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Armenian Commission Urges Switch White House to Display
to Parliamentary Republic Armenian Orphan Rug in November

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — An ad that they are aimed enabling him to WASHINGTON, DC - Rep.
hoc commission on constitutional re- stay in power, as prime minister or Adam Schiff (D-CA) announced on
form set up by President Serzh parliament speaker, after the end of hisWednesday that the White House will
Sarkisian has officially advocated second and final presidential term in be displaying the Armenian Orphan
Armenia’s transformation into a par- 2018. Rug, also known as the Ghazir Rug, as
liamentary republic with a powerful The issue is high on the agenda ofpart of an exhibit at the White House
prime minister and largely ceremonial the ongoing campaign of anti-govern- Visitors Center. The exhibit — entitled
head of state. ment demonstrations launched by the*Thank you to the United States: Three

The commission made a case forProsperous Armenia, Armenian Na- Gifts to Presidents in Gratitude for
radically changing the country’s tional Congress and Zharangutyun par-American Generosity Abroad” — will
“overcentralized” government system ties last month. Rallying more than showcase the Ghazir rug, as well as
in the final version of its reform “con- 10,000 supporters in Yerevan last Fri-the Sevres vase, given to Presiden
cept” that was submitted to Sarkisian day, their leaders said that SarkisianHerbert Hoover in appreciation for
and made public on Wednesday. It alsoshould negotiate “a handover of power” feeding children in post-World War | S8
publicized a positive assessment of thewith them, instead of attempting to France, and the Flowering Branches in[# 8¢
49-page document made by legal ex-amend the constitution. The opposi- Lucite, given to President Barack [#
perts from the Council of Europe. tion trio threatened to step up its pushObama in recognition of American [§

Sarkisian is now expected to hold for “regime change” if he refuses to do support of the people of Japan after thefs
consultations with leading political that. devastating earthquake and tsunami irf:
parties before deciding whether the Sarkisian and his ruling Republi- 2010. These three gifts to American
commission should start drafting con- can Party of Armenia (HAK) have presidentswill be ondisplay so visitors
crete amendments to the Armeniandenied any ulterior motives behind the to the White House and those wishing
constitution along the lines of its rec- planned reform, saying that it is only to see the artifacts can view them. ety 10 months to weave.

ommendations. meant to improve governance in the The Armenian Orphan Rug was President Coolidge noted that,

Three parliamentary opposition country. The president also stated inwoven by orphans of the Armenian “The rug has a place of honor in the
parties challenging Sarkisian have re- Genocide in 1920, and presented toWhite House where it will be a daily
jected those plans out of hand, saying Continuedonpage3 President Calvin Coolidge in 1925 as asymbol of goodwill on earth.” The rug

symbol of gratitude for American aid — which has been in storage at the

As . . E . E ic Uni and generosity for U.S. assistanceWhite House for decades — will be
menia JOlnS urasian L.conomicC Union during the genocide. The rug, which displayed from November 18 — 23 in

measures 11'7" x 185", has over the White House Visitors Center. Schiff

4,000,000 hand-tied knots and tookand the Armenian community have

the Armenian girls in the Ghazir Or-

phanage of the Near East Relief Soci- Continued on page 3

LA Sheriff Candidate Jim McDonnell
Visits SDHP Headquarters

MINSK — Armenian joined the “The negotiations were not easy,
Treaty on the Eurasian Economic Union but due to political will, professional
Friday. The corresponding agreementapproach and willingness to search for
was signed upon the conclusion of thebest decisions we managed to do tha
sitting of the Supreme Eurasian Eco-in a short period of time and take into
nomic Council on Minsk, RIA Novosti consideration the interests of all par-
reports. ties involved,” the President said.

Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan He expressed gratitude to all par-
signed the treaty in May and have ticipants of the process, first of all the
already ratified the document, which heads of state, all officials and experts
is expected to come into force in 2015. for the huge work done. PASADENA, CA — Candidate for Mr. McDonnell welcomed the

Speaking at the sitting of the President Sarkisian said Los Angeles County Sheriff Jim opportunity to meetwith the Executive
Supreme Eurasian Economic Council, Armenia’s decision to join the Eur- McDonnell on Wednesday visited the Committee, and community leaders.
Armenian President Serzh Sarkisianasian integration process derives fromArmenian Educational Benevolent Union Mr. McDonnell also stressed his admi-
voiced confidence that the signing of the fact that we see the Eurasian Eco-Center, where he met with members ofration towards the hard work of the
the document would mark the start of nomic Union as a main format for the the Social Democrat Hunchakian Party —vibrant Armenian-American commu-
a new phase of integration on the development of predictable and maxi- Western US Region Executive Commit- nity, who have been very vocal, very
Eurasian space. mally beneficial cooperation between tee, as well as members of the Armenianpositive and very effective in business

“We are aware of the special our states. Council of American Executive Board, and philanthropy, particularly in the
responsibility we have assumed by The union is aimed at increasing and various community leaders. LA County. Mr. McDonnell reiterated
being the first to join the Treaty. I'm economic cooperation among its mem- During the three hour meeting a his pledge, if elected, to work closely
confident thatthrough joint effortwe’ll ber countries. Under the treaty, mem-wide range of issues were discussedwith the community and its leadership
be able to effectively implement the ber countries agree to guarantee thewith Mr. McDonnell, pertaining to ensuring strong effective relations be-
process of Armenia’s accession byfree flow of goods, services, capital concerns of the Armenian American tween the community, himself and his
minimizing the risks and maximizing and labor, and to implement a coordi- community as well as law enforce- future department.
the common interests,” the Presidentnated policy in the energy, industrial, ment within the LA County Sheriff’s McDonnell will be on the ballot
said. agricultural and transport sectors.  department jurisdiction. for the November 4 General Elections.
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Thousands Take Part in Opposition Rally Baku Returns the Body of Armenian Civilian
in Armenia Killed in Azeribaijani Captivity

YEREVAN — The body of Karen
Petrosian, an Armenian civilian who
was killed in Azerbaijani captivity, has
been handed over to Armenia, APA
agency reports.

The handover conducted by the
State Commission on Prisoners of War,
Hostages and Missing People and the
Defense Ministry through the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Crossin Bala
Jafarli village of Gazakh region on Octo-
ber 10, 2014 passed without incident.

Petrosian, who lived in a border-
land village in northeastern Armenia,
was taken captive on August 7 after
mistakenly appearing in the territory of
Azerbaijan. Shocking images of him of Human Rights. requesting interven-
being dragged by masked soldiers weretion under Rule 39 of the Court’s

YEREVAN — Thousands of —willbepresentedatthe nextrally. He, distributed to the media by authorities General Rules. The appeal called for
people have gathered in the Armenianhowever, did notindicate the dat of the in Azerbaijan, in which he was being Azerbaijan to immediately return the
capital to protest against the govern-next gathering, saying that they will brutally forced to beg pardon from the remains of Petrosyan to his family in a
ment in the largest such demonstrationinform the public about it “within the president of Azerbaijan. dignified state.
in years. next two or three days”. The next day, the Defense Minis- The European Court later asked

Friday’s rally in Yerevan's Free- Raffi Hovannisian, the chairman try announced that he had “suddenly” Azerbaijan to give explanation of its
dom Square brought together three ofof the Zharangutyun (Heritage) party died of “heart failure.” “official position in connection with
the country’s parliamentary opposition respectively, attacked Sarkisian in es- On September 10 the Armenian the repatriation of Karen Petrosian’s
parties and followed a series of smallerpecially strong terms, calling for his side had applied to the European Courtbody.”
demonstrations over the past two weekgesignation.

in cities across the country. But Gagik Tsarukian, the chair- Russian Troops Hold Military Drills
In between speeches by party man of Prosperous Armenia Party . .
representatives, protesters chantedBHK), delivered a much shorter and in Armenia

“Serzh, leave,” calling on the country’s more ambiguous speech. He said he
president, Serzh Sarkisian to quit. will speak at greater length at their next
In his speech at the rally, former anti-government rally. Other speakers
president Levon Ter-Petrosian leveledsaid the opposition trio will set a date
harsh criticism at Sarkisian, saying for it early next week.
that bday is the “most opportune mo- Speakers at the rally pointed out
ment for getting rid of this government”. the failures of the government that §
Responding to “Now”, “Now” callsfrom  they claimed has not been capable o
the crowddemanding immediate ac- solving people’s social and economic Fag o,
tion, he warned, however, that the problems, they also spoke about th 7
scheduling and pace of further stepslarge scale of out-migration, poverty, g "
must be decided exclusively by the corruption, falling investments, faulty [
leaders of the parties who have putlegislation hampering the development
themselves at the head of the struggleof small and medium-sized enterprises, &
Triple political forces hold arally other concerns. - .
in Freedom SquareAccording to Ter- Members of the opposition par-
Petrosian, the roadmap to a completeties agreed that the government has

power change — implemented throughfailed to meet the set of demands
“stage-by-stage” or “package” options issued back in June.

Armenia and Serbia Tie 1-1 in EuroCup YEREVAN — Large-scale drills combat readiness of the forces. The
. with the participation of Russian troops, Russian servicemen are expected to
Quallfler located in Armenia, will be held from cover the distance of 1,000 kilometers

October 13 to 19 at Kamhud and (621 miles) on various types of ar-
Alagyaz training facilities, the press mored vehicles and other equipment.
service of the Russian Southern Mili- The combat training intensity of
tary District has reported. the personnel of the Russian base in
Some 3,000 servicemen and 500Armenia has increased 4.5 times in
units of militaryand other equipment, terms of the number of drills and
including MiG-29 fighter aircraft from ammunition expenditure in 2014.

the Erebuni air base in Yerevan will ~ The Russian 102nd Military Base
participate in the exercises, RIA Novosti IS located in the Armenian city of
reports. Gyumri. On August 20, 2010, Russia

The press service noted that theand Armeniaagreed to prolong the agree-
main goal of the drills is to check the ment on the base location until 2044,

tute for Lazar Markovic. The resulting Now the task was to defend the
corner was headed into the ground andead, having gone ahead in the second
over by Branislav lvanovic. half in Denmark last month in their

Atthe other end Stojkovic tipped group opener only to lose 2-1. They
Marcos Pizzelli’'s effort round the post. did not just sit on the advantage,
Armenia certainly improved later inthe Varazdat Haroyan forcing a Stojkovic
half and also pressed early in the secsave on the counter.

YEREVAN (UEFA.com) Zoran Ozbiliz missed the game due to injuries.ond period, Artur Sarkisov heading a It looked like being two when
ToSic struck in the last minute to deny Serbia, starting their campaignin Pizzelli corner wide. Artur Sarkisov was brought down by
Armeniaa UEFA EURO 2016 qualify- the sole five-team section, had the Still, Serbia were edging play and Stefan Mitrovic in the Serbia box but
ing Group | win, aided by Vladimir better of the early exchanges. How- certainly possession, but with 17 min- Stojkovic kept out Pizzelli's penalty
Stojkovic’s penalty save for Serbia ever, they did not go close until the utesleft Armenia made the breakthrough.and the rebound was put wide. And in
after the home side had gone ahead. 28th minute, Roman Berezovski tip- Robert Arzumanyan dived to head in the last minute Serbia made the most

Armenia’s three starters Henrik ping over a long-range drive from Taron Voskanyan's cross after anotherof their let-off, ToSic striking with a
Mkhitaryan, Yura Movsisyan and Aras Zdravko Kuzmanovic, an early substi- Pizzelli corner was only half-cleared. looping shot from the edge of the box.
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ACA Issues Nevada Elections Endorsements
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LAS VEGAS, NV — The Nevada Nevada's 4th Congressional Dis-
chapter of the Armenian Council of trict is a new district that was created
America has released an initial list of as a result of the 2010 Census. Lo-
candidates deemed worthy for the Ar- cated in the central portion of the state,
menian American vote this November, it includes most of northern Clark
and calls on the growing Armenian County, parts of Douglas and Lyon
American community of Nevada to get counties, and all of Esmeralda, Lin-
out the vote. coln, Mineral, Nye and White Pine

The followingisthe ACANevada counties. The Nevada chapter of Ar-
statement in its entirety: menian Council of America is pleased

“As a vibrant and growing com- to endorse, former Assistant Minority
munity within Nevada, we hope that Leader of the Nevada Assembly, Mr.
the ACA endorsements will be an edu- Cresent Hardy for Nevada’s 4th Con-
cational resource for the Armenian gressional District.

American community, and the Nevada State Assembly —

Armenian American community will District 4: Michelle Fiore

vote for the following individuals in the District 34: Victoria Seaman
upcoming November 4th general elec- Clark County Commissioner —
tions: Commission G: Cindy Lake

Nevada State-wide elections: Clark County Board of Trustees

Governor: Current Governor — District F: Ralph Krauss
Brian Sandoval Clark County District Court

Lieutenant Governor: Current Bench — Judge Adriana Escobar
State Senator Mark Hutchinson The Armenian Council of America

Massis Weekly

Armenian Genocide Central Theme
at Caglari International Conference

M GENOCIDIO
| ! DEL POPOLO

2015 anno
della memoria

Cagliari 17.06.2014

Aula Magna di Economia

Via Sant’lgnazio, 74 - ore 18.00

CAGLIARI, ITALY -- The Ar-
menian Genocide has been selected aBlaman Tarcha, and “Sponda Sud”
a central topic of an international con- news agency’s editor on geopolitical
ference set to take place in Caglari,issues, journalist Alessandro Aramu.

nalist Talal Khrais, Syrian journalist

Italy from 24 to 25 October. Secretary-General of the Arab-
The two-day event will bring to- Italian Assadakah Center
gether ltalian and foreign politicians, Raimondo.Schiavone will be the coor-
as well as scholars and journalists. Thedinator of the discussions on the Ar-
conference is the initiative of the Ital- menian Genocide.
ian-Arab “Assadakah” center. Other discussions will focus on
The discussions on the Armenian the new geopolitical developments in
Genocide are scheduled for OctoberMesopotamia, as well as the role and
25. The participants reiterate an earliersignificance of the media in war situa-
decision to declare 2015 as an Arme-tions.
nian Genocide commemoration yearin The Italian-Arabic center had ear-
the Italian city. lier proposed different pro-Armenian
Speeches will be delivered by initiatives in remembrance of the 1915
Cagliari Mayor Massimo Zedda, Ar- atrocities against the Armenians of the
menian Ambassador to Italy Sargis Ottoman Empire. The center has pro-

Secretary of State: Barbara is a grassroots organization dedicatedGhazaryan, Director of “Armenpress” claimed 2015 as Armenian Genocide

Cegavske to working with all political leaders,
State Treasurer: Dan Schwartz offering Armenian related news, analy-
United States House of Repre- sis and resources for policymakers,

sentatives: media, students and activists, advo-
Nevada's 1st Congressional Dis- cating issues important to Armenian

trict occupies most of Nevada’s largest Americans. The Armenian Council of
city, Las Vegas, as well as parts of North America aims to strengthen U.S. —

Las Vegas and parts of unincorporatedArmenia and U.S. —Nagorno Karabakh

Clark County. The Nevada chapter of ties, the development of programs pro-

Armenian Council of Americais pleased moting sustainable economic growth

to continue its support and endorse Con-and good governance in Armenia, while

gresswomen Dina Titus for Nevada’'s promoting the values and responsibili-
1st Congressional District. ties of global citizenship.”

Armenian Commission Urges

Continued from page 1 commission, told RFE/RL’s Armenian

service (Azatutyun.am). “The lion’s

news agency Aram Ananyan, re- Remembrance Day. It has even asked
searcher of University of CagliariNicola the European Parliament to consider a
Melis, Responsible for the Foreign similar decision on the pan-European
Affairs of the Center and military jour- level.

White House to Display Armenian Orphan Rug

Continued from page 1 Rep. Adam Schiffand Rep. David
Valadao (R-CA) sent a letter along
worked with the White House to find a with 31 other Members to President
way for the Ghazir rug to be sensi- Obama last year urging the Adminis-
tively and appropriately displayed. tration to allow exhibition of the rug.
“The Armenian Orphan Rug em- The full letter is below, and can be
bodies the resilience oie Armenian  found here, and in the letter they stated:
people through their darkest days“The Armenian Orphan Rug is a piece
and serves as a poignant reminder ofof American history and it belongs to
1.5 million Armenians who were mur- the American people. For over a de-

deredin the first genocide of the 20th cade, Armenian American organiza-

June that he will not seek to becomeshare of those powers would be givenCentury. It also reminds Americans tions have sought the public display of
prime minister if Armenia becomes a to the government and the prime min-that our government was a centralthe rug and have requested the White
parliamentary republic. ister.” player in efforts to call attention to House and the State Department grant
The presidential commission “Both de facto and de jure the the plight of the Armenian people and their request on numerous occasions.
headed by Gagik Harutiunian, the chair- prime minister would lead the govern- provide reliefto survivors,” said Rep. Unfortunately, Armenian Americans
man of the Constitutional Court, as- ment and play the role of the political Adam Schiff. “Since first raising this have yet to have their requests granted.
serted in its reform concept that thefirst violinist,” said Poghosian. issue with the White House, we have We urge you to release this American
widely recognized flaws of the current The commission also believes that worked to find a dignified way to treasure for exhibition.” Since sending
constitution enacted in 1995 cannot bethe president should be elected by thedisplay the Rug so that Americans the letter, Schiff has continued to urge
addressed without a switch to the National Assembly or a special elec- can come to see this important arti-the White House to find a way for the
parliamentary form of governance. That toral college, rather than a majority of fact, and learn about an important rug to be displayed.
would provide for a “clearer func- voters, as has been the case sincehapter of the shared history of the The White House has confirmed
tional separation of powers,” it said. 1991. In addition, its reform frame- Armenian and American peoples. | the Display of Ghazir Rug in a state-
The concept says that the execu-work would bar the head of state from want to thank the White House for mentby NSC Spokesperson Bernadette
tive branch must be headed only by theseeking a second term. working with us, and look forward Meehan announcing that the rug will
prime minister and members of his or The presidential panel also rec-to seeing the rug displayed at thebe shown at the White House Visitor
her cabinet representing the parlia-ommended other constitution changesWhite House Visitors Center.” Center .
mentary majority. It says that the presi- which it said would make Armenian
dent of the republic should essentially courts more independent and improveration of a concrete package of pro-of law and respect for human rights,”
act like an “impartial arbiter” monitor- the system of local governments. posals for the reform of the Constitu- it said.
ing the government’s and parliament’s The so-called Venice Commis- tion of the Republic of Armenia,” it The Armenian constitution can
compliance with the constitution. sion, a Council of Europe body moni- said in a written analysis sent to be amended only through a referen-
“The presidential powers will be toring legal reforms in member states, Yerevan. The changes recommendeddum. Some officials in Yerevan have
drastically curtailed if there is a transi- has found most of its arguments con-to Sarkisian would “strengthen demo- said that it will take place by the begin-
tion to the parliamentary system,” vincing. “The draft concept paper is a cratic principles and establish the nec-ning of 2016 if Sarkisian presses ahead
Vartan Poghosian, a member of thegood and valuable basis for the prepa-essary conditions for ensuring the rulewith the reform.
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“We Sing Armenian Church Songs” Album Fresno Armenian Community
Set for October 18 Release to Break Ground on Genocide Monument

NEW YORK -- Award-winning
artist Nvair will officially release her
latest album, “We Sing Armenian
Church Songs (Badarak Hymns for
Children)” on Friday, October 18, 2014. |
Her latest compilation is an innovative
educational tool, which teaches the
hymns of the Armenian Divine Liturgy
to the younger generation. Produced
by Nvair Kadian Beylerian, creator of
the HYEfamily children’s song series,
and co-produced by educational con-
sultant Andrea Arpiarian Carden, su-
perintendent of the St. Leon Armenian
Sunday School in Fair Lawn, NJ, the
album serves to make the Armenianclassrooms and at home, placing a
Divine Liturgy more accessible to chil- teaching tool directly in the hands of
dren and their families. Each song is parents and grandparents who can sing
recorded in both Armenian and English along not only in Sunday School but
and includes liner notes explaining the any day of the week. FRESNO, CA — On Sunday, No- academic, and political leaders-it was
significance of each hymn during the “Once again Nvair has under- vember 2, the Armenian Community of the first step in its intent to exterminate
church service. stood that the continuation of our cul- the San Joaquin Valley will break ground an entire people. Many succumbed to

“This album is about bringing ture and faith depends upon our youth’son a monument dedicated to the 100thstarvation and exhaustion during state-
our Armenian Church life into our involvement,”said Dinkjian, arenowned Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide. mandated deportations or “death
daily lives,” said Beylerian, who has a musician who arranged “Kreesdos EeThe event will begin at 2:30 p.m. and marches” that left Western Armenia de-
master’'s degree in education and hasviech/Christ In Our Midst” and played take place at the Fresno State Maplevoid of its native inhabitants even to this
been involved in “edutainment,” com- the guitar, lafta and oud on the track Mall, located south of the Satellite Stu- day. Others were murdered outright,
bining both education and entertain- with a solo accompaniment from Nvair. dentUnion. Free parking will be available often in ways that defy all sense of
ment elements for children, since 2001.“We Sing presents our Armenian youth in Lots P15, P16 and Lots P5, P6. Thehumanity. According to historians, legal
“It's a reminder of who we are.” singing Armenian sacred music, for groundbreaking ceremony is open to theexperts, and more than 20 nations

“We want the kids to feel com- the firsttime in Armeniaand English.  public and all are welcome. throughout the world, the planned and
fortable in church,” said Carden, who For my ears, there is very little which Built from béton brut (architec- systematic nature of these atrocities
holds a master of arts degree and is ds more pure, innocent, and sincere agural concrete) and tufa stones, the monu-clearly constitute a genocide as defined
special education specialistin the Newa child’s voice. ment will embody symbols of cultural by the United Nations’ Convention on
Jersey Public School system. “Feeling Following the album’s release, meaning to the Armenian people. Its the Prevention and Punishment of the
that connection and experiencing thatBeylerian and Carden are scheduled tgprincipal components will be arrangedin Crime of Genocide.
familiarity gives them areason to want make interactive educational presenta-a circular pattern and angled inwards, The Armenian Genocide Centen-
to be there.” tions to Sunday Schools across thereminiscent of the Tzitzernagapert Ar- nial Committee-Fresno is an organiza-

The album, consisting of seven Eastern Diocese as well as to Arme-menian Martyrs Monument in Armenia. tion made-up of representatives from
hymns including Hayr Mer/Our Fa- nijan communities throughoutthe coun- The nine pillars that will comprise the religious, educational, social, and politi-
ther, Hamenaynee/In All Things, Soorp try. Their first presentation will be body of the structure represent the sixcal organizations of the Central Valley.
Soorp/Holy, Holy, Marmeen heldintheirhome parish during the St. provinces of historic Armenia, Cilicia, The group’s goals are to commemorate
Deroonagan/The Body Of The Lord, Leon Food & Arts Festival in Fair the Diaspora, and the Republic of Arme-the 1.5 million martyrs who perished at
Kreesdos Ee Mech/ChristIn Our Midst, Lawn, NJ on Sunday, October 19 at nia. Anincomplete halo will be setabove the hands of the Ottoman Turkish Gov-

Amen Yegheetsee/Blessed Be and2:00 p.m. the columns, signifying both the frac- ernment; to educate others about the
Ohrnetseets Uz Der/l Will Praise The ture left by the Genocide and the unity of Armenian Genocide and historical injus-
Lord, are sung in both English and About Nvair & HYEfamily the Armenian people. tice; and to inspire people to overcome
Armenian by the HYEfamily Children’s Nvair Kadian Beylerian holds a Sunday’s ceremony will mark con- adversity through the story of the survi-
Chorus. The vibrant singers, most of BA in History and a Master’s degree in struction of the memorial, which will be vors’ of the Armenian Genocide. In
whom are students of the St. LeonEducation. She is a third-generation christened on April 24th, 2015. addition to the monument, the AGCC-
Armenian Sunday School, and whose Armenian American who has had the As many as 1.5 million Armenians Fresno is organizing and promoting nu-

ages range from four to ten years old,privilege of growing up within a cul- losttheir livesin the period 1915-1923 at merous events in the coming year. For
include Sophia Ashbahian, Victoria turally rich, Armenian-speaking house- the hands of the Ottoman Turkish gov- more information, visitthe AGCC-Fresno

Ashbahian, Alexa Siran Farah, Liana hold rooted in the active and energeticernment. On April 24th 1915, the Young website at www.agcfresno.org and on
Sarine Farah, Arpineh Halajian, Devan Armenian-diasporan community of the Turk regime arrested and eventually ex-Facebook at www.facebook.com/

Vartan Regas, and Nickolas AraRegas.NYC region. She has been on stageecuted hundreds of Armenian religious, agcfresno.

“These children brought remark- performing Armenian song and dance
able focus, almost no self-conscious-with her family since childhood. Nvair
ness and a wonderful sense of fun.continues in that vein, performing for
They're an example for performers of children and their families across the
allages,” said Joseph Halajian, record-country, connecting them to their roots FRESNO — Film director lions of Armenians were forced out of
ing engineer of the aloum. “The sound with joy and laughter. Suzanne Khardalian (Sweden) will be their homes in the then Ottoman Em-
they make together is truly uplifting.” Since 2001, Nvair has releasedthe discussant at a screening of hempire, into the deserts of Syria and Iraq.

“We Sing Armenian Church three children’s CDs in Armenian film, “Grandma’s Tattoos,” as part of More than a million people died in what
Songs” is the product of a 10-year (2Mayrer, Donadzar and Ari Mer the CineCulture Film Series at Fresno,Armenians describe as a Genocide,
journey Beylerian and Carden embarkedDoon). She performs interactive bi- at 5:30PM, on Friday, October 24, although Turkey rejects this accusa-
on when they began collaborating to- lingual concerts for Armenian and non- 2014. The film will be shown in the tion.
gether to teach primary-grade SundayArmenian children and their familiesin Leon S. and Pete Peters Educational ~ Everybody in the family seemed
School students spiritual, Christian the US and Canada. Each CD has beefenter Auditorium, located onthe West to know the story, but no one ever
music along with Armenian church nominated for the Annual Armenian End of the Save Mart Center (entry atspoke about it.
hymns. After observing how well the Music Awards in the category of Best Shaw and Woodrow Aves.). Suzanne Khardalian is an inde-
children grasped the hymns and theirChildren’s Album in their respective The screening is co-sponsored pendent documentary filmmaker and
interest in knowing what the songs years. Donadzar was awarded a Bigby the Armenian Studies Program atwriter.
meant, Beylerian and Carden decidedApple Music Award in 2003, in the Fresno State. The film screening is free and
to dedicate an album solely to Arme- Best Children’s Album category. For Director Khardalian makes a jour- open to the public. Free public parking
nian Church hymns so it could be usedmore information and updates, pleaseney into her own family’s history to isavailable in all Parking Lots near the
as a learning tool in Sunday School yvisit www.hyefamily.com. investigate the terrible truth behind her Peters Educational Center Auditorium.

. grandmother’s odd tattoos and, in the For more information about the
www.massisweekly.com

process, unveils the story of the Arme- lecture please contact the Armenian

. nian women driven out of Ottoman Studies Program at 278-2669, or visit

Updated every Fnday Turkey during the First World War. our website at www.fresnostate.edu/
During the First World War, mil- armenianstudies.

Screening of “Grandma’s Tattoos” in Fresno
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Constantinople Churches”

in the Ottoman Empire”

ARARAT-ESKIJIAN MUSEUM
AND

THE ARMENIAN STUDIES PROGRAM AT CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, NORTHRIDGE

Present a Conference on

ARMENIAN ART AND CULTURE IN THE OTTOMAN
EMPIRE BEFORE 1915

—t
Saturday, October 18, 2014

Ararat-Eskijian Museum, Sheen Chapel
15105 Mission Hills Road, Mission Hills, CA 91345

Co-Sponsored by:
AGBU-ASBED

Armenian Jewelers Association

Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Soclety
National Association for Armenian Studies and Research (NAASR)

Nor Serount Cultural Association

Organization of Istanbul Armenlans

Tekeyan Cultural Association

United Armenian Council of Los Angeles for the Commemoration of the Armenian Genocide

—

Morning Session (9:45AM-12:30PM)
*Dr. Ronald Marchese: “From the Monumental to the Minkature: Armenian Religlous Embrolderies from the

*Aram Kouyoumdjian, Esq.: “Arrested Development: Western Armenian Theater in the Nineteenth Century”
*Dr. Vatché Mankerian: “Armenian Contributions to the Musical Life of the Ottoman Empire and Beyond"
*Van Aroian: “The Abdullah Fréres and Armenian Contribution to Pholography in the Ottoman Empire”

At

Afternoon Session (1:30PM-4:30PM)
*Dr. Christina Maranci: "Armenian Architects of the Ottoman Empire”
*Dr. Ronald Marchese: "Metal and Other Dbjects from the Armenian Orthodox Churches of
Constantinople: Treasures of Faith and Their Sociological Implications™
*Mariam Vardanian: "Armenian Silversmiths and Goldsmiths of the Ottoman Empire”®
*Dr. Susan Pattie: "The Extraordinary Lives of Ordinary Things: Material Culture among Armenians

‘-n:‘_:.‘__?

*Special exhibition from the private collection of Mr. OsepTokat, author of the book Armenian
Master Silversmiths, will be held at the Araral-Eskijian Museum only on October 18*

—

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT
The Museum (818) 838-4862 or e-mall at Maggiegoschin@gmail.com
Maggic Mangassarian-Goschin (818) 357-1606
Prof. Vahram Shemmassian: (818) 677-3456; vahram.shemmassian@csun.edu
FREE ADMISSION DONATIONS WELCOME
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SAVE THE DATE
AMAA-Haigazian University Celebratory Banquet in honor of Pr.
Mihran Agbabian and George R. Phillips, Esq.; Saturday, Novembdr 15,
2014, 6 pm, Beverly Hills Hotel, $200; Information: Julie Aharonian §18-
368-5266; Katia Kermoyan 818-242-5064.

SAVE THE DATE
DECEMBER 6 - Saturday: Western Diocese Eleventh Annual Christ-
mas Ball; 7:00 p.m. Reception and Gala Tree Lighting Ceremony, 8:09 p.m.
Dinner-Dance and Program honoring Ten Young Professiional Comnjunity
Activists, Nazareth and Sima Kalaydjian Hall, 3325 North Glenoaks Hlvd.,
Burbank. For further info call the Western Diocese (818) 558-7474,
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