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Three Armenians Elected to
Turkey’s Parliament

Selina Dogan

ISTANBUL — Inamajor blow to
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the
ruling Justice and Development Party
(AK Party) isset toloseits parliamen-
tary majority in Parliament, according
to unofficial results of aparliamentary
election held on Sunday, Today’s
Zaman reports.

With about 95 percent of thevote
counted, the AK Party, which was co-
founded and led for more than a de-
cade by Erdogan, won 41 percent,
well ahead of other parties but about 8
percent below its 49-percent vote in
the previous election in 2011.

Erdogan has fervently cam-
paigned for a parliamentary majority
for the AK Party big enough to push for
constitutional changes to introduce a
presidential system, under which he
would have greater executive powers.

Thepro-Kurdish Peoples’ Demo-
cratic Party (HDP) was therising star
of the election, winning nearly 13 per-
cent of the vote that is set to give it
nearly 80 deputies.

The main opposition Republican
People' s Party (CHP) was at about 25
percent of the vote — apparently los-
ing somevotestotheHDP—whilethe
nationalist Nationalist Movement Party
(MHP) was just under 17 percent.

Markar Esayan

Garo Paylan

Three Armenians Elected

According to the results of the
parliamentary electionthree Armenians
will be represented in the Turkish par-
liament after along absence, Hurriyet
daily reports.

Markar Esayan, an Armenian-
Turkish journalist for the pro-AKP
daily Yeni Safak, entered the parlia-
ment on an AKP ticket as the 12th
candidatefrom Istanbul’ ssecond el ec-
tion area.

Attorney SelinaDogan, from the
Republican People sParty (CHP), was
elected as the first deputy candidate
from the second election area of the
CHP' s Istanbul list.

Garo Paylan, who ran for parlia-
ment as the second nominee from the
pro-Kurdish HDP' sthird election area
in Istanbul was also elected.

Erol Dora, who is a member of
Turkey’'s Syriac community and a
lawyer, was the HDP' s third deputy
candidate from Mardin and an in-
cumbent in the legislature was also
elected.

Inadditiontothefour Christians,
twomembersof Turkey’ ssmall Y azidi
community were also elected for the
HDP — Feleknas Uca from Diyarbakir
and Ali Atalan from Batman.

US State Department Denounces Turkish President

Targeting Journalists, Armenians and Gays

WASHINGTON, DC
(Armradio.am) — US State Depart-
ment spokesperson Marie Harf de-
nounced President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s attacks against Western
media outlets, but brushed aside criti-
cismthat Turkey wasanunreliableally
despite the growing rift between the
two countries.

Asked about President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan’s accusing the New
York Times, CNN and BBC of trying
toweakenand divide Turkey, and | ater
expanding on it with aclaim that jour-
nalists, Armenians and homosexuals
werealliesin sedition, Senior Advisor
for Strategic Communications at the
US State Department MarieHarf tolda
daily briefing that the US supports
freedom of expression, and we remain
concerned about government interfer-

ence in freedom of expression in Tur-
key, “We've said that for along time
and we remain concerned.”

Erdogan had made his remarks
during an address to citizens in the
eastern province of Bingol on June 3.

“An independent and unfettered
media is an essential element of any
democratic and open society,” said
Harf, “As Turkey’ sfriend and astheir
NATO ally, we urge the Turkish au-
thoritiesto ensuretheir actions uphold
democratic values, including due pro-
cess, judicial independence, and free-
dom of expression, including access
to media and information.”

When asked if she would ‘de-
nounce or decry or criticize' Erdogan
for his criticism of homosexuals, Ar-
meniansandjournalists, sheresponded
“Absolutely.”

U.S. Envoy Hopes for New
Armenian-Azeri Summit

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — The
chief U.S. mediator in the protracted
Nagorno-Karabakh peace processvis-
ited Yerevan Wednesday on the first
leg of aregional tour which he hopes
will pavetheway for renewed face-to-
face negotiations between Armenia's
and Azerbaijan’ s presidents.

James Warlick told RFE/RL’s
Armenian service (Azatutyun.am) that
he and the two other co-chairs of the
OSCE Minsk Group representing
France and Russia are now trying to
“frame the issues’ that would be on
the agenda of the next Armenian-
Azerbaijani summit.

President Serzh Sarkisian and
Azeri president Aliyev most recently
met in Paris in October. Both leaders
gave positive assessments of that sum-
mit which was aimed at kick-starting
the peace process.

However, tensionsinthe conflict
zone were reignited in November by
the shooting down by Azerbaijani
forces of an Armenian combat heli-
copter near Karabakh. Also, there was
a renewed upsurge in deadly truce

violations in January. The mediating
troikaimplicitly blamed Azerbaijanfor
that escalation.

“Now we are looking to dates
where both presidents are free and
can meet,” Warlick said ahead of a
meeting with Foreign Minister Ed-
ward Nalbandian. “ And we also need
some time to be able to frame the
issues.”

“1 look forward to talking today
to the foreign minister [Nalbandian]
about that and | will bein Baku later in
the week,” added the diplomat. He
gave no possible dates for the next
Aliyev-Sarkisian meeting.

The conflicting parties have re-
ported virtually no deadly fighting along
“the line of contact” around Karabakh
and the Armenian-Azerbaijani border
since the beginning of April. Observers
in Armenialink thisrelative calm onthe
frontlines with the upcoming European
GamesinBaku. They say that Azerbaijan
de-escalated the situation there in order
to ensure that armed incidents do not
scare away foreign athletes planning to
participate in the games.

Nor Zartonk: False Reports of Kamp Armen
Deed Return is an Election Ploy

O

ZARTo,
e

ISTANBUL — TheNor Zartonk,
civil society group representing
Turkey’s Armenian community, con-
demned false reports that the deed for
former Armenian orphanage Kamp
Armen has been returned to the
GedikpasaArmenian Proestant Church
Foundation and called thefal sereports
a ploy for votes in the run-up to
Sunday’s election during a press con-
ference held in Istanbul on Thursday
morning, Today’ sZamandaily reports.

The current owner of the camp,
Fatih Ulusoy, made a statement on 23
May and said he had donated the prop-
erty to the Gedikpasa Armenian Prot-
estant Church Foundation. However,
10 days have passed since that state-
ment, and the return of the deed has
not taken place.

Speaking to Agos, Ulusoy said
that they had submitted the official
written document regarding the dona-

tion, and that the procedures would be
carried out at the deed office after the
preparation of the letters of attorney,
adding, “It should be completed next
week”.

We are in the 30th day of our
Kamp Armen resistance, and we
wanted to share [our experiences] of
these 30 days, for there have been
several false reports circulating in the
media regarding the camp. [...] It's
unfortunate but some of these lies are
being produced in an effort to win
votes[for theupcoming June 7 general
election], and this includes Armenian
media outlets. To gain these votes,
there are reports being produced stat-
ing that the deed to the camp has been
returned to the Gedikpasa foundation,
but unfortunately, this is not true,”
said Sayat Tekir, spokesperson for

Continued on page4
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Comrade Paramaz: A Revolutionary from Turkey

By Kadir Akin

Thetragic story of the Armenian
Socialist Paramaz, also known as
Matteos Sarkissian, and his 19 com-
rades, who were hanged on 15/16
June 1915 in Beyazit district of
Istanbul, remainsvery alivein the col-
lective memory of the Armenian soci-
ety today. Conversely, the case of the
20-s remains unknown to many in
Turkey, including the political circles,
despite the fact that the country began
slowly to confront its past.

In these coming days of the cen-
tennial of 1915, the number of discus-
sions of “the many ways and means to
face the past” are increasing. In such
a context, bringing up the case of the
hangings of the 20sisindispensableif
we want to face the ghosts wandering
in Turkey’s past by positioning our-
selves against the act of forgetting and
by demanding that justice be served,
even when late.

Flare of “Medz Y eghern”/Great
Atrocities: the hangings of Paramaz
and his comrades on June 15th, 1915

It was almost like the flare of
“medzyeghern”/Great Atrocitieswhen
only three weeks after the mass ar-
rests of April 24, which marked the
beginning of the state’s sending close
to one million Armenians into forced
migration, Paramaz and his Social
Democratic Hunchakian Party mem-
ber comrades based at Beyazit were
sent to death following their unlawful
trial.

Without finding thetimetomourn
the deaths of Paramaz and his com-
rades, the Armenian peoplewererolled
into an even greater pain. The leader-
ship of Progress and Union Party,
which dominated the political life of
the Ottoman Empire at the turn of the
last century, had kept forced assimila-
tion and Turkification as state policies
in the country’s political agenda. The
leadership had seized the opportunity
to implement these policies in the af-
termath of the Balkan Wars when
Balkan nations rose up against the
Ottoman yoke in order to determine
their own destinies and when the Em-
pirelost significant land as a result of
the wars. Moreover, the Ottoman
army’s defeat at Sarikamis, Kars on
January 10, 1915 and the Empire's
losing of its hegemony in the Middle
East asaresult of thisdefeat served as
an alibi for the Progress and Union
Party to quickly implement its assimi-
lation policies. Beginning with Arme-
nians, the Greeks and autochthonous
nationsof the Anatolian peninsulasuch
as Assyrians and the Chaldeans were
torn off of their landsfor centuriesand
wereforcedinto exile. They have been
sent off to desert areas such as the
Deir-ez-Zor to march to their deaths
and were subjected to a genocide as a
result of a calculated ethnic engineer-
ing.1 The story of Paramaz and his
comrades, who were sent to death
following an unlawful trial, sums up
theforegoing lawlessness without jus-
tice that brought about forced migra-
tions and deportations.

Towardstheend of Juneof 1914,
the founders, executives and | stanbul
members of the Socialist Democratic
Hunchakian Party (SDHP) were ar-

rested and put into custody after some-
one informed against them alleging
that the party took a decision to orga-
nize the assassination of Progress and
Union forerunner Talat Pasha, during
its 7th party congress which took
place in the Romanian town of
Constanta on September 17, 1913.
Paramaz was among them.2

Cases of those who were ar-
rested were not yet heard, and without
definite knowledge of when that might
be, they were kept shackled under
horrific conditions in the basement of
Istanbul central prison house for
months, while their interrogators tor-
tured them. Indeed, one of the deci-
sions taken at the 7th party congress
of the Socialist Democrat Hunchakian
Party was about to leave the decision
of organizing such aplot to the central
committee.

The 7th congress did not attract
significant number of delegate, which
had caused some problems at the time
with regards to decision-making dur-
ing the meeting. The 6th party con-
gress that met in Istanbul in 1909 had
ended with the firm decision of legal-
ization of the party. Y et, members at
the Constanta congress decided to go
back to their underground work. In
fact, the decision to become legal/
officially legitimate drove seriousrifts
of opinion within the party during the
6th congress. The group that included
Stepan Sapah-Gulian and Paramaz had
objected to legalization. Nevertheless
their objections did not cause major
divisionswithin the party and all have
conceded to thisdecision.3 Surely, the
new constitution that was declared in
1908 with the Second Constitutional
Monarchy has granted Armenians the
right to self-representationin the Otto-
man Parliament, much like other na-
tions, who have legalized their organi-
zations. The Hunchaks had much co-
operated with socialists and liberals
against the Progress and Union mem-
bers.4

Paramaz’'s involvement in the
assassination of the Tsar’'s governor
of Caucasia in 1905 was well known
among the party members, but even
though he was not able to attend the
Constanta party congress, he was
elected to the central committee.

Arsavir Sahakyan, who attended
the party congress as the Egyptian
delegate, and was suspected of playing
arole in the police operation against
the SDHP by cooperating with the
Ottoman police had further exacer-
bated the arrests of SDHP members by
informing the policethat hewasnearly
assassinated on January 28, 1914
around Tarlabasi district of Beyoglu.5
Up to 120 SDHP members were ar-
rested and were tortured for many
moths to come. Some were released
after theintervention of many interme-
diariesand the payment of many bribes.
The number of remaining arrestees
decreased to 49. When the trial began,
however, the number of those on the
bench was 23 including 2 absentia.
Oneof thosetried, Hemayak Aramyan
gaveastatement incriminating Paramaz
and his friends.

The events in Van were used as
an excuse for the arrests of 240 Arme-
nianintellectualsand community lead-

ers on April 24-25, 1915 in Istanbul,
who then were sent to exile. The num-
ber of such exiles went beyond two
thousand by the end of May. With the
Deportation Law of May 27, thou-
sands of Armenians were sent on the
road to genocide. Coincidently, the
military tribunal (divan-i harp) took up
thecaseof Social Democrat Huchhakian
Party central committee member
Paramaz (Madteos Sarkisyan) and his
comrades. Nobody at the time could
haveforeseen that thetrial of an unfin-
i shed assassi nation attempt wouldlead
to the executions of Paramaz and his
comrades.

Beginning on May 10, 1915, the
trial lasted for 17 days and ended on
May 27, which is also the date when
the Deportation Law was issued.
Paramaz and 21 other Hunchakian
Party membersweretried for: “engag-
ing in armed action in order to form a
free and independent Armenia; con-
spiring against the state’'s indivisible
unity by means of provoking foreign
governments against the Ottoman
Empire; holding open and secret meet-
ings in different places in order to
incite some Ottoman peoples to break
away from Ottomandominionandform
their own states; to those ends, use
propagandameans such as print media
and organize provocative actions.”
Paramaz’ s dialogue with the chairman
of thetribunal still carriessignificance
because his defenseis still valid and it
proves the extent of the injustices to
which these men were subjected. In
response to the question of the chair-
man asto whether heengaged in armed
insurrection and secessionism against
the Empire, Paramaz responded: “ what
is left that we have not done for the
welfare of this country? We accepted
such self-sacrificing conditions in or-
der to institute the brotherhood be-
tween Turks and Armenians. How
much energy we expended; how much
blood we shed! The reason why we
endured so much pain was to elevate
each other based on mutual confi-
dence. And what do we get in return?
Y ou not only denied our extraordinary
efforts [to live together in peace] but
you tried to annihilate us. You have
attempted to tear us apart form our
land by occupying it for 600 years.
And now you are attempting to trans-
form Ottoman lands into a Turkey.
When you do these, you do not con-
sider yourself to be guilty of anything;
but us when we attempt to do the same
based on our historical right?!”

Paramaz and his comrades were
first arrested in 1898 in Van and were
sentenced to death. He was a Russian
citizen and was extradited to Russiaby
the request of this country. When he
was tried at court in Van, he was
reported to defend himself with the
following statement: “We want equal -
ity [of al nations]. We do not follow
rigid nationalism. Our demand is that
Armenians, Turks, Kurds, Alevis,
Lazis, Yezidis, Assyrians, Arabs and
Copticslive together under same con-
ditions. As a revolutionary, | believe
we can attain this objective. But the
Ottoman state policies direct at
Turkism. You go back to the same
point, Turkism, where you came from
hundred years ago.6
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20 men including Paramaz were
sentenced to death 17 years later.
Stepan Sapah-Gulian and Hagop
Tivrapian were sentenced in their ab-
sentia. Sultan Mehmet Resat approved
the court’s decision on June 5 and
ordered the Minister of War Enver
Pasha to conduct the executions.7

20 hunchakian gallows

In the morning of June 15, 1915
before dusk, the 20s were brought
next to the gallows to be executed.
Their death sentences were read to
them. Paramaz turned to his friends
and said: “ Comrades, wewill marchto
death with our heads up, like
bravemen.” Dr. Benne, who was one
of the 20, shouted to the faces of his
executioners: “ Y ou are hanging us, the
20, but 20 thousand will follow after.”
The hangmen brought first Paramaz to
the gallows. Before they kicked the
stool out from under his feet, Paramaz
shouted: “Y ou can destroy our bodies,
but never our ideas... Tomorrow Ar-
menianswill salute afree and socialist
Armenia in the East of the country.
Longlivesocialism!” Whileothersfol-
lowed him into the gallows and in his
last wishes, the worker Y ervant sang a
song as he waited for the knot to find
his neck: “Death is the same every-
where, but how happy for the martyr
who dies for the liberation of his
people.”

Priest Kalust Boghosyanwhowas
observing the hangings wrote about
that day as follows: “After the hang-
ings of the 20 revolutionary Arme-
nians, sergeants hung death sentences
nailed on wooden pallets around the
victims' neck. They called the photog-
raphers and had many pictures taken
of them with the dead bodies. A doctor
certified that each and every one of
them was truly dead and wrote re-
ports. The bodies of the 20s were then
taken off of the gallows and carried
away tothe Edirnekapi Armenian cem-
etery on horse wagon.” On the horse
wagon, their bodies were put one on
the other. They were not buried at the
cemetery individually, but enmasse, in
accordancewith Aram Achikbashyan's
will.8

Paramaz in Memories

The Armenian people havenever
forgottenthisevent. Bothinthe memo-
ries of thosewho remained in thisland
and of those who were dispersed into
four corners of theworld as aresult of
deportations, what happened to
Paramaz and his comrades, and their
defenses at the trial and heroism were

Continued on page3
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carried from one generation of Arme-
nians to another. Armenians who sur-
vived deportations and remained in
Turkey remember and speak of this
event quietly. Thoselivingin Armenia
and in the diaspora commemorate this
event in open, pronounced ways.
Paramaz took his rightful place as a
folk hero in the collective memory of
the Armenian people.

In Turkey, the tragic events sur-
rounding killings of Paramaz and his
comrades do appear only in a few
books and articles. In 1921 the
Dashnaks, Hunchaks and Ramgavars
inlstanbul organized ajoint commemo-
ration but nothing cameafter for ninety
years. A panel and a commemorative
event organized in June 2013 where
the hangings took place at the Beyazit
Square in Istanbul brought this tragic
incident, about which there has been
hithertolimited amount of publicity, to
public attention among the leftists in
Turkey. Awareness of the story of 20
revolutionary Armeniansemerged due
to activitiesthat took place within that
framework. Onewould admit of course
that the commemoration of what hap-
pened to Paramaz and his comrades by
means of such public activities almost
a hundred years later were belated
efforts that nevertheless constitute a
first step towards confronting the past.

When we ook at the movement
in Turkey, Turkish socialists do not
keep Paramaz and his comrades alive
intheir collectivepolitical history, even
though it is afact that Armenians and
Greeks(and Bulgariansand Jews) who
livedinlstanbul at thetimewereamong
the pioneers/founding figures of the
socialist movement.9 The fact that
neither the Communist Party of Tur-
key (TKP) nor theleft-socialist move-
ments remember Paramaz and his
comarades is due to the continuing
influence of Kemalism, the founding
ideology of the Turkish republic and a
preceding movement of the Progress
andUnion, ontheLeft. Many Kemalist
figures committed the crime of depor-
tation and were tried at the court be-
ginningin 1919in Istanbul and thenin
Malta, but they were also acquitted by
M. Kemal himself and later played an
important roleintheconstitution of the
republic.10 Deportationsof Armenians
and the public perceptions about their
deportation have influenced left-so-
cialist movementsin Turkey for many
years. Theinfluenceof Kemalism over
left-socialist movementsand their lack
of internationalismledtotheignorance
and forgetting of ‘other’ socialistsand
their struggles, whoinhabited the same
land, while knowledge and collective
memory from these struggles have
never been passed on to new genera-
tions.

Confronting the past, knowing
our history right

| havementioned beforethat while
Armenian peopl e scollectivememory
retainsthetragic story of Paramaz and
his 19 comrades, the number of intel-
lectuals, democrats, and socialists of
Turkey who remember the cause/case
of the 20 is quite small. Even though
socialists like Deniz Gezmis, Mahir
Cayan, Ibrahim Kaypakkaya, Mazlum
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Dogan and their comrades who died
onthegallowsandinthetorture cham-
bers have kept alive the legacy of the
20s and Paramaz—al beit unwittingly.

Forced migrations of Armenians
have not only resulted in genocide,
they have also hurt the roots of bloom-
ing socialism in these lands. The so-
cialist movement here would have
taken a different course, had the so-
cialists of Turkey and their organiza-
tions been familiar with the socialist
literature that was produced by those
who came before them, had known
about their predecessors’ concerns
which are all the more significant to-
day while witnessing contemporary
developments, and had a full grasp of
the struggle that their predecessors
waged with Ottoman laborers from all
of the Empire’'s nationalities. Indeed,
some of the ideas in the Hunchaks'
party program from 1910 continue to
have relevance today: “For the work-
ing class, which constitutes the major-
ity of human beings, to be emanci-
pated, it needs to own land, factories,
banks, valuable financial institutions
and railways — tools that serve to
production, capital exchangeand com-
munication. Theadministrative, finan-
cial and economic conditionsand taxa-
tion system to which Ottoman peoples
are subjected today will bring the de-
struction of the working class. This
people finds itself under such eco-
nomic circumstances that on one hand
capitalist system takes over the pro-
duction process, while the old rela-
tions of production are disappearing,
on the other hand, the bourgeois class
isvying for power with leftover of the
feudal system. To that end, it tries to
use social organizations solely for its
own class interests’

Mainprincipleslistedintheparty
program were the following:

1. A general Assembly, having
full powers, elected by direct and gen-
eral popular suffrage.

2. Provincial and Communal au-
tonomy.

3. Equality before the law of all
citizens, without distinction of nation-
ality, religion or sex.

4. Complete freedom of press,
conscience and meetings.

5. Theinstitution of Habeas Cor-
pus as a safeguard of liberty.

6. The separation of church and
State.

7. The general arming of the
entire manhood into a popular militia,
in time of peace.

8. The establishment of a secular
and obligatory system of public in-
struction, etc.

9. The abolition of the existing
system of Contributions and the estab-
lishment of a progressive system.

10. The total abrogation of indi-
rect contributions.

11. The liberation of peasants
from debts of all descriptions.

12. Theenactment of special laws
for the protection of labor against
speculations, etc.

I remind you that these demands
were made 114 years ago.

Kegham Vanigian, who was
hanged with Paramaz, was the editor
of theyouthmagazine* Gaidz” (Spark).
Vanikian published a counter opinion
to the thesis on the impossibility of

Comrade Paramaz: A Revolutionary from Turkey
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establishing socialism in the Ottoman
Empire and argued that the working
class made socialism real: “Wherever
iselectricity and steam power, thereis
proletariat. And wherever is prole-
tariat, there will be class struggle and
socialist struggle.” 12

* %k

Thoughbelatedly, itisimperative
to commemorate Paramaz and hiscom-
rades by fully appreciating their cama-
raderie, to resist forgetting, and to
demand that justice be served. On the
centennial of the state killings of the
20, we will help constitute contempo-
rary democratic consciousnessin Tur-
key by way of a documentary film
about Paramaz and his comrades. We
need to devise a way to begin com-
memorating Paramaz and his com-
rades not as “others’ socialists’, “he-
roes of other people” and “ other revo-
|lutionaries”, but as “our own”. We
need to makethem apart of our history
of common struggles. And we need to
be able to do these things today as
societal opposition with common de-
mandsfor peaceand democracy comes
together and crystalizes in the Gezi
Resistance, and as the search for soli-
darity among the socialists material-
izes. If we can manage to pass the
legacy of Comrade Paramaz onto
young generations in Turkey, we can
then begin to believein the possibility
of leaving them with a future wherein
people in this geography were to live
side by side under common conditions
of peace and comradeship based on

equality.
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Oxfam, One Armenia Team Up
to Lift Lives in Tavush

By Serouj Aprahamian

We live in aworld today where
development is purported to hinge on
servicesand technological innovation.
To be competitive in the global
economy, countries are told they must
enter the information age and develop
sectors such as I T. This penchant for
progress is certainly a positive one.
But creating the economy of the future
must first start with the most funda-
mental base of production and suste-
nance: agriculture.

Today, agriculture accounts for
19% of Armenia’s GDP and 37% of
the employed workforce in the coun-
try. It isalso a quickly growing sector
providing for the largest share of con-
tributions to annual growth. For Ar-
menia, the efficient and sustainable
cultivation of land—generating in-
comes that can then build the base for
greater economic activity—is essen-
tial for both prosperity and self-suffi-
ciency.

That is why a recent campaign
launched by Oxfam in Armenia and
One Armenia to support female agri-
cultural cooperatives in Armenia’'s
border villages is so important.

“Since 2010, Oxfam has helped
establish cooperatives in 15 villages
across Armenia, including four in the
critical region of Tavush,” says Oxfam
in Armenia representative Kristine
Hovhannisian. “With the help of One
Armenia, wearetakingthisinitiativeto
the next level by crowdfunding for the
construction of four additional green-
houses in Tavush, that will provide a
stable income for nearly 50 women
farmers in these volatile border com-
munities.”

The campaign is seeking to raise
$10,000 for each of the four green-
houses to be built ($40,000 total).
These greenhouses will increase pro-
ductivity in the existing cooperatives
by over 50%, paving the way for
secure jobs and improved living stan-
dards throughout the community.

Just as central as the economic
imperative is the social component of
the project. The cooperatives are all
femal e focused and operate on partici-
patory democratic principles. Each
cooperative member has a voice in
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decisions and benefits from the pro-
ceedsequally. Thiscollectiveapproach
has proven effective in not only pool-
ing resources to achieve growth but
also in distributing the gains of such
growth more equally in the commu-
nity.

The entry of One Armenia into
campaign also marks a new, exciting
opportunity for the Diasporato engage
in progressive initiativesin the home-
land. Thisis a unique opportunity for
Armeniansto take action and see their
dollar make areal difference for those
who have so long been ignored and
marginalized.

As explained by the
organization’s Country Director
Nazareth Seferian, “With this project,
we are trying to find a sustainable
solution to poverty for more than 50
familiesin our border villages. At the
sametime, we' re focusing on redefin-
ing the role of women in rural Arme-
nian society, giving them the opportu-
nity, skills and resources to make a
positive change in their communities.
It's a win-win!”

Each greenhouse is expected to
generate a harvest of 7.5 tons and an
annual net revenue of $3200 to each
community. But in order for this cam-
paign to reach its goals, the $40,000
total must beraised by June 15th. This
targeted deadline will ensure that the
greenhouseswill bebuiltintimefor the
harvest season starting in August, al-
lowing the cooperatives to cultivate
their crops successfully this year.

Bridging the gap between the
Diaspora and Armenia through such
meaningful projectsisthedirectionwe
need to move in if we want to see
advancement and prosperity in the
country. The much-touted potential of
the Diasporamust be put to usethrough
such projects that make a tangible
difference for people on the ground.

By supporting this campaign, we
will not only be helping uplift families
out of poverty, we will be setting the
foundation for a more robust and ad-
vanced economy for the future.

Help ensure that the Tavush co-
operativegreenhousesarebuiltintime
for this year’s harvest by visiting the
campaign pagetoday and making your
secure online contribution.

Seasons, Westlake Village, CA

Save the Date
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Hovhannes Tumanvan’s House in Tbilisi
y

Handed over to Armenian Diocese

TBILISI — On Jun 8, 2015, the
delegation of the Writers' Union of
Armenia, under the leadership of the
Chairman, Edvard Militonyan, arrived
inThilisi toparticipateinthehand over
of Hovhannes Tumanyan’s house to
the Armenian Diocesein Georgia. The
guestsvisited the exhibition dedicated
to Komitas held in the Hayartun Cen-
ter, then the Khojivank Pantheon of
Armenian writers and public figures
and laid flowers on the tombs of
Hovhannes Tumanyan and of other
Greats of the Armenian nation.

Later, the delegation together
with representatives of the Diocese
headed to the house of Hovhannes
Tumanyan where they were joined
by the Counselor from the RA Em-
bassy in Georgia, Karen Melikyan,
the Chairman of the Georgian Writer’'s
Union, MakvalaGonashvili, the Edi-
tor of the* Tsiskari” journal, Baghater
Arabuli and others.

The part of the house (150sgm),
which isnow turned into alibrary was
acquired by Levon Ananyantheformer
chairman of the Writers' Union of
Armenia thanks to the financial sup-
port provided by the Mayor of Gyumri,
Vardan Ghukasyan.

The Chairman of the Writers'
Union of Armenia, Edvard Militonyan
handed the keys to the Primate of the
Armenian Diocese, His Grace Bishop

Vazgen Mirzakhanyan. The house now
will becalledthe* Tumanyan Vernatun
of Culture and Art”, the purpose of
which will be the development of the
cooperation and mutual relationships
between two Christian nations, the
organization of book presentationsand
different cultural events. The building
will include ahall, alibrary providing
sourcesinfour languages, AGBU Vir-
tual University and one of the rooms
will carry thenameof Levon Ananyan.

The Chairman of the Georgian
Writer’s Union, Makvala Gonashvili,
the President of the*Vernatun” Arme-
nianWriters' Unionof Georgia, Gevorg
Snkhchyan, the Counselor from the
RA Embassy in Georgia, Karen
Melikyan, poet and translator Givi
Shahnazar, poetess and translator
Anahit Bostanjyan gave congratula-
tory speeches.

The house of the great Armenian
writer, Hovhannes Tumanyan, is lo-
cated on Amagleba street, 18 (former
Davitashvili St.), wherethewriter lived
from1909t01923.1n 1952 thewriter’'s
personal belongings were taken to
Yerevan. 4 rooms out of 6 where
turnedintoalibrary. Therest belonged
toheirs. After Georgia sindependence,
the City Hall of Thilisi hastransferred
the ownership of the part of thelibrary
to a Georgian citizen. That part later
had to be acquired again.

Nor Zartonk: False Reports of Kamp Armen Deed

Continued frompagel

Nor Zartonk, during Thursday’ s meeting.

Paros monthly magazine, an
I stanbul-based magazine that focuses
onthelocal Armenian community had
published an article about the camp
with the headline, “Kamp Armen has
been returned to the foundation” on
one page and afull page ad for Justice
and Development Party (AK Party)
deputy candidate Markar Esayan, who
isalso aprominent columnist of Arme-
nian descent, on the adjacent page. In
addition to falsely stating that the title
to the property had been returned to
the foundation, the article described
Esayan as “the one who has under-
taken the coordination for the Arme-
nian orphanage to be returned to the
foundation,” portraying Esayan as be-
ing at the forefront of the resistance to
thedemolition.

The members of Nor Zartonk
openly criticize Esayan for using the
Kamp Armen resistance to promote
the AK Party. In addition to the Paros
article and Esayan’s statements on

Twitter, he also penned a column in
the Sabah daily last month entitled “ A
new formula for the Tuzla Armenian
Orphanage” inwhich hefalsely stated,
“When the current owner began de-
molishing the building upon a court
order, the government intervened and
stopped the demolition process.” In
fact, it was former resident of the
orphanage Garabet Orundz who mobi-
lized local Tuzla residents to the site
and Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP)
Armenian parliamentary candidate
Garo Paylan who halted the demoli-
tion. In the same column, the parlia-
mentary candidate noted, “ Prime Min-
ister Ahmet Davutoglu is personally
involved in the case. Also, Istanbul
Mayor Kadir Topbas has promised to
resolve the problem.”

Kamp Armen Solidarity, who
have held vigil at the camp site since
the decision was taken for the demoli-
tion of the camp, also made a state-
ment regarding the process. The state-
ment underlined that the vigil would
continue until the deed wasreturned to
the foundation.
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216 N. Brand Blvd. Glendale, CA 91203 Y. G, dwdp 5:30-hu

100th Anniversary of the Armenian Nation’s
Twenty Hunchakian Martyrs.

Drgonized Dy

a. D. Hunchakian Party kestern USA Executive Committes
Keynote Speaker

Sarkis Hatspanian

Remarks by Cenfral Committee Chairman of the Social Democrat Hunchakian Party

Hagop Dikranian

Special Musical and Literary Performances

Sipan Choir - Diector Henrik Anasyan
Harut Hagopian, Arno Mkrtchyan, Anahit Nersisyan, Salbi Mailian,
Nune Avetisyan

Sunday, June 14, 2015

Alex Theatre 216 N. Brand Blvd. Glendale, CA 91203
Starting at §:30 pm

Untnpp Uquun Free Admission

Qbhp whgbhpp wwywSndbyne Guduwp Ghnwdug by 8 1 8 3 9 1 7 9 3 8

To reserve seats please call




