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SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1975

6300 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 1900
Los Angeles, CA 90048

= Life Insurance

» Health Insurance

= Group & Individual
« Long Term Care

» Disability

BlueShield

Blu Cross

THy
Anthcm ' \Kf/\etnﬂ HealthNet

805 East Broadway
Glendale, CA 91205

= Estate Planning

» Will & Living Trust

» Full Annual Review

= Mortgage Protection
= College Planning

CIGNA

Seniors 65& Up Medicare Supplements + Insurance « Prescriptions D

KAISER PERMANENTE.-

More locations and more ways to service your insurance and financial needs

A.B.A. INSURANCE SERVICES

Insurance coverage can help you ﬁnanci
UujwhnduwgpniphLap Llﬁhnuldlr-n_l.n I: .

Coverage & Protection
should be on the top ]

of your priority list.
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Karabakh Overwhelmingly Votes for
Constitutional Reforms
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STEPANAKERT (RFE/RL) —
Voters in Nagorno-Karabakh over-
whelmingly backed constitutional
changes in a referendum held on Mon-
day, officials in Stepanakert said on
Tuesday.

According to official preliminary
results of the referendum released by
the local Central Election Commission
(CEC), more than 87 percent of them
voted for the unrecognized republic’s
new constitution that allows its presi-
dent, Bako Sahakian, to extend his
rule. The CEC put the voter turnout at
76.5 percent.

The commission chairwoman,
Srbuhi Arzumanian, said it has re-
ceived no formal reports of irregulari-
ties from local, Armenian or more than
a hundred foreign observers. The lat-
ter mostly monitored the vote in a
personal capacity.

“Nothing problematic can be said
about thisreferendum,” said Frank Engel,
a pro-Armenian member of the Euro-
pean Parliament from Luxembourg.

“I would hope that more actors
in the international community take
note of the fact that in this part of the

South Caucasus people decide freely,”
Engel told reporters in Stepanakert.

The foreign observers also in-
cluded Reiner Morell, Germany’s
former ambassador to Armenia. “In
my view, it was a fair, normal and
democratic referendum,” Morell
told RFE/RL’s Armenian service
(Azatutyun.am). The vote demon-
strated “the effectiveness of state-
hood” established by the Karabakh
Armenians, he said.

The United States, Russia and
France — the three nations trying to
broker a solution to the Karabakh con-
flict — commented rather cautiously to
the referendum last week. In a joint
statement , the U.S., Russian and French
co-chairs of the OSCE Minsk Group
noted that “the de-facto Nagorno-
Karabakh authorities view the use of
such a procedure as an effort to organize
the public life of their population.”

But they stressed that the refer-
endum results will “in no way prejudge
the final status of Nagorno-Karabakh
or the outcome of the ongoing negotia-

Continued on page 2

Nor Zartonk: Game of Thrones Continues

ISTANBUL (Agos) — Nor
Zartonk (New Renaissance) is a plat-
form founded by Armenians of Tur-
key and works for the intellectual de-
velopment of the peoples of Turkey
starting from Armenians of Turkey,
contributing to the internalization of
universal and libertarian values. To-
day, Nor Zartonk platform released a
written statement noting that the seat
of the patriarchate has been usurped
for 9 years and “9 years of silence of
foundation chairs and clerics is thought
provoking”.

Nor Zartonk also pointed out the
way of operating of the foundations
and demanded transparent administra-
tion.

Discussing the resignation of
Masalyan, Nor Zartonk defined the
resignation as “right but late”: “Not

only Masalyan, but also all clerics in
the Clerical Assembly should explain
why they stayed silent for such a long
time and why they let the seat of the
patriarch become discredited.”

Nor Zartonk also mentioned the
secret meeting in the patriarchate and
the protocol that was signed during
that meeting: “Alliance of evil wanted
to prevent possible debates and
questionings that will emerge due to
this crisis.” It is also stated that the
problem is not about the election; the
problem is about the mentality and the
system itself.

Stating that the protocol signed
in the secret meeting is invalid for
Armenian society, Nor Zartonk urged
Atesyan to resign and demanded insti-
tutions managed by “wealthy men”
become transparent and accountable.

President Sarkisian Warns Baku
Against Fresh Karabakh Offensive

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian has warned
Azerbaijan against launching offensive
military operations in Nagorno-
Karabakh in the run-up to Armenia’s
parliamentary elections scheduled for
April 2.

Sarkisian also told Armenian vet-
erans of the 1991-1994 war with
Azerbaijan to be prepared for renewed
fighting around Karabakh as he ad-
dressed a weekend conference of the
Yerkrapah Union, the largest of the
organizations uniting them.

“Today some in Azerbaijan still
have illusions thatan Armenia focused
onelections will be very distracted and
therefore vulnerable,” he told confer-
ence delegates. “Based on those hol-
low illusions, the enemy may try to
resort to new provocations.”

“I see it as my duty to declare
from the podium of this conference
that any possible provocation would
receive a worthy response,” he said.
“Politics based on illusions cannot have
a future.”

Sarkisian went on to urge
Yerkrapah Union members to “keep
the gunpowder dry” in the face of a
persisting military threat from
Azerbaijan. “Our struggle is not fin-
ished yet,” he said.

The president repeated the same
message when he met with the Arme-
nian army’s top brass on Monday.
“This is why [ expect utmost vigilance
from you in this period,” he told army
generals.

Sarkisian said his government
“will save no effort” to sustain the
military balance with Azerbaijan. He
also denied Azerbaijani claims that the
Armenian side is seeking to prolong
the status quo. Yerevan is committed
to apeaceful Karabakh settlement based
on mutual concessions, he said.

The Armenian elections will co-
incide with the first anniversary of the
start of the worst fighting along the
Karabakh “line of contact” since a
Russian-mediated truce stopped the

Continued on page3

U.S., Russia, France Warn Against
Karabakh Escalation

MUNICH (RFE/RL)--U.S., Rus-
sian and French mediators on Friday
again urged the parties to the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict to “adhere strictly”
to ceasefire agreements after hosting a
meeting between the Armenian and
Azerbaijani foreign ministers.

Foreign Ministers Edward
Nalbandian and ElImar Mammadyarov
met in Munich late on Thursday
shortly after holding separate talks
with the three co-chairs of the OSCE
Minsk Group. Andrzej Kasprzyk, the
top OSCE official monitoring the
ceasefire regime in the conflict zone,
was also present at the Nalbandian-
Mammadyarov meeting.

“The Co-Chairs reiterated that
there is no alternative to a peaceful
solution to the conflict and that war is
notan option, and called upon the sides
to exercise restraint on the terrain as
well as in their public communications
and to prepare their population for
peace and not for war,” the mediators
said in a joint statement.

They warned that the use of force

by either party “would be condemned
by the international community.”

Truce violations along “the line
of contact” around Karabakh have in-
tensified in recent weeks after several
months of relative calm that followed
four-day hostilities there in April 2016.
The warring sides have accused each
other of using mortars and rocket-
propelled grenades on a virtually daily
basis. The Karabakh Armenian mili-
tary says Azerbaijani troops have also
shelled its frontline positions with light
cannons.

The mediators said they dis-
cussed with Mammadyarov and
Nalbandian concrete steps which they
believe should be taken to implement
confidence-building agreements that
were reached by the Armenian and
Azerbaijani presidents at their last
two meetings held in May and June
last year.

The agreements call for concrete
measures designed to prevent armed

Continued on page3
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German Constitutional Court
Rejects Complaint Against
Armenian Genocide Resolution

BERLIN (Armradio) -- The Fed-
eral Constitutional Court of Germany
rejected an appeal to annul the bill on
recognition of the Armenian Genocide
adopted by the Bundestag on June 2,
2016.

The German Constitutional Court
did not accept the appeal, stating that
there was insufficient evidence that
recognition of the Armenian Genocide
violated the law, Ermenihaber.am re-
ports, quoting the Turkish Dogan
agency.

Ramazan Akbas, a lawyer from
Turkey who demanded the cancella-
tion of the decision of the Bundestag,
has announced an appeal will be filed to
the European Court of Human Rights.

Earlier this week a Cologne
court banned the Allianz Deutscher
Demokraten (Alliance of German
Democrats).

The Alliance of German Demo-
crats was founded by entrepreneur
Remzi Aru, lawyer Ramazan Akbas
and Halil Ertem to prevent the adop-
tion of the resolution on the Armenian
genocide by the German Bundestag.

Talysh Minority Leader Exposes
the Sad Realities in Azerbaijan

YEREVAN (Armenpress) -- Ac-
cording to Talysh minority freedom
movement leader Shahin Mirzoev, ev-
eryone in Azerbaijan realizes that the
corrupt regime is unable to settle
Nagorno Karabakh conflict or negoti-
ate with anyone on that issue. Mirzoev,
member of Talysh Cultural Council
and journalist at the “Tolishi Sado”
newspaper, has moved to Armenia with
his family and requested for temporary
asylum from the Armenian leadership.

“Generally, it is necessary to study
the roots, to understand how that coun-
try was established. First of all, there is
no Azerbaijani nation, and now they are
used to say that Azerbaijanis are Turks.
Everyone in Azerbaijan knows well that
this regime is in no way capable of
solving Nagorno Karabakh issue. The
corrupt regime cannot negotiate with
anyone. The April war disclosed every-
thing — starting from the border, from
Ganja city everybody fled to Baku in
panic taking with them their sheep and
lambs. Baku was flooded with sheep and
lambs”, Mirzov said during a Yerevan
press conference.

Mirzoev is convinced that
Azerbaijani leader Ilham Aliyev will
not launch a war, since he has no
support. “People’s support is neces-
sary for unleashing war, but he does
not have the support of the people.
Why did the war stop? Maybe you

have some other interpretation for
that, but Azerbaijanis and the Talysh
people think in another way. First of
all Aliyev started to believe in his own
illusions, thinking that Armenia is
starving and people are dying of hun-
ger. Taking those illusions for reality
he launched an offensive against
Nagorno Karabakh on April 2. En-
countering a tough resistance and
fearful of possible counter-attack, he
was forced to stop the war”, Mirzoev
said, adding that they have evidences
how Azerbaijani soldiers fled in panic.

“They faced death from both
sides. Turkish supervisors were stand-
ing behind, firing at anybody who
would try to flee. Is it possible to wage
a war in this way and win? In no
case”, participant of Talysh freedom
movement said.

According to him, the Talysh
people just sought some autonomy,
butthe Azerbaijani leadership haskilled
many Talysh representatives and op-
pressed them. “But now we do not
agree even to a high status. I cannot
talk on behalf of everyone, but per-
sonally I do not agree to that. We want
to create our own state and I think it
will happen soon. Talyshistan will be-
come a reality”, Mirzoev expressed
conviction.

Mirzoev also noted that the ma-
jority of Azerbaijanis do not watch
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French Presidential Candidate Benoit Hamon
Condemns Vandalization of Misak
Manouchian’s Statue

L4

PARIS (Armenpress) --. French
Socialist Party's candidate in the presi-
dential elections Benoit Hamon has
condemned the act of vandalization of
Misak Manouchian ’s statue.

“Shame on those who did it. He
and his family were shot dead by the
Nazis in France”, Benoit Hamon twit-
ted and posted the photo of Manouchian
’s group.

Earlier member of French na-
tional Assembly Henri Jibrayel had se-
verely condemned the act of vandal-
ization of Misak Manouchian’s statue.
The MP urges in his statement to
investigate and reveal the culprits.

“Misak Manouchian headed the
group comprised of mainly refugees
that struggled during the years of Re-
sistance to free France from Nazism.
This act is an insult for the Republic
and anything France values, especially
for those struggling on behalf of this
country”, Henri Jibrayel announced.

Parliamentarian Marie-Arlette

Carlotti has also sent a letter to the Minis-
ter of Interior of France over the case.
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Missak Manouchian (1 Septem-
ber 1906 — 21 February 1944) was a
French-Armenian poet and commu-
nist activist. An Armenian Genocide
survivor, he moved to France from an
orphanage in Lebanon in 1925. He was
active in communist Armenian literary
circles. During World War II, he be-
came the military commissioner of
FTP-MOI, a group consisting of Euro-
peanimmigrants, including many Jews,
in the Paris region which carried out
assassinations and bombings of Nazi
targets. According to one author, the
Manouchian group was the most ac-
tive French Resistance group.
Manouchian and many of his com-
rades were arrested in November 1943
and executed by the Nazis in Fort
Mont-Valérien on 21 February 1944.
He is considered hero of the French
Resistance.

Karabakh Overwhelmingly Votes

Continued frompage 1

tions” on a peaceful resolution of the
Armenian-Azerbaijani conflict.
Armenia, meanwhile, hailed the
Karabakh leadership’s handling of the
vote on Tuesday. “Once again the
people of Artsakh demonstrated that
their will to build a democratic soci-
ety is irreversible despite all the diffi-
culties resulting from the continuing
use of force and threats of it, the
economic blockade and other hostile
actions by Azerbaijan,” Foreign Min-
ister Edward Nalbandian said in a

statement.

Nalbandian claimed that Baku
regularly condemns “democratic pro-
cesses” in Karabakh because of its
own poor human rights record.

The new constitution drafted by
Sahakian and backed by most Karabakh
parties envisages the Armenian-popu-
lated territory’s transition to a presi-
dential system of government. Propo-
nents of this change say a fully presi-
dential system of government will put
Karabakh in a better position to cope
with the unresolved conflict with
Azerbaijan.

TV, since they do not believe in the state
propaganda about a prosperous coun-
try. “Everyone in Azerbaijan knows that
when conscript starts, skirmishes take
place in the front line, and they demon-
stratively bring to Baku bodies of a
number of killed soldiers, in order the
people give bribes for preventing their
children from taking to serve on the
front line. And here mainly poor people
serve, and this goes for the Talysh
people first of all, though everyone
knows, including you, that we, the Talysh
people, are not interested in that war and
Nagorno Karabakh issue is not con-
nected with us”, he said.

“There are about 2 min Talysh
people living in Azerbaijan, and they
are actually seen as enemies of the

state. They are deprived of the oppor-
tunity to raise their issues on mass
media,” Mirzoyev said, addressing the
conference.

According to him, about 300
thousand Talyshis have fled to Russia
and then moved to other countries
over the past years.

The Armenian MFA on February
11 announced that the Armenian lead-
ership received a request from Shahin
Mirzoev for temporary asylum, he was
obliged to flee from Azerbaijan due to
the persecutions against ethnic and
religious minorities and gross viola-
tions of their rights, and to arrive to
Armenia with his family. Armenian
leadership reacted positively to the
request of Shahin Mirzoev.
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USC Innovate Armenia - The Retreat

LOS ANGELES -- Undergradu-
ate and graduate students from across
the United States and Canada gathered
in Los Angeles on two different week-
ends to focus on the contemporary
Armenian experience and think about
Armenian issues in multi-layered and
thoughtful ways.

In January, there were 25 under-
graduate students from 15 universi-
ties, and in February, 25 graduate stu-
dents from 13 universities came to a
secluded location in Hollywood, Cali-
fornia, to explore new and out-of-the-
box ways of thinking about Armenians
and the Armenian nation. This pro-
gram of the USC Institute of Armenian
Studies is called Innovate Armenia -
The Retreat.

Altogether, nearly 200 students
applied to participate in the two week-
ends. Those who were selected were
accepted based on the depth and
thoughtfulness of the questions they
submitted as part of their application.

Each of the two weekends was

Political Science Department at
Stonehill College in Massachusetts,
Anna Ohanyan; and Chief Innovation
Officer at CIVICUS: World Alliance
for Citizen Participation, Alex Sardar.
The discussion drivers worked with
students to identify those areas of
research that the Institute can support
and that students themselves would
like to take on.

Salpi Ghazarian, Director of the
USC Institute of Armenian Studies,
said, "a university education prepares
students to approach problems with
reason and creativity; itis an education
that prepares them to become leaders
in almost any endeavor. This is what
we need in the Armenian world - in
Armenia and the Diaspora, and we
used this opportunity to invite some of
our sharpest young minds to think
about Armenian issues critically and
without assumptions. On the contrary,
they were challenged at each step to
question their assumptions."

As a result, the students were
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organized around three sessions, each
focusing on one aspect of the contem-
porary Armenian world: Republic of
Armenia, the post-genocide experience,
and the Diaspora.

The discussions were led by
thought leaders with backgrounds in
political science, economics, linguis-
tics, art, civil society, and history.
They included scholar of Russian so-
cial movements Karena Avedissian;
writer, actor, artist Vahe Berberian;
Professor of Comparative Literature at
the California State University, Long
Beach, Talar Chahinian; political econo-
mist and graduate of the London School
of Economics, Babken DerGrigorian;
Professor of Language and Literature
at the University of California, Los
Angeles (UCLA), Hagop Gulludjian;
Professor of Linguistics at UCLA,
Shushan Karapetian; the Chair of the

B
et

challenged to ask questions and en-
gage in constructive debate about ex-
pectations, identity, community roles,
individual responsibility, and more. The
thought leaders encouraged informa-
tion-based questioning, and fostered
knowledge about the real social, politi-
cal, educational, economic, and emo-
tional issues confronting Armenians in
the 21st century.

The diverse group of students
from the University of lowa, Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology, Uni-
versity of Southern California, Rutgers
University, Columbia University, Cali-
fornia Institute of the Arts, Pomona
College, Carnegie Mellon, and Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley, and a dozen
other centers of higher education, iden-
tified areas of research that they would
like to pursue, regardless of their own
disciplinary directions.
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Atom Egoyan Named
Companion of the Order of Canada

OTTAWA -- On February 17,
filmmaker Atom Egoyan was honored
with the Companion of the Order of
Canada, the highest honor the Cana-
dian government bestows to its citi-
zens, by His Excellency the Right
Honourable David Johnston, Gover-
nor General of Canada, for his contri-
bution to Canadian culture, Arsinee
Khanjian said on Facebook.

The honoring speech said: "Atom
Egoyan is committed to the develop-
ment of homegrown talent and a vi-
brant cultural industry. One of our
cultural treasures, he has built an inter-
national reputation as a filmmaker while

remaining firmly rooted in Canada. His
outstanding body of work often fo-
cuses on the themes of community,
isolation and the role of technology in
our lives. Generous with his time and
talent, he serves as a mentor and
teacher, and as an active member of
cultural boards and film festival juries.
He is also a talented visual artist and
director of both theater and opera."
Established in 1967 by Her Maj-
esty Queen Elizabeth II, the Order of
Canada is the cornerstone of the Cana-
dian Honours System, and recognizes
outstanding achievement, dedication to
the community and service to the nation.

President Sarkisian Warns Baku

Continued frompage 1

Armenian-Azerbaijani warin 1994. At
least 190 soldiers from both warring
sides were killed during four-days of
heavy fighting sparked an Azerbaijani
offensive.

Russia as well as the two other
mediating powers — the United States
and France — scrambled to halt the
hostilities and bolster the ceasefire re-
gime in the conflict zone. In their latest
joint statement released on Friday, the
U.S., Russian and French co-chairs of
the OSCE Minsk Group again stressed
that “war is not an option.”

Thousands of Yerkrapah mem-
bers took part in the April 2016 fight-
ing which is now commonly referred
to as “the four-day war.”

In his weekend speech, Sarkisian

reiterated the official Armenian line
that Baku cannot forcibly regain con-
trol over Karabakh and Armenian-con-
trolled territories surrounding it. “Many
of you will remember that in the early
1990s, when Azerbaijan’s ministers of
defense were replaced once a week,
each of them viewed his duty to de-
clare that in a week or a couple of days
he will be drinking tea in Stepanakert,”
he told the war veterans.

“However, as the history shows,
through the efforts of the heroic sons
of our nation not only did they not
drink tea in Stepanakert but they were
also deprived of the possibility of drink-
ing tea in Aghdam, Fisuli, Jabrail,
Kubatli, Karvachar (Kelbajar), and other
places,” he said, listing Azerbaijani
towns captured by Karabakh Arme-
nian forces in 1993.

U.S., Russia, France Warn

Continued from page 1

incidents on the Karabakh frontline
and the Armenian-Azerbaijani border.
Those include international investiga-
tions of truce violations and deploy-
ment of more OSCE observers. Arme-
nia claims that Azerbaijan has been
dragging its feet over these safeguards.

According to the Armenian For-
eign Ministry, Nalbandian told the co-
chairs that Baku is still ignoring their
appeals for peace and resorting to
ceasefire violations. The ministry is-
sued no statements on his ensuing
talks with Mammadyarov.

Azerbaijan’s Foreign Ministry
also gave no details of what it called a
“joint dinner” of Mammadyarov,
Nalbandian and the mediators. A min-
istry statement made no mention of the
truce safeguards sought by the latter.
It said Mammadyarov discussed with
Richard Hoagland, Igor Popov and
Stephane Visconti ways of “intensify-
ing the negotiation process.”

Intheir joint statement, Hoagland,
Popov and Visconti said they also called
on both sides to “demonstrate greater
flexibility and resume comprehensive
negotiations onreachingalasting settle-
ment as soon as possible.”
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Dr. Umit Kurt to Speak on
“The Curious Case of Armenian Genocide
Perpetrator Ahmed Faik Bey”

FRESNO -- Dr. Umit Kurt, a
Research Fellow at Harvard University
will present talk on “ The Curious Case
of Armenian Genocide Perpetrator
Ahmed Faik Bey” 7:30PM on Tuesday,
March 7, in the University Business
Center, Alice Peters Auditorium, Room
191, on the Fresno State campus.

The lecture is part of the Arme-
nian Studies Program Spring 2017
Lecture Series, with the support of the
Leon S. Peters Foundation.

Within the publications on the
history of Armenian genocide, studies
on the perpetrators received and con-
tinue to receive special attention. Seen
from a wider perspective, it is rather
important to make scholarly investiga-
tions and public debate regarding the
executors of the Armenian Genocide.
Even when the agents of Genocide
were not explicitly mentioned, the con-
sequences of their deeds remained all
too visible to ignore them. Yet histori-
ans, that is to say those who defined it
as their job to find out ‘what really
happened’, over an extended period of
time left it to others to deal with the
issue of perpetration.

This talk focuses on one major
perpetrator, Ahmed Faik Erne (1879-
1967), his background, deeds, activi-
ties and leading involvement in the
1915 Armenian deportation and geno-
cide as well as his life story in the post-
genocide period in modern Turkey.

Dr. Umit Kurt completed his PhD.
in the Holocaust and Genocide Studies
Program in the History Department of
Clark University in 2016. His disserta-
tion was entitled “Destruction of Aintab
Armenians and Emergence of the New
Wealthy Class: Plunder of Armenian
Wealth in Aintab (1890s-1920s).” He
is currently aresearch fellow at Harvard
University.

Kurt has written extensively on
confiscation of Armenian properties,
Armenian Genocide, early modern
Turkish nationalism, and Aintab Ar-
menians. He is the author of the Great,
hopeless Turkish race: fundamentals
of Turkish nationalism in the Turkish
homeland 1911-1916 (Istanbul: Iletisim
Publishing House, 2012) and editor of
the Revolt and Destruction: Construc-
tion of the state from Ottoman Empire
to Turkish Republic and collective vio-
lence (Istanbul: Tarih Vakfi Publishing
House, 2015). He teaches history at
Sabanci University in Istanbul and is
the author, with Taner Ak¢am, of The
spirit of the laws: the plunder of wealth
in the Armenian Genocide (New York
and Oxford: Berghahn Books, 2015).

The lecture is free and open to
the public. Free parking is available,
with a parking code, in Fresno State
Lots P5 and P6, near the University
Business Center.

For more information about the
lecture please contact the Armenian
Studies Program at 278-2669, or visit
our website at www.fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudies.

Armenian Film Society to Screen Parajanov’s
“The Legend of Suram Fortress”

GLENDALE—
Abril Bookstore’s Ar-
menian Film Society
will screen Sergei ¢
Parajanov’s classic|
film, The Legend of
Suram Fortress on |
Friday, March 3,2017
at 7:30 pm at Abril
Bookstore — 415 E.
Broadway, Glendale,
CA. Admissionis free.

The film will be presented by
Karen Karslyan. This film screening is
aprelude to the presentation of his new
book, Aterazma: A Typographic Film,
which will be held the following week
at Abril Bookstore.

The Legend of Suram Fortress
(1985, 88 min.) is about a fortress
which is in a constant state of con-
struction — that’s because it’s al-
ways crumbling just as they are about
to complete it. To solve this mystery,
a young man visits a fortune teller
who offers a startling proclamation:
For the fortress to stand, someone
must be buried inside it. Soon enough,
the young man realizes that this per-
son is him.

wy A

Sergei Parajanov was born in
Georgia to Armenian parents. After
studying film and music, Parajanov
became an assistant director at the
Dovzhenko studios in Kiev, making his
directorial debut in 1954. In 1964 he
made Shadows of Forgotten Ances-
tors (1965), a rhapsodic celebration of
Ukrainian folk culture, and the world
discovered a startling and idiosyncratic
new talent. He followed this with the
even more innovative The Color of
Pomegranates (1969), which explored
the art and poetry of his native Arme-
nia in a series of stunningly beautiful
tableaux. But by this stage the authori-
ties had had enough, and Paradjanov
spent most of the 1970’s in prison on
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Asya Darbinyan to Speak at Ararat-Eskijian
on Russian Response to Armenian Genocide

MISSION HILLS -- Asya
Darbinyan, currently a PhD Candidate
at the Strassler Center for Holocaust
and Genocide Studies at Clark Univer-
sity in Worcester, MA, will give a talk
entitled “Russia’s Response to the Ar-
menian Genocide: Refugee Crisis at
the Caucasus Front and Russian Impe-
rial Humanitarianism,” on Sunday,
February 26, 2017, at 4:00 p.m., at the
Ararat-Eskijian Museum—Sheen
Chapel, 15105 Mission Hills Road,
Mission Hills, CA. The lecture is co-
sponsored by the Ararat-Eskijian Mu-
seum and the National Association for
Armenian Studies and Research
(NAASR).

This lecture will analyze how the
recognition of an emergency situation
by Russian imperial authorities trans-
formed political and public reaction to
genocide into action—substantial Ar-
menian relief work. “Russia” and “hu-
manitarianism” are rarely coupled in
the historical literature on the 20th
century, but Darbinyan’s research
emphasizes the importance of explor-
ing imperial Russia’s response to the
Armenian refugee crisis on the
Caucasus battlefront during World War
I. The Russian imperial government as
well as a number of non-governmental
organizations provided assistance to
hundreds of thousands of Armenian
refugees.

Drawing upon materials in mili-
tary and historical archives in Moscow

PN 1§

and St. Petersburg, as well as in the
Armenian National Archivesin Yerevan,
for the first time, Darbinyan’s work
offers new perspective on Russian
policy towards Armenians during the
genocide and elucidates complexity of
Russian humanitarianism during the
Great War.

Asya Darbinyan is a PhD Candi-
date at the Strassler Center for Holo-
caust and Genocide Studies, Clark
University. Previously, she worked at
the Armenian Genocide Museum-In-
stitute, Yerevan, as a senior research
fellow and the Deputy Director of the
museum (2008-2013).

For more information about this
program, contact the Ararat-Eskijian
Museum at (747) 500-7585 or Ararat-
eskijian-museum@netzero.net, or
NAASR at (617) 489-1610 or
hq@naasr.org.

Armenian Cilicia Evangelical Church Raises
Funds for Families of Martyred Soldiers
Defending Borders of Artsakh and Armenia

PASADENA -- On Sunday, Feb-
ruary 12, onthe occasion of Valentine’s
Day and utilizing Rev. Dr. Vahan H.
Tootikian, Executive Director of the
Armenian Evangelical World Council’s
visit, the Mission and Outreach Com-
mittee of the Armenian Cilicia Evan-
gelical Church of Pasadena, CA orga-
nized a luncheon and cultural program
to raise funds for families of soldiers
who lost their lives defending the bor-
ders of Artsakh and our Homeland,
Armenia.

After a spiritual feast during the
morning worship service presented
by Rev. Dr. Tootikian, over 120 at-
tendees congregated at the Church’s
Derian Social Hall to enjoy a deli-
cious luncheon sponsored by Vigen
Shnorhokian. A short program fol-
lowed the luncheon and consisted of
poems and musical selections on the
piano by sister/brother Arpi and
Armen Samuelian. They delighted the
guests by playing pieces from Aram
Khachaturian, Arno Babajanian,
Chopin and other famous composers.

Anet Baghdasarian, who was spe-
cially invited to participate in the pro-
gram, shared her story of losing her
soldier brother 20 years ago. With
tears in her eyes she said how such a
tragedy leads to bitterness and discon-
nects from God. She emphasized the

important mission of the Armenian
Missionary Association of America
(AMAA)reaching out to the families of
those who have lost loved ones in the
war defending their country, and at-
tending not only their physical needs,
but also their spiritual needs. Follow-
ing Anet's presentation, Nerses Aroyan,
who served as the MC, made a special
appeal to raise funds for this important
mission. Over $4,000 was raised which
will be sent to Armenia through the
AMAA, to help the families of these
brave soldiers who lost their lives de-
fending our Homeland.

Special thanks to Alice Terian,
Chair of the Mission and Outreach
Committee, for coordinating the lun-
cheon.

almost certainly rigged charges of “ho-
mosexuality and illegal trafficking in
religious icons”. However, with the

coming of perestroika, he was able to
make two further films before suc-
cumbing to cancer in 1990.
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PASADENA, CA 91104
Ununph imikp $30

Stntpp wywhnytne hundwp,
hpnwdwjiitiy” 818-384-2987 i 626-354-5924

with famous Organist Hovi

MAGIC OF FLAVORS
Join to support HoMenMen Soccer Team
Variety of delicious homemade food, drink, live music
Naccashian; Singing NAREG
KHOKOZIAN - One of HoMenMen’s best soccer players, DJ -

Maximum entertainment all night guaranteed.

Saturday. April 1™ 2017 starting (@8:30pm
ADDRESS: AEBU - GARO SOGHANALIAN HALL
1060 N. ALLEN AVENUE, PASADENA, CA 91104
Entrance Donation $30; Reserve your seats at: 818-384-2987 or 626-354-5924

Ulqlh G/GGA3 - Supusmpnmipul <wsllp

Yuqdultipynphwdp

LUV Ppnrpuynjuygph wlnidph
Stinh §’nibttw) Gwpwye, 1 Wyyphy 2017
Liptiynjtaal dundp 8:30-E0 uljutiwg:

ADDRESS: 1060 N. ALLEN AVENUE
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