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Nagorno-Karabakh President Meets with
French MPs and Senators

President Bako Sahakian with French M Ps

PARIS — The President of the
Nagorno-Karabakh Republic (NKR),
Bako Sahakian, on Tuesday visited the
National Assembly of France and met
with a group of its members.

Bilateral relationswerediscussed
during themeeting, and aspecial atten-
tion was paid to developing and ex-
panding interparliamentary ties.

President Sahakian considered
cooperation with the French National
Assembly indispensible adding that
there are promising prospects for its
further expansion.

On20May President Sahakian
visited the French Senate and met a
group of Senators.

The President briefed the Sena-
tors on the state-building process in
Artsakh, its domestic and foreign
policy, the Azerbaijani-Karabakh con-
flict settlement process, regional trends
and responded to questions.

ThePresident underlined that offi-
cial Stepanakert attaches importance to
the development of bilateral relations
with France, afriendly country and one
of the cradles of democracy, a country
which became a second homeland for
hundreds of thousands of Armenians,
who escaped their historic land follow-
ing the Armenian Genocide.

The President rated high the role

of France in the Karabakh conflict
settlement process and in maintaining
peace and stability in the region.

As part of his working visit to
France, President Sahakian on Tues-
day visited an exhibition dedicated to
the 1915 Armenian Genocide.

In hisspeech at the event, held at
the Paris City Hall, the president high-
lighted the significance of the initia-
tive, considering it an effective way of
raising the world’s awareness of the
Genocide issue and the importance of
recognizing and condemning the uni-
versal crime against humanity. The
president said he finds cultural events
asthat auniquekind of message aimed
at preventing new crimes of genocide.

Also on 20 May President
Sahakian visited thetown of Sarcelles
and met there with the town authori-
ties headed by Mayor Francois
Pupponi.

A cooperation agreement between
the Sarcellesand Martakert townswas
signed during the meeting.

President Sahakian stressed that
cooperationwith variousFrenchtowns
and cities was of special importance
for Artsakh, considering it a signifi-
cant opportunity for urban develop-
ment in our republic and deepening the
Karabakh--France relationships.

Turkish Government Planning to Nationalize
Tuzla Camp before Returning it
to Armenian Community

ISTANBUL — The Turkish gov-
ernment is discussing ways to save the
ArmenianorphanageinTuzlafromdemo-
lition, said the head of the Foundations
Department, adding nationalizationisthe
best option, Daily Sabah reports.

The government is planning to
nationalize the Armenian orphanage
located in the Tuzlaregion of Istanbul
to save it from demolition. The Kamp
Armen orphanage will be nationalized
before being handed over tothe Arme-
nian community. This way, the cur-
rent owner of the property will not
suffer from the transaction.

Foundations Department Presi-

dent Adnan Ertem, speaking to Sabah
daily, said some were trying to cloud
the issue and attack the government,
arguing that everyone needs to under-
stand that the government was doing
everything it could.

The Armenian community is de-
manding for the return of the camp
deed to the Church Foundation rather
than expropriation and the allocation
of the camp to the foundation, calling
onthegovernment to display itspoliti-
cal will and return the camp to its
rightful owner. But according to Ertem

Continued on page3

Armenian Forces will Display Restraint
During European Games in Baku

YEREVAN -- TheArmenian mili-
tary will do its best to prevent a fresh
upsurge of fighting in the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict zone during the up-
coming European Games in Baku,
Armeniad sFirst Deputy Defense Minis-
ter Davit Tonoyan said on Tuesday.

Tonoyan aso warned Azerbaijan
againgt escalating tensionsalong the“line
of contact” around Karabakh and the Ar-
menian-Azerbaijani border after theOlym-
pic-style games schedul ed for June 12-28.

“Olympic games will be held in
Baku and Armenian forces will display
restraint until their end,” hetold Tert.am
inaninterview. “ They arealready show-
ing restraint now, which is evident and
visible. We are not provoking [skir-
mishes] or escalating the situation.”

The European Games, the first
ever multi-sport event of its kind, are
expected to attract thousands of athletes
fromaroundwider Europe. After months
of deliberations Armenia decided in
Marchto aso take part in them with two
dozen athletes.

TheNational OlympicCommittee's
decision, apparently dictated by the Ar-
menian government, followed another
escalation of deadly fighting between
Armenian and Azerbaijani forces. U.S,,
Russian and French mediators effec-
tively blamed Azerbaijan for the escal a-
tion in January.

Tension on the frontlines appears
tohaveeasedsignificantly inearly April.
The armed forces of Armenia and
Karabakh have reported no combat ca-
sualties since then.

SomeArmenianobserversattribute

this relative calm to the Baku games,
saying that the Azerbaijani leadershipis
anxious not to scare away foreign sport-
ing delegations with talk of a renewed
Karabakh war.

Tonoyan acknowledged the cur-
rent “low intensity” of armed incidents
in the conflict zone, suggesting that it
may result from international pressure
on Baku or dozens of casualties report-
edly suffered by the Azerbaijani army in
thefirst quarter of thisyear. “But | don’t
exclude and | even think it's quite pos-
sible that they are using this period to
regroup their forces and prepare new
provocations,” he said.

Addressing Azerbaijani special
army forceslatelast month, Azerbaijan’'s
Defense Minister Zakir Hasanov an-
nounced the successful completion of
“the first stage” of military operations
against the Armenians. “Now, we have
amore crucial stage ahead -- the second
stage, which is to force the enemy to
withdraw unconditionally from occu-
pied Azerbaijani lands by dealing deci-
sive and crushing blows to the enemy,”
he reportedly said.

“All of us must be ready for [the
corresponding] order of the supreme
commander-in-chief,” added Hasanov.
Hewould not say when President |1ham
Aliyev might issue such an order.

Tonoyan aso spoke of ongoing
Azerbaijani “ preparationsfor hostilities.”
“Will they opt for full-scalehostilitiesor
carry on with the tactic of gradual ex-
pansion of local operations? Both sce-
narios are possible and we are prepared
for both scenarios,” he told Tert.am.

Shots Fired at Syunik Governer
Suren Khachatrian’s Car

GORIS (RFE/RL) — Law-en-
forcement authoritiesin Armeniasaid
late on Wednesday that an unknown
gunman opened fire on a car carrying
Suren Khachatrian, the governor of
the southeastern Syunik province no-
torious for violent conduct.

According to the Investigative
Committee, Khachatrian, hisdriver and
assistant came under fire on the road
connecting theregional capital Kapanto
Goris, the governor's hometown also
located in Syunik. “Nobody was hurt,”
the committee said in a statement.

Thestatement addedthat Y erevan-
based senior officers from the commit-
teeandtheArmenianpolicerushedtothe
scene immediately after the reported
shooting. “ Necessary investigativemea
sures are being taken to clarify al cir-
cumstances of the incident,” it said.

The statement also said that a
criminal case has been opened under a
Criminal Code clause dealing with
murder attempts. No arrests were re-
ported in the following hours.

Khachatrian is one of Armenia’ s
most controversial government offi-

Suren Khachatrian

cials because of a long history of
violence involving himself and mem-
bers of his family dominating the po-
litical and economic life of Syunik.
The alleged shooting attack on his car
came amid alingering uproar sparked
by the most recent violent incident
linked with the family.

Khachatrian's equally notorious

Continued on page3
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EU Moves to Open Talks tn New Deal
with Armenia

BRUSSELS (RFE/RL) — The
European Union’s executive body has
asked the EU member states to autho-
rizeittoopen official negotiationsona
new agreement to deepen political and
economic ties with Armenia, a senior
official in Brussels said on Tuesday.

The deal would serve as a less
ambitious substitute for an EU-Arme-
niaAssociation Agreement which was
all but finalized almost two years ago.
The Armenian government precluded
itssigning after unexpectedly deciding
in August 2013 to join the Eurasian
Economic Union (EEU).

Y erevan has since been trying to
work out a different legal framework
for closer ties with the EU that would
not run counter to its membership in
the EEU. Earlier this year Armenian
and EU officials identified concrete
areas to be covered by it. The execu-
tive European Commission now needs
a “mandate” from the EU’s member
states for the start of official negotia-
tions on the new accord.

According to the senior EU offi-
cial, who did not want to beidentified,
thecommissionformally requested such
permission on Tuesday. It remained
unclear, though, whether the mandate
could beissued during thisweek’ sEU
summitin Latvia's capital Riga.

The summit slated for May 21-
22 will focus on the EU’s Eastern
Partnership program offering privi-
leged partnership to six former Soviet

republics. Three of them — Georgia,
Moldovaand Ukraine — have already
signed association agreements with
the EU.

The EU official confirmed that
the planned deal with Yerevan will
contain not only political but also eco-
nomic provisions. “The new frame-
work agreement with Armenia will
certainly have a substantial trade and
investment chapter,” he told reporters
from Brussels.

“Therewill becertainareaswhich
are not covered by [World Trade Or-
ganization] disciplines,” the official
said. “For example, the fields of in-
vestment, procurements or some other
areaswhere Armeniawill be morefree
— these are also not covered by the
Eurasian Economic Union — to pro-
vide for more market openings.”

The official stressed that unlike
the scrapped Association Agreement,
theplanned deal will not envisagefree-
trade arrangements. He argued that
just likethe EU member statesArmenia
andtheother ex-Soviet republicsaligned
inthe EEU arenot allowed to negotiate
free-trade deals on their own.

According to Armenian govern-
ment statistics, the EU remained
Armenia’ sleading trading partner last
year, accounting for 26.6 percent of
its commerce with the outside world.
By comparison, the EEU’s share in
Armenian foreign trade stood at 24.5
percent in 2014.
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Armenian ‘Rapid Reaction’ Troops Join Drills
In Central Asia

YEREVAN -- AnArmenianarmy
unit wasflown to Tajikistan on Thurs-
day totakepartin exercisesthat will be
held there by arapid reaction force of
the Russian-led Collective Security
Treaty Organization (CSTO).

The CSTO secretariat in Mos-
cow announced that the exercises will
takeplacenear Tajikistan’ sborder with
Afghanistanandinvolve2,500 soldiers
fromall six CSTO member states mak-
ing up thealliance s Collective Opera-
tional Reaction Forces (CORF). In a
statement, it said they will be backed
by 200 tanks and armored vehicles as
well as 20 warplanes and helicopters.

The participating troops report-
edly include about 500 paratroopers
from Russia

The CSTO statement did not
specify whether the drills are directly

connected with security threats to
Tajikistan emanating from Afghani-
stan. It said only that they follow a
“sudden examination” of the CORF's
combat readiness.

The Armenian Defense Ministry
reported that as part of that examina-
tion an Armenian contingent of the
rapid reaction force was put on high
aertonWednesday. An Armenianmili-
tary transport plane flew it to the Cen-
tral Asian republic the following day.

A ministry statement did not dis-
closethe number of Armenian soldiers
that will join the drills.

The CORF was set up by Russia,
Belarus, Armenia, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstanand Tajikistanat Moscow' s
initiative in 2009. The Russian side
pledged at thetimeto supply theNATO-
style force with modern weapons.

New Metallurgical Plant to Recycle
Industrial Waste

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — The
Armenian government has given the
green light to the construction of a
new metallurgical plant which offi-
cials say will create more than 1,000
jobs and recycleindustrial waste from
other mining enterprises generating
much of Armenia s export revenue.

Theprivately owned facility isto
extract ore from several “tailings”
dumps in southeastern Syunik prov-
incethat mainly belongto the Zangezur
Copper and Molybdenum Combine
(ZCMC), the country’ slargest mining
company.

The ZCMC's principal share-
holder, the German metals group
Cronimet, signed last October acorre-
sponding memorandum of understand-
ingwith thegovernment andtwo other,
little-known firms: VSEI Ventures
Group and Alyotig. Thelatter isappar-
ently based in Armenia, while V SEI
might be connected with VS Energy
International, aDutch-registered hold-
ing company controlled by Russian
and Ukrainian investors.

A government statement rel eased
onMay 7said Alyatigwill beprimarilyin
charge of the project envisaging the
construction of a tailings-processing
plant in Syunik that will cost $240 mil-
lion. Some 1,000 permanent and 500
temporary jobs are to be created during
the first phase of the project’s imple-
mentation, whichwill runthrough 2019.

“The project is quite good and
we hope that [its first phase] will be
fully implemented in the next two or
three years,” Energy and Natural Re-

sources Minister Yervand Zakharian
told reporters on Wednesday. He said
work ontherecycling facility will start
in the coming months.

Zakharian shed no light on the
owners of the new mining operation or
the source of their promised invest-
ments.

Government permission given to
the project took the form of a special
draft law that was approved by Prime
Minister Hovik Abrahamian’s cabinet
on May 7. It is not yet clear when the
government plans to push the bill
through the parliament.

Zakharianand other officialshave
argued that the new plant will not only
create jobs and boost output in the
Armenianminingindustry but alsostem
the decades-long growth of tailings
dumps and ponds in Syunik. Hazard-
ousleaksthroughtheir protectivedams
and pipes leading to them have not
been uncommon.

According to government esti-
mates, the ZCMC’s tailings storage
facilities alone have over 300 million
tons of mining waste containing non-
ferrous metals.

Mining and metallurgy is a key
manufacturing sector of Armenia’'s
economy, employing morethan 10,000
people and accounting for nearly half
of Armenian exports, which totaled
just over $1.5 billion in 2014.

The mining industry received a
major boost in December with the
inauguration of an ore-processing plant
in the Teghut forest in the northern
Lori province.

Iraq, Syria Sharply Boost
Armenian Cigarette Exports

YEREVAN -- Exports of Arme-
nian cigarettes continued to grow rap-
idly last year thanksto anear-doubling of
their deliveries to Iragq and Syria, their
principal markets abroad, according to
government statistics.

Data from the Armenian customs
service revealed by Hetg.am shows a
more than 71 percent surge in cigarette
exports that totaled $116.6 million in
2014. They stood at just $16.3 millionin
2011.

The Iragi market generated over
two-thirds of the Armenian tobacco
industry’s total export revenue. This
explainswhy Armenia strade with Iraq
rose by almost 39 percent to $106 mil-
lionin2014.

The Armenian and Iragi govern-
ments are eager to further expand bilat-
era trade, mainly carried out through
Iran, with growing contacts between
their senior officials as well as
businesspeople from the two nations. In
particular, they helpedtolaunchin Febru-

ary acommercial flight service between
Y erevanand Baghdad and Erbil, thecapi-
tal of lragi Kurdistan where Armenia
plans to open a consulate this year.

Another war-torn Arab state, Syria,
became the second most important mar-
ket for Armenian-made cigarettes in
2014. The Armenian customs service
registered an almost six-fold increasein
cigaretteexportsto Syriathat wereworth
$18.2million.

Virtualy al of thosecigaretteswere
manufactured by three tobacco firms
that are part of the Grand Holding group
founded by Hrant Vartanian, one of
Armenia s most famous businesspeople
who died in April 2014.The conglomer-
ate, which also comprises the country’s
largest chocolate and confectionery
manufacturer, is now owned and run by
his two sons. Much of the tobacco used
by it isgrown in Armenia.

Grand Holding’' sbooming exports
also helped to push up output in the
broader Armenian tobacco industry.
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AMAA Addresses Turkish Leaders
Requesting Intervention at Camp Armen

PARAMUS, NJ -- In response to
therecent newsof the partial demolition
of CAMPARMEN intheTuzlaDistrict
near Istanbul, the Armenian Mission-
ary Association of America (AMAA)
has written to the President, Prime
Minister and theUnited States Ambassa-
dor of the Republic of Turkey asking for
thelir intervention and support.

During the partial demolition of
the Camp in early May, a group of
Armenians from Turkey, including
some of the former students of the
Y outh Home of Istanbul, who grew up
in Camp Armen, rushed to the site and
are keeping guard day and night, thus
halting further demolition of the Camp.
Among those who went to the Camp
was Rakel Dink, the widow of Arme-
nian-Turkish journalist Hrant Dink.

In the letters, Zaven Khanjian,
ExecutiveDirector/ CEO of the AMAA,
asked that the Turkish leadersstrongly
consider anintervention and animme-
diateresolutionto avoid further demo-
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lition of thishistorically significant and
beloved Camp and to secure thereturn
of the property to its rightful owners,
the Armenian Evangelical Church of
Gedik Pasain Istanbul.

“Weareimploring the help of the
Turkish leaders in this matter,” said
Mr. Khanjian.“Camp Armenwashome
to over 1,500 Armenian orphans who
were gathered from the depths of
Anatolia and was where Hrant and
Rakel Dink met, grew up and were
married. The Camp wasalabor of love
for the orphans and it became their
‘Atlantis’ civilization. It is an impor-
tant part of avery meaningful chapter
inour Armenian history, and onewhich
we do not want to lose. We pray that
God will grant usall apeaceful resolu-
tion of thislegal struggle.”

The AMAA callsupon other Ar-
menian churches and organizations to
raise their voices and send similar let-
ters and requests to the leaders of the
Turkish government.

Turkish Government Planning to Nationalize

Continued frompagel

this was impossible without national -
ization. The property has changed
ownership several times, and the
present owner needs to be fairly com-
pensated beforeanything happens, “ The
only solutionisfor the state to nation-
alize and take over the property. After
which we can discuss handing it over
to the community.” Ertem said.

The state seized the orphanage in
1987 before selling it. It changed hands
several times over the years and the last
owner, having decided to demolish the
structure, faced serious demonstrations
and protests. Dozens of demonstrators
are currently holding a sit-in to prevent
the structure's destruction.

In addition to the discussions

over nationalization and the handing
over of the deed to the Armenian foun-
dation, the Tuzla Municipality is also
expected to revoke the site’s demoli-
tion license.

Ruling Justice and Development
Party (AKP) Istanbul parliamentary
candidate Markar Esayan is also in-
volved in the discussions. Esayan said
he knew Prime Minister Ahmet
Davutoglu wasinvolved in the matter,
addingitisnow impossibleto demolish
the structure. He accused the current
owner of deceiving the municipality by
arguing that the structure was close to
collapsing, which ishow he was able to
obtainthedemolitionlicense. Hesaidthe
Armenian foundation was also to blame
for not filing the necessary legal claims
for the building intime.

Shots Fired at Syunik Governer

Continued frompagel

son Tigran was questioned by the In-
vestigative Committee at the weekend
in connection with a May 2 brutal
beating near Goris of two men by a
larger group of local residents. The
severely injured victims claim that
the attackers were led by Tigran
Khachatrian. The latter denies the
allegations.

The May 2 incident rekindled
allegations by opposition politicians,
civic activists and media commenta-

tors that the Syunik governor contin-
ues to enjoy impunity because of his
staunch loyalty to President Serzh
Sarkisian. Accordingly, therehavebeen
renewed calls for his ouster.

Khachatrian was aready sacked
in June 2013 shortly after Tigran and
one of hisbodyguards shot and killed a
Goris-based businessman just outside
the Khachatrian family’ s plush villain
the small town. The shooters were
arrested but set free three months | ater.
Suren Khachatrian was reappointed as
Syunik governor ayear later.
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12 Dersim Armenians Baptized to Complete
Return to their Identity

ISTANBUL (Agosdaily) -- Fol-
lowing a six-month course of church
doctrineand basic knowledge of Chris-
tianbelief, 12 moreDersim Armenians
took their first step back to Christian-
ity withacollective baptism ceremony.
Two married couples also held reli-
gious engagement ceremonies follow-
ing the baptism ceremony held on 9
May 2015, Saturday at the Y esilkdy
Surp Istepanos Church.

The efforts of forcibly Islamised
Armenians to ‘return to their identity’
has accelerated in recent years. Such
individualsdisplay adesireto live and
express their identity openly, which
they are forced to concea in their
neighbourhood, at school and at their
workplace, and to bring an end to the
division of identities sometimes even
experienced within the same family.

Dersim Armenians have thus or-
ganized collective baptism ceremonies
at Armenian churchesto officially rturn
totheir religion. Following asix-month
course of church doctrine and basic
knowledgeof Christian belief, 12 more
Dersim Armenianstook their first step
back to Christianity with a collective
baptism ceremony. Two married
couplesalso heldreligiousengagement
ceremoniesfollowing the baptism cer-
emony held on 9 May 2015, Saturday
attheY esilkdy Surp I stepanos Church.

A new life: Led by Father Dirtad
Uzunyan, the baptism ceremony was
presided over by Archbishop Aram
Atesyan. Nazar Binatli, Pakrat
Estukyan, Bogos Colak, Kamer
Karatayli veHagop Altinkayawerethe
godfathers of the Dersimians who re-
turned to Christianity and took the
namesKarin, Derev, Naira, Lia, Arev,
Arsaluys, Kristin, Hovnan, Rupen,
Hovannes Minas, Lusin Mane and
Minas. The couples Bogos-Sirpuhi
Colak and Hovannes-L usin Col ak con-
solidated their marriageties by repeat-
ing their vows in the presence of the
Church. Yervant Dink and Kamer
Karatayli acted as groomsmen for the
couple.

We spoke to some of the Dersim

Armenians who were baptized on Sat-
urday at the Surp Istepanos Church,
and asked them about their feelings.

Arev: ‘We are returning to
our roots': ‘I am now experiencing
the freedom of being able to defend
myself against those who insult us.
Today, | am the happiest personin the
world. For years, Armenians suffered
the greatest insults at my workplace,
and | could not speak back, fearing |
would lose my job. From now on, |
will wear my cross around my neck.
We dreamed of this day since our
childhood. We are returning to our
roots.’

Hovannes Minas. ‘We began

as three, we ended up as twelve':
‘This is a very happy day for me. |
have been both baptized, and we held
our religious marriage ceremony. Itis
an inexpressible happiness. We never
forgot our religion. We can live freely
now. | had made a promise to my
mother and father to bury them in an
Armenian cemetery, | wasableto keep
that promise aswell. We were three of
us when we decided to become bap-
tized, and we achieved our purpose as
12. We are very happy.’
Hovnan: ‘| will wear thePatriarchate's
cross around my neck’: ‘I am very
excited. We all received a course to
become Christians. It was a beautiful
experience to meet Archbishop Aram
Atesyan. The cross presented to us as
agift by the Patriarchateisvery mean-
ingful for me, | will wear it around my
neck for therest of my life. Inthe past,
| could not defend myself on this
issue, now | can. | feel much freer
now, | can express my identity to
everyone.’

Kristin: ‘I can now freely say
| amaChristian’: ‘| feel amazing. | have
been waiting for thisday for along time.
| nolonger haveto conceal my identity. |
cannow freely say | amaChristian. | felt,
from time to time, both in the Armenian
community and my circle of friends, that
| was being excluded because | had not
been baptized, but thisemancipation will
serve as a remedy.’
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Mexico Hosts Events Commemorating

Armenian Genocide Centennial

MEXICOCITY -- From May 14
through May 17, arange of large cul-
tural eventsdedicated to the Armenian
Genocide centennial were held in
Mexico City, the Armenian Foreign
Ministry press office reports.

World famous Nezahual coyotl
concert hall hosted the Armenian Na-
tional Philharmonic Orchestra (ANPO)
on May 14 in Mexico. The first ever
appearance of the national orchestra
before the Mexican public was the last
stop of ANPO’s world Remembrance
tour. Under the baton of Maestro Ed-
ward Topchian, theorchestraperformed
Aram Khachaturian's Spartacus suite,
Saint-Saens’ cello concerto and
Tchaikovsky’s symphony No. 6.

Ambassador of Armenia to
Mexico Grigor Hovhannissian, Am-
bassadors and members of the diplo-
matic corpsaccredited to Mexico, rep-
resentatives of Mexican civil society
and media attended the event.

Mexico-K hachaturianOnMay 14,
National Autonomous University of
Mexico (UNAM) hosted acompelling
exhibition dedicated to the centennial
of the Armenian Genocide depicting
the journey of Armenian survivors of
the Genocide, who reached the Mexi-
can shores and founded anew life and
a new homeland there.

On May 16 and 17, the
Nezahual coyotl Hall hosted another
two concerts performed by the re-
nowned Armenian-American pianist
Dora Serviarian and the OFUNAM
orchestra of the National Autono-
mous University —one of theworld’s

KHACHATURLAM

largest and oldest universities. A
powerful performance of Aram
Khachaturian’slegendary piano con-
certo was enthusiastically received
by the music aficionados.

In the same week, the Embassy
of Armeniato Mexico, in cooperation
withtheNational I nstituteof FineArts,
the National Music Conservatory and
the National Cinematic Center, orga-
nized several viewingsof Peter Rosen’s
award-winning documentary (theHol-
lywood film festival) “Khachaturian”.
During the two showings at the na-
tional Conservatory and the Cineteca
Nacional music students, musicians
and public received firsthand insights
into the process behind the creation of
the documentary from the co-produc-
ers—Aaronand Robert Kuhnaswell as
Serviarian.

These commemorative events
were organized by the UNAM and the
Embassy of Armenia to Mexico and
were extensively covered by the local
media.

Post-WWI American Medical Philanthropy
Highlighted at Library of Congress

Armenian Lecture Series

Dr.Susan B.Harper PresentsResear ch on Dr. M abel Elliott

WASHINGTON, DC - For the
19th Library of Congress Vardanants
Day Armenian Lecture Series, Dr.
Susan B. Harper presented alectureon
“American HumanitarianismintheAr-
menian Crucible, 1915-1923.”

Formerly Senior Officer at The
Pew Charitable Trusts and Executive
Director of the Templeton Prize for
Progress in Religion, and currently a
nonresident scholar at the Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace,
Dr. Harper reported on her findings
about physician missionaries who as
part of the overall Near East Relief
effort traveled to Armenia and other
countries to deliver medical aid in the

aftermath of the Armenian Genocide.

Harper focused on the contribu-
tionsof Dr. Mabel Elliott who tended to
the medical needs of refugeesin Arme-
nia, Turkey and Greece, and who
authored one of thecompelling accounts
of theera“Beginning Again at Ararat.”

Held on May 7, the lecture coin-
cided with the opening day of events
organized by the National Commemo-
ration of the Armenian Genocide Cen-
tennial Committee and the Ecumenical
Service held at the National Cathedral
later that evening.

Dr. Harper previously participated
in the conference organized in Sep-
tember, 2000 by the Armenian Na-

May 23, 2015

Armenian National Philharmonic Orchestra

Delivers Rousing Performance at
the Walt Disney Concert Hall

LOS ANGELES -- Days after
their moving concert at the nation's
capital, on May 12 at 7:30 p.m., the
Armenian National Philharmonic or-
chestra delivered yet another memo-
rable performance at the world fa-
mousWalt Disney Concert Hall inLos
Angeles."A Concert of Remembrance"
as it was titled, was dedicated to the
Centennial of the Armenian Genocide.

Under the conductorship of
Eduard Topchjan, the evening’s pro-
gram included performances of such

legendary classical works as Aram
Khachatourian's Spartacus Suite,
Tigran Mansurian's Concerto for Violin
and String Orchestra, featuring violinist
Anush Nikoghosyan and the great Rus-
sian composer Dmitri Shostakovich's
Symphony No. 5 in D minor.

The sold out historic event with
the captivating performance of the
Armenian National Philharmonic Or-
chestra marked another milestone in
the Centennial Commemoration of the
Armenian Genocide.

Aivazovsky Painting to be Auctioned
at Christie’s

LONDON — The
painting of HovhannesF
Aivazovskytitled“ Ameri- [
can Shipping off theRock
of Gibraltar” will be the
main lot of the Christie’s
“Russian” auction to be
heldin London. The auc-
tion will take place on
June 1.

Christie’s Russian
Art sale on 1st of June
will offer a selection of
works by numerous
highly sought-after art-
ists including Ilya Mashkov, Niko
Pirosmani, Nicholas Roerich and Ivan
Aivazovsky. Session Il will offer Rus-
sian Works of Art from the esteemed
workshops of Fabergé, private and
Imperial porcelain factories and re-
nowned scul ptors. This sale continues
Christie's distinctive focus on offer-
ing works from private sources (over
75%), many of which are appearing at
auction for the first time in history.

Ivan Aivazovsky’'s “American
shipping off the Rock of Gibraltar” is
one of thefinest examplesby Russia’s

superlative maritime artist to ever ap-
pear at auction. Of museum quality,
thiswork was painted in 1873 and sold
for thefirst time at Christie’sin 2007,
establishinganew world auctionrecord
for the artist at £2.7 million, which
was maintained for five years. An
artist who enjoyed the patronage of
three successive Tsars, in this work
Aivazovsky captures the dawn of the
steam age, depicting an American ship
crossing the waters of the Mediterra-
nean (estimate: £2,000,000-
2,500,000,).

tional Instituteand the Library of Con-
gress where she presented a paper on
the missionary Mary Louise Graffam
who witnessed the Armenian Geno-
cide. Her and other presenters’ papers
were published by Cambridge Univer-
sity Pressin “America and the Arme-
nian Genocide of 1915,” under the
editorship of Dr. Jay Winter.
Introduced by Dr. Levon Avdoyan,
Armenian and Georgian Area Specialist
at theLibrary of Congress, Dr. Harper’'s
illustrated lecture was attended by an

audience of over 200 who were joined
by Librarian of Congress Dr. James
Billington and his wife, and Dr. Vartan
Gregorian, President of the Carnegie
Corporation of New York and former
President of the New York Public Li-
brary. In 2012, Dr. Gregorian delivered
the opening lecture for the Library of
Congress exhibition on the occasion of
the500th anniversary of Armenian print-
ing titled “To Know Wisdom and In-
struction: The Armenian Literary Tradi-
tion at the Library of Congress.”
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