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President Sarkisian Attending Vilnius Summit S.D. Hunchakian Party Meeting with
Survey Shows 64% of Armenians Support Artsakh President Bako Sahakyan

Customs Union Membership ]

YEREVAN -- President Serzh |lham Aliyev, of Azerbaijan, and Ukrai-
Sarkisian will represent Armenia at the nian leader Viktor Yanukovych, will be
third Eastern Partnership summit dueamong the leaders attending the sum
to be held in Vilnius, Lithuania, later mit.
this week, his press office confirmed The summit will be chaired by
on Tuesday. the President of the European Council,

“On November 28, President Herman van Rompuy who, together
Serzh Sarkisian will leave for the Re- with the President of the European
public of Lithuaniato participate inthe Commission José Manuel Barroso, will
summit of leaders of the Eastern Part-represent the European Union.
nership states in Vilnius,” the Arme-
nian leader’s press service said. “In Armenians Support
Vilnius the president will also attend Customs Union Membership
European People’s Party and Eastern About 66% of Armenians sup-
Partnership leaders’ meeting. Bilateral port the decision to join the Customs
meetings of the president are alsoUnion, according to the results of a —~
planned within the framework of the recent survey, Director of the Arme- GLENDALE -- On November 26 among them were the strategically im-
visit,” it added. nian Representation of the Gallup In- 2013, a delegation representing the Soportant construction of the Vardenis-

According to the European Com- ternational Aram Navasardyan told re- cial Democratic Hunchakian Party Martakert Highway, Armenia's recog-
mission, five of the six Eastern Part- porters today. headed by €ntral Committee Board nition of the independence of Artsakh,
nership member states, including Ar- The public opinion poll was con- member Dr. Harry Sarafian, S.D.H.P. cooperation between Artsakh and
menia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Ukraine ducted among 1,067 adults in Yerevanwestern U.S.A Executive Committee Diaspora, as well as current issues and
and Moldova, will be represented by and provinces from October 9 to 16. members; Chairman Mr. Gabriel challenges to Artsakh and the region.

their heads of state or governmentand ~ Aram Navasardyan, chairing the Moloyan; Mr. Suren Khudanyan, and President Sahakyan expressed his
only Belarus will be represented by the Massis Weekly Editor in kief, Dr.  gratitude to the party for continuous
country’s foreign minister. President Continuedonpage4  ArshagKazanjian held ameeting withthe support shown to Artsakh, and for
President of the Republic of Nagorno- active work in preservation of the
*11 . Karabakh Mr. Bako Sahakyan. Armenian national identity abroad.
1.460 Million Euros Raised at The meeting was also attended Regarding the proposed union of
Pan_European Phonethon by Mr. David Babayan; Presidential Armenia to the Russian led Customs

Press Spokesman for the Republic ofUnion, the President stated “this is not
Nagorno-Karabakh, Robert Avetisyan, in any way a form of pressure from
the United States Representative of theRussia, but rather the economic imple-
=4 Nagorno Karabakh Republic, newly mentation that will result in a sharp
4 appointed Consul General of the Re-increase in State revenues.”
public of Armenia to Los Angeles, Mr. The meeting concluded with the
& Sergey Sarkisov, and Assistant ConsulS.D.H.P. delegation wishing the Presi-
Mr. Artak Galstyan. dent continued success and the con-
Over the course of the meeting tinual economic and strategic develop-
various issues were discussed, chiefment of Artsakh.

o U.S. Firm to Invest $180 Million in
Armenia’s Energy Sector

PARIS -- The Pan-European gratitude to the whole staff of the
Phoneton organized under the frame-France office of the “Hayastan” all-
work of the Hayastan All-Armenian Armenian Fund, headed by director of
Fund’s Telethon 2013 raised ¢1.460 the Fund’s local body in France Bedros
million. The Phoneton was held on Terzian, to all the volunteers, directly i
November 21-24 in France. The involved inthe Phonethon, underlining i
pledged amount is 40,000 euros morethat the Armenians of Europe always

than last year. stood by Artsakh, supporting our re-
"The funds donated by the Arme- public in every possible way.
nian community of France will be used The Phonethon was held ahead WASHINGTON, DC -- Wash- day, the investment by the American

to continue the construction of commu- of the annual telethon which is usually ington and Yerevan have welcomed company, Contour Global, in Armenia’s
nity centers in Nagorno-Karabakh andtoconducted on November 28 in the what has been announced as the Iarghydropower sector amounts to $180
assist Syrian Armenians. Part of the USA. The proceeds from this year’'s est investment yet by a private U.S. million.
amount will be used to stimulate agricul- telethon will be used to complete the company in Armenia and the first in “This investment, which is ex-
ture in Armenia’s region of Tavush re- construction of the strategically im- the South Caucasus nation’s energypected to be partially financed by the
gion," the Fund said in a statement. portant road stretching from Arme- sector. U.S. Overseas Private Investment Cor-
On November 21st, Nagorno nian Vardenis to Nagorno-Karabakh’s According to the media note re- poration, represents the largest U.S.
Karabakh Republic Bako Sahakyan vis-Martakert. The road is 72 miles long leased by the U.S. Department of Stateprivate investment in Armenia’s his-
ited the head office of the European and is expected to directly benefit 30 after the 22nd United States-Armeniatory and the first U.S. investment in
Phonethon to help in the campaign. villages along its way. The project is Joint Economic Task Force (USATF)
President Sahakyan expressed hisexpected to cost $30 million. meeting in Washington, DC, on Fri- Continued onpage 4
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Russia Widens Military Presence in Armenia Huge Gravesite Found in Karmir Blur

Excavations

YEREVAN — The Armenian gov-
ernment gave on Thursday the formal
green light to the deployment of about
two dozen Russian combat helicopters
that will significantly boost Russia’s
military presence in Armenia.

The government allocated two
plots of land to the Russian military
base in the country which will be used
by its helicopter squadron.

One of them is located inside the
Yerevan'’s Erebuni military airport that clarify whether this wording means
currently hosts both Armenian and that some of the helicopters will be
Russian warplanes. The governmentgiven to the Armenian armed forces.
said the Russians will build there afuel The ministry spokesman, Artsrun
depot for the choppers. Hovannisian, said only that the deploy-

The other property is located ment is part of growing Russian-Ar-
nearby. A government statement re-menian military cooperation. “The i i i RS -
ferred to it as a “cantonment” where Russian side has repeatedly spoken YEREVAN — A huge cemetery tombs only under the road being con-
the helicopter gunships and their Rus-about the enlargement of its military found as a result of three-year archaeostructed.

sian pilots will be based. base,” he told RFE/RL’s Armenian |ogical excavations in the ancient site of The Kings of Van viewed the
first made public last month by Colo- Hovannisian also stressed, “The huge scientific significance, says Hakob finest wines were produced. Hakob

nel Aleksandr Petrov, the commander Erebuni airport will in no case be fully Simonyan, head of the expedition andSimonyan says 0.5 min liters of wine
of the aviation unit of the Russian base.handed over [to the Russians] because®irector of the Historical Cultural Heri- was kept in the pantries of Karmir
Petrov said the Russian military also the airport also hosts an Armenian airtage” research center of the Ministry of Blur. Huge reserves of grain were also
plans to modernize its 16 MiG-29 force unit.” Culture. According to him, the archaeo- kept in the city.
fighter jets stationed in Armenia. Russian and Armenian officials logical materials found at the site could Among the most important items
An explanatory note released by announced in June that that Russia willgive an answer to a number of questionsiound at the site were the four idols —
the Armenian governmentrevealed thathelp Armenia expand its relatively small about the residents of the area, theirtuff tiles with holes in the shape of
Russian and Armenian defense offi- air force within the framework of the perceptions of the afterlife and their eyes. Scientists assume the idols pro-

cials agreed on the helicopter deploy- Collective Security Treaty Organization burial rituals. tected the peace of the dead. It's now
mentatameetingin Yerevan last April. (CSTO). But they did not elaborate. Karmir Blur or Teishebaini was unclear whether the people buried in
“The Russian side offered to strengthen Earlier this year, Moscow re- the capital of the 5th century Kingdom the cemetery were from the same fam-

the Russian military base No 102 andportedly bolstered the base headquar-of Van (better known as Urartu), which ily, nationality or represented com-
to that end 18 helicopters are due to beered in Armenia’s second city of is presently located near the city of pletely different ethnic groups. The

provided to the Republic of Armeniain Gyumriwith Iskander-M ballistic mis- Yerevan in Armenia. answer to this question will become
November,” it said. siles capable of striking targets up to The site was once an Araratian clear after a DNA test. Samples have
The Defense Ministry refused to 400 kilometers fortress and governmental centre with already been sent to Copenhagen.
towered and buttressed perimeter According to Hakob Simonyan,
Armenian Economy Considered walls, massive gates, a parade groundkarmir Blur contains an exceptional

) . within its walls, and storage rooms archaeological material, which could
‘Most MOHOpOllZCd’ Among Ex-Soviet States thatentirely occupied the groundfloor. give answers to a number of ques-
The site of the city, palace and citadeltions. He says as many as 5,000 arti-

YEREVAN -- Arme- together measure over 110 acres (0.45acts could be found at the site. Where

1% percent of markeis ane domdnated by monopalies comgared to ai

nia has the most monop averag of 6 poroant for okher sconomies in tha naglo km2). they will be kept is a different ques-
lized economy amon Hakob Simonyan says the King- tion. Sholars are confident that it's
former Soviet Union an{ - dom of Van has always been in the high time for Armenia — a country with
Eastern European cou| ' spotlight of scientists. However, no a powerful cultural heritage — to have a
tries, according to a ne e graveyard had ever found on the hugeAnthropological and Urartian Centers.
report released by th - territory until the decision was made to As for the excavations at Karmir
World Bank (WB). : construct a highway bypassing Blur, Hakob Simonyan says both the
The report entitleq Yerevan, which could only pass through Eurasian Bank and the Yerevan City
“Re-Engineering a Ney Karmir Blur. Hall have promised that no historic
Growth Model for Arme- I I I ittt As a result of three-month re- monument will be destroyed and the
nia: Accumulation, Com ’ Py, / search work scholars have foundroad will be constructed only after the
petition, and Connectiv densely located tombs. There are 500area is fully investigated.
ity” was presented at the
WB Yerevaq office on Wednesday. fo_r a new groyvth mod_el for job cre- Aznavour Sings fOl‘ Peace
According to the report, about ationin Armenia. It outlines four areas
20 percent of Armenia’s economy be- crucial for that purpose, including TEL AVIV — French-Armenian

longs to monopolies, which is the high- higher investment and better financial singer Charles Aznavour, who is giv-
est rate among former Eastern blocintermediation between savers and in-ing five concert in Israel, said “he had
countries, while along with oligopolies vestors, private sector-led job creationcome to sing for peace” during a press
(when two or three players dominate and improvement of workers’ skills, conference on Friday in Tel Aviv.
the market) monopolies control nearly stronger competitive pressures in the “| was offered to sing for peace, [
two-thirds of Armenia’s economy. markets for goods and services tol could not refuse,” said the singer of
“A limited number of companies improve incentives for companies to 89 years, who lamented not being able
are dominant in the main sectors, theinnovate, adopt new technologies, andto sing for the Palestinian public also.
share of monopolies and oligopolies in become more efficient. “Atfirst | told the organizers that
the entire economy remains high,” said “Competition is thus of crucial if | go to Israel, | want to sing also in
World Bank senior economist Gohar importance for the dynamism of the Palestine, but it was not done,” he told
Gyulumian. economy. Pro-competition reforms and without giving further explanations.
For several years top government effective implementation of antitrust rules Saying “I do not want to give areasArmenians. These are two people
officials in Armenia have declared at the canlead to significant productivity gains messages and never talk politics,” who love life. Without this incredible
highest level that issues of separatingand consumer savings,” says the reportAznavour, who also has an Armenian love for life, our two peoples would no
political powers and business and deal-whose authors also call for enhancingcitizenship, said he was “saddenedlonger exist. We survived so many
ing with oligopolies remain among the connections of the landlocked Armenian that Israel has still not recognized thetragedies ...” he commented.
priorities of the authorities. The latest economy with world markets, including Armenian genocide,” Charles Aznavour, was appointed
World Bank report shows, however, through land, air, and through internet “There certainly are political rea- in 2009 Ambassador of Armenia to
that no progress has been made in Armeand communication technologies, “as sons behind it. It pains me but | am Switzerland, where he lives, he has
nia in this direction yet. that would contribute to efficiency gains confident that Israel will one day rec- always defended the memory of the
The World Bank report also calls and competitiveness.” ognize our tragedy ... You know, Jews Armenian people.
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AGBU WDC Annual Gala Banquet Raises Funds for District’s Youth Programs
Honors Sam & Sylva Simonian

Excitement was in the air for the
Armenian General Benevolent Union
(AGBU) Annual Fundraising Gala Ban-
guet which was held at the Beverly
Hilton on Saturday, November 17th.
The sold-out event, attended by more
than 400 people, raised substantial funds
for the Western District's Youth Pro-
grams. The evening also commemo-
rated the organization’s107th anniver-
sary.

The evening’s honorees were Mr.
and Mrs. Sam and Sylva Simonian,
Founders, of the TUMO Center for
Creative Technologies in Armenia, who
have displayed great dedication and
commitment to the youth of Armenia.
The Simonians said they desire to give
back to education because of the tute
lage they received at AGBU schools.

and confident of its hopeful and bright
future. The Union has the prudence
and farsightedness to skillfully adopt
its projects to all its districts, as well as
to all the prevailing needs of its future
generations,” Mr. Karaguezian said.
“Today’s youth are tomorrow’s hope
and the future of the Armenian nation.
We should listen and act according to
the needs of our new generation. Let
us plan and assist our youth and pre-
serve our identity, our beloved AGBU
and our glorious nation.”

The fundraising gala was under
the auspices of the AGBU’s Western
District Committee and organized by
the Special Events Committee. Chair-
lady of this event and the SEC, Mrs.
Hermine Janoyan, received the Life-
time AGBU Honorary Member Award

Sam is presently a Vice President of Board of Directors of the AGBU intro- ous learning system that develops theirfor her dedicated service to the organi-
the Central Board of Directors of the duced the honorees, Sam and Sylvaechnical, artistic and professional zation for the past three decades.

AGBU. Simonian. They were both presentedskills”.
“Sylva and | were both touched with a plaque and a gift for their un-

“lam very surprised and humbled

The event's program featured a by this honor and would like to thank

and really overwhelmed by the warm conditional dedication and support to flag ceremony by AGBU LA/San the Central Board of the AGBU, the
reception and the support we receivedthe TUMO Center and the AGBU. Fernando and Glendale/Pasadendledicated ladies of the special events
for our center last Saturday at the “Having our dear friends Sam Scouts, a moving video montage of thecommittee and my many friends of the
AGBU LA gala.” Mr. Simonian said. and Sylva Simonian as the highlight of United States, Republic of Armenia Western district of the AGBU. This
“We also received many words of the AGBU Western District’'s Gala and AGBU anthems and an Invocation honorary membership is dear to my
encouragement and several offers ofBanquetis most fitting and an opportu- by Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, Pri- heart because AGBU has always been
help from various individuals and or- nity to present them to our commu- mate Western Diocese. Guests werdhe greatest source of inspiration for
ganizations, for which we are very nity,” Said Mr. Sinanian. “Sam and warmly welcomed by Mistress of Cer- Mme.” Mrs. Janoyan said.
thankful. AGBU and the Armenian com- Sylva Simonian are the individuals who emonies, Mrs. Nora J. Balikian. “A Gala guests enjoyed a dynamic
munity have always considered mod- had the vision, provided the funds andlarge portion of the audience tonight is Video about the youth activities and
ern education as the most essentiaimplemented one of the most advanced comprised of our dynamic and capablePrograms of the AGBU which was
investment to improve the lives of our contemporary and comprehensive ini- young professionals who want to move Professionally produced by talented
youth in our nation and abroad. This tiatives of our times, the Tumo Center this organization forward and advancevolunteer Mr. Peter Mussurlian of
was a night we will always remem- for Creative Technologies in Armenia. the ideals of the AGBU.” expressed Globalist Films. Popular Singer Ani
ber.” It is a gigantic technology center, that Balikian. Her words were followed by Christy and the magnificent Arthur
Following an inspiring video pre- aims to expand young people’s hori- remarks made by the AGBU Western Hakobyan (formerly known as Mister
sentation about the imagination andzons and gives them the resources tdDistrict Committee Chair, Mr. Krekor X) entertained the guests with several
activities behind the TUMO Center for achieve their full creative potential, Karaguezian. beautiful songs and duets. The guests
Creative Technologies, Mr. Sinan through state of the art technology “AGBU is proud of its glorious

Sinanian, Vice President of the Centraltools and a highly versatile and rigor- past, excited by its energetic present Continued onpage 4

Haigazian University Alumni Hold Tribute Banquet in Honor of University’s Women’s
Auxiliary of Los Angeles

LOS ANGELES -- The Haigazian
University Women’s Auxiliary was

of others for decades. He remarked
that once he asked Mr. Hewlett, of

feted at an elegant and thoughtfully
planned evening by the Haigazian Uni-
versity Alumni to thank the Auxiliary

for its many years of faithful and l_.
devoted service and support of the
University. The November 9th tribute

eventwas held at the Wilshire Country
Club where guests enjoyed visiting
with one another on the patio during
the reception cocktail. The dinner pro-
gram started with a prayer by Mrs. |
Suzie Phillips, one of the original found-
ing members of the Auxiliary. She

thanked God for HU and the vision of
Mrs. Virginia Harikian who guided and

inspired the Auxiliary to raise funds for

scholarships for needy Armenian men
and women. The Auxiliary held unique

Hewlett Packard fame, why he was
donating 90 percent of his wealth to
charity. Mr. Hewlett replied that “It is
the rightthingto do”. Dr. Katchadourian
concluded that with faith we are
prompted to do the right thing and he
commended the Auxiliary for its many
years of service.

Dr. Paul Haidostian, President of
Haigazian University

Dr. Paul Haidostian, President of
HU, spoke of the current enrollment at
HU and the upcoming plans for the
60th Anniversary of the founding of
the University. Atthe conclusion of his
remarks, each of the Auxiliary women
was presented with a beautiful person-
alized gift with the seal of the HU from

and well attended events which fea-plimentary remarks about the Auxil- Auxiliary from afewto over 300 mem- the Alumni and also one from the
tured the talents of its members. Bou-iary and paid tribute on behalf of the bers. Grace Kurkjian thanked the Board of Trustees. The Benediction

tigues, fashion shows, concerts, fa-Board. A history of the Auxiliary, alist Alumni on behalf of the Auxiliary for

was given by Dr. John Khanjian, the

mous authors, opera divas, were allof the current members, as well astheir thoughtful gesture of apprecia- former president of HU.

were presented by the Auxiliary to photos from past events, was featuredtion and gratitude.
support Haigazian students. beautifully in the pages of the pro-

The Alumni Committee which

Dr. Herant Katchadourian, Pro- had had been working for many

Raffi Kendirjian, Chair of the gram. A ten minute video showcasedfessor Emeritus, Stanford University, months and planned all the details of

Haigazian University Alumni Associa- the various events held by the Auxil- and former member of the Board of this tribute evening were Alexandra
tion of Los Angeles, welcomed the iary and was narrated by Elizabeth Trustees of HU was the keynote speakeBessos, Khachig Havatian, Hagop
guests and applauded the ladies of theAgbabian, Hermine Janoyan, Suzieof the evening. Dr. Katchadourian’s Kazazian, Maro Kazazian, Raffi

Auxiliary for their many years of dedi- Phillips and Joyce Stein, current presi- remarks were about altruism and why Kendirjian, Chairman, Katia

cated service. Dr. Ani Darakjian, HU dent of the Auxiliary, who reminisced individuals such as the Auxiliary mem- Kermoyan-Khodanian and Houry
Board of Trustees Chair, added com-about the start and growth of the bers spend time and effort in support Tavitian.



Violinist Ani Batikian

The Armenian violinist Ani
Batikian entered the Yerevan State
Conservatoire in Armenia at the age of
15, being one of the youngest students
ever to study there and supported by &
local scholarship. At the age of 19 she
received an undergraduate degree an
atthe age of 20 a postgraduate diploma
with honours.

In 2003 she received a full schol-
arship to study at the Royal Academy
of Music in London, graduating with a
DipRAM for outstanding performance,
PGDip with distinction, LRAM and the
top prize for violin. Later she was a
student of Salvatore Accardo in
Cremona, ltaly.

Ani has received numerous
awards and prizes. As a recipient of
the Dewar Award, she performed in
The Dewar Arts Awards Fifth Anni-
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Merdinian School PTO to Hold
Annual Banquet

C. & E. Merdinian Armenian unique schoolon Riverside Drive called

Evangelical School’'s Parent-Teacher C. &E. Merdinian Armenian Evangelical

Organization will be holding its annual School, in the heart of Sherman Oaks.
Dinner Dance, Black and White Gala, Its core principles are based on a Chris-
on December 6, 2013 at the Anoush,tian foundation, a sense of community,

Le Foyer Ballroom in North Holly- and strong family values. For over 30
wood. years, Merdinian has provided a high

The PTO is preparing for what is Standard of education and values that

to be an enchanting evening, with live have equipped its students with the
entertainment, music, dancing, and knowledge and grace to continue through
great food in a beautifully set, festive life as outstanding citizens.
atmosphere. The banquet is a yearly ~ The Black and White Galavill
event for the Merdinian School, and it notonly be an eventful evening but will
has always been a successful way forhelp ensure that current and future
parents, teachers’ and friends to SharétUdentS of Merdinian School continue
a warm, enjoyable evening together.to receive a rich and solid Armenian/

This year, the PTO wishes to replicate English education, with all the pro-
and even out-do all previous yearsceeds to be donated to the school on

with exceptional music and entertain- behalf of the Merdinian School Parent-
Teacher Organization.

versary Concert held in the Scottish Festival in France, Levon Chilingirian ment. ' ) )
Parliament. Ani has broadcast on BBC Festival in Armenia, Schleswig-Hol- “Nurturing”, “safe”, and “a great For more information and tick-
Scotland Radio and given concerts atstein Festival in Germany, and Ca- place to learn” are some of the adjec-€ts, please contact the school office at
such recognised venues as Edinburgh’slenza International Summer Music tives used to describe this special and(818) 907-8149.
Usher Hall, Oxford’s Sheldonian The- School in England. She has performed
atre, Glasgow Art Club, Pollok House, chamber music with major musicians . o . . g e .
Cowdray aa“' and London's St. Mar. as Levon Chilingirian, Ida and Ani President Sarkisian Attending Vilnius Summit
tin-in-the-Fields. Kavafians, David Watkin, as well as Continued from page 1
She has performed as a soloistthe famous Hebrides Ensemble. spectively; 45% would not like to leave
with Sinfonia Toronto, City of Oxford Ani organised the Summer Fest pgsqciation, told the press that “to the at all. At the same time, 59% of the
Orchestra, the National Chamber Or-at the Royal Scottish Academy of question on the attitude towards therespondents said they would not like to
chestra of Armenia, Naregatsi BaroqueMusic, involving students, profession- jqea of Armenia’s membership in the move to another country permanently.
Orchestra, Katrineholm Symphony als and leading chamber ensembles incy 36 percent responded ‘rather posi- Navasardyan stresses that within
Orchestra of Sweden, Glasgow Cham-a series of concerts. tive, than negative’, 28 percent said the research commission by the Eur-
ber Orchestra and St. James’ Orches- From 2007-2012 she has been acompletely positive’ (the total of 64 asian Bank, implemented in April this
tra in the UK. Violin Lecturer at the Royal Scottish percent). After joining the CU Armenia year, 67 percent of the surveyed said
Ani Batikian is also a winner of Academy of Music and Drama. would experience economic growth, Yes to the question “Should Armenia
national and international competitions. Recently she recorded a CD of pqjieve 38 percent of the respondentsjoin the Customs Union with Russia,
She has performed in “Music Alp” Armenian and virtuoso violin music, 56 nhercent expect price reduction, Kazakhstan, and Belarus?”, versus the

while 17 percent believe nothing is current 64 percent.

going to change from the CU member- “This might be linked to the cir-
ship. cumstance that after [President Serzh
asian Affairs Eric Rubin, USAID As- The results show that 25% of Sarkisian's] September 3 statement
sistant Administrator Paige Alexander, Armenians would like to temporarily we have been exposed to a large-scale
Armenia’s critical energy sector,” the and Coordinator of Assistance for Work in European countries, 17% and anti-propaganda, hence have seen that
statement added. Europe Daniel Rosenblum. U.S. Am- 9% would like to work in post-Soviet three percent drop,” he says.

The two sides apparently referred bassador to Armenia John Heffern and
to the three big hydropower stations USAID Armenia Mission Director
built along the fast-flowing Vorotan Karen Hilliard also attended. AGBU WDC Annual Gala Banquet
river in Armenia’s southeastern Syunik “Both sides held discussions on cgontinued from page 3 Mr. Krekor Karaguezian for organiz-
province that generate a considerablemechanisms to deepen economic ties, ing this annual gala, upholding a beau-
part of the country’s electricity. Still in _increase trade and investment, anddanced the night away to the music oftiful tradition and providing an oppor-
June Contour Global announced thatitadvance market reforms,” the U.S. DJ Chahan tunity, year after year, to our commu-
was close to buying the plants and theDepartment of State said. “Partici- '

: ' _ _ Some of the special guests hity to come together to celebrate our
Armenian government then confirmed pants discussed the bilateral launch Ofpresent at the Gala included Grandachievements and strengthen our com-

that it was in negotiations with a U.S. a visa liberalization process with the Benefactors Vatche and Tamar Mitment to the mission we all cherish.
energy company on the p'ossiple sglegoal of aphieving a visa-free regime Manookian, Primate Archbishop My heartfelt thanks and appreciation
ofthefacmtles.TheArmenlan_S|de did for Amencan tra_lvelers and ten_-year Hovnan Derderian, Former Primate, 90 especially to Mrs. Hermine Janoyan,
not release any futhgr details on themult!ple e_ntry visas for Armemans’dArchbishop Vatche Hovsepian, AGBU Honorary Member of AGBU, for her
course of the negotiations afterwgrds.!eadlng toincreased t_)llateral trade an Central Board of Director Members Ccapable leadership along with the mem-
The latest USATF annual bilat- investment. The United States aISOSinan Sinanian, Sam Simonian andbers of the Special Organizing Com-

eral r_neeting aimed at promoting trgdeencou_rage.d_ imp!emgntat_ion_ of Yervant Demirjian. Among the local Mittee for their hard work and dedica-

3tgtegand :[Armetnl? VSV,?St hOSt?\? by therefor1rr_1hs. | further statedC? Assemblyman Adrine Nazarian, festivity.” _ _
.S. Department o ate on Novem- € press release further state and LA Clty Councilman Paul The evening’s major sponsors

ber 22. It was attended by a delegationthat the United States highlighted | ., . Organizations representedWere: George & Barbara Aghazarian,

ofArmenia'It.ed by Minister pf Finance Armen.ia’s selection as one of20focusinCIuded the Armenia Fund, United Baghdassarian Family, Yervant and
Davit Sarkisian and including Deputy countries for the U.S. Agency for

. ) . . i nd. the Armenian Demo- Melissa Demirjian, Jack Munushian
Minister of Foreign Affairs Ashot International Development’s (USAID) Armenia Fund, :

Hovakimi d Armenian Amb . frol . jcratic Liberal Party, the Armenian Trust, Vazrik & Alice Makarian, Harry
ovakimian and Armenian Ambassa- Science, Technology, Innovation, an Revolutionary Federation, the Arme- @nd Cheryl Nadjarian, Sinan & Angele
dor to the United States Tatoul Partnerships. “Through this initiative,

. . nian Jewelers Association, the Arme- Sinanian and the TF Educational Foun-
Markarian. The U.S. Government was both countries have agreed to under-

. : . nian Bar Association, the Ararat Home, dation - Jerry and Patricia Turpanjian.
represented by Deputy Assistant Sec-take a signature effort in the areas of . Once adain. the success of this
" . and the Armenian Chamber of Com- gain,
retary of State for European and Eur-clean energy and water,” it said.

merce among others. year's AGBU Annual Gala Banquet
“| also thank the District Com- Was a testament of the dedication and
SEROP'S CAFE
GREEK & LEBANESE F00D

mittee of AGBU’s Western Region”, generosity of its members and sup-
SERVING BATON ROUGE SINCE 1979

countries and the United States re-

U.S. Firm to Invest $180 Million in Armenia

Continued frompage 1

added Mr. Sinanian, “and its Chairman Porters.

Hayastaninfo.net
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"Ani controls the violin with very
strong technique, possesses a very
beautiful tone and expresses her music
with very good sense of style and
personal sensitivity," Pierre Amoyal,
Concert Violinist

"Ani embodies a rare combina-
tion of scholar and performer, both at
the highest level, " Curtis Price,
Principal of the Royal Academy of
Music, London

"Player of great stature and
powerful personality,.. A real per-
former of the highest level", David
Strange, Head of string Department
Royal Academy of Music, London

"...a wonderful violinist despite
her youth," Michael Tumelty, The
Herald
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