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SDHP Condemns Assaults
Against Opposition Members

The Social Democrat Hunchakian
Party (SDHP) condemns violence
against freedom-fighters and opposi-
tion deputy of the Armenian parliament
Aram Manukyan along with other pub-
lic figures, Armenia’'s SDHP Execu-
tive Committee Chairman Narek
Galstyan told reporters on Tuesday.

The SDHP Executive Committee
Chairman informed the media that
SDHP members participated in a pro-
test against violence in Yerevan on
Monday. “It is a disgrace when a
personisassaulted for hisor her views
or political statements. We are wit-
nesses and we hope that the relevant
bodies will punish the culprits,” he
said.

“In Armeniaaperson who steals
a hen is sentenced to several years,
whereas an assailant isreleased.” Mr.
Galstyan said “We hope that the rel-
evant bodies will establish the motive
for the assaults and punish those who
ordered and commit them. The parlia-
mentary group of the ruling Republi-
can Party of Armenia should be con-
cerned in resolving the problem.”

The SDHP Chairman also spoke
on the recent increases in consumer
goodsand the depreciation of thedram.
“The Central Bank president promised
an aggressive policy to prevent con-
tinuous dram depreciation. Where is
this aggressive policy? They said that
some peopl e are seeking to takeadvan-
tage of the situation. So why are not
such people behind bars?’ Galstyan
stressed.

Galstyan was also critical of the
price increases before the New Y ear.
“A 20 percent depreciation of the Ar-
menian dram proves that the govern-
ment does not carry out its regulatory
functions, while petroleum prices are
indeclineworldwide, they arerisingin
Armenia. The prices for home-made
products are also rising. This is evi-
denceof thegovernment’ spoor work,”
Galstyan said, “We are again facing a
regrettable situation where there is a
desire to get maximum profit and be-
come super rich with no consideration
for the Armenian economy and no
consequences. No good can be gained
from such economic lawlessness.”

Armenia Scraps Visas for U.S. Citizens

o

AN

Welcome_to

YEREVAN — Citizens of the
United Stateswill nolonger need visas
to visit Armenia starting next month,
the Armenian government said on
Thursday.

Foreign Minister Edward Nal-
bandian announced thelifting of visa
requirements for them, effective
from January 1, during a weekly
cabinet meeting in Y erevan.

Nalbandian said that the U.S.

government will reciprocate by easing
some of its own, much stricter visa
proceduresfor Armenian nationals. In
particular, “many categories’ of Ar-
menians will now be eligible for mul-
tiple-entry Americanvisasvalidfor 10
years, he said.

Yerevan's plans to unilaterally
abolish the visa regime with the U.S.

Continued on page4
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SDHP and AGBU Leaders
Discuss Issues of Concern

YEREVAN, DECEMBER 16, 2014 —Chairman of the Central Committee
of the Social Democrat Hunchakian Party (SDHP) Hagop Dikranian and
President of the Armenian General Benevolent Union (AGBU) Berge Setrakian
met at the AGBU Y erevan center. Asthe SDHP press service reports, Vasken
Y acoubian; AGBU Central Board member, also participating in the meeting.

During the cordial meeting, both sides discussed variousissues concern-
ing Armeniansin Armeniaand inthe Diasporaand emphasized theimportance
of pan--national organizations, especially in their mission to preserve the
Armenian identity. The participants also agreed to hold more frequent

consultative meetings towards these issues.

ACA Hosts Annual Holiday Celebration
and Open House

Glendale, CA — To celebrate the
holiday season and wrap up a year of
legislative success and historical vic-
tories, the Armenian Council of
America hosted a holiday party and
open house on Sunday, December 14
at the ACA officein Glendale.

Among the many guests, digni-
taries and community leaders who
enjoyed thefestivitieswas Congress-
man Adam Schiff who expressed his
gratitude to the Armenian American
community for all their years of sup-
port for him and his legislative work
inWashington. Hereiterated hislove
for the Armenian community and
discussed the importance of civic
involvement.

Glendale City Clerk Ardashses
“Ardy” Kassakhian, LosAngelesCom-
munity College District Board of
Trustee Scott Svonkin, Mary Manouk-
ian, representing Assemblymember
Mike Gatto, former Assemblymember
Anthony Portantino, Glendale City
Council candidate Vartan Gharpetian,
Los Angeles City Council Candidate
Rostom Sarkissian all stopped by to
wish everyone a joyous and prosper-

ous holiday season.

“1I’mvery proud of our organiza-
tion and all we have accomplished this
past year,” said ACA Chairman Sevak
Khatchadorian. “Although we have
achieved a great deal of success, our
work isnot over. Weshould utilizethis
opportunity to work even harder inthe
upcoming years to not only advance
Armenian causes, but to also invigo-
rate the future generations of Arme-
nian Americans who will carry the
baton of advocacy into the future and
beyond.”

TheArmenian Council of America
iS a grassroots organization dedicated
to working with all political leaders,
offering Armenianrel ated news, analy-
sis and resources for policymakers,
media, students and activists, advo-
cating issues important to Armenian
Americans. The Armenian Council of
America aims to strengthen U.S. —
Armeniaand U.S. —Nagorno Karabakh
ties, the development of programspro-
moting sustainable economic growth
and good governancein Armenia, while
promoting the values and responsibili-
ties of global citizenship.
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Armenian Opposition Lawmaker Attacked
In Yerevan

YEREVAN—AramManukian, a
veteran politician affiliated with the
Armenian National Congress (ANC),
was assaulted outside his apartment
block inY erevan. Manukian, who had
a black eye and other visible facial
injuries, described the attacker as a
middle-aged man who said nothing
while throwing punches. This is the
latest in a series of violent attacks on
prominent participants of recent anti-
government demonstrations staged by
three major opposition parties.

Manukian required medical ex-
amination and aid. He was also ques-
tioned by police later in the evening.
Nobody was arrested in the following
hours.

Other senior membersof the ANC
were quick to arrive at the scene of the
incident. They accused the Armenian
authorities of ordering the violence.

Levon Zurabian, the ANC’s
deputy chairman, linkeditwithsimilar
beatings that were endured by three
other opposition activists earlier this
week. They are well-known veterans
of the Nagorno-K arabakh war actively
participating in a campaign of anti-
government rallies organized by the
ANC, the Prosperous Armenia Party
(PAP) and the Zharangutyun party.

“Theregime' sjackalsare attack-
ing opposition representatives,”
Zurabiantoldreporters. “ Intheir primi-
tive view, they can thereby break up
our popular movement.”

According to  Zurabian,
Manukian’s beating was filmed by a
surveillance camera placed at the en-

trance to the apartment building. He
said police investigators can therefore
easily identify and prosecute the at-
tacker. “1f they don’t do that, it will be
further proof that Serzh Sarkisian and
his regime were behind this crime,”
added Zurabian.

Manukian was one of the speak-
ers at nationwide rallies held by the
opposition trio this fall. In one of his
speeches, he made derogatory com-
ments about Sarkisian which angered
senior members of theruling Republi-
can Party of Armenia.

Meanwhile, Armenia’s human
rightsombudsman, Karen Andreasian,
on Friday expressed serious concern
at and strongly condemned the beat-
ings of the four oppositionists as well
asearlier arson attacks on cars belong-
ing to several members of another
opposition group. Andreasian urged
law-enforcement authoritiesto punish
the perpetrators “ as soon as possible.”

Nobody has been arrested or
charged in connection with thoseinci-
dents so far.

‘Panic In Russia’ Blamed For Armenian

Currency Crisis

temporary the continu-
ing weakening of the na-
tional currency, the
dram, and insisted that it |
will not undermine the
country’s financial sys- sl
tem. o
The Central Bank

of Armenia (CBA)|
claimed that thedram is
grossly undervalued just as it lost an-
other 4 percent of its value against the
U.S. dollar despite a nearly 3 percent
strengthening of the Russian ruble.

“The panic in Russia has easily
spreadto Armenia,” saidthe CBA gov-
ernor, Artur Javadian. In particular, he
blamed “panicky messages’ coming
from hundreds of thousands of Arme-
nians working in Russia.

Remittances sent home by them
have long supported a considerable
part of Armenia’ s population and cov-
ered the country’s massive current
account deficit. The dram began los-
ing ground in early November amid a
growing decrease in those cash flows
resulting from the ruble’s collapse.
The dram has since depreciated by
more than 25 percent.

The Armenian currency traded at
an average of 553 drams per dollar on
Wednesday evening, downfromaround

530 drams per dollar on Tuesday. Its
fall wassharper earlier intheday, with
the CBA selling $4 millionto commer-
cial banks for almost 571 drams per
dollar. The dram was worth even less
incurrency exchangeshopsinY erevan
and Gyumri in the afternoon. Some of
them sold limited amounts of dollars
for 620-630 drams per dollar while
others offered no hard currency at all.

The dram rallied later in the day
despite the apparent absence of addi-
tional dollar injections by the Central
Bank. The latter has not raised its
benchmark lending rate since the out-
break of the crisis.

“The main reason for the
[dollar’s] overvaluation is panic and
speculations by some economic enti-
ties,” Javadiantold an emergency news
conference. “The real price of the
Armenian dram will become known
after the causes of its undervaluation

December 20, 2014

Tehran Hosts Iran-Armenia

Joint Economic Commission Meeting

TEHRAN — The 12th session of
Iran-Armeniajoi nt economic commis-
sion was held in Tehran on Monday
with a number of the two countries
ministers and their deputies in atten-
dance, Tansim NewsAgency reported.

During the meeting, Iran’s En-
ergy Minister Hamid Chitchiantouched
upon the great potential for closer
cooperation between Tehran and
Yerevan in diverse areas, including in
cultural and political fields.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran
and Armenia share many cultural and
historical commonalities,” hesaid, add-
ing, “ Sincetheindependence of Arme-
nia, these commonalitiestogether with
thepolicy of good neighborlinesshave
made political relations between the
two countries experience an increas-
ing trend free from ups and downs.”

Chitchian emphasized that over
the past two years, some financial
problems caused a halt in the growing
mutual cooperation, adding that how-
ever, with the efforts made by the two
sides’ relevant organizations and offi-
cials, the problemshave been resolved
and the two countries can enjoy closer

relations, particularly in the field of
economy.

Also at the meeting, Armenian
Energy and Natural Resources Minis-
ter Ervand Zakharyan voiced his
country’s determination to strengthen
bilateral cooperation with Iran in all
fields.

There is an appropriate legal
ground for the promotion of economic
cooperation between the two coun-
triesin diverse areas, he said.

Zakharyan added that the two
countries can jointly work on various
projects, including the completion of
the third line of power transmission
betweenthetwo countries, the comple-
tion of the joint railroad and the con-
struction of ahydroelectric power sta-
tion.

Three Companies Exploring for
Oil in Armenia

YEREVAN (ARKA News) —
Three companies are exploring for oil
in the territory of Armenia, Vardan
Vardanyan, the head of an energy and
natural resources ministry’'s depart-
ment overseeing devel opment of mines,
said today. He said the territory of
Armeniaisdividedintosix conditional
blocks distributed among the compa-
nies.

He said the first and third blocks
located in the north of the country are
being explored by Russian company
Armoil; the second block in Armavir
province is being explored by Arme-
nian company Integral Petroleum, and
the fourth, fifth and sixth blocks in
Gegharkunik and southern regions are
being explored by Blackstairs Energy
Armenia company.

He said the companies have ob-
tained all necessary licenses and per-
mits and will present their findings
later. According to him, Armoil and
Integral Petroleum were granted 5-
year licenses in 2013 while the
Blackstairs Energy Armenia has ex-
tended itstwo-year licensethreetimes.

Oil explorationin Armeniabegan

inthe 40-50s of thelast century. It was
stepped up inthe’ 60s, when several 4-
4.5 km deep wells were drilled in
Artashat and Hoktemberyan regions
near Yerevan. Some wells contained
small amounts of oil and gas.

Before1991 some 120 wellswere
drilledin Ararat Valley, but none con-
tained enough oil for commercial de-
velopment. The interest of foreign
companies in Armenia increased in
2000 following arisein global oil and
natural gas prices.

The Syunik, Vayotsdzor and
Gegharkunik regions extends east to
theborder with oil-rich Azerbaijan and
south toward the border with Iran.

are eliminated. Right now the dramis
very undervalued. After speculations
and undue panic end, the Armenian
dram will appreciate considerably.”

“The Central Bank iscontinuing to
keepthesituation under control,” hesaid.
“We are confident that we wield &l the
leversto deter inflation and our supreme
objective remains price stability.”

The Armenian government also
moved to reassure the population, with
PrimeMinister Hovik Abrahamianissuing
aspecia statement in support of measures
takenbytheCBA.“ Thegovernmentisalso
in constant touch with our international
partners and it is confident that with joint
efforts and serene judgment we can en-
sure stability in both the financiad and
commodity markets,” he said.

Abrahamian discussed those ef-
forts as well as “possible develop-
ments” and “further steps’ with the
Y erevan-based representatives of the
International Monetary Fund and the
World Bank later on Wednesday. Ac-
cording to the government’s press
office, they praised the Armenian au-
thorities’ response to the crisis.

The office said both sides agreed
on the need to maintain the dram’s
market-based floating exchange rate.
It did not clarify whether Yerevan is
seeking additional IMFand World Bank
funding to shore up the dram.

Abrahamian and Javadian also
assured Armeniansthat their bank sav-
ings are not at risk because of the
exchangerate volatility.
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Cross-Stone in Memory of King Levon VI

and Armenian Genocide Victims

Consecrated in Lusignan, France

LUSIGNAN, FRANCE — The
solemn opening ceremony and conse-
cration of the cross-stone dedicated to
the last Armenian king Leo V (also
knowninthe Armenian historiography
as Leo VI), perished fighters strug-
gling for the freedom of France, and
the Armenian Genocide victims was
held in the French city of Lusignan.

The event was attended by the
Minister of Diaspora of the Republic
of ArmeniaHranush Hakobyan and the
Ambassador of the Republic of Arme-
nia to France Vigen Chitechyan. A
number of French officials, aswell as
representatives of the Armenian com-
munity and guests were present at the

event.

The cross-stone was placed
through the combined efforts of the
Lusignan Municipality, the Ararat As-
sociation, the “ Association of Former
French-Armenian Fighters and Resis-
tance Fighters” and the Commission
Coordinating the Events Dedicated to
the 100 th Anniversary of the Arme-
nian Genocide in France.

Duringthevisit, Armenia sMin-
ister of Diaspora meet with members
of the France Regional Committee in
charge of Coordinating the Events
Dedicated tothe 100 th Anniversary of
the Armenian Genocide, as well as
membersof community organizations.

German Court Decision Due on

Armenian Gospel Stolen from
Turkish-Occupied Areas of Cyprus

A German Court of Appea will
issueitsfinal decisiononthefateof the
remaining 85 treasures stolen from the
Turkish occupied areas of Cyprus,
including fragments of church wall
paintings, icons, a manuscript of an
Armenian gospel and 40 prehistoric
antiquities, the Cyprus Mail reports.

The Court of Appeal of Munich
isexpected toissueitsfinal decision
in relation to the remaining items
found in the possession of Turkish
dealer in illicit antiquities Aydin
Dikmen in apartments he maintained
in Munich, unless by the 13th of
February 2015 there is a friendly
settlement. A total of 173 looted
treasures found in Aydin Dikmen's
posession in Munich were repatri-

ated to Cyprus last October.

Y esterday, ahearing took place
in the Court of Appeal in Munich,
where the German judge proposed
an out of court friendly settlement
by the 13th of February 2015, other-
wise, the Court will issue its final
decision by March 16, 2015.

In statements to CNA, Bishop
Porphyrios of Neapolis said that the
Church of Cyprus and the Law Of-
fice of the Republic of Cyprus will
try to reach an amicable settlement
with the other party provided that
“the settlement is reasonable and
will allow therepatriation of all Cyp-
riot treasures’.

Turkish art smuggler Aydin
Dikmen had his headquarters in

CNN International Features
Armenia in Documentary

CNN hastakenaglimpseintothe
life of modern-day Armeniaas part of
itslatest On the Road series broadcast
over the weekend.

A documentary presented on CNN
International on Saturday attempted to
explore Armenia from different as-
pects, including the innovative
brainpower of its young people, the
nation’s love of chess, the difficult
history of Armenians and their tradi-
tions.

Y erevan’s Tumo Center for Cre-
ative Technologies is featured as one
of the great |earning environments for
young Armenians facilitating the
nation’s innovation drive. The CNN
crew also visited the Chess Academy
in the Armenian capital where parents
were witnessing their kids “matching
wits” in a competition, emphasizing
thefact that chessisincluded in school
curriculain Armenia.

The authors of the documentary
took tripsto the monastery in Geghard
and the country’s only surviving pa-

gan temple in Garni as part of their
quest for thespirit of Armenia, empha-
sizing that Armenia was first to adopt
Christianity asitsofficial religion back
in301AD. They alsotasted traditional
Armenian khash with ayoung political
satirist.

Emphasizing the fact that Arme-
niais home to only 3 out of some 10
million Armenianswholiveintheworld
today, the documentary showcases
the Birthright Armenia experience of
several young DiasporaArmeniansvis-
iting their historical homeland as part
of the program.

When showing Tsitsernakaberd
in Yerevan the authors of the docu-
mentary emphasize that it is a memo-
rial tothe Armenian Genocideinwhich
1.5 million Christian Armenians were
massacred in Ottoman Turkey. Foot-
age of the Tatik-Papik (“We Are Our
Mountains’) statue, one of the most
recognizable symbols of Nagorno-
Karabakh, also appearsin the film for
a moment.

Munich and channeled the booty
taken from the occupied areas
through Turkey, to the whole world.
One of the biggest cases of illicit
tradinginantiquitiesinvolving Aydin
Dikmen was the plundering of the
wall paintings from the church of
Agios Euphemianus and the 6th cen-
tury wall mosaics from the Church
of PanagiaK anakariaintheoccupied
areas of Cyprus.

In October and November 1997
the German Police raided apartments
maintained by the Turkish dealer in
illicit antiquitiesin Munich. The num-
ber of works of art they uncovered
was astonishing: treasures were found
from about fifty looted churches in
Turkish-occupied Cyprus.

The records kept by the Turk-
ish illicit dealer in antiquities have
been lodged as exhibitsat the Bavar-
ian Court. Thedetailed way inwhich
he kept hisrecordsisunprecedented:
photographs and sketches prior to
the theft of the mosaics and wall
paintings, during their removal and
after, as well as copies of the mosa-

icsintended to besold asoriginalsin
theillicit antiques trade.

The uncontrolled situation in
the Turkish-occupied area of Cyprus
after the Turkish invasion in 1974
has fostered the development of a
network of dealersinillicit antiqui-
ties whose aim was to sell out the
cultural heritage of Cyprus. Withthe
encouragement and hel p of the Turk-
ish army, the trade inillicit antiqui-
ties has brought great profit to those
involved, and Cypriot treasures al-
ready adorn private collectionsin a
number of countries including Tur-
key, Russia, Switzerland, Holland
and the UK, and even as far as the
US, Australia and Japan.

More than 500 churches situated
in the areas under Turkish occupation
since 1974 have been destroyed, plun-
dered and looted or turned into stabl es,
warehouses, restaurants and hotels.
For this the Cyprus government and
church have repeatedly protested to
theUN, theWorld Council of Churches
and many other international and reli-
gious organisations.
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Dr. Nazareth Darakjian Elected
New President of the AMAA Board

PARAMUS, NJ— On December
5, the Board of Directors of the Arme-
nian Missionary Association of
America(AMAA), inaccordancewith
the association’s established policies
and procedures, elected its new offic-
ers as follows: Nazareth Darakjian,
M.D., President; Michael Voskian,
D.M.D., Vice President; Thomas
Momjian Esg. and ArsinePhillips, Esq.,
Recording Secretaries; and Nurhan
Helvacian, Ph.D., Treasurer.

Dr. Darakjianwashbornin Aleppo,
Syria. At the age of 13 his family
moved to Beirut, Lebanon, where he
graduated from the Armenian Evan-
gelical College. He continued his edu-
cation at the American University of
Beirut (AUB), receiving his Bachelor
of Science degree in 1974 before en-
tering the AUB Medical School. In
1976, escalations in the civil war in
L ebanon forced him and his family to
emigrateto Chicago. There, he contin-
ued his medical education at Loyola
University School of Medicine and
received hisM.D. Cum Laudein 1978.
He was also inducted into the Alpha
Omega AlphaHonor Medical Society
and the Alpha Sigma Nu Jesuit Honor
Society. He further carried out his
postgraduate studies in Ophthalmol-
ogy, again at Loyola University of
Chicago. In1982 Dr. Darakjianmoved
to Southern California, wherehestarted
a private practice specializing in dis-
eases and surgery of the eye.

Dr. Darakjian is an active mem-
ber of the United Armenian Congrega-
tional Church, Los Angeles. For many
years he has served on the Board of
Directors of the Merdinian Armenian

Evangelical School of Sherman Oaks,
CA as Treasurer. Currently he is the
Chairman of the Dilijan Chamber Mu-
sic Series, associated with the Lark
Musical Society of Glendale, CA. Dr.
DarakjianhasbeenservingontheAMAA
Board for several year, most recently as
itsVice President. Heis also amember
of several AMAA Committees.

Dr. Nazareth Darakjian is mar-
riedtoDr. Ani Darakjianandthey have
two sons, Haig and Ara.

The AMAA was founded in
Worcester, Mass. in 1918 and incor-
porated in New Y ork in 1920 with the
purpose of strengthening and support-
ingthe Armenian peopleintheir Chris-
tian faith and to encourage religious
education as well as literary and phil-
anthropic work.

For more information about the
AMAA ministries, visit www.amaa.org
or call theAMAA headquartersat (201)
265-2607.

Children of Armenia Fund Annual Gala Raises
$2.4 Million for Expansion into Rural Armenia

NEW YORK -
December 15, 2014 —
The eleventh annual
Children of Armenia
Fund (COAF) Holiday
Gala took place at
Cipriani 42nd Street on
December 12, 2014, in
New York City. Over
450 guestsattended the |
galafundraiser, includ- |
ing honorary chairs
Victor Garber, Susan
Kendall Newman and
Tony Shafrazi. Special guestsincluded
Michael Aram, Donald Baechler Eric
Bogosian, Peter M. Brant, PatriciaField,
Henry Hay, Peter Marino, and Stephanie
Seymour.

Thisyear’'s honorees were long-
time COAF supporter Ara Arslanian,
whowasgiventheHumanitarian Award
for his philanthropic work, and Alexis
Ohanian, who received the Save the
Generation Award as a pioneering
internet entrepreneur and activist. Both
awards were presented by COAF Ex-
ecutive Board member Michael Aram.
For the eighth year in a row, Emmy
and Tony Award-winning actressAn-
drea Martin entertained guests
throughout the evening as Master of
Ceremonies.

The evening featured exclusive
performances by renowned soprano

Isabel Bayrakdarian and “ The Voice”
finalist Will Champlin. As a special
highlight, child musiciansfrom Arme-
niadelivered spectacul ar performances,
includingontraditional Armenianfolk
instruments.

The program featured highlights
of COAF's recent accomplishments,
as well the organization’s ambitious
plans to expand into new village com-
munitiesthroughout Armenia. The$2.4
million raised thisyear will go toward
a state-of-the-art smart center to be
builtin Armeniawhichwill actasahub
to surrounding villages. Funds will
also be allocated to infrastructure im-
provements and projects in COAF-
supported villages.

For moreinformation, pleasevisit
www.coafkids.org or call 212-994-
8234.

December 20, 2014

AGCC Initiates Process to Select an Architect
for the Armenian American Museum

AGCC-WUSA

Armenian Genocide Centennial Committee
Western USA

Glendale, CA — The Armenian
Genocide Centennial Committee of
Western US (AGCC) announced today
the process for the selection of an
Architect for the Armenian American
Museum proposed for construction in
Glendale, California.

Interested architects can ob-
tain a complete request for qualifi-
cations (RFQ) packet by writing to
architect@armenianamerican-
museum.org. Responses to the RFQ
are due by January 14, 2015.

AGCC' sScreening Committeewill
review the responses to the RFQ and
invite up to 5 architects or their firmsto
submit proposals with design concepts.
The AGCC plansto select the Architect
for the Armenian American Museum
project prior to April 24, 2015.

The preliminary program of the
project envisions the construction of
an approximately 30,000 square foot
building toincludeamuseumwith 2 or
more exhibit halls, a theater/audito-
rium, classrooms, a research library
and support spaces. The project will
alsoinclude subterranean parking, site
work and landscaping. Space will be
provided for the construction of a
memorial/monument in the open space
outside of the Museum building. The
request for qualifications or proposals
related tothememorial/monument will
beissued at a later date.

Responses to the RFQ should
demonstratefamiliarity and experience
in the design of civic, cultural and
educational spaces.

On November 4, 2014, the Glen-
dale City Council decided to enter into
an Exclusive Negotiating Agreement
with the AGCC for the ground | ease of

al.7 acre property located to the south
of the Glendale Civic Auditorium and
across the street from Glendale Com-
munity College. Thissiteisbeing con-
sidered for the construction of aworld
classmuseum and cultural/educational
center.

The submittal of conceptual de-
sign plans and a narrative description
of the project are two of the require-
ments stipulated in the Exclusive Ne-
gotiating Agreement between the City
and the AGCC.

The Armenian Genocide Centen-
nial Committee of Western US helps
oversee, coordinateand organizeevents
and activities in observance of the
100th Anniversary of the Armenian
Genocide in the region.

The representatives of the fol-
lowing organizations and institutions
serve on the Armenian Genocide Cen-
tennial Committee — Western USA:
ArmeniaFund—Western Region USA;
Armenian Assembly of America; Ar-
menian Bar Association; Armenian
Catholic Church; Armenian Council of
America; Armenian Cultural Founda-
tion; Armenian Evangelical Union of
North America; Armenian General Be-
nevolent Union — Western District;
Armenian National Committee of
America—Western Region; Armenian
Relief Society — Western USA; Arme-
nian Rights Council; Armenian Y outh
Federation; Ignatius Foundation; Nor
Or Charitable Foundation; Nor Serount
Cultural Association; Organization of
Istanbul Armenians; Unified Y oung
Armenians, Western Diocese of the
Armenian Church of North America;
Western Prelacy of the Armenian Ap-
ostolic Church

Armenia Scraps Visas for U.S. Citizens

Continued frompagel

were first revealed by one of Nal-
bandian’ sdeputies, Sergey Manasarian,
in May. “This shows that the level of
our relations with the U.S. is really
rising,” Manasariantold Armenian par-
liamentarians.

Armenia's visa procedures for
much of the outside world have been
quite simple since thelate 1990s. U.S.
citizens, many of them ethnic Arme-
nians, havebeen ableto easily get visas
not only at Armenian consul atesabroad
but also the country’s border cross-
ings and airports.

Citizensof European Union mem-
ber states already can enter Armenia

and stay there visa-free for up to 90
days. The Armenian government
scrapped visasfor themin 2012 shortly
beforesigning avisafacilitation agree-
ment with the EU. The agreement,
which took effect in January 2014,
eased the EU’ s stringent requirements
for some categoriesof Armenianstrav-
elling to Europe.

The authorities in Yerevan
have maintained the visa-free ar-
rangement for Europeans even af-
ter controversially deciding last year
to seek membership in the Rus-
sian-led Eurasian Economic Union
(EEU). Armeniaisexpected to com-
plete its accession to the EEU by
the end of January.
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