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Bedros S. Maronian
818/500-9585

6300 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 1900
Los Angeles, CA 90048

805 East Broadway
Glendale, CA 91205

« Estate Planning

« Will & Living Trust

« Full Annual Review

« Mortgage Protection
« College Planning

» Life Insurance

= Health Insurance

«» Group & Individual
+Long Term Care

» Disability

eeess BlueShield

. 5
XAetnar e

Seniors 65 & Up Medicare Supplements « Insurance « Prescript

Siamanto B. Maronia
818/269-0909

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1975
More locations and more ways to service your insurance and financial need's

300 N. Lake Ave. Suite 500
asadena, CA91101
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THE ARARAT-ESKIJTAN MUSEUM

JOIN US FOR A BOOK READING AND CONVERSATION WITH AUTHOR,
MARAL BOYADJIAN, AND MODERATOR, MS. SALPI GHAZARIAN

“As The Poppies Bloomed”

The event is dedicated in memory of Anno and Daron of Sassoun

|

February 08, 2015, at 4:00

Ararat-Eskijian
Museum —Sheen Chapel
15105 Mission Hills Road
Mission Hills, CA 91345

p.m.

It is 1913 late summer in Sassoun in the Ottoman Empire. The sun rises, full and golden, atop a
lush, centuries-old village Salor tucked into the highlands where the blood-red poppies bloom.
Outside the village leader's home, the sound of voices carries past the grapevines to the lane where
Anno, slips out unseen, she heads to a secret meeting place, she forgets that enemies surround her
village. She forgets that her father meets each day with trepidation. She knows only the love she
has for Daron, who waits for her as she hastens to him, once again breaking the ancient rules of
courtship. Anno and Daron wish for nothing more than marriage and a better day alongside their
neighbors, but neither is prepared for the dark, dangerous secret that Daron's father keeps or the
upheaval that will soon envelop their village, their land, and their hearts. With a quiet, captivating
passion, Maral Boyadjian paints a timeless love story against the backdrop of one of the most
dramatic but long-forgotten tragedies of the early twentieth century.

Maral Boyadjian, mother of two lives in Granada Hills, California.
As The Poppies Bloomed is her debut novel.

e Admission free (Donations appreciated)

® Book signing and Reception following program
For more information call the Ararat-Eskijian Museum at 818- 838-4862 or
e-mail ararat-eskijian-museum®@netzero.net




tS 8 - GURUM@, ®ESMPNFUN 7, 2015

uuuru

IU3C GF 3U3uusuuL

SGUUULS

LUl OLSNE LEMRPL UUMPNFBPFLN

Uu.re-ru N0 LU

Uguopbpniy dwinucwlig, ke
nppwl domblwtip Unypfry wilfiupls,
dhp Up[Fhpp l[’llllliltﬂL[lil 100-
whbwlply  Guinwpnckppubpnoi,
nclbgus Shp i l[1nln§l.un_nl_[gbil4'il
npuubp  punglynd, 18-[11; e
:[l;pgb[rtb LY[llebL @uwi]bﬂn[n}
qupmulfgp, be 1909-p Yfyfhfing
Qupnbipp, np fugby grepd 30 Susgup
Sungbp, bo f Swphl, whghbjnd
ﬁ'nl_p‘gﬁn! mwpwb‘p[ﬁl.’

e ... «QUSUNRAPPRLL
4108 PLR2PVER 41rY0EL YU
hv2N°h MESL 9F JUSUZSPL
PNRIL QESNRPEUT» jopnwmé
I]E‘ gy mbuwd QUL POVR
o [dhip [dfi, 20 Bniuncwp 2015-f1,
mp fo dpff wmyyng, Mpl. Yhewl
Builyrpliuils iy k.= « Qurg g gfili-
Llopwllgbgl_uL «I;pﬁmwuwpl}
ﬁ'ang))-banb $hkin: 8 l;lll_m[ln[uwl[wil
iprogfils emuly sy pruspraiy Plismss fililip s
Jup wnlbym] ppbuy  qbupbpp’
&q_bg[ﬂl [b"j’b[’ﬂ /73 ﬁgwb puruip;
Ufig wintg qhlpudwptubphis junnkp
(nubpne fppbug  [Fwpumnngibpp
wfnnbbpnd »: Ungju SEQpbpncdn,
wibybu fp Swulgnep @5 U
gopulgl, firg npr fposluin: Pl

7

l[Lun_Lul[E‘ U L.Yncumbgn [Ffitp
1}4'1.7 !;[1 blll.ué'[ﬁl.'

Uhwl Lncvwlgnd [Fheip np
« blleunugl.uL », ’}-Luziu.ul[gnL[JﬁLiﬂl
bp: Woup mwlip 3.8.F.~fr yuiynisfs
wbuwpuwl b yumdwafip Uhpogky
llwpwbl}bluilﬁil‘ fr <« Pwplinl-
g [dhwl Nunndnc jd ity qfip phi, -
((bL @[12 !ban oul]l.llilbulil
l]l.u!llan/;bLuZl bpllnl_ Jbé—wq_nﬂl
puwqupwluls  hnouwlgn [Fhwiig
Sh9be  hupnihgue  Swhgfumenp
ncfuin dp, Shinbibuy g pnupo-
prcftbwdp -

Suypbufiph  wyunng[Ffolp
wwywlndbyne, whnp Soguight ne
pwnqupuwlml wlpngfncdfoip
S pinungby i Syuitibyne, hupg dp
widbpne SEY qnpugumé [Ffopfilfw=-
gncfdfiiibpp  pwpuinking, b
oudwlbwl  wmmppbpne ShPke
Jwewgngls ympwpbpnd [Flhoiihp
Sunnnunnb ync yunnulnd, « b7 (7 fi-
4Luu1-ﬁ‘li[1ulq.q.ﬂ» l[nl_uwl[gnl_[;[u_ila

b 2.8 P lnulgn [Pt hunnupbog
CLULYm&w!iJnL[JbLuiJ bl[ulil 4[7111[71.[7111[

4[11]2"1141112[ l[tml;an qu[lil»: IIE

[Pk Spug hhmbpp, [ Swphl
bp fJuwpywep... hupslp

l[’wilgilﬁ‘g L[lzl.umbil['irbpnl_ l}mzmtb:

«U‘bé’ 4nLuw45nL[3bwb))
41.uiu}[1uuu_n[1 nL[umE,,, 4n1_u[[‘
«al.lq.l-u![ﬂl Jblluu[ln[ul.ullwil anllLuq-
gnL[JﬁLiﬂlﬁp» Ztﬁil: ae{l‘ J[uul[
l[nl_ul.ullgnl_/}[n_il LYE‘ ’]-Luziuul[gnl_ﬁ-
frlop:

Pugn®c fuyby wyn fpuencipp,
ny Lf[uu ’l[ [1[1wLLuu14‘[12l t wfu
q_np&wl[gnl_/}bwb: a!l""”it”’ npn”L
l[nrllf!; l[’li[uyuﬁ ((’]-Luzilwl[gnl_[}[n_ila
!""'l/gbg ”nLl[;l.uilﬁiI))“ .l

Gup.p kp 18

experienced lenders

Brentwood, CA: $10,000,000

Apartment Loans*
Direct lender

$750k and up

30 yr term/30 yr amort

3, 5, 7, 10 yr fixed rates
Non-recourse available
No reserves

75% LTV maximum
Cash out permitted

Equal Housing Lender =

INT1214.6

Van Nuys, CA: $5,615,000

Commercial Real Estate

Loans*

Life company relationships
Office, retall, industrial

$1MM to $25MM

5-25 year fixed rates

Flexible pre-payment available
Non-recourse available
Cash-out permitted

75% LTV maximum

*Subject to loan approval. Programs and rates subject to change without notice.
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Pan- Armenian Declaration on Centennial

of Armenian Genocide Adopted

YEREVAN — The 5th sitting of
the State Commi ssion coordinating the
events dedicated to the 100th anniver-
sary of the Armenian Genocide was
held in Y erevan on January 29th. Fol-
lowing the session, commission mem-
bers and the participants of the en-
larged session, visited the
Tsitsernakaberd Memorial Complex,
laid a wreath at the Memorial to the
Victims of the Genocide and paid trib-
ute to the memories of the innocent
victims. Later on, the members of the
statecommissionfamiliarized with the
preparatory works of the new exhibi-
tion to be held at the Armenian Geno-
cide Museum-Institute.

AttheTsitsernakaberd Memorial
Complex the promulgation ceremony
of the Pan-Armenian Declaration on
the 100th Anniversary of the Armenian
Genocidetook placewhichwasadopted
unanimously at the session of the State
Commission. President Serzh Sarkisian
read the document and deposited it
withthe Armenian Genocide M useum-

Institute.

The document makes clear that
ArmeniaanditsDiasporawill striveto
not only get more countries to con-
demntheslaughter of 1.5 million Otto-
man Armenians but also “overcome
consequences of the genocide.” To
that end, it says, the commission is
working on a “package of legal de-
mands” to be addressed to modern-
day Turkey, suggesting that they will
include not only recognition but also
material compensation.

In that regard, the “pan-Arme-
nian declaration” said commission ex-
perts are now working on a “package
of legal demands’ to be addressed to
modern-day Turkey.

Thedeclaration callsontheTurk-
ish state to “face up to its own history
and past” by ending its long-running
denial of thegenocide. It also praisesa
growing number of Turks acknowl-
edging the genocidal character of the
1915 masskillings and deportations of
Armenians.

Ankara’s Angry Reaction to
President Sarkisian’s Remarks

ANKARA — Both the spokes-
person of Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan and the Turkish For-
eign Ministry strongly reacted to re-
cent remarks by Armenian President
Serzh Sarkisian in responseto aninvi-
tation by Erdogan.

“It is impossible to admit re-
marks by Sarkisian aiming at our
president’s invitation to Armenia,
which are against the diplomatic prac-
tices,” spokesperson|brahimKalintold
Anadolu Agency on Jan. 31.

“We return the remarks by Mr.
Sarkisian, which are not appropriate
for a state man,” he said.

Armenia is bidding to turn the
year 2015 into a campaign against
Turkey and Turks, Kalin said, also
blaming Sarkisianfor exceeding diplo-
matic lines.

President Sarkisian rejected
Erdogan’sinvitationtovisit Turkey on
April 24 and attend a remembrance
ceremony for 1915 battle of Gallipoli,
callingita“primitive” attemptto over-

shadow the centenary of the Armenian
Genocide in the Ottoman Empire.

Sarkisian claimed that thetiming
of the Turkish ceremony “pursues a
primitivegoal of deflectingtheinterna-
tional community’s attention from
Armeniangenocidecommemorations.”
This is a continuation of Ankara's
“traditional policy of denial” of the
genocide, he said.

“Before initiating remembrance
ceremonies Turkey should fulfill a
much more important obligation to its
own people and the entire world: rec-
ognize and condemn the Armenian
genocide,” added Sarkisian.

TheTurkishForeignMinistry also
said in a statement Jan. 31 that the
Armenian president ignored Turkey’s
“humane, logical and realistic” ap-
proach once again with the recent
remarks and rejected a hand, and invi-
tation with an “unhandsome tone.”

“We strongly condemn a tone

Continued on page4

French President to Visit Armenia on April 24

Hollande urges Turkey to ‘break taboos’ on Armenian Genocide

PARIS — French President
Francois Hollande confirmed on
Wednesday he will visit Armenia on
April 24 for thecommemoration of the
100th anniversary of the Armenian
Genocide. He also called on Turkey to
take new steps towards the “truth”
behind the mass killings of Armenians
a century ago, saying “it is time to
break the taboos,” AFP reports.

“The effort towards the truth
must continue and | am convinced that
this centenary year will see new ges-
tures, new steps on the road to recog-
nition,” Hollande said at a dinner with
Armenian groups in Paris.

Turkey’ sPresident Recep Tayyip
Erdogan this month said he would
“actively” challenge a campaign to
pressure Turkey to recognise the mas-
sacres as genocide, though a year ago
he offered an unprecedented expres-
sion of condolencesfor the 1915-1916
killings.

Recalling Erdogan’s stance last
year, Hollande told members of
France’s Armenian community that
Ankara’ sposition “cannot stop there”.

“Itistimeto break thetaboosand
for the two nations, Armeniaand Tur-
key, to create a new beginning,” he
said.

Armenian Opposition Activists Assaulted
by Karabakh Police

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) —
Armenia’s leading opposition parties
have condemned authorities in
Nagorno-Karabakh for forcibly pre-
venting dozensof membersof asmaller
Armenian opposition group from en-
tering the republic as part of its cam-
paignfor “regimechange” in'Y erevan.

A motorcade of over 30 cars
carrying the activists of the group
called the Founding Parliament was
stopped and attacked by Karabakh se-
curity forcesat Armenia sborder with
theNagorno-Karabakh Republic (NKR)
on Saturday. More than a dozen oppo-
sitionists, including Founding Parlia-
ment leader Zhirayr Sefilian, were in-

jured in the violent crackdown that
caused outrage among government
criticsin both Armeniaand Karabakh.

TheFounding Parliament insisted
afterwards that the Karabakh riot po-
lice began beating the Y erevan-based
activists and smashing their cars after
Sefilianagreedto obey their ordersand
told the convoy to turn back. “ Assoon
as Zhirayr turned around to get in his
car and drive back to Yerevan they
started hitting him,” one of the activ-
ists, AraKhudaverdian, told RFE/RL’s
Armenian service (Azatutyun.am). “ It
was like a bandit attack.”

Continued on page3
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Turkish Foreign Ministry Mistakenly

Publishes Armenian Genocide Monument

Picture on Official Calendar

ISTANBUL — The Turkish For-
eign Ministry has “mistakenly” pub-
lished a picture of Tsitsernakaberd —
the Armenian Genocide Memorial in
Y erevan — on an official day planner,
prepared to commemorate the 100th
anniversary of the Battle of Canakkale
in World War |, the Hurriyet Daily
News reports.

A picture of the monument in
Y erevan isincluded on the April page
of the planner.

A Foreign Ministry official told
the Hurriyet Daily News that the pic-
ture had been “accidentally included

with other photographs.”

An investigation has been
launched into the mistake and theindi-
vidual responsible will be punished,
the official said, adding that most of
the day plannershaveyet to be distrib-
uted.

The official strongly refuted
claimsthat the pictureis part of a new
“Armenian opening” on the part of
Ankara, stressing that elements of any
opening on dialogue with Armenians
aredelivered either by President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan or Prime Minister
Ahmet Davutoglu.

Russian News Report Says Gyumri Massacre
Suspect Will Be Tried At Russian Base

GYUMRI — A
news report says a Rus-
sian soldier accused of E
killing seven members of
asingle family in Arme-
nialastmonthwill betried
at Russia’ s military base
inArmenia.

On February 3, the
Russian news agency
Interfax cited a source |
closeto theinvestigation
assayingthat Permyakov
will be tried at the Rus-
sian base in the Armenian city of
Gyumri, wherehewasstationed andis
now being held.The Interfax news
agency said th!t the court will con-
sider evidence collected not only by
Russian investigators but also their
Armenian colleagues.

Meanwhile, Armeniahasformally
asked Russia to extradite Permyakov.
Prosecutor-General GevorgKostanian's
office announced on Tuesday that he
has sent aletter to his Russian counter-
part, Y ury Chayka, saying that the high-
profile case should be transferred to
Armenianjurisdiction.

Theofficesaid Kostanianinvoked
a1997 Russian-Armenian treaty regu-
lating the presence of a Russian mili-
tary base in Armenia. It gave no other
details of the letter.

The treaty cited by Kostanian in
his letter stipulates that Russian mili-
tary personnel charged with crimes
committed outsidetheir installationsin
Armeniashall be prosecuted by Arme-
nian authorities. It requires Russian
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investigatorsto deal with offenseshap-
pening within the military base. The
Russianshave charged Permyakov with
not only multiple murder but also de-
sertion, meaning that the 18-year-old
cantechnically fall under both Russian
and Armenian jurisdictions.

Permyakov has been kept under
arrest at the Russian base’'s Gyumri
headquartersever sincebeing arrested,
instill unclear circumstances, 12 hours
after alocal couple, their daughter, son,
daughter-)n-law and 2-year-old grand-
daughter werefound deadintheir home.
The seventh member of the Avetisian
family, a6-month-old baby boy, died of
his stab injuries aweek later.

Kostanian’ sletter meansthat the
Armenian authoritieswant Permyakov
to appear before an Armenian court
and to betried under Armenian law —
something which has for weeks been
demanded by many residents of
Gyumri. The latter believe that a Rus-
siantrial wouldfacilitate acover-up of
the gruesome crime.
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Rep. Schiff Statement Regarding Syrian
Refugee Processing to the United States

WASHINGTON, DC - Today,
Rep. Adam Schiff (D-CA) released the
following statement regarding Syrian
refugeeprocessingtotheUnited States.

“The ongoing conflict in Syria
hasresulted in an influx of 3.3 million
refugees to the neighboring countries
of Lebanon, Jordan, Irag, and Turkey.
Current law only allows resettlement
of limited number of refugees through
the United States Refugee Admissions
Program (USRAP). USRAP does not
accept applications directly from the
refugees abroad, their families in the
U.S., or private organizations. The
ONLY mechanism for inclusioninthe
USRAP isby registering directly with
theUnited NationsHigh Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) in the country
inwhich therefugees currently reside.
Individual s should only trust informa-
tion about the refugee resettlement pro-
gram from responsible government en-
tities. In order to obtain the most up-to-
dateinformation, | urge the residents of
my district to contact my office at (818)
450-2900 or (323) 315-5555."

Thereareno feesassociated with
the UNHCR registration process. Note
that refugee resettlements are an ardu-

ous and long process and registering
with UNHCR and subsequently being
referred to USRAP, does not guaran-
tee that the refugee applicant will be
approved for resettlement by the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security. A
list of UNHCR offices abroad can be
found at www.unhcr.org/pages/
4a324fcc6.html.

According to the U.S. Depart-
ment of State (DOS), Bureau of Popu-
lation, Refugee, and Migration, the
U.S. has accepted 105 Syrian refugees
during Fiscal Year 2014 and 164 thus
far during Fiscal Year 2015 (Oct. 1-
Dec. 31, 2014).

Robert Dold and Frank Pallone

Congressional Armenian Caucus Co-Chairs
for the 114th Congress

WASHINGTON, DC—-TheCon-
gressional Caucuson Armenian | ssues
today announced that Congressman
Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ) and Con-
gressman Robert Dold (R-IL) will serve
as caucus co-chairs for the 114 th
Congress.

“Aswe enter the centennial year
of the Armenian Genocide, we look
forward to working with the caucus
co-chairs to advance our mutually
shared goals,” stated Armenian As-
sembly Executive Director Bryan
Ardouny.

“l am pleased to welcome Con-
gressman Dold as Co-Chair of the
Armenian Caucus for the 114th Con-
gress,” stated Congressman Pallone.
“He has been an outspoken |eader on
congressional recognition of the Ar-
menian Genocide, and has consistently
fought to advance the U.S. relation-
ship with both Armenia and the
Nagorno Karabakh Republic. | ook
forwardtoworkingwithhimtoachieve
our goals and observe one hundred
years since the Armenian Genocide,”
said Congressman Pallone.

“It is an honor to Co-Chair the
Congressional Armenian Caucus with
Congressman Pallone,” stated Con-
gressman Dold. “I am eager to
strengthen the U.S.-Armeniarelation-
ship and work with my colleagues in
Congress to promote human rights,
shine a spotlight on genocide denial,
and highlight the added importance of
passing the Armenian Genocide reso-
lution on this centennial anniversary,”
said Congressman Dold.

The Congressional Caucus on
Armenian Issues was founded in 1995
by Rep. Pallone and former Congress-
man John Porter (R-IL), who held
Dold’s seat from 1980-2001. The Ar-
menian Caucus serves as a platform
for Members of Congress to advocate
for issuesrelating to Armeniaand asa
mechanism to educatetheir colleagues
about this important U.S. ally. This
year will mark the 100th anniversary
of the Armenian Genocide, when one
and a half million Armenians were
systematically slaughtered by the Ot-
toman Turkish government between
1915 and 1923.
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Armenian Apostolic Church

to Canonize Genocide Victims

YEREVAN — The Armenian
Apostolic Church will be canonizing
the victims of the Armenian Genocide
onApril 23, 2015. Thisisthefirst time
in 400 years, the Church will resume
the rite of canonization.

Bishop Bagrat Galstyan, Director
of Ecclesiastical Conceptual Affairs
Office at Mother See of Holy
Echmiadzin, said that there is no spe-
cia number for Canonization, because
it is not clear how many genocide
victims were followers of the Apos-
tolic Church; it will be a collective
ritual.

According to him, the canoniza-
tion will be an unprecedented event
sincethelast saint that was proclaimed
andisrememberedisHayrapet Movses
Tatevatsi, who was canonized in the
18th century.

The Bishop said that there are
four conditionsfor Canonization, they
are martyrdom for the faith and the
fatherland, pious life — pious behavior
of an individual or a collective, exist-
ence of miracles alive or dead, and
preaching the faith, spreading the be-
lief.

“The Armenian Church does not
bestow sanctification, it merely rec-
ognizes the saints or the sanctity of
those people,” he said.

Theritual of canonizationwill be
held at the Mother See of Holy
Etchmiadzin and will probably start at
16:00 and end at 19:15, which will
symbolize the year 1915. At the end,
the bells of all Armenian churches of
the world will ring, after which there
will be a moment of silence and the
Lord’s Prayer.

Historic Sisli District Cemetery Returned

to Armenian Community of Turkey

ISTANBUL — Armenian com-
munity of Turkey has won a legal
battle for the ownership of a historic
cemetery in Istanbul in the latest suc-
cess story for the return of properties
seized from minorities in the wake of
legal amendments, Daily Sabah re-
ports.

The Prime Ministry’s Director-
ate General of Foundations, which
oversees properties belonging to reli-
giousand ethnic minorities, hashanded
over thetitledeed for anancient Arme-
nian cemetery in Istanbul’s central
Sisli district to an Armenian church
foundation.

Following new lawsallowing the
return of properties to their rightful
owners, Beyoglu Uc¢ Horan
(Yerrortutyunor Trinity) Church Foun-
dationhad appliedtotheDirectoratein
2011 for the ownership of the cem-
etery. After four years and a settle-
ment of legal matters, the Directorate
granted ownership to the foundation
for the cemetery, which covers some
41,950 square meters in the heart of
I stanbul.

The cemetery’s history dates
back to the 19th century in which a
Sultan’s decree ordered its handover
to the Armenian community. In the
1930s, its ownership was transferred
to the Istanbul Municipality. Yet, Ar-
menian families were allowed to bury
their deceased next of kin in the cem-
etery even though they had no official
deeds for the plots.

Among the cemetery’s notable
occupants are Arman Manukyan, a
notable professor of economy from
Bogazici University, operasinger Toto
Karaca, composer Onno Tung, Arme-
nian patriarchs, and Armenian law-
maker Ber¢ Keresteciyan Tirker, who
is known for his contributions to the
Turkish War of Independence.

The place is the latest property
that the Armenian community has ob-
tained back after their confiscation by
the state. In 2012, the Directorate
General of Foundations had returned
thetitle deed of the Armenian Catholic
Cemetery in Sisli to the community
and avaluableplotin Zeytinburnudis-
trict to Yedikule Surp Pirgi¢ Hospital
Foundation.

Foundations set up by non-Mus-
limminoritiesweregrantedtheright to
acquire properties in 1912 but a new
law in 1935 ordered them to declare
the properties they owned and register
their titledeeds. In 1936, alist of entire
properties owned by minorities was
handed to the Directorate General of
Foundations and minorities were pre-
vented from acquiring any property
other than thosein thelist, thanksto an
unofficial ban that was viewed as the
state’ shostility towardsminoritieswho
were treated as “second-class’ citi-
zens. In 1976, the Turkish Supreme
Court of Appeals had effectively en-
forced the ban and also ordered the
return of properties minorities had ac-
quired until that year.

to be Released in 2015

LOS ANGELES—Production
companies Bloodvine Media and
Strongman announced their co-pro-
ductionof 1915, apsychological thriller
set against one of the most terrifying
events of modern history.

1915 is the feature film debut of
writer-directorsGarin Hovannisianand
Alec Mouhibian. Together with pro-
ducer Terry Leonard (Before | Disap-
pear, Cold Comesthe Night, Amira&
Sam, Hounddog) and an international
cast including Simon Abkarian (Ca-
sino Royale, The Cut, Gett), Angela
Sarafyan (The Immigrant, Twilight),
Sam Page (Mad Men, House of Cards),
Nikolai Kinski (Aeon Flux), and Jim
Piddock (HBO’s Family Tree, The
Prestige), 1915 wasfilmed onlocation
in Los Angeles.

Set on the single day of April 24,
2015—the 100th anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide—thefilmfollows
one man’s controversial and dangerous
mission to bring the ghosts of a forgot-
ten tragedy back to life. The movie will
play aleading role in the global move-
ment this spring to shed light on all
genocides of the past century.

Co-directors-Alec-M ouhibian-
and-Garin-Hovannisian

DENIAL

Co-directors-Alec-Mouhibian-
and-Garin-Hovannisian

Grammy Award winning musi-
cian and human rights activist Serj
Tankian (System of aDown) has com-
posed the cutting-edge original score
for 1915.

“We expect 1915 to be morethan
a movie,” said co-director Garin
Hovannisian. “We have made this
movie to serve not only as art or
entertainment, but also as an act of
defiance against the continuing silence,
indifference, and denial that have fu-
eled an entire century of genocide.”

For more information, visit
www.1915themovie.com

New US Ambassador to Arrive in Armenia
Next Week

Y EREV AN — New Ambassador
to Armenia, Richard M. Mills Jr., will
arrivesin Yerevan next week, the US
Embassy in Armenia informed in a
Twitter post.

Richard M. Mills J was con-
firmed as anew Ambassador to Arme-
nia on December 16.

Millspreviously served asDeputy
Chief of Mission at the U.S. Embassy
Beirut, where he began his tour in
2012.

Richard Mills assumed the role
of Chargé d’ Affaires of the U.S. Em-
bassy in Malta, ad interim, in June
2011. Since August 2010, he had been
serving asthe Deputy Chief of Mission
for the Embassy.

Millsjoined the Foreign Service
in 1988, serving at Embassy Parisas a

consular officer, then as staff aide to
the Ambassador. Hereturned to Wash-
ingtontojointhe Soviet Desk, eventu-
ally becoming desk officer for the
newly independent Armenia and
Azerbaijan, followed by a tour as a
political officer at the U.S. Consulate
in St. Petersburg, Russia.

From 1996-98 Mills served in
the Executive Secretariat, followed
by a tour as economic officer at
Embassy Dublin from 1998-2001.
Subsequent tours included Political
Advisor at the U.S. Mission to the
UN; Deputy Political Counselor at
Embassy Islamabad; and Energy
Attaché and Acting Economic Coun-
selor at Embassy Riyadh. Rick was
Political Counselor at Embassy L on-
don from 2006-2009.

Armenian Opposition Activists Assaulted

Continued frompagel

The Karabakh police defended
the use of force, saying that it pre-
vented “mass disturbances.” A police
statement claimed that the opposition-
ists would have been confronted by
many angry Karabakh Armenians had
they been allowed to take their cam-
paign to the self-proclaimed republic.

A spokesman for Bako Sahakian,
the NKR president, likewise justified
theviolence and accused the Founding
Parliament of resorting to “provoca-
tions.”

A 12-minute footage of theinci-
dent released by the opposition group
on Sunday shows that uniformed po-
licemen and plai nclothesmen deployed
at an NKR checkpoint were not physi-
cally attacked before punching and
kicking Founding Parliament members
mostly seated in their cars. The police
pummeled many cars with truncheons

and broketheir windshieldsevenwhen
they sped away from the scene.
Babayan all eged that law-enforcement
used force because of being verbally
abused by the oppositionists.

The video, rapidly spread by
Internet users, only added to an uproar
inArmeniawhereriot policehavegen-
erally exercised restraint ever since a
deadly post-election unrest in 2008.

Some opposition parties claimed
that the Armenian government has or-
chestrated such violence to neutralize
popular resentment against its* shame-
ful failings.” They also warned that
Saturday’ sincident could havean“ ex-
tremely negative” impact on
Karabakh’'s image abroad.

Some pro-government deputies
made no secret of their approval of the
harsh crackdown. “Karabakh is off
limitstotrouble-makers,” said Manvel
Grigorian, aretiredarmy general. “ Only
normal citizens can go there.”
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Panel Discussion:

Massis Weekly

“Armenian Identity in the 21st Century”

GLENDALE— On Sunday, Feb-
ruary 22, 2015, the Armenian I dentity
Movement (“AIM™) invites members
of thecommunity to apanel discussion
on the current status of, and the chal-
lenges facing Armenian identity in
Southern California, to beheld at Glen-
dale Public Library at 3:00pm PST.

For the past several decades, the
internet has been changing how people
share and absorb new information. Glo-
balization isthreatening the sovereignty
of small nations and the identity of their
peoples. Theaccel erated pace of assimi-
lation of new generations among
diasporan communities has become a
grave concern. The Armenian nation
and its diaspora in Southern California
are no exception, and must also address
how to deal with these challenges.

The panel will bring together
voices from many different perspec-
tives to discuss these challenges
through a question and answer format.
The discussion will touch on many
aspectsof identity, including, “Whatis
the current state of Armenian identity
in Southern California?’ and“How can
we promote Armenian identity among
the community?”

The panelistsinclude:

Father Vazken Movsesian, A
priest of the Armenian Church

Tsoline Konialian-Matossian,
Psy.D., Clinical Psychologist and
Mother

Maral Voskian, Elementary Ar-

menian language instructor at AGBU
Manoogian-Demirdjian School

Edgar Martirosyan, Attorney and
activist

Armen Manuk-K haloyan, Arme-
nian Studiesand History Master’ scan-
didate at CSUN

Kevork Kurdoghlian, UCLA Po-
litical Science bachelor’s candidate

The panel discussion will be fol-
lowed by anaudience Q& A. Westrongly
encourage all members of the Southern
California Armenian community, espe-
cially parentsand youth, aswell asother
concerned individuals to attend.

About Armenian | dentity M ovement

Armenian ldentity Movement
(“AIM™) is an organization that has
been developed to address the chal-
lenges of maintaining the Armenian
identity among diasporan communi-
ties. Its vision is to develop a con-
scious, modern andinclusive Armenian
| dentity among the Armenian Diaspora.
Its mission is to act as a platform to
create programs that explore and rein-
vigoratethe Armenianidentity. It seeks
to design programs that help build a
modern, open and positive sense of not
only “being” Armenian, but also “feel-
ing” Armenian — a feeling that is in-
grained with the knowledge of an in-
formed and conscious identity.

For more information about the
Armenian Identity Movement please
visit http://www.armenianidentity.org

Armenian Women Commemorate

45™ Women’s World Day of Prayer March 6 in
UACC Cahuenga Sanctuary

LOS ANGELES -- The 2015
Women's World Day of Prayer will
bring together hundreds of participants
from Armenian churches across the
Greater Los Angeles area on March 6,
commemorating the 45" anniversary of
the event. It will be held at the United
Armenian Congregational Church, 3480
CahuengaBlvd., LosAngeles, wherethe
annual gathering was founded in 1970
by the late Aznive Apkarian, a devout
Christian woman. Mrs. Apkarian, wife
of Rev. Hovannes A pkarian, established
the event for Armenian women, previ-
ously, whileresiding in Syria.

Through the World Day of Prayer
women areencouraged to becomeaware
of other countries and cultures and to
pray with and for them. They are further
encouraged to become aware of their
own talents and use them in the service
of society. The World Day of Prayer
aims to demonstrate that prayer and
action areinseparableandthat both have
immeasurable influence in the world.
Thisyear's theme, “Do you know what
| have done for you?’ was selected by
the women of the Bahamas and is de-
rived from John 13:1-17.

b
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Theservicewill beginat 11 amin
the UACC sanctuary. The Southland
coordinator is Mary Agulian. A buffet
lunch will follow the program just out-
sidethesanctuary inthechurch’ sAvazian
Hall.

TheWomen’sWorld Day of Prayer
began in the United States in 1887. It
expanded to Canada, then to the British
Islesinthe 1930s. Catholic womenwere
allowed to join the movement after the
Second Vatican Council, beginning in
1967. This annual, ecumenical event is
celebrated in more than 170 countries
worldwide.

Ankara’s Angry Reaction

Continued frompagel

that isnot appropriate for the leader of
neighboring country or a representa-
tive of the historic Armenian people,”
the statement roughly translates.

In his rebuff letter Sarkisian re-

minded Erdogan that he had invited
him to Yerevan to commemorate the
innocent victimsof the Armenian Geno-
cide on April 24, 2015. “We usually
don’t accept being hosted by the invi-
teewithout receiving aresponseto our
invitation.” He concluded.

February 7, 2015

USC Institute of Armenian Studies Hosts
Innovate Armenia

LOSANGELES— On Saturday,
February 21, the USC Institute of Ar-
menian Studieswill host INNOVATE
ARMENIA, an all-day event on the
USC campus.

From 10 am to 5 pm, on two
different stages, global change-mak-
ers, trendsetters, out-of -the-box think-
ers and creative artists from all walks
of life will be presenting the best of
Innovative thought, Innovative music
and Innovativeactivism. Therewill be
booths with innovative organizations
and tech companiesfrom Armeniaand
the Diaspora.

“It's time to re-position the term
‘Armenia,’ the idea of Armenia in the
samesentencewith‘innovation’ —some-
thing we' ve been doing, as a nation, for
thousands of years. We haveinnovative
tech companies, creative artists, music
andfood. Wehaveal soinvited organiza-
tions doing ground-breaking work in
Armeniato develop civil society innew,
untraditional ways. We're proud to
present them here, at USC, at INNO-
VATEARMENIA,” said Sal pi Ghazarian,
Director of the USC Institute of Arme-
nian Studies.

“In every one of today’s leading
economic, technology, and social sec-
tors, there are Armenians standing at
the forefront. And many of those
trendsetters will be here, with us on
February 21. Wehopethe LosAngeles
community joins us for this first-of-
its-kind event,” she continued.

On an indoor stage, the headlin-
erswill be in conversation throughout
the day with leading USC scholarsin
technol ogical innovation, communica-
tion, engineering and the arts. Alexis
Ohanian, co-founder of Reddit and
generally acknowledged as*the Mayor
of the Internet’, will join Raffi
Krikorian, who was, until recently,
Vice President of Twitter and respon-
sible for making the platform user
friendly. Also on stage will be Lara
Setrakian of News Deeply —an award-
winning journalist and entrepreneur
whoisonseveral ‘Y oung Global L ead-
ers' lists. She has created the multi-
source News Deeply platform which
looks at complex hot topics such as
Syria, or Ebola, more broadly.

These special guests will be
joined, on and off stage, LIVE and by
Skype, by cutting edge entrepreneurs
like Alexander Seropian who have
changed the world of video games and
mobile gaming. Alexander Seropian’s
company, Bungee, created the video
gameHAL O, whichwent on to change
the place of video games in society.

Another presenter, Zareh
Baghdasarian, headsArmorway, acom-
pany that uses patented game-theo-

INNGVATE
armenia

retic algorithms to convert data into
intelligence-driven strategies, and en-
hances an organization’s ability to fo-
cus its energy on understanding the
competitionand adversariesrather than
gathering and analyzing information.
He is also Entrepreneur-in-Residence
at USC Viterbi School of Engineering
and will join fellow tech entrepreneur
Al Eisaian to talk about their ground-
breakingwork inSiliconValley andin
Armenia. Other namesintheemerging
personal roboticsindustry, in gaming,
and other sectors will also be an-
nounced.

Several Armenia-based start-ups
who are pushing the limits of the in-
dustry will beat INNOVATE ARME-
NIA including LionSharp, Zangi,
PicsArt, and Teamable. The founders
of HIVE, the first Armenian tech
startup accelerator and network, will
be there to share their vision.

While all these takes place on an
indoor stage, on an adjacent lawn, onthe
outdoor stage, cutting edge musicians
Bei Ru, SimaCunningham and Sebuwill
be joining the new, hip French band
COLLECTIFMEDZ BAZAR for afull
day of creative, edgy new music.
Throughout the day, fellow musicians
AntranigKzirian, Element, Ooshatsank,
and the Hosharian Brothers Band will
mix theoldandthenew in creativeways.

“Innovation is not limited to the
technological world. In Armenia, there
are civic organizations which have be-
come successful precisely because they
areinnovativein their methodology and
theway they definetheir mission. Nearly
adozen such organizations will be here
to talk about what they do and how they
doit,” explained Ghazarian.

These organizations include the
Tumo Center for Creative Technolo-
gies, CivilNet Internet television, the
Homeland Devel opment | niti ative Foun-
dation, Birthright Armenia, the Impact
Hub, Repat Armenia, Urban L ab, Paros
Charitable Foundation, the Armenian
Center for Contemporary and Experi-
mental Art, the AmericanUniversity of
Armenia, the Houshamadyan Project,
the Foundation for the Protection of
Wildlifeand Culture, and someothers.
“It’san opportunity to meet and speak
with the creative people who are mak-
ing change in Armenia,” Ghazarian
continued.

Admission isfree.
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