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Armenian National

Philharmonic Orchestra
Concert of Remembrance
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Eduard Togchjan, Artistic Mirector ang Principal Conductor
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KHACHATURIAM Spartacus Suite
MAMSURIAN Violin Concerta
SHOSTAKOVICH Symphony Mo, 5
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perfarem Tor the Thrst time at Wall Disney Condert Hall
Uon T rmiss this wvery special evening

Tue MAY 12 7:30pm
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Wall Disney Concert Hall 1% located in Downtown Los Angeles at
151 5. Grand Avence, Dn-sile parking is available for 53

WALT DISNEY CONCERT HALL

Tickels: 3335125
LAPNIL.cam
323 E50.2000
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President Sarkisian Meets with
US Senate Leaders

WASHINGTON, DC -- Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian has praised
America sroleinmaintaining peacein
the South Caucasus at a meeting in
Washingtonwithfour influential mem-
bers of the U.S. Senate, including its
Republican majority leader, Mitch
McConnell.

Sarkisian met with McConnell,
John McCain, the Republican chair-
man of the Senate Armed Services
Committee, and two pro-Armenian
Democratic senators, Robert
Menendez and Jack Reed, at the start
of his trip to the United States on
Tuesday.

“The president highly assessed
the USA’ srolein maintaining regional
security and stability, including the
USA'’s active involvement, as a co-
chair of the OSCE Minsk Group, inthe
Nagorno-Karabakh peace process,”
Sarkisian’s office said in a statement.

Sarkisian alsothankedthe United
States for its large-scale economic

assistance provided to Armenia since
independence, saying that it has been
“amed at strengthening Armenian
statehood.”

According to the statement, the
participants of the meeting discussed
the unresolved Karabakh conflict and
other “regional issuesand challenges.”
In that context, they spoke about ways
of creating “alternative transport and
energy options” for Armeniagiven its
closed borders with Azerbaijan and
Turkey.

The statement gave no details of
that discussion. It said Sarkisian and
the U.S. lawmakers agreed that the
U.S. and Armenia have developed
“strong partnership withinbilateral and
multilateral frameworks.”

The main official purpose of the
trip is to take part in Thursday’s ecu-
menical service at Washington's Na-
tional Cathedral that will mark the 100th

Continued on page4

Luxembourg Parliament Adopts Resolution

on Armenian Genocide Recognition

LUXEMBOURG - The Parlia-
ment of Grand Duchy of Luxembourg
has unanimously adopted a resolution
on recognition of the Armenian Geno-
cide according to the official page of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ar-
menia on Facebook.

Member of theParliament L aurent
Mosar stated in an interview with
“Armenpress’ that the resolution was
submitted to the parliament by
Luxembourg’s Christian
Social-Democratic Party, which is an
opposition party and one of the mem-
bers of which is Laurent Mosar. The
latter had previously emphasized that
the draft of the resolution stated that
the crimes and atrocities perpetrated
against the Armenians in the Ottoman
Empirein 1915 are genocide.

Armeniahaswel comed theadop-
tion of the Resol ution recognizing the
Armenian Genocide by the Parliament
of Luxembourg.

“Paying tribute to the memory of
the Armenian Genocide victims, the
Parliament of L uxembourg underlines

that the eventsin the Ottoman Empire
a century ago constituted genocide,
and calls on the Turkish authorities to
face their history,” Armenian Foreign
Minister Edward Nalbandian said in a

statement.

“By adopting this resolution, Lux-
embourg joined the countries that have
recognized the Armenian Genocide and
madeanimportant contributiontothehigh
mission of preventing new crimes against
humanity,” Minister Nalbandian said.

Armenia to Tax Migrant Workers

YEREVAN -- Dismissing oppo-
sition objections, the National Assem-
bly approved on Wednesday agovern-
ment bill that will require some of the
hundreds of thousands of Armenians
working abroad to pay taxesin Arme-
nia.

The bill will primarily apply to
construction firms that are registered
in Armenia but implement building
projects abroad and Russiain particu-
lar. The government will be able to
levy a 13 percent income tax from
their employees.

The payroll tax rate for workers
in Armeniais 24 percent.

Presenting the bill to lawmakers,
Deputy Finance Minister Vakhtang
Mirumian said thegovernment expects
a boost to its tax revenue. “Some of
our citizens work abroad and | think

that there is nothing wrong with this
mechanism,” he said. “We are telling
them to pay their taxes here, rather
than there.”

Mirumiangaveno estimatesasto
thenumber of Armenian migrant work-
erslikely to be affected by the measure
or the amount of extra revenue antici-
pated by the government.

An estimated 500,000 Armenian
nationals are thought to live and work
in Russia. Many of them work for
construction firmsthat are often owned
by Armenians. Annual remittances
from those migrant workers aswell as
Russian citizens of Armenian descent
are equivalent to at least 15 percent of
Armenia’ s Gross Domestic Product.

The bill met with strong resis-

Continued on page4

Karabakh Armenian Serviceman
Sentenced to 15 Years in Azerbaijan

BAKU — A court in Azerbaijan
has sentenced Karabakh Armenian
Arsen Baghasaryan to 15 years of im-
prisonment after finding him guilty of
a number of charges, including sub-
versive activities against the state of
Azerbaijan, and sentenced him to 15
years in prison.

Baghdasaryan was taken pris-
oner by Azerbaijani forces under un-
clear circumstanceslatelast year. Baku
officials said he was part of an Arme-
nian “ sabotage-reconnaissance” group
and was captivated after a failed at-
tempt by the group to carry out sub-
versive activities in the direction of
Aghdam on December 26.

Military authorities in Karabakh
acknowledged that Baghdasaryan was
a contract serviceman but denied any
raid attempted into Azerbaijani-con-
trolled territory. The Karabakh De-
fense Ministry said Baghdasaryan's
service in the ranks had been sus-

pended because of repeated disciplin-
ary violations on his part, including
regularly being absent without leave.
Two Azerbaijani nationals were
tried and convicted in Stepanakert last
year for carrying out subversive ac-
tivities and committing other crimes,
including the murder of ateenager, in
the territory of Nagorno-Karabakh.
Armenian sources believe this verdict
isinretaliation for the Karabakh case.

Erdogan Declines Putin’s Invitation to
Moscow Ceremony in Fresh Diplomatic Snub

Turkish President Recep Erdogan
has declined an invitation from coun-
terpart Vladimir Putin to attend the
ceremony marking the 70th anniver-
sary of Moscow’s victory in World
War 11, in an apparent diplomatic re-
prisal against Russian leader’s deci-
sion to label the 1915 killings of Otto-
man Armeniansasgenocidelast month,
the Hurriyet Daily News reports.

Russian diplomatic sources told
daily Hurriyet on May 5 that Turkey
would be represented by Ambassador
Umit Yardimat theMay 9 Victory Day
Parade in Moscow.

Upon a question from a Russian
journalist, Turkish Parliament Speaker
Cemil Cicek said during his visit to
Moscow on April 15 that he “was sure
that President [Erdogan] would try

come” to Moscow for the ceremony.

“April 24, 1915 is a melancholy
date, related to one of the most horren-
dous and dramatic events in human
history, the genocide of the Armenian
people,” Putin said in a letter to the

Continued on page4
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ACA Supports Carolyn Ramsay
for LA City Council

LOSANGELES- The Armenian
Council of America (ACA) is pleased
to endorse Carolyn Ramsay for the
LosAngelesCity Council District Four
(CD4) seat.

The decades of involvement
within Council District 4 asaresident,
community activist, as well as civil
servants, is what separates Carolyn
Ramsay from her opponents. ACA
believes that she is the most qualified
candidate to represent the mosaic of
communities that makes up CDA4,
which includes Little Armenia.

Asacivil servant, Ms. Ramsay
has the knowledge and practice to
make city institutions work better
for residents and small business
owners, to make our communities
safer and more livable, and to im-
prove our local economy with good
jobs. Itisthisexperience on thefront
lines, holding City Hall accountable
totheresidentsof CD4, which makes
her the most qualified to be its next
Councilmember.

Thus, it is our belief, that Ms.
Ramsay's dedication, professional ex-
perience and community involvement
will be a tremendous addition to

strengthening the Los Angeles City
Council andweurgeall constituentsto
vote for Carolyn Ramsay in the May
19th runoff election.

In response to aletter of support
to Ms. Ramsay, she stated: "I'm grate-
ful for the endorsement and look for-
ward to working with the Armenian
Council of America."

Los Angeles City Council Dis-
trict 4 spans from Sherman Oaks, east
toto LosFelizand southtotheMiracle
Mile, and contains an array of neigh-
borhoods known for containing large
numbers of Armenian Americans.
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Founding Parliament Activists Set Free

Y EREVAN — Fiveleading mem-
bers of Founding Parliament group
were released from custody on Mon-
day almost one month after being ar-
rested on controversial charges stem-
ming from its efforts to topple Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian.

Zhirayr Sefilian, the top leader
of the Founding Parliament move-
ment, and his four associates were
set free after signing awritten pledge
not to leave Y erevan for the duration
of an ongoing investigation into
“mass disturbances” allegedly
planned by them.

Sefilian, aL ebanese-bornKarabakh
war hero, and four other activists, in-
cluding Founding Parliament chairman
Garegin Chukazsyan, members
Varuzhan Avetisyan, Pavel Manukyan
and Gevorg Safaryan, were detained on
April 7 as National Security Service
(NSS) workers conducted searches at
their homes as well as at the Founding
Parliament headquartersinY erevan. The
NSS said later it obtained evidence that
the group intended to instigate “mass
disturbances’ during arally planned in
Y erevan last month.

A senior Armenian prosecutor,
V ahagn Poghosian, ordered therel ease

of the five oppositionists four days
after Human Rights Watch declared
that they were jailed because of their
“peaceful political beliefs.” In aletter
to Prosecutor-General Kostanian, the
New Y ork-based group said they must
therefore be freed pending investiga-
tion.

The Founding Parliament had
controversially planned to launch non-
stop street protests on April 24 — the
day when large-scale events marking
the centennial of the Armenian Geno-
cide in Ottoman Turkey were taking
placein Y erevan.

Parliamentary Elections Held
in Nagorno Karabakh

Monuments to Armenian WWII Heroes
Unveiled

STEPANAKERT -- On Sunday
people in Nagorno-Karabakh elected
their new parliament in general pollsto
determine the mandates in the 33-seat
National Assembly. According to
Karabakh’'s Central Election Commis-
sion (CEC), just over 70 percent of the
territory’s 100,000 or so eligible vot-
ers cast ballots in Sunday’s elections.

Representativesof |srael, Hungary,
the Czech Republic, Belgium, Estonia,
Mexico, Bulgaria, Germany, Russia, Zim-
babwe, South Ossetia, Armenia and
European Union Parliament (M EP) mem-
bers monitored the vote. The observers
expressed their satisfaction with the
voting process. Speaking of the position
of theEuropean Unionand other interna-
tional organizations, MEP Marc Engel
said: “The fact that I’'m here today at
least shows that | recognize the elec-
tions. | consider that the people of
Nagorno Karabakh prefer democracy
without recognition to recognition with-
out democracy.”

Accordingtopreliminary results,
theruling Free M otherland party led by
Prime Minister Ara Harutyunyan re-

ceived 47.35 percent of the vote, head
of theNKR Central Electoral Commis-
sion Srbuhi Arzumanyan told report-
ers today.

Pro government Karabakh’'s
Democratic Party (headed by current
Speaker speaker Ashot Gulian) came
second with 19.1 percent and Arme-
nian Revolutionary Federationreceived
18.51 percent of the vote.

The two opposition parties —
Movement-88 and National Revival —
got 6.93 percent and 5.38 percent of
the vote respectively.

Based on these results Nagorno-
Karabakh's three main pro-govern-
ment parties lost some ground to two
opposition groups but still retained
their comfortable majority in thelocal
legislature.

Aswasthe case during the previ-
ous elections held in Karabakh,
Azerbaijan condemned the latest vote
asillegal andillegitimate. BakuonFri-
day also threatened to launch criminal
proceedings against the foreign ob-
serverswho travelled to “ the occupied
territories of Azerbaijan.”

Y EREV AN -- A solemn ceremony
of unveiling monumentsof two promi-
nent Soviet Armenian World War 11
veterans Marshal Hovhannes
Baghramyan and Marshal General of
USSR Armored Forced Hovhannes
Babajanyan was held in the Zorakan
village (Tavush region) on Monday.

The Minister of Defense of the
Republic of ArmeniaSeyran Ohanyan,
the Governor of Tavush Hovik
Abovyan, Deputy Minister of Culture
of the Russian Federation of Rostov
Region Timofey Subotin, the Head of
Zorakan community of Tavush region
and others attended the opening cer-
emony of the Monuments and three
stones, which were dedicated to the
memory of the victims of the Arme-
nian Genocide, Artsakh heroic battle

and 1941-1945 Great Patriotic War.

“In the 1980’s, about 60% of
Artsakh’s [Nagorno-Karabakh]
Chardakhluvillagewereforcedtomove
toZorakar village. But that never broke
the villagers’ spirit, as they remained
faithful to their traditions,” the state
news agency Armenpress quotes the
mayor as saying.

“Today, we not only pay respect
to our glorious marshals but also bow
to those who sacrificed their lives for
our peaceful existence. Chardakhlu is
auniquevillage, whose sonshad arole
indeterminingtheGreat PatrioticWar’'s
outcome. And that’s a remarkable
fact,” Armenian Defenseminister said,
adding that he himself iswell-familiar
with Chardakhlu’slife having resided
in anearby village in 1965-1974.
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Historic Camp for Armenian Orphans in

Istanbul to be Destroyed for Luxury Homes

ISTANBUL — A former summer
camp primarily for Armenian orphans
located in the I stanbul suburb of Tuzla
isexpected to be demolished at theend
of May inorder to buildluxury villason
the site, Today’ Zaman reports.

A total of 1,500 orphaned chil-
dren, such as the prominent Arme-
nian-Turkish journalist Hrank Dink,
spent summersat Camp Armen, which
openedin 1963 and washbuiltin part by
the orphans themselves. Dink, who
was very devoted to Camp Armen, not
only attended as a child but later be-
came a camp counselor. Camp Armen
is also where he met his wife, now
widow, Rakel Dink. Peoples' Demo-
cratic Party (HDP) deputy Erol Dora,
who is Aramean (Syriac), also at-
tended Camp Armen as a child.

A high court ruling issued in
1974 stated that “minority founda-
tionscannot own property.” In 1983,
the camp was closed and the deed to
the land was returned to its former
owner, despite legal action taken by
the Gedikpasa Armenian Protestant
Church, which owned and operated
the camp. The ownership of the land
has since changed hands several
times.

On Sunday, members of the Ar-
menian community visited the aban-

doned camp and found itinaneglected
state. They gathered the litter and
tended to the garden, even planting a
plum tree.

According to a news report by
theBirgundaily published on Tuesday,
former campers shared memories of
their experiences during their visit,
including one particularly interesting
account of when Dink, in hisroleasa
camp counselor, was returning with
some children to the camp from atrip
to the beach and the gendarmerie was
waiting for him. The camp was ac-
cused of training children to join the
militant Armenian Secret Army for the
Liberation of Armenia (ASALA), to
which Dink reportedly responded in a
state of shock and confusion, “At the
beach?’

The camp’s building has gone
untouched since it was forced to close
and the current, private owner plansto
have it demolished at the end of May,
according to those who visited the
camp on Sunday. Members of the
Armenian community, such as former
campers and activists from Nor
Zartonk, a civil society group repre-
senting Turkey’s Armenian commu-
nity, are still in search of a solution to
prevent the demolition of the histori-
cally significant and beloved camp.

Turkey’s EU Membership Bid “Complicated”
Over Armenia Genocide Row

VIENNA — Turkey’s backlash
against European countries that call
Ottoman Turks 1915 massacre of
Armenians genocide will complicate
Ankara’'s ambitions to join the Euro-
pean Union, thecommissioner incharge
of EU enlargement told a newspaper
on Thursday.

“The uncompromising and ag-
gressive” attitude towardsthose states
that consider the WW1-era mass kill-
ing of Armeniansasgenocide*compli-
cates” Ankara's EU bid. The Union’s
Commissioner for Neighborhood and
Enlargement Johannes Hahn told the
Austrian daily Standard, noting the
fact that elections will be held in Tur-
key in June in the context of the
country’s strong reactions.

“In some parts of the country
and in certain parts of the population
that may be popular, but what I'm
worried about are the long-term con-
sequences. This sows the seeds of
anti-European and anti-Western atti-

tudes which, from today’s point of
view, makes (Turkey’s) membership
(inthe EU) very difficult,” Hahn said.

The European Parliament this
month al so backed amotion that called
themassacre genocide, daysafter Pope
Francis provoked fury in Turkey by
using the same term.

Recently, the Austrian parliament
adopted a declaration of heads of cau-
cuses of all six parliamentary parties
about the Armenian genocide, towhich
Turkey reacted by recalling its ambas-
sador for consultations and threaten-
ing with the cooling of relations.

SARF Urgent Appeal

ALEPPOARMENIAN COMMUNITY TARGETED ONCEAGAIN

SARF CALLS ON COMMUNITY TO MOBILIZE IN SUPPORT OF
CRISISVICTIMS

Just as Armenians around the world were wrapping up their Genocide
Centennial Commemorations, our community in Aleppo was once again the
victim of a brutal attack on one of its most iconic churches — the 15th century
Armenian Church of Forty Martyrs.

Was the timing of this barbaric act just a coincidence or a message on
behalf of the same genocidal criminal swho continuetotarget our heritage, faith
andidentity?

Asyou all know, thewar in Aleppo has entered anew and very dangerous
phase. Our neighborhoods are now in direct line of fire and are being targeted
on a daily basis. Our population is facing imminent danger and is suffering
human aswell as property damages. Our churches continue to be under attack.

Although we become furious with every new tragedy that befalls on our
brethren in Syria, we are reminded that we are a nation that has risen from the
ashes of a Genocide. The calamity facing the victims of today’swar in Aleppo
and all other cities and towns in Syria can only strengthen our resolve and
commitment to help them navigate this sad chapter in their liveswhether inside

response.

Syria or as refugees around the world, most notably in Armenia.

Today, more than ever, the fate of all those living inside Aleppo is
unknown. What will be our response!

We call upon our community members to once again step up to the
occasion and heed to our urgent call to action by donating generously to help
our sisters and brothers who today, more than ever, need our immediate

Donate Now! Online: www.syrianarmenianrelieffund.org or by mailing a
check to Syrian Armenian Relief Fund, P.O. Box 1948, Glendale, CA 91209

Reddit Co-founder Alexis Ohanian Visits
COATF Villages in Armenia

NEW'Y ORK — Reddit Co-founder
and Armenian American AlexisOhanian
has toured Children of Armenia Fund
(COAF)-supportedvillagesinrural Ar-
menia. Ohanian madethe pilgrimageto
Armenia over the past week on the
occasion of the 100th Anniversary of
the Armenian Genocide.

Armenian-American internet en-
trepreneur Alexis Ohanian, co-founder
of social website Reddit, meeting with
students at technology-enhanced Cre-
ativity Lab of newly renovated school
by Children of Armenia Fund (COAF)
locatedin Hatsik, Armenia, on Sunday,
April 26, 2015. Ohanian visited the
COAF-supportedvillagesduring histrip
to Armenia in commemoration of the
centennial of the Armenian Genocide.

Armenian-Americaninternet en-
trepreneur AlexisOhanian, co-founder
of social website Reddit, meeting with
students at technology-enhanced Cre-
ativity Lab of newly renovated school
by Children of ArmeniaFund (COAF)
locatedinHatsik, Armenia, on Sunday,
April 26, 2015. Ohanian visited the
COAF-supported villages during his
trip to Armeniain commemoration of
the centennial of the Armenian Geno-
cide.

Visiting the Hatsik and Karakert
villages, meeting with English-speak-

M icg

ing students at the school’s technol-
ogy-enhanced Creativity Lab, which
features el ectronic blackboards, mod-
ern computers and mobile furniture,
Ohanian met with students from the
English ACCESS programsjointly fi-
nanced by the U.S. Embassy in Arme-
nia and COAF, as part of a two-year
intensive language program serving
100 children from socially vulnerable
families throughout five COAF-sup-
ported villages. Students and Alexis
discussed their future career aspira-
tions, the future of Armeniathey fore-
see, and the oral histories passed down
to them on the Genocide experience.
Following his talks with the youth,
Ohanianvisited the Armenian villages
of Yervandashat and Bagaran on the
Armenian-Turkish border. Both an-
cient Armenian capitals, they are sym-
bolic of the divide of what Armenians
regard the separation of western Ar-
meniafrom present-day Armenia. The
Arax River forms the natural border
between Turkey and Armenia and is
visible from this site.

Ohanian’s visit and interaction
with Armenianyouth arecritical visual
examples of Armenia’s today and to-
morrow, as opposed to just the pain of
the past and the timely remembrance
of the Genocide.
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US Holocaust Memorial Museum Highlights
Centenary of the Armenian Genocide

Lepm Abgur  Remember

Special Focus

WASHINGTON, DC—-TheUnited
States Holocaust Memorial Museum
(USHMM) issued a noteworthy state-
ment on the centenary of the Armenian
Genocide. Headlined “Museum State-
ment on the 100th Anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide,” it starts: “On the
100thanniversary of the Armeniangeno-
cide, the United States Holocaust Me-
morial Museum remembers the suffer-
ing of the Armenian people.”

“The Ottoman government, con-
trolled by the Committee of Union and
Progress..., systematically eliminated
the Armenian ethnic presence in the
Anatoliaregion of itsempire,” thestate-
ment readsin part. The USHMM state-
ment al so references Raphael Lemkin,
who coined the word ‘genocide,” by
explaining that: “The origins of the
term ‘genocide’ rest, in part, in the
evensof 1915-16in Anatolia, then part
of the Ottoman Turkish empire.”

Thefull statement can beread on
the USHMM website.

In addition to the historic state-
ment, the museum now features a
‘Special Focus' section in its online
exhibitions dedicated to the Armenian
Genocide, which providesbackground
information, imagery, and select eye-
witness testimonies from the USC
Shoah Foundation’s Visual History
Archive. The ‘ Special Focus' also pro-

Carlrant
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videslinksto additional informationin-
cluding a more in-depth description of
the Armenian Genocideinthemuseum’s
online Holocaust Encyclopedia.

Viewers are also encouraged to
read USHMM historian Dr. Edna
Friedberg’'s April 17th article about
Franz Werfel’s “Forty Days of Musa
Dagh” in the Jewish Daily Forward
article headlined “How Novel About
Armenian GenocideBecameBestseller
in Warsaw Ghetto.”

Dedicatedin 1993, theUnited States
Holocaust Memorid MuseumisAmerica s
national institution for the documenta-
tion, study, and interpretation of Holo-
caust history, and servesasthiscountry’s
memoria to the millions of people mur-
dered during the Hol ocaust.

“On behalf of the Armenian As-
sembly of America, the Armenian Na-
tional Institute, and thenewly launched
online Armenian Genocide M useum of
America, we thank the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museumfor join-
ing other institutions and organi zation
from around the world in commemo-
rating the Armenian Genocide. The
continued attention by USHMM to the
Armenian Genocidesinceitsfounding
through lectures, exhibits, and publi-
cations is tremendously appreciated,”
stated Assembly co-chairs Anthony
Barsamian and Van Z. Krikorian.

President Sarkisian Meets with US Senate Leaders

Continued frompagel

anniversary of the Armenian genocide
in Ottoman Empire.

The Armenian presidential press
service said thisand other eventsdedi-
cated to the genocide centennial were
alsoontheagendaof Sarkisian’slunch
meeting with the American senators.
“All senators present at the meeting
stressed in their remarks the impor-

tance of recognizing and condemning
the Armenian genocide,” it said.

Both McConnell and McCain have
opposed in the past congressional draft
resolutions describing the 1915 Arme-
nian massacres as genocide. McCain
dropped his opposition to genocide rec-
ognition ayear ago when hevoted, along
with most other members of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, for one
suchresolution put forward by Menendez.

Armenia to Tax Migrant Workers

Continued frompagel

tance from some opposition lawmak-
ers. They said that it will put affected
workers at the risk of double taxation
by Armenian and Russian authorities.
Oneof thosedeputies, Hrant Bagratian,
also claimed that the measure could
fall foul of Russian laws.

Levon Zurabian, the parliamen-

tary leader of the opposition Armenian
National Congress (HAK), protested
against the fact that the proposed
amendments are “hastily” debated on
the parliament floor without their prior
discussioninrelevant National Assem-
bly committees.

Nevertheless, the amendments
were passed in the first reading by 65
votes to 16, with 21 abstentions.
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Remember this Name: Mher Mnatsakanyan

In October 2002 a group named
“New Names’, comprised of musi-
cally talented teenagersfrom Armenia,
visited the USA at theinvitation of the
“Nor Serount (New Generation) Cul-
tural Association”. Their performances
were received with great enthusiasm
and scored a resounding success with
their audiences. Among them was a
clarinet/shvi/duduk soloist by thename
Mher Mnatsakanyan, who captured
the hearts of his audience with his
brilliant renditions of folk as well as
classic Armenian tunes.

Since then Mher has been on a
blazing path, performing in many Eu-
ropean countries and participating in
festivals such as the “Val d’ Oise”
International Festival in France, the
“Armenia 2020 I nternational Sympo-
sium” in Greece, the* Aberdeen I nter-
national Y outh Festival” in Scotland,
the “Days of Sergey Diagelev Inter-
national Festival” in Russia, the* Melo-
dies of Peace” Orchestral Project in
Armenia and many others. He has
performed with such distinguished
names as the world famous dudukist
Djivan Gasparyan of “ Gladiator” fame,
the Georgy Minasov’s Dudukner En-
semble of international fame, the
Y erevan State Opera and Ballet The-
ater and the amazing Shen Y un per-
forming Arts Orchestra.

For hundreds of years, Armenian
folk musicians have enchanted people
fromaround theworldwiththeir magi-
cal music. From the 10th century
mystic/theol ogian/philosopher saint
Grigor Naregatsi to the 18th century
bard Sayat Nova to the 20th century
musical giants Komitas and Aram
Khachturian, Armenians have had no
shortage of musical expression!

Over many centuries, Armenians
have collaborated with Persian, Rus-
sian, and Western musicians to create
wonderful rhythms and enchanted
melodies. Interestingly, today welearn
of a new collaboration, one between
the Shen Yun Chinese orchestra and
thetalented Armenian musician, Mher
M natsakanian.

In 2013, Mher Mnatsakanyan
was invited to perform as principal
clarinetist in the Shen Yun Perform-
ing Arts Orchestra. In that role, Mher
has performed ancient Chinese musi-
cal passages with flavors from
Komitas, Aram Khatchaturyan,

Alexander Harutyunyan, Eduard
Mirzoyan, Eduard Hayrapetyan, Vache
Sharafyan and many others. During
his first year, the 2013-2014 tour,
Mher performed in over 90 shows in
25 states and 35 different cities. Dur-
ing this 2014-2015 tour alone, Mher
has performed in over 100 shows in
23 states. In January 2015, Shen Yun
captivated a large audience at the
Dolby (formerly Kodak) Theater in
Los Angeles. Since joining the Shen
Yun Orchestra, Mher has played
almost all over the United States, per-
forming in famous theatres and ven-
ues including, Boston Opera House,
The War Memorial Opera House of
San Francisco, The Kennedy Center
Opera House Washington DC, The
David H. Koch Theater At Lincoln
Center New Y ork, and Marion Oliver
McCaw Hall Seattle etc.

Mher has been tutored by distin-
guished professors, such as lgor
M ozgovenko and Rafael Baghdasaryan
of Russia, Thierry Besnard and Michel
Lethiec of France, Teodor Kerkezos
of Greece, Walter Boeykens of Bel-
gium, Wolfgang Meyer of Germany
and Frederic Rapin of Switzerland.
Despite his young age, he has been
teaching clarinet and duduk lessonsto
scoresof children, mainly in hisnative
Armenia, at the venerable Romanos
Melikyan State College and the Arno
Babajanyan State Musical College.

With so much talent and determi-
nation to excel, the star of Mher
M natsakanyanisgetting ever brighter.

Erdogan Declines Putin’s Invitation

Continued frompagel

World Without Genocide commemo-
rative event on April 23, the text of
which was also posted on the Kremlin
website.

Furthermore, the Dumavoted on
April 24 to pass a resolution that de-
scribed the 1915 eventsas*“ genocide.”

Putin and French President
FrancoisHollandewereamongthelead-
erswho joined thecommemorationsin
Armenia’ scapital Y erevanonApril 24
to mark the 100th anniversary.

After the Turkish Foreign Minis-
try strongly condemned Putin and the
Duma, President Erdogan personally
dove into the issue.

“Wewish that Mr. Putin and Mr.
Hollande had not goneto Armenia[on

April 24]. Two heads of states went
there [in Yerevan]. Thank God, 20
heads of state came to us,” Erdogan
said.

This year Turkey moved its cer-
emony for the centennial anniversary
of itsvictory at the Battle of Gallipoli to
April 24, to coincidewith the Y erevan
event. In Gallipoli, Erdogan hosted
leaders of the World War | Allies,
including 21 heads of state, Australian
Prime Minister Tony Abbott, New
Zealand Premier John Key, aswell as
the heir to the British throne Prince
Charles and his son Harry.

Diplomatic sources in Moscow
told Hurriyet that Putin’s invitation
was conveyed to Ankarain March, but
Putin’s stance over 1915 prompted
Turkey to decline it.
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A N G E L E 5

Armen Tigranian

Four performances only
May 23, 24, 30, 31, 2015
7:00 p.m.

May 23 and 31

"-"ml_lul-‘h Hasmik Papyan

Saro: Yeghishe Manucharian

Mossi: Boghos Biazbekian

May 24 and 30

Anoush: Shoushik Barsoumian

Saro: Berj Karazian

Mossi: Arshak Kuzikyan

and a large cast of soloists, chorus and orchestra.

Directed by: Hovhannes Hovhannessian
Artistic Director: Vatsche Barsoumian

The Ambassador Auditorium
131 South St. John Avenue,
Pasadena, CA 91105




