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Pope Francis Concludes Historic Pilgrimage to Armenia

'Never Forget Victims Of Armenian Genocide'

YEREVAN -- Pope Francis pub-
licly reiterated on Friday hisview that
the 1915 mass killings and deporta-
tions of Armenians in the Ottoman
Empire constituted genocide.

Visiting Armenia, Pope Francis
recalled an April 2015 mass at the
Vatican’s St. Peter’'s Basilica during
which he referred to the deaths of
some 1.5 million Armenians as “the

first genocide of the 20th century.”

“Sadly, that tragedy, that geno-
cide, was the first of the deplorable
series of catastrophes of the past cen-
tury, made possible by twisted racial,
ideological or religiousaimsthat dark-
ened the minds of the tormentors even
tothepoint of planning theannihilation
of entirepeoples,” hesaid after ameet-
ing with President Serzh Sarkisian.

“l pay homage to the Armenian
peoplewho, illuminated by thelight of
the Gospel, even at the most tragic
moments of their history, have always
found in the cross and resurrection of
Christ the strength to rise again and
take up their journey anew with dig-
nity,” the pontiff in aspeech delivered
at the presidential palacein Y erevan.

The pope also drew parallels be-
tween past sufferings of the Armenian
people and the ongoing persecution of
Christiansin the Middle East.

“Today Christians in particular,
perhaps even more than at the time of
the first martyrs, in some places expe-
rience discrimination and persecution
for the mere fact of professing their
faith,” he said. At the same time, all
too many conflicts in various parts of
the world remain unresolved, causing
grief, destruction and forced migra-
tions of entire peoples.”

“The Armenian people have ex-
perienced these situations firsthand,;
they have known suffering and pain;
they have known persecution; they
preserved not only the memory of past
hurts, but also the spirit that has en-
abled them alwaysto start over again,”
added the pontiff.

Pope Francis had arrived in Ar-
meniafor athree-day visit on June 24.
Hewasgreeted at Y erevan’ sZvartnots
airport by President Serzh Sarkisian
and Catholicos Karekin 11, the head of
the Armenian Church.

Pope Francis and Catholicos
Karekin then headed to the Holly See
of Etchmiadzin to attended areligious
ceremony in the Mother cathedral.

On Saturday, Pope Francis vis-
ited the Tsitsernakabert Armenian
Genocide memorial together with
President Serzh Sarkisian and
Catholicos Garegin 11, the supreme

head of the Armenian Apostolic
Church. He laid a wreath and prayed
for the victims of genocide.

Pope Francis then left a hand-
written message in the guestbook of
the Armenian Genocide Museum-In-
stitute adjacent to the memorial. “May
God preserve the memory of the Ar-
menian people,” he wrote in Italian.
“The memory cannot be stained or
forgotten. The memory is a source of
peace and future.”

He also wrote: "Here | pray with
sorrow in my heart so that a tragedy
like this never again occurs, so that
humanity will never forget and will
know how to defeat evil with good."

Meanwhile, crowdsfilled amain
square in the northwestern city of
Gyumri on June 25 for Pope Francis's
only public Catholic Mass during his
three-day trip to Armenia.

Pope Francis ended his three-
day pilgrimage of peace to Armenia
with avisit to Khor Virap (Deep Pit),
an Armenian monastery some twenty
miles south of Y erevan near the closed
border with Turkey inthe Ararat Plain.

Catholicos Karegin |l accompa-
nied Pope Francis to the monastery
which is built at the site of a dungeon
where Gregory the Illuminator, the
first Armenian Catholicos, had been
imprisoned before convincing King
Tiridates 111 to adopt Christianity as
Armenia’ sstatereligion.

Earlier in the day, Pope Francis

Continued on page3

Turkey Accuses
Pope Francis of
‘Crusader Mentality’

ANKARA -- Turkey's Deputy
Prime Minister saysthat Pope Francis
describingtheWorld War | -erakillings
of 1.5million Armeniansasagenocide
is a "great disgrace” which Ankara
does not “take seriously.”

Inthefirst public responsefrom
the Turkish government since Pope
Francis used the term while meeting
with Armenia's political |eaders Fri-
day, Nurettin Canikli said Saturday:
"We will not take this declaration
seriously."

“Thegoal istosqueeze Turkeyin
thecorner,” Canikli said, accusing Pope
Francisof siding with European Union
values. “It is, unfortunately, possible
to see all the reflections and traces of
crusader mentality intheactionsof the
papacy and the pope.”

"It is not compatible with real-
ity,” Canikli saidinaninterview posted
with the Turkish Hurriyet news
website. "We all know it. The whole
world knows it, including the Arme-
nians.”

Canikli continued: "Inour history
there does not exist something of this
type. It is not possible because our
faith and our traditions absolutely re-
ject these types of things from the
start."

The head of the Roman Catholic
Church, described the massacre of
Armenians as genocide, “made pos-
sible by twisted racial, ideological or
religiousaimsthat darkened the minds
of the tormentors.”

Russia Denies Azeri Claims of
Agreement on Karabakh

MOSCOW (RFE/RL)—Russia's
Foreign Ministry on Thursday rejected
as"“unscrupulous” asenior Azerbaijani
official’ sclaim that thisweek’ sArme-
nian-Azerbaijani summit in Saint Pe-
tersburg resulted in an agreement on
Nagorno-Karabakh favorableto Baku.

Novruz Mammadov, Azerbaijani
President Ilham Aliyev’ schief foreign
policy aide, said on Wednesday that
Aliyev and his Armenian counterpart
Serzh Sarkisian agreed “in principle”
on a phased solution to the Karabakh
conflict.

Mammadov told Azerbaijani tele-
visionthat the peaceful settlement will
involve a gradual liberation of seven
districts around Karabakh that were
fully or partly occupied by Karabakh
Armenian forces in 1992-1994.
“Karabakh’s statuswill be determined
after that,” he added vaguely.

Armenian Foreign Minister Ed-
ward Nalbandian was quick to brush
aside Mammadov’ sremarks. He said
that “no agreement on the conflict’s
resolution was reached at the Saint
Petersburg summit” hosted by Rus-

sian President Vladimir Putin on
Monday.

The Russian Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman, Maria Zakharova, de-
nied the Azerbaijani claimsin equally
categorical terms. “This is an attempt
by the Azerbaijani sideto interpret the
understandings reached [in Saint Pe-
tersburg] in a peculiar fashion,” she
told reporters in Moscow.

Zakharova pointed to atrilateral

Continued on page4
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Azerbaijan Rejects Key Measure
to Prevent Karabakh Fighting
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backtracking on an agreement reached
with Armenia and the U.S., Russian
and French mediators, Azerbaijani
President [Ilham Aliyev has again spo-
ken out against international investiga-
tions of ceasefire violations around
Nagorno-Karabakh.

Aliyev also made clear over the
weekendthat Azerbaijanwill not agree
to the deployment by the Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope of alarge number of monitorson
the Karabakh frontlines and the Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani border.

The United States, Russia and
France have been pressing for these
safeguards since the outbreak in early
April of the heaviest fighting in the
Karabakh conflict zone since 1994.
They are keen to prevent another esca-
lation of the conflict that could degen-
erate into an all-out war.

The issue dominated Aliyev's
meeting with his Armenian counter-
part Serzh Sarkisian that was held in
Vienna on May 16 in the presence of
U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry,
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov and French Secretary of State
for European Affairs Harlem Desir.

In ajoint statement issued after
those talks, Kerry, Lavrov and Desir
said Aliyev and Sarkisian “agreed to
finalizeintheshortest possibletimean
OSCE investigative mechanism.” The
two presidents also agreed to expand
an OSCE mission monitoring the shaky
ceasefire, said the statement.

Aliyev contradicted the media-
tors statement, however, when he
addressed Azerbaijani military person-
nel in Baku on Saturday. “Asregardsa
mechanism for investigating [armed)]
incidents which the Armenians have
set as a condition, | think that thereis

BAKU (RFE/RL) -- Seemingly

no need for that at this stage,” he said
remarks cited by Azerbaijani news
agencies.

“Whatisthepointof doingthat?” he
said. “If theideaisto ‘freeze' theconflict
and take someadditional measuresonthe
Line of Contact, then Azerbaijan will
certainly not agree to that.”

Bakuwill allow OSCE investiga-
tionsonly if the Armeniansand media-
tors set “time frames for the liberation
of our territories,” added Aliyev. He
also made clear that the OSCE will be
allowed to deploy only a few more
field representativesperiodically moni-
toring the ceasefire regimein the con-
flict zone.

The OSCE’ sexisting monitoring
mission headed by Andrzej] Kasprzyk
numbers several officers.

Aliyev had repeatedly rejected
the proposed safeguards, strongly
backed by Armenia, even before the
April escalation, sayingthat they would
only cement the status quo and thus
play into the Armenians’ hands.

His latest remarks on the issue
came the day after the U.S., Russian
and French co-chairs of the OSCE
Minsk Group urged both sidestoimple-
ment the confidence-building measures
that were agreed at Vienna and a fol-
low-up Aliyev-Sarkisian meeting held
in Saint Petersburg on June 20.

“We also urge progress in sub-
stantive talks and on a proposal to
establish an OSCE investigative
mechanism,” the co-chairs said in a
joint statement.

Official Y erevandid notimmedi-
ately react to Aliyev’s latest rejection
of that mechanism.

Aliyev also declared on Saturday
that Karabakh must remain a part of
Azerbaijan while enjoying “a certain
status.”

Armenian Interest Rate Continues To Fall

YEREVAN -- The Central Bank
of Armenia (CBA) on Tuesday low-
ered itsbenchmark interest rate for the
fourthtimethisyear amid accelerating
consumer price deflation registered in
the country.

The CBA’s governing board cut
the refinancing rate by 0.25 percent-
age points to 7.5 percent. The three
previous rate cuts were announced in
May, March and February.

The minimum cost of borrowing
stood at 6.75 percent when the Arme-
nian dram began weakening against
the U.S. dollar in October 2014 amid
falling cash remittances from Arme-

nian migrant workers in Russia. The
CBA raiseditto 9.5 percentin January
2015 and 10.5 percent in February
2015, a move that helped to stabilize
the Armenian currency’s exchange
rate.

The Central Bank began gradu-
ally easing its monetary policy in Au-
gust 2015. The authoritiesin Y erevan
have since reported a steady decrease
ininflation.

In astatement explaining thelat-
est rate cut, the CBA said the national
consumer price index was actually
down by 2.1 percent year on year as of
the end of May.
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Armenian Bar Association Statement
in Support of Jirayr Sefilian

LOS ANGELES -- The rule of
law demands that the courtroom re-
main faithfully in the service of the
law—not of political stratagem.

The Armenian Rights Watch
Committee (ARWC) of the Armenian
Bar Association is closely monitoring
therecent arrest and pretrial detention
in Yerevan of the 1990s Karabakh
War’s Shushi Battalion Commander,
Jirayr Sefilian. Criminal charges, pur-
suantto Armenia sCriminal Code Sec-
tion 235, part 2, were reportedly filed
against Mr. Sefilian on June 22, 2016.
The timing of the imprisonment coin-
cides with the June 20 trilateral meet-
ing in St. Petersburg, behind closed
doors, reportedly focused on “reach-
ing a settlement to the Nagorno-
Karabagh conflict.”

To be clear, it is not lost on the
ARWC that theformer Karabakh com-
mander, Mr. Sefilian, is afierce critic
of theruling authoritiesintheRepublic
of Armenia. It isalso not lost on the
ARWOC that the arrest of any outspo-
ken critic of a political regime raises
concerns as to proper motive and reg-
uisite probable cause underlying the
chargeslevied. Recent news that Mr.
Sefilian will be detained prior to trial
only heightens the ARWC' s attention

to the matter.

We expect that Mr. Sefilian will
be afforded access to legal counsel
and that any charges are adjudicated
transparently, speedily and with full

adherence to due process. If the
Republic is to adhere to democratic
principles and the rule of law, it is
incumbent upon its ruling authorities
to insure that allegations brought in a
court of law, without more, neither
serve as amuzzle for silencing policy
critics nor as an instrument for sup-
pressing political opposition.
Armenian Rights Watch
Committee -ARWC
Armenian Bar Association

U.S. and Armenia Work Together
to Prevent Proliferation of Weapons of
Mass Destruction

YEREVAN—

The United States
Department of De-
fense, the National
Security Service of
Armenia (NSS),
and the Armenian
Border Guardsheld
aceremony onJune
22, 2016, to mark
the completion of a
two-year, $9.35mil-
lion effort aimed at
reducing the threat of weapons of mass
destruction (WMD) by safeguarding
Armenia’ s northern border with Geor-
gia. The two-year effort focused on
enhancingtheArmenianborder agency’s
capabilitiestodeter, detect, and interdict
WMD and related materials.

“Today we cel ebrate the comple-
tion of two years of extensive coop-
erationincounteringthethreat of illicit
trafficking of weapons of mass de-
struction through the border between
Armeniaand Georgia,” said U.S. Am-
bassador to ArmeniaRichard Mills, Jr.
during thecompl etion ceremony. “ The
United Statesand Armeniaareworking
together toward common goals of de-
mocracy and prosperity, security and
peace bothin Armeniaandintheregion.
Our security cooperation is robust, and
we remain committed to an open and
enduring partnership with Armenia.”

Dawn Brown, chief of the Build-
ing Partnerships Division at the U.S.
Defense Threat Reduction Agency
(DTRA), also expressed satisfaction
with the successful bilateral coopera-
tion between the two countries. The
project was implemented by DTRA’s
Cooperative Threat Reduction, Weap-

ons of Mass Destruction— Prolifera-
tion Prevention Program. Throughthis
effort, they provided Armenian border
guardswith equipment to detect WMD,
aswell astoolsto aid in the communi-
cations, surveillance, mobility, tactical
infrastructure, and post and patrol
operations. The border guards also
received training on the use and main-
tenance of the equipment.

Theinstallation of asecurewire-
| ess broadband network along the bor-
der has greatly improved the commu-
nications capabilities of the Armenian
Border Guards, allowing improved
communication between its patrol
units, outposts, regional command fa-
cilities, and national headquarters in
Yerevan. Fixed and mobile surveil-
lance camera equipment has also en-
hanced their capacity to operatearound
the clock. And new patrol and all-
weather vehicles were given to the
Armenian Border Guards to expand
their ability to patrol remote areas of
the border and respond to events.

Since 2011, the U.S. and the Ar-
menian Border Guards have been work-
ingtogether under theCooperative Threat
Reduction Program.
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Armenian Writing Removed from
Tuzluca Province Entrance Signboard

ISTANBUL (Agos) — On the
entrance and exit of Tuzlucaprovince,
which borders Armenia, Tuzluca Mu-
nicipality put asignreading “welcome”
and “good bye” in Turkish, English,
Kurdish and Armenian on September
2015. Yesterday, fire brigade of the
municipality removed the Armenian
part. It is claimed that the writing is
removed because of the reactions of
some Azerbaijani people living in the
province.

TheArmenianwriting onthesign
was put by the decision of the munici-
pality in 2015. On October 21, the
lettersin “good bye” (8wnbtunipjnLh)
were damaged by some unidentified

person or persons.

Agos daily called Tuzluca Mu-
nicipality for getting information, but
they told usthat they don’t want to talk
about it.

On the other hand, TuzlucaMu-
nicipality co-Mayor Mehmet Gultekin,
who is a member Democratic Re-
gions Party (DBP), spoke as the fol-
lowing, when the sign was put:
“Tuzlucawasan Armenian settlement
beforetherepublic period. Here, many
regions are referred by their Arme-
nian names. Armenian peoplehad been
living here, their past and history is
here. As an act of respect, we also
used Armenian in the sign.”

Turkish Caucus Members Defeated
in Primaries

WASHINGTON,
D.C. - In the last two
weeks, Turkish Caucus
Members, Representatives
Randy Forbes(R-VA) and
Renee Ellmers (R-NC),
were defeated in their re-
spective primaries, the
Armenian Assembly of
America (Assembly) re-
ported. Their defeat fol-
lows that of Turkish Cau- |y
cus Member Rep. Donna
Edwards (D-MD), who
according to news ac-
counts, received over
$26,000 from the Turkish lobby. Both
Reps. Edward and Ellmersparticipated
inTurkish Coalition of America(TCA)
funded trips to Turkey.

Also, the House Ethics Commit-
tee announced this month that it is
halting all privately sponsored junkets
to Turkey. The ban comes as a result
of the Office of Congressional Ethics
(OCE) investigation that discovered a
network of Turkic-American nonprofit
groups based inthe U.S. lied about the
true source of funding for the overseas
trips. The OCE called into question
over 100 trips sponsored by such en-
tities. Members turned over thousands
of dollars' worth of gifts given on
these trips such as jade earrings, tea
sets, silk scarves, woven rugs, and
moretothe General ServicesAdminis-
tration (GSA).

These questionable junkets have
raised troubling concerns, especially
inlight of thewar in April launched by
Azerbaijanwith Turkish support agai nst
Armeniaand Nagorno Karabakh. With
reportsof innocent civiliansmurdered,
mutilated, and beheaded, the Assem-
bly sent aletter urging Membersof the
Turkish and Azeri Caucuses to with-

draw their support.

"Whatever your prior reasonsfor
standing in solidarity with the
Azerbaijani and Turkish regimes, we
cannot imagine that any American
would continue to do so in the face of
recent events,” Assembly Co-Chairs
Anthony Barsamianand VanKrikorian
said at that time. "To do so would
condone such behavior."

The Assembly continuesto call
on Members of Congress to with-
draw from the Turkish and Azeri
Caucuses in response to the hostil-
ity. Furthermore, with the House
Appropriations Foreign Operations
Subcommittee schedul ed to consider
the Fiscal Year 2017 State and For-
eign Operations Appropriations Bill
tomorrow, the Assembly renews its
9 key priorities. Thisincludes aid to
Nagorno Karabakh, which is espe-
cially needed to help Karabakh re-
build homes destroyed in the April
War launched by Azerbaijan, aswell
asadditional aid to Armeniato assist
withtheinflux of refugeesfrom Syria.
Towatch the mark-up live tomorrow
at 10:30am, click here or the video
below.
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Uprooted. The Ongoing Quest for Identity
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Tha ongoing quest for identity,
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Do you ever feel Uprooted? Armenians around the world know what
it's like, and we're still learning to deal with the consequences

By Douglas Kalajian

Hagop Goudsouzian’s first trip
to Armenia was clearly a homecom-
ing, even though he had never been
there before.

His great-grandparents fled the
smothering Ottoman realm in the 19th
century andthefamily settledin Egypt,
where Goudsouzian was born. He was
living in Canada, focused on his bud-
ding career as a filmmaker, when he
becameriveted by theturbulent events
that led to Armenia’ s renewed inde-
pendence in 1991.

Goudsouzian felt compelled to
goto Armeniain search of his“forgot-
ten and sometimes ignored” identity.
Nearly a quarter century later, he is
still exploring themeaning of that iden-
tity—and, as his films show, he has
plenty of company.

His first foray resulted in the
documentary Armenian Exile. He fol-
lowed with My Son Shall Be Arme-
nian, documenting a trip to Armenia
and Syria with other descendants of
Genocide survivors.

His latest film, Uprooted, com-
pletes what he calls his Armenian
Trilogy.

Along the way, however,
Goudsouzian has explored the bond
between Armenia’s culture and its
national identity in other films, in-
cludingthisthree-part Armenian Ech-
oes series that details efforts to pre-
serve Armenia’ s musical heritage.

Goudsouzian's films, which are
available on DVD or pay-per-view
streaming on HagopGoudsouzian.com
are marked by unusual intimacy and
visual honesty. The viewer becomes
part of the filmmaker’s conversations
with folks he's gotten to know and
whom he clearly admires for their
determination to survive as a people,
not just asindividuals.

These aren’t travelogues, care-
fully framed to showcase Armenia’s
extraordinary beauty. We meet people
with broken teeth but unbroken spirits,
villagers who carry buckets of water
uprocky hillsidesand artistswho carry
the immense burden of capturing the
spirit of anation that isalwaysso close
to extinction.

| was engaged by Uprooted the
moment | read thetitle. | think Arme-
nians venerate their land more than
most because they’ ve been torn from
it aswell astorn apart from each other.

As Goudsouzian notes in the
film's opening, Armenia is home to
only about a quarter of the world’'s 12

million Armenians. How isit possible
to sustain a culture when life in the
Diasporabecomesthedefault?Clearly,
the homeland must lead the effort. Itis
an extraordinary obligation for a poor
country where mere survival demands
great exertion.

Goudsouzian’ swork suggeststhe
effort required to perpetuate Armenian
culture may be far greater than many
of us in the Diaspora realize. We ro-
manticize the homeland by imagining
that our spirit springsfrom its soil, but
culture is created and carried by hu-
mans. So the human | oss suffered over
the centuries inevitably drained
Armenia’'s cultural pool. As a result,
Armenianshavetorepeatedly regener-
ate their culture in order to carry it
forward.

One of the most interesting as-
pects of Uprooted isits exploration of
the blurred line between the Diaspora
and the homeland. In avery real way,
Armeniaisthe Diasporabecause much
of thenation’ spopulationisdescended
from Genocide survivors who fled
East rather than West. One man speaks
emotionally of coming from Sasun,
now in Turkey, yet he eventually re-
veals that he was born after hisfamily
came to Armenia. What matters more
tohimisthat hefeelsheisfrom Sasun,
so heiscompelled torelatethe story of
lifeinthat timeand placewhilekeeping
the memory alive.

| think the most challenging
qguestion raised by Uprooted and
Goudsouzian’'s other films is: What
makes someone Armenian? No one
offers a definitive answer, perhaps
because there is none. But just about
everyone acknowledges that the real -
ity of our uprooted and scattered people
isthat identity can’t be based on birth
place, or even language. Yet there
must be more than just lineage if the
Armenianidentity isto survivein any
meaningful way.

| know many who believefeeling
Armenianisenough, but Uprooted sug-
gests a more active role is necessary.
Evenif you don’'t speak Armenian you
canlearn an Armenian song, or prayer.
Cook something you remember from
your grandmother’ stable. Tell asmuch
as you know of your family’s story to
your children.

Weare not like other people who
have to search for their roots; we
carry ours with us, because we have
no choice. If we work at it, we can
nurture them to take hold wherever we
find ourselves in this world.

http://www.dougkal gjian.com
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Lark Musical Society Awarded $500,000
by the State of California

GLENDALE -- At 3:17 p.m. on
Monday June 27, the Honorable
Edmund G. Brown approved the $171-
billion Californiastate budget, includ-
ing two projectsthat impact the Arme-
nian American community: $1-million
for the Armenian American Museum
and $500-thousand for Lark Musical
Society.

As Armenian Americans we can
takegreat joy inhavingthe Governor’'s
seal of approval toward our projects.
However, we cannot underestimate
the importance of the work done to
reach this level of endorsement, and
for that, we thank Assembly Member
Adrin Nazarian. We are grateful for
hisfriendship and endorsement for the
work that Lark does in our commu-
nity.

As the cultural stewards of the
Armenian Americandiaspora, Lark will
continue its legacy of service through
education, performance and research
so that we may preserve and add to our
cultural imprint on Western society.
The funds awarded to Lark will be
used to transform a 4,000 square foot
warehouseintheheart of Glendaleinto
a cultural museum that will become a

LARK MUSICAL 5OCIETY
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gathering place for the community. It
will be a place where people visit to
experience the beauty of the human
spirit as captured through music, art
and culture. It will tell the story of
survival and evolutionand allowsusto
better understand each other and begin
to accept and celebrate our differences
and walk away with enrichment.

Let us take a moment to give
thanksfor thissmall miracle and useit
as fuel to bring our vision to life. Let
us work even harder to contribute our
unique colorsto the American quilt by
investing in education and the artsthat
make up our heritage.

LARK Administration

Movie Night of Fresno’s

Armenian Cultural Conservancy

FRESNO -- On Monday, June
20, the Heritage Fresno Project for an
Armenian Cultural Conservancy hosted
its fourth in a monthly series of “Ar-
menian MovieNights,” featuring films
with Armenian content.

The first four of these “Arme-
nian MovieNights” featured the docu-
mentary filmsof thelateDr. J. Michael
Hagopian. On Monday evening, Dr.
Hagopian’sfilm, TheCaliforniaArme-
nians was followed by an excellent
presentation by Dr. Matthew Ari
Jendian, Ph.D., Professor and Chair of
Sociology and founder of theHumanics
Program at Fresno State.

Over a hundred Fresnans filled
the Public Room at the Woodward
Park Library to enjoy both the movie
and Dr. Jendian’s presentation. Pro-
fessor Jendian described the proposi-
tion demonstrated in his book Becom-
ing American, Remaining Ethnic (LFB
Scholarly Publishing, 2008) that suc-
cessful integration into American life
of immigrants and their descendants
doesnot requirethetotal abandonment
of prior ethnicidentity, language, reli-
gion, music, and food.

"Rather than viewing assimila-
tion as only substitutive, we need to

recognize that assimilation can be an
additive process. After all, oneis not
required to forget how to speak Arme-
nian or Spanish in order to learn En-
glish,” Dr. Jendian stated.

Thenext“ArmenianMovieNight”
is scheduled on Tuesday, August 23,
2016 at 7pm at Woodward Park Li-
brary. Light refreshments will be
served at 6:30pm. Seehttp://accoa.net/
and http://www.heritagefresno.org/ for
more information.

Russia Denies Azeri Claims

Continued frompagel

statement that was issued by Putin,
Aliyev and Sarkisian after their talks.
It said the Armenian and Azerbaijani
leaders reached an “understanding”
on unspecified issues hampering a
Karabakh settlement. They al so reaf -
firmed their declared support for con-
fidence-building measures meant to
strengthen the ceasefire regime in
the conflict zone, according to the
statement.

“1 would ask you — and | think
this is a collective request — to be
guided by that statement, rather than
those very unscrupulous claims in-
volving attempts to interpret the re-
sults of the meeting,” Zakharova told
reporters in Moscow.

“There is a concrete statement
that was made [in Saint Petersburg]
and it is an official document,” she
said. “One should proceed from it,
rather than frivolous or perverseinter-
pretations made by anybody.”

Journal of the Society for Armenian Studies,
Volume 24 Released

FRESNO -- The Society for Ar-
menian Studies announces the release
of Volume 24 of the Journal of the
Society for Armenian Studies (JSAS),
edited by Dr. Sergio La Porta. JSAS
Volume 24 includesfive articles, four
communications, an addendum, a re-
view essay, and three book reviews.
Thearticlesinthisissue addresstopics
inart history, the Armenian Genocide,
Armenian identity, and contemporary
church history.

Thevolume beginswith an essay
by Cristelle Baskins that analyzes the
representation of the Armenian mer-
chant Khoja Sefer in the Quirinal Pal-
acein Rome. Based upon awide array
of archival documents, Baskins pro-
videsavividdepiction of KhojaSefer's
travelsto Italy aswell as of the variety
of identities he could embody.

Inhisarticle, Dickran Kouymjian
investigates the book illuminations of
the somewhat overlooked book artist,
Grigor Marzvanec'i. Working in the
first half of the eighteenth century,
Grigor produced a number of large
illuminated worksthat continued to be
used and copied after theartist’ sdeath.

Khatchig Mouradian’s exami-
nation of the Meskeneh concentra-
tion camp presents the camp as a
case study of how prisoners collabo-
rated with, appeased, manipulated,
or resisted the system in order to
survive. In doing so, Mouradian ex-
plores the dynamics of camp life and
restores agency to the deportees who
inhabited them.

In hisessay, Daniel Fittante ex-
amines the theoretical debate sur-
rounding the question of Armenian
identity and argues that theorists of
Armenianidentity haveborrowed the
terminology of nationalists who of-
ten userigid modelsof national iden-
tity to describe a dynamic and fluc-
tuating phenomenon.

In the first part of his two-part
study of the last three catholicoi of the
Armenian Apostolic Church, Levon
Petrosyan examines the policies of
Vazgen | and Garegin | and how these
two catholicoi faced the challenges of
the end of Soviet rule and of the early
years of the Republic of Armenia.

JUNRMNMAL CFF THE

SOCIETY FOR ARMENIAN STLUDIES

VOHLAME B4 (3s

In addition to these articles, vol.
24 contains four communications on a
wide range of topics. The first, by
Albert Stepanyan, is a reexamination
of the famous passage in Plutarch’'s
Life of Crassus that describes the de-
feat of the Roman general at Carrhae.
The second by Smbat Hovannisyan is
a reflection on how Braudel’s theory
of civilizationscanbeappliedto Arme-
nian early modern history. In his com-
munication, Stefan Ihrig emphasizes
the utility of German sources as evi-
dence for the perpetration of the Ar-
menian Genocide. In their study,
Russell Kashian and David Luhrssen
use the Armenian settlement in South
Milwaukee as a case study to examine
patterns of ethnic clustering and dis-
persion.

Vol. 24 also contains a review
essay by D. Kouymjian ontherecently
published catalogue of the Alex and
Marie Manoogian Museum in Detroit
and three books reviews.

The Journal of the Society for
Armenian Studies is a peer-reviewed
journal andispublished annually by the
SAS. Copies of the latest volume, and
back issues, are available by contact-
ing the SAS Secretariat at 559-278-
2669 or by email at
barlowd@csufresno.edu. Copies may
also be ordered online at
soci etyforarmenianstudies.com.

Pope Francis Historic Pilgrimage to Armenia

Continued frompagel

and Catholicos Karegin Il signed a
joint declaration pledging to promote
Christian unity around the world by
further deepening relations between
their ancient churches.

They also expressed concern at
the “secularization” of contemporary
societies, reaffirmed their opposition
to same-sex marriage, condemned the
persecution of ChristiansintheMiddle
East and urged world powers to end
bloody conflicts in and outside the
region.

“In this regard we also express
our hope for a peaceful resolution of
the issues surrounding Nagorno-
Karabakh,” they said in the statement
signed at Garegin's headquarters in
Echmiadzin, asmall townnear Y erevan.

PopeFrancisrepeatedly paidtrib-

ute to Armenia’s Christian heritage
during the trip that set another mile-
stone in a rapprochement between the
Roman Catholic and Armenian
churches. The two churches essen-
tially ended their long-standing theo-
logical differences with a joint state-
ment issued in 1996. In 2001, John
Paull 11 became the first Pope to have
ever visited Armenia.

Pope Francis called for “a unity
that must not be the submission of one
to the other, or assimilation, but rather
the acceptance of all the giftsthat God
has given to each.”

PopeFrancisalsourged Armenia
and Turkey on Saturday to seek recon-
ciliation over the Armenian genocide
which took place one century ago, and
Armeniaand Azerbaijantofind apeace-
ful resolutiontotheNagorno-K arabakh
conflict.
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Director of Fellowship Ministry Position
" St. Gregory Armenian Church of Pasadena islooking for

applicantsfor afull-timeposition asDirector of Fellowship Minis-
try.Itrequiresorganizingcommitteesand teamsof volunteer sto
plan, develop and executeparish activities. For moreinfor mation,
please call the parish office at 626-449-1523."
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