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6300 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 1900
Los Angeles, CA 90048

= Life Insurance
= Health Insurance

» Group & Individual
» Long Term Care

« Disability

Ant

Blua Cross

805 East Broadway
Glendale, CA 91205

More locations and more ways to service your insurance and financial needs

300N.
Pasadena,

- Estate Planning

» Will & Living Trust

= Full Annual Review

» Mortgage Protection
» College Planning

CIGNA
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lueShield A Better Decision

Seniors 65& Up Medicare Supplements + Insurance « Prescripti

KAISER PERMANENTE.

A.B.A. INSURANCE SERVICES

Insurance coverage can help you finai ci
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Coverage & Protection
should be on the top g
of your priority list.
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Supreme Eurasian Economic Council Session
Held in St. Petersburg

ST. PETERSBURG -- President
Serzh Sarkisian participated on Mon-
day at the session of the Supreme
Eurasian Economic Council held in
Saint Petersburg.

Among the leaders of other EEU
member states at the session, which is
taking place at the B. Yeltsin Presiden-
tial Library, there are the President of
the Republic of Kazakhstan Nursultan
Nazarbaev, the President of the Re-
public of Kyrgyzstan Almazbek
Atambaev, and the President of the
Russian Federation Vladimir Putin.
Present at the session was also the
Chairman of the Board of the Eur-
asian Economic Commission Tigran
Sarkissian.

The President of the host coun-
try Vladimir Putin before taking up the
agenda items welcomed the partici-
pants in the northern capital of Russia,
spoke briefly about the works carried
out in the framework of the Union on
a number of directions, most signifi-
cant decisions, as well as about the
prospective programs of development.
The President of the Russian Federa-
tion expressed hope that the results of
today’s meeting will enhance the eco-
nomic cooperation of the member states

in the framework of the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union.

At the beginning of the session,
the leaders of the states expressed
condolences to the President of the
Russian Federation on the crash of the
Tu-154 aircraft, which took yester-
day in Sochi, and a large number of
victims.

In accordance with the Charter,
the session is chaired by the leader of
the country which is currently presid-
ing at the Organization — the President
of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbaev.
In the framework of the agenda items,
the leaders of the member states dis-
cussed and signed the EEU Tax Code
Agreement, issues related to the main
areas of integration in the framework
of the EEU, and common market of
services of the Union. At the meeting,
the parties also signed the agreements
related to the development of coopera-
tion in the framework of the EEU with
Iran, India, Egypt, and Singapore, as
well as issues related to the interna-
tional activities of the Union in 2017.

In 2017, the Republic of
Kyrgyzstan will assume the presi-
dency at EEA.

Armenia Sets Up Counter-UAV Stations

YEREVAN -- Stations designed
by Yerevan Telecommunication Re-
search Institute already work at Arme-
nian army units, countering Azerbai-
janiunmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs).

During April 4-day war, NKR
Defense Army was attacked by the
rival’s Israeli manufactured UA Vs cau-
sing serious damage.

On April 12 Mediamax reported
that Yerevan Telecommunication Re-
search Institute worked on developing
special radiolocation stations that
would detect trespassing UAVs at Line
of Contact or the state borders.

Director of the Institute, Doc-
tor of Technical Sciences Mher
Markosyan informed that the sta-
tions already work at the units of
Armenian Armed Forces.

“The location systems we cre-

ated can “see” and direct rival UAVs,
giving precise coordinates of their lo-
cation and route in up to 20km dis-
tance,” he said.

According to Mher Markosyan,
the institute’s scientific team cooper-
ates with a number of other compa-
nies, and this cooperation will soon
result in creation of new systems.

“UAVs are usually made of com-
posite material (plastic, paper, different
metals, etc.) that are difficult to find on
certain frequencies by present location
stations. Armenia has scientific poten-
tial to create devices that will detect
and neutralize the rival’s intelligence
and impact drones. The term “neutral-
ize” means here to destroy physically,
interrupt connection with the control-
ler or provide incorrect information,”
said Mher Markosyan.

Hassan Rouhani's Visit Deepens Economic
Ties Between Iran and Armenia

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Iran will
increase exports of natural gas to Arme-
nia and deepen broader economic ties
with its Christian neighbor, Iranian Presi-
dent Hassan Rouhani said during an of-
ficial visit to Yerevan on Wednesday.

Rouhani also called for a peaceful
settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict after talks with his Armenian
counterpart Serzh Sarkisian. The latter
again praised Tehran’s “balanced”
stance on the unresolved conflict.

“We consider the Republic of
Armenia a friendly country and want to
make our bilateral relations even warmer
and closer,” Rouhani said in his open-
ing remarks at the talks. “Our coun-
tries belong to the same culture and
civilization. Relations between our
peoples have always been cordial and
friendly.”

In an ensuing joint statement, the
Armenian and Iranian presidents said
they “reaffirmed their determination to
further expand bilateral relations.” They
singled out joint energy projects planned
or already implemented by the two
neighboring states.

“We must do everything to uti-
lize the full potential of Armenian-
Iranian relations in the coming months
and years,” Rouhani told a joint news
briefing with Sarkisian. “We currently
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have good relations in the energy
sector but have decided in the course
of this visit to further develop coop-
eration in this area.”

In particular, he said, the two
sides agreed to increase Iranian gas
supplies to Armenia. Iran will also
serve as a transit route for Armenia’s
gas imports from Turkmenistan, added
the Iranian leader. He did not specify
the volume of additional gas supplies
sought by Yerevan.

Armenia currently imports up to
500 million cubic meters of Iranian
gas annually through a pipeline builtin
2008. By comparison, its gas imports
from Russia total around 2 billion cu-
bic meters.

The Armenian government sig-
naled plans to buy more gas from Iran
earlier this year. A government del-
egation met with representatives of
Iran’s National Iranian Gas Export
Company for that purpose in Tehran
on October 31 and November 1.

Armenia has until now paid for
Iranian gas with electricity delivered
to the Islamic Republic. This swap
arrangement is due to be expanded
significantly after the construction of
a third transmission line connecting

Continued on page4

Two Armenian Officials Arrested
Over ‘Bribery Scam’

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Two
senior officials from the Armenian
Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs
have been arrested on suspicion of
presiding over corrupt practices in the
payment of state benefits to disabled
persons.

The National Security Service
(NSS) said on Tuesday that the sus-
pects are the chief and another se-
nior official of a ministry department
that certifies the extent of disabilities
suffered by Armenian citizens and
thereby determines the amount of
their benefits.

The NSS said the department’s
divisions in various parts of Armenia

extorted between 20,000 and 40,000
drams ($42-$84) from applicants in
return for issuing such documents.
Their arrested boss received a part of
the bribes, it claimed in the statement.

NSS officers were said to have
confiscated over 2.5 million drams
($5,200) and $600 in cash from the
department chief’s office. The secu-
rity service described the money as the
“latest installment” of his share in the
bribes.

The statement added that the “cor-
ruption scam” involved not only the
arrested officials but also 11 of their

Continued on page 2
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Four Men Sentenced Over Summer’s
Yerevan Unrest

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Two
men were sentenced to three years in
prison and two others received sus-
pended jail terms on Thursday for their
alleged role in this summer’s clashes
between riot police and supporters of
opposition gunmen occupying a police
station in Yerevan.

Hundreds of radical opposition
supporters fought pitched battles with
the police near the besieged police
compound late on July 20. The angry
crowd tried to break through a police
cordon, hitting security forces and
throwing stones at them. The police
officers clad in riot gear pushed back
and dispersed it, using shields, trun-
cheons and stun grenades.

The police said that 46 officers
were injured in the clashes that broke
out three days after armed members
of the Founding Parliament opposi-
tion movement seized the compound.
The gunmen demanded President
Serzh Sarkisian’s resignation and
the release of theirjailed leader, Zhirayr
Sefilian.

The police detained dozens of
people in the following hours. Some of

them were subsequently prosecuted
on charges of participating in “mass
disturbances” and assaulting police-
men.

The four young men convicted
on Thursday denied the charges at the
start of their trial. But they later pleaded
guilty. Only two of them were set free
as aresult, with a Yerevan court giving
them three-year suspended prison sen-
tences.

The father of Hayk Hovannisian,
one of the defendants who will remain
behind bars, condemned the verdict,
saying thatit was ordered by Armenia’s
political leadership. “The court only
executes orders,” he told RFE/RL’s
Armenian service (Azatutyun.am).

According to Ara Papikian, a de-
fense lawyer, many of the other men
prosecuted in connection with the July
20 have also decided to plead guilty to
the accusations in court in hopes of
getting milder punishments. “We must
understand the young men who have
been in jail for months and want to
regain their freedom as soon as pos-
sible, even through a suspended sen-
tence or probation,” said Papikian.

100 New Homes Built in Armenian
Earthquake Zone

YEREVAN
(RFE/RL) -- More
than a hundred fami-
lies living in a small
town in northwestern
Armenia moved into
newly built apart- f
ments on Tuesday 28 |
years after a cata-
strophic earthquake
that destroyed their |
homes.

kel
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The three apart-
ment blocks in Akhurian were built as
part of a protracted government-
funded reconstruction of the country’s
northernregions ravaged by the 1988
calamity, which left more than
25,000 people dead. Thousands of
local residents still live in shacks
and other temporary homes lacking
basic amenities.

Work on the Akhurian buildings
took five years -- much longer than
planned -- because of financial prob-
lems cited by a private construction
firm contracted by the government.
The latter hired another contractor
after the company, Glendale Hills, went
bankrupt.

Ownership certificates handed to
the 104 local families marked the
completion of the reconstruction pro-

cess in Akhurian financed by the Ar-
menian government. The town’s
mayor, Artsrun Igitian, acknowledged
that some local families severely af-
fected by the earthquake will still lack
adequate housing.

There are at least several hun-
dred such families in the nearby city of
Gyumri, the administrative center of
the Shirak province. The cash-strapped
government effectively froze large-
scale housing construction there in
2013 and has indicated no plans to
resume it anytime soon.

The government plans to buy
instead apartments for a limited num-
ber of Gyumri residents. Only about
60 such families are due to receive
government funding for that purpose
next year.
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Armenian Regulator Cuts Electricity Prices

o A Minimum Maximum Minimam Maximum
2. 247 17,8 17.8
3. 8.60 216 8.87

4 2893 2951 14,46 7893
5. 2,19 212 4,85 485
6. 34 3.4

7. 20,83 34,65 13,16 30
8. 454 4824 454 4824
9. 293 614 478 46,67
10. 23,02 27,38 36,53
1L 19.99 30,40 19,99 30,40
12 atvia 4143 9034 4143 9034
14 Georgia 34,89 21,08 27,60
15. Azerbaijan 1216 19,8
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Armenians pay highestelectricity ratein former Soviet Union countries

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Utility
regulators cut the prices of electricity
in Armenia by at least 2.6 percent on
Friday, citing a recent decrease in
domestic gas tariffs agreed with
Russia’s Gazprom monopoly.

The Public Services Regulatory
Commission (PSRC) has lowered the
daytime electricity price for the vast
majority of Armenian households from
46.2 drams (about 10 U.S. cents) to
just under 45 drams per kilowatt/hour.

The price for low-income fami-
lies will fall by 13.4 percent to 40
drams per kilowatt/hour. They will
pay 30 drams during night hours.

A senior PSRC official, Garegin
Baghramian, attributed the lower tar-
iffs, effective from February 1, to the
decreased cost of natural gas used for
generating at least one-third of
Armenia’s electricity.

The PSRC approved late last
month sizable reductions in the do-
mestic prices of natural gas which
were proposed by Armenia’s Gazprom-
owned gas distribution network. Prime
Minister Karen Karapetian, who man-
aged the network from 2001-2010,
called for the price cuts shortly after
he took over the government in Sep-
tember.

Some Armenian observers and
opposition politicians have linked these
measures with the April 2017 parlia-
mentary elections which the ruling
Republican Party of Armenia (HHK)
expects to win.

The utility regulators already cut
the basic electricity price by 2.6 drams

per kilowatt/hour in June this year.
Nevertheless, energy became more
expensive for most Armenians as the
government essentially stopped subsi-
dizing it in August. The government
introduced the subsidy following the
dramatic June 2015 demonstrations in
Yerevan which were triggered by the
PSRC’s decision to raise the cost of
energy from 42 drams to almost 49
drams per kilowatt/hour.

The latest PSRC decision thus
means that electricity in Armenia will
still cost more than it did before June
2015.

Baghramian argued that the regu-
latory body could not have approved
steeper price cuts because the
Metsamor nuclear power station,
which accounts for more than a third
of Armenian electricity output, was
brought to a halt this year for a longer-
than-usual period of time. The Soviet-
era plant is currently undergoing capi-
tal repairs and modernization aimed at
extending its life until 2027.

“This is a very important factor,”
Baghramian told reporters. “We are
getting smaller amounts of cheap elec-
tricity, which has to be compensated
by more expensive electricity gener-
ated by thermal-power plants.”

The official also cautioned that
the energy tariffs will likely rise in the
coming years because the Armenian
government will need more cash to
repay foreign loans financing the on-
going construction of new power trans-
mission lines connecting Armenia to
Iran and Georgia.

Two Armenian Officials Arrested

Continued frompage 1

subordinates working in and outside
Yerevan. It was not immediately clear
whether they too have been taken into
custody.

“Measures are being taken to iden-
tify other individuals presumably involved
in the scam,” concluded the NSS.

The Ministry of Labor and Social
Affairs was rocked by a more serious
corruption scandal in 2012 when the head
of Armenia’s state pension fund subordi-
nate to it, Vazgen Khachikian, and two
other senior officials were arrested in a
nationwide criminal investigation.

The Armenian police launched

the probe in 2011 shortly after the
parliamentary Audit Chamber alleged
that thousands of pensioners received,
on paper, pensions years after their
death. The chamber reported similar
fraud in the payment of poverty and
disability benefits.

Despite strongly denying the cor-
ruption charges, Khachikian was con-
victed and sentenced to 12 years in prison
in 2014. A court in Yerevan also found 12
other former employees of the State Social
Security Service guilty of embezzling,
together with Khachikian, 300 milliondrams
in public funds. Four of them were jailed
for 4 to 5 years, while the others received
suspended prison sentences.
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Linguis Sevan Nisanyan Locked Up
in Turkey for Free Speech
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Linguist and newspaper colum-
nist Sevan Nisanyan has found himself
locked up for 16 years after being
subjected to a torrent of lawsuits. Re-
searcher John Butler managed to inter-
view him for the winter 2016 issue of
Index on Censorship magazine

Well-known linguist Sevan
Nisanyan will not be eligible for parole
in Turkey until 2024. Locked up in the
overcrowded Turkish prison system,
he has found his initial relatively short
jail sentence for blasphemy getting
ever longer as he has been subjected to
a torrent of “spurious” lawsuits on
minor building infringements related
to a mathematics village he founded.

Nisanyan, who is 60, spoke ex-
clusively to Index on Censorship. He
said he was being kept in appalling
conditions. Moved from prison to
prison since being jailed in January
2014, heisnow being held in Menemen
Prison, a “massively overcrowded and
brain- dead institution”.

Headded: “About two thirds of our
inmates were recently moved elsewhere
and the remainder pushed ever more
tightly into overpopulated wards to make
room for the thousands arrested in the
aftermath of the coup attempt.”

Nisanyan’s ordeal started in 2012
when he wrote a blog post about free
speech arguing for the right to criticise
the Prophet Mohammed. Through notes
passed out of his high security prison
via his lawyer, Nisanyan told Index
what he believes happened next:

“Mr Erdogan, the then-prime
minister, believes in micromanaging
the country. He was evidently incensed.

“I received a call from his office
inquiring whether I stood by my, erm,
‘bold views” and letting me know that
there was much commotion ‘up here’
about the essay. The director of reli-
gious affairs, the top Islamic official
of the land, emerged from a meeting
with Erdogan to denounce me as a
‘madman’ and ‘mentally deranged’ for
insulting ‘our dearly beloved prophet’.

“Atop dog ofthe governing party,
who later became justice minister, went
on air to assure us that throughout
history, no ‘filthy attempt to besmirch
the name of our holy prophet’ has ever
been left unpunished. Groups of so-
called ‘concerned citizens’ brought
complaints of blasphemy against me in
almost every one of our 81 provinces.
Several indictments were made, and
eventually I was convicted for a year
and three months for ‘injuring the
religious sensibilities of the public’.”

But what happened afterwards

was even more sinister. He found him-
self, while in prison, facing eleven
lawsuits relating to a village he was
building with the mathematician and
philanthropist Ali Nesin. Nisanyan has
been involved for many years in a
project to reconstruct in traditional
style the village of Sirince, near Ephesus,
on Turkey’s Western seaboard. It is
now a heritage site and popular tourist
destination. And nearby, he and Nesin
have built a mathematics village which
offers courses to mathematicians from
all over Turkey and operates as aretreat
for maths departments in other coun-
tries. They hope it will be the begin-
nings of a “free” university.

It was this project the Turkish
authorities decided to focus on.
Nisanyan was given two years for
building a one-room cottage in his
garden without the correct licence,
then two additional years for the same
cottage. Nine more convictions for
infringements of the building code fol-
lowed, taking his total term up to 16
years and 7 months.

He, and many others, are con-
vinced that this is a political case,
because jail time for building code
infringements is almost unheard of in
Turkey. He believes the authorities
have prosecuted him for these crimes
because they do not want his case to
cause an international stir.

“Jailing anon-Muslim, an Arme-
nian at that, for speaking rather mildly
against Islamic sensibilities... would
be a first in the history of the Repub-
lic,” he told Index. “It might raise eye-
brows both here and abroad.”

Despite everything, Nisanyan is
adamant that his time has not been
wasted. He has been working on the
third edition of his Etymological Dic-
tionary of the Turkish Language, which
presently stands at over 1500 pages.

On entering prison, he signed
away most of his property, including
the copyright to his books, to the
Nesin Foundation which runs the math-
ematics village he is so passionate
about. Today the village has added a
school of theatre. A philosophy village
is the next project in the works.

“The idea is, of course, to de-
velop all this into a sort of free and
independent university,” he said. “Iam
sure the young people who have come
together in Sirince for this quirky little
utopia will have the energy and deter-
mination to go on in my absence.”

John Butler is a pseudonym
Index on Censorship magazine
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German-U.S. Joint Venture to Produce
“Disinfectant Dispensers and Disinfectants
for Hand Hygiene” in Armenia

YEREVAN -- With the support
of the Development Foundation of
Armenia (DFA), representatives of the
German “Ophardt Hygiene Technolo-
gies” and American “Babikian Design
Concepts” visited Armenia between
December 3 and 11, 2016, in order to
take further steps towards the estab-
lishment of a manufacturing enterprise
to produce disinfectant dispensers and
antiseptic substances in Armenia. In
addition to serving the local market,
the investors plan to export the hy-
giene products to countries of the
Eurasian Economic Union and poten-
tially Iran.

On December 5, at a meeting
with Ophardt Hygiene Technologies
President Heiner Ophardt, COO John
O’Malley and CFO Ken Friesen, and
Babikian Design Concepts President
Dr. Dikran Babikian, CEO of the DFA
Garen Mikirditsian stated, “The DFA
is ready to provide all necessary sup-
port at any stage to successfully real-
ize the investment project.”

At the request of the investors,
DFA organized meetings with public
sector officials, the ambassadors of
Germany and United States of America
in Armenia, managers of medical cen-
ters, banks, legal firms as well as
potential suppliers. The investors also
visited The American University of
Armenia and discussed the possibility
ofdeveloping educational trainings and
exchange with the scientific commu-
nity with the objective of developing a
sustainable way to increase Hand Hy-
giene. Visits were made to major hos-
pitals and the implementation of intro-
ductory programs was discussed to
study the effectiveness of hand hy-
giene on patients. “Impact of compli-
ance with Hand Hygiene Guidelines is
well known in many countries such as
Germany. It is expected that compli-
ance with these guidelines could have
a significantly positive impact in Ar-
menia as well” said Mr. Ophardt. The
study will be accomplished with dis-
pensers and disinfectants to be do-
nated by the investors prior to the start
of manufacturing in Armenia.

The investors had meetings with
the Prime Minister of Armenia Mr.
Karen Karapetyan, Minister of Eco-
nomic Development and Investments
Mr. Suren Karayan, Minister of Health
Dr. Levon Altunyan, and Minister of
Nature Protection Mr. Artsvik

Minasyan. During their meeting with
the Prime Minister, the investor group
confirmed their decision to undertake
the investment project in Armenia.
Reflecting on the decision, Mr. Heiner
Ophardt stated: “After much investi-
gation we came to the conclusion that
Armenia is the right place to set up our
business and enter the Eurasian mar-
kets as well as potentially Iran”. Dr.
Dikran Babikian noted: “Considering
Armenia was an unknown country to
the Ophardt team, achieving the deci-
sion to invest in Armenia within three
months of our first visit is a significant
accomplishment. Based on the posi-
tive feedback and commitments of
support that we received from the
government, we expect to complete
the construction of the manufacturing
facilities and start production within
fifteen months of purchasing the land.”
The investment for the initial phase of
this project is expected to be approxi-
mately two million US dollars.

“It is important to note that this
accomplishment would have not been
possible without the planning and sup-
port provided by DFA” added Dr.
Babikian.

The investors group’s visit to
Armenia was their second within a
span of 3 months. DFA organized the
first visit during the largest fair of
Armenian products, “Made in Arme-
nia,” heldin Yerevan between Septem-
ber 16 and 22, 2016. During the trade
fair, the potential investors held a se-
ries of meetings with public and pri-
vate sector representatives, studied
the business climate, the nation’s busi-
ness infrastructure, economic devel-
opment prospects and its potential as a
country to manufacture high quality
products. With DFA’s support, they
also toured various properties being
considered as a location for the manu-
facturing facility.

The investment project was ini-
tiated by Armenian American Engi-
neer, Dr. Dikran Babikian, with the
objective of promoting and improv-
ing Hand Hygiene in public sectors,
hospitals and health-care facilities in
Armenia and creating job opportuni-
ties for its citizens. The first steps in
realizing these objectives were dis-
cussed in June of 2016 between Dr.
Babikian and Mr. Mikirditsian, dur-
ing an investment conference held in
Los Angeles.
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Glendale Hires Meridian Consultants for
Armenian American Museum Site
Environmental Analysis

GLENDALE — The City of Glen-
dale has hired Meridian Consultants to
perform the environmental analysis for
the proposed improvements to the
Central Park block, including the po-
tential construction of a new public
parking garage, reconfiguration of ex-
isting public parking facilities, and de-
velopment of the Armenian American
Museum. These improvements are
commonly referred to as the Central
Park Block Project.

The Central Park block is located
between Colorado Street to the South
and Harvard Street to the North and
Louise Street to the East and Parking
Lot 10 to the West.

Meridian Consultants is a leader
in the fields of community, environ-
mental, and natural resource planning.
The Meridian Consultants team will be
using its extensive experience in land
use planning and environmental com-
pliance to analyze the Downtown Glen-
dale site and prepare environmental
documentation for the proposed im-
provements.

The study will help the Armenian
American Museum and City of Glendale
determine the optimal scope and size for
the public parking garage, open space,
and educational and cultural center. The
Museum will neighbor the Central Li-
brary, Americana at Brand, Museum of
Neon Arts, and Adult Recreation Center
inthe heart of Glendale’s Arts and Enter-
tainment District.

The vision for the Museum is a
cultural campus that enriches the com-
munity, educates the public on the
Armenian American story, and em-
powers individuals to embrace cultural
diversity and speak out against preju-
dice. The proposed Museum’s exhibi-
tion galleries will house permanent
exhibitions on the Armenian Ameri-
can experience and traveling exhibi-
tions on diverse cultures and subject
matters that will engage broad audi-
ences. The center will also feature a
theater, research center, learning cen-
ter, demonstration kitchen, and
archive space.

Museum and City officials are
on schedule to complete the concept
design, traffic, parking, economic, and
environmental studies in time for the
consideration ofthe ground lease agree-
ment by the Glendale City Council
during the first quarter of 2017.

Earlier this month the Armenian
American Museum unveiled its con-
cept design at a gathering of more than
400 community members. The iconic
design incorporates the rock forma-
tions and mountain range found in
Armenia with the San Gabriel Moun-
tains rising to the north of Glendale.
Museum officials will be organizing
community events and meetings to
invite feedback on the design and loca-
tion from the public.

For more information visit
www.ArmenianAmericanMuseum.org

Alice Ketabgian to Present “Life in Istanbul:
a Family’s Odyssey” at Ararat-Eskijian

MISSION HILLS -- Alice
Ketabgian will present her recent book
depicting her life's experiences while
growing up in Istanbul as the child of
survivors of the Armenian Genocide
on Sunday, January 8, 2017, at 4:00
p.m., at the Ararat-Eskijian Museum,
Sheen Chapel, 15105 Mission Hills
Road, Mission Hills, CA. The program
is sponsored by the Ararat-Eskijian
Museum, the Organization of Istanbul
Armenians, and the National Associa-
tion for Armenian Studies and Re-
search (NAASR).

Ketabgian describes the later
stages of the Genocide perpetrated by
the Turkish government against its
minorities, while living in constant fear
for their lives as Chris-tians in a Mus-
lim world. The book is partly a story of
resilience while attempting to find a
way of getting out of a suffocating
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environment, as well as a story of the
past events of survival that her ances-
tors experienced. Eventual relocation
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Merdinian School Unveils Plaques for the
Newly Constructed Bezjian Family Building

SHERMAN OAKS - On Friday,
December9,2016, the C & E Merdinian
Armenian Evangelical School held a
special ceremony to unveil plaques for
the newly constructed Bezjian Family
Building, as well as for the library,
science lab, four classrooms and the
coach’s office. The ceremony began
with a blessing offered by Rev.
Hendrick Shanazarian.

Following the plaque unveiling
ceremony, guests attended the Board
of Directors’ annual Christmas party
and appreciation dinner held in the
School’s Aram & Anahis D.
Boolghoorjian Hall. Following the in-
vocation by Minister to the Union,
Rev. Berdj Djambazian, guests were
treated to a delicious dinner and a
delightful musical performance by Ms.
Nectarine Chilyan who sang and played
the Kanon. The evening’s celebrations
were concluded by singing of Christ-
mas carols led by Rev. & Mrs. Vatche
and Lena Ekmekjian.

Construction of the new building

was made possible by a generous do-
nation by benefactors, Albert & Terry
Bezjian. The Library was named in
loving memory of Dr. Hrair and Katie
Atikian. Dr. Atikian served the school
for many years in the capacity of
Board member and Chairman. The TF
Educational Foundation sponsored the
Science Lab. Dr. Misak & Hourig
Abdulian sponsored a classroom in
loving memory of sisters Araxie &
Mary Abdulian. Marie-Louise, Gilbert
& Robert Meneshian sponsored a class-
room in loving memory of their par-
ents, Avedis & Nora Meneshian. Other
classroom sponsors were Dr. Daniel
& Juliette Abdulian and Drs. Nazareth
& Ani Darakjian. The athletic coach’s
office was sponsored by Dr. Vahe &
Seta Nalbandian.

We thank our benefactors and
generous sponsors. For information
on other rooms available for sponsor-
ship youmay call Dr. Ivan Shnorhokian
at (412) 759-2020 or Dr. Vahe
Nalbandian at (818) 507-9848.

to the United States to continue her
education comes with its own unique
encounters, both in school and life
itself, which adds to the immigrant's
narrative.

Alice Ketabgianreceived an M.S.
in Human Physiology from the UCLA
School of Medicine in 1968 and later
became a registered dietitian. After
working as a clinical dietitian in her
husband Dr. Gregory Ketabgian's in-
ternal medicine office for a number of
years, she became the office manager
and functioned in that capacity for the
following 25 years until their retire-
ment in 2004.

She will be introduced by her

daughter, Dr. Tamara Ketabgian, Pro-
fessor of English Literature at Beloit
College, who will also give a short talk
on challenges of writing memoirs. Dr.
Ketabgian is a graduate of Harvard
College and received a Ph.D. from
Princeton University. At Beloit College,
she teaches classes both in her specialty
and in a variety of interdisciplinary top-
ics, including modern urban culture, life
writing, and autobiography.

For more information about this
program, contact Ararat-Eskijian Mu-
seum at (747) 500-7585 or Ararat-
eskijian-museum@netzero.net, or
NAASR at (617) 489-1610 or
hq@naasr.org.

Hassan Rouhani's Visit Deepens Economic Ties

Continued frompage 1

the Armenian and Iranian power grids.
It is slated for completion by 2019.
Sarkisian and Rouhani stressed
the importance of the new line in their
joint communique. The statement also
reaffirmed Yerevan’s strong support
for the signing of a free-trade deal
between Iran and the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union, a Russian-led trade bloc
which Armenia joined two years ago.
One of the five Armenian-Iranian
agreements signed during Rouhani’s
visit calls for a “joint use” of the sole

border crossing between the two coun-
tries. It was not immediately clear
whether this has to do with a “free
economic zone” which is expected to
be created along Armenia’s border
with Iran. Armenian officials have said
that Iranian entrepreneurs will be able
to set up manufacturing firms in the
tax-free zone.

Rouhani and Sarkisian also dis-
cussed regional security -- and the
Karabakh conflict in particular -- at
their meeting held before the two men
opened an Armenian-Iranian business
forum in Yerevan.
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A COMEDY IN 2 ACTS
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Plibwnphs’  Directd by
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AGBU SATAMIAN THEATRE GROUP
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\\\\lqmp
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Lend Me a Tenor

L5y LOkSYhy KEN LUDWIG

ALpAAr UURUUEDL, KRIKOR sﬂ(‘mmm

3nrunrur / JANUARY
14-15/21-22/ 28-29, 2017

FPLU. dwsk G Pwdwp UwlnlyGwh YenpnG
A.G.B.U. Vatche & Tamar Manoukian Center

2495 E. Mountain Street, Pasadena, CA 91104

Cwpwp opbpp dudp 8:00-h0, dhuyl 3nclbnuwwp 21 dwdp 6:00.00
bhpwith optipp dwdp 6:00-h0
Saturday performances at 8:00 pm, except on January 21 at 6:00 pm
Sunday performances at 6:00 pm

Snuubinp Yuwpbih b wwwhnyby / Tickets available at:

3.L.L.U.-P QPUUGLEULE [ A.G.B.U. OFFICE (626) 794-7942
MEMG ruUSNFL / BERJ BOOKSTORE (818) 244-3830
umrerL 4rusniku / ABRIL BOOKSTORE (818) 243-4112

i
§

ITSMYSEAT.COM/TENOR
Uniwnph Lnitp /Donation $25
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ROSE PARADE VIEWING AND BREAKFAST

Please join us on Monday, January 2, 2017 @7:30a.m. for special VIP
seating and viewing of the Rose Parade. Enjoy a Delicious Breakfast of
Soujouk & egg Prepared by Fr. Sarkis.

Let’s get together and cheer for the ARMENIAN
FLOAT

as it passes by our church!

Space is limited! Please call to reserve your place.

For reservations please contact

VAHE - 562-715-8730

VERA — 626-449-1523
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SEVAK HAKOBYAN
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INTERNATIONAL MASTER OF MARTIAL ARTS
WORLD RECOGNIZED MEMBER OF ADAPTIVE SPORTS
“* MARTIAL ARTS

“+ SELF-DEFENSE
% FOR MEN, WOMEN, CHILDREN & PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES OF ALL AGES
WORLD RECOGNIZED INSTRUCTOR
** FREE for PEOPLE With DISABILITIES - GREAT RATES for FAMILIES & STUDENTS

ADDRESS: 1060 NORTH ALLEN AVENUE, PASADENA, CA 91104
For registration and info text: 626-926-7224 or email: infoi@gaisz.net

FOLLOW US ON: (.qNStﬂg"lﬂM (@Gaidzyo; n Gaidz Youth Organization; u@GﬂidZYOUﬂl
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