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Siamanto B. Maronial

818/269-0909

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1975

6300 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 1900
Los Angeles, CA 90048

= Life Insurance

« Health Insurance

» Group & Individual
«Long Term Care

« Disability

i)
Anﬁm Hluld \K Aetl'lzl [ig;:nNet

Blua Cross

Seniors 65 & Up Medicare Supplements « Insurance « P

805 East Broadway
Glendale, CA 91205

- Estate Planning

- Will & Living Trust
 Full Annual Review

« Mortgage Protection
= College Planning

7 B

CIGNA

More locations and more ways to service your insurance and financial needs

A.B.A. INSURANCE SERVICES

Coverage & FProtection
should be on the top ]
of your priority list.
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Armenia, Russia Sign Protocol on
Nuclear Safety Information Exchange

MOSCOW (Armradio) --
Russia’s Rosatom state nuclear en-
ergy corporation and the Armenian
Ministry of Energy Infrastructures
and Natural Resources signed a pro-
tocol on Tuesday on practical mea-
sures to meet commitments on
prompt warning about a nuclear ac-
cident and the exchange of informa-
tion on nuclear and radiation safety,
TASS reports.

The procedures are envisaged in
the inter-governmental agreement on
the exchange of information on nuclear
and radiation safety between the two
countries inked on October 7, 2015.

The accord was signed with a
focus on the implementation of rec-
ommendations from the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). It
specifies conditions of mutual emer-
gency warnings in matters of peaceful
uses of nuclear energy. Under the
document, the countries permanently
exchange information on nuclear and
radiation safety at nuclear facilities.

Under the terms of the agree-
ment, once it comes into effect, the
parties will draw up practical mea-
sures for implementing the commit-
ments they undertook, including de-

ciding the order and the amount of
information transferred on a regular
basis about the present conditions re-
garding nuclear and radiation safety at
nuclear facilities.

The protocol signing was attended
by Russian Prime Minister Dmitry
Medvedev and Armenia's Prime Min-
ister Karen Karapetyan, who had ar-
rived in Moscow on a two-day official
visit on January 24.

The Russian and Armenian PMs
held a private talk which was followed
by a meeting in an extended form with
the participation of official delegations
of the two states.

“We have special allied relations
with Armenia and we always have
what to discuss,” Russian Prime Min-
ister Dmitry Medvedev said as he
greeted his Armenian counterpart
Karen Karapetyan.

Medevedev said he hopes that the
documents signed within the frame-
work ofthe Armenian Prime Minister’s
visit will further enhance the develop-
ment of economic ties.

“Our commodity turnover has
been stable, despite the international
conjuncture and the change in energy
prices,” Dmitry Medvedev said.

Gladys Berejiklian Sworn in as
45th Premier of New South Wales

SYDNEY -- Australian-Armenian
Gladys Berejiklian became New South
Wales 45th premier, and the nation’s
first conservative female state leader,
after winning unanimous endorsement
from Liberal MPs yesterday, Ms
Berejiklian’s election caps a long jour-
ney as the daughter of Armenian immi-
grants who spoke little English.

Ms Berejiklian, describing her-
selfas a “regular girl who likes regular
things” but facing a -ferocious Labor
campaign claiming she was installed
by Liberal power-brokers, vowed to
confront the state’s lack of affordable
housing, build local infrastructure and
keep the economy moving.

An intensely private politician
who has been described by colleagues
as “married to her job”, Ms Berejiklian’s
rise to Premier followed Thursday’s
abrupt resignation by Mike Baird.

In her first press conference as
leader, Ms Berejiklian praised her par-
liamentary colleagues for putting their
trust in her.

“I thank them for determining,
based on my performance, that [ am
best for the job and I am so excited that
the party has come together united in
support of my Premiership,” she said.

Berejiklian was born in Sydney,
the eldest of three daughters born to
Armenian immigrant parents, Krikor
and Arsha. Her grandparents were or-
phaned in the Armenian Genocide in
1915. Berejiklian spoke only Armenian

until she was five years old, when she
began learning English. The Premier
spoke movingly of her upbringing.

“I'haven’t talked about this much
previously but my father was a boiler-
maker, a welder, and one of the first
jobs he did in Sydney was working on
the Sydney Opera House, which is a
great sense of pride for my family,”
she said. My mum left school at 15 to
support her family and became a
nurse".

“I want everyone in NSW to feel
that they can do what I’ve done, that
there’s no challenge too big and that
our state has those opportunities,” she
told the Sydney radio station.

“I remember my mother saying
to me: ‘Glad, even if you’re not quite

Continued on page4

Richard Mills to Continue as
U.S. Ambassador to Armenia

-

U.S. Embas-

heep
.\.l I

YEREVAN -- U.S. Ambassador
to Armenia, Richard Mills, told jour-
nalists in Yerevan today that he would
continue his current tenure after the
new US president Donald Trump took
office.

He said each ambassador of the
United States serves the president of
the country, but at this point he was
not told to leave his office and he was
very happy about it, Novosti-Armenia
news agency reported.

“As an Ambassador I can be told
at any moment that I have to step
down. Any Ambassador of the USA
serves the President of the country.
But this time nothing like that hap-

pened, no such demand, no demand
to complete my mission earlier for
which T am very happy. Being the
Ambassador of the USA to Armenia is
the best job in the world, besides, I
would like to be here also during the
April elections”, Mills told the report-
ers.

Earlier, reports in US media, cit-
ing diplomatic sources, said that the
transitional team of president-elect
Donald Trump had issued a decree
according to which all ambassadors
appointed by the administration of
Barack Obama, would have to leave
office before the inauguration of the
new head of state on January 20.

Armenia to Launch Tax-Free Zone
on Iranian Border in 2017

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- The Ar-
menian government said on Thursday
that it plans to launch a “free economic
zone” near Armenia’s border with Iran
before the end of this year.

Hovannes Azizian, a deputy min-
ister for economic development and
investments, said the tax-free zone
will be set up in Agarak, a small town
in the southeastern Syunik province
located several kilometers from the
Iranian border.

“This is an important opportu-
nity to foster tourism and encourage
people to buy goods there without any
customs duties,” Azizian told report-
ers. “We also expect that the Iranian
side will show an interest in manufac-
turing in that free economic zone goods
for other markets: the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union and Europe.”

“Weare convinced that this will be
a profitable enterprise for the organizer
and a development opportunity for the
beneficiaries [of the zone],” he said.

The plans for the tax haven were
first revealed by Yerevan in late Au-
gust. Then Prime Minister Hovik
Abrahamian said Iranian entrepreneurs
will be able to open manufacturing
firms there and engage in duty-free
exports of their products to Russia and

other EEU member states.

Azizian confirmed that Iranian
firms setting up shop in the zone will
have tariff-free access to the EEU mar-
kets. Some of them have already ex-
pressed a “preliminary interest” in doing
that, he said.

He said he also hopes that the
project will help to boost Armenia’s
trade with Iran, which stood at a modest
$220million in January-November2016.

Despite upbeat statements made
by officials from the two neighboring
states, the lifting of international sanc-
tions against Iran in 2015 has yet to
have a positive impact on the volume
of bilateral commerce. According to
Azizian, one of the main reasons for
thatis lingering restrictions on banking
operations between Armenia and Iran.

“If two companies cannot trans-
fer money between them, it’s hard for
them to do business. We hope that this
problem will also be solved,” the offi-
cial said, adding that Armenian exports
to Iran could quickly rise by 30 per-
cent. He also expressed hope that the
Iranian government will lower import
duties for Armenian goods.

Armenia mainly exports electric-
ity as well as meat, soft drinks and
confectionery to the Iran at present.
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Knesset Speaker Yuli-Yoel Edelstein
Israel’s Parliament Must Recognize
Armenian Genocide

JERUSALEM (Armenpress)-- The
Armenian delegation led by Chairman of
the Parliamentary Standing Committee
on Foreign Affairs Artak Zakaryan had a
meeting with Speaker of the Parliament
(the Knesset) of Israel Yuli-Yoel Edelstein
in Israel, press service of the Armenian
Parliament reported on Thursday.

Welcoming the guests, Yuli-Yoel
Edelstein attached importance to the
development of inter-parliamentary ties,
the centuries-old friendship between the
Armenian and Jewish people and ex-
pressed his readiness to make efforts for
the cooperation in various sectors, in
particular, in cultural , tourism, eco-
nomic and agricultural sectors.

Yuli-Yoel Edelstein reaffirmed his
stance that sooner or later the Knesset
must recognize the Armenian Geno-
cide.

“l am not so proud of the fact
that Israel has not yet recognized the
Armenian Genocide, nevertheless, a
certain progress already exists on this
path”, he said.

Yuli-Yoel Edelstein expressed hope
it would be possible to find peaceful
solutions to unsettled conflicts in near
future. The Knesset Speaker promised
to assist organizing regular meetings

between the high-ranking officials of
Israel and Armenia, as well as maintain-
ing active inter-parliamentary relations.
Inhis turn Artak Zakaryan thanked
for the invitation and reception and high-
lighted the role of inter-parliamentary
contacts in terms of development of
inter-state relations, implementation of
joint projects in various sectors, as well
as long-term political partnership. He
attached importance to the inter-parlia-
mentary Memorandum of Understand-
ing signed recently between Armenia’s
Parliament Speaker Galust Sahakyan and
the Knesset Speaker Yuli-Yoel Edelstein,
as well as the recent “Armenian-Israeli
international public forum” formed in
Yerevan. He expressed hope the results
of the second forum on January 19 can
be visible and can contribute to the
strengthening of mutually beneficial pub-
lic relations in a number of sectors.
Artak Zakaryan presented also the
current situation in the region and the
Armenian stances on their solution.
Attheend ofthe meeting Yuli-Yoel
Edelstein wished success to Armenia’s
Parliament in the organization of upcom-
ing elections and expressed hope the
Armenian-Israeli ties will be active in the
newly elected Parliament as well.

CIA Declassified Document: First Atom
Bomb in USSR Was Created in Armenia

YEREVAN --CIA
has declassified 13 mil- n
lion pages of documents
that had earlier been
available only at the
archive of Maryland.

According to a 18
January 1950 document,
Lavrentiy Beria super-
vised the production of
atomic bombs in the So-
viet Union who had been
given unlimited freedom
of action by Stalin. He had chosen the
area of Lake Sevan for production of
atomic bombs, as experts required pow-
erful water power plants to supply the
production, and Lake Sevan with its 28
tributaries matched the requirements
which were not met by the atomic cities
in Ural and Siberia.

As of 1950, the arca between
Lake Sevan Mount Aragats and Kanair
Plateau was a secret zone. The atomic
bomb plants were built in six caves

along the basalt shore of the river by
German prisoners of war and Soviet
slave labor in conformity with plans
drawn up by German specialists who
built Hitler’s underground factories in
Germany and Austria.

Part of the machinery was or-
dered from domestic factories, and the
rest were imported from Germany.

In January 1948 transport of ura-
nium ore from Saxony and Czechoslo-
vakia began. Power was drawn from
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Belarus To Extradite Jailed Blogger
to Azerbaijan

MINSK -- The Prosecutor
General's Office of Belarus has de-
cided to extradite Russian-Israeli
blogger Alexander Lapshin to
Azerbaijan. "The resolution was
adopted to extradite Lapshin on
Azerbaijan's request... The Prosecu-
tor General's Office studied the ma-
terials provided by the Azerbaijani
side. The decision to extradite the
citizen was made on that basis," the
office's spokesman, Pyotr Kiselev,
said Friday.

Azerbaijan had blacklisted
Lapshin, a duel citizen of Israel and
Russia, for visiting the Nagorno-
Karabakh Republic. The blogger then
conducted a second trip to Baku, using
a Ukrainian passport as a travel docu-
ment.

In his blog, he later criticized
Azerbaijan, highlighting the problems
encountered during the visit.

The blogger is now going to face
prosecution over “public appeals against
state” and “illegal border crossing” (Ar-
ticles 281.2 and 318.2 of Azerbaijan’s
Criminal Code), Ara Zohrabyan, the presi-
dent of the Armenian Chamber of Advo-
cates, says in a post on Facebook.

In a justification enclosed to its
decision, the General Prosecutor’s Of-
fice of Belarus cited the legal grounds
allowing for extradition. It said particu-
larly that extradition is legal whenever
the crime committed is found punishable
beyond reasonable doubt and is subject
to imprisonment for more than a year.

“Alexander Lapshin is not a
Belurusian citizen. There are no legis-
lative obstacles in either Azerbaijan or
Belarus to rule out his extradition to the
Republic of Azerbaijan,” reads the
document.

The decision canbe appealed within
10 days after being issued.

According to Zohrabyan, the presi-
dent of the Chamber says they have
created a special working group to deal
with the issue and provide the necessary
aid within their power. “Alexander

Lapshin needs
Zohrabyan said.

On the same day, Lapshin has
written a letter of apology to Azerbaijan's
President [lham Aliyev overthe blogger's
visit to Nagorno-Karabakh without con-
sent of Baku, Consul of Israeli embassy
to Minsk Yulia Rachinski-Spivakov said
Friday.

In the letter he asked pardon for
his activities in the light of the fact that
naivety was behind the actions he con-
ducted. The letter has been notarized by
the consul of Israeli embassy to Belarus
and sent via our embassy to Baku for
consideration by the administration of
Azerbaijan's president," Rachinski-
Spivakov said.

She added that Lapshin's mother,
who was also Israel's citizen, had also
requested Aliyev to pardon her son.

our protection,”

Van’s Edremit District Armenian
Signs Removed

VAN -- Atif Cigekli,
the trustee appointed to
Van’s Edremit district
has ordered to remove
the signs in Armenian,
ANF News reports.

Van’s Edremit Dis-
trict Municipality used
signs in  Turkish,
Kurdish, Armenian and
English in busy parts of
the district as part of [
efforts for a multilingual
life. These efforts were
especially prominent in Edremit as it
is a touristic district. The second
trustee Atis Cicekli made a name for
himself first with firing the workers
and implementing bans, and now he
had the signs in Armenian removed.

The Edremit district is by the
Van Lake and has a high potential for
nature and tourism. The district is
also the closest to the Akhtamar Is-
land where Armenian ceremonies are
held every September. Edremit s filled
with remnants of Armenian legacy.
There is a fountain in the district

| HON BI XER HATIN ARTEMETE
FULDP BYUL UCSUULRY
EDREMIT'E HO$ GELDINiZ

WELCOME TO EDREMIT

/" SAREDARIYA ARTEMET

", EDREMIT BELEDIYESI

made by the Armenian artist Arshile
Gorky, which had been restored by
the DBP municipality.

Armenians hold ceremonies on
Akhtamar Island in Van Lake on the
first week of every September. As a
service to Armenians coming to the
island for the ceremony, the Edremit
Municipality had put up signs in Ar-
menian in various places in the dis-
trict as per a decree by the municipal
council. But the trustee Atif Cigekli
removed these signs, without citing
a reason.

10 new hydroelectric plants, as well as
Dzorages and Yerevan plants. All the
other industrial enterprises were forced
to use minimum electric power. The

technical and scientific director of the
atomic station was a certain Arakelyan
who was Mikoyan’s school comrades
and enjoyed Stalin’s trust.
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AMAA Shares the Joy of Christmas with Over

9,000 Children From Armenia and Karabakh

PARAMUS, NJ - In late Decem-
ber until the end of winter vacation,
The Armenian Missionary Association
of America (AMAA), in collaboration
with the Evangelical Church of Arme-
nia, once again organized 45 Christ-
mas and New Year's programs in 30
towns and cities throughout Armenia
and Karabakh. Through these pro-
grams, they shared God’s love and
brought “Christmas Joy” to more than
9,000 children and their families from
the AMAA’s Sponsorship Program,
Sunday Schools, Avedisian School and
social and art centers. The real mes-
sage of Christmas was proclaimed
through music, recitations, games and
drama which conveyed the meaning
and the importance of the birth of
Jesus. Each program included a spe-
cial visit from Santa who distributed
"Christmas Joy" boxes of school sup-
plies, socks, mittens, candy, toys,
Christmas story activity booklets,
puzzles and coloring books to the chil-
dren.

In Karabakh, most of the 1,500
children who participated in these pro-
grams were children of martyred sol-
diers and from needy families. Special
Christmas programs were also orga-
nized in nine border villages in the
region of Tavush, in the Children's
Rehabilitation Center of Spitak for 30

autistic children and in the Martuni
village where many of the inhabitants
are descendants of the Armenian Geno-
cide survivors.

The highlight of these Christmas
programs took place on January 11
and 12 at the AMAA Center on
Baghramyan Streetin Yerevan for more
than 1,500 children. The AMAA's
Hayasa theatrical group presented a
beautiful and exciting drama entitled
"The Secret of Joy”, which was staged
and directed by Nune Abrahamyan.

On behalf of the AMAA and of
thousands of participating children,
we thank those who prayed for and
contributed to these Christmas pro-
grams. We are also very appreciative
of'the many volunteers who assembled
"Christmas Joy" boxes.

The AMAA would especially like
tothank Nelson Randolph and Al Jibilian
who coordinated purchasing and ship-
ping the Christmas gifts from the United
States to Armenia. Mr. Randolph and
Mr. Jibilian traveled to Armenia with
volunteers and assisted with assem-
bling and packing the Christmas Joy
boxes with other volunteers from the
AMAA Center in Yerevan. Since the
Nelson's and Al's involvement over the
last few years, the AMAA's Christmas
Joy Program has strengthened and
continues to grow.

#BridgingStories Exhibit Connects
Armenian and Turkish Photographers
Through Shared Stories

YEREVAN--A
new photo exhibit
highlighting work
created by Armenian
and Turkish photog-
raphers during a five-
month-long collabo- |
rative project opened
on January 24, 2017, [~
atthe NPAK/ACCEA
(the Armenian Center
for Contemporary
Experimental Art) in
Yerevan.

The exhibit features work from
24 young Armenian and Turkish pho-
tojournalists, who spent five months
taking aremarkable set of photographs
that tell the story of their lives and
underscore the similarities that exist
between them.

“What makes this exhibit so com-

U.S. EMBASSY IN ARMENIA

STORYTELLER’S CAFE NG(

JANUARY 24 - FEBRUARY 7, 2017
Opening at 16:00 at ACCEA/NPAK

Buzand 1/3, Yerevan

www.storytellerscafe.org

pelling is the emphasis on shared sto-
ries, based on the fundamental premise
that what connects us is greater than
what divides us,” said U.S. Ambassa-
dor to Armenia Richard Mills, Jr. at the
opening of the exhibit. “It is powerful
and inspiring to see how this project is
building bridges between our talented

3

“An Ordinary Genocide” Project Manager
Presents New Facts on
Armenian Massacres in Baku

YEREVAN (Armenpress) -- The
publicrelations and information center
of the Armenian President’s staff will
hold events in various, as well as inter-
national media platforms during 2017
and will release materials in different
languages aimed at revealing the lies
and falsification of the Azerbaijani pro-
paganda and presenting the reality,
“An Ordinary Genocide” project man-
ager Marina Grigoryan told reporters
on Friday.

She said they will cooperate with
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Diaspora Ministry in order to carry out
these works.

“Today is January 20 which the
Azerbaijanis usually celebrate as a trag-
edy day. On that day, the Soviet troops
entered Baku, but the turmoil the
Azerbaijanis raise during the last 27
years is done in order to silence and to
make all forget the events that were
taking place in Baku on January 13-19,
1990. That week entered history as a
week of pogrom of Armenians in Baku.
Azerbaijan tries to make those terrible
events forgotten when in a week they
killed Armenians, tortured, burned,
forcibly deported them”, Marina
Grigoryan said, adding that Baku, how-
ever, doesn’t consider one thing that
the eyewitnesses of such atrocities are
still alive.

“Tens of thousands of people,
who have passed though this hell, saw
it, lost their relatives, lost their entire
property, are alive. Taking into ac-
count the fact that we have few docu-
ments and photos on the Armenian
massacres in Baku, we decided to fill
that gap by the eyewitness reports
within the framework of “An Ordinary
Genocide” project. A sub-project was
initiated, called “A century-long geno-
cide”, and we decided that it is neces-
sary to listen to many eyewitnesses
and record their memories as a vivid
evidence of the genocide committed
against Armenians in Baku”, she said.

Marina Grigoryan stated that they
have departed for the US for that
purpose since during the 1990s over
60.000 Armenians moved to there from
Baku. “We have visited the US two
times in a month and during that period
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we have videotaped over 150 Arme-
nians. As a result, we already have a
movie on three languages which is
called “A century-long genocide: Black
January of Baku”. It was presented in
2015”, she stated.

Grigoryan also presented the book
published on the sidelines of “An Ordi-
nary Genocide” project which is based
on the talks with Armenians of Baku in
the US.

“The book contains nearly 50
evidence of the Armenians of Baku
where they tell about what they have
seen. We know relatively little about
the Baku massacres since we don’t
have many facts on that. Even till now
the exact number of Armenians killed
in Baku is unknown. Based on our
facts and evidences, we suppose that
the number was around 500-600. In all
meetings with the Armenians of Baku
we have gathered new facts and de-
tails. Their stories were very unique
and they provide the real picture of that
terrible crime”, she said, stating that
during the talks with the eyewitnesses
it was revealed that after January,
1990 the Armenians in Baku were kept
hostage.

She also presented a document
proving the Armenian massacres in Baku.
The document is given to Margarita
Gasinskaya whom she met in Boston.
“Hermotheris Armenian, Anna Niazyan.
The document was provided by Baku’s
military commandership. The document
states that they had to evacuate the
family from Baku since their life was in
danger in that city. I think this is really
exclusive since it shows what there
were threats against Armenians”, Ma-
rina Grigoryan said.

It was also revealed that criminal
cases has been launched based on the
applications of Armenians in Baku,
however, no criminal case has been
completed.

Marina Grigoryan informed that
they are trying to collect facts as much
as possible. She said the second chap-
ter of the book is being prepared which
will include memories of 60 eyewit-
nesses. The work will be continuous.
Another movie will also be presented
to the public soon.

participants from Armenia and Tur-
key, and among their audiences,
whether they visit the exhibit in person
or follow the project online at the

#BridgingStories Instagram page.”
With the sponsorship of the

Continued on page4
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Dr. Levon Chookaszian to Speak on
“The Silk Road and Armenian Textiles
Throughout the Centuries”

FRESNO -- Dr. Levon
Chookaszian (UNESCO Chair of Art
History, Yerevan State University), will
give an illustrated lecture on “The Silk
Road and Armenian Textiles Through-
out the Centuries” at 7:30PM on Tues-
day, February 7, in the University Busi-
ness Center, Alice Peters Auditorium,
Room 191, on the Fresno State campus.

The lecture is part of the Arme-
nian Studies Program Spring 2017
Lecture Series and is supported by the
Leon S. Peters Foundation.

The archaeological evidence of
the involvement of Armenia in the
developing system of pan-Asian ex-
change of goods can be traced to the
3rd millennium B.C. Goods destined
for the Near East from Central and
South-Eastern Asia passed through
Armenia to be taken to western Asia
Minor, the Balkans, and the North
Caucasian passes and beyond. These
routes served as the beginning of the
Great Silk Road.

The “opening” of the road in the
130s BC after the successful mission
of Chan Tsiang—the ambassador of
the Chinese Emperor to the palace of
Parthian monarchs—coincided with
the period of political and economic
rise of the Armenian Kingdom under
Tigran the Great (95-55 BC).

One of the principal branches of
the Silk Road stretches along the Ararat
valley, through the current territory of
the Republic of Armenia. Five historic
capitals of Armenia, including Yerevan,
are on thisroad. Silks and textiles were
not only exported to Armenia but also
produced inside of country.

The renowned Venetian Marco
Polo was astounded by the beauty of
Armenian carpets. We find that beauty
on the canvases of Italian Renaissance
painters and in the descriptions of the
palaces of Khalid Al-Rashid. Images of
these silks and textiles are preserved
inside of the Armenian medieval manu-

scripts—but are as of now largely
unstudied. Dr. Chookaszian will trace
this history through the study of Ar-
menian medieval manuscripts.

Dr. Levon Chookaszian is the
UNESCO Professor of Armenian Art
History at Yerevan State University
and one of the leading authorities in the
world on Armenian art. He is the au-
thor of two monographs: The Art of
the 13th century Armenian Painter
Grigor Tsaghkogh (1986), and the other
on Arshag Fetvadjian Masters and Trea-
sures of Armenian Art (2011).
Chookaszian has taught at Yerevan State
University since 1978 and is one of the
founders of the department of art his-
tory. In 1996 he established the UNESCO
Chair of Armenian Art History.

The lecture is free and open to
the public. Free parking is available,
using parking code 273703 (use the
code in kiosks in the parking area to
receive the permit) at Fresno State
Lots P5 and P6, near the University
Business Center, Fresno State.

For more information about the
lecture please contact the Armenian
Studies Program at 278-2669, or visit
our website at www.fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudies.

#BridgingStories Exhibit

Continued from page3

U.S. Embassy in Yerevan, the
#BridgingStories project was imple-
mented by the Storyteller’s Café
NGO and led by co-teachers Anush
Babajanyan and Serra Akcan under
the tutelage of the acclaimed Na-
tional Geographic photographer
John Stanmeyer. #BridgingStories
has garnered attention from around
the world as participants have posted
many of their images to Instagram,
highlighting the similarities and par-
allel interests and experiences shared
by the young people from both coun-
tries. Currently on display at NPAK/
ACCEA are 72 photos that best cap-
ture the #BridgingStories theme.

The 24 participants, 12 each from
Turkey and Armenia, were selected
through a rigorous application process
last summer and came together for an
intensive photojournalism workshop
in Dilijan, Armenia, in August 2016.
Once back in their hometowns, they
continued working with each other
and with Mr. Stanmeyer, Ms.
Babajanyan, and Ms. Akcan to hone
their story telling skills and perfect
their images. By photographing life in
the towns and cities where they live,
and sharing these images via the
Instagram account “#BridgingStories,”
they continue to connect with each
other and with their global audience.

The free exhibition in Yerevan
will run from January 24 to February 7.
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Golden State Bank and Ameriabank Sign
Cooperation Agreement

B MERVABANK  GOLDEN STATE BANK . AMERH
= P | —
SoTatE A [l AMERIABANK  GOLDEN STA

YEREVAN -- Golden State Bank and Ameriabank have announced the
signing of a memorandum of understanding which seeks to establish a closer
collaboration between the two respected institutions, and enables existing and
prospective customers of the two banks to have access to each other's
markets and services.

Going forward, individuals and companies based in Armenia interested
in accessing banking, real estate, and/or business markets in California, will
have a trusted banking institution in Golden State Bank through Ameriabank's
intermediation. Conversely, individuals and companies based in the United
States will have access to Ameriabank's products and services via Golden
State Bank's referrals.

This collaboration is the first such instance between an Armenia-based
bank and a US-based commercial banking institution, and will offer unprec-
edented opportunity for individuals in and from Armenia to buy real estate in
California and access a wide array of banking services through funding from
Golden State Bank preliminarily applying to Ameriabank. Conversely, Golden
State Bank will refer and act as an intermediary for US based companies and
individuals to apply to Ameriabank for financing for the purpose of starting or
purchasing a business and real estate, and many other products and services
(distance account opening, cards, deposits, etc.).

"We have good knowledge of and highly respect the Armenian banking
sector. We have strong banking relationships in the Armenian American
business community in Los Angeles. We are excited about our new relation-
ship with Ameriabank which is one of the most respected and highly regarded
banks in Armenia. We are looking forward to offer our clientele referral
services and additional ease to invest and operate in Armenia, which will
undoubtedly contribute to economic development and create new jobs in the
country, at the same time offering services to entities in the Armenian market
to access service areas and markets where Golden State Bank operates" said
Mr. Tom Byington, CEO of Golden State Bank.

"I highly value the new cooperation with Golden State Bank which will
make it possible to bridge the distance between Armenia and California, enable
both banks to expand and boost their business and open up access to real estate
markets for businesses and individuals. Our collaboration will facilitate the
expansion of cooperation between the two countries, in particular, building
new business relationships with an important segment of the Armenian
Diaspora", said Mr. Artak Hanesyan, Ameriabank CEO.

Gladys Berejiklian Sworn

edge and rich experience will effectively
contribute to further raising the welfare
of the state’s people.

New South Wales, having a lead-
ingrolein the economic and political life
of Australia, is famous also as a region,
where peoples’ freedom and equality,
human rights and universal democratic
values have always been of primordial
significance.

The bright evidence of this fact is
the resolution on recognition of NKR’s
independence and its right to self-deter-
mination, adopted by the legislative body
of the state on October 25, 2015.

Continued from page 1

sure what the teacher’s asking you,
put your hand up and have a go’... |
just remember that like nothing else
and that’s kind of kept me going for
all my life.”

In 2015, she attended com-
memoration ceremonies in Yerevan
for the 100th anniversary of the Ar-
menian Genocide.

Ms Berejiklian said she would
be governing “for everyone” in NSW.

On 24 January Artsakh Repub-
lic President Bako Sahakyan sent a

SEROP'S CAFE
GREEK & LEBANESE FOOD

SERVYING BATON ROUGE SINCE 1979

congratulatory address to Mrs. Gledis
Berejikyan, Prime Minister of the
New South Wales of Australia.

“On behalf of the people and
authorities of Artsakh and personally
myself I cordially congratulate You
on the appointment to the post of
prime-minister of the New South
Wales state of Australia.

I'am confident that Y our knowl-

I hope that during Your tenure a
fresh content will be brought to the
friendly ties between Artsakh and New
South Wales, contributing to the estab-
lishment of mutually beneficial coopera-
tion.

I once again congratulate You,
wishing robust health and great success
in the realization of Your mission.” The
letter read.
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MARTIAL ARTS - ORGANIZED by
cAIDZ YOUTH ORGANIZATION

MASTER SEVAK HAKOBYAN - 4"paN

INTERNATIONAL MASTER OF MARTIAL ARTS
WORLD RECOGNIZED MEMBER OF ADAPTIVE SPORTS

» MARTIAL ARTS
» SELF-DEFENSE

+ SEPARATE GROUPS: MEN
+ WOMEN

+ CHILDREN

4 PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

< FREE for PEOPLE With DISABILITIES - GREAT RATES for FAMILIES & STUDENTS
= OFFICIAL OPENING & DEMONSTRATION FRIDAY, JANUARY 20, 2017, AT 5:30 PM
ADDRESS: 1060 NORTH ALLEN AVENUE. PASADENA, CA 91104

For registration and info contact Gaidz Youth Orgamzation: 626-926-7224; email: infol@gaidz.org
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E Gaidz Youth Organization; Ej @GaidzYouth
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