armen,

After months of riots, the vio- my home is where you are safe; my
lence hit home in January of 1990 in home city is long gone.” sy
Baku, the capital city where I was born This past December | was hon-

Anna and her brother hiding athome in
December 1988 during the Kirovabad
massacres
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Mark Geragos Discusses his New Book Dr. Yervant Zorian will Present the

“Mistrial” in Watertown

Objectives and Achievements of
Armenian Virtual College
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Mark Geragos discussing this new book, “Mistrial” in Watertown PASADENA -- The Armenian En-  both the cultural education and social

WATERTOWN, MA --OnMon- justice system where he tried approxi_gineers and Scientists of America communication othgrwise out of the
day, May 6, 2013, The St. Jamesmately 300 cases focusing on criminal (AESA) will be hosting an interesting reach of most Armenian students across
Armenian Men'’s Club, a social dinner and civil trial work. He is the head of lecture on the Armenian Virtual Col- the globe _ _
club that is open to women and fea- Geragos and Geragos, a Los Angeleéege (AVC) - an online learning institu- Dr. Yervant Zorian who is a Fel-
tures compelling Armenian American based law firm founded by his father tion for Armenian studies, as part of low and Chie]_c Ar_chitect of Syn_opsys
speakers hosted America’s go-to ce-Paul (Pops) Geragos who instilled in their lecture series on topics related toCorp, Mountain View, CA. Previously
lebrity attorney, Mark Geragos, as he him that the single most honorable science and engineering. Dr. Yervanthelwa_s the Vi_ce Presid_ent and Chief
and co-author attorney Pat Harris em-thing a man can do is fight for those Zorian, founder and president of the Scientist of Virage Logic Inc, and a
bark on a nine city tour discussing who have no one to fight for them. college, will present the objectives and Distinguished Member of Te_zchnical
their new book, “Mistrial,” (an inside Geragos stated, “l absolutely love achievements of the AVC. The lecture Staff at AT&T Bell Laboratories. He
look at how the criminal justice system being here with my Armenian friends will be held on Monday, June 10, 2013 has authored more than 300 scientific
works ...and sometimes doesn't - in Watertown, which by the way, is at 7:00 pm at Parsons Corporation,papers, four books, holds over 30 US
Gotham Books) and raise funds for the original Glendale (California) to 100 West Walnut Street in Pasadenajpatents, and received numerous best
SOAR (Society for Orphaned Arme- raise funds for SOAR soon after the California91124. scientific paper awards. A Fellow of
nian Relief). recent 98th commemoration of the The Armenian Virtual College the IEEE, he was selected by Elec-

“Mark Geragos’' appearance at Armenian Genocide thatkilled over 1.5 (AVC) is AGBU’s newest educational tronic Engineering Times among the
the St. James Men’s Club dinner re-million Christian Armenians (seizing project. Itis an online learning institu- top 13_inf|uenc_ers on the_semicon-
flects our commitment to providing their property and land) at the hands oftion for Armenian studies initiated in ductor industry in the past fifty years.
quality speakers for the community the Turkish government. My father 2004 by Dr. Yervant Zorian, who had Dr. Zorian was the 2005 recipient of
and our collective interest in helping wanted me to continue his life work long noted the need for an educationalthe prestigious Industrial Pioneer
raise awareness and funds for causesvhich was to make sure that the Ar- Program that better addresses the curAward, and the 2006 recipient of the
that matter. We're continually seeking menian people always have someond€nt demands of the Armenian nation IEEE Hans Karlsson Award. He is
the best and the brightest from theto fight for them.” in the Diaspora and Homeland. The named the General Chair of the 50th
Armenian American community to When referring to his book, technology at the heart of the project Design Automation Conference, to be

bring relevant topics to the forefront,” Geragos discussed some of the drahas beendevelopedlargely in Armeniaheld in June 2013, in Austin, TX.
said Bob Semonian, the Speakers’matic changes that have occurred inwith the collaboration of scientists and Also, he is a member of the AGBU

Committee Chairman. our judicial system that he believes engineers at Yerevan State UniversityBoard of Directors, serves as the
During the sold-out event which has made the system heavily weightedinformation Technology Center for chair of AGBU Silicon Valley Chap-
included over 500 attendees, Mr. toward the prosecution and that this Education and Research. ter, and a trustee of the American
Geragos not only signed books to raiseimbalance has resulted in over- Through the use of both syn- University of Armenia. He is a foreign
funds for orphaned Armenian chil- crowded jails, judges who waver on chronous and asynchronous onlinemember of the National Academy of
dren, he commented on some of thethe bench, D.A.’s who jail innocent communications, AVC allows students Sciences of Armenia.
most compelling and sensational trialspeople and prosecutors with BatmantO learn new material at their own “We would encourage Arme-
of the past 20 years and the cases heomplexes. pace, but also to confer face-to-facenian community to attend this inter-
worked on involving celebrities such Geragos scrutinized the parties with their virtual teachers and class- esting lecture on an interesting topic”
as Michael Jackson, Chris Brown, involved - from defense attorneys to mates. With the latest advances in thesaid AESA Vice-President Vasken
Winona Ryder and Mike Tyson and prosecutors, from jurors to clients, world of virtual education, AVC's mis- Yardemian. “Space is limited, so
talked about his high profile television and from law enforcement and the Sion is, in addition, to create a virtual please RSVP by e-mailing to
career as a regular legal analyst onmedia. He discussed the roles thatl€arning community that can foster areg.gharabegian@parsons.com”
CNN, Fox and ABC shows. each can play in changing the percep-
“Mistrial” (the book), the center- tion of the truth. His book offers a 10- Belarusian and Armenian Presidents
piece of his discussion, up ends thepoint Solutions sheet to begin to fix an o ,
Scales (of Justice) and discusses why‘Out-of -Balance Criminal Justice Sys- Continuedfrom page 1 f‘We expectthatthey will glveth(_e right
“Justice” often is literally blind in this tem.” (Please see attached Geragos/ impetus to the development of bilateral
land of stealth jurors manipulating their Harris 10- Point Solutions) Geragos exploiting such facilities and we hope cooperation,” he said.
way onto cases so they can convict aexplained that it is not an all-inclusive that Armenia will be able to send at Sarkisian said the talks also fo-
defendant, cops who have lied on thelist, but will certainly begin the discus- least a dozen good specialists so thacused on cooperation within the Rus-
witness stand, detectives who sell con-sion. they assist us in the initial stages of sia-led Collective Security Treaty Or-
fidential police information, defense “| hope that by reading my book operating the under-construction ganization (CSTO), which includes
attorneys who are too scared to go tojt will forever change people’s outlook nuclear plant,” he said. several former Soviet republics.
trial and clients eager to bribe judges.as jurors and make everyone think Lukashenko is scheduled to visit "Exactly in one month's time, we
“Mistrial” is based on Geragos’ twice about their rights as a defen- on Tuesday Armenia’s nuclear power Will mark 20 years since the establish-
30-plus year career working within the dant,” said Geragos. plant at Metsamor, more than 30 kilo- ment of diplomatic relations between
meters west of Yerevan. The Soviet- our countries," Sarkisian said. "We are
U.S. Ambassador John Heffern era plant built in the 1970s generatesapproaching this date not merely on a

around 40 percent of the country’s decent level of mutual cooperation but
Continued frompage 1 transparency, competitiveness andgjectricity. with a deep understanding that a posi-
predictability, he emphasized, not- Sarkisian similarly stressed the tive experience of inter-state relations
economy and these talented younging that they always tell Armenian jmportance of the “solid package of We have accumulated over these years
people are the ones that are going topfficials that SMEs need honest com- gocuments” signed after their talks. is our mutual treasure.”
make Armenia a successful, prosper-petition, noting that start-up a busi-

ous country.” ness needs to be sure that the judicia ;
Business requires rule of law, system will be fair. ’ maSSISpOStCOm
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