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Armenian Parliament Adopts
New Election Law

YEREVAN (Combined Sources)-
The National Assembly of Armenia has
passed today in the third and final read-
ing a new Electoral Code. The bill was
adopted by 102 votes “for”, 17 “against”
and 3 abstentions. The Armenian parlia-
ment has 131 deputies.

The new Electoral Code was
adopted ahead of the next parliamen-
tary elections slated for 2017, which
are going to be the first national elec-
tions after Armenia’s transition from
the so-called semi-presidential form of
governance to parliamentary republic.

Addressing the legislature today,
the chief of government staff Davit
Harutyunyan said all the proposals,
which were submitted after the dead-
line will also be discussed and if a
consensus is reached they would be
passed as amendments to the law.

Earlier Armenia’s government,
parliamentary opposition parties and
civil society representatives had failed
to reach an agreement on the new
Electoral Code. The opposition and
civic groups sought five safeguards
against vote rigging, including post-
election publication of the names of
those voters who went to the polls and
cast ballots to would preclude multiple
voting by government loyalists. The
proposed measure was rejected by the
governing Republican Party of Arme-
nia (HHK) on grounds that it would
breach the secrecy of ballots.

According to David Harutyunyan,

the new Electoral Code provides for
mechanisms which allow to avoid the
most common forms of fraud reported
in recent years’ Armenian elections
such as ballot stuffing, multiple vot-
ing, and the use of so-called “carou-
sel.”

The new law says also that may-
ors of the second and third largest
towns of Gyumri and Vanadzor will be
elected not through direct vote, but by
their Councils of Elders, as is the case
inthe capital Yerevan. The new parlia-
ment will have MPs elected only under
the proportional system and their num-
ber will be cut to 101.

Each party or party alliance should
introduce asingle national electoral list
of candidates. The Central Election
Commission is to be elected by the
parliament.

Representatives of the Council
of Europe’s Parliamentary Assembly
(PACE) have criticized some key pro-
visions of Armenia’s new Electoral
Code, saying that they could under-
mine “public trust” in next year’s Ar-
menian parliamentary elections.

After a fact-finding visit to
Yerevan, the two Armenia co-
rapporteurs ofthe PACE’s Monitoring
Committee expressed concern this
week at the “complexity” of the code
and its requirements for the formation
of coalition governments.

Continued on page 3

The Motto of Pope Francis Trip to Armenia:
Visit to the First Christian State

YEREVAN — The motto and
logo for His Holiness Pope Francis’
visit to the Republic of Armenia have
been adopted with the corresponding
description. The motto of the visit is:
“Visit to the First Christian State,”
President’s Press Office reports.

Description of the Logo

The logotype for the visit is in the
form of around seal. The Logo depicts
the Monastery of Khor Virap with the
Biblical Mount Ararat at the back-
ground. Saint Gregory the llluminator
was imprisoned inadeep pit in Artashat
for 14 years, where later the Monas-
tery of Khor Virap was built. Saint

Gregory the Illuminator subsequently
became the first Patriarch of the Ar-
menian nation. Through the joint ef-
forts of Saint Gregory and King
Tiridates I11, Christianity was declared
as a state religion in Armenia.

The background colors of the
logo are purple and yellow denoting
the colors of the official flags of the
Armenian Apostolic Church and Ro-
man Catholic Church respectively. The
logo depicts also the Coats of Arms of
the two Churches.

The surrounding engraving denotes
the visit itself- “Pope Francis Armenia
June 24-26, 2016” and the motto “Visit
to the First Christian State.”

Saturday,

May 28, 2016

ACA and GYO Urge German Parliament
to Recognize Genocide

LOS ANGELES - On May 24,
2016 adelegation of Armenian Council
of America and Gaidz Youth Organiza-
tion visited the German Consul Gen-
eral to hand deliver a letter from the
Armenian American community, urg-
ing Chancellor Angela Merkel and the
German Parliament to remain stead-
fast and recognize the Armenian Geno-
cide. Similar letters will be delivered to
German Missions throughout the Ar-
menian Diaspora as well as to German
government representatives and Par-
liamentarians.

Germany’s parliament is set to
vote on a cross-party bill on June 2nd,
recognizing the 1915-1923 Genocide
of Armenians in the Ottoman Turkey.

Thefollowing is the English trans-
lation of the open letter:

Honorable Chancellor Merkel,

In view of the approaching vote
by the German Bundestag on the rec-
ognition of the Armenian Genocide,
the Armenian people are hopeful that
the national government and the coali-
tion partners led by you will formulate

a clear and unambiguous resolution in
the Parliament, in which the crimes
against the Armenian people ARE rec-
ognized as Genocide.

Regrettably, itwas not until 2005
that the subject of the Armenian Geno-
cide was first discussed in the German
Parliament. The subsequent resolution
in June 2005 was accepted by all fac-
tions but fell far short of the expecta-
tions of the Armenian people.

In contrast to the resolution
adopted by the European Parliament in
1987, followed by resolutions of nu-
merous national parliaments, the Ger-
man Parliament refrained from clearly
acknowledging these crimes as Geno-
cide. A further ten years passed before
the Armenian Genocide issue was once
again raised in the German Parliament
on April 24, 2015.

Last year, on the eve of the 100th
anniversary of the Armenian Geno-
cide, German President Joachim
Gauck in his speech at the Berlin Ca-
thedral declared the massacres as Geno-

Continuedon page 3

Biden, Sarkisian Discuss
Karabakh Peace Efforts

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) --U.S. Vice
President Joe Biden phoned President
Serzh Sarkisian on Friday to discuss
international efforts to de-escalate the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and pre-
pare the ground for its peaceful reso-
lution.

According to Sarkisian’s office,
the two men stressed the need for a
“full and effective implementation” of
corresponding agreements that were
reached by the Armenian and
Azerbaijani presidents at their latest
meeting held in Vienna on Monday.

“The parties agreed that the con-
flict can only be resolved in a peaceful
way, within the framework of media-
tion efforts by the [U.S., Russian and
French] co-chairs of the OSCE Minsk
Group,” the office said in a statement.
It gave no other details.

The White House did not imme-
diately issue a readout of the phone
call. It was not clear whether Biden
also held phone talks with Azerbaijani

President Ilham Aliyev.

The Vienna talks were co-hosted
by U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry,
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov and French Secretary of State
for European Affairs Harlem Desir.
Kerry also held separate talks with
Aliyev and Sarkisian just before the
summit.

“Both presidents committed them-
selves to respect the ceasefire, to put in
place important confidence-building
measures, and to begin negotiations next
month that can lead to a comprehensive
settlement,” a U.S. State Department
spokesman said on Tuesday.

Biden met with Sarkisian and
Aliyev in Washington just two days
before the April 2 outbreak of the
heaviest fighting in the Karabakh con-
flict zone since 1994. The Armenian
and Azerbaijani leaders were among 50
heads of state invited to aglobal nuclear
security summit hosted by President
Barack Obama.
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Armenian Militray to Expand Cooperation
with US Army Europe

U.S. Army Europe commander Ben Hodges (C)

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- The com-
mander of the U.S. Army Europe,
Lieutenant General Ben Hodges, dis-
cussed Armenia’sgrowing military ties
with the United States and the recent
escalation of the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict during a visit to Yerevan on
Monday.

According to the Armenian De-
fense Ministry, Hodges and Major
General Lee Tafanelli, the Kansas Na-
tional Guard chiefaccompanying him,
expressed concern at last month’s
heavy fighting in Karabakh when they
met with Defense Minister Seyran
Ohanian.

Ohanian was reported to brief
them on the current situation in the
conflict zone. The United States has
been trying to defuse tensions there
together with Russia and France, the
two other world powers mediating
Armenian-Azerbaijani peace talks.

Ohanian and Hodges agreed to
step up cooperation between Armenia’s
Armed Forces and the U.S. Army Eu-
rope, a Defense Ministry statement
said. It listed multinational peacekeep-
ing operations among the areas of
closer bilateral ties.

Ohanian was reported to point to
U.S. training of Armenian military per-
sonnel and increased Armenian par-
ticipation in NATO’s military exer-
cises. Hodges praised a 32-strong unit

of Armenian military medics which
took part in U.S.-led exercises held in
Germany last month.

During the three-week drills
codenamed Sabre Junction, they simu-
lated evacuation and treatment of
wounded military personnel at a mo-
bile field hospital that was deployed by
them outside Armeniafor the first time
ever. The U.S. military donated the
hospital to an Armenian peacekeeping
brigade in 2007.

The Armenian government ex-
pressed readiness last year to commit
the hospital as well sappers trained to
detect and defuse improvised explo-
sive devices (IEDs) planted by “ter-
rorist groups” for and multinational
peacekeeping operations. Armenian
army medics and demining experts
will undergo additional training, pre-
sumably by U.S. and other NATO
instructors, for that purpose.

U.S. instructors already trained
last year the first group of 12 teaching
personnel for the Armenian army’s
newly established paramedic school.
Ohanian personally attended their
graduation ceremony.

U.S.-Armenian military coopera-
tion appears to have been largely unaf-
fected so far by Western powers’
standoff with Russia, Armenia’s main
military ally, over the conflict in
Ukraine.

ArmenialJoins Horizon 2020

to Work with EU

BRUSSELS, --
Researchers and inno-
vatorsfrom Armeniawill
now have full access to
Horizon 2020, the EU's
research and innovation
funding programme,
under the same condi-
tions as their counter-
parts from EU Member
States and other associ-
ated countries.

The agreement
associating Armeniato
Horizon 2020 was
signed today by Carlos Moedas, Euro-
pean Commissioner for Research, Sci-
ence and Innovation, and Levon
Mkrtchyan, Armenian Minister for Edu-
cation and Science.

Commissioner Moedas said: "EU
research, science and innovation is open
to the world for collaboration. Armenia
is now the 16th country associated to
Horizon 2020, the world's largest public

in Research and Innovation

funding programme for research and
innovation. This will bring new and
different expertise and ideas, and enrich
our international research cooperation.”

Johannes Hahn, Commissioner for
European Neighbourhood Policy and
Enlargement Negotiations, said:
"Through Horizon 2020, research insti-
tutions and the private sector in Armenia
will have a unique opportunity to access

May 28, 2016

Turkish Parliament Passes Bill to Strip
Immunity of Opposition Members
Garo Paylan: This is a Coup

HDP MP Garo Paylan

ANKARA -- The Turkish Parlia-
ment has approved a controversial
constitutional amendment to lift the
immunity of 139 MPs, with all eyes
now turning to ajudicial process that
would see the arrest of deputies from
the Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP)
on terror-related charges and an an-
ticipated wave of social unrest,
Hurriyet daily reports.

Some 376 out of 550 deputies
voted in favor of the motion in the
second and final vote on May 20,
comfortably passing the required 367
majority to have it approved without
the need to go to a referendum.

Proposed by the 316-seat ruling
Justice and Development Party (AKP)
and heavily backed by the 40-seat
Nationalist Movement Party (MHP), it
received around 20 votes from the
Republican People’s Party (CHP). Only
HDP deputies did not vote in favor.

Bulent Turan, deputy parliamen-
tary group leader of the AKP, con-
gratulated all lawmakers for the ap-
proval of the move. “It’s not appropri-
ate to compare today’s move with
1990s,” Turan said, in reference to the
arrest of four Kurdish lawmakers after
their immunities were removed at par-
liament.

HDP co-leader Selahattin Demirtas
repeated their decision that no HDP
lawmaker would go voluntarily to the
office of prosecutors to give testimony.
HDP also said that it would take the
issue to the Constitutional Court.

Just before the conclusion of the
vote in parliament, President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan said in a speech in
Black Sea province of Rize that the
people did not want “criminal” law-
makers in the legislature, so he was

funding for cutting edge research and
development. The opening of Horizon
2020 to Armenia is a concrete example
of the EU's commitment to further en-
hance its relationship with Armenia."

This Agreement allows for
Armenia's enhanced cooperation with
the EU inresearch and innovation, which
are vital for successful and modern
economies. It shows the commitment of
the Union to develop the scientific and
innovation capacity of its partners asso-
ciated to the programme. It also repre-
sents another step towards reaching the
EU goal ofopening research and innova-
tion to the world.

Armeniahas until nowbeen able to
participate in Horizon 2020 only as a

expecting lawmakers vote in favor of
the move.

Garo Paylan: This is a Coup

HDP Istanbul MP Garo Paylan
assessed the voting that clears the way
for lifting the parliamentary immunity,
saying that this is a coup and CHP
supported it.

Speaking to Agos about the re-
sults, Paylan said that AKP MPs were
forced to vote openly once again and
this affected the result. “In the first
round, AKP's strategy was to force all
of its MPs to vote openly. About 50
AKP MPs were planning to vote against
the bill, but they couldn't have done it.
AKP wanted to reveal that the ones
voting against the bill were CHP mem-
bers. Since then, they had been trying
to make CHP look like they are sup-
porting terrorism and they oppressed
CHP.”

Paylan said. “We won't go to the
court by ourselves, but if they force us
to go, there would be nothing to be
done. The ones who are old enough to
have seen what happened in the parlia-
ment in '90s know the results. In order
to defend our supporters’ will, we
won't go to the courts which this
oppressive law commands us to go.
The ones who voted in favor are re-
sponsible for this.”

Paylan said that since this amend-
ment is against the constitutional law,
they will try to appeal to the Constitu-
tional Court. However, he also said that
he doesn't think that they will be able to
get enough signatories for it: “We need
100 MPs for appealing. If CHP takes
the bill to the Constitutional Court even
as amere formality, it would be enough
to reverse the decision.”

third country. This means its entities
have not counted towards the minimum
number of participants required for a
project, and have not had access to some
important parts of the programme such
as support to innovative businesses. Its
representatives have not had access to
key policy bodies.

Thanks to this agreement, its re-
search institutes, universities and indi-
vidual researchers will now have access
to all opportunities offered by Horizon
2020 indiverse areas, from fundamental
science to demonstration projects, on an
equal footing with researchers and
organisations from EU Member States
and other countries associated to the
programme.
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Pontian Greek Genocide Commemorated
in Armenia

YEREVAN -- The 100th anniver-
sary of the Genocide of Pontic Greeks
was commemorated in Armenia today.
Representatives of the Greek commu-
nity of Armenia, several National As-
sembly MPs, representatives of the Ar-
menian police and Ministry of Emer-
gency Situations visited Tsitsernakaberd
Memorial Complex to respect the
memory of the victims of the Greek
genocide.

Eduard Sharmazanov, Vice-
Speaker of the National Assembly of
Armenia, stated that the Armenians
and the Greeks need to fight together
at international platforms, to achieve
recognition of the first genocides of
the 20th century.

“Greeks understand the Armenian
pain and the Greek MPs were among the
firsttovisit Yerablu Pantheonand Artsakh
after the four-day military actions un-
leashed by Azerbaijan,” Sharmazanov
said.

He added that Turkey today also
continues its denial policy. “Today’s
Turkey continues its criminal policy.
Turkey supports both the “lIslamic
State” and Azerbaijan, keeps Armenia
in blockade. All this shows that since
the perpetrator of that crime has not
been punished yet, there is a danger of
new genocides. We call the world that
we should end double standards, we
should fight against Turkish denial
policy. Only in this case we will not

have new Erdogans and Aliyevs. To-
day we should manage to unite all the
efforts of people who were committed
to genocides”, Sharmazanov stated.

Greek Ambassador to Armenia
loannis Taghis said May 19 is the
100th anniversary of the Greek geno-
cide. “Today we remember and pay
tribute to the memory of the victims of
the Greek genocide. These tragic events
started in 1916 and continued until
1923. Nearly 350.000 Greeks living in
the Ottoman Empire were killed and
were exiled during thattime. The Geno-
cides of Armenians and Greeks which
has been committed at the same pe-
riod, are one of most tragic events in
the history of mankind”, the Ambassa-
dor stated.

The Chairman of “Patrida” orga-
nization of Greeks in Armenia and
Nagorno Karabakh Edward Polatov
noted that the same genocidal country
stood behind the April military actions.
He stressed that the international com-
munity should condemn the genocides
committed at the turn of the 20th
century instead of closing its eyes.

The Armenian National Assem-
bly unanimously condemned the Greek
Genocide in 2015.

The atrocities against the Pontian
Greeks started in 1916 and continued
until 1923. Nearly 350.000 Greeks
living in the Ottoman Empire were
killed and were exiled during that time.

ACA and GYO Urge German Parliament
to Recognize Genocide

Continued from page 1

cide. The following day, on April 24,
2015, during the debate in the Parlia-
ment, representatives of all factions
followed the President’s lead in ac-
knowledging the massacres as Geno-
cide, but unfortunately the parliament
was unable to agree upon a closing
resolution.

In 2005, the Parliament accepted
partial responsibility for the elimina-
tion of the Armenian people in the
Ottoman Empire. In view of the his-
torical importance of this fact, the
Armenian people find the current stance
of the German government unaccept-
able and incomprehensible. This stance
is unbecoming to a country where the
commemorative culture has such a
high value. The Armenian people ex-
pect that the German Government and
all Parliamentary parties will finally
show enough courage to officially rec-
ognize the events of 1915 for what
they were: Genocide.

In 2005, France took a clear
stand and officially recognized the
events as Genocide despite tremen-
dous pressures by the Turkish govern-
ment. If Germany declines to recog-
nize these crimes as Genocide, we can
only view this decision as an act of
appeasement toward Turkey, very
much like the period between 1915 and
1918, when Germany did nothing to
prevent or stop the slaughter of Arme-
nians out of consideration to its Turk-
ish allies. Former Chancellor Bethmann
Hollweg wrote at the time “Our only
goal is to KEEP Turkey as an ally until
the end of the war, indifferent to
whether the Armenians perish or not.”

Recently, the Chairman of the
CDU/CSU Faction stated in a newspa-
per interview that his faction will put
forward a motion in the Parliament on
June 2nd, 2016 in which the crimes
against the Armenian people will be
recognized as Genocide. He has also
stated that Germany will not bow to
Turkish pressure. We are optimistic that

Philanthropist Edward Avedisian
Receives Ellis Island Medal of Honor

PARAMUS, NJ -- The Ellis Is-
land Medal of Honor has been awarded
each year since 1986. It recognize
individuals who have made it their
mission to share with those less fortu-
nate their wealth of knowledge, in-
domitable courage, boundless com-
passion, unique talents and selfless
generosity; all the while maintaining
the traditions of their ethnic heritage as
they embody the American Dream.

This year, Edward Avedisian was
not only one of the distinguished recipi-
ents of the Ellis Island Medal of Honor,
but was one of a very select few invited
to give his personal remarks at the cer-
emony. The ceremony was held on Ellis
Island on Saturday, May 7.

The professional career of Mr.
Avedisian spans four disciplines: aper-
forming symphonic musician, teach-
ing at the university level, arts admin-
istration, as well as investing and phi-
lanthropy. He retired after 30 years of
service as clarinetist with the Boston
Pops and 43 seasons with the Boston
Ballet Orchestra. Outside ofthe United
States, he has appeared as soloist with
the Armenian State Philharmonic, the
Armenian Radio and TV Orchestra and
the National Chamber Orchestra of
Armenia, and was visiting artist to
Boston’sssister city ofHangzhou, China,
in 1998.

His success as a private investor
led him to establish endowments and
award grants to a number of nonprofit
organizations. At the American Uni-
versity of Armenia (AUA) he fully
funded the Center for Health Studies &
Research and the Center for Business
Research & Development. He was
principal benefactor and chair of the
construction committee (2005-2009)
of the new 100,000 sqg. ft. Paramaz
Avedisian Building and was appointed to
the Presidential Search Committee for
AUA by Dr. C. Judson King, former
Provost of the University of California
and Chair ofthe AUA Board of Trustees.

Others ofnote include the founder
and principal benefactor of both the
Khoren and Shooshanig Avedisian K-
12 School and Community Center in
Malatia-Sepastia, Armenia (a seven-

building complex), and sole benefac-
tor and chair of the AUA Oversight
Committee for the Nork Marash Medi-
cal Center (bringing the Hospital up to
U.S. standards in 2004-2005). Mr.
Avedisian also serves as Trustee for
the American University of Armenia,
and as Board member of the Armenian
Missionary Association of America.
As afounder and sole supporter of the
Friends of the American University of
Armenia, his contributions include a
complete renovation ofthe High School
in Haghtanag Village (2008-2009) and
the installation of acluster oflights and
trees at the Didzernaghapert Armenian
Genocide Memorial. He has twice been
awarded the Movses Khorentasi Medal
by Armenia’s President Sargsyan for
Contributions to Education, Culture,
Literature and the Arts in 2008 and
2014. In the United States, key en-
deavors are: established the Paramaz
Avedisian Pharmacy Scholarship at
the University of Rhode Island, Boston
University Medical School (Chobanian
Professorship) and BU Tanglewood
Scholarship, and an endowed chair for
the Boston Ballet Orchestra.

Mr. Avedisian was born in 1937
in Pawtucket, RI, where he attended
public school and served as president
of his graduating class. He furthered
his education on a scholarship to Bos-
ton University where he earned his BM
and MM degrees. Edward is married to
Pamela Wood and they currently re-
side in Lexington, MA.

Armenian Parliament Adopts New Election Law

Continuedfrom page 1

“The new election system and
electoral code, if implemented prop-
erly, could usher in an important new
phase in Armenia’s democratic devel-
opment,” Alan Meale and Giuseppe
Galati said in ajoint statement. “At the
same time we fully concur with the
[Council of Europe] Venice
Commission’s concerns about the
complexity of the code, which could
have an impact on public trust in the
electoral system.”

Meale and Galati also took issue
with a provision in the Electoral Code
stipulating that coalition governments
can be formed by no more than three
Armenian parties or blocs winning a

the CDU/CSU faction will position its
decision around this clear statement and
urge you and your Government not to be
influenced by the threats and blackmail

combined majority of parliament seats.
Those parties would also have to reach
power-sharing agreements within days
after the first round of voting in parlia-
mentary elections.

The PACE rapporteurs believe
that election contenders would have
“very little time” to cut coalition deals.
“They therefore welcomed indications
that the period to form a coalition
would be extended and called upon the
ruling majority to consider dropping
the three-party limit to form a govern-
ment after the first round,” said the
statement.

Meale and Galati met with Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian, other senior Ar-
menian officials, opposition leaders
and civil society representatives.

attempts of the Turkish Government,
and follow the example of other Euro-
pean institutions and Parliaments in rec-
ognizing the Armenian Genocide.
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NAASR Looks to the Future
at Its Annual Meeting

BELMONT, MA -- The National
Association for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR) held its 62rd As-
sembly of Members on Saturday, May
14, 2016, in Belmont, MA, and wel-
comed five highly accomplished new
members to its 27-member Board of
Directors. The newly elected Board
members are: philanthropist Edward
Avedisian of Lexington, MA; author
and activist Nancy Kricorian of New
York City, NY; co-organizer of the
first Armenian Genealogy conference
George Aghjayan of Westminster, MA,
engineer and community activist Jirair
Balayan of Auburn, MA; and distin-
guished scholar Dr. Bedross Der
Matossian of Lincoln, NE.

“We are honored to welcome
Board members of this caliber as we
set our course for the next 60 years,”
said the new Chairman of the Board
Yervant Chekijian, ofWatertown, MA.
Chekijian replaces Raffi Yeghiayan,
who is stepping down after six years
of faithful service and conscientious
leadership as Chairman. Yeghiayan will
remain active as an advisor on
NAASR’s Executive Committee.

Engaging Talk by

Amb. Rouben Shougarian

Preceding the Board elections
were thoughtful remarks from former
Ambassador Rouben Shougarian of
Tufts University’s Fletcher School of
Law and Diplomacy, Armenia’s first
Ambassador to the United States (1993-

99). Amb. Shougarian acknowledged
the increasingly fruitful cooperation
he has enjoyed with NAASR as he
began his talk entitled, “Building aNew
Generation of Armenian Leaders
through the Tavitian Scholarship Pro-
gram at the Fletcher School.” All 15 of
the current Tavitian scholars from
Armenia, as well as alumna Olya
Yordanyan, were present as NAASR'’s
guests, and introduced themselves. This
is the 17thgroup of Tavitian scholars,
who now number over 250, most in key
leadership positions in Armenia, as Amb.
Shougarian pointed out. While detailing
several major crises Armenia has faced
recently, he found cause for hope in
Armenia’s strong response and in the
talent of the first generation of scholars
born in independent Armenia. Ani’s of
Belmont catered the luncheon.

Reports were also presented at
the Assembly concerning NAASR’s
ongoing efforts to further Armenian
studies, research, and publication. The
outgoing Board members were thanked
for their dedication and commitment:
Dr. Geri Lyn Ajemian, of Watertown,
MA, Director of Curriculum, Littleton
Public Schools; Adi Ignatius, of Brook-
Ilyn, NY, and Cambridge, MA, Editor-
in-Chief, Harvard Business Review;
Bertha Mugurdichian, of Providence,
RI, retired nurse educator and NAASR
member since 1958; and Dr. James
Russell, of Cambridge, longtime
Mashtots Professor of Armenian Stud-
ies, Harvard University.

AGBU V&T MHS Achieves
100% College Admission Acceptance Rate

PASADENA -- The May 2016
college admission results for AGBU
V&T MHS are in...and the news is
great. The school has achieved an

enviable 100% admission rate for the
graduating class of 2016, with stu-
dents earning seats in the lvy League,
other elite private institutions, and

May 28, 2016

EyeCare Project Hosts Glendale Event
to Thank Supporters

GLENDALE -- On May 12, the
Armenian EyeCare Project hosted a
small gathering in Glendale at the
home of Michael and Mari Sahakian.
The evening was a way of sharing
the Project’s accomplishments with
friends and donors and thanking
those in the Glendale and Pasadena
area for their longtime and loyal
support.

Dr. Roger Ohanesian, an oph-
thalmologist in Laguna Hills and
Founder and Chairman of the Arme-
nian EyeCare Project, talked to guests
at the gathering as they looked out
over a gorgeous view of the Los
Angeles Basin and dined on hors
d’oeuvres and dessert.

Discussing the enormity — and
the profound significance — of the
Project’s accomplishments, Dr.
Ohanesian talked about how, over the
past nearly 25 years, the EyeCare
Project has changed the landscape of
eye care in Armenia, which has en-
abled them to transition from a Soviet
system of centralized health care to a
Western system with new funding and
delivery systems.

Dr. Ohanesian also discussed
the organization’s many accomplish-
ments in Armenia including seven sub-
specialty eye clinics currently operat-
ing in Yerevan; the Center of Excel-
lence for the Prevention of Childhood
Blindness, which opened its doors in
Yerevan in 2010; the cutting-edge
Mobile Eye Hospital which travels
throughout Armenia to reach those

top public schools.

Admission rates to elite universi-
ties have become dismal, as schools
compete to have the lowest rates and
thus be deemed the "most competi-
tive." Finding an excellent college-pre-
paratory school is at a premium as
these rates continue to decrease.

AGBU Vatche & Tamar Manoukian
High School has found success.

Seniors have gained acceptance
to George Washington University as
well as NYU, USC, UC Berkeley, and
UCLA, among others. In addition, stu-
dents have received offers from IVY
League schools, including the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania and Cornell.

AGBU V&T MHS is especially
proud to have earned a seat at Stanford
University, which has a 4.69% ac-
ceptance rate, the lowest in the coun-
try. So low is the rate that on March
30, New York Timesjournalist Frank

living outside the capital; and — its
biggest project yet — the five Re-
gional Eye Clinics currently being
developed throughout Armenia so
those living in remote regions of the
country will have access to quality
eye care.

As the Project implements each
of its programs it is evident there is a
common thread — enabling Arme-
nians to have, within a few years,
self-sustaining quality eye care
throughout the country.

Dr. Ohanesian also shared some
impressive statistics with guests:
Through the Mobile Eye Hospital
alone, nearly 800,000 patients —
580,000 adults and 225,000 children
— have been cared for of which
more than 50,000 patients had sur-
gery and 120,000 received eyeglasses
at no cost. At the Project’s subspe-
cialty clinics in Yerevan — Retina,
Glaucoma, Corneal-Uveitis, Pediat-
rics and more — nearly 80,000 pa-
tients are seen each year and more
than 5,000 infants have been screened
and treated for ROP at the Center of
Excellence for the Prevention of
Childhood Blindness.

With two of the five Regional
Eye Clinics already funded — the
Haig Boyadjian Eye Clinic in ljevan,
Tavush and the John and Hasmik
Mgrdichian Eye Clinic in Spitak, Lori
— the EyeCare Project is 40 percent
of the way toward its “Five-for-Five”
goal — five clinics infive years for $5
million.

Bruni was prompted to write an op-ed
piece sarcastically stating that
Stanford's acceptance rates "plum-
meted all the way to its inevitable
conclusion of O percent.”

AGBU V&T MHS Spartans have
proudly disproved Bruni and, consid-
ering that the student body is a mere
168, are even prouder of the achieve-
ment.

These are the Spartans' best re-
sults to date and function as a capstone
achievement for the school's decade-
long mission to "cultivate the potential
of each student-scholar.”

AGBU Vatche & Tamar Ma-
noukian High School serves the
Armenian community of the San
Gabriel Valley. It is celebrating its
tenth year-its "Decade of Tri-
umph"-instilling an appreciation for
Armenian identity and promoting
Armenian culture.
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