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Armenian-Iranian Defense Cooperation
Discussed in Tehran

TEHRAN -- Defense Minister of
Armenia Vigen Sargsian who is on an
official visit in the [slamic Republic of
Iran met with Minister of Defense and
Armed Forces Logistics of Iran
Hossein Dehghan on January 31.

The top military official of Iran
welcomed the Armenian delegation and
congratulated on the 25th anniversary
of the establishment of the Armenian
Armed Forces. Stressing the high level
of Armenian-Iranian cooperation, the
Defense Ministers of both countries
expressed readiness to further deepen
and expand bilateral relations.

Defense Minister Dehqan reaf-
firmed Iran’s desire to deepen rela-
tions with Armenia and warned against
attempts to resolve regional conflicts
by force. “It is not acceptable to resort
to force to solve regional problems
and the Islamic Republic of Iran will
spare no effort to solve these prob-

lems,” the Iranian Press TV channel
quoted him as telling Sargsian.

Use of force for conflict resolu-
tion has already “proved to be futile,”
Dehgan said, according to the Mehr
news agency.

According to the Armenian De-
fense Ministry, Sargsian and Dehqgan
discussed the Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict and agreed on the need for its
“solely negotiated settlement.”

Vigen Sargsyan noted that it is
necessary to organize regular meet-
ings and develop an agenda of consul-
tations so as to be able to deepen
Armenian-Iranianrelations.

Apart from bilateral issues, the
sides also discussed issues of regional
and international security and settle-
ment of conflicts.

Referring to Nagorno Karabakh

Continued on page 2

Atom Egoyan: The Diaspora Should Protest
Against Fraudulent Elections Results

LOS ANGELES -- Los Angeles
hosted a discussion organized by the
University of Southern California In-
stitute of Armenian Studies entitled
"Celebrity Diplomacy: Redefining
Armenia's Role in the Diaspora" on
January 29.

Atom Egoyan, Canadian film-
maker of Armenian origin, said during
the meeting that the results of the
upcoming parliamentary elections are
predictable, but unacceptable for
Diaspora. He stressed that one should
not put up with the election results and
that it is necessary to protest against
the fact that people in Armenia are
persecuted for their political views.
He emphasized that it is time to take
more active partin the domestic politi-
cal processes in Armenia and to give
new quality to those processes.

For his part, System of a Down
frontman, Serj Tankian said that the
figures of Diaspora do not support any
particular political force and they
support the people. He stressed the
need to prevent bloodshed in Armenia,

and he emphasized the need to stop
further migration from Armenia by
creating favorable conditions for the
youth to stay in the Motherland.

Arsinee Khanjian, Canadian-Ar-
menian actress, producer and activist,
was one of the keynote speakers at the
discussion. She pointed out the need to
provide Diaspora Armenians with an
opportunity to vote during the elections
in Armenia. She hopes that at least
something may change in Armenia, but
this may happen with the Diaspora's
supportonly. Atthe same time, Khanjian
thinks that it should not be only finan-
cial support, because the funds go to
the oligarchy representatives' pockets
rather than to ordinary people.

To note, Justice Within Armenia
initiative, which participated in the
discussion, is going to observe the
parliamentary elections in Armenia.
The participants in the discussion
stressed that the initiative should not
only conduct an observation mission,
but should also take active part in the
post-electoral processes.

Turkish FM Mevliit Cavusoglu Calls on
Armenia to Set Up Joint Commission

ANKARA -- Turkish Foreign
Minister Mevliit Cavusoglu has called
on Armenia “to set up a joint commis-
sion to study the events of 1915.”
Panorama.am reports referring to
Ermenihaber news agency.

As the source reports, during the
meeting with the reporters Turkish
minister has welcomed the decision
adopted by the French Constitutional
Court on overturning the law on the
criminalization ofthe Armenian Geno-
cide denial. In addition to this,
Cavusoglu is pleased about the fact
that the resolution on 1915 adopted by
the Danish Parliament does not use the
word genocide.

In his call addressed to Armenia
Turkish foreign minister has particu-
larly mentioned about setting up a joint
commission which will also include
histories from various countries. “Let
everyone open their archives, after-
wards we will accept any revelation,” he
noted claiming that Armenia has not
agreed to set such a commission as there
has beenno genocide, however Armenia
continues its cooperation with lobbying
foreign forces against Turkey.

In addition to those ridiculous
claims, Cavusoglu even announced
that the Armenian Diaspora collabo-
rates with the Glilen movement, which
is classified as a terrorist organization
in Turkey.

Deputy Speaker of the National
Assembly (NA) of Armenia, Eduard
Sharmazanov, responded to
Cavusoglu's proposal, calling it use-

less brain exercise.

“Instead of making senseless pro-
posals and brain exercises, Turkey
must come to terms with its history,
following Germany's suit, which ad-
mitted its guilt for the Jewish Holo-
caust. If Cavusoglu is not aware, he
can get familiarized with the state-
ments of France, Russia and UK on the
events of 1915, which had described
Turkey’s actions against the Armenian
people asacrime against humanity. He
can also read the decision of the
Constantinople’s Military Tribunal of
1915, inwhich the Armenian Genocide
was characterized as a crime against
humanity and civilization,” he said.

Sharmazanov stressed that Tur-
key must recognizing the Armenian
Genocide, and open the border with
Armenia, fulfilling the obligations taken
up since 2009.

Armenia Condemns Israeli Blogger’s
Arrest In Belarus

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Arme-
nian Foreign Minister Edward
Nalbandian on Tuesday condemned as
a “disgrace” the decision by authori-
ties in Belarus to arrest and hand over
to Azerbaijan an Israeli travel blogger
who has visited Nagorno-Karabakh in
the past.

Alexander Lapshin, who also
holds Russian and Ukrainian passports,
travelled to Karabakhin2011and 2012
and gave detailed accounts of the trips
on his Russian-language blog. The
Azerbaijani authorities say that Lapshin
illegally entered “occupied territories
of Azerbaijan” and urged others to
violate the country’s territorial integ-
rity.

Lapshin, 40, was detained in
Belarus on December 14. A court in
Minsk upheld last week Belarusian
prosecutors’ decision to allow his ex-
tradition to Azerbaijan.

“I don’t know who can gain what
from the Lapshin case,” Nalbandian
told a news conference. “But I’m sure
that it won’t add to anyone’s reputa-
tion. It’s quite the opposite.”

“It’s a disgrace,” he said. “In some

cases, that disgrace becomes a charac-
teristic of some people’s identity.”
Israel asked Belarus not to hand
over Lapshin to Baku shortly after his
arrest. Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov similarly expressed concern
over his fate in January. And the Com-
mittee to Protect Journalist (CPJ), a
New York-based watchdog, demanded
the blogger’s “unconditional” release

Continued on page 2
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French Constitutional Council Censors the
Law Criminalizing Genocide Denial

PARIS -- The Constitutional
Council of France on Thursday an-
nulled the decision, which the country’s
National Assembly had adopted on
December 22, 2016, with respect to
criminalizing the denial of genocides
and mass murders on national or reli-
gious grounds.

The Constitutional Council re-
quired some amendments to the Equal-
ity and Citizenship Act article that
refers to the penalty for the denial of
genocide and some crimes—including
those which still legally are not consid-
ered as such.

The French Constitutional Coun-
cil decided that the criminalizing of
genocide denial and the ensuing penal-
ties are mandatory for application, since
they are in violation of the Law on

Freedom of Speech and Press that was
adopted in 1881, and which runs
counter to the Constitution of France.

The Coordinating Council of Ar-
menian Organizations of France
(CCAF) has said “the Constitutional
Council has the moral and political
responsibility for exposing many
French citizens, and especially those
of Armenian origin, to the aggression
with complete impunity of Turkey’s
state denial.”

The CCAF will never accept such
a submission and will continue to de-
nounce and combat negationism which
has no connection with any historical
debate but instead participates in the
elaboration and justification of the
crime of genocide, the supreme stage
of racism.

Government, Opposition Reach
New Deal on Election Broadcasts

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) --
Armenia’s government and three ma-
jor opposition parties have reached a
new agreement to ensure live online
broadcasts of voting and ballot count-
ing in the upcoming parliamentary elec-
tions.

The government had agreed to
install web cameras in all of the
country’s 2,000 or so polling stations
as part of a September 2016 deal with
the parliamentary opposition aimed at
minimizing electoral fraud.

The government warned last
week, however, that it may be unable
to do that due to financial reasons. A
senior government official said a single
private company interested in provid-
ing and operating the broadcasting
equipment has set a disproportionately
high price for its services.

A special multi-partisan commis-
sion implementing the September
scrambled to find a way around this
financial hurdle.

An opposition member of the
commission, Avetis Avagian, an-
nounced on Thursday that it has
worked out an alternative cost-cutting
solution whereby cameras will be in-
stalled in at least 1,500 polling stations
across Armenia. He said 93 percent of
the country’s eligible voters reside in
those precincts.

“This is a minimum number,”
Avagian told reporters. “There is still

room for increasing the number of
cameras.”

Avagian said that the new deal
was made possible by the European
Union’s decision to raise to 2 million
euros ($2.2 million) the amount of its
funding for the purchase of the broad-
casting equipment. He said the head of
the EU Delegation in Yerevan, Piotr
Switalski, has also helped to convince
the government to promise that the
equipment will be exempt from a 20
percent import tax.

Avagian, who represents the op-
position Armenian National Congress
(HAK), went on to praise the govern-
ment for the promised concession. “I
can conclude from this that they too
are interested in the implementation of
this program,” he said.

As part of the landmark deal with
the opposition, the authorities in
Yerevan will also introduce electronic
verification of voters’ identity and post-
election publication of signed voter
lists. These measures are meant to
prevent multiple voting by government
loyalists.

The EU as well as the United
States have also pledged to finance the
purchase of electronic machines that
will be used for voter identification.
Armenia’s Central Election Commis-
sion (CEC) said earlier this month that
it will hire 4,000 computer-savvy
people to operate them.

Armenia Condemns Israeli Blogger’s Arrest

Continued frompage 1

in a January 13 statement.

The Armenian government has
until now been careful not to publicly
criticize the Belarusian authorities.

Armenia’s human rights ombuds-
man, Arman Tatoyan, strongly con-
demned them when he met with a
senior Council of Europe official in
Strasbourg last week. Tatoyan called
Lapshin’s arrest an “attempt to set an
inadmissible precedent.”

“I don’t think that it will become
a precedent or scare away anyone,”
insisted Nalbandian. “People have gone
to Karabakh and will keep going to
Karabakh.”

The Azerbaijani government has
officially banned over 600 non-Arme-
nian foreigners from visiting Azerbaijan
because of their publicized trips to
Karabakh. The blacklist includes 180
journalists.

Both Armenia and Belarus are
members of the Russian-led Eurasian
Economic Union and Collective Secu-
rity Treaty Organization (CSTO). But
more importantly, Belarus’s authori-
tarian President Aleksandr Lukashenko
maintains a warm rapport with his
Azerbaijani counterpart [lham Aliyev.
Lapshin was arrested about two weeks
after Lukashenko’s official visit to
Baku during which he received
Azerbaijan’s highest state award.

Karabakh Issue Top Priority for Russian
Foreign Policy

MOSCOW -- The Karabakh con-
flict settlement is one of the priorities
of the Russian foreign policy, Russian
Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Maria
Zakharova told a briefing today.

Commenting on the results of the
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov’s meetings with his Armenian
and Azerbaijani counterparts earlier
this month, Zakharova said “the nego-
tiations were constructive” and added
that “concrete ideas on the settlement
of the Karabakh conflict were dis-
cussed.”

She said new meetings will be
held in the future, but the timetable has
not yet been finalized. “New meetings
will certainly be held, however the
agenda has not been set yet. The issue
is considered a top priority of Russia’s
foreign policy agenda, thus the talks in
different formats will be continuous,”
she noted.

A meeting between Russia’s For-
eign Minister Sergey Lavorv and
Armenia’s Foreign Minister Edward
Nalbandian was held in Moscow earlier,
which was followed by the meeting
between FM Lavrov and his Azerbaijani
counterpart Elmar Mammadyarov.

Former US Ambassador to Armenia
Named Acting Assistant Secretary of State

WASHINGTON, DC (Armradio)
-- Former US Ambassador to Armenia
John Heffern has assumed the respon-
sibilities of the Assistant Secretary of
State for European and Eurasian Af-
fairs after Victoria Nuland’s resigna-
tion. John Heffern had been the Princi-
pal Deputy Assistant Secretary since
August 2015.

The assignment is tempoorary as
the new administration team gets in
place.

John Heffern, a career member
of the Senior Foreign Service, served
as the U.S. Ambassador to Armenia
from 2011-2014. His prior experience
included Deputy Chief of Mission
(DCM) at USNATO, Brussels; DCM
in Jakarta, Indonesia; and, Executive
Assistant to the Under Secretary for
Political Affairs.

Other previous posts include:
USNATO; Tokyo; Malaysia desk of-
ficer in Washington; Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia; Abidjan, Ivory Coast; and

Guangzhou, China. From 1994-1996,
Heffern served as a Pearson Fellow on
the Asia Subcommittee for the House
International Relations Committee.

Prior to entering the Foreign Ser-
vice, Heffern served in the office of
Senator John C. Danforth (R-MO) as
the Senator’s Office Director and Re-
search Assistant.

Armenian-Iranian Defense Cooperation

Continued frompage 1

conflict settlement and highlighting the
efforts aimed at ensuring regional peace
and stability, the sides emphasized the
importance of exclusively peaceful and
negotiated settlement of the conflict.

Dehqan said that Armenian-Ira-
nian ties have been deepening “in all
fields” in recent years. The Iranian
general spoke of “cultural and histori-
cal bonds” between the two neighbor-
ing nations, reported Mehr.

In a statement, the Defense Min-
istry in Yerevan said Sargsian and
Dehqgan “expressed readiness to ex-

pand and develop bilateral relations.”
The Armenian minister was reported to
say that the two sides should “work out
a mechanism for periodical meetings
and consultations” for that purpose.

Sargsian referred to defense in-
dustry as a potential area of Armenian-
Iranian military cooperation when he
visited Tehran’s Malek Ashtar Univer-
sity engaged in military research later
in the day.

Afterwards, the Armenian del-
egation also visited “Iran Electronics
Industries” specialized in engineering
and implementing technological solu-
tions for the defense spectrum.

SEROP'S CAFE
GREEK & LEBANESE FOOD

SERVING BATON ROUGE SINCE 1979
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Cem Ozdemir: "The German Bundestag Would Have Probably Never Passed

TORONTO -- On the 10th anni-
versary of Hrant Dink’s assassination,
Armenian political, cultural, religious,
business, philanthropic and academic
organizations of Toronto and Montreal
gathered together to commemorate
Hrant Dink and remember his immense
contributions to human rights.

The Zoryan Institute of Canada
prepared the contextual, audio-visual
presentation celebrating Hrant Dink’s
life, featuring the events leading to his
murder and the significance of his loss
to the cause of human rights world-
wide.

On this occassion, Mr. Cem
Ozdemir, Co-Chair of the Green Party
of Germany, and his colleague, Dr.
Henriette Rytz, traveled from Berlin
for the event to express their solidarity
with the principles advocated by Hrant
Dink.

Mr. Ozdemir was one of the
champions of Germany’s parliamen-
tary resolution thatrecognizes the 1915
mass murder of Armenians as geno-
cide and accepted its complicity in the
crime, in collaboration with the Otto-
man Turks.

Also on this occasion, Hrant
Dink’s widow, Mrs. Rakel Dink, sent
a special video message of apprecia-
tion to the audience and Mr. Ozdemir
himself.

“I would like to salute all of you
with my most sincere thanks, love and
yearning.l would like to thank all the
organizers, participants and the ones
who made the efforts to realize such
an event in Unity. During the past ten
years, communities and human rights
activists worldwide come together to
combat discriminationand strengthen
their power. My special thanks to Cem
Ozdemir who is among you today. He
was always on Hrant Dink’s side, ten
years ago....He always had a share in
this struggle. Thank you.”

Ms. Megan Reid, Zoryan
Institute’s Outreach Coordinator,
opened the event by welcoming the
German delegation headed by Mr.

the Genocide Resolution Without Hrant Dink"

Ozdemir and revealed the relationship
between the Institute and Hrant Dink.
”The Zoryan Institute shares the
values promoted by Hrant Dink who
understood that true peace can be
achieved only if Turks and Armenians
can speak openly about their past.”

Mr. Raffi Bedrosyan, the initiator
of the program and Special Advisor to
the Zoryan Institute on Turkish Af-
fairs, was the moderator of the evening
and summarized the meaning of the
event: “The objective of today’s event
is not only to commemorate Hrant
Dink, but to reaffirm our commitment
to continue Hrant Dink’s mission for
reconciliation among people with dif-
ferent ethnicities, cultures and reli-
gion, particularly among Armenians
and Turks.”

He further explained how Hrant
Dink, the founder and editor-in-chief
of Agos, aimed to eliminate all stereo-
types, hatred & discrimination against
minorities in Turkey. To demonstrate
the type of hatred promoted by Turk-
ish officials at the highest level, he
shared a part of a speech by Mr. Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, the President of Tur-
key, who complained about people
calling him “..even uglier things...an
Armenian.”

The keynote speaker, Mr. Cem
Ozdemir, a close friend of Hrant Dink,

gave a heartfelt speech about why he
came to this event and why the Ger-
man Bundestag passed the resolution.
Speaking about his background and
his values, he had this to say:

“I grew up in a Turkish family.
My mother and father came as so
called guest workers to Germany. They
taught me that [I] should not select
[my] friends by their nationality or
religion but you select them by the
heart they have. My mother grew up in
Istanbul and experienced as a 6/7 years
old child what was then a pogrom
happening towards the Greek minority
in 1955. She told me, they were our
neighbours, we were living together.
We visited them when they had their
Christian holidays and they visited us
when we had our Muslim celebrations.
Then the nationalists came. Of course,
the neighbours didn’t want to attack
their neighbours so they had to bring in
people from the prisons from far away
to attack the Greeks. My mom who is
a Muslim believer, stressed to me that
[1] have to protect people even if they
are from other religions or... are not a
good Muslim.”

Referring to Hrant Dink’s influ-
ence on him, Cem Ozdemir explained
how Hrant “taught [him] most about
the Armenian Genocide and what hap-
pened to other Christian minorities in

Turkey. Without Hrant, I would not be
here. Without Hrant, a lot of Arme-
nians in Turkey, believe me, would not
talk about the Genocide. Without Hrant,
a lot people of Turkish origin would
have never heard about the Genocide
and without Hrant, the German
Bundestag would have probably never
passed the genocide resolution.”

“We should not finger point at
Turkey. We [the Germans] should also
talk about our involvement. We were
eye witnesses, our diplomats, mis-
sionaries, knew exactly what was hap-
pening. They told us precisely and
thanks to Mr. Wolfgang Gust, his wife
and the Zoryan Institute, all of this is
documented,” Ozdemir said.

Mr. Ozdemir explained the im-
portance: “...that we talk about Ger-
man guilt and German responsibility.
That is why we talked about the re-
sponsibility of Germany, to do every-
thing we can do and of course the EU
too, that Armenia, the country Hrant
loved so much and at the same time he
also loved his other country, Turkey.
That those two countries that Hrant
loved so much, that one day they have
an open border and it is as easy to go
from Armenia to Turkey and from
Turkey to Armenia. Just as easy it is
for me today to go from Germany to
France and from France to Poland.”

Reaffirming Hrant Dink’s mis-
sion, Ozdemir stated the following: “If
we have the chance to hear the other
side of the story, even if they may be
brainwashed, I am sure they will start
to ask questions. That is the start for
change and rethinking.”

He further added “....Trust the
Zoryan Institute...trust what your fa-
thers, mothers and grandparents told
you, nobody can neglect that and no-
body can take that away.”

He closed the tribute to Hrant
Dink with a heartfelt statement, I
want to use this opportunity to thank
Hrant and say how much I miss him. I
am sure you all miss him too.”

Reddit Co-Founder Alexis Ohanian:
I’'m the Great Grandson of Refugees Who Fled the Armenian Genocide

SAN FRANCISCO -- Alexis
Ohanian, the co-founder of Reddit and
the son of an undocumented US immi-
grant, says President Donald Trump’s
immigration ban is both “deeply un-
American” and “potentially unconsti-
tutional.” Ohanian expressed his views
in an open letter to the Reddit commu-
nity posted to the official Reddit blog,
theverge.com reports.

The tech industry figure describes
himself as not only the son of an
undocumented German immigrant, but
also “the great grandson of refugees
who fled the Armenian Genocide.”
Ohanian says welcoming both groups
— immigrants and refugees — is
America’s “unfair advantage,” quot-
ing a startup term for besting the com-
petition. “Without them, there’s no
me, and there’s no Reddit. We are
Americans,” he writes. “Let’s not for-
get that we’ve thrived as a nation
because we’ve been a beacon for the
courageous — the tired, the poor, the

tempest-tossed.”

Ohanian is just the latest tech
industry figure to take a more hard-
ened and transparent stand against
Trump's immigration ban, which has
led to a chaotic scene at US airports,
scores of protests across the country,
and a mounting wave of legal battles

for the new administration.

The full text of the letter:

After two weeks abroad, I was
looking forward to returning to the
U.S. this weekend, but as I got off the
plane at LAX on Sunday, [ wasn't sure
what country I was coming back to.

President Trump’s recent execu-
tive order is not only potentially un-
constitutional, but deeply un-Ameri-
can. We are a nation of immigrants,
after all. In the tech world, we often
talk about a startup’s "unfair advan-
tage" thatallows it to beat competitors.
Welcoming immigrants and refugees
has been our country's unfair advan-
tage, and coming from an immigrant
family has been mine as an entrepre-
neur.

As many of you know, I am the
son of an undocumented immigrant
from Germany and the great grandson
of refugees who fled the Armenian
Genocide.

A little over a century ago, a
Turkish soldier decided my great
grandfather was too young to kill after
cutting down his parents in front of
him; instead of turning the sword on
the boy, the soldier sent him to an
orphanage. Many Armenians, includ-
ing my great grandmother, found sanc-
tuary in Aleppo, Syria—before the two
reconnected and found their way to
Ellis Island. Thankfully they weren't
retained, rather they found this mes-
sage:

"Give me your tired, your poor,
your huddled masses yearning to
breathe free, the wretched refuse of
your teeming shore. Send these, the
homeless, tempest-tossed to me, I lift
my lamp beside the golden door!"

My great grandfather didn’t speak
much English, but he worked hard,
and was able to get a job at Endicott-
Johnson Shoe Company in

Continued on page4
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Mike Connors, Star of TV Series 'Mannix,'
Dead at 91

LOS ANGELES - Mike Connors,
who starred as a hard-hitting private
eye on the long-running television se-
ries “Mannix,” has died. He was 91.

Connors died surrounded by fam-
ily Thursday afternoon at a Los Ange-
les hospital from complications of leu-
kemia that had been diagnosed a week
earlier, said his son-in-law, Mike
Condon.

One of the highest-paid actors on
American television at the time,
Connors starred on "Mannix" for all
eight seasons of its run on the CBS
network, from 1967 to 1975.

The square-jawed actor played
tough-as-nails private detective Joe
Mannix and actress Gail Fisher co-
starred as an independent investigator
and his loyal secretary, Peggy, in a
series that attracted a strong follow-
ing.

The show was heavy on car
chases, fistfights and bullets - and
light on nuance - as Connors pursued
the bad guys, although he later pro-
fessed to a determination to plumb the
emotional depths of his TV alter ego.

"I know that I kept saying I want
this character to be as real as possible,
to feel the emotions, the ups and the
downs, to shed a tear, whatever it took

that happens to the average human
being," Connors told Fox News Chan-
nel in a 2000 interview.

"One of the reasons the show
was very popular is because we tried
to stay as close to reality as possible."

Connors was nominated for an
Emmy four times for his work on
"Mannix" and won a Golden Globe
award in 1970 as best actor in a dra-
matic series. "Mannix" was twice nomi-
nated for an Emmy as best dramatic
series.

His movie and TV career stretched
from the 1950s to 2007, when he had
a guest role on “Two and a Half Men.”

Connors made his film debut in
1952°s “Sudden Fear,” which starred
Joan Crawford. Other films included
“Island in the Sky,” “°The Ten Com-
mandments,” and a remake of “Stage-
coach.”

Connors, who was of Armenian
descent, was born as Krekor Ohanian
on Aug. 15, 1925, in Fresno, Califor-
nia. Tall and athletic, he attended UCLA
on a basketball scholarship and was
noticed by veteran Hollywood director
William Wellman, who steered him
into acting.

Connors married his wife, Mary
Lou, in 1949. They had two children.

Reddit Co-Founder Alexis Ohanian

Continued from page3

Binghamton, NY. That was his family's
golden door. And though he and my
great grandmother had four children,
all born in the U.S., immigration con-
tinued to reshape their family, genera-
tion after generation. The one son they
had—my grandfather (here’s his
AMA)—volunteered to serve in the
Second World War and married a
French-Armenian immigrant. And my
mother, a native of Hamburg, Ger-
many, decided to leave her friends,
family, and education behind after fall-
ing in love with my father, who was
born in San Francisco.

She got a work visa as an au pair
inthe U.S., uprooting her entire life for
love in a foreign land. After she and my
father married, she received a green
card, which she kept for over a decade
until she became a citizen. I grew up
speaking German, but she insisted I
focus on my English in order to be
successful. She eventually got her citi-
zenship and I’ll never forget her swear-
ing in ceremony.

If you’ve never seen people tak-
ing the pledge ofallegiance for the first
time as U.S. Citizens, it will move you:

a room full of people who can really
appreciate what [ was lucky enough to
grow up with, simply by being born in
Brooklyn. It thrills me to write refer-
ence letters for enterprising founders
who are looking to get visas to start
their companies here, to create value
and jobs for these United States.

My forebears were brave refu-
gees who found a home in this coun-
try. I’ve always been proud to live in a
country that said yes to these shell-
shocked immigrants from a strange
land, that created a path for a woman
who wanted only to work hard and
start a family here.

Without them, there’s no me,
and there’s no Reddit. We are Ameri-
cans. Let’s not forget that we’ve
thrived as a nation because we’ve been
abeacon for the courageous—the tired,
the poor, the tempest-tossed.

Right now, Lady Liberty’s lamp
is dimming, which is why it's more
important than ever that we speak out
and show up to support all those for
whom it shines—past, present, and
future. I ask you to do this however
you see fit, whether it's calling your
representative (this works, it's how
we defeated SOPA + PIPA), marching

FEBRUARY 4, 2017

AMAA Child and Orphan Care Luncheon and
Fashion Show

LOS ANGELES -- The AMAA
Child and Orphan Care Luncheon and
Fashion Show is going to be absolutely
fabulous this year! Once again, it will
be atthe world renowned Beverly Hills
Hotel! We are preparing the Big Top
and can’t wait to have you Step Right
Up and Join the Fun!

The show, featuring exclusive
fashions from Bloomingdale’s, is go-
ing to be spectacular, filled with sur-
prises and our beautiful models, who
are excited and ready to walk the
runway to our guests’ delight. If you
have a child model who would like to
join the fashion show, please contact
us immediately The luncheon chairs,
Sandy Bedrossian, Caroline Tufenkian
and Ani Zakari are working away fe-
verishly to make this luncheon a huge
success, all for the benefit of child and
orphan care programs in Armenia &
Karabagh and would be honored to
have your child model this year’s in-
credible fashions!

The silent auction committee, led
by Sandy Bedrossian and assisted by
Jean Kelegian, has procured some of
the most beautiful items and adventur-
ous experiences! We cannot wait for
our guests to start the bidding...We
are certain that the reception room will
be buzzing anxiously with our guests
racing to place the winning sticker on
the bid sheets.. Good luck to all!

And once again, we will have
exclusive gift bags for you each to take
home, donated by vendors who have
each graciously come forward with
exclusive items for our guests. We
cannot wait to see our attendees’ reac-
tions at all the goodies on their indi-

vidual chairs!

And did we mention the very
special entertainment specifically with
you in mind??

Yes! It will be a fantastic event..
one not to miss.

In 2016, your generous dona-
tions have helped to facilitate the spon-
sorship of nearly 2,000 children, sup-
port 6 kindergartens in Armenia and
Karabagh, support of 3 Shogh com-
munity-based educational day centers
in Yerevan, Vanadzor and Shushi,
provide summer and day camp experi-
ences for nearly 5000 children and
youth, provide Christmas programs at
42 locations, including gift packages
for 7,200 children, offer various art,
sports, theater and tutoring classes for
1,500 children, and assist needy fami-
lies with relief packages and provide
medical and dental care to over 6,000
children.

This is in 2016 alone! Remark-
able! The amount of support is phe-
nomenal and it has all come from our
guests, our supporters and our do-
nors! The children are so very grateful
for all that you have done for them, and
continue to do.

So, Come One and Come All!
Join us under the Big Top and continue
to be part of an event that can change
the lives of so many children far away
by distance, but so very close in our
hearts.

For reservations or further infor-
mation, please contact Elizabeth
Agbabian at (310) 476-5306 or Savey
Tufenkian at (818) 956-8455. Ticket
donations are $100.00. But please
hurry.... Space is very limited!

in protest, or voting, of course, and
not just for Presidential elections.
Our platform, like our country,
thrives the more people and communi-
ties we have within it. Reddit, Inc. will
continue to welcome all citizens of the

world to our digital community and our
office. And for all of you American
redditors who are immigrants, children
of immigrants, or children’s children of
immigrants, we invite you to share your
family’s story in the comments.

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT
IN PASADENA
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MARTIAL ARTS -
GAIDZ YOUTH ORGANIZATION

MASTER SEVAK HAKOBYAN - 4"DaN

INTERNATIONAL MASTER OF MARTIAL ARTS
WORLD RECOGNIZED MEMBER OF ADAPTIVE SPORTS

» MARTIAL ARTS

¢ FREE for PEOPLE With DISABILITIES -

Snetogom @Geidzy;

» SELF-DEFENSE

4+ SEPARATE GROUPS: MEN
+ WOMEN
+ CHILDREN
% PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES
GREAT RATES for FAMILIES & STUDENTS
# OFFICTAL OPENING & DEMONSTRATION FRIDAY, JANUARY 20, 2017, AT 5:30 PM
ADDRESS: 1060 NORTH ALLEN AVENUE, PASADENA, CA 91104
For registration and info contact Gaidz Youth Orgamzation: 626-926-7224; email: infoldgaidz.org

ORGANIZED by

I’i Gaidz Youth Organization; ﬁ @GaidzYouth
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ARARAT-ESKIJIAN MUSEUM

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR ARMENIAN STUDIES AND RESEARCH (NAASR)

THE ARMENIAN STUDIES PROGRAM
AT CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, NORTHRIDGE

Present a Conference on

Hadjin: Remembering a Historic Armenian Community in Cilicia
Dedicated to the memory of Lawrence and Dorothy Avakian
Moderators: Dr. Vahram Shemmassian and Dr. Hasmig Baran

Morning Session: 10:00 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.

“Hadjin and Its Legacy”

Kevin Blowers

Paul Hoover

Hratch Kozybeyokian

Dr. Antranig Dakessian

“The United Orphanage and Mission Society: Its People and History”

“The Life and Story of Joshua Fidler: The First Superintendent of Hadjin Orphanage”

“Knotted Memories and Patches of Hope”

Afternoon Session: 1:30 p.m. — 4:00 p.m.

Dr. Rouben Adalian

Dr. Kay Mouradian

Araxy and Lory Tatoulian
Theatrical performance on the life of a Hadjintsi heroine, Aguline Tatoulian

“Learning in Hadjin: Students and Teachers”

Dr. George B. Kooshian, Jr.

“The Web of Hope: The Memoirs of George B. Kooshian”
Documentary film presentation: My Mother’s Voice

Closing Session: 4:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m.

Geor

Dr. Vatche Mankerian and Dr. Garineh Avakian
A tribute to the lost art of music makers of Hadjin and Cilician Armenia
"W arcH THIS EVENT LIVE AT HTTPS://TOSTREAMLIVE.COM./ HAJIN”

Saturday, February 11, 2017 - 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
ge Deukmejian Community Center
15105 Mission Hills Road — Mission Hills, CA 91345
For more information, please contact (747) 500-7585 or ararat-eskijian-museum®@netzero.net.

The conference is open to the public with free admission; lunch will be available for purchase
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