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ACA-PAC Endorsed City of LA Candidates; Armenian Foreign Minister Speaks at
Eric Garcetti and Mitch O’Farrell, Victorious Oxford University

Armenian Foreign Minister Edward Nalbandian delivering a speech at
Oxford University

ACA representatives with newly elected LA District 13 Councilman Mitch O'Farrell

_ - _ On May 21 Armenian Foreign In 1993, before the signing of

LOS ANGELES -- The City of Armenia District, an area heavily popu- Minister Edward Nalbandian offered ceasefire, the UN Security Council

Los Angeles’ General Election resulted lated with Armenian-Americans, deci- an extended speech on Armenia’s for-adopted four resolutions (822, 853,
in all but one of Armenian Council of sively won a hard-fought race to be- eign policy at the OxfordUniversity. In 874, 884), demanding to suspend the
America Political Action Committee’s come Los Angeles' next Mayor, scor- gitendance were students and lecturmilitary operations and establish an
endorsed candidates winning electioning well with voters across the sprawl- grs of the University, experts and ana-enduring armistice. After the adoption

to office. ing city and even challenging rival |ysts. of each resolution Azerbaijan was re-
In the Mayoral race, three-term Wendy Greuel on her home turf in the Minister Nalbandian referred to fusing to meet the basic requirement,
City Councilman Eric Garcetti, whose Armenian-British relations, the priori- persistently continuing the military
Council District includes the Little Continuedonpage4 ties of the Armenian chairmanship of actions.
the Council of Europe Committee of In May 1994, a Russian-medi-

Turkish-Armenian Journalist Sevan Nisanyan Ministers, the integration processesated ceasefire accord was reached
S . over post-Soviet space, Armenia-EU between Nagorno-Karabakh and
entenced fOI’ Insultlng I’I’Ophet cooperation, a number of international Azerbaijan, with Armenia also joining

ISTANBUL -- An Istanbul court and regional issues. the deal. In February 1995, the new
has sentenced Turkish-Armenian writer Touching upon the Artsakh is- armistice strengthening agreementwas
Sevan Nisanyan to 58 weeks in prison sue, Edward Nalbandian said: “Nagornosigned between Azerbaijan and
for an alleged insult to the Prophet Karabakh adopted a Declaration of Nagorno-Karabakh. ~ However,
Muhammad in a blog post, the Hurriyet Indepe_:ndencg n Septe_mbe_r 1991, inAzerbaijan has not yet shown any re-
Daily News reports. compliance with the legislation of the spect for the agreement.

The prosecutor had been seeking Soviet Union. Inresponse, off|C|_aI Baku Since 1997 the negotiations have
one and a half years of jail time for unleashed massacre and ethnic cleansseen taking place within the framework
Nisanyan on charges of “insulting the ing against Nagorno Karabakh and Ar- of the OSCE Minsk Group mission co-
religious beliefs held by a section of menia with the help of hired service- chaired by Russia, US aridance.
the society.” ' men linked to mercenaries linked to

The sentence cannot be con- ] international terrorist organizations.” Continued on page 4
verted to a financial penalty, but ;urkish'\]Armenianwriter
leanHyan has rt]he rl%ht _ttoh e:)rlmeatl]- evan Nisanyan Russia Will Continue Efforts to Promote

e was charged wi asphemy “Making fun of an Arab leader .

after writing a blog post titled, “[We] who claimed he contacted Allah hun-  Peaceful Settlement of Karabakh Conflict
need to fight hate speech.” dreds of years ago and received politi- - : - - :

The court approved a seven-pagecal, financial and sexual benefits is not _MOSCOW Russia intends to Edward and international medlator§ in
indictment prepared in the course of hate speech,” Nisanyan said in his postcontlnue promoting peacefgl settle- Krakow, Poland._The US Russu’;_m
the inquest. Nisanyan, however, didn’t ment of the Karabakh conflict, Rus- and French mediators said they dis-
plead guilty at the trial. Continued on page 4 sian FM Sergey Lavrov said during a cussed “possible ways to advance the

joint press conference with his peace process” but reported few other

. . . . Azerbaijani counterpart Elmar details.
Reps. Schiff and Grimm Introduce Bipartisan | *" % dyarov. Mammadyarov downplayed the

Resolution to Recognize the Genocide “The status quo is definitely un- significance of the talks, saying that
acceptable to anyone, first of all to the Karabakh peace process remains

WASHINGTON, DC -- Reps. of this crime against humanity. Azerbaijan and Armenia, and those effectively deadlocked. “No concrete
Adam Schiff (D-CA) and Michael “The facts of history are well- wholivein Nagorno Karabakh,” Lavrov issues have been discussed in the last
Grimm (R-NY), along with David settled — 1.5 million Armenian men, stated. one and a half years despite meetings
Valadao (R-CA) and Frank Pallone (D- women and children were deliberately Lavrov added that stability in the of the [foreign] ministers,” he said.
NJ), introduced a bipartisan House murdered in the first genocide of the Caucasus is one of Russia’'s foreign Mammadyarov said he expects
Resolution recognizing and commemo- 20th Century,” Rep. Schiff said. “With policy priorities. Therefore, Russidill progress in resolving the Karabakh
rating the Armenian Genocide in the each passing day, we lose a few morespare no effort to help solve the situation.conflict after elections in Azerbaijan at
House of Representatives. The resolu-of the dwindling number of survivors. “We’'ll do our best to create all the end of this year.
tion calls upon the President to work We should all feel a powerful sense of necessary conditions for the resolu- “[Presidential] elections have al-
toward equitable, constructive, and urgency, and the profound call of moral tion of this issue,” the Russian Minis- ready taken place in Armenia, and they
durable Armenian-Turkish relations duty to recognize the Armenian Geno- ter added. He informed that the Minsk will be held in Azerbaijan at the end of
based upon the Republic of Turkey’s cide unequivocally and withoutdelay.” Group Co-Chairs will arrive in the this year, and | think that it will be

full acknowledgement of the facts and “Almost a century ago, over a region tomorrow. necessary to redouble our efforts so
ongoing consequences of the Arme-million Armenian men, women, and Mammadyarov travelled to Mos- that there is progress in this difficult
nian Genocide, and a fair, just, and cow three days after holding fresh but solvable conflict,” the Azerbaijani

comprehensive international resolution Continuedonpage4 talks with Armenian Foreign Minister minister said.
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Glendale Public Schools to Close on April 24 Armenian Edition of Turkish Writer

_ Elif Shafak’s Book Released
GLENDALE -- Glendale Uni- extends the school year by three days,

fied students and teachers will have but makes Thanksgiving Break a week- YEREVAN -- The Armenian edi-
next April 24 off in commemoration long affair and April 24 a non-instruc- tion of famous Turkish writer Elif
of the Armenian Genocide, follow- tional day. Shafak’s book “The Bastard of
ing an agreement signed by school The Armenian community hosts Istanbul” has been released. It has
officials and the teachers union this several events annually to commemo-been translated by Maro Madoyan-
week. rate the genocide, including a march toAlajajyan. Shafak’s book attracted her
Thousands of students of Arme- the Turkish Embassy, and many stu-not only with its sincerity and deep-
nian descent typically skip class on dents take off to attend. Teachers alsmess, but also with the great literary
April 24 to participate in commemora- often request the day off. value.
tion events, but the high truancy rates During the campaign this spring “It makes the reader think deeper
can decrease the school district's fundfor three school board seats, all candi-about issues of the Armenian Geno-
ing, which is tied to attendance. dates said they supported making April cide. It raises questions, which Tur-
For years, parents, teachers and24 a non-instructional day to allow the key usually keeps silent about,” Maro
school officials have been discussing Armenian community to freely com- Madoyan-Alajajyan told a press con-

Tunrul

making April 24 a non-work day, and memorate the tragedy. ference in Yerevan.
finally next school year the day off will "We have always wanted to have “The Bastard of Istanbul” is MaroMadoyan-Alajajyan
be official. April 24 as anon-work day," said Tami Shafak’s second English-language
The agreement reached onCarlson, president of the teacher'sbook, which has been translated intotities in the mystical and mysterious
Wednesday, which lasts for a year, union. "We're very pleased." nearly 30 languages. After the book city of Istanbul.
was published in 2008, Elif Shafak One rainy afternoon in Istanbul,
Armenia Negotiating With Russia was sued under the unpopular Articlea woman walks into a doctor’'s sur-
. . 301 of the Turkish Penal Code for gery. ‘| need to have an abortion’, she
Over Gas Price SubSldy “insulting Turkishness.” announces. She is nineteen years old
The Armenian edition of the book and unmarried. What happens that af-
YEREVAN -- The Armeniangov- ince, to the Russians. will be presented atthe Arno Babajanyanternoon will change her life.
ernment is discussing with Russian Movsisian also insisted that even Concert Hall on May 30. Twenty years later, Asya Kazanci
officials ways of subsidizing the in- afterthe price hike the Russian gas will The author of the book does not lives with her extended family in

creased cost of Russian natural deliv-be cheaper than natural gas deliverecconceal her true objective of reconciling Istanbul. Due to a mysterious family
ered to Armenia, Energy and Natural to Armenia from neighboring Iran in the two parties. At the same time shecurse, all the Kaznci men die in their
Resources Minister Armen Movsisian smalleramounts. “The Iranian gas pricetries to find an answer to the question ofearly forties, so it is a house of women,
said on Wednesday. is higher than the price set by Russia.whether the sons are responsible for theamong them Asya’s beautiful, rebel-
The government promised such Therefore, it cannot be an alternative crime committed by their fathers. Which lious mother Zeliha, who runs a tattoo
subsidies last week after announcingin terms of the price,” the minister told is the way out, when the perpetrators areparlour; Banu, who has newly discov-
that Russia’s Gazprom giant has raisedreporters on the sidelines of a confer-gone, but the wounds are still there?ered herself as clairvoyant; and Feride,
the gas price by 50 percent. Primeence on the Armenian energy sectorShafak has no definite answer to thesea hypochondriac obsessed with im-
Minister Tigran Sarkisian said it will organized by the U.S. Embassy inquestions, but she understands that sipending disaster.
cut the new gas tariff for Armenian Yerevan. lence and denial will bring no solution to And when Asya’s Armenian-
households, which is due to be set by According to official data, Ar- the issue. American cousin Armanoush comes
state utility regulators soon, by 30 menia imported around 500 million Elif Shafak’'s The Bastard of to stay, long hidden family secrets
percent. cubic meters of gas from Iran last year |stanbul is a tale of an extraordinary connected with Turkey’s turbulent past
Sarkisian did not specify the through a pipeline that was completed family curse and clashing culturaliden- begin to emerge.
sources of financing the price dis- in 2007. The total volume of Russian

count. Other officials suggested that gas supplies stood at almost 2 billion Armenian Defense Chief’s Helicopter
the promised subsidies are unlikely to cubic meters in 2012. s
be financed from the Armenian state Opposition politicians and other Reportedly Comes Under Azeri Fire
budget. government critics have faulted the .

Commenting on the issue, authorities for the modest volume of YEREVAN -- Ahelicopter carry-

Movsisian said, “Negotiations are still Iranian gas deliveries. Vartan Ayvazian, ing Armenian Minister Defense Minis-
going on with the Russian side, andthe chairman of an Armenian parlia- t€f Seyran Ohanyan to one of the
relevant discussions are also takingment committee on economic issues,Military units stationed close to the
place in our government. After sum- indicated on Tuesday that the Russiang0rder with Azerbaijan came under
ming up all this we will say how those have prevented Yerevan increasingAZerifire on Sunday morning, reports
issues are going to be solved.” them. He claimed that the Armenian & local daily, citing eyewitness ac-
Movsisian did not clarify just part of the pipeline from Iran was counts. '
how Gazprom or the Russian govern-handed over to Armenia’s Gazprom- The Aravot paper says residents
ment could help Yerevan raise fundscontrolled gas distribution network Ofthevillage of Voskeparin Armenia’s
for the subsidies. In that context, he under pressure from Moscow. Noyemberyan province saw bullets be-
ruled out the possibility of selling Movsisian flatly denied that, how- ing released in the direction of the low-
Armenia’s largest hydroelectric plant, ever. “There has never been such prestlying helicopter from the Azerbaijani

located in southeastern Syunik prov- sure,” he said. side of the border.
A Defense Ministry spokesman

. . neither confirmed nor denied this in-
Government Turns TO Blg Busmess formation, saying that no traces of

in Hailstorm Relief Effort bullets were found on the helicopter days after fresh Armenian-Azerbaijani
afterwards. talks at the level of foreign ministers on

YEREVAN -- The Armenian gov- One of Karapetian’s deputies, Rob- Defense Minister Ohanyan spent the possible resolution of the Nagorno-
ernment has appealed to the country’sert Markarian, said on Wednesday thatabout two hours at the military unit in Karabakh conflict.
leading businesspeople to donatethe private sector should also care abouNoyemberyan where a conscript al- After the meeting between
money for thousands of farmers whosethe villagers. “The government is not |egedly killed one fellow serviceman Armenia’s Edward Nalbandian and
crops were destroyed by a powerful dodging responsibility,” he told RFE/ and gravely wounded another follow- Azerbaijan’s Elmar Mammadyarov in
hailstorm on May 12. RL’s Armenian service (Azatutyun.am). ing a quarrel on May 15. He returned to Krakow, Poland, last Friday, the inter-

In a letter sent to about 100 large “It's just a matter of citizens bearing Yerevan on the same helicopter. national mediating mission represented
private firms this week, Agriculture responsibility [for the farmers’ plight.]” Cross-border shooting is not a rare by the American, Russian and French
Minister Sergo Karapetian said the gov- Hundreds of affected farmers occurrence in the northeastern sectionco-chairs of the OSCE Minsk Group
ernment has set up a special fund adave staged angry protests since thefthe Armenian-Azerbaijaniborder. The reiterated the need to avoid actions or
part of its efforts to repair the devas- disaster, repeatedly blocking a majorreported shooting at the Armenian de-rhetoric that could raise tensions or
tation caused to Armenia’s southern highway in Armavirto demand thatthe fense minister’s helicopter came two damage the peace process.
Armavir province. government fully compensate them for

More than 40 provincial villages their massive losses. The most recenthe road and wait until the government on financial compensation demanded
were seriously affected by hail. In demonstration took place there oncalculates the overall monetary value by farmers. But echoing statements by
many of them, farmers lost entire an- Monday. Karapetian as well as Deputy of the damage caused by hail. other government officials, he made
ticipated harvests, their sole sourcesPrime Minister Armen Gevorgian met Makarian said the funds contrib- clear that the government cannot com-
of revenue this year. the protesters to urge them to unblockuted by entrepreneurs would be spentpensate them in full.

Defense Minister Seyran Ohanyan
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Mexican Intellectuals Outraged by Bruno Didn't Know the Armenian-Turkish
Azerbaijani Ambassador’s Comparison of Border Was Closed: A Traveller's Tale
Jose Sarukhan with Himmler

By Narek Aleksanyan
Hetg.am

MEXICO CITY -- Mexican Pro- - \-
fessor at the Center for Economic

Research, Jean Meyer responded tg 2
the article of llgar Mukhtarov, the et -
Azerbaijani Ambassador to Mexico, i

published in the newspaper "Milenio".
The Ambassador’s article contains of-
fensive remarks about the distinguished
representative of the Armenian
Diaspora in Mexico, former rector
Jose Sarukhan (Sarukhanyan).

As the author notes, Azerbaijani
ambassador tried to express his dis
content about dismantling of the monu-
ment dedicated to Heydar Aliyev which

24 year-old Brung
Rasmussen hails fro
the city of Bordeaux.
s Last September
i left France without 3
penny in his pocket a
hit the open road.
‘ far, Bruno has travelle

to Germany, Poland
Ukraine, Georgia an
Armenia.

| met Bruno by
chance in Yerevan’'s metro as we bothleave France and travel so far afield?

Bruno Rasmussen

was installed in the Park of Mexico J0S€ Sarukhan got out at the Republic Square station. First off, | like to experience new
City, by venting it on the representa- He was asking for directions to the things and Armenia was a piece of
tive of the Armenian community, and Azerbaijani authorities just like an oil. post office. exotica for me. The second reason is
comparing him with Himmler who was The hatred that spread as fire after the I had a number of questions to my love of the mountains. Don’t laugh,
guilty in the genocide of Jews and collapse of the Soviet Union almost ask this happy go lucky world traveller but | always saw the Caucasus Moun-
Gypsies. irrevocably changed the ethnic picture and Bruno graciously complied. tains in my dreams even though | had
"Atthe sametime, the Azerbaijani in the eastern part of the South Bruno told me that he graduated never seen them in person. Coming to

ambassador denies the historical factCaucasus. This hatred should not mani-as an ecologist from Toulouse Univer- Georgia and Armenia was a dream
of the mass killings of Armenians in fest itself in Mexico," the author said. sity and specializes in butterflies. His come true for me.
the Azerbaijani city of Baku in 1990. “Tempo enlinea” has also touched fatheris a Dane and his mother French. What are the differences be-
The tragedy was of such a big scalethis topic. Representative of Mexican The young man decided to spend somaween the mountains of Georgia
that Moscow was urged to send para-intellectuals Fernando Merano Migayon time travelling since work prospects in and Armenia?
troopers under the command of writes here thatthe Azerbaijaniambas-France aren’t so promising right now | stayed in Georgia for one month.
Alexander Lebed. Mr. Ambassador sador, who was unable to preserve theand it's too early to think about getting Walking through the mountains and
could not admit the fact that the eventsmonument of Dictator Heydar Aliyev married and raising a family. forests, | wouldn’t meet another per-
that occured in Baku (and Sumgait) in the center of Mexico City, writes “It was only reaching Armenia son for days. It's not like that in
were much worse than the eventslampoons about Jose Sarukhan who ighat | found that the border was closedArmenia. Even in the most remote
taken place in Khojalu, which occurred a respected man in Mexico, and whowith Turkey. So I'll have to go back to mountain valley a shepherd will sud-
two years later, as far as his govern-had expressed his competent opinionGeorgia and cross over from there. I'll denly appear with his large flock. Dur-
ment, rather to say the government ofon this subject. trek through Turkey, spend some timeing my next expedition | will try to
the son of ex-president, had already The author notes that Josein the Balkans and then head back tospend more time in Armenia. | really
punished the famous Azerbaijani writer Sarukhan, the great Rector, who is oneFrance,” Bruno told me, adding that like the place and its people.
Akram Aylisli for writing an unforgiv-  of the brightest minds among the Mexi- he’s glad that he decided to visit Arme- The two of us then headed to the
able things in his book - for telling canintellectuals andis a Nobel laureatenia. Kilikia Bus Station on foot. As we
about the mass killings of Armenians does not need anyone's protection when Did you know anything about crossed the Haghtanak Bridge, |
in Baku, to which Heydar Aliyev in- he expresses his position on an issuéArmenia before coming here? pointed out the Ararat Cognac Factory
cited, trying to harm the reformer - that has touched his family directly. Not really. But it's not because | to Bruno and told him that it had been
Gorbachev," Jean Meyer writes. The Armenian Genocide and the never picked up a history book. It's sold to the French. | wanted to see
Hereat, the intervention of the Nagorno Karabakh conflict were the just because | prefer to get an ideawhat Bruno’s reaction would be.
Soviet army, which saved the lives of reason why this honorable man be-about something by seeing it the one - I didn’t know about the French
many Armenians, is presented as thecame one of the best representativegime rather than hearing about it a connection. Butl had heard that Ararat
"bloody suppression of the democratic of the Mexican intelligentsia. thousand times. is considered one of the finest cognacs
movement of the army of the totalitar- "The most ridiculous, disturbing So what have you learnt about in the world. They always talk about
ian empire of evil," and the killed rebels and regrettable thing here is that theArmenia by being here? American imperialism but there’s
were buried in the Shahid Alley. Topic arguments of the Azerbaijani Ambas- Well, Ifirstlearntaboutthe Geno- hardly a word about the French variety
of Armenian killings in Azerbaijanisa sador are a clear result of foolishness,cide. Then | started to read about yourwhich is omnipresent. In the Ukraine,
taboo, and an elderly writer Aylisliwas narrow-mindedness and prejudice," history. But what really interested me for example, the biggest supermarket
accused of breaking this taboo. Migayon writes, and notes that the was Armeniaitself, the people. By way is Carrefour. | also spotted a lot of
According to the Stalinistor Nazi Azerbaijani ambassador stated he waf comparison, let me say that in Po- French stuff in Georgia and Armenia.
tradition, that is to say by the totalitar- not surprised by the Armenian roots of land | would have to go knocking on Saying goodbye to Bruno at the
ian way, a baiting started against Aylisli; Jose Sarukhan. Meanwhile, the authorseveral doors to find a place to crashbus station, | asked if | could get in
his books were being burnt across thenotes that the ambassador would befor the night. Here in Armenia, espe- touch with him via Facebook to send a
country, the author was deprived of all surprised to learn about Sarukhan’scially walking through the villages, copy of our conversation. | was pleas-
the awards and pensions, as it was thelebating skills, if he bothered himself people would come to the street andantly surprised to hear that he’s not
decision of President Ilham Aliyev, the to check them. Or he would be evenwave their hands to invite me inside. registered on any social website. He
head of the distinguished Ambassadormore surprised to learn that the ethnicArmeniais an ideal country to travel by uses the internet only to receive email

of Azerbaijan. One of the political par- origins of people does not affect nei- bus. and to read academic literature.

ties even offered 10,000 euros to ather on their arguments, nor on the But what about your other ex- - Social websites, especially
patriot who cuts off the "traitor’s" ear. facts. penses? | mean, you still have to Facebook, wouldn’t afford me the time
The thing is that the author compares According to Migayona eat. to truly live, to experience the world

the killings of Armeniansin Sumgaitin ambassador’s comparison of Sarukhan These things are easier to solveand its people. I've been travelling
1988 and in Baku in 1990 with the with Himmler was so offensive that it than finding a place to sleep. I've beenaround for less than a year now, but
massacre of Armenians that were car-is unbelievable how the diplomat could in Armenia for two weeks now and I'm convinced that travelling is the
ried out in his native village Aylis. do that, unless he understands what hevill be leaving today. | have been easiest and most convenient way for
"Though the Azerbaijani ambas- is talking about, or unless he reacts asstaying in a small out of the way village me to satisfy my interests. While |
sador to Mexico says that "Armenian Aliyev, the head of his country, who in Lori called Halavar. A family gave might have discovered many new
Bolshevik Stepan Shaumyan carriedrejects and omits any person who doesne a place to sleep and | helped outthings via Facebook, | would have

out genocide against the Azerbaijanisnot share his point of view. with the household chores. | also learntexperienced much less. Life is truly
in 1918," in reality destruction of the "Thisis aselective memory. How- to make yoghurt. interesting, especially outside the world
Armenians, that had begun in 1915 inever, there are no such bad texts which So how do you pay your travel of social websites. All that | see and
the Ottoman Empire, continued. Ac- teach nothing. Thanks to Mr. expenses? experience, like this conversation we
cording to Amiram Grigorov, the Mukhtarov we learntthatin Armenian | find odd jobs to do. In the are having, | write down in my diary at
Aliyev dynasty cultivates a "culture of the surname of Don Jose soundsUkraine, | worked at a horse racing the end of the day. It's a way for me to
absolute and concentrated hatred to-'Sarukhanyan." Thank you for your track for a while. relive all that | have lived and felt, even
wards its neighbors — the Armenians —contribution, your majesty," ironically What exactly motivated you to  down to the tiniest detail.

which serves as a fuel for the says the author. ey
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Carolyn Mugar Receives Honorary Degree on Armenian Foreign Minister Speaks at
Behalf of Farm Aid and Armenia Tree Project Oxford University

WORCESTER, MA -- Clark Uni- “Yes it's good to think ahead, to Continuedfrompage1 the settlement principles. Updated op-
versity held its 109th Commencement plan, but often the best thing is to simply tions of the basic principles were in-
on Sunday, May 19.Degrees wereact.Just take that first uncertain step, The Minsk Group Co-Chairs are troduced and discussed at the meet-
granted to 1,096 graduates: 523 baccaand then take the next, and keep going,"making efforts in two main directions: ings.
laureate, 541 masters, and 32 doctoralsaid Mugar. “Don’t spend any time stand- elaboration of basic principles of con- At the latest summit in Kazan

Carolyn Mugar, executive director ing still in fear about which road to take. flict settlement and implementation of (June 2011), as well as the meetings in
of Farm Aid, and founder of the Armenia Just get moving. Life happens when youconfidence-building measures. Sochi (March 2011), Astrakhan (Oc-
Tree Project, delivered the Commence-make choices, when you take action.” In the frameworks of the OSCE tober 2011), St. Petersburg (June
ment address and imparted lessons from  The philanthropist/activist reas- ministerial conference held in November 2010) etc, Baku rejected all the settle-
the early days of both organizations.Mugarsured the graduates that the future would2007, the mediators proposed to thement principle proposed by the Minsk
was married to the late John T. O’Connor,be okay because of what they them-parties the basic principles for settling Group co-chairs.
who served as a Clark Trustee from 1997selves will do. the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, better The Azerbaijani side pretends to
to 2001.0’Connor died at the age of 46. “With ordinary human courage and known as the Madrid Proposals. have adopted the option tabled in 2009,

“Don’t wait for your life to begin,”  vision, with the particular special tools Azerbaijan was rejecting the docu- by naming it an updated version. It
she urged the graduates. “When you se€lark has given each of you, with the ment for around a year, seeking for amay look as though the other options
what's wrong, there is ALWAYS some- hands-on experience you already havesolution in other instances. Particularly, are outdated. But it is necessary to note
thing you can do, no matter what your together with others, you have the ca-in 2008, Azerbaijan submitted to the UN that Azerbaijan has certain reserva-

age.” pacity to do what needs to be done,” sheGeneral Assembly a resolution which tions and changes with regard to even
Mugar told the story of Farm Aid, said. reflected the Azerbaijani distorted posi- the 2009 option.
and how musician Willie Nelson, whose Mugar accepted an honorary de-tion on the problem. The resolution was Baku has rejected not only the

original plan was to host just one concertgree of Doctor of Humane Letters on passed, with only 39 of the 192 UN proposals on settlement principles but
to raise money and awareness for familybehalf of Farm Aid and the Armenia Tree member states voting in favor, mostly also the confidence strengthening mea-
farmers, sparked a movement and earne®roject—two organizations, she said, the member states of the Islamic Con-sures — particularly, strengthening of
himself a reputation as the most commit- “that know the importance of courage, ference. The three co-chairing countriesceasefire, withdrawal of snipers from

ted visible supporter of family farmers. vision, and community.” — the US, Russia and France — votedthe Line of Contact and elaboration of
against, while none of the EU member mechanisms for probes into the

. . . states, including the United Kingdom, ceasefire violations — proposed by the

ACA-PAC Endorsed Clty of LA Candldates’ supported the rgsolution. ’ international communi?y aFI)’ld enjog//ing

Eric Garcetti and Mitch O’Farrell, Victorious “The co-chairing countries’ lead- its full support.

, ers adopted resolutionsin L’Aquila (2009) Azerbaijan not only refuses to
Continuedirom page 1 the City Clerk’s final tally of the votes. 34 Muskoka (2010), unveiling the basic accept the confidence strengthening
The results are still subject to review principles and elements proposing theirmeasures, but also provokes tensions

San Fernando Valley. and confirmation by the City Council. ggjytions to the problem. In the state-on the Line of Contact with Karabakh

Garcetti took 54% of the vote “Thanks all! Final results in & we won  ents adopted in Deauville (2011) andand the Armenian border, exacerbat-
compared with 46% for Greuel. Some by just over 6%, said O'Farrell in a | o5 Cabos (2012), the heads of the codng the situation and leading to new
mail-in ballots must still be counted, Twitter post early this morning. “We chairing states reiterated their previoushuman losses.
but they are not expected to signifi- made history!” remarks, highlighting the importance of Despite the co-chairs’ continu-

cantly change the results. In the L.A. city controller's race, 4 exclusively peaceful settlementoftheing calls to prepare their countries’
Mitch O’Farrell, a former Coun- Ron Galperin, a little-known Century gnflict. population for peace instead of war,

cil District advisor to Garcetti, emerged City lawyer, defeated three-term City Statements on the Nagorno- the Azerbaijani authorities continue —
victoriously over labor organizer and Councilman and friend of the Arme- karapakh conflict settlement were on the highest level - the arms race, the
former Public Works Commissioner nian American community, Dennis Zine adopted at the OSCE ministerial con-war threats, the belligerent statements
John Choi in Tuesday’s election to in unofficial election results. Galperin ference in Helsinki (2008), Athens and the xenophobia rhetoric breeding
replace termed-out Eric Garcetti as polled 56% of the vote compared with (2010), Almaty (2011), Vilnius (2012) hatred. The most cynical provocation
representative of Council District 13, 44% for Zine. and Dublin, and at the OSCE summit in that we saw in August was the release
according to unofficial results. The Armenian Council of America astana (2010). of Ramil Safarov, the man killer, after

O'Farrell's deep roots in the dis- is dedicated to educating the Arme- Armenia has hailed all the above- the extradition from Hungary, and his
trictand extensive knowledge of neigh- nian-American community in local mentioned statements, expressing will-glorification as a hero.
borhood issues helped him overcomepolitical affairs, as well as actively ingness to reach a settlement based It was quite recently that the
campaign spending in favor of Choi pursuing Armenian-American partici- ynon the proposals reflected in the Azerbaijani state subjected writer
totaling nearly three times as much aspation in their respective local govern- giatements. Akram Aylisli to torture just because
the money backing O’Farrell. O'Farrell ments, to support political candidates Unlike Armenia, Azerbaijanhasnot he had addressed the Azerbaijani po-
captured 53.05% of the vote com-who share the values of the Armeniansg far accepted the basic principles andggroms against the Armenians in his
pared to 46.94% for Choi, according American community. elements as a whole integrity. Instead ofnovel. Aylisli’'s books were burned in
accepting the proposals, Baku is makingpublic. A state award was promised to

Reps. Schiff and Grimm Introduce Bipartisan primitive attempts to refer only to the anyone who would agree to cut his ear.
status quo unacceptability wording. If The writer was forced to seek asylum

Resolution to Recognize the Genocide Azerbaijan is really against maintaining beyond the borders of Azerbaijan.
the status quo, it should have long ago Despite Azerbaijan’s provocative
Continued frompage 1 horrific acts runs deep as many Arme- adopted statements by the three co-chairsand non-constructive policies, Armenia
nian-Americans in my district personally The president of the Russian Fed- will continue — together with the world

innocent children were mercilessly put know a friend or family member who eration has organized 11 meetings withcommunity — its efforts towards reach-
to death by forces of the Ottoman was unable to escape the genocide. Wehe Armenian and Azerbaijani presi- ingan exclusively peaceful settlement of
Empire in a horrifying attempt to wipe must ensure that the United States govdents since 2008 in order to coordinatethe Karabakh conflict.”

them from the face of the earth,” said ernment properly acknowledges what

Rep. Grimm. “The U.S. has tirelessly so many already know to be true.” Turkish-Armenian Journalist Sevan Nisanyan
defended justice and human rights “The time for the U.S. to offi- o _

throughout the world, and we have acially recognize the Armenian Geno- Continued from page 1 pianist Fazil Say was also handed a
solemn duty to recognize, once and forcide is long overdue,” said Congress- suspended 10-month prison sentence

all, the injustices of the Armenian Geno- man Frank Pallone, Co-Chair of the lastyear. “Itis an almost kindergarten- for blasphemy, after a case that drew
cide. On behalf of the Armenian com- Congressional Caucus on Armenianlevel test of what is called freedom of national and international reaction.
munity in New York City, | am proud Issues. “Armenian stands as a resilientexpression.” Say had been the focus of a legal
to join with my colleagues on both ally of the United States and a nation On May 22, the day of the sen- battle after he retweeted several lines,
sides of the aisle in introducing Arme- dedicated to democracy and regionaltencing, Nisanyan retweeted his blog attributed to poet Omar Khayyam in
nian Genocide Truth and Justice Act.” stability, and the Resolution introduced post, writing, “Let’s share the article April 2012, saying, “You say its rivers
Congressman Valadao stated,today shows that we will not stand idly that was sentenced to 13-and-a-halfwill flow in wine. Is the Garden of

“Many of those able to flee during the by when the truth of this genocide is months at the Istanbul 10th Criminal Eden a drinking house? You say you
genocide immigrated to the United distorted by the Turkish government.” Court for insulting religious bla-bla.”  will give two houris to each Muslim. Is
States and settled in California. Today, Ninety-eight years ago, the sys- Last month, renowned Turkish the Garden of Eden a whorehouse?”
their families continue to grow, thrive, tematic and deliberate annihilation cam-
and instill their cultural heritage in their paign was launched by the govern-nian Genocide has been recognized byRussia, as well as the European Parlia-
adopted communities. However, the mentofthe Ottoman Empire againstits more than 20 nationsincluding Canada,ment, it has not been formally recog-
sense of loss as a result of theseArmenian population. While the Arme- Italy, Sweden, France, Argentina and nized by the U.S. Congress in decades.
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BENEFIT CONCERT FOR

- " : DANCE ACADEMY

- Directors VARTAN & SIRANUSH GEVORKIAN
* #I' Choreographer SONA GEVORKIAN

LEYLA
SARIBEKYAN

X1DOLBY THEATFE. " 5

6801 HOLLYWOOD BLVD LOS ANGELES, CA 90028

JUNE 9, 2013 6:00 pm

FOR TICKETS
818.618.2348 - ltsmyseat.com/HyeAid

818.265.0506 ticketmaster-




