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President Sarkisian Visits

Watertown and Boston

BOSTON -- Armenian President
Serzh Sarkisian’s working visit to the
United States kicked off on Monday.

In the State of Massachusetts,
the Armenianleader visited Watertown,
which has a large Armenian commu-
nity. There, he was hosted at the Ar-
menian Library and Museum of
America, where he toured the library-
museum and spoke with the personsin
chargeof thisinstitution. Sarkisian also
vistited Armenian community centers.

Onthefirst day of hisvisit to the

United States, President Sarkisian vis-
ited also the Armenian Churches of
Saint Stepanos and Saint Trinity. In
1991 at the proposal of the Armenian
community of Watertown, the Saint
Stepanos street was renamed into
Artsakh street, while on August 6,
2012 the House of Representatives of
Massachusetts adopted a resolution
urging the President of theUnited States
and Congressto support independence
of Nagorno Karabakh and itsright for
self-determination.

Armenian Civilian Wounded
by Azerbaijani Fire

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Three
Azerbaijani soldiers have reportedly
beenkilledinaction after the Armenian
military accused Baku of againintensi-
fying ceasefire violations in the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict zone late
last week.

The Azerbaijani Defense Minis-
try said on Monday that two of those
soldiers, oneof them alieutenant, died
on Sunday when Armenian troops “ at-
tempted toinvade” the Gazakh district
in western Azerbaijan bordering
Armenia’ s northern Tavush province.

The combat deaths were an-
nounced two days after an Armenian
soldier serving in the area was
wounded and hospitalized as a result.

X Thl b s o Bt

Another Armenian, a64-year-oldcivil-
ianresident of Berkaber villagecloseto
the Azerbaijani border, was wounded
by cross-border gunfire late on Fri-
day. He too required hospitalization.
The third Azerbaijani casualty,
an army sergeant, was reportedly shot
dead on Friday. The Azerbaijani mili-
tary did not specify whether hedied on
the Armenian-Azerbaijani border or “the
line of contact” around Karabakh.
According to Karabakh’s Arme-
nian-backed Defense Army, fighting
along “the line of contact” intensified
on Friday night and Saturday morning,
with Azerbaijani forces firing more

Continued on page3

Diyarbakir Surp Giragos Armenian Church
Expropriated by Turkish Authorities
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ISTANBUL (Agos) -- While
clashes and curfews continue in
Diyarbakir, the Turkish cabinet took
an urgent expropriation decision. Surp
GiragosChurch, thelargest Armenian
church in Middle East, is among the
places in Sur province of Diyarbakir
that are expropriated by the decision
of the cabinet. Left to its own fate for
years, the church wasfinally restored
and opened to worship in 2011. With
thesamedecision, Assyrian, Chaldean
and Protestant churches are also ex-
propriated.

According to the cabinet deci-
sion published in Official Journal on
March 25, an “urgent expropriation”
decision is taken concerning 6.300
plotsof landin Sur province. With this
decision, many places in Abdaldede,
Alipasa, Cemal Yilmaz, Camikebir,
Cevatpasa, Dabanoglu, Hasirli, Inénd,
Iskenderpasa, Lalebey, Malikahmet,
Ozdemir, Siileymangazi, Savas,
Semhane and Ziyagokalp neighbor-
hoods and two neighborhoods in
Y enisehir province are expropriated.

Surp Giragos Church, the larg-
est Armenian church in Middle East,
Surp Sarkis Chaldean Church, Arme-
nian Catholic Church, Virgin Mary
Ancient Assyrian Church and Protes-
tant Church are among the places that
are expropriated.

Speaking to Agos, Diyarbakir
Metropolitan Municipality Cultural
Heritage Director Nevin Soylukaya
stated that all churches and properties
belonging to the foundations are ex-
propriated. Soylukaya also said that
some properties belonging to the mu-
nicipality are also expropriated and
they will initiate legal action. She also
urged the owners of the expropriated
properties to take legal action.

Walls of Diyarbakir and Hevsel
Gardenswereaddedto UNESCOWorld
Heritage List in 2015. And Sur prov-
inceis considered as a buffer zone for
Walls of Diyarbakir.

Sur is the only center that have
places of worship for non-Muslims.

Continued on page3

Maria Mehranian Elected
President of Armenia Fund

LOS ANGELES, CA - Armenia
Fund, Inc., the U.S. Western Region
affiliateof Hayastan All Armenian Fund
hasannouncedthat its Corporate Board
unanimously elected Mrs. Maria
Mehranian as the organization's new
Chairperson. Mehranian succeeds Mr.
Antranik Baghdassarian, who com-
pleted histenurein early 2016.

"Mr. Baghdassarian's strong be-
lief inattracting alarger public partici-
pation through educating the Arme-
nian Diasporaon Armenia's successes
as well as the challenges facing our
Homeland, introduction of new projects
benefitting residents of Armenia and
Artsakh who are faced with economic
hardship proved successful and re-
sulted in a seriousincrease both in the
number of donors and collected funds.
We thank Mr. Baghdassarian for his
years of dedicated serviceto Armenia
Fund as well as for his very generous

support of theorganization." - said Ara
Vardanyan, Executive Director of
Hayastan All-Armenian Fund.

Newly elected President, Mrs.
Mehranian is the Managing Partner

Continued on page4
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Members of Congress Request Assistance

for Armenia, Nagorno Karabakh

Rep. Rabert Dold (R-IL)

WASHINGTON, D.C.-33Mem-
bers of Congress have sent a letter to
the Appropriations Subcommittee on
State, Foreign Operations, and Related
Programs Chairwoman Kay Granger
(R-TX) and Ranking Member Nita
Lowey (D-NY) in support of contin-
ued U.S. assistance in the Fiscal Y ear
(FY) 2017 budget for the Republics of
Armenia and Nagorno Karabakh, the
Samtskhe-Javakheti region of Geor-
gia, andat-risk minoritiesintheMiddle
East, reports the Armenian Assembly
of America (Assembly). "Continued
U.S. supportintheregioniscritically
important,” the letter read.

Members of Congress requested
at least $5 millionfor humanitarianand
development programs in Nagorno
Karabakh, appropriating no less than
$40 million in overall economic aid
(including Economic Support Fund,
International Narcotics Control and
Law Enforcement, and Global Health
Programs) for Armenia, suspending
all military aidto Azerbaijan, allocating
at least 10 percent of aid given to
Georgia towards funding sustainable
job-creation programs in Samtskhe-
Javakheti, enhancing Section 907 of
the FREEDOM Support Act, and rein-
stating Karabakh in the Organization
for Security and Co-operation in Eu-
rope (OSCE) Minsk Group peace pro-
cess as a full negotiating partner.

The letter calls for a stronger
U.S. stanceregarding Azerbaijan'sin-

Rep. Fra '
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7

P gfane, Jr. (D-NJ)

creasing number of hostileactsagainst
Armeniaand Nagorno Karabakh. Ear-
lier thismonth, the ObamaAdministra-
tion released its budget for the upcom-
ing year, maintaining amilitary parity
between Armeniaand Azerbaijan at $1
millionfor Foreign Military Financing
(FMF) and $600,000 for International
Military Education and Training
(IMET), adecrease from the previous
year. The letter recommends a sus-
pension of U.S. military aid to
Azerbaijan"until itsgovernment ceases
cross-border attacks, ends its threat
of renewed war, and agreesto a settle-
ment of regional conflicts through
peaceful means." Members of Con-
gressare al so requesting supplemental
language to strengthen Section 907 of
the FREEDOM Support Act.

U.S. priority focuses on apeace-
ful settlement of the Karabakh con-
flict, yet the letter points out that
Karabakh government officials have
been excluded from the peace pro-
cesssince 1998. "Nagorno Karabakh
should, in the interests of peace and
basic fairness, be permitted to fully
participate in all talks regarding its
future. The best and most sustain-
able path to peace requires direct
engagement with the peopleand gov-
ernment of Nagorno Karabakh, whose
fate and future are the subject of
ongoing talks and whose security
will rest on the outcome of these
negotiations," the letter reads.

Armenia Declines Granting Refugee Status to
Afghans who Illegally Crossed Border

YEREVAN (News.am) -- The
Armenian State Migration Agency
(SMA) has not granted refugee status
to Afghanistan citizensShokat Aminzai
-aTurk- and Sedighollah Alizadeh -an
Afghan-, who hadillegally crossed the
Turkey-Armenia border.

Head of the SMA Asylum Affairs
Division, Petros Aghababian stated that
“The commission examined and re-
jected their petitions, since the [re-
spective] datadid not meet therequire-
ments of our legislation.”

The next court hearing in the
caseinvolving Aminzai and Alizadehis
scheduled for April 1.

Shokat Aminzai and Sedighollah
Alizadehhadtestified that they had fled

their country, found themselves in a
third country, and at first they did not
even know which country’s border
they were crossing. They had peti-
tioned to Armenia, with a request for
being granted refugee status.

They are charged with illegally
crossing the Armenian border, and
their case isin court.

Accordingtotheindictment, Shokat
Aminzai hadreached apreliminary agree-
ment with Sedighollah Alizadeh, andthey
crossed the Turkish-Armenian border
on October 6, 2015. But they were
apprehended by the Armenian border
service officers. A criminal charge was
brought against them, and arrest was
enforced as their restraining order.

April 2, 2016

Armenia and Georgia to Continue

Developing Bilateral Cooperation

YEREVAN -- Armenia’s mem-
bershipinaRussian-led trade bloc and
Georgia sAssociation Agreement with
the European Union can be used for
deepening relations between the two
neighboring states, Georgian Foreign
Minister Mikheil Janelidze said during
avisit to Yerevan on Friday.

Janelidze and President Serzh
Sarkisian were reported to agree that
Armenia and Georgia have a “great
potential for devel oping bilateral coop-
eration also within the framework of
those different integration processes.”

“The two sides believe that this
will elevate Armenian-Georgian rela-
tions to a qualitatively new level,”
Sarkisian’'s office said in a statement
on the talks held by the two men.

Janelidzeal sodiscussed thematter
at aseparate meeting with his Armenian
counterpart Edward Nalbandian earlier
in the day. “We have talked about how
we could use those integration pro-
cesses to the benefit of our cooperation
and joint projects,” he told ajoint news
conference with Nalbandian.

“There are no problems between
Armeniaand Georgia,” Nalbandiansaid
for his part. “There are issues that are
being solved with joint efforts.”

TheArmenian minister added that
they touched, among other things, on
possible joint projects on transport

infrastructure, trade and energy. But
he gave no details.

There was no word on ongoing
negotiations between Armenia, Geor-
gia, Russiaand Iran on the possibility
boosting power supplies among their
countries. Top energy officials from
the four states are due to hold further
talksontheissuein Thilisi next month.

Armenia and Georgia are due to
construct by 2018 a new electricity
transmission line that will make their
power grids more interconnected. The
$115 million project, is financed by
Germany’ sstate-run devel opment bank
KfW and the European Union.

Armeniaisalsobuildingasimilar
line that will connect it to Iran.

Membership in the Russian-led
Eurasian Economic Union (EEU) re-
quires the Armenian government to
adopt significantly higher duties for
goodsimported from outside the bloc.
Many expected that thiswould lead to
theabolition of Georgian-Armenianfree
trade arrangements, especially given
Georgia sentry into a“deep and com-
prehensive free trade area’ with the
European Union.

However, Armenian officialssaid
in late 2014 that Armenia has suc-
ceeded in convincing the other EEU
member states to let it maintain the
tariff-free regime with Georgia.

FM Nalbandian: Azerbaijani Leadership
Has Lost its Sense of Reality

STEPANAKERT (Armradio) --
The leadership of Azerbaijan names
the Co-Chair states provocateurs
only because they propose to create
a mechanism for investigation of
incidents,” Armenian Foreign Minis-
ter Edward Nalbandian said at a
meeting with the faculty and stu-
dents of the Artsakh State Univer-
sity.

“In fact, that criticism is di-
rected not only against the Co-Chairs,
but at least against the past and
present participating states that pre-
sided over the OSCE, the United
Nations, European Union, and in
general all the statesand institutions
that have supported and support that
proposal,” he said.

“The Azerbaijani leadership
does not refrain from accepting, that
it is behind the cease fire violations
and escalation of the situation. It is
even boasting of that fact. Leaving
asidewhether Baku genuinely thinks

there is something worth boasting
of, oritisjust apropagandatrick for
the internal consumption, it should
be once again stated that the
Azerbaijani leadership has lost its
senseof reality,” Minister Nalbandian
said.

“This refers not only to the
Nagorno Karabakh issue. They state,
that Azerbaijan is no less than the
most economically stable, the most
democratic, the most tolerant state
and the most secure place in the
world in terms of the protection of
human rights, that they may set an
example for other states, while dif-
ferent international organizations,
international HR institutionsstate the
opposite. A kingdom of crooked
mirrors is created in that country,
theleadersof which, lookinginthose
mirrors, admire themselves and call
upon others to live in such a king-
dom of crooked mirrors,” Edward
Nalbandian stated.
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Armenian Experts to Participate
in Restoration of Edicule of the Church
of the Holy Sepulchre

JERUSALEM (Mediamax) -- Ar-
menian experts will participatein res-
toration of the Edicule of the Tomb at
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in
Jerusalem.

Patriarch of Jerusalem and All
Palestine Theophilos announced the
restoration of the Edicule on March 22
in the presence of Custodian of the
Holy Land Fr. Pierbattista Pizzaballa
and Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem
Archbishop Nourhan Manougian.

Russian Orthodox Ecclesiastical
Mission in Jerusalem reports this news.

The ceremony was held near the
Edicule, where special scaffolding was
Set.

The decision on restoration was
made according to the results of the
Edicule's technical examination con-
ducted by specialists from National
Technical University of Athens.

The current construction above
the Edicule was built in 1810 by the
project of Greek architect N. Komninos
after adestructivefireinthe Church of
the Resurrection in 1808.

The Edicule has not been re-
stored since 1810.

The Orthodox Patriarchate of
Jerusalem agreed upon the restoration
project with the Franciscan Custody of
the Holy Land and Armenian Patriarch.

The restoration is to be accom-
plished by specialists from National
Technical University of Athensin co-
ordination with employees of Univer-
sity of Florence and experts from Ar-
menia

Restoration workswill beginina
few weeks and last no less than 8
months.

Pilgrims will still have access to
the sacred place during the restoration.

Glendale City Proposes Moving Armenian

American Museum to Downtown District

GLENDALE, CA - On Tuesday,
March 22, 2016, Glendale City Coun-
cil voted to authorize City Manager
Scott Ochoa to enter an Exclusive
Negotiating Agreement (ENA) withthe
Armenian American Museumtolocate
the developing project in downtown
Glendal € sArtsand Entertainment Dis-
trict across from the Central Library.

The Armenian American Museum
had been exploring the feasibility of
building the Museum on City owned
property across from Glendale Com-
munity Collegeuntil late February 2016
when the Glendale City Council di-
rected Councilmember Zareh Sinanyan
and City Manager Scott Ochoato for-
mally present the new potential site to
the Armenian American Museum Gov-
erning Board.

The Museum’ sGoverning Board

held several meetings with Armenian
Americancommunity organizationsand
representatives to consider the pro-
posed location. It was concluded that
the proposed 1.3 acres property in the
heart of downtown Glendale near the
corner of Colorado Street and Brand
Boulevard would be an exciting and
prominent location for the Museum.
Thislocationwill enablethe Armenian
American Museumto realizeitsvision
of acultural campus that enriches the
entire community.

During the City Council meeting
on Tuesday, March 22, 2016, City
Manager Scott Ochoa presented the
City of Glendal € svisionfor how down-
town Glendal e would be the best home
for the Armenian American Museum
and create a partnership between the
City and the Museum.

Armenian Civilian Wounded

Continued frompagel

than 100 mortar shells and rockets.
The reported rocket fire left a
Karabakh Armenian farmer injured
in the head.

TheDefense Army said itsfront-
line troops responded to the truce vio-
lationswith*“ punitiveactions.” A sepa-
rate statement by the Defense Ministry
in Yerevan released on Saturday said
the Armenian military is conducting

operations aimed at “restraining the
Azerbaijani side” and “stabilizing the
situation.” It did not elaborate.
Theministry spokesman, Artsrun
Hovannisian, said on Monday that the
situation at the Tavush-Gazakh sec-
tion of the Armenian-Azerbaijani fron-
tier was tense over the weekend. “The
Armenian army’s actions were pro-
portionate,” he told the Armenpress
news agency. “We responded to all
targeted [Azerbaijani] gunshots.”

New Homes and a Fresh Start
for Gyumri Families

GYUMRI -- The Paros Founda-
tion is pleased to announce that two
familieshavebecomenew homeowners
through the Paros Foundation’s Pur-
chaseaHome project. The Agayanand
Hakopyan families of Gyumri were
previously livingintemporary shelters
or domiks. In 2015, they were moved
from these domiks into newly pur-
chased apartments thus receiving a
new start. To date, the Paros
Foundation’ sPurchaseaHome project
has made home ownership areality for
four Gyumri families thanks to the
generous support of our donors.

“There are many families like
ours. | wish they would be fortunate
enough to receive a home also. Itis
most important to not lose hope,” said
Kim Agayan on the night he and his
family first learned they were chosen
to be new homeowners. Mr Agayan
left Sumgait, Azerbaijan following the
Sumgait pogroms and moved to
Gyumri. Moretragedy followed when
his apartment was destroyed in the
1988 Spitak Earthquake. He married,
and he and his wife and three daugh-
terslived in adomik until two anony-
mous donors from California stepped
forward and sponsored the purchase
of a new apartment.

Earlier thissummer, theHakopyan
family of Gyumri alsoreceived an apart-
ment through the Purchase a Home
project. “Hakop Hakopyan and his
wifeboth grew upindomiksfollowing
the Earthquake, and their two sonswill
not have to endure the hardships they
faced,” said Peter Abagjian, Executive
Director of The Paros Foundation.
While the Hagopyan and Agayan fam-
ily stories have a happy ending, more
than 2,700 poverty-stricken families
continueto livein horrible conditions
intemporary sheltersandincondemned

buildings.

The Paros Foundation has
partnered with the Shirak Center, which
identifies potential beneficiaries and
works closely with Paros to transition
these families into their new homes.
Following a rigorous screening pro-
cess to select the families, the Paros
Foundation staff identifies suitable
homes in the newly constructed Mush
2 Neighborhood of Gyumri. Eachhome
cost on average $20,000 for a two-
bedroom apartment and includes up-
grades to make sure they are well
appointed. Ataminimum, familiesmust
demonstrate that they have the means
to cover expensesassociated withhome
ownership. “We make sure to the best
of our ability that families are in a
positionto maintaintheir new homes,”
explainsPete Abajian. Agreementsare
signed passing ownership of the apart-
ment to the chosen family, with the
stipulation that until their youngest
child reaches 18 years of age, the
family cannot sell, rent or move.

As part of this agreement, fami-
lies must surrender ownership of their
old“domiks’ which arethen dismantled
and thus ensuring that no onewill ever
live in them again. This mandatory
component of the Paros Purchase a
Home project helps us work towards
the goal of ridding Gyumri of these
terrible shelters. Wood taken fromthe
salvageisdistributed to other families
toalow themtoburnit for heating and
cooking. The metal and other con-
struction materials from the domiks
are sold for scrap and above average
wages are paid to those who work to
tear them down.

The Paros Foundation under-
writes all administrative expenses so
that 100% of the donor contributions
are allocated to the projects.

Diyarbakir Surp Giragos Church Expropriated

Continued frompagel

Surp Giragos Church, Surp Sarkis
Chaldean Church, Armenian Catholic
Church, VirginMary Ancient Assyrian
Church and Protestant Church are in
Sur and currently closed to worship.
Thereisno other churchin Diyarbakir.

Chaldean Church belongsto Mor
Petyun Chaldean Catholic Church
Foundation and Virgin Mary Ancient
Assyrian Church belongs to Virgin
Mary Ancient Assyrian Church Foun-
dation. Apartfromthem, in Diyarbakir,

there are 6 churches that is owned by
various state institutions.

Surg Giragos Armenian Church
was left to its own fate, after its
congregants left. With legal changesin
foundation administration, people from
Diyarbakir living in Istanbul formed a
new administrative body and initiated
restoration work. With the help of fund-
ing campaigns started in the US and
other countries, the church was re-
stored. About 2 million liras was spent
for restoration. And it wasawarded with
various prestigious restoration awards.
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Martyred Armenian Hero Hrant Dink
Oratorio Concert

LOS ANGELES -- The Organi-
zation of Istanbul Armenians (OIA)
hasinitiated aCommemorative Orato-
rio Concert to be presented in memory
of the Martyred Armenian Hero Hrant
Dink, with the active support and par-
ticipation of awide spectrum of |ead-
ing pan-Armenianinstitutionsand com-
munity organizations.

The “Hrant Dink Oratorio Orga-
nizing Committee” (HDOOC) iscom-
prised of numerous local Pan Arme-
nian organization representatives.

The special event, “Hrant Dink
theLegacy” featuring theNorth Ameri-
can debut performance of the Oratorio
will also mark the start of the week of
commemorative activities on the oc-
casion of the 101st Anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide. TheOratoriowill
be presented on April 16, 2016, at 7:30
pm, at the Ambassador Auditoriumin
Pasadena, a beautiful venue famous
for its amazing acoustics. We are very
excited to announce that Mrs. Rakel
Dink will be our Guest of Honor at the
performance.

Joining Mrs. Dink will be the
Composer of the Oratorio, renown
musician Majak Toshigian. The lyri-
cist is Berchuhi Berberian. Los Ange-
lesisjustifiably thefirst venuefor this
performance, outside Yerevan and
Istanbul when it was performed in
September 2015 and January 2016 |,
respectively. Los Angeles, California,
home to the largest presence of the
Armenian Diaspora and where Hrant
Dink delivered hislast major speechto
the Armenian people on October 5th,
2006 isclearly the natural host for this
tribute to his legacy. This commemo-
rative occasion will also serve as an

occasion for solidarity for All Arme-
nians who demand and await justice
for the crime of Genocide and for its
most recent victim, a Martyr who was
the voice his people, who loved his
ancient homeland and relentlessly
fought for justice. United as one Na-
tionwewill al proclaim*“ We Are All
Hrant Dink”.

The pan-Armenian choir, orga-
nized by the OIA under the skillful
direction and baton of Maestro Stepan
Gozumianwill be presenting thisCon-
temporary Oratorio, alarge-scale mu-
sical work for orchestra and voices.
The Musical Director is Artashes
Kartalyan.

The program will include a trib-
ute to Hrant Dink by way of a video
presentation prior to the performance
as well as a special recognition and
message from Mrs. Rakel Dink at its
conclusion.

Tothisday there hasbeen nojust
resolution and remedial justice for the
unprecedented crimes committed
against the Armenian Nation. As we
commemorateand demandjustice, this
event will also allow us to remember
and honor the 1.5 Million + 1 victim of
the Genocide; to remind the world that
a Man whose passion for honest dia-
logueandlovefor all humanity wasstill
seen as a threat by the perpetual (or
contemporary) perpetrators of crimes
and atrocities against Armenians.

For additional information and
tickets please contact Ol A at 818 342-
0110 or bolsahyel976@gmail.com;
Abril Bookstore (818)243-4112;
Sardarabad Bookstore (818)500-0790
or Berj Bookstore (818) 244-3830 or
www.itsmyseat.com

Maria Mehranian Elected
President of Armenia Fund

Continued frompagel

and Chief Financial Officer for Cordoba
Corporation, a full service civil engi-
neering, construction management, and
program management firm specializ-
ing in transportation, education and
facilities as well as water and energy.

Appointed by California Gover-
nor Jerry Brown, Mehranian has been
serving on the Los Angeles Water
Quality Control Board since 2008,
chairing it in 2012 and 2013.

M ehranian served as Presi dent of
ArmeniaFund, Inc. alsoin 2004-2008,
establishing the Executive Office of
theorganization and laying the corner-
stones for growth. For her extraordi-
nary contribution to furthering Arme-
niaFund'smissioninthe United States
Mrs. Mehranian was recognized with
a Special Commendation by the Presi-
dent of Armenia, Robert Kocharian in
2007.Ms. Mehranianisalsotherecipi-
ent of the Ellislsland Medal of Honor.

"I thank Antranik Baghdassarian
for his hard work and commitment to
the cause of strengthening Armenia's
independent statehood and | welcome
Mrs. Mehranian's election as the new
Chair of Armenia Fund U.S. Western
Region, an affiliate of Hayastan All-
Armenian Fund - an organization that
hasacrucial importancefor Armenia's

and Artsakh's development. Building
upon the successes of the recent years,
Mrs. Mehranian steps in also as a
Special Envoy to deepen the coopera-
tion between the two U.S. affiliates of
Hayastan All-Armenian Fund that has
been discussed during the previous
year, develop the strategic roadmap
and an operational network of the so-
lidified nationwideoperation, elevating
the organization to anew level," - said
Grigor Hovhannissian, the newly ap-
pointed Ambassador of the Republic
of Armeniato the United States.

"I am honored and humbled by
the Corporate Board's unanimous vote
of confidence. | alwaysbelieved that a
big part of Armenia Fund's mission is
to bring together the Armenian
Diasporasbest andthebrightest around
Armenia and Artsakh. As Armenia's
challenges change, so does Armenia
Fund. More and more of the heavy
infrastructure is being built by the
government, allowing Armenia Fund
to concentrate more on development
projects. This takes not only financial
resources, but also the know-how of
many Armenian Americanswho holda
unique and priceless knowledge, so
desperately needed for ensuring
Armenia'slong term development and
competitiveness in the global market-
place." - said Maria M ehranian.

April 2, 2016

Suciyan to Present her New Book

about Armenians in Modern Turkey

GLENDALE,
CA — Visiting pro-
fessor from Mu-
nich, Talin Suciyan
will present her new
book, The Arme-
nians in Modern
Turkey: Post-Geno-
cide Society, Poli- &
ticsand History on
Wednesday, April
13,2016 at 7:30pm
at Abril Bookstore
- 415E. Broadway,
Glendale, CA. Ad-
mission is free with
reception to follow.

Author and
book will beintro-
duced by Manuk
Avedikyan.

The Armenians in Modern Tur-
key explores the life experienced by
Turkey's Armenian communities as
Turkey's great modernisation project
of the 20th century gathered pace.
Suciyan achievesthisthrough analysis
of remarkable new primary material:
Turkish state archives, minutes of the
Armenian National Assembly, akalei-
doscopic series of personal diaries,
memoirs and oral histories, various
Armenian periodical s such as newspa-
pers, yearbooks and magazines, as

APRIL 13, 7:30pm

meet the author:

ABRIL

BOOKSTORE

well as statutes and laws which led to
the continuing persecution of Arme-
nians. The first history of its kind, The
Armenians in Modern Turkey is afresh
contribution to the history of modern
Turkey andtheArmenianexperiencethere.

Talin Suciyanwasbornandraised
inIstanbul. Sheisan Assistant Profes-
sor of Turkish Studies at the Ludwig
Maximilian University of Munich, In-
stitute for Near and Middle Eastern
Studies.

Presented by Abril Bookstore.

Dr. Lerna Ekmekcioglu to Present on

“Survivors into Minorities: Armenians in
Post-Genocide Turkey »

FRESNO --
Dr. Lerna Ekmek-
cioglu, McMillan- |%
Stewart Associate
Professor of His-
tory at the Massa-
chusetts I nstitute of
Technology, will
give a presentation
on “Survivors into
Minorities: Arme-
niansin Post-Geno-
cide Turkey” at
7:30PM onMonday,
April 18,intheUni-

TECOVERINE RAMENDA

LERNL ERMERGIDNLD

versity Business
Center, AlicePetersAuditorium, Room
191, on the Fresno State campus.
The talk follows the trajectories
of the survivors of the 1915 Armenian
Genocide who remained inside Turk-
ish borders after the signing of the
1918 Mudros Armistice (and during
theAllied occupationyearsof Istanbul)
and after the 1923 establishment of the
new country as the Turkish Republic.
How did the Kemalist state treat the
remaining Armenians? What were Ar-
menians' responses to the new (but
also old) Turkish regime? Dr.
Ekmekcioglu will discuss multiple
strategies Armenians-including femi-
nist Armenians-improvised in order
to cohabit with unapologetic perpe-
trators and survive the new Turkey.
Dr. Lerna Ekmekcioglu is
McMillan-Stewart Associate Profes-
sor of History at Massachusetts I nsti-
tute of Technology where she is also

affiliated withthe Women and Gender
Studies Program. She specializes on
Turkish and Armenian lands in the
beginning of the 20th century and the
history of Armenian feminism. In2006
sheco-edited avolumein Turkish about
thefirst five Armenian feminists of the
Ottoman Empireand Turkish Republic.
Her most recent book, Recovering Ar-
menia: TheLimitsof Belongingin Post-
Genocide Turkey, came out from
Stanford University Pressinearly 2016.

The lecture is free and open to
the public. Free parking is available,
using parking code 273615 (go to
parking kiosksin the area) at Fresno
State Lots P5 and P6, near the Uni-
versity Business Center. For more
information about the lecture please
contact the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram at 278-2669, or visit our
website at www.fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudies.

WWW.massi spost.com
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Dedicated to the
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TICKETS

On the occasion of the
101st Commemaoration of the Armenian Genocide

ORGANIZATION OF ISTANBUL ARMENIANS

in coffaboration with
PAN ARMENIAN ORGANIZATIONS

HRANT DINK ORATORIO

Guest of Honor Rakel Dink

Composer: Majag Toshigian
Lyricist: Bercuhi Berberyan

PAN ARMENIAN CHOIR & ORCHESTRA
Artistic & Choir Director- STEPAN GOZUMIAN
Music Director: ARTASHES KARTALIAN

Soprano ALENOUSH YEGHNAZAR
Soprano NADIMA AVAKIAN
Tenor RAFFI KERBABIAN

Saturday, April 16, 2016 at 7:30pm
AMBASSADOR AUDITORIUM

131 5§, Saint John Ave. Pasadena, CA 91105
For maore information & Tickets, Contact (818) 342-0110

www.itsmyseat.com

Abril Bookstore (818) 243-4112
Sardarabad Bookstore (818) 500-0790
Beri Booxstore (818) 244-3830

bolsahye1976@gmail.com

Soloists
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lun3 Uwpw 21-Uwyphp 19

Swpdwynnwywb fuouptipn YpGwlL whwinp Jawubbp hwuglb 2nip-
phGGtpnin, wlnp hwdowp jwpqwihp Gnhp G thnpdk uhpwwhhy
2nipon gunlbnenn wGdtpp: Lwbh dp wnbnGYyniphtGGGp unwgwéd Gu G
ufuwl GGpwnpniphtGGtip Y'pGGu: hunGwph Gnhp:

Pwfunweinp phitipn GG: 10,18,19,22,26

SNnrL Uuwphy 20-Uwjhu 20

UwnwdénidGbpnen nuawnhp prrwpne Gu npwtugh ptipGkn ufuwy fuouptin
shwlbu: dhghpwywl YGwbphn hwdwp, dwpdGwdwnpgqp hhdGwlwb
Ywphp 0pG t: Qnpéhn dty pwlh dp pwpnniphiGlGbp Swqbiny
ndniwpniphtGGbpnt nhdwg whwnh dqt phq:

Pwfunweinp phitipn GG: 7,11,20,29,30

GPrunrNPrcUYy Uwjhu 21-3nLGhu 20

Npn2nitd dp ntGhu weGbne G YGpYdwmpu, pdwunnipbiwbGp Gu ghwnne-
ptwdp downbtghp hwpghl: CGwwlGhphn wlnwiGbpp wknp nlGhG
pbqgh, dwiwbwly npwiwnnpk wbnbGg dinpy pbGne: Uu wpwp Yyunwb-
qwinp Jwgnipbll dp whwh wquwuwnhu:

Pwfunnwenp phibpn GG: 1,20,25,30,33

uE846ShUL 3nLGhu 21-3niL hu 22

dwpubpn G pninp dwwhngniphilGbGtinn h nbpbe whwph GGG Gpp
pGGniphiGGEpnin wpnpllpbbpp unwOwu:  UkGgwnn pwpbthnfut G
wnuwtb| 2thdwh dkp Gnhp wgquywbbtpnin hGwn: SGEghGGpnLG pbnp
ptipticghbint hwdwp, wnwln qnpétpntd dwulwyhg Gnhp:
Pwfunnwenp phibpn GG: 9,14,26,34,35

unkrro 3nithu 23-Oqnuwninu 22

2qwgwlwh qbwnbGh Yypwy wwn funndwé G pniwpwd Gu: 3wbalnck
swywwwaphn Gt wiktd pwl whwh nhipwlwy:  PGwe nnib phq
pwnnwuwniptwl dh nGGp niph2hG hGwn: UGS thnpdwnniphtl dp
whwh nuOGOwu wju wpwp Gu gnpéGiwybpwn pninpndhlG whuwnh
thnfubiu:

Pwfunweinp phitipn GG: 4,6,13,27,31

un3u Oqgnuwninu 23-ULkwwbtdptp 22

Wgtnt dp whwh jhpbglk dwbynipbwln opbpp, npnGp 2w (we G
wgnbghy wwwinpniphtd dqwdé GG Jpwn: UGwlph hnuwlpp pbq
sfuwbquint, qqnjp Gnhp thnpdniphiGltpt: UGAH dp hwlnkw hhwgnid
Up ntGhu G Gpywp dwikp Yp dunwétu pt hGswku Jupnibpnt Gu hbwp:
Pwfunweinp phitipn GG: 18,25,27,32,34

uchne UGwwbGdptp 23-3njunbtdpbp 22

Gpp qpwubiGtwytn GGpu dniinp qnpébu, pnipbiwdp ptq YplGnniGhG
pninpp: - Lywwnwly dp hGunwwlnGnd nnib pbg dfupdwd Gu wpfuw-
wnwlphn wfuwphhb dkp, dnnGwiny pninp 2nipphGGGpn:  UGEG pwG
utynh nhp Gr wennonitbbwln hng wwnp:

Pwfunweinp phitipn GG: 9,14,23,28,33

uurha Inywmbtdptp 23-Lnjtdptp 21
Spwdwnpnipbwln wnwl wwn oqlnnGGp nibhu, Gpp wGnGp Yp YyGpw-
pGphG gnpéhn, (we Jupdwuwnpbpne Gu wlnGg: ULwGphG ptigh LinLwé
LweniphiGGpp  npwtu ninbgnjg weGbind nnib w) pnt Jupghn
ogqunnwlwp Gnhp 2nipphGbtpnin:  Uwwaquwn wwwhnybint Guyk:
Pwfunnwenp phibpn GG: 10,15,16,27,33

uncauvurne Lnjtdpbp 22-9LYwnbdptp 21

UGgbw hG wGd dp dbS wqnbgniphil dqwé £ Yypwn L tnwyuwehG Yyp
hGwnbLhu wanp gnigdnlGplbpniG: Upgwbwy dp Yplwu unwbuwy tpt
hdwuwnniphtln gnpéwétiu: Cwwn nipwfu wpwpwybpe dp niGGGwu
pwnbywdibtGpny G uphpbphGEpnY 2ppwwywiinnLwé:

Pwfunnwenp phibpn GG: 12,21,25,33,35

usocnakrrr NGYwnGdptp 22-3nibGniwp 19

Usptipn ubtnwé Gu hGnnib Gr Gpwqlbpn Uniqbu hpwlywOwglbh:
Npwnhp Gnhp np nuph2hG hwdwp pwgwd Snenwyhn dkp nncl s’ hGuiu:
Up uphpbtiu wnwiown 2wwn Ywbnifu wppbbwy: Ujgbnipbwl dp plpwg-
phb phs dp GenniphtGGEp whwh éwaghl qgnj2 Gnhp:

Pwfuwnweinp phitipn GG: 6,19,24,28,30

onduun3c 3nitlniwp 20-OGwpniwp 19

UhptLhGGpne dhpbic fuwnwnniphtl pGGp 2w Yp uppbu Gr jwdwfu
wlnGg nipwfunipbwl dheongp Ypppwu: UGwbpn pwpGithnfunn pwyjtip
wnOGnt Gu Gu hGpghGpn dhunn gpwn wwhbGint Gu: QupOwb OGS
wOwybyuwbtpnt whwnh hwGnhwhu, nniG ptiq wywuwpwunt;
Pwfunweinp phitipn GG: 2,5,8,22,34

ANFYy OLtwpniwp 20-Uwpunn 20

Uwpwé YGwlph wywjdwbbbpnin wnwy, dhun ywnpwuwn prwpne Gu
wlwybywibtpne:  Gnipon gqulninnGtpniG hGwn jupwpGpniphil-
GGpn qopwgnip npndhGwnbe donn wwnbGEG wkwnp whwnh nlGBEGuwu
wlnbg: hOwdpny wwwpwuwnt fuouptipn Gpp ptdh dpwy whwnp
QLLwu:

Pwfunweinp phitipn GG: 7,16,27,29,33
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