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SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1975
More locations and more ways to service your insurance and financial needs

6300 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 1900
Los Angeles, CA 90048

= Life Insurance

« Health Insurance

» Group & Individual
« Long Term Care

* Disability

805 East Broadway
Glendale, CA 91205

300 N. Lake Ave

« Estate Planning

» Will & Living Trust

= Full Annual Review

= Mortgage Protection
= College Planning
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Armenia’s Ruling Republican Party Scores a Landslide Victory
Opposition Forces Decries Vote Buying

YEREVAN— Theruling Repub-
lican Party of Armenia (HHK) was on
course to score a landslide victory in
Sunday’s parliamentary elections amid
opposition allegations of vote buying
and other irregularities.

The government controled Cen-
tral Election Commission said on April
3 said that with ballots counted from
almost all precincts in the April 2 vote,
the Republican Party had won 49.15
percent and the center-right Tsarukian
alliance, led by Gagik Tsarukian, had
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27.37 percent, followed by the oppo-
sition Yelk alliance (7.5 percent) and
the Armenian Revolutionary Federa-
tion-Dashnaktsutyun (6.7 percent), the
HHK’s junior coalition partner.

The five other election contend-
ers looked set to fail to pass the 5
percent and 7 percent vote thresholds
for being represented in the National
Assembly set for political parties and
alliances respectively. They included
former President Levon Ter-
Petrosian’s opposition Congress-HZhK

NKR President Bako Sahakyan
‘Our Spirit is Firm, Our Will is Unshakeable’

President of Artsakh Bako
Sahakyan released an address on the
anniversary of the April 4-day War.

Following is the text of the mes-
sage:

“Dear compatriots,

A year ago on the night of April 1
Azerbaijan undertook a large-scale
military operation along the whole pe-
rimeter of the Karabakh-Azerbaijani
border.

The official Baku again tried to
solve the Azerbaijani-Karabakh con-
flict by force, destroy the independent
Artsakh statehood, and commit a new
genocide of the Armenian people.

The enemy’s aggression com-
pletely failed and it suffered consider-
able human, material and moral losses
unable to realize any of'its treacherous
programs.

The adversary faced our armed
forces, our valiant soldiers, our popu-
lation that had consolidated into an
army, the entire Armenian people, the
Mother Armenia and the Diaspora, who
immediately stood next to Artsakh.

The Armenian people have proved
once again that free and independent
homeland is the highest value for us
and that we are capable of defending
our state from any encroachments.

Unfortunately, in the result of the
insidious and provocative actions of
the adversary we had irretrievable
losses. Dozens of servicemen and ci-

vilians perished.

Eternal honor and glory to all our
martyrs! Their bright memory will
alwaysremain in our hearts, their brav-
ery and heroism will become a guide-
line for the future generations.

Defeated in the battlefield,
Azerbaijan has not abandoned its ex-
pansionist programs. It continues to
conduct anti-Armenian policy, does
not refrain from implementing offen-
sive operations in political, informa-
tion and diplomatic spheres, and keeps
violating the ceasefire regime in differ-
ent sectors of the borders almost on a
daily basis.

The authorities of Azerbaijan do
not hide that they are pursuing a
revanchist policy. Such a stance is
nothing else than a terrorism, another
heinous and inhuman manifestation of
genocidal policy.

All these once again confirm a
century-long truth for our people: we
must always be strong and united,
protect our freedom and independence
and build a worthy future for the gen-
erations to come.

Dear people,

Our spirit is firm, our will is
unshakeable, our purposes are just.
We defend our native land, our homes
and families, develop our country by
painstaking work. This is a sacred
mission that our people will always
carry out with dignity”.

alliance (1.6 percent) and the ORO
alliance led by former Defense Minis-
ter Seyran Ohanian (2.1 percent).

Turnout was 60.86 percent, the
election commission said.

Opposition forces as well as in-
dependent election observers reported
various irregularities, notably vote buy-
ing, throughout Sunday’s voting. The
Citizen Observer, a coalition of Arme-
nian civic groups that deployed over
3,000 monitors across the country,
alleged numerous instances of elec-
toral violation and manipulation. Those
included vote buying, voter intimida-
tion, and the presence of unauthorized
persons inside polling stations.

The opposition Yelk alliance,
which finished third in the Armenian
parliamentary elections, accused the
authorities of large-scale vote buying
but essentially accepted the official
vote results on Tuesday.

Inastatement, it said the vote tally
released by the Central Election Com-
mission (CEC) was “on the whole
formed as a result of voting by the
citizens who took part in the elections.”
It also said no votes for Yelk were stolen
or miscounted by election officials.

Monitors from the Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Eu-

Continued onpage3

U.S. Congratulates
Armenia On
‘Orderly’ Vote

YEREVAN -- The United States
on Tuesday gave a largely positive
assessment of the conduct of the week-
end parliamentary elections in Arme-
nia.

“The U. S. Embassy [in Yerevan]
congratulates the people of Armenia
on their April 2 parliamentary election,
following a period of widespread com-
petition among various parties and blocs
in an environment thatallowed all view-
points access to the media,” read a
statement released by the mission.
“Election day was generally calm and
orderly across Armenia and voters
were able to freely exercise their right
to vote.”

The statement backed the pre-
liminary findings of an OSCE-led moni-
toring team which said that the vote
was “well administered” but “tainted
by credible information about vote-
buying” and pressure on voters. But it
also said that electronic anti-fraud
equipment installed in the Armenian
polling stations helped to prevent more
serious irregularities.

“With the help of this new tech-
nology, procedures within polling sta-
tions on April 2 were generally admin-

Continued on page3

L.A. County Dedicates April
as ‘Armenian History Month’

LOS ANGELES — A motion by
Los Angeles County Supervisors
Kathryn Barger and Janice Hahn, and
unanimously approved by the Board of
Supervisors the County has proclaimed
the month of April as “Armenian His-
tory Month”.

“With this proclamation, the
Board of Supervisors recognizes the
vast contribution of the Armenian com-
munity to our county’s economy and
culture,” Supervisor Barger said. “The
month of April holds significant mean-
ing for our Armenian friends and neigh-
bors and this resolution acknowledges
the challenges and accomplishments
of their rich history.”

“During Armenian History
Month, L.A. County will celebrate the

rich culture and heritage of the Arme-
nian people worldwide and their con-
tributions to our society as well as
recognize the dark days of the Arme-
nian Genocide,” said Supervisor Hahn.

Supervisor Barger will honor a
distinguished leader of the Armenian
community every Tuesday meeting of
the Board through April and will culmi-
nate with a presentation to observe the
Armenian Genocide Day of Remem-
brance at the Board’s April 18 pro-
claiming the “Day of Remembrance”
for the Armenian Genocide.

The first honoree for Armenian
History Month at the April 4 meeting
will be Dr. Garbis Der-Yeghiayan for
his work in the county and the region
on behalfofthe Armenian community.
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OSCE MG Co-Chairs Issue Statement on the
Results of Their Regional Visit

YEREVAN — The Co-Chairs of
the OSCE Minsk Group (Ambassa-
dors Igor Popov of the Russian Fed-
eration, Stephane Visconti of France
and Richard Hoagland of the United
States of America), together with the
Personal Representative of the OSCE
Chairperson-in-Office Ambassador
Andrzej Kasprzyk, traveled to Baku
(March 11), Yerevan (March 27) and
Nagorno-Karabakh (March 28).

The main purpose of the Co-
Chairs’ visits to the region was to
receive the most current detailed po-
litical and military information on the
Line of Contact and the Armenia-
Azerbaijan border, to discuss the imple-
mentation of agreements reached at
2016 Summits in Vienna and St. Pe-
tersburg and to address the next steps
toward a settlement.

The Co-Chairs met with the Presi-
dents and Foreign Ministers of
Azerbaijan and Armenia and the de
facto authorities of Nagorno-Karabakh.
They also visited territories around

Nagorno-Karabakh. In their talks, the
Co-Chairs reiterated their deep con-
cern over recent incidents along the
Line of Contact, calling on the sides to
exercise restraint in their rhetoric and
intheir actions. The Presidents laid out
their positions on the Co-Chairs’ pro-
posals to strengthen the ceasefire and
to avoid further escalation of hostili-
ties, particularly in light of the Novruz
and Easter holidays. They expressed
their commitment to continuing the
negotiation process toward a political
solution.

In their talks, the Co-Chairs
stressed the essential importance of
continued support for Ambassador
Kasprzyk’s mission and its expansion.
The Co-Chairs also emphasized their
conviction thatrespect for the ceasefire
is of the utmost importance for build-
ing an atmosphere of trust to enable
further negotiations.

The Co-Chairs will soon travel to
Vienna to brief the members of the
Minsk Group.

Armenian Assembly Urges Thorough
Investigation into Turkey’s Attempts to
Compromise U.S. Democratic Institutions

WASHINGTON, D.C. — On
March 31, Armenian Assembly of
America (Assembly) Co-Chairs An-
thony Barsamian and Van Krikorian
sent a letter to the Senate Intelligence
Chairman Richard Burr (R-NC), Vice
Chairman Mark Warner (D-VA), House
Intelligence Chairman David Nunes
(R-CA), and Ranking Member Adam
Schiff (D-CA) highlighting Turkey’s
activities attempting to compromise
America’s democratic institutions.

“Given recent reports about
Turkey’s attempts to gain surrepti-
tious influence over U.S. officials and
media to the detriment of U.S. national
security, and as a follow-up to our
March 13th letter regarding Azerbaijan
and its influence buying in the United
States, we are writing to urge your
thorough investigation of President
Erdogan’s Turkey in an expanded re-
view of foreign governments and their
activities that compromise America’s
democratic institutions to allow mas-
sive human rights violations and work
against the United States in ways that are
totally out of legal or diplomatic bounds,”
Assembly Co-Chairs Barsamian and
Krikorian stated.

The Assembly’s letter comes

against the backdrop of revelations of
former national security advisor
Michael Flynn. “This week, even more
developments related to this case were
exposed. This abundant public record
alone represents a disturbing pattern
that compromises both our nation’s
security and constitutional govern-
ment,” they added.

Next week, an upcoming hearing
in the House Foreign Affairs Commit-
tee entitled “Turkey’s Democracy
Under Challenge,” promises to reveal
further President Erdogan’s disregard
for U.S. democratic values and human
rights as Turkey nears a constitutional
referendum that will vastly expand the
powers of the president.

Earlier this month, the Assem-
bly also expressed its concerns with
Azerbaijan’s potential violations of
Iran sanctions based on similar re-
ports. The Assembly Co-Chairs sent
a letter to the Senate and House Select
Committees on Intelligence noting
Azerbaijan’s human rights abuses and
tactics to influence America’s de-
mocracy and governance process
through its corrupt caviar diplomacy.

Assembly Co-Chairs Barsamian
and Krikorian said: “We are writing to
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Thomas De Waal “I Don’t See Nagorno
Karabakh as Part of Azerbaijan in Future”

YEREVAN (Armenpress) —
New military operations in the Nagorno
Karabakh conflict zone won’t be a
surprise for the sides: both sides are
well protected after the April War, and
in case of military operations a greater
escalation will happen this time, British
expert on Caucasian affairs Thomas
De Waal told reporters.

“2016 was a very dangerous year.
There is still probability of escalation,
in any case this year can be more
dangerous in terms of engaging new
armaments. Therefore, once again we
underscore that there is no alternative
for diplomacy”, Thomas De Waal said.

According to him, the sufficient
involvement of international diplomacy
is important. In his view, a serious
actor is necessary, who will be com-
mitted in implementing this work. He
underscores that today the main issue is
strengthening the OSCE Minsk format.

“It is necessary to review the
agreements reached after the April War,
if we don’t want the conflict to re-
start. It isn’t only Russia that must
solve the issue, the trilateral format is
very important for the US, France.
This is an opportunity for Moscow
and Washington to effectively cooper-
ate”, he said.

Thomas De Waal mentioned that
Azerbaijan isn’t open in terms of pre-

senting public opinions. Official opin-
ions are mainly visible. According to
him, it is obvious that in Azerbaijan,
people talk with their friends and fam-
ily that they don’t want their sons to
getkilled.

“The society must understand
that political negotiations are the best
tool on the path of settling the conflict.
It is obvious that Karabakh will even-
tually have a status. When I speak
about sovereignty, I mean a status of
independence or confederation, along
with Azerbaijan. But I don’t speak
about a part of Azerbaijan, I don’t
think we will see Nagorno Karabakh as
a part of Azerbaijan in the future. I
don’t think that will happen, let me
clearly mention it”, he said.

8 Suspects Arrested in
Hrant Dink Murder Case

ISTANBUL (Agos) — As part of
Hrant Dink murderinvestigation, 8 people
including gendarmerie personnel are ar-
rested. Istanbul Prosecutor Kokeii
claimed that these suspects had known
the information concerning Oglin Samast
2 hours before he was caught.

The investigation carried out by
Prosecutor Gokalp Kokeii covered the
details of how Ogiin Samat was caught
in Samsun.

It is stated that Istanbul General
Directorate of Security had received
the information that the perpetrator
Ogiin Samast was on the way to
Trabzon from Istanbul, though there
was no revealed information concern-
ing the identity of the perpetrator.

Hrant Dink, the founder of the
bilingual Armenian-Turkish weekly

newspaper Agos, was shot dead in an
Istanbul street in January 2007.

Although a suspect was con-
victed, the case has been re-investi-
gated several times amid concerns that
police conspired to allow Dink’s kill-
ing to happen.

According to a judicial source
who spoke on condition of anonymity
due to restrictions on talking to the
media, the eight suspects were held on
charges of membership of terror orga-
nization and “attempting to overthrow
the constitutional order”.

Ogun Samast, aged 17 at the time
of the killing, claimed he murdered
Dink for “insulting Turkishness” and
was jailed for 23 years in 2011.

Since then, prosecutors have
examined whether he acted alone.

express our concern regarding the
undue influence of yet another for-
eign government on America’s demo-
cratic institutions, namely Azerbaijan.
We are deeply troubled by recent
reports about Azerbaijan’s ties to
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) and its nexus to both

the Mammadov family and the highest
levels of the Azeri government. We
therefore respectfully request that the
congressional investigations of Rus-
sian influence be expanded to include
Azerbaijan’s influence peddling and
any materials it may have potentially
compromising U.S. officials.”
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100th Anniversary of AMAA
to Be Celebrated on East and West Coasts

i
i

By Florence Avakian

PARAMUS, NJ—The Centennial
of any organization is an event of great
pride and celebration. For the Arme-
nian Missionary Association of
America - AMAA, it is even more
reason to continue its successful, cen-
tury hammered programs of educa-
tion, humanitarian work, youth camps,
scholarships, and evangelism.

On October21,2017,the AMAA
will celebrate its Centennial on the East
Coast at its annual meeting, followed
by a grand banquet at the Glenpointe
Marriott in Teaneck, NJ. The West
Coast celebration of the centenary will
follow in Californiain October of 2018.

Inarecentinterview with AMAA
Executive Director and CEO Zaven
Khanjian at the AMAA headquarters in
Paramus, NJ, he explained that the
centennial celebrations are combined
with a fund-raising campaign with the
express goal of raising $20 million in
the next two years. The campaign,
which began in October of 2016, has
raised until today four and a half mil-
lion dollars through pledges and dona-
tions.

Auspicious Beginnings

It was a century ago, that the
AMAA was created at a church union
membership meeting in Worcester,
MA. “When the AMAA founded in
1918, there were more than 100,000
widows and orphans throughout the
Middle East. We answered the call to
meet their physical, spiritual and edu-
cational needs, and we are still an-
swering the call for those in need in 24
countries around the world, including
Armenia, Artsakh, the CIS, the Middle
East, Europe, Canada, South America,
and Australia,” Khanjianrevealed.

The AMAA entered Armenia fol-
lowing the 1988 disastrous earthquake
through the efforts of Rev. Dr. Movses
Janbazian, the then Executive Director
of the Association, with one major pro-
gram centering on orphans and childcare.
Registering in Armenia in 1991, shortly
followed by the registration in Artsakh
as a humanitarian organization, the
AMAA projects grew and developed,
now with 1600 children up to 18 years of
age under sponsorship with thousands
more in schools, Day Schools, Kinder-
gartens, Sunday Schools and Christmas
Joy programs, Khanjian related.

After 25 years in Armenia and
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Artsakh, tens of thousands of children
have received direct monetary gifts, as
well as food, clothing, medical care,
day shelter and education. Over time,
the AMAA started day schools with
extracurricular activities and warm
meals for children of parents suffering
from financial and other difficulties.
These institutions are currently in
Shushi, two in Yerevan, Gyumri and
Vanatzor.

Simultaneously, the now 170-
year-old Armenian Evangelical Church,
alsoregistered in Armenia. “Thereisa
symbiotic relationship between the
AMAA and the Church. The AMAA is
the missionary arm of the Church,” he
explained.

There are currently 100 churches
around the world, in five continents,
with 31 in North America. The U.S.
has eight on the east coast, 17 on the
west coast, two in the mid-west, and
four in Canada. Among the 100
churches functioning in difficult ar-
eas, there are two in Turkey as well as
a school dedicated to the memory of
martyred journalist Hrant Dink.

In Turkey, there is also Camp
Armen, seized by the Turkish govern-
ment and finally returned in 2015.
Moreover, in Lebanon, there is the
acclaimed Haigazian University, estab-
lished in 1955, with a current student
body of 700. Among its numerous
well-known graduates are its current
President, the Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian,
Historian and Scholar Dr. Yervant
Kassouny and Genocide Scholar Dr.
Khachig Mouradian.

In addition to these areas, there has
been a crucial humanitarian focus on the
seven-year crisis in war-torn Syria,
where the AMAA among a few other
organizations commands a leading role
of sustenance and support. Mr. Khanjian
was influential in the creation of SARF,
the Syrian Armenian Relief Fund operat-
ing out of the California since 2012 and
chaired it for two years.

Education Is Its Bloodstream

“The AMAA is like a physical
body with education as its bloodstream,
the core. Armenian Evangelicals, and
thousands of Armenian youth who
have been educated in the Middle East
after the Genocide attended Armenian
Evangelical schools, with every school
supported by the AMAA. Closeto fifty
percent of Armenian students in the
Middle East have passed through the

IDeA Foundation Continues to Assist
Syrian Armenians

YEREVAN -- Initiatives for the
Development of Armenia Foundation
(IDeA Foundation) continues providing
support to Syrian Armenians. With the
support of the Foundation, the Aleppo
Compatriotic Charitable Organization’s
(ACCO) Save A Life programme has led
to 64 people being resettled from Syria to
Armenia up to now. An additional 30
Syrian Armenians have expressed the
desire to relocate to Armenia in the next
three months.

In October 2016, the IDeA Foun-
dation announced the allocation of
$250,000 to support Syrian Armenians.
This financial aid package is distrib-

uted among the four partner organiza-
tions, the Armenian General Benevo-
lent Union (AGBU), Mission Armenia,
ACCO and Repat Armenia—to develop
and implement programmes for Syrian
Armenians.

Since January 2017, with the
funds provided by IDeA Foundation,
Mission Armenia has covered the cost
of rental accommodation for 40 Syrian
Armenians who resettled in Armenia.
Thanks to the efforts of the partner
organizations, a number of meetings
and events have been held in Armenia
aimed at helping the integration pro-
cess of Syrian Armenians.

gates of Armenian Evangelical Schools
sustained by the AMAA,” Khanjian
revealed.

Born in Aleppo, Syria, Zaven
Khanjian’s raison d’etre in life and
existence comes down to “Faith With-
out Work Is Futile.” The church, its
Sunday School, and the choir were the
focus of his youth. “The church and
schoolin Aleppo have been my home,”
he declared with emphasis. “They
were the first gayaran-station for me
and for the survivors, widows, and
orphans.” During the Genocide, he
lost both grandfathers form Arapkir.

A graduate of the American Uni-
versity of Beirut, majoring in Business
Administration, he came to the U.S. in
1979, and worked mainly in real estate
and development. He and his wife
Sona - nee Kelikian, have two sons,
one daughter and six grandchildren.

It is now 2 1/2 years that he has
been the Executive Director of the
AMAA. “Thisismy love,” he declared
withemphasis. “The AMAA isaunique
organization. Its foundation is the
spiritual life of the Armenian people. It
is the combination of attention to the
spiritual and physical lives of the Ar-
menian nation that keeps me bonded to
the AMAA.”

A member ofthe Armenian Evan-
gelical Church, he calls the church
“the focus of our lives following the
teachings of Christ. Christ, God in-
carnate, was spirited, engaged, involved
all the time and with all segments of
society. Showing love and compas-
sion, kindness and sacrifice, He reached
out to all, teaching, educating, forgiv-
ing, feeding the hungry, quenching the
thirsty, healing the sick and this should
be our way of life as well.”

Armenia’s Ruling Republican Party

Continued frompage 1

rope (OSCE) and other groups said the
vote was “tainted by credible informa-
tion about vote-buying” and pressure
on voters, according to a statement
posted on the OSCE website.

It said the interference “contrib-
uted to an overall lack of public confi-
dence and trust in the elections.”

Under constitutional changes ap-

proved in a 2016 referendum, the Ar-
menian prime minister’s office will
become more powerful while the presi-
dency is to become a largely ceremo-
nial post elected by parliament.

Those changes are due to take
place when Sarkisian’s second and
final term ends in 2018. Critics charge
that they were designed to allow him to
stay in power beyond the presidency’s
two-term limit.

U.S. Congratulates Armenia

Continued frompage 1

istered without major incident and
within guidelines set forth by Arme-
nian electoral laws,” added the U.S.
mission.

It referred to the verification of

voters’ identity through special elec-
tronic devices and online broadcasts of
voting and ballot counting. The U.S. and
the European Union financed the pur-
chase of this equipment earlier this year.
It was primarily meant to preclude mul-
tiple voting by government supporters.
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Senator Chuck Schumer and Mark Geragos
Keynote Speakers at Times Square
Armenian Genocide Commemoration

NEW YORK, NY —U.S. Senator
Chuck Schumer (D-NY) and power-
house attorney Mark Geragos will
speak at the 102nd anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide on Sunday, April
23, 2017 from 2-4 p.m.

Thousands will gather in Times
Square (43rd St. & Broadway) to com-
memorate the first genocide of the
20th century. This historic event will
pay tribute to the 1.5 million Arme-
nians who were annihilated by the
Young Turk Government of the Otto-
man Empire. The commemoration will
also celebrate the survival and spirit of
the Armenian people, their rich heri-
tage and global contributions and in-
clude the talented young voices of the
Hovnanian Armenian School students,
who will sing the Armenian and Ameri-
can national anthems and God Bless
America. Presenters will include civic,
religious, humanitarian, educational,
cultural leaders and performing art-
ists. This event is free and open to the
public.

Events leading up to the com-
memoration include a genocide aware-
ness walk-a-thon over the Brooklyn
Bridge on Saturday, April 22, 2017
followed by fellowship in Brooklyn
Bridge Park as well as a young profes-
sionals event at City Perch in Fort Lee,

New Jersey, where Olympians Migran
Arutyunyan and mixed martial arts
champion Albert Ghazaryan will be
present and honored.

The 102nd Armenian Genocide
Commemoration is organized by the
Mid-Atlantic chapters of the Knights &
Daughters of Vartan (www.kofv.org),
an international Armenian fraternal or-
ganization headquartered in the United
States, and co-sponsored by the Arme-
nian General Benevolent Union
(www.agbu.org), the Armenian As-
sembly of America (www.aaainc.org),
the Armenian National Committee of
America (www.anca.org), the Arme-
nian Council of America and the Arme-
nian Democratic League - Ramgavars.

Participating organizations in-
clude the Diocese of the Armenian
Church of America, Prelacy of the
Armenian Church of America, Arme-
nian Missionary Association of
America, Armenian Catholic Eparchy
for U.S. and Canada, the Armenian
Church Youth Organization of America
(ACYOA), the Armenian Youth Fed-
eration (AYF-YOARF), Armenian
youth organizations and university
Armenian clubs.

For more information please visit,
www.kofv.org/main/april232017
www.april24nyc.org,

ADAA Presents The Saroyan/Paul
Human Rights Playwriting Prize

GLENDALE — The Armenian
Dramatic Arts Alliance (ADAA) has
announced two nights of events to be
produced in conjunction with Antaeus
Theater Company at their new loca-
tion, The Kiki and David Gindler Per-
forming Arts Center in Glendale.

The firstnight of readings will be
at 7:00 pm, Sunday April 23rd and will
consist of three 20-minute excerpts
from the finalist plays of The Karen
Kondazian Award for Armenian Sto-
ries, followed by the announcement of
the contest winner with a panel dis-
cussion and a reception afterwards.
The finalists are:

-Ermeni by Eric Sirakian

-Forgotten Bread by Sevan
Kaloustian Greene

-Wishing and Flesh by Susan
Kelejian

The second event at 8:00 pm,
Monday, April 24th will consist of
three 20-minute excerpts from the fi-
nalist plays of The Saroyan/Paul Hu-

man Rights Playwriting Prize. This
will be followed by the announcement
of the contest winner and a reception.
The finalists are:

-The Good Minister from Harare

APRIL 8, 2017

Zoryan Institute Releases New Book on
Fate of Non-Muslims and Christians
in Turkey 1913-1923

TORONTO, ON (Marketwired )
—Zoryan Institute released a new book
contextualizing what is happening in
the Middle East today.

“When one sees what is happen-
ing in Turkey right now, how Turkey
is dealing with its own minorities, the
type of language that the President of
Turkey is using in regards to non-
Muslim Europe, it all reflects the same
narrow, ethno-religious nationalism
that prevailed there 100 years ago. It is
being used today by the President of
Turkey to mobilize masses to fulfill his
political objectives. In fact, the non-
Muslim groups combined, including
Armenians, Assyrians, Greeks, and
Jews, now make up only around
100,000 of Turkey’s population, as
opposed to 4.5 million in Ottoman
Turkey before the Genocide.” So says
George N. Shirinian, editor of a new
book titled, Genocide in the Ottoman
Empire: Armenians, Assyrians and
Greeks, 1913-1923.

Shirinian explained what mes-
sage he wished the reader to take away
from this book, which is also part of
his own personal history.

“Being the son of two orphan
survivors of the Armenian Genocide, I
was always very aware of the devas-
tating effect the Genocide has had on
Armenians, and it always bothered me
toread in some books that it took place
as alegitimate reaction by the Ottoman
state to a so-called Armenian revolt
against the whole Ottoman Empire. |
began to undertake research years ago
to verify if this was true, and to under-
stand what the causes of the Armenian
Genocide were. Through my years of
research and the preparation of this
book, what I would like for the reader
to understand is that some 4.5 million
people, primarily Armenians, Assyrians
and Greeks, were either killed or up-
rooted from their ancestral homes dur-
ing a short, ten-year period. This is
essentially because they were non-
Turks and non-Muslims. There were
numerous factors that led to these
genocides, but it is now clear that the
alleged Armenianrevolt was a fabrica-
tion of the Young Turks to stir up their
own citizens against the Armenians, to
provide a justification to their German
allies so they would not intervene, and
to keep the neutral but very engaged
Americans from interfering. This be-
comes especially clear when you see
that the Young Turks also deported
and massacred the Assyrians and
Greeks, who definitely were not part
of any alleged revolt.

“The Young Turks believed that

GENQECIDE

in the

OTTOMAN
EMPIRE

Assyrians,
and Greeks

adopted an ultra-ethnic, nationalist at-
titude towards the non-Turks. This
attitude may be compared to the atti-
tude of ISIS today. Driven by extreme
Sunniradical Islamic nationalism, they
draw on religious fanaticism and use it
to stir up those who are susceptible to
kill Christians, Yezidis, and even other
Muslims who are not Sunni.

“This mindset of “Turkey for
Turks” only is best exemplified by
statements by the president of Turkey
today, and as far back as when he was
Prime Minister in 2004: “Turkish Prime
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan has
warned European Union leaders that
violence from Islamic extremists could
escalate if the EU rejects Turkey as a
member.” A more recent example is
the following from March 17, 2017:
“...The place in which you are living
and working is now your homeland
and new motherland. Stake a claim to
it. Open more businesses, enroll your
children in better schools, make your
family live in better neighborhoods,
drive the best cars, live in the most
beautiful houses. That’s because you
[the Muslim Turks] are the future of
Europe. It will be the best answer to
the vulgarism, antagonism, and injus-
tice made against you.”

George N. Shirinian was asked
by the Asia Minor and Pontos Hellenic
Research Center in Chicago, to pre-
pare and to edit a multi-author book on
the genocide of the Armenians,
Assyrians and Greeks in the Ottoman
Empire, with contributions by four-
teen specialists , including his intro-
duction and the first chapter. This
book is relevant today because it
contextualizes what is happening in
the Middle East now with the events of
history.

by June Carryl

-Runaway Home by Jeremy J.
Kamps

-The Madres by Stephanie Alison
Walker

Both readings will be produced
by Antaeus Theatre Company and The
Armenian Dramatic Arts Alliance.

The Saroyan/Paul Human Rights
Playwriting Prize is sponsored by the
William Saroyan Foundation and the
Lillian and Varnum Paul Fund at the
Western Diocese of the Armenian

Church of North America and admin-
istered by The Armenian Dramatic Arts
Alliance.

The Karen Kondazian Award for
Armenian Stories is sponsored by Karen
Kondazian and administered by The
Armenian Dramatic Arts Alliance.

Reservations for the readings
are extremely limited and are on a
first-come basis. For information,
email ADAA at
armeniandrama@gmail.com, or
visit www.armeniandrama.org.
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ST. GREGORY THE ILLUMINATOR
ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH
2215 E. Colorado Boulevard, Pasadena, Calitornia 91107

Felo (6201 440-1523 ~  Fax: (626 449-T03 4%
Email; steregorvirmenianchurelvee vahoo.com

RBichard G. Hovannisian

Presents
The newly published 14th volume in the UCIA series, Historic Armenian Cities and Provinces
Armenian Communities of the Northeastern Mediterranean
Musa Dagh-Dort-Yol-Kessab

(with Antioch, Beylan, Ruj Valley, and villages near Latakia)

On Sunday May 7, 2017 @ 12:30 pm (Immediately after Badarak)
2215 E. Colorado Blvd., Pasadena, CA 91107

Presented by Dr. Richard G. Hovannisian

Featured Speaker with Illustrated Presentation
Light reception provided, Book purchase and signing available after program

This power-point presentation is based on the last three volumes of Professor Hovannisian’s UCLA conference
series “Historic Armenian Cities and Provinces,” It focuses on lesser known but vibrant Armenian communities
in Asia Minor, such as Ismid, Bardizag, Adabazar, Armash, and Bursa as far as Konia; the Cappaducnan region

centers of Dort: Vol, the San[ak ofAlexandreﬂa Musa Dagh, aﬂd Kessab, an area where the rugged and sturdy
people repeatedly demonstrated their heroism,

| coastal
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Vahe Atchabahian
1743 E. Elizabeth St. « Pasadena, CA 91104

Tel: 626-354-5924

vamedia@yahoo.com
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Genesee Ave.

April 24 @ 12 PM

Turkish

Fairfax ave.

sy Wilshire Blvd. START: 7600 Beverly Bivd.
Uklunwd Los Angeles

Buses leave at 11:30AM from:

Zwhpwlwppbp diunud B 11:30p1 marCh4jUStlcecom

Glendale Montebello

St Mary's Church 500 S. Central Ave. Holy Cross Cathedral 900 W. Lincoln Ave.
St Gregory Catholic Church 1510 E. Mountain Ave
Armenian Nazarene Church 411 E. Acacia Ave. Hollywood

St Garabed Church 1614 N. Alexandria Ave.
Burbank
St Leon's Cathedral 3325 N. Glenoaks Blvd North Hollywood

Merdinian School 13330 Riverside Dr.
La Crescenta
Crescenta Valley Community Center 2633 Honolulu Ave. Encino

Crescenta Valley Church 6252 Honolulu Ave. Holy Martyrs School 16617 Parthenia St
Holy Martyrs Church 5300 White Oak Ave
Pasadena
St Gregory Armenian Church 2215 E. Colorado Blvd. | Canoga Park/Van Nuys

AGBU High School 2495 E. Mountain St AGBU Marie Manoogian School 6844 Oakdale Ave.
Pasadena Armenian Center 2242 E. Foothill Blvd. St Peter's Armenian Church 17231 Sherman Way

Bus reservations and more information / @ nfuwn by ng wugubnd by b Guickpbug mbnbln @k
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