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The Syrian Conflict: Possible Influence of

Russian-Turkey Relations on Armenia

YEREVAN -- Armenia’s Social
Democrat Hunchakian Party (SDHP)
organized a seminar discussion on
The Syrian Conflict: Possible Influ-
ence of Russian-Turkey Relations on
Armenia’

“Daily developments in the
Middle East are rapidly changing the
geopolitical situation, and Armeniais
directly linked to the developments,”
said Narek Galstyan, Chair of the So-
cial Democrat Hunchakian Party’s
Armenia Executive Committee. “As
the crisisdeepensin Syria, Turkey has
even launched air strikes at the posi-
tionsof Kurdishmilitiasand the Syrian
army. The stability of Kurdish life
inside Turkey and in Syria is also
deteriorating. All the while, Israel is
issuing statements on a need for a
Kurdish state. Armeniamust calculate
all possible scenarios of developments
inboththeMiddle East and our region.
Armenia should be consistent in its
steps and be ready to protect its inter-
estsandif need be, itsoriginal landsin
Western Armenia."

“ Armeniacannot stand asidedur-
ing these processes. How well is our
country and foreign policy prepared to
meet the current challenges? Armenia,
Armenian political and civil intellects
must beprepared.” continued Galstyan.

Syrian-Armenian columnist, and
political analyst, Hakob Mikaelian said
that he had lived in Syriafor about 70
years and enjoyed the country’s fa-
vorable attitude. According to him,

there are many “why's” in the Syria
conflict, and no question has so far
been answered. "The Syrian regime
has always had pro-Russian views,
thusitisno surprisethelevel of global
and regional proxy war being engaged
inSyria," hesaid.“ The Armenian com-
munities in Syria, with all the Arme-
nian organizations, educational and
cultural centers, were well respected,
yet the Armenian communitiesof Syria
and to alesser degree the Middle East
are in danger of disappearing.”
Mikaelyan is sure that Turkey strives
to leave no Armenian trace in the re-
gion. "While we were preparing to
commemorate the centennial of the
Armenian Genocide in Ottoman Em-
pire, Turkey was celebrating that date
by aiding the destruction of our cul-
tural heritage in Syria," the analyst
concluded.

"Turkey considers the Middle
East and the region from the perspec-
tive of neo-Ottoman syndrome. It does
not come to terms with the loss of its
influence in the region." stated Aram
Ananyan, an expert in Turkish studies.
"When the Treaty of Lausanne was
signed in 1923 and Turkey confined
itself withinthesouthern borders, even
at that time there were complaints.
Turkey had ambitionstowardsthenorth
of Irag and Syria. Examining the " Jus-
tice and Development" party's policy,
we see that there is a big difference

Continued on page3

New Armenian Ombudsman Elected

The National Assembly voted
overwhelmingly on Tuesday to ap-
point Armenia’'s new human rights
ombudsman nominated by President
Serzh Sarkisian’s Republican Party
(HHK).

Arman Tatoyan, who served asa
deputy minister of justice until now,
was backed by 96 of the 131 members
of the Armenian parliament. He was
sworn in for asix-year term immedi-
ately after thevote.

Thepositionhasbeenvacant since
itspreviousholder, Karen Andreasian,

unexpectedly stepped down on Janu-
ary 12. He gave no clear reasons for
the move.

Andreasianwaspublicly attacked
by several HHK parliamentarians in
October when he presented the Na-
tional Assembly with anannual report
on the work of his office. He de-
nounced the harsh criticismasasmear
campaignordered by anunnamed gov-
ernment-linkedindividual.

Theruling party, which enjoysa

Continued on page2

Russia Grants Armenia $200 Million Loan for
Purchase of Advanced Military Products

MOSCOW — The Russian gov-
ernment has granted Armenia a $200
million loan for the purchase of military
products, according to Russian media
reports. Under the terms of the 10-year
export loan Armeniawould have to pay
10 percent for all purchases, with the
rest to be covered by the credit.

The Russian government posted
on one of its websites a copy of the
|oan agreement that was signed by the
two sidesin Yerevanin Junelast year.
Under the terms of the loan Armenia
will buy Russian Smerchrocket launch-
ersand ammunition, Igla-Sair defense
missile systems, Avtobaza-M ground-
based radar jamming and deception
systems, the TOS-1A heavy flame-
throwing systems with transporter-
|oader vehicles, 9M113M guided mis-
siles, RPG-26 grenade launchers,
Dragunov sniper rifles, Tiger armored
vehicles, engineering means and com-
munication systems.

The heaviest weapon on that list
isthe Smerch multi-launch rocket sys-
tem with a firing range of up to 90
kilometers. One of the most destruc-
tive weapons of its kind in the world,
it can fire 12 300-milimeter rocketsin
less than a minute.

An annex to the 2015 Russian-
Armenian agreement revealed on

Thursday says that the Armenian gov-
ernment will also spend the $200 mil-
lionloan on buying Russian-made anti-
tank weapons, shoulder-fired surface-
to-air missiles, demining and commu-
nication equipment, armored person-
nel carriers and heavy military trucks.

The anti-tank systems include
9M 133 guided missiles that first went
into service with the Russian army in
thelate 1990s.The 135-milimeter rock-
etscan supposedly destroy tankswithin
a 4-kilometer range.

Citing another Russian-Armenian
accordsignedin 2013, Armenian mili-
tary official stress that Yerevan can
now buy brand new weapons at do-
mestic Russian prices that are well
below international market-based lev-
els. The 2015 loan agreement makes a
reference to that deal.

Themilitary alliancewith Russia
hasalready enabled Armeniatoreceive
many Russian weapons at discount
pricesor even free of charged over the
past two decades. That has put it in a
position to fully or partly offset
Azerbaijan’ smassive military buildup
fueledby oil revenues. Ohanianthanked
Moscow for its “huge” military assis-
tance when he met with Russian De-
fense Minister Sergey Shoyguin Mos-
cow in December.

Russia Deploys Advanced Aircraft to Armenia

MOSCOW (RT) -- Russia has
sent fiveadditional Mig-29fighter jets
and a multipurpose helicopter to its
military base in Armenia, the Russian
Defense Ministry reported.

The aircraft have been trans-
ported to a military airfield in the
Armenian capital of Yerevanandwill
soon arriveat Erebuni airfield, where
planes attached to the 102th military
are based, the command for the
South-Eastern Military District said
on Saturday.

“Soon military engineers will
assemble generation 4+ fighter jets
and the Mi-8MT helicopter, which
will then enter service,” the report
said. “The unit's pilots will start

practice flights on the new Mig-29s
in mid-March.”

Four of the fighter jets are regu-
lar Mig-29s, whichwererecently over-
hauled. Another one is an upgraded
Mig-29S version, which has double
the payl oad amountingtofour tonsand
several other improvements. The new
aircraft strengthen the 18 Mig-29sand
7 Mi-24P helicopter gunships already
based at Erebuni.

The build-up comes amid a pe-
riod of high tension between Russia
and Turkey inthewake of thedowning
of a Russian bomber by the Turkish
Air Forceonthe Syrianborder. Erebuni
airfield is south of Y erevan and about
20km from the Turkish border.
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Pope Francis to Visit Armenia in September

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) - Pope
Francisissettovisit Armeniain Sep-
tember 2016, press service of the
Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin re-
ports. The announcement camein an
official ststement of the Supreme Re-
ligious Council, chaired by HisHoli-
ness Karekin Il, Supreme Patriarch
and Catholicosof All Armenians.

The Mother Seeiscurrently co-
ordinating the details of the visit with
the Vatican. Pope Francis will likely
travel to Armenia as part of atour of
the three South Caucasus states. Cit-
ing unnamed V atican sources, the Rus-
sian TASS news agency reported ear-
lier thismonththat the pontiff plansto
visit Armenia, Azerbaijanand Georgia
in September.

One of Pope Francis's prede-
cessors, John Paul 1, and the previ-
ousArmeniaChurch head, Gareginl,
laid thegroundwork for therapproche-
ment in 1996 with ajoint declaration
that put an end to centuries-old theo-
logical disputes between the two
Christian denominations. John Paul

went on to become in 2001 the first
Catholic Church |eader to set foot on
Armenian soil. During that historic
trip, heissued ajoint declaration with
Garegin| describing the 1915 Arme-
nian massacresin Ottoman Turkey as
genocide.

Pope Francis has publicly reaf-
firmed the genocide recognition dur-
ing his papacy, most recently at an
April 2015 mass at the Vatican's St.
Peter’ sBasilicadedicated tothe 100th
anniversary of the tragedy. Turkey
reacted angrily to hisreferenceto“the
first genocide of the 20th century,”
accusing the pontiff of distorting his-
tory and recalling its ambassador to
theVatican in protest.

PopeFrancisagainpaidtributeto
Armenians massacred “just for being
Christians” after holding a masswith
Armenian Catholic Patriarch Gregory
Peter XX at the Vatican's St. Martha
chapel in September. He compared
their suffering with the ongoing perse-
cution of ancient Christian communi-
tiesof the Middle East.

World Bank Provides $55 MIn 1Loan to Armenia

Armenian Minister of Finance
Gagik Khachatryanand World Bank’ s
Regional Director for the South
CaucasusMercy Tembonsignedaloan
agreement today, under which the
World Bank will provide Armeniawith
a loan of $55 min with a 25 year
maturity period, of which 14.5 min
will be soft loan.

The“Local Economy and In-

frastructure Development
Programme” loan agreement
signed with the International Bank
for Reconstruction and Devel op-
ment (IBRD) envisagesimprove-
ment of infrastructure and insti-
tutional capacities in Ararat,
Vayots Dzor and Lori provinces,
thus boosting the development of
tourism in the regions.

New Armenian Ombudsman Elected

Continued frompagel

comfortablemajority intheparliament,
has denied forcing him to resign.
Under Armenian law, Tatoyan
needed at | east 79 parliamentary votes
in order to become ombudsman. His
candidacy was backed by deputies
representing not only theHHK and its
coalition partner-in-waiting, the Arme-
nian Revolutionary Federation, but also
the nominally opposition Prosperous
Armeniaand OrinatsY erkir parties.
Alsovotingfor TatoyanwasNikol
Pashinian, an outspoken opposition
lawmaker who set up anew party last
year. Pashinian said during a parlia-
ment debate on Monday that Tatoyan
should be given achanceto provehis
declared commitment to humanrights.
But other oppositiondeputiesre-
jected the choiceof Andreasian’ ssuc-

cessor. Oneof them, Zaruhi Postanjian,
branded Tatoyan as an “advocate of
thegovernment.”

Her colleagues representing the
opposition ArmenianNational Congress
(HAK) madesimilar claimswhenthey
announced that they will boycott the
parliament vote on the new ombuds-
man.

Tatoyan, 34, was careful not to
reveal hisimmediateobjectivesor pass
judgment onanumber of controversial
arrests and imprisonments of opposi-
tion activists.”| need time to clarify
many issues and figure out my priori-
ties,” he told reporters after his elec-
tion. “| cannot makeevaluationsat this
point.”

Tatoyansimilarly skirted opposi-
tion deputies’ questions about the ex-
istenceof political prisonersin Arme-
niaduring Monday’ sdebate.

Israeli Party Accused of Being

Foreign Agents of Azerbaijan

Yisrael Beiteinu actively works to prevent Israel from
officially recognizing Armenian genocide

JERUSALEM (Haaretz) --
Meretz Party chairman MK Zehava
Galon charged Wednesday that
Avigdor Lieberman’sYisrael Beiteinu
party isgetting financial support from
Azerbaijan government officials in
returnfor advancing Baku’ spolitical
and financial interestsin Israel.

According to Galon, Yisrael
Beiteinu is supporting the interests of
the Azeri national fuel company and
has been actively working to prevent
Israel from officially recognizing the
Turkish genocide of Armeniansduring
World War |, because of Azerbaijan’s
territorial feud with Armenia.

Galon said that she has filed a
complaint on the matter to Attorney
General Avichai Mendelblit, alongwith
evidence of her claims. Party chair-
man Lieberman vehemently denied
Galon' sallegations, saying“notaword
of what Galon said is true.”

Galon made the statement in the
Knesset Wednesday while condemn-
ing Yisrael Beiteinu’'s support of the
so-called “transparency bill,” which
primarily targets left-wing NGOs that
get funding fromforeign governments.
Galon charged that Lieberman’s own
party benefited from Azeri govern-
ment money.

“You are the foreign agents of
the Azeris,” shesaid. “ Y ou are getting
benefits from them; you have set up
organizations through which you get
money from them. You set up the
organization called AZIZ, you are part
of the management of AZIZ.

“Knesset colleagues, the AZIZ
organization, thelsrael-AzerbaijanIn-
ternational Association, serves as a
financial and organization platformfor
Yisrael Beiteinu, andisfunded by Azeri
government officials. You are party of

AZI1Z’ smanagementinarevolving door
fashion; whoever isn’t an MK or amin-
ister is part of AZIZ’'s management.

“Avigdor Lieberman, whenhewas
foreign minister, attended a conference
funded by the State Oil Company of the
Azerbaijan Republic, thesamecompany
that ayear before Lieberman hel ped get
involved in oil and gas drilling off the
Israeli coast. This company got a five
percent share, and it's funded by a
foundation headed by the president of
Azerbaijan,” said Galon.

She added that former Yisrael
Beiteinu MK Faina Kirschenbaum
“named a street in Israel after the
father of Azerbaijan’s great dictator.”
The Meretz leader also accused
Lieberman and his party of “working
to prevent therecognition of the Arme-
nian genocide because you are envoys
of the Azerbaijan government and be-
cause of Nagorno-Karabakh. You are
getting millions from Azeri sources
through the fund you’ve set up and
you dare to speak of and demand
transparency from civic society
groups. You are a corrupt gang and
now you are seeking to work against
civic society organizations.”

Lieberman categorically denied
Galon’s claims, saying, “In this case,
asusual, thereisnot aword of truth in
what Zehava Galon is saying. MK
Galon, who was questioned for hours
by the police [in 2001 on suspicion of
financial irregularities in a peace cen-
ter sheran] and whose case was closed
for lack of evidence, has turned lies
andlibel intoaway of life. EvenMeretz
doesn’'t deserve such a shallow and
deceitful leader like Zehava Galon. In
any case, every lie by Zehava Galon
against meand Yisrael Beiteinuisabig
compliment.”

George Clooney to Visit Armenia April 22-24

LHUE PLEDIGE

NEW YORK (Armradio) -- The
co-founders of 100 LIVES and the
Aurora Prize Selection committee —
co-chaired by Nobel Laureate Elie
Wiesel and Academy Award-winning
actor and humanitarian George Clooney
—will honor the Aurora Prize finalists
for their exceptional acts of humanity
with a weekend of events from April
22 through April 24, 2016.

On behalf of the survivors of the
Armenian Genocide, and in gratitude to
their saviors, the AuroraPrizecel ebrates

the strength of the human spirit that
compels action is the face of adversity.

The weekend of events, hosted
in Yerevan, Armenia, will encourage
discussion of some of the most press-
ing humanitarian issues the world is
facing today, and honor those helping
toaddressthem. Theweekend’ sevents
will culminatein theinaugural Aurora
Prize ceremony, honoring three final-
ists for their exceptional acts of hu-
manity and presenting thefinal recipi-
ent with the award.
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Demolition of Old Houses in Yerevan

May Affect Tourism Development

YEREVAN (Arka) -- Tour opera-
tors and winemakers of Armenia are
concerned about demolition of old
housesinthecentral part of Armenia’s
capital city, particularly inthe Pushkin-
Abovyan-Arami crossroad.

Nune Manukyan, director of the
Areni Wine Festival Foundation, told
journalists on Thursday that demoli-
tion of old constructions strikes hard
directly at tourism in the country.

“Tourism and wine industry are
to-priority areasin Armenia seconomy,”
shesaid. “But we are losing the face of
the city which we can sell as a tourist
product. Asaresult, the city isbecom-
ing not interesting to tourists. Tour
operators can’'t shepherd tourists
through Y erevanlonger than one hour,
and tourists leave the city without
spending their money.”

In autumn 2015, the city authori-
ties confirmed rumors that houses in
the mentioned streets would be de-
stroyed. This decision sparked outcry
also among Armenian winemakers,
since there are wine cellars in the
basement.

Manukyan said that a wrong
policy is pursued by the authorities.

“Once we were assured that

Northern Avenue in the very center of
the capital will be different, not aswe
see it now,” she said adding that tour-
ists find nothing interesting in it.
“Instead, we organize tours
through backyardsand ol d-time places
to show the city’s spirit and atmo-
sphere to them. Of course, financial
resources are needed to maintain old
monuments, but if they are preserved
more resources come to the country’s
budget.”

Recent studies of the Institute of
Archeology and Ethnography of Ar-
menia show that there are well-pre-
served wine presses and wine vaults of
16-18 centuriesinY erevan’ sterritory.

“Asahistorianspecializedinwine
production history, | say that it isvery
important to preserve these historic
places,” said Boris Gasparyan, a re-
search officer at the Institute of Ar-
cheology and Ethnography of Arme-
nia. “It is not enough to save wine
vaults from demolition — we should
treat these historical monuments seri-
ously, since they are our wealth.”

Gasparyan said that the problem
isnottolay legislative groundwork for
preserving historical monuments, but
to have a good will to do that.

The Syrian Conflict

Continued frompagel

between their declared values and
policy. This force came to power
with such slogans that expressed
willingness to solve problems, but,
when faced with the reality both
inside the Turkey and in the region,
completely another situation was
formed. Turkey led "zero issue with
neighbors" policy and astheresultit got
'Zero neighbors' and numerous issues,
Aram Ananyan said.

As to the question whether in
what terms the recent developments
of the Syrian conflict are important
and fundamental for the citizens of
Armenia, Aram Ananyan highlighted
the i ssue on maintenance of Armenian
community, historical, cultural and
spiritual heritage. " The Armenian com-
munity of Syriaisthedirect generation
of descendants of the Armenian Geno-
cide and this community is the con-
stant reminder of the Genocide issue.
Today Syria is keen on conservation
issue of the community, monasteries,
churches and schools."

"Thereisanother important issue
for us: the memory of the Armenian
Genocide. The north of Syria was the

biggest concentration camp; 100 years
before when Ottoman power was de-
stroying our nation's people. Explo-
sion of Holy Martyrs Church was a
signal that development promoters in
Syria have negative attitude towards
thehistorical memory for Armenians.”
Aram Ananyan added.

Political scientist Hrant Melik-
Shahnazaryan pointed out the signifi-
cance of regional developments, while
Armeniacanonly follow them by means
of mass media. Moreover, experts do
not often voice their opinions on the
ongoing processes. “ By and large, geo-
political rivalry hasentered anew stage.
And ignoring this new stage is tanta-
mount to a great threat to Armenia’s
own security,” the expert said. Speak-
ing of Russia's influence on the con-
flict, Mr Melik-Shahnazaryan noted
that Russiarealized its non-participa-
tion would undermineitsinfluence on
boththeBlack Seaand MiddleEast and
threaten its national security.

“Russia is attempting to preserve
itsinfluence on theinternational arena,”
theexpertsaid. Heissurethat therelative
peacein the South Caucasusisthe credit
of the Armenian army that is capable
enough to rebuff any provocations.

ONEArmenia’s “Bring on the Buzz”
Campaign to Help Sustain

Armenian Border Village

On February 4th, ONEArmenia,
a non-profit organization focusing on
building sustainable economiesin Ar-
menia, launched a new campaign to
initiate beekeeping activitiesinthebor-
der village of Baghanis.

About 800 peoplelivein Baghanis,
asmall villagelocated afew kilometers
away from the border between
Azerbaijan and Armenia, where the
economic situationisdire. Most of the
theselandsareinaccessiblebecause of
unsettled border issues, landminesand
occasional sniper fire. There is no
industry in the region, and the lack of
jobs causes high emigration rates, as
themenleavetofindworkin Armenia' s
capital, Yerevan, or in neighbouring
Russia.

“What' s at stake isthe creation
of sustainable income-providing ac-
tivitiesin Baghanis, so that families
need not betorn apart, nor uprooted”,
said Patrick Sarkissian, ONE-
Armenia’ s founder. “Our goal isfor
the people in a strategically impor-
tant areato be ableto liveand thrive
on their own land”.

“Bring on the Buzz” is exactly
that. ONEArmenia and Sahman NGO
are collaborating on a crowdfunding
campaign to provide 18 rural families
from Baghanis with 4 beehives each,
allowing them to create a stable in-
come and sustain themselves through
honey production.

The funds collected will go to-
wards made-in-Armeniabeehives, bee
colonies, beekeeping tools, and equip-
ment. Each of the 18 familiesinvolved
will receive extensive training in bee-
keeping techniques, and will also be
assisted in finding market outlets for
their honey production.

“We're aiming for sustainable,
lastingimpact”, saysAnnaAghajanian,
Sahman NGO'’s co-founder. To en-
sure the project’s sustainability,
Sahman’ sin-house beekeeping expert
will therefore regularly visit the new
beekeepers for a full year, providing
ongoing training and advice.

Beekeeping: a sustainable activity
for Armenian villages

The Food and Agriculture Orga-
nization of the United Nations (FAQO)
has described beekeeping as a hel pful
meansto create sustai nablelivelihoods.
Beesarelow maintenanceasthey typi-
cally look after themselves, so bee-

keeping fitsinwell with other income-
providing activities.

BringOnTheBeeslBeekeepingis
neither time-consuming, nor overly
complex, butitisalucrativetrade. One
beehive can produce up to 25 kilo-
grams of honey per year, andin Arme-
nia, each kilogram can besoldfor upto
7 dollars. In impoverished border vil-
lages such as Baghanis, where a
family’s income averages approxi-
mately 500 dollars per year, starting a
beekeeping business can mean the dif-
ferencebetweenlocal developmentvs.
total emigration.

Theinstallation of 72 beehivesin
Baghanis will not only improve the
villagers' living conditions. Itwill also
have a positive impact on the sur-
rounding environment by bringing pol-
linating honeybeesto theregion, hence
ensuring thepreservation of Baghanis's
natural assets.

Bees are also known to thrivein
non-industrial areas like the Tavush
region, where the air is clean and the
environment preserved. “ Healthy bees
help ensure the quality of the honey”,
explains George Tabakian, Sahman
NGO'’'s co-founder. “And while the
climate in Armenia’ s countryside is
favorable to beekeeping, its potential
hasn’t yet been properly utilised”.

Sustainability & Community

For the last 4 years, Sahman
NGO has been working with similar
villages in the Tavush region, and
their model has already proved effi-
cient. The NGO's track record is
impressive, with 30 greenhouses, and
112 beehives under their belt in the
villages of Barekamavan, Berkaber,
Chinari, Aygedzor and Nergin Karmr-
aghbyur.

For both NGOs involved, it is
crucial that the project’simpact goes
beyond the 18 families provided with
beehives. “ Thefuture beekeepershave
already agreed that they would give
back to their community by donating
1kg of honey per hive over 2 years’,
says Anna Aghajanian from Sahman
NGO. “The donated honey will then
be sold to help fund the local kinder-
garten”.

To help ONE Armenia and
Sahman NGO make lives sweeter in
theborder village of Baghanis, shareor
donate to their “Bring on the Buzz”
campaign.
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“Armenia: An Open Wound” Exhibition
at Brand Library Art Galleries

GLENDALE -- The City of Glen-
dale and the Library, Arts & Culture
Department are pleased to announce
their partnership with the Armenian
American Museumto present theexhibi-
tion “Armenia: An Open Wound”. The
exhibit will be on view at the Brand
Library Art Galleriesbetween April 9and
June 11, 2016 during the library’ s regu-
lar hours: Tuesday and Thursday 12-
8pm, Wednesday 12-6pm, and Friday
and Saturday, 10am-5pm. A series of
weekly programs will accompany the
exhibition. BrandLibrary & ArtCenteris
located at 1601 West Mountain Street,
Glendale, California, 91201.

“Armenia: An Open Wound” de-
buted in Mexico City at the Museo Me-
moriaY Tolerancia] M useumof Memory
and Tolerance] in April 2015 in honor of
the Armenian Genocide centenary. The
exhibition explores the intricate history
of the Armenian people and creates an
interactiveexperienceby illustratingearly
Armenian culture; it shares the story of
Armenian livelihoods on their ancestral
lands, and prepares viewers to gain a
deeperinsightintotheeventswhichlead
to the 1915 Armenian Genocide.

“[The exhibition] seeks to raise
awareness about the Armenian Geno-
cide by inspiring reflection, respect for
ethnic and cultural diversity, and up-
holding human dignity” stated Museo
MemoriaY Toleranciatemporary exhi-
bitionsdirector LindaAtach Zaga. “The
Armenian Causeisrooted in the univer-
sal theme of preserving memory as the
first step in mobilizing toward global
human rights and this exhibition is
uniquely designed to encourage critical
reasoning among diverse audiences as
they relate the Armenian context to
broader social justice themes.”

The mission of the Museo Me-
moria Y Tolerancia is to preserve,
teach, and promote within Mexican
society the history and meaning of
genocides and crimes against human-
ity, aswell astheimportance of diver-
sity and tolerance.

Designed onthebasisof adetail ed,
didactic route, “Armenia: An Open
Wound,” shedslight on both the histori-
cal and current ramificationsof the 1915
Armenian Genocide through survivor
testimony, modern-day pursuitsfor jus-
tice, and aims to empower visitors to
takeresponsibility on behalf of all those
who have been, and continue to be
affected by genocide. In addition to
honoring victims and commemorating
the Armenian Genocide, this exhibition
presents the unique contributions of
Armenian Genocide survivors who
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settled in Mexico during the early 20th
century, and theinternational Armenian
diasporacommunity which have collec-
tively grown to embody the concept of
global citizenship.

“It is our honor to announce our
partnership with the Museo Memoria Y
Toleranciaand weegually commend the
City of GlendaleLibrary, Arts& Culture
Department for their commitment to
engaging diverse collaborative opportu-
nities” stated Armenian American Mu-
seum executive devel opment committee
chairman Berdj Karapetian. “ Armenia:
An Open Wound tells the story of
Armeniansthrough amulticultural ap-
proach, and exemplifies the eclectic
programs and exhibitions the Arme-
nian American Museum aspiresto bring
tothe City of Glendal e and the broader
Los Angeles community.”

The mission of the Armenian
American Museum isto promote under-
standing and appreciation of America's
ethnic and cultural diversity by sharing
the Armenian American experience.

City of Glendale Library Arts, &
Culture director Cindy Cleary shared
her enthusiasm about the opportunity
to partner with the Armenian Ameri-
can Museum by noting, “this exhibi-
tion supports the Library’s mission to
offer our community a diversity of
ideas that will inspire curiosity and
enrich our daily lives.” Cleary further
expressed that she “ hopesall members
of the public will share in this unique
experience that celebrates the history
and the resilience of the Armenian
people and commemoratesthe horrific
consequences of the Genocide.”

A robust slate of programs that
will complement “ Armenia: An Open
Wound” isbeing planned by the Brand
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General Dentistry
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Pianist Serge1 Babayan in Concert

at Fresno State

FRESNO -- Award winning pia-
nist Sergei Babayan will perform in
recital as part of the Philip Lorenz
Memorial Keyboard Concert Series at
Fresno State. The performance will
take place at 8:00 PM on Wednesday,
March 9 in the Concert Hall on the
Fresno State campus.

The concert is co-sponsored by
the Armenian Studies Program of
Fresno State. Babayan will be per-
forming works by Schumann, Liszt,
Rachmaninoff, and Brahms.

Acclaimed for the immediacy,
sensitivity, and depth of hisinterpreta-
tions, Sergei Babayan’ s performances
reveal an emotional intensity and bold
energy, equipping him to excel in rep-
ertoireranging from Rameauto Ligeti.
Winner of the 1989 Robert Casadesus
International Piano Competition in
Cleveland, this Armenian pianist re-
turns to Fresno for another display of
his “unequaled touch, perfectly har-
monious phrasing and breathtaking
virtuosity” ( Le Figaro, Paris).

One of the most charismatic per-
sonalities on today’s concert stage,
Babayan's vibrantly expressive per-
formances have spirited audience ac-
claim worldwide. Ever since his ar-
rival in the United States, on his first
trip outside of the Soviet Union in
1989, hisbreathtaking virtuosity and a
wide- rangingtonal pal ettehavebrought
him critical praise and accolades.

Babayan wasbornin Armeniato
amusical family and started to play the
piano at the age of three. He began his
musical studies at the age of six under
LuisaMarkaryan andlater with George
Saradjev. He continued his studies at
nineteen with Mikhail Pletnev at the
Moscow Conservatory and completed
post-graduate work therein 1989 as a
student of Professor VeraGornostaeva.
He also studied privately with Lev

Naumov in Moscow.

After making his New York re-
cital debutin1990at AliceTully Hall to
great critical acclaim, Babayan em-
barked on a busy schedule that has
included solo appearances with The
Cleveland Orchestra, the Calgary Phil-
harmonic Orchestra, and the Osaka
Symphony, among others.

The Concert is supported by The
ThomasA. Kooyumjian Family Foun-
dation, TheArarat Foundation of Alex-
andria, Virginia, Grace Jelalian
Shahinian Armenian Concerts Fund,
and the Leon S. Peters Foundation.

General tickets for the Concert
are available for $25 per person, for
seniorstickets are $18, and tickets for
students are $5.00 per person. Ticket
reservations for the concert may be
made by calling 278-2337. http://
www.keyboardconcerts.com/concert-
sergei-babayan.aspx

Parkingwill beavailableinLot P1
(Shaw and Maple entrance to cam-
pus). For more information please
contact the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram at 278-2669 or visit
fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies.

Library & Art Center and the Arme-
nian American Museum in collabora-
tion with local and regional commu-
nity partners. The educational experi-
ence of visitors will be enhanced by
lectures, discussion panels, musical

performances and more. All events at
Brand Library & Art Center are free
and open to the public.

For more information please visit
ArmenianAmericanMuseum.org or call
(844) 586-4626

LUD0 GrhSUUUMELLEY UhOFR-h Y
Lot b LIANLaLE <118 &E1IFR el NS

S Wikl Lfunanyg Dol Gy Bpgnpe <hhgrupgh Optqn

Smglpmlgueh Phpd. <hlgueppsh 3 Wwpn 2006, Bphilgnpuoh duip 7 30-0%

<N Yo D apmbugGwh Uposhth b, 1060 N Allsn Ave., Pasadens, CA.

GAIDZ Youth Organization — PRESENTS - GATDZ Movie Night

ARMENIAN Film Fesiival; Every 1% & 3" Thursday of the Monih
Armcnian Movie, Thursday, March 3, 2006 at 7:50 jam
AEBU Garo Sszhanalian Hall, 1066 %, Allam Avenwe, Pasadena, TA. Endrance Fee: DOMATION

Mnunp” hncfiprumnonapsheh




uuuhu

GUPUM@, otsMrnrur 27, 2016

- £ 13

LsULLhU 3NFCENPS

3nrcen

«UOPHP IGS UCUUNFE@U3PL UUM »h
unukStk 3UUUGNFUUNPL 6MAGLU G LNU
UL6GLLUP UERUNMUG 3UM2UuUNrUU

3"heN1 GELBUY

Y bumsslpas s goslyusprgf
fyyngred fi inufuopbwlfits, «Uthfron -
2l $bin U pwlyn [Frfits Gy fr i fr=
m!;»[l 4[1Lu1_!;[1n1[ [[E q_uﬁlnl_;'ﬁ L‘pb-
«‘l,n[1 l]l;wil@» szLu[[hu[pr[J[u znil
4‘[111 Y7777) 78 8Lul[nF Wallnubl.uirﬂ ' [ulf pu=
11.[1[1 «1,11[1 0[1»[1 )78 So#ﬁ, 5’Lul1nL-
[P Umgpbwiip® pufpungfp «U =
u[lu»[l: zuufl.uq_nl_lflupﬁ wz[uwuuuhg-
ufipn [Fhuwts pljdwg phls, Yndfunkf
Bty t{Lue(un.uluuplig, « llbp gl.uuitu g
3p Pbpfil pudpunpp, gidpi
Fpfanp Shubwifi, np ng Sfu g iy
(5 ["ig hp dfpsspppp npoqplbd
Lnu abﬁblﬂutb»: uullu [121&1)'&
piigpky, np wqquyght bpgbp bp-
ghbd, pulibiyne Swdwp Uhpluwihibpne
qu_wgnl_lﬁlbpﬂ.,. un_luilg ﬁbgiﬁﬁ#u
qrifmd pypupne, pue Qo giibeg s
gurgelsfs by Ubs[F oy frunsfr rpusypplief it
bt fr fbp: Qutigbubibpne i'bpalf,
bwhe bhbnbghp dudbpgne [dfiiliik-
[l [Frsg plits: Brasfubsfs vasprlpase sy ( gl
mwaﬁL llwzt app, 8"1{”4‘1{1&1.”2!,
Lun_l.ugiln[nl, um-ﬁ a[ﬂil_l}'m[iwb b=
1)'[1), «]I]uu_l.u[nfluil» q_ﬁszﬂ [1ilé'[1
bpgky wncwé Lp «flop Gu U'Lu‘(p
I‘uf»E, L Jb&l.uui!;u q_iuuql.umnl_l.ué'
be quygppubpne frgdg:

b[’F «Ulinnnp U‘nl[wuwp»g bp-
qhgh, nprcle 389 hp ghpncp «d-
Swl  thwywmnifi punkpp, ndwip
Swpg mncfl, np wpnko®p pupk-
prup Ywlwl Gwd jhulfy Swupl bp
«zlilf q_[1u1[;[1».‘ a'm[nn_iu.u[[l;gﬁ wyy
sy spuas fols glisquasforsfussslyats bpahip bp=
gk, npntp wpduinuguwi Uk plputib-
qblpuwptibpbl S, np g Funfu-
bwly Gpbewl hp quntinckp, bpgbbu
bmg [il[LUL l;l_ Eut.uL, «Fl.ufu} F"L[1Il,
§ Fpfnp, pulnnfls 889 « gfepfhl»
wfnf pppun: Gu phgp wkyf fub-

gl g &5 fror: Ysnlyuas gl aks plyuas=
ill;pE L[[uuu l‘un:.o‘l;g[ﬂl, nllgulll_nLF-
brguits;
.

pr 1997-[1 ”‘Lu!ﬁu wifuncl
Shmg  wdfu wmy ghpguy <np
l]bwilp»ﬂ [u:)‘FLulHﬂib l[[ﬁlu upzoil
Jupbghle ke sphphbgpl [Fhpfdp:
U fumspsh grpu lyngdbphhs wngu pfiti-
St b Lloluul[gwllwil qu[;wb@bbp
l[E uuuufu.u![n Lrtnunnibl 4bnw3w!-
Lbghts wynugfls pupbpup Jugh
Y pis dfuuspp g gl Uit bss Usspreguabios=
bp: Updbufi puf, 25 [ ooy
!wlnhul[nuf q_npérnll «llqu_l.u![lil»zlb-
m[lpbl,,, u[uY;'iJE uil.uuuuu[ul.uilbg, L
wyg dLhp ¢f fplimp gqumadfy,
I1[1I1!{4bu1bL zw!wummilgﬁillipﬂ zbZI

dp prpuneg, poc gkl uinwpnow-
&E uu_blﬁ uﬂ’unﬁ [u[unilzligilt zfnlln-
fnepgp whinhigdk:

'”tJFnL/Jﬁ «ullly.ull»a, n[1n1_71
J‘Lulhuiuul[ﬁil 2w ogqliué !;[1, lufn}-
[uury.u[nhu:. !Luluhul[ﬂwil: Twhe
«Quip[Folipyp, npncl $59 funien=-
pml[mil ﬂ‘npnu ﬁ'n[uuilbluilﬂ «9-11[1-
¢t qbd Gplypmd> funpugpn qu-
wnuyguipumu s fuoup qpné Ep: puly
wigunking «lfuluﬁu»il wy & fpurcu-
prcdy funpuigpnd gomosgaprw-
bty jornewé qpky wgun Sudfnep
be Sfunpbpne wgun wpin g gnne -
[JIHJJE ln_bgillil l[1l1[1(§l1llzlb[1nLil II,tIY:
I}‘!"lli‘gban [1712 4&1111111213, np Unl[l;-
/oy zl.u!muuuuilﬁ L9 (busfin=
foulpts bpalip bpahyu fusligogw-
nncfdbwdp pligniiincbgue, froly wgo-
mb:l, aﬂbpﬁl[wt{ﬁ Lftg, ((Jblll-ut[lﬂ-
[uwl[wil»illip Z‘huiu}nl.[uf‘bg[ﬁl « ‘l,n[1
l]bwflg» Luill[l.u[u Jmlfnl_lﬁ gt

UUUPU  curueussre

pUguLNMrIUANrNFEBGBUL USMrOL

Yes, | wish to subscribeto Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (oneyear)

* $50,00 * $100,00 (first class) for USA
$125,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.

$ 250,00 (Air Mail) Over seas.
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CA.

JOB OPENNING
Director of Cultural Events: organize& executeArmenian cultural
eventsfrom conception to completion, aiming to increase awar e-
ness of ethnography & to preserveancient cultural arts& tradi-
tions; entertain/educate the community. BS degree, alter native,
equivalent, or foreign equivalent in event management, Armenian
studiesor related field required. Job site & interview: Glendale,

Email resumetohiamfoundation@hotmail.comor mail toHi-Am
Charity Foundation at 530 W Stocker St #307, Glendale, CA 91202.
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