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Hovik Abrahamian Appointed New Senate Foreign Relations Committee Adopts
Armenian PM Armenian Genocide Resolution

WASHINGTON, DC — the Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Committee ap-
proved on Thursday S.Res. 410, af-
firming the U.S. Record on the Arme-
nian Genocide. In addition to the Ar- (&
menian Genocide resolution, a bill com- o
memorating the 20th anniversary of |
the Rwandan Genocide was also
adopted.

The resolution approved by a
vote of 12 to 5 says the World War
One-era extermination of some 1.5
million Armenians and forcible dis-
placement of 500,000 others resulted
in “the elimination of the over 2,500- 5. Robert Menendez
year presence of Armenians in their
historic homeland.” Committee Chairman Robert Menendez

It also says that President Obama(D-NJ), a long-time champion of Ar-
should ensure that U.S. foreign policy menian issues and powerful voice for
“reflects appropriate understanding andjustice, along with Senator Mark Kirk

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Presi- “We spoke aboutallissues frankly sensitivity concerningissues related to(R-IL), who previously served as Co-
dent Serzh Sarkisian announced onand openly, and | received clear assurhuman rights, crimes against human-Chair of the Armenian Caucus during
Sunday his decision to appoint theances from Mr. Abrahamian,” ity, ethnic cleansing, and genocide his tenure in the House of Representa-
influential parliament speaker Hovik Sarkisian said in televised remarks documented inthe United Statesrecordtives. In addition to Menendez and

Abrahamian as Armenia’s new prime publicized by his press office. “Mr. relating to the Armenian Genocide.” Kirk, the resolution was cosponsored

minister. He acknowledged that he hadAbrahamian promised to very quickly S. Res. 410, the Armenian Geno- _
serious misgivings about Abrahamian’s dispel possible concerns within our cide resolution, was introduced by Continued on page 4
candidacy. ranks with his active steps, clear po-
Sarkisian made_ the anno_unce-litical messages ... and, m_ost impf)r- Turkey Slams US COIlgI‘CSS
ment at an extraordinary meeting of tantly, tangible results of his work.
the governing body of his Republican “I am confident that everyone Over Armenian Genocide Resolution

Party of Armenia (HHK), the third will very soonrealize thatthe Republic
such encounter held since the unex-of Armenia has areally effective prime
pected resignation on April 3 of Prime minister,” he added.
Minister Tigran Sarkisian. The president appeared to allude
Under the Armenian constitution, to Abrahamian’s reputed ties to the
Abrahamian has three weeks to formProsperous Armenia Party (BHK), the
his cabinet and seek a vote of confi-second largest parliamentary force in-
dence from the National Assembly con- creasingly challenging Sarkisian. The . :
trolled by the HHK. HHK-affiliated speaker is thought to the committee had acted beyond its spokesperson

Addressing senior members of have a close personal rapport with the_pOSition' competence a_md responsibil- The United States continues to
the ruling party, Sarkisian spoke of BHK's millionaire leader Gagik 'V Py adopting a “hastily and ineptly urge Armenia and Turkey “to work

widespread “skepticisms” about Tsarukian not least because of the facPrépared” draftresolution. The minis- Fogether to achieve a full, frank and
Abrahamian’s candidacy. He said hethat his son is married to one of the:[‘ry wamed the US Congress not tolus_t acknowledgement of the facts’,
has discussed it with the speaker “attycoon’s daughters. Observers have harm _bllateral ties” between the two said U.S. Departn'went.of State'spokes—
length” in the last few days. Those suggested that Sarkisian hopescountrlgs through fgrthgr carrying the berson \_]en Psa_k| during a daily press
misgivings, he explained, revolve Abrahamian’s appointmentwill put the resolution to the legislative agenda, thebriefing in Washington, DC, on Thurs-

around “relations with other political brakes on the BHK’s growing coop- Hurrlz/le,t paﬂy Newshrepr(])rtz. sc day. Psaki de th .
forces” and Abrahamian’s “percep- t'simportantthatthe U.S. Con- saki made the statement in an-

tions by various social strata.” Continuedonpage2 9ress does n'ot carry this rgsolution orswe_ring a question from a reporter
similar ones in the legislative agenda, asking for an updated on the 2009
. . . . . but rather make efforts to reinforce Turkish-Armenian protocols and on
SYl‘lan-Al‘anlan Serviceman killed in Aleppo our historical alliance and partnership how the normalization process be-
that have importance more than ever intween the two estranged neighboring
An ethnic Armenian serviceman of released by the Armenia's Ministry of the current conjuncture, instead of nations is going on.
the Syrian army was killed in Aleppo’s Foreign Affairs. harming bilateral relations with non- “We believe that by working to-
Ramusse district on Wednesday. Prior to the bombing, the Bish- constructive initiatives,” the ministry gether to address their shared history,
A correspondent of the Yerevan- ops’ Synod of the Armenian Church said in a written statement on April 11. Armenia and Turkey can promote sta-
based Yerkir Media TV channel re- had already transferred $100,000 from The U.S. Senate Foreign Rela- bility and prosperity in the entire
ported from the city that that the man, the Church social funds to the accounttions Committee Thursday passed aCaucasus region, so we continue to
Gogo Ashnagilyan, had not yet turned of Catholicos of the Great House of senate resolution commemorating thework with them on that,” the U.S.
twenty. Cilicia as a sign of support for Kesab Armenian Genocide, clearing the way Department of State representative said.
His funeral will take place later Armenians, as reported by the Mother for the resolution to be voted for in the “While the protocols may not be mov-
today from the Holy Trinity Armenian See of Holy Echmiadzin. Senate. ing forward at this time, we note that
church of Nor Kyugh (an Armenian The Syrian civil war, ongoing “We condemn the pioneers of both sides remain committed to the
neighborhood of Aleppo). since 2011, has seen more than 140,00¢his initiative, which is biased and lack- process of normalizing relations and
On Tuesday, some 60 college deaths and the displacement of abouting in legal basis,” the ministry said, neither side has withdrawn. Our greatest
students and teachers were wounde®.5 million. Among those affected has adding it refutes this “effort of political interest on this issue is to see Armenia
when the Armenian Catholic Paros beenthe Armenian population of Syria. misuse that warps history and law.” and Turkey heal the wounds of the past
College in Damascus was bombed byMore than 70 Armenians have been The U.S. Senate’s Foreign Rela- and move forward together in a shared
armed groups. Six students and threekilled in the war and about 11,000 tions Committee “exceeded its authority future of security and prosperity in the
teachers of Armenian descent wereSyrian-Armenians have relocated to andresponsibility” by passingan“unseriousregion, and our policy is, of course,
wounded, according to information Armenia as a result of the conflict.  resolution prepared hastily and unskill- naturally guided by that goal.”

ANKARA — The Turkish For- fully,” read the statement.
eign Ministry has condemned an Ar- The ministry cited Turkey’s pro-
menian Genocide resolution, which posal to establish a joint history com-
passed at the U.S. Senate’s Foreigrimittee in order to research the 1915
Relations Committee on April 10 by incidents.
bipartisan vote.

The Turkish Foreign Ministry said U.S. State Department
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Sarkisian Rules Out Victory for Armenian-Americans in
Another Presidential Term Hollywood Neighborhood Council Elections

" - — ] 1 -
r &

YEREVAN — President Serzh of constitutional reform. The 45-page
Sarkisian said last Thursday that hedocument does not seem to give pref-§is
will not seek another reelection but erence to a radical change of the exist{ 4
stopped short of categorically ruling ing government system that vests|§
out the possibility of becoming prime sweeping powers in the presidency.
minister after completing his second Those include the right to appoint key
presidential term in 2018. government ministers, top military and |

“I, Serzh Sarkisian, officially law-enforcement officials, provincial
declare that | will never again run for governors as well as virtually all judges.
the post of president of the Republic of The proposed reform framework
Armenia,” Sarkisian told a presidential does call, though, for curtailing the
commission of top state officials tasked presidential authority and increasing
with proposing amendments to the the role of Armenia’s government and
Armenian constitution. the parliament. The president, it says,

“If as a result of final discussions should have “largely counterbalancing

[on constitutional reform] a path not and restraining powers,” especially in _ _ .
corresponding to my wish is chosen cases where he or she does nothave a ~HOLLYWOOD, CA—The Arme- and has been actively involved within

— | mean the parliamentary model of loyal majority in the National Assem- nian Council of America is proud to the neighborhood, through the Melrose

#

governance — then | will also not bly. announce the victory of Jirair HillNeighborhood Association as well

aspire to the post of prime minister,” The reform concept also floats a Tossounian and Maria Yepremian in as the HSDNC, where he Chaired the
he said. “I believe that one person mustmore far-reaching “possible alterna- the Hollywood Studio District Neigh- Bylaws and Elections Committee.

not aspire to the reins of power in tive” whereby Armenia would offi- borhood Council (HSDNC) election. He has been an active member of
Armenia for more than twice in a ciallybecome aparliamentary republic “Through the hard work, deter- the Armenian Church Youth Organiza-
lifetime.” with a powerful prime minister and a mination and support from the Arme- tion at St. John Armenian Church in

Sarkisian did not specify whether largely ceremonial head of state. In nian-American community, Jirair and Hollywood, and currently serves on
he will be willing to stay in power as thatcase, the presidentwould be electedaria have been elected to serve on thehe Board of the Armenian Council of
prime minister if the commission does by the parliament for a seven-year HSDNC where they will have the op- America. In addition chairing the By-
not ultimately advocate Armenia’s term and would not be allowed to run portunity to address the needs andlaws and Elections Committee, he has
transformation into a parliamentary for reelection. concerns of the district, which en- served onthe Planning Land Use Man-
republic. The existing constitution, enacted compasses a large Armenian-Ameri-agement Committee, the Outreach

He spoke as the ad hoc bodyin 1995 and amended in 2005, barscan constituency,” said ACA Chair- Committee, and the Public Safety Com-
headed by Gagik Harutiunian, chair- incumbent presidents from seeking aman Sevak Khatchadorian. “I'd like to mittee for the HSDNC.
man of the Constitutional Court, sub- third five-year tenure. The commis- take this moment to congratulate these Yepremian will be serving on the
mitted and publicized what it called a sion did not propose that this restric- two astounding citizens who will serve same Neighborhood Council as a Youth
preliminary version of the “concept” tion be scrapped. as shining examples of civic participa- Governor. She has been a part of
tion for Armenian-American youthwho HSDNC and East Hollywood Neigh-
have aninterestin leadership and com-borhood Council (EHNC) respectively.
munity organizing. | am confidence She has also been an active participant
that they serve their terms with due in being different stakeholders within
. ) , : diligence and extreme professionalismthe community closer together through
nia who was taken prisoner by whether or not I'm a serviceman. | oy ing the Armenian-American com- the once ayear Hollywood Relay for Life

Azerbaijaniforces on the volatile north- said that I'm not,” Khojoyan told re- munity proud to be represented by event, which brings government offi-
eastern border between the two coun-porters at Yerevan's Surp Grigor ;pam > cials and residents together to fight against

tries more than a month ago has beerLusavorich Medical Center. “I got lost '.I'ossounian, who will be serving cancer. She currently attends the Uni-

Azerbaijan Frees Armenian Captive Civilian

YEREVAN — A citizen of Arme- “They just tried to figure out

repatriated today. ~and crossed into ti’?eir territory be- yhe SDNC on the Property Owner versity of Southern California and is
Arsen Khojoyan, 23, was repatri- cause of heavy fog,” he said. Governors seat is a Hollywood native studying Mechanical Engineering.
ated with the help of the International Khojoyan also insisted that he

Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). was not ill-treated in Azerbaijani cus- s 2 . .
He was immediately transported to atody. He described as “normal” condi- Rep' Ed Royce to ParthIPate in Armenian

hospital in Yerevan for a medical ex- tions in a Baku prison where he was (3enocide Commemoration Events in Yerevan
amination. incarcerated. Nevertheless, he said, he

The young man crossed the ate very little there for fear of being The Chairman of the United States
heavily militarized Armenian- poisoned or drugged. House of Representatives Committee
Azerbaijani border on March 7 just Gagik Manukian, the hospital’s on Foreign Affairs Rep. Ed Royce will
three days after the Azerbaijani au-deputy director, confirmed that doc- lead a small delegation of members to
thorities freed another resident of his tors found no traces of violence on thesome of the most unstable regions of
Verin Karmiraghbyur village following man’s body. Manukian said he will be Ukraine, as well as to Armenia and
a more than month-long captivity. The discharged from the hospital after ad-Azerbaijan, the Orange County Regis-
77-year-old Mamikon Khojoyan is ditional tests on Friday. ter reports.

Arsen’s distant relative. By contrast, Mamikon Khojoyan In Armenia, the delegation will

The ICRC said its delegates had had numerous injuries and required participate in the Remembrance Day
visited the civilian prior to his repatria- lengthy hospitalization after his re- Event, a national commemoration of
tion in order to assess the conditions inlease, leading the Armenian govern-the 1.5 million Armenians killed during
which he was being held and the treat-ment to accuse Baku of torturing the the genocide by the Ottoman Empire in
ment he received. Representatives ofelderly villager. The Azerbaijani De- modern-day Turkey, that began April

the organization had also been in con-fense Ministry denied the accusations.24, 1915. “This was the first genocide of
tact with his family in Armenia. Rep. Ed Royce long has champi- the past century and must be remem-

oned the recognition of the Armenian bered,” the Congressman said.

Young Armenian Killed in Eastern Ukraine Genocide, believing its denial by Tur- “Armeniais a country struggling
key impedes reconciliation between to build democracy and prosperity in a

Ayoung man of Armenian origin death. The law enforcers are investi-the two neighboring countries. rough neighborhood,” he added.
was killed in the Ukrainian city of gating the case, and forensic examina-
Slavyansk on Sunday. _ tion will reveal _the reasons for his Hovik Abrahamian Appointed New Armenian PM

According to preliminary reports, death,” he explained.

Ruben Avanesyan died of a gunshot Ruben Hovhannisyana citizen of Continued from page 1 government, which was due to be put
wound, Father Husik Nurijanyan told Ukraine, lived in Donetsk. His relatives forward in the parliament.
Armenian News-NEWS.am. have no idea why he was heading toeration with Armenia’s three main es- The four main political parties

He said the reports suggest thatSlavyansk. tablished opposition parties. challenging Armenia’s leadership said
29-year-old Ruben Avanesyan was “His relatives said Ruben had Tigran Sarkisian stepped down on Wednesday that they will continue
driving a car when unknown people no interest in politics and did not two days after the BHK and those their joint activities after the unex-
tried to stop him. Ruben did not stop, represent any of the opposing sidesparties agreed to stage three-day jointpected resignation of Prime Minister
and the gunmen opened fire. in Slavyansk,” Father Nurijanyan rallies later this month in support of Tigran Sarkisian and the upcoming

“This is one of the versions of his added. their joint vote of no confidence in the formation of a new government.
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Rep. Adam Schiff Delivers Open Letter to An International Conference
Turkish People on House Floor “Honoring Those Who Helped Rescue a

WASHINGTON, DC — Last week, Rep. Adam Schiff (D-CA), the leadGeneration Of Armenian Survivors 1915-1930”
sponsor of the Armenian Genocide resolution, went to the House of Represan-
tatives floor to deliver an open letter to the Turkish people on the Armeni
Genocide:

The full text of the speech is below:

An Open Letter tc
the Turkish People:

Today, | write ta
you on a topic of grea
importance to both ofo
nations. Itis on a subje
that many of you, esps
cially the younger ge
eration, may know littlg
aboutbecauseitconce
a chapter of world hig
tory that your govern
ment has expended en - frict

Glendals =0, Burbank

mous efforts to conces By Hasmik Piliposyan emphasized “Near East Reliefkeptand
Turkey has bee entire nation alive”.

at the center of human civilization conversation in Turkey about the MISSION HILLS, CA — On Shant Mardirossian has been a

from Neolithic times to the present, events of 1915-23. March 22nd, 2014 at the Ararat Home member of the Board of Directors of

and your arts, culture and science As a young man or woman in of Los Angeles in Mission Hills, where the Near East Foundation since 2002

have enriched the world. Turkey, you might ask: What has this our surviving elders still reside, the and its Chair since 2007, in turn, dis-

But interwoven with all of to do with me? Am | to blame for a Ararat-Eskijian Museum hosted an all- cussed the continuation of the Near
Turkey’s remarkable achievements is crime committed long before | was day International Conference, “Hon- East Relief's work in many areas in the
a dark chapter that too many of today’s born. And | would say this: Yoursis oring Those Who Helped Rescue aMiddle East and Armenia today.
Turks know little or nothing about. ~ the moral responsibility to acknowl- Generation of Armenian Survivors “Ninety-nine years later the NER is still

Were you aware that your grand- edge the truth and seek areconciliation1915 -1930”. The event was well at- prominent throughout the world.” The
parents and great-grandparents hadwvith the Armenian people that your tended by the community. Dr. Carla Near East Relief has kept alive its
many Armenian neighbors and friends parents and their parents could orGarapedian, director of ‘Screamers,’ principle of honoring the past and con-
—that twenty percent of the population would not. Itis an obligation you have was mistress of ceremonies for thetinuing our national legacy with many
of today’s Istanbul was Armenian? inherited and one from which you day. The conference opened with pre-humanitarian projects. Prof. Vahram
Did you know that the Armenians were must not shrink. For though we can- recorded speeches addressed to th&hemmassian (director of the Arme-
well integrated into Turkish society as not choose our own history, we decide Armenian community by United States nian Studies Program at California State
celebrated intellects, artists, crafts- what to do about it -- and you will be Representatives Adam Schiff and Mike University, Northridge) described the
men and community leaders? Havethe ones to shape Turkey’s future. Gato Assembly member 43rd district. work of the American Red Cross in
you ever wondered, what happened to At the end of World War II, The purpose of the conference rescuing and rehabilitating survivors
the Armenians? Have you ever askedGermany was a shattered nation —was to pay tribute to all those coun- in the Arab Near East, in nations such
your parents and grandparents howdefeated in battle and exposed astries, individuals, and organizations that as Syria and Lebanon, and author Dr.
such a large, industrious and prosper-history’s greatest war criminal. But, had sacrificed so much to aid a perish-Rubina Peroomian spoke of the vari-
ous people largely vanished from your in the decades since the end of the waring nation. Diplomatic representatives ous missionaries that served in the
midst? Do you know why your gov- Germanyengaged in a prolonged effort were invited from twenty countries, Armenian provinces in the Ottoman
ernment goes to such lengths to con-to reconcile with the Jewish people, who including New Zealand, China, Japan, Empire and became witnesses to the
ceal this part of your history? were nearly exterminated by the Nazis Philippine, South Korea, Switzerland, mass atrocities against the Christian

Let me tell you a part of their during the Holocaust. The German Sweden, France, Britain, Lebanon, [T5
story. The rest you must find out for government has prosecuted war crimi-Syria, Palestine, Czech Republic, Ger-
yourselves. nals, returned expropriated property, al-many, Royal @nish consulate, Canada,

Ninety-nine years ago this lied itself with Israel, and made count- and South Africa, with three diplomatic
month, in the dying years of the Otto- less apologies to the victims and to thedeputies attending, importantly those
man Empire, the Young Turk govern- world. Most important, Germany has of Greece, Norway and Australia.
ment launched a campaign of deporta-worked to expunge the cancer of dehu- AraratEskijian1Martin Eskijian,
tion, expropriation, starvation and mur- manizing bigotry and hatred that gave representing the Eskijian family, whose | _
der againstthe empire’s Armenian citi- rise to the Holocaust. father, Luther Eskijian founded the
zens. Much of the Armenian popula- This path, of reflection, recon- Museum, spoke about his father and| |
tion was forcibly removed to Syria, ciliation and repentance must be the legacy of his grandparents. Rev.
where many succumbed during brutal Turkey’s path as well. It will not be HovhannesEskijian and his wife,
forced marches through the deserteasy, the questions will be painful, the Gulenia, who labored to save Armenians
heat. Hundreds of thousands wereanswers difficult, sometimes unknow- during 1915 and 1916 in the city of
massacred by Ottoman gendarmesable. One question stands out: Aleppo. Rev. Eskijian perished atthe age
soldiers and even ordinary citizens. How could a nation that peace- of 34 of typhus a day before he was to

By the time the slaughter ended in ably ruled over a diverse, multicultural be hanged publicly for saving the lives of Armenian population. Missionaries from
1923, one and a half million Armenians empire for centuries have turned onthousands of orphans from death. Sweden, Germany, United States, and
had been killed in what is now univer- one of its peoples with such ruthless- Leading scholars from around other nations sent letters, telegrams
sally acknowledged as the first geno- ness that an entirely new word had tothe world discussed the manner inand other communications to their
cide of the Twentieth Century. The be invented to describe what took which the international community, governments warning of the humani-
survivors scattered throughout the place? Genocide. including the American Red Cross, tarian crisis in the Ottoman Empire,
Middle East and the wider world with As in Judaism and Christianity, American Near East Relief, and the and were also instrumental in saving
some making their way to the United the concept of repentance or tawba isLeague of Nations, participated in thousands of Armenian children from
States, and to Los Angeles. central to Islam. Next year will mark making the first major humanitarian a tragic fate.

Itis their grandchildren and great a century since the beginning of the effort of the twentieth century. Guests of the conference were
grandchildren whom | represent as agenocide and Armenians around the Missak Kelleshian described the moved with emotion at the “Orphan
Member of the United States Con- world will mourn their dead, contem- Near East Relief (NER) humanitarian dress from Hadjin,” a patchwork of a
gress. Theirs is a vibrant community, plate the enormity of their loss, and organization, in which the “world united deported child’s sole garment, and an
many tens of thousands strong, with ask, why? Answer them, please, within selfless service to humanity.” unfinished rug created by the orphans,

schools, churches and businesses prowords of repentance. Through trauma relief, education, which Mennonite Missionary Sister
viding a daily link to their ancestral Sincerely, empowerment, self-reliance, parent- Dorinda Bowman brought with her on
homeland. Anditis on their behalf that Adam Schiff hood by proxy, education, and nutri- her return to the United States from
| urge you to begin anew a national Member of Congress tion, the NER assisted an entire gen-Turkey in 1914. The items are on loan

eration of Armenian orphans to main- from Bethel College in Indiana to the

I tain their heritage and reintegrate into
WwwmaSSISW€ek|ycom society. “Quite literally,” Kelleshian Continued on page 4
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Armenian Genocide Day of Remembrance
Commemorated by County of Los Angeles

Massis Weekly

April 19, 2014

Genocide Commemoration
at the Pasadena City Hall

LOS ANGELES, CA — The Ar- visors for their continued efforts in

menian Council of America and over recognizing the Armenian Genocide.

PASADENA — The 99th Com- Like every year, many local, state,
memoration of the Armenian Genocide @nd national elected officials and dig-

40 members of various Armenian or- He also shared his grandparent’s eyewill take place on Thursday April 24, Nitaries will be in attendance and some
ganizations and institutions, including witness accounts of the Genocide and2014 at 10:00 a.m., at the PasadendVill participate in the ceremonies.

Abp. Vatche Hovsepian representing the gruesome atrocities committed by City Hall (100 N. Garfield Ave.)

the Western Diocese, Sergey Sarkisov;ithe Ottoman Turks. “As an Armenian-
Consul General of the Republic of
Armeniain Los Angeles, the Armenian
Chamber of Commerce and the Arme-
nian Caucus for Local SEIU 721 par-
ticipated in the annual Armenian Geno-
cide recognition ceremony on April 15 |
at the Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors meeting where Supervi-
sor Michael Antonovich presented a
resolution in recognition of the pas-
sage of his motion proclaiming April

24,2012 as “Day of Remembrance for
the Armenian Genocide of 1915-1923?
throughout the County.

Supervisor Antonovich delivered
an impassioned speech recounting thds
events of the Genocide and the positiveaca Board Member Mr. Krikor
impact of the Armenian-American com-  noloyan thanking the Board of Supervi-

munity on the County of Los Angeles. sors for their continued efforts in recog-
His Holiness ArChbiShOp Vatche nizing the Armenian Genocide

Hovsepian conducted the opening prayer

and the Honorable Consul General SergeyAmerican | feel that it is my duty to

Sarkisov spoke of the importance of educate and inform the world of the

recognizing the Armenian Genocide. great tragedies from our past in orde
ACA Board Member Krikor to prevent any from occurring in the

Moloyan thanked the Board of Super- future,” said Moloyan.

Armenian Genocide Hokehankist at the Memorial
Monument of Ararat Armenian Cemetery

FRESNO - In observance of the of Der Zor, Syria by the late Rev. Dr.
Armenian Genocide of 1915 a Re- Manaseh G, Papazian in 1930.
guiem Service, Hokehankist, will be
recited on Wednesday, April 23, 2014, Armenian Community School and the

at 5:30 p.m. at the Memorial Monu- Homenetmen Scouts will serve as

ment of Ararat Cemetery, 1925 West honor guard at the commemoration.
Belmont Avenue, Fresno, California. The Armenian Community of

The Armenian Clergy of the San the San Joaquin Valley is invited to
Joaquin Valley will participate in the attend and participate in this com-

Hokehankist Service where remains of memorative event.
an Unknown Genocide Victim is in- flower at the Memorial Monument.

terred at the foot of the Memorial Araratand Masis Cemeteries are ope
Monument, brought from the Desert daily from dawn to dusk.

Armenian Genocide Resolution

Continued frompage 1
NH), Christopher Coons (D-DE), Ri-
by Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid chard Durbin (D-IL), John McCain
(D-NV) and Senators Barbara Boxer (R-AZ), Tom Udall (D-NM), Chris
(D-CA), Diane Feinstein (D-CA), Ed- Murphy (D-CT), Tim Kaine (D-VA),
ward Markey (D-MA), Jack Reed (D- and Edward Markey (D-MA). Sena-

The students of the Charlie Keyan

Come and lay a

Rubio (R-FL), Jeanne Shaheen (D-

The keynote speakers will be Dr.
The annual event is organized by Hampig Sarafian, in English, and Very
the Armenian Community Coalition of R€V-Fr-Andon Atamian, in Armenian.
Pasadena, in conjunction with the City Congresswoman, Judy Chu, will
of Pasadena, and the participation of€ delivering a message on the Arme-
Community Armenian organizations, Nian Genocide and the current tragedy

churches and local private and publicn Syria.
schools student. Marshall Fundamental School

The program will start with the Orchestra will be performing. in a
presentation of Colors by AGBU scouts Cultural program, to duly mark this
followed by the rendition of the an- SOmMPer occasion.
thems of the United States and the Thursday, April 24, 2014 10:00
Republic of Armenia. The boy scouts a.m. Pasadena City Hall 100 N Garfield
of the Armenian General Benevolent AVe, Pasadena, CA 91101

Union’s Pasadena-Glendale Chapter R.'S..V.P. .
will stand guard. paccoalition@gmail.com.

to

An International Conference
Continued from page 3 and least recognized genocide.

Dr. Vatche Mankerian gave a
Ararat-Eskijian Museum for two years. powerful performance on the piano of
Also on loan for the day of the confer- the works of Father Gomidas. Before
ence from a San Francisco patron washis performance he gave tribute to his
a jewelry box made by the orphans of family members, the Mankerians from

ivas. Hadjin. Over three hundred family

Dr. Hayk Demoyan, the director members perished and only handful
of the Armenian Genocide Museum- survivors.

Institute in Yerevan, spoke about Au- Finally, Dr. Robert Fisk, a British
rora Mardiganian—"Why was writer and Middle East correspondent
America’s Heroine was Condemned to for the UK newspaper, The Indepen-
Oblivion?” Demoyan presented newly dent, flew in from Damascus to par-
revealed and unknown materials re-ticipate in the conference. A century
lated to Aurora Mardiganian and movie ago, Ottoman Armenians were
Ravished Armenia”. Aurora was a girl marched to their deaths in the Syrian
from Chmshkatsag in the Ottoman Desert. Now, with the recurring ac-
province of Kharpert (Harput/ counts of massacres in the Syrian
Mamuret ul-Aziz), the daughter of a conflict, including the killings of Ar-
wealthy family who was kidnapped menians on Syrian soil, Dr. Fisk ex-
during a death march and sold into plored the comparisons between the
the slave markets of Turkey. She 1915 Genocide and the current Syrian
eventually escaped, and with the catastrophe.

r]help of the Near East Relief made it Former Governor of California
safely to New York. Aurora authored George Deukmejian presented the
Ravished Armenia, the story of her participants and European and Aus-
survival, which led to the creation tralian diplomats that were present
of the silent film, Auction of Souls. with awards replica of “ Mother
This was the first movie about the Armenia” for their unprecedented
Armenian Genocide. Aurora played humanitarian assistance to the Ar-
the leading role herself. menian Orphans from 1915-1930.

Bared Maronian, the award win- Dr. Fisk also received several reso-
ning director of the documentary of lutions, and a gold medal of “Franz
“Orphans of the Genocide” screened aWerfel” from Dr. Demoyan, the di-

r

RIl), Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI), and tors voting against were Ranking Mem- brief portion of his documentary. He rector of the Genocide Museum in
Richard Durbin (D-IL). ber Bob Corker (R-TN), James Risch showed an emotional visual journey Armenia, for Dr. Fisk’s selfless con-

Senators voting in favor of the (R-ID), Ron Johnson (R-WI), Jeff through never-before-seen archivaltributions to the Armenian cause, as
resolution were Chairman Robert Flake (R-AZ), and John Barrasso (R- footage and recently-discovered mem-Franz Werfel did with his pen when
Menendez (D-NJ), Barbara Boxer (D- WY). Senator Rand Paul (R-KY) was oirs of orphans who lived through the he wrote “The Forty Days of Musa
CA), Benjamin Cardin (D-MD), Marco not present. last century’s first, fully documented, Dagh”
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