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Tsarukian Beats Retreat

YEREVAN -- Prosperous Arme-
niaParty (PAP) leader Gagik Tsarukian
has signaled his readiness to settle
problems “through peaceful, lawful
and political means” after reportedly
meeting with President Serzh Sarkisian
on Tuesday in a bid to mend fences
following an acrimonious exchange of
accusations over the past few days.

Tsarukian’s spokeswoman lveta
Tonoyan disseminated a statement on
behalf of the PAPleader today inwhich
he presented hisviewpoint on the situ-
ation.

“Asl havesaidrepeatedly, | have
always seen the task of all of us and
myself personally in being useful for
our people, our country. In order to
solve problems existing in the country
we need not wage wars against each
other, but need to peacefully work
without insulting each other, to point

out all existing shortcomings, find so-
lutions and implement them. Only this
way it is possible to end the situation
that we have in our country today.”
“Unfortunately, in the past few
daysthe processesin our country took
a completely different course. Thisis
adirectionleading to nowhere good. It
is not difficult to imagine what will
happen in only afew weeks. So, if the
situation persists, no one will benefit
from it and first of all our people will
not benefit from it. It cannot continue
like this, afterwards we all will be
blaming each another,” he continued.
The*war” between Sarkisianand
Tsarukian broke out last week after,
Sarkisian, apparently enraged by
Tsarukian’s“ultimatum” togiveupthe
constitutional reform process or face

Continued on page2

US Assistant Secretary of State Talks About
Karabakh Conflict and Armenian-Turkish

Relations in Yerevan

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- America
cares deeply about its partnership with
Armenia, Victoria Nuland, the United
States Assistant Secretary of State for
European and Eurasian Affairs, said in
Y erevanonWednesday onthethirdleg of
her South Caucasus tour that also in-
cluded stops in Azerbaijan and Georgia.

“We have for morethan 20 years
supported democracy, independence,
economicgrowth, prosperity and peace
here. And we want to continue to do
that and to deepen and broaden that
relationship,” thesenior U.S. diplomat
added.

“Wecaredeeply about Armenia’ s
ability to grow stronger, more pros-
perous, more independent, and to rep-
resent a strong democratic image in
thispart of theworld and to protect the
rights of all Armenians to live freely.
So, it's important to us.”

Considering a vibrant civil soci-
ety to be one of the greatest strengths
of Armenia, the U.S. assistant secre-
tary of state said that the United States
is starting a new initiative with the
Armenian government to promoteanti-

corruption goals and create a level-
playing field for investors.

“We'll bestartinganew initiative
of the embassy with the government to
promote anti-corruption goals like e-
governance, transparency and procure-
ment, improving the climate for in-
vestment, closing the space for dirty
money, a level-playing field for all
Armenians and all investors to com-

Continued on page4

President Sarkisian Withdraws
Armenian-Turkish Protocols from Parliament

YEREVAN -- Armenian Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian hasrecalled from
parliament protocolsonthenormaliza-
tion of ties and the establishment of
diplomatic relations with neighboring
Turkey.

In a statement issued on Febru-
ary 16, Sarkisian said he had asked
parliament speaker Galust Sahakian to
return the protocol to him since "the
Turkish government has no political
will, distortsthe spirit and letter of the
protocols, and continues its policy of
setting preconditions.”. The letter
reads, in part:

“When launching the process of
normalization of the Armenian-Turk-
ish relations without preconditions,
we were fully aware of all possible
scenarios of future development. We

were ready for both comprehensive
normalization of relationsthroughrati-
fication of the protocolsand their fail-
ure. We had nothing to conceal, as it
would becomeclear totheworldwhich
party was guilty of missing the chance
to open the last closed border in Eu-
rope.

Almost six years have passed
from the signing of the Armenian-
Turkish protocols. Throughout this
period Armeniahasconsistently backed
the realization of the protocols.

However, we cannot but stress
the lack of political will on the part of
Turkey, the distortion of the letter and
spirit of the protocols and the continu-
ous attempts to pose preconditions.

Continued on page2

SDHP Commends Withdrawal of Protocols

The Social Democrat Hunchakian
Party (SDHP) has positively assessed
President Serzh Sargsyan’s initiative
to withdraw the Turkish Armenia Pro-
tocols from the National Assembly of
the Republic of Armenia.

“We certainly welcome President
Serzh Sargsyan finally withdrawing the
Protocols from National Assembly, itis
well overdue.” stated Armenia’s Social
Democrat Hunchakian Party Chairman
Narek Galstyan. “ The SDHP hasaways
beeninfavor of thedirect withdrawal, as
much as against the Protocol singing in
the first place.”

Mr. Galstyan emphasized that
what’ s especially important is the fact
that thisis happening on the threshold
of the 100th anniversary of the Arme-
nian Genocide.

“The SDHP has criticized the
Turkish Armenia Protocols numerous
times over the years. We believe the

initial signing of the ProtocolsinZurich
was a step in the wrong direction.
Over the past six years, we have on
many occasions, called on withdraw-
ing the Turkish ArmeniaProtocolsfrom
the National Assembly. Ankara has
showed that it is not ready and does not
want to melt theice in Armenian-Turk-
ishrelationsin any way. Ankaracontin-
ues to deny the Genocide, helps and
armsAzerbaijan, and continuestounilat-
erally close its border with Armenia,
showing itself as an aggressor.” contin-
ued Mr. Galstyan, “In fact, Turkey has
also suspended the Protocol process.
Withthe 100th anniversary of the Arme-
nian Genocide before National Assem-
bly, nobody could justify the mainte-
nance of the protocols.”

“The Hunchakian Party looks
forward to Armenia withdrawing its
signature from the protocols all to-
gether.” concluded Mr. Galstyan.

Davutoglu:

Ready to Open Border with Armenia After

“Liberation of One Occupied Region”

ANKARA — Turkish primemin-
ister Ahmet Davutoglu said his gov-
ernment is ready to open its border
with Armenia in return for Yerevan
ceding from at least one “occupied
region” of Azerbaijan, surrounding
Nagorno-Karabakh.

“If Armenians withdrew from at
|east one district, the border could be
opened,” Davutoglu said at a meeting
with representatives of national mi-
noritiesin Ankara.

According to Ahmet Davutoglu,
Armenianslivingin Turkey are part of
the country and should not suffer be-
cause of therelations between Ankara
and Y erevan.

“Turkey aims to solve the prob-
lems with Armenians,” Davutoglu
added, noting that Ankara doesn’t re-

gard Armenian Diaspora as an enemy.
“We share the pain that Armenians
suffered,” he said.

Turkey and Armeniahavenodip-
lomatic relations. Turkey closed its
border with Armeniain 1993 in ashow
of support for its ally, Azerbaijan.
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New US Ambassador Discusses Genocide

Centennial and Economic Investments

During Press Conference

YEREVAN — The US Embassy
in Armeniawill mark the centenary of
the Armenian Genocide together with
the Armenian people, the newly ap-
pointed US ambassador Richard Mills
told a news conference today.

As for the US government’s par-
ticipation, theambassador said president
Obama had the honor to be invited to
participate in the events to mark the
centennial anniversary of the Genaocide,
“but during my meetingsin Washington
it was not yet clear who will represent
the US government”, said Mills.

“During my meetings with Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian and Foreign Minis-
ter Edward Nalbandian both told me how
important the high-level presence of the
United Statesin the ceremoniesis. | will
convey that to Washington” said Mills.

Ambassador Mills held his first
news conference at the U.S. Embassy
after handing his credentials to
Sarkisian. He met with Foreign Minis-
ter Edward Nalbandian on Thursday.

Sarkisian’ soffice confirmed that
the upcoming centenary commemora-
tions were on the agenda of the meet-
ing with Mills. But it gave no details.

Official Yerevan has reportedly
sent invitationsto dozens of world |lead-
ers. It is not clear whether any high-
ranking U.S. officials are among them.

Accordingtohisoffice, Sarkisian
reaffirmed his commitment to deepen-
ing Armenia’s ties with the United
States. They already “ occupy an impor-

tant place” on the Armenian foreign
policy agenda, he said, praising the U.S.
roleininternational effortstoresolvethe
Nagorno-K arabakh conflict and promote
broader regional security.

A statement released by the of -
fice said the two men also discussed
ongoing efforts to agree a new U.S.-
Armeniandeal meanttofacilitatebilat-
eral trade and investments. Mills told
reportersthat the issue will be amajor
focus of histour of duty in Armenia.
But he stressed that the onusis on the
Armenian authorities to attract more
U.S. investments by improving the
domestic business climate.

“As an embassy, we can work
towards improving business environ-
ment, so that there was an environ-
ment where American, European, Rus-
sian or Armenian entrepreneurs knew
that fair and equal conditions are en-
sured,” he said.

Richard Mills said he had met
with American businessmen of Arme-
nian origin who had madeinvestments
in Armenia and who are interested in
investing in Armenia’ s economy.

During the meetings, business-
men said the Armenian people im-
pressed them by their proficiency in
the field of business, and that the best
specialistsin the former Soviet Union
are gathered here.

“1 want to help Armenia and the
United States to use this opportunity,”
he concluded

Tsarukian Beats Retreat

Continued frompagel

large-scale street protests, lashed out
at the PAPleader at ameeting of senior
members of hisruling Republican Party
of Armenia (RPA) on February 12. Ina
speech full of derogatory descriptions of
Tsarukian, including hisinfamous* Dodi
Gago” nickname, Sarkisian described
the man as “evil” for the country and
effectively ordered his exclusion from
the local political process.

Amid the tensions on Tuesday
news came about the Sarkisian-

Tsarukian meeting during which, ac-
cording to some sources, the two de-
cided to deescal ate the situation. Bult,
judging from statementsby senior RPA
members, Sarkisian still appearsto be
uncompromising asfar as Tsarukian's
political future is concerned.

In the statement disseminated by
his spokesperson, the PAP |eader indi-
cated that hewanted thingsto returnto
thepolitical domainandtoavoid“ pos-
sible provocations and clashes” the
PAP has decided to call off the oppo-
sition rally slated for February 20.

President Sarkisian Withdraws

Continued frompagel

Parallel to that, on the threshold of the
100thanniversary of the Armenian Geno-
cide, the policy of denial and revision of

history gains new momentum.

| have said on many occasions
that timeisnot inexhaustible. | last did
it from the podium of the UN General
Assembly in September 2014. It's a

February 21, 2015

Armenia Reports Another Major Drug Bust

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) —
Armenia’s National Security Service
(NSS) announced on Thursday the
arrest of five foreign nationals ac-
cused of using Armenian territory to
try tosmugglelargequantitiesof drugs
from South America to Turkey.

The NSS claimed to have seized
atotal of over 10 kilograms of cocaine
at Yerevan's Zvartnots airport in a
special operationagainst what it called
a“transnational” drugtraffickingring.
It said the drugs were shipped to Ar-
menia on board commercial airliners
withtheultimateaim of beingillegally
sold in Turkey.

According on the law-enforce-
ment body, the operation began on
January 27 with the arrest of two
Peruvianswho it said flew from Brazil
to Armeniaviathe United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) with 2.7 kilograms of co-
caine. It said NSS officers confiscated
practically the same amount of the
drug from an Argentinian man who
arrived at Zvartnots from Abu Dhabi

on Monday.

Two other alleged drug traffick-
ers, ethnic Arab citizens of Bulgaria,
were caught at Armenia’ s main inter-
national airport on Thursday moments
before boarding a Y erevan-Istanbul
flight. The NSS said they hid 4.8 kilo-
gramsof cocai nesmuggled from South
Americain their suitcases.

The security agency gave no fur-
ther details of the reported drug bust. It
did not specify whether thearrested men
have confessed to drug trafficking.

The arrests were announced less
than a month after an Armenian court
convicted a Turkish man of smuggling
850 kilograms of heroin into Armenia
from Iran and sentenced him to 19
yearsin prison. The court also gave a
17-year prison sentence to the Geor-
gian driver of a heavy truck in which
Armenian customs officers deployed
on the Iranian border found the Class
A drug in January 2014. Both arrested
men pleaded not guilty to the accusa-
tions.

FM Nalbandian: “Azerbaijan Continues
Gross Violations of the Ceasefire Regime”

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Inter-
national mediatorsfrom the Organi za-
tion for Security and Cooperation in
Europe (OSCE) continued their ef-
fortsto promote a peaceful solution to
theprotracted conflict around Nagorno-
Karabakh as they paid fresh visits to
Azerbaijan and Armeniathisweek.

On the second stop of their re-
gional tour in'Y erevan on Tuesday, the
United States, French and Russian co-
chairs of the OSCE Minsk Group met
with the country’ s leadership, includ-
ing President Serzh Sarkisian and For-
eign Minister Edward Nalbandian.

While the mediators appeared to
have brought no new proposals with
them to the region, Ambassador James
Warlick, the American representative
inthegroup, told RFE/RL’ sArmenian
Service (Azatutyun) that their tour was
“another opportunity to talk”.

A statement released by the Ar-
menian Foreign Ministry said that dur-
ing the meeting with the visiting me-
diators Minister Edward Nalbandian
drew their attention to* continued gross
violations of the ceasefire regime by
Azerbaijan”. He also accused Baku of
aiming to torpedo the peace process.

“When agreement is reached
around the fundamental principles of
settlement and Nagorno-K arabakh also
agrees to them, at that time it will be
possible to start negotiations among
Azerbaijan, Artsakh [Karabakh] and
Armenia on a comprehensive peace
accord,” Nalbandian said.

The Armenian minister also in-
sisted that the guilt of the two
Azerbaijani citizenswhowerelast year
tried in Nagorno-Karabakh and con-
victed by alocal court on charges of
committing murder and other crimes
was fully established.

Azerbaijan did not recognize the
legality of thetrial inwhichitscitizens,
Dilham Askerov and Shahbaz Quliyev,
were sentenced to life and 22 yearsin
prison, respectively.

The case was also addressed in
Baku by visiting U.S. Assistant Secre-
tary of State for European and Eur-
asian Affairs Victoria Nuland. At a
press conference on Tuesday she said
shewould talk about the release of the
two Azerbaijanis held in Nagorno-
Karabakh during her meetings with
Armenian officialsin'Y erevan on Feb-
ruary 18.

pity that this call failed to reach the
Turkish leadership.

Therefore, | have decided to re-
call the protocols on the “Establish-
ment of Diplomatic Relations between

the Republic of Armenia and the Re-
public of Turkey” and “Development
of Relations between the Republic of
Armeniaand the Republic of Turkey”
from the National Assembly.”
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Library to be Named After William Saroyan
in Turkey

ISTANBUL —A library inBitlis
will be named after the prominent
Armenian-American author William
Saroyan, I stanbul-based Armenian pe-
riodical Agos reports.

Journalist and writer Ahmet
Tuglar is the author of the project, he
noted that theideaof opening alibrary
first cameto hismind, when adecision
was madein December of thelast year
tonameoneof thestreetsin Bitlisafter
the Armenian-American author.

William Saroyan was an Ameri-
can - Armenian author. The setting of
many of his stories and plays was
Fresno, California(sometimes under a
fictional name), the center of
Armenian-American lifein California
and where he grew up.

Saroyan was born in Fresno,
Cdliforniato Armenianimmigrantsfrom
Bitlis, Turkey. At the age of three,
after his father’s death, Saroyan was
placed in an orphanage in Oakland,
California, together with his brother
and sister, an experience he later de-
scribed in hiswriting. Fiveyears|ater,
the family reunited in Fresno, where
his mother, Takoohi, secured work at
acannery. He continued his education
on his own, supporting himself by
taking odd jobs, such asworking asan
office manager for the San Francisco
Telegraph Company.

Saroyan decided to become a
writer after his mother showed him
some of hisfather’ swritings. A few of
his early short articles were published
in Overland Monthly. Hisfirst stories
appeared in the 1930s. Among these
was “The Broken Wheel”, written un-
der the name Sirak Goryan and pub-
lishedinthe Armenianjournal Hairenik
in 1933. Many of Saroyan's stories
were based on his childhood experi-
ences among the Armenian-American
fruit growers of the San Joaquin Val-
ley, or dealt with the rootlessness of
the immigrant. The short story collec-
tion My Name is Aram (1940), an
international bestseller, was about a
young boy and the colorful characters
of hisimmigrant family.

His works have been translated
into many languages.
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Worldwide Reading Commemorating the
Centenary of the Armenian Genocide

i

Commemorating th

3 )

Centenary

of the Armenian Genocide

Worldwide Reading on 21* Apri

BERLIN — Theinternational lit-
erature festival berlin (ilb) and the
L epsiushaus Potsdam are organizing a
worldwide reading on the 100th anni-
versary of the Armenian Genocide and
the organizers are calling on cultural
institutions, radio broadcasters and
universities as well as schools to take
part in the initiative and to organize
their own readings on April 21, 2015.

The text selected for the reading
has been taken from chapters seven
and eight from The Book of Whispers
by Varujan Vosganian. The text is
available in 15 languages on
www.worldwide-reading.com .

, 2015

Shortly moreinformationwill be
available about wherereadingswill be
taking place.

Morethan 300 authorsfrom more
than 65 countries are supporting this
initiative, among them Nobel Prizefor
LiteraturelaureatesMarioVargasL|osa,
Herta Miller, Elfriede Jelinek, Orhan
Pamuk, Gunter Grass and John M.
Coetzee.

To organize a reading, send rel-
evant information by the 30th of March
2015 to worldwidereading@literatur-
festival.com, including details of the
exact location and time of event as well
as the name of the participants.

Faith in Action:
Listening In on the Conversations of
Archbishop Hovnan Derderian

By Arsen Danielian, LL.D., Esqg.

For those who have read the
formal works of His Eminence Arch-
bishop Hovnan Derderian, heard him
speak, or have had the privilege of
personal contact with him, the title of
Ronald Alepian’s book: Faith in Ac-
tion, will not be surprising. The book
isan informal one, a series of conver-
sations that have been compiled into a
volume (the full title of the book in-
cluding thedescriptive: Conversations
with Archbishop Hovnan Derderian on
his life, service to the community,
faith and views). As Alepian statesin
the preface, he did not intend to write
a biography — definitive or otherwise-
but rather present to the reader the
conversationshewasfortunate enough
to have with the Primate of the West-
ern Diocese of the Armenian Church
of North America, where ruminations
of many subjects occurred.

Inwriting about thisbook, | want
toemulatetheinformal, conversational
structure of the volume itself. There-
fore, I will not be providing a chapter-
by-chapter analysis, an examination of
various subjects covered, but rather
present those themes (again infor-
mally), that resonated with me as an
interested reader. In some sense, |
want to write about what remainswith
me after reading the book — the same
way, we might remember a conversa-
tion with a friend we respect and
admire. On such occasions, we re-
member the cadence and the rhythms
and repetitions within a conversation,
as much as the substance.

In 2006 Archbishop Derderian
had stated: “Commitment. This one
word encompasses the practical call-
ing required from us. We are commit-
ted when we pray” (7). The very stark-
nesswithwhichthe Archbishop makes
that statement, reiterated for me the
conviction of his beliefs. | was struck
by the very simplicity by which, such
apowerful claim can be made. Corre-
spondingly, theconversationsrecorded
in the book make clear, that commit-
ment requires leadership and action -
Archbishop Derderian seemsto be say-
ing most vehemently, that one cannot
be committed in the abstract. As the
Archbishop himself states: “I learned
early on ... that people support you if
you are leading and turn on you if you
waver” (sic in original: waiver — 43).
As His Eminence goes to say, listen-
ing, understanding, empathy, must ul-
timately lead to action. And the ulti-
mate expression of purposive action,
is leadership. What struck me most
about Archbishop Derderian’ sthoughts
onthesethreeinterrelated principles—
commitment, action, and leadership —
was that they are not merely critical
aspectsof his*job description’ —to put
it on the vernacular — but rather the
most sacred expression of his faith.

Asmany readers of the book will
no doubt be members of our faith, or
even come from a larger audience of
people of faith (whatever their reli-
gious preferences), they may fairly
ask the questions: How do we enact
theconvictionsthat Archbishop Hovnan
Derderian speaks of in a complex and
often complicated world? Where does

onegather, andthen sustainthestrength
that allowsusto be of, and functionin,
aworld wherein our beliefs and com-
mitments may often be tested?

In providing the answer to those
questions, | believe Archbishop
Derderian is at his most personal, and
consequently also most humane and
available. For the answer we have
from him, is once again a simple one,
and therein lies its power: we must
haveanindividual spacethatisserene,
and peaceful and nourishing in the
midst of chaos. And more often than
not, this space is reflective of who we
are at the core. When asked about his
time at the Seminary of Holy
Etchmiadzin, and the difficulties of
being alonein athen communist coun-
try, Archbishop Derderian speaks of a
memory that struck me as both per-
sonal and powerful in the ways that |
have been speaking of: “Despite the
turbulence of my final yearsin Leba-
non ...” says the Archbishop, “it was
inthetranquil gardens and classrooms
of Holy Etchmiadzin that | became a
man ...” (27).

The power of having a center
that hold and nourishes onein produc-
tivewaysisalsoreiterated when Arch-
bishop Derderian talks about religion,
faithand practiceinamodernist world.
Readers of the book may themselves
feel tumbled andtossedinaworldwith
many issues that trouble us, or con-
fuse us, or that escape our full under-
standing. When asked a series of ques-
tionsonthe* state” of our world today,
His Eminence’s answers suggest that
itisnot aspecific“issue” or“problem”
that need stop us in our tracks in a
contemporaneous moment, but rather
that we should consider the universal
flow of time, and themarch of civiliza-
tion as it moves forward. And in this
regard, the Archbishop’ s assessments

are overwhelmingly positive and life
affirming. As His Eminence states: “I
firmly believethat theworld isabetter
place today than at any time in the
history of mankind. | believe in the
progress of humanity, and in our con-
tinuous struggle to better ourselvesin
theworldweinhabit. And | believethat
every generation has advanced, for
millennia... | have nothing but opti-
mism for the future...” (64).

Chapter five, six and seveninthe
book contain conversations that all
relate to the larger themes of the
Church, the Homeland and the Arme-
nian Diaspora. And once again the
reader will note, that as with the inter-
connected concepts of faith, commit-
ment and action, the Church, Home-
land, and the Diaspora are likewise
interdependent, and the nexus of those
three concepts create a whole where
faith and purpose can reside.

When asked about his priorities
for the many ways he must function as
an Archbishop of the Armenian Apos-
tolic Church, His Eminence responds
in away that shows his awareness of
the practical in the midst of the spiri-
tual: Speaking of the Western Diocese
and building a new Armenia he cites
three principal points of focus and
action: The clergy, Christian educa-
tion, and re-visioning the Diocesan
organization structure to better serve
the community. As the Primate of the
Western Diocese of the Armenian
Church of North America sums up the
future of the Church: “[M]ore
churches, more members, more
projects, more programs, more activi-
ties ... more work” (104). Although |
was not present at this conversation, |
imagineHisEminencesaidthosewords
with great enthusiasm.

Continued on page4
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Peace of Art Commemorates the Centennial
of the Armenian Genocide
with Billboard Displays
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By Rosario Teixeira

BOSTON — In commemoration
of thecentennial of the Armenian Geno-
cide, beginning January 2015 and
through the end of the year, Peace of
Art, Inc., has begun to display large
electronic panelsin the United States.
Thefirst of such electronic displaysis
in Massachusetts; located on Route 1
inFoxboro, about 1/4milefrom Gillette
Stadium and Patriot Place. Theimages
and the messages on the electronic dis-
plays pay tribute to the victims, refer to
the Armenian Genocide, as well as all
other genocides that took place during
the past one hundred yearsfollowing the
Armenian Genocide.

Peace of Art, Inc., president
Daniel VaroujanHejiniansaidthat “We
are sending a message of peace to the
world, to condemn the past crimes of
genocide, and resolve that no other
nation be the next target of genocide.”
With the electronic billboards, Peace
of Art’s message isthat genocide con-
tinuesto beathreat to humanity, it urges
viewers to condemn the crime of geno-
cide, bealert, “don’t bethenext victim,”
and put an end to this crime against
humanity once and for all.

The first of the electronic bill-

boardsreads”“ CondemnthePast, Don’t
Be the Next Victim. Remember 1915
the Armenian Genocide.” Within the
word “Genocide” the letter “O” is a
target.

The second of the electronic bill-
boardswill read” In Remembrance of
all Genocide Victims 1915-2015. The
Centennial of the Armenian Genocide.”
Within theword “ Genocide” the letter
“O” isacircle with the flags of coun-
tries that have recognized the Arme-
nian Genocide and within the circleis
a dove, a symbol of peace.

Since 1996, the artist Daniel
Varoujan Hejinian hasbeen displaying
large billboards in Massachusetts to
inform the community at large to the
reality of the Armenian Genocide. In
2003, Hejinian founded Peace of Art,
Inc. a non-profit organization, that
uses art as an educational tool to bring
awarenessto the universal human con-
dition, and promote peaceful solutions
to conflict. The organization is not
associated with political or religious
organizations, and its focus is on the
global human condition.
www.PeaceofArt.org. Since then,
Peace of Art, Inc., has sponsored the
billboardsto commemorate the Arme-
nian Genocide.

US Assistant Secretary of State

Continued frompagel

pete equally herethat not only protects
the investment environment and pro-
tects the country’s democracy, but
also closes the space for outsideinter-
ferenceinyour economy,” said Nuland.

After meetings with the |eaders of
ArmeniainY erevanand previously with
the leaders of Azerbaijan in Baku the
senior U.S. diplomat said shefelt“wedid
make progress in both capitals.”

“l spoke to both [Azerbaijani]
President [II1ham] Aliyev and [Arme-
nian] President [Serzh] Sarkisian on
this trip about ending the bloodshed
which servesnobody. | felt that wedid
make progress in both capitals on this
visit, and | hopeto seepeaceincoming
days and weeksin theinterest of all of
the soldiers serving and all of the par-
ents, and in the interest of peace and
stability in the region,” she said.

Speaking at a press conference
in Baku on February 17, Nuland said
she would talk in Yerevan about the
release of two Azerbaijani nationals
convicted and jailed in Nagorno-
Karabakh for crimes, including a

teenager’s murder.

Addressing the case in Y erevan
today, the U.S. official described what
thetwo Azerbaijanisdid asa“terrible
crime”. At the sametime, sherepeated
her appeal for their handover to
Azerbaijan. “| did speak about the ter-
rible crime that was committed, it was
obviously a crime. That said, we do
call onrelevant authoritiesto makethe
kind of humanitarian gesture that |
spoke of at my previous press event,”
Nuland said.

The U.S. assistant secretary of
state also addressed the issue of the
2009 Turkish-Armenian protocols on
normalization of ties between the two
nations that Armenian President
Sarkisian decided to recall from the
parliament earlier this week.

In doing so, the Armenian |eader
stressed that “the Turkish government
has no political will, distorts the spirit
and letter of the protocols, and contin-
uesitspolicy of setting preconditions.”

Despite this decision, Nuland
said, it is important for Washington
that Armenia has not withdrawn from
the process.

February 21, 2015

Turkey, the Legacy of Silence

A transmedia documentary about silence around

the Armenian genocide

PARIS — For the past two years,
Anna Benjamin and Guillaume Clere
aredriven by thedesireof giving voice
to the descendants of the Armenian
genocide survivors. In February 2015,
the two French journalists are close to
reachtheir goal: achieving adocumen-
tary and aweb-seriesrelating the story
of four Turks who discovered their
Armenianorigins... and who decideto
break silence. Toachievetheir project,
they launched a crowdfunding cam-
paign during two months.

Through the portraits of Nazli,
Armen, Dogukan and Y asar, Turkey,
theL egacy of Silencereveal stheweight
of silence, still burdened by thousands
of Armenian descendant families in
Turkey. Indeed, after 1915, the price
of survival was high: assimilation in
Turkish and Kurdish families, conver-
siontolslam, and aboveall, stay quiet.
Since then, the secret has been kept.
After a century of silence, History is
reappearing: multiplefamiliesarenow
proclaiming the Armenian heritage of
their ancestors. By giving afaceto the
million of descendants of these |slam-
ized Armenians, Turkey, the Legacy
of Silence is a worldwide call to the
duty of remembrance. Today, despite
risks, fear and shame, Nazli, Armen,
Dogukan and Y asar have the courage
to break the taboo on their Armenian
roots and show their faces. https://
vimeo.com/114534321

Turkey, the Legacy of Silence
will bereleased internationally for the
Commemoration of the Armenian geno-
cide in April 2015: on TV as a 52'
documentary film, and on Internet asa
multi episode web-series. Addition-
aly, the public will beinvited to offer
testimony on the website. The docu-
mentary arousesinterest : during April
it will be broadcasted in France (Paris,
Valence, Vienne) and in United States
(startingin Glendale...)

Turkey
lhe Legacy
ol §ilence

Yet, to reach these goals, the
authors still need to raise funds. In
order to reach an international audi-
ence, the film must be translated in
English and in Armenian in a first
phase. In a second phase, the web-
series must be edited and embedded in
an interactive web site. https://
vimeo.com/116566232

Fortheproject, Anna& Guillaume
went four times in Turkey: scouting
Anatoliafinding Armenian descendants
and shooting the images of the film.
The documentary is actually being
edited. It still has to be standardized,
translated, developed, andillustrated...

With the help of their producer,
Découpages, they obtained several
guarantees such as the broadcast of
French channel Toutel’'Histoire and a
writing and production help allowed
by the CNC (CentreNational du Cinéma
et de I'image animée). They also ob-
tained the agreement of famous me-
diassuch asFrancelnfoand Mediapart
to host the web-series.

Today, Anna& Guillaumerelay on
public’ sgenerosity to honor thememory
of Armenian History, to mark the geno-
cide century and to reveal the silence.

Faith in Action:

Continued frompage3

As | said above, my purpose in
writing this piece was not to examine
Alepian’s book and the conversations
contained inthevolume, inaformal or
scholarly fashion. Rather, | wanted to
write about what remains with me
after having closed the book. So |
would like to end with an answer to a
questionasked of Archbishop Derderian
where hisanswer isonce again simple
and thus powerful: When asked about
the purpose and context of the Church
in our world, the answer given, isthat
the Church should provide both love

and moral compass. And in hisanswer
Archbishop Derderian returns once
more to his perpetual conviction of
putting into practice, the abstract:
“Loveisnot a passive emotion, itisan
activeverb” (141). And heclarifies, that
by moral compass he does not mean
dictating rulesfor living for the masses,
but rather engaginginanactive*expres-
sion of the teachings of Christ”.

No doubt other readers of this
volume will remember the conversa-
tions differently than | have, and |
believe, therein we find the value of
listening in on these conversations —
their value and their power.

“Froman American point of view
we believe that the normalization be-
tween Armenia and Turkey remains
important for both countries and re-
mains important for the region as a
whole and for regional peace and sta-
bility. So, wewill continueto promote
it,” Nuland said. “I think that what's
important to note is that Armenia has
not withdrawn from the process and
that’s also important to us that the
process can continue.”

Victoria-Nuland4Earlier on

Wednesday the U.S. assistant secre-
tary of state visited Yerevan's
Tsitsernakaberd memorial to some1.5
million Armenians massacred during
the Ottoman-era Genocide in Turkey.
Just like former U.S. Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton in 2010, Nuland
described her visit as a“private” one.

“It wasavery moving stop today
at the memorial. | have never person-
ally had a chance to go, and it was
obviously animportant part of my visit
here today,” Nuland said.
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