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Yes, I wish to subscribe to Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (one year)
* $50,00 * $100,00 (first class) for USA
$ 125,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.
$ 250,00 (Air Mail) Overseas.

Name:
Address:
City: --------- State:--------- Zip Code:------
Country: -—--------m--—-
Tel: Email:

Bedros S. Maronian

818/500-9585

6300 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 1900
Los Angeles, CA 90048

= Life Insurance

= Health Insurance

= Group & Individual
« Long Term Care

» Disability

Blug Cross

805 East Broadway
Glendale, CA 91205

300N. L

= Estate Planning

» Will & Living Trust

= Full Annual Review

= Mortgage Protection
= College Planning

Anthcm ' \KABU‘IH. Hea‘lg\let % éﬂ.ﬂé

Cigna  KAISER PERMANENTE. |

Seniors 65 & Up Medicare Supplements « Insurance « Prescriptions|

Siamanto B. Maronian
818/269-0909

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1975
More locations and more ways to service your insurance and financial needs

Coverage & Protection
should be on the top ]

of yvour priority list.
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OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs
Visit Armenia and Karabakh

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — U.S.,
Russian and French diplomats co-head-
ing the OSCE Minsk Group have met
with Armenia’s and Nagorno-
Karabakh’s leaders as part of their
continuing efforts to relaunch Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani peace talks.

The three mediators met with
President Serzh Sarkisian and Foreign
Minister Edward Nalbandian in Yerevan
on Saturday at the start of their latest
tour of the Karabakh conflict zone.
They then proceeded to Stepanakert
for similar talks with Bako Sahakian,
the Karabakh president, that were held
on Monday. They are expected to travel
to Baku later this week or early next.

The envoys gave few details of
their talks when they spoke to report-
ers in the Karabakh capital. “France,
the United States and Russia are mak-
ing every effort to achieve progress on
this issue,” Stephane Visconti, the
Minsk Group’s French co-chair, was
reported to say.

Neither the mediators nor official
Armenian sources specified whether they
pressed for the conduct of high-level
Armenian-Azerbaijani negotiations.
Visconti’s American opposite number,
Richard Hoagland, expressed hope in
March that Nalbandian and Azerbaijani
Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov
will “prepare the ground” for a meeting
of their presidents.

The two ministers reported no

agreements to that effect after they
lastmetin Moscow in April. Nalbandian
said on May 30 that an Armenian-
Azerbaijani summit is unlikely to be
organized “for the time being.”

Presidents Serzh Sarkisian and
Ilham Aliyev most recently met in
Vienna and Saint Petersburg in May
and June last year. The Karabakh peace
process has been essentially deadlocked
since then.

Meeting with Visconti, Hoagland
and Russia’s Igor Popov on Saturday,
Nalbandian accused Baku of continu-
ing to ignore their calls for the con-
flicting parties to comply with confi-
dence-building agreements that were
reached by Aliyev and Sarkisian last
year. According to the Armenian For-
eign Ministry, he said the mediators
should take “concrete actions” in or-
der to “rein in this unconstructive and
provocative policy by Azerbaijan.”

Sahakian likewise accused Baku
of continuing ceasefire violations along
the Karabakh “line of contact” when met
with the co-chairs in Stepanakert. The
spokesman for the Karabakh leader, Davit
Babayan, was quoted by Artsakh-
press.am as stressing the importance of
bolstering the ceasefire regime.

Babayan also said that the war-
ring sides still have a “long way to go”
to resolve the conflict. Their positions
on a peaceful settlement are “almost
diametrically opposite,” he said.

First World Atlas in Armenian

Sold for $37,500 at New York Auction

NEW YORK —On June 7, Swann
Galleries’ held its biannual auction of
Maps & Atlases, Natural History &
Color Plate Books. Approximately two
thirds of the lots offered fell into the
category of maps and atlases, with
strong results in both subheadings. Of
the 265 lots, 86% percent found buy-
ers, exceeding the low estimate for the
section by more than $100,000.

The first world atlas in the Arme-
nian language topped the sale, reaching
more than five times its $6,000 high
estimate to sell for $37,500%*, a record

for the work. Hovhannes Amira Dadian
created the atlas in the Armenian mon-
astery on the Venetian island of San
Lazzaro in 1849 in an effort to bring
Western knowledge to his home coun-
try. The atlas boasts ten hand-colored
double-page maps, including one of
the solar system, all of which were
printed in Paris and based primarily on
contemporary French models.
Hovhannes Amira Dadian’s atlas
is 10 hand-colored double-page en-

Continued onpage3

Armenia, EU to Sign Framework Agreement
in November

Armenia and EU are planning to
sign the Comprehensive and Enhanced
Partnership Agreement during the East-
ern Neighborhood Summit in Brussels
in November, Armenian Foreign Min-
ister Edward Nalbandian said at a joint
press conference with his visiting Es-
tonian counterpart Sven Mikser.

Estonia will assume the chair-
manship of the European Union from
July 1st. The Estonian Foreign Min-
ister said the country has a very
ambitious agenda, and stressed that
Eastern Partnership was among the
priorities.

“I hope the negotiations between

Armenia and the European Union will
be successfully completed,” he said.

Speaking about the perspectives
of'visaliberalization between Armenia
and the EU, Minister Mikser said. “I
think the free movement of people is a
very important factor for bringing
peoples and countries closer. Estonia
is definitely interested in the comple-
tion of the process sooner rather than
later,” he added. He said, however,
that no dates could be mentioned.

“We’ll give a boost to the pro-
cess, but the rest will depend on
Armenia’s ability tomeet all standards,”
he said.

Azerbaijan Anti-Armenian Initiative
Fails at UN

NEW YORK -- Yet another anti-
Armenianinitiativeby Azerbaijan has failed;
this time at the United Nations (UN).

Formonths, Azerbaijan attempted
to disrupt the activities of the Human
Rights Defender (Ombudsman) of
Armenia, Arman Tatoyan, at the upper
echelons of the UN, reported Aysor
(Today) news agency.

Apparently, Baku did not like
Tatoyan’s activeness in international

discussions on the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict, and therefore it demanded
from the UN to curtail his activities in
this international organization and strip
him from the highest—A—status.

This initiative of Azerbaijan, how-
ever, achieved no result at the UN.

It was explained that the UN is
pleased with the work of Armenia’s
ombudsman and considers it impor-
tant to collaborate with him.

Defiant Opposition Gunmen
Go on Trial in Yerevana

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Four-
teen members of “Sasna Tsrer: radical
opposition group went on trial on
Thursday almost one year after most
of them seized, together with two
dozen other men, a police base in
Yerevanin what they called an uprising
against Armenia’s government.

The defendants are facing a wide
range of charges, including illegal sei-
zure of government buildings and weap-
ons and hostage taking. Two of them
also stand accused of murdering three
police officers during the armed
group’s two-week standoff with Ar-
menian security forces. All suspects
deny the accusations.

The gunmen stormed the police
compound in Yerevan’s southern
Erebuni district and took several police

officers hostage on July 17, 2016.
They demanded President Serzh
Sarkisian’s resignation and the release
of Zhirayr Sefilian, the jailed leader of
their Founding Parliament movement.

Sefilian was arrested on June 20,
2016 for allegedly plotting an armed
revolt against the government. He de-
nies the accusation as politically moti-
vated.

Security forces avoided storm-
ing the Erebuni facility during the stand-
off, which also sparked anti-govern-
ment demonstrations in Yerevan. In-
stead, they shot and wounded some of
the armed oppositionists. The 20 re-
maining gunmen holed up in the com-
pound surrendered to the authorities

Continued on page4
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OSCE Conducts Monitoring of the
Armenian-Azerbaijani Border

YEREVAN -- The Office of the
Personal Representative of the OSCE
Chairman-in-Office conducted moni-
toring of the Armenian-Azerbaijani
border in Tavush province on June 7.

From the Armenian side the moni-
toring was conducted by Personal
Representative of the OSCE Chair-
man-in-Office, Ambassador Andrzej
Kasprzyk and his Field Assistants
Ghenadie Petrica and Martin Shuster.
No violations of ceasefire regime were
registered.

At a briefing that followed the
monitoring in Aygepar community, the
OSCE officials were briefed on the
situation at the Armenian-Azerbaijani
border, the statistics of ceasefire vio-
lations by Azerbaijan.

Special attention was called to
the shots fired by Azerbaiajni forces in
the direction of frontline villages and
roads.

The OSCE Representatives
pledged to use the information in a
report.

Austrian MPs and Heads of Diplomatic
Corps Visit Vienna’s Mekhitarist

Congregation
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VIENNA — On June 6 the Arme-
nian Embassy in Austria and Austrian
‘Society’ journal jointly organized the
visit of Austrian MPs and heads of
diplomatic representations in Vienna
to the Mekhitarist Congregation
church, the Armenian MFA reports.

The visit aimed at making the
Austrian political and public figures, as
well as the foreign diplomats get ac-
quainted with the heritage of Armenian
culture in Europe.

The tour was attended by mem-
bers of Austria-Armenia parliamentary
group, Ambassadors accredited in Aus-
tria, permanent representatives at OSCE
and other organizations in Vienna, as
well as Austria’s MFA representatives.

At the beginning of the visit
Armenia’s Ambassador to Austria,
Armenia’s permanent representative
at OSCE and other international orga-
nizations in Vienna Arman Kirakosyan
delivered welcoming speech, talking
about the history of the Mekhitarist
Congregation, as well as a number of
issues related to maintenance of Arme-
nian cultural heritage.

Accompanied by the church’s
Father Vahan Hovakimyan, the guests
toured the church, got acquainted with
the museum, as well as the world-
renowned publishing house and library.

At the end of the visit the guests
had a chance to taste Mekhitar liqueur
prepared with 400-year-old recipe.

June 17, 2017

Artsakh President Bako Sahakyan Visits
Kashatagh Region
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STEPANAKERT -- On 8 June
Artsakh Republic President Bako
Sahakyan visited the Kashatagh re-
gion and met in the Hochants village
with the community heads of the
region’s northern wing.

President Sahakyan began the
meeting handing in high state awards
to a group of representatives of the
region for the services rendered to
the country.

Issues related to the activities
carried out and the results registered in
2016, as well as the implementation of
a range of ongoing projects were ad-
dressed thereafter.

Head of Kashatagh regional ad-

ministration Souren Khachatryan, of-
ficials of the regional administration
and community heads delivered corre-
sponding reports.

President Sahakyan hailed the
2016 socioeconomic indicators reg-
istered in Kashatagh region. Bako
Sahakyan noted that the region had
been maintaining leading positions
in the agricultural sector for several
years, adding that a range of new
projects covering diverse spheres
were scheduled there with conse-
quent benefits for the development
of the region.

Premier Arayik Haroutyunyan and
other officials attended the meeting.

Armenia and China to Cooperate
in the Field of Strategic Studies

YEREVAN (Armradio) -- On 8
June 2017, the National Defense Re-
search University of the Ministry of
Defense of the Republic of Armenia
(NDRU, MoD, RA) hosted the newly-
appointed Military and Air Attaché of
the People’s Republic of China (PRC)
in the RA, Senior Colonel Zhan
Fenghua. The guest was welcomed by
the Head of the NDRU, Doctor of
Political Science, Professor, Lieuten-
ant-General Hayk Kotanjian. The meet-
ing was also attended by the NDRU
Deputy Head for Research — Head of
the Institute for National Strategic Stud-
ies (INSS), PhD in History Benyamin
Poghosyan and NDRU INSS Research
Fellow, PhD in Economics Azat
Davtyan.

At the beginning of the meeting,
Lieutenant-General Hayk Kotanjian
congratulated the Military Attaché for
taking up his new position, wishing
him every success during his service
in Armenia. Dr. Kotanjian presented
the steps taken towards the establish-
ment of cooperation between the
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NDRU and similar institutions of China,
particularly touching upon the Memo-
randum of Understanding (MOU)
signed between the NDRU and the
China Institute for International Stra-
tegic Studies (CIISS).

The basis for cooperation be-
tween the two institutions was laid in
2014 during the visit of NDRU’s Head
Hayk Kotanjian to the CIISS. The MOU
was signed during the visit of NDRU’s
Deputy Head for Research Benyamin
Poghosyan to Beijing in October 2016,
when he participated in an interna-
tional conference organized by the
CIISS.

Another example of the estab-
lishment of cooperation between the
NDRU and similar institutions of China
is the arrangement for signing a Memo-
randum of Cooperation with the Xian
Institute of Contemporary International
Studies (XICIS), which was reached
during the NDRU INSS Research Fel-
low Azat Davtyan’s visits of October
2016 to Xian and of April 2017 to
Beijing.
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Experts Summarize Armenian-Azerbaijani
Developments in 2016
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YEREVAN (Mediamax) --
Yerevan hosted ton Friday Caucasus-
2016 Annual International Conference,
which covered the most important
developments in Southern Caucasus
during 2016.

Following are exerpts reports on
Armeniaand Azerbaiajn.

Armenia in 2016

Director of Caucasus Institute
Alexander Iskandaryan. Three signifi-
cant developments took place in Ar-
menia, which highly influenced the
political reality in the country.

Armenian media used the term
“April War” covering the escalation on
NK-Azerbaijan Line of Contact, initi-
ated by Azerbaijan in April 0of2016. In
fact, it is incorrect to qualify this
offensive as a war, since Azerbaijan
did not pursue military goals, intending
just to take over several kilometers of
land.

Then an armed group captured
Yerevan Police Station on July 17.
Ambiguous perception of this devel-
opment by citizens was of great inter-
est. What’s more, the Armenian gov-
ernment did not qualify it as a terrorist
attract.

Change of the Armenian Prime
Minister was another significant devel-
opment in Armenia. People started as-
sociating the word “new” with the word
“good”, as this Prime Minister became
the advocate for innovation; he did not
at all belong to the old elite. He suc-
ceeded, as people considered him a
more bureaucratic, non-oligarchic, and
even anti-oligarchic character.

The military parade on Septem-
ber 21 is yetanother important event in
Armenia, as it featured Iskander-M
missile systems and Smerch multiple

launch rocket system.

The developments of 2016 al-
lowed us to reveal the divergence be-
tween the government and the people.
The Armenian state structures under-
stood that they should change the gov-
ernance system. More focus was put

>

on “Nation-Army” notion. The gov-
ernment started changing the images
of political figures, substantiating it
with the move to parliamentary form
of governance. They appointed bu-
reaucrats instead of oligarchs, edu-
cated people instead of the ignorant
officials.

Azerbaijan in 2016

Sergey Markedonov, Assistant
Professor, Russian State University
for Humanities - 2016 was the year of
Armenian-Azeri conflict and security
for Azerbaijan. The April aggression
was perceived as victory there.

A very important event happened
in domestic politics in March, when
Ilham Aliyev granted amnesty to 148
prisoners, 14 out of whom are consid-
ered international human rights de-
fenders, the so-called “prisoners of
conscience”. With that Azerbaijan
showed the international community it
was ready to accept objective human
rights-related criticism. Another im-
portant domestic development was the
Constitutional Referendum that af-
firmed introduction of the institution
of Vice President. In 2016 Azerbaijan
managed to consolidate its status of a
large energy partner in the East.

Balance was maintained in for-
eign affairs. Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
Hassan Rouhani, and Vladimir Putin
visited Baku. Baku managed to boost
dialogue with USA and the EU, hosting
high-ranking officials.

First World Atlas in Armenian

Continued from page 1

graved maps, lithographed pictorial
title-page and dedication color-printed
in red, blue and gold. The lettering
entirely in armenian alphabet.

The first world atlas in the
armenian language.The maps consist
of'the solar system, the world in double
hemispheres, Europe, Asia, Africa,
North America, South America,
Oceana and individual maps of ancient
Armeniaand the Ottoman Empire. Each
map was engraved in Paris and is

primarily based upon contemporary
French models. The Mekhitarist mon-
astery onthe island of San Lazzaro in
Venice has long been a center of
Armenian culture, study and pub-
lishing. Armenian-related books, pam-
phlets and maps were produced at
the monastery”s presses from the
late eighteenth century until the late
twentieth.

Hovhannes Amira Dadian (1798-
1869) was a member of an entrepre-
neurial family of the noble and privi-
leged Armenian Ottoman class.
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International Conference on “Armenians of
Iraq” at Haigazian University

BEIRUT -- Organized by the Ar-
menian Diaspora Research Center at
Haigazian University, and supported
by the Armenian Communities Depart-
ment of the Calouste Gulbenkian Foun-
dation, the conference on “Armenians
of Iraq” took place over the course of
three days.

On Monday, May 29, the official
opening took place in the presence of
the prelates of Lebanon and Iraq, com-
munity leaders from Iraq and Leba-
non, the ambassador of Armenia in
Lebanon, Armenian intellectuals, his-
torians, and academicians. The cer-
emony began with the opening words
of Dr. Antranig Dakessian, Director of
the ADRC, followed by a presentation
by Dr. Razmig Panossian, head of the
Armenian Communities Department of
Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation.
Haigazian University’s President Rev.
Dr. Paul Haidostian’s words were fol-
lowed by the opening reflections of the
Prelate of Armenians in Iraq, Arch.
Avak Asadourian.

The conference, with its eight
sessions, extended over three days and
covered thirty-four topics, presented
by thirty-four scholars coming from
countries such as the United States,
Egypt, Armenia, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq
and the Philippines.

Panelists were Bedros
Tovmassian, “The last era of the
Abbasid Caliphate (991-1258) and ca-
liphs of Armenian descent”; Dr. Salah
Mahgoub, “The ruler of Mosul, Badr
EdDin Loulou (18th century)”; Dr.
Kayané Boghossian, “An Armenian
manuscript written in Baghdad, in the
18th Century”; Dr. Wafa’ Mahmoud,
“The Chakmakjians of Mosul (18th-20
centuries)”; Dr. Ardag Maghalian,
“Serovpé Garnetsi and other travelers
on 19th century Iraqi Armenians”;
Marlene Melkonian-Setrakian, “A pro-
file of the ‘Baghdadtsi’ Armenians”;
Dr. Hilmar Kaiser, “The Mosul Prov-
ince and the Armenian Genocide”; Dr.
Seta Ohanian, “The arrival of the Ar-
menian refugees from Vanin 1918 and
their settlement in the refugee camps
of Baquba and Nahr Omar”; Dr.
Antranik Dakessian, “The Baquba or-
phanage”’; Dr. Wafa’ Mahmoud, “Sara
ElZangina”; Dr. Jon Armajani, “The
Iraqi Constitution and the Armenians”;
Dr. Seta Ohanian, “The Basra Arme-
nian Community, its past and present”;
Bedig Torossian, “Aspects of the
Kirkuk-Armenians’ history in the 20th
century”; Dr. Vartan Devrikian, “The

Armenian Prelacy of Iraq”; Raphayel
Oumoudian, “The Catholic Armenian
community of Iraq”; Dr. Kohar
Avakian, “The Armenian schools of
Iraq (1918-1974)”; Hovhanness
Aghbashian, “The AGBU Chapter of
Iraq”; Shaké Ashjian-Ardzivian, “The
Iraqi Armenian Board for the Needy”;
Varant Bedrossian, “The Baghdad Ar-
menian Mixed Youth Union”; Nora
Parseghian, “The Koyamard weekly
reflecting Iraqi-Armenian life”; Dr.
Artsvi Bakhchinian, “Iraqi cultural life
and Iraqi Armenian cultural figures”;
Prof. Arda Arsenian-Ekmekji, “Dikran
Garabed Ekmekjian (1880-1951)”;
Armine Choukassizian, “A photogra-
pher, Hovhannes Choukassizian (1914-
1994)”; Ara Ashjian, “20th century
Iraqi Armenian personalities and their
contribution to the Iraqi state”; Mihran
Minassian, “Iraqi Armenian authors
who wrote in Arabic”; Prof. Vahram
Shemmassian, “The repatriation of
Armenian refugees from Iraq to Soviet
Armenia during 1921-1922”; Khoren
Krikorian, “The Iraqi Armenians of
Tarpnig: An ethnographic observation”;
Dr. Arman Yeghiazarian, “The Com-
mittee of Cultural Relations with
Diaspora Armenians and the Iraqi Ar-
menians”’; Anush Bejanian, “Armenian
state foreign policy in the context of
the 2003 Iraq war”; Dr. Sona Donigian,
“Republic of Armenia-Iraqi Armenian
community relations between 1991 and
2015”; Jenya Gulbengian, “The Minis-
try of the Diaspora and the Iraqi-
Armenian refugees (2009-2017)”;
Yeghia Tashjian, “Armenians in Iraqi
Kurdistan and the Prospects for Arme-
nia-KRG Relations”; Khachig Janoyan,
“The Iraqi Armenians in the USA”; Dr.
Vladimir Boghosian, “The Iraqi Arme-
nian prelacy during the prelature of
Arch. Avak Asadurian.”

Presentations and sessions were
moderated by Drs. Arda Ekmekji,
Nanor Karageozian, Zaven Messerlian,
Joseph ElAgha, Armen Urneshlian,
Antranik Dakessian, and Messrs. Bedig
Torossian and Yeghia Tashjian.

Two evening lectures were held
on Monday and Tuesday. Judge Chris-
topher Young lectured on “Anglo-Ar-
menian Links in 19th Century Baghdad”,
and on Tuesday the secretary of the
Prelacy, Sarkis Kotunian presented a
detailed study on the “The Iraqi Arme-
nian community in the last 15 years.”
Furthermore, Dr. Seta Ohanian’s book,
“Iraqi Hay Hamaynke 20rt Tarun” pub-
lished in 2016, was launched.
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Ohannes Hannessian - 4th Year Memorial

By Hratch Hannessian

“Golden!”—an uncommon re-
sponse for most people when answer-
ing the question, “How are you?”

Ohaness Hannessian was not
most people.

A publisher, educator, and leader
within the Armenian community,
Ohannes dedicated most of his life and
most of himself to Armenian book pub-
lication. He was passionate about the
brilliance of the Armenian language, its
rich history, and its ability to endure.

Born in 1928 in Beirut to Arme-
nian Genocide survivors Hagop and
Maximillia Hannessian, Ohannes
viewed the preservation of the Arme-
nian culture, not to mention its very
people, as a very real concern. Always
a man of action, he decided to take its
safeguarding into his own hands.

After graduating from the presti-
gious Jemaran Armenian College,
Ohannes became a teacher, a bank
director, and later joined his older
brother Garabed in expanding Shirak
Press. Year after year, Shirak printed
what soon became staple works
throughout the Armenian community
not only in Lebanon but also beyond.
Perhaps most notably, they printed
the Shirak songbooks and Shirak
“Tzaynakrial Yerkaran,” both used
to teach readers about the Armenian
language, music, culture, and his-
tory. Soon, Shirak further distin-
guished itselfas a pioneering force in
the world of written Armenian, pub-
lishing everything from dictionaries
to textbooks to cookbooks to self-
help books and more.

Much of Ohannes’ inspiration in
both his professional and personal life
can be directly attributed to his wife

Sossie, whom he married in 1959. Her
presence gave him the confidence to
pursue his dedication to his people and
the comfort to do so by her uncondi-
tional support. Together, the couple
had two children: Shahe and Hratch,
both born and raised in Beirut. In 1984,
the Lebanese civil war had become
severe and the family moved to Los
Angeles to seek refuge. However, even
the threat of war and the challenge of
assimilating in a new country was not
enough to keep Ohannes from his
calling. Shortly after relocating,
Ohannes opened a Shirak Printing,
Bookstore, and Publishing House in
Los Angles, where he nevertheless
continued the work he had started
halfway around the world. Today,
Shirak remains operational under the
ownership and management of his
immediate family.

This June 13%, together we mark
the fourth anniversary of Ohannes’
passing. But above all, in his golden
spirit, we celebrate his life’s works,
his legacy, and his love for the Arme-
nian people.

Defiant Opposition Gunmen Go on Trial

Continued from page 1

on July 31, hours after freeing medics
who were also held hostage in the
besieged compound.

The defendants were greeted with
rapturous applause from their relatives
and friends and struck a defiant note as
they appeared before an Erebuni dis-
trict court. They refused to stand up
when the presiding judge entered the
courtroom.

Some defendants, including the
gunmen’s leader Varuzhan Avetisian,
made angry statements denouncing the
court and protesting their innocence.
“The Criminal Code does not apply to
us, and you are puppets,” declared

Avetisian.

Three other suspects reacted fu-
riously when the judge told them to
keep silent. Police officers deployed in
the courtroom intervened to calm them
down. The first court hearing in the
high-profile trial adjourned moments
later.

The defendants also include two
men who were not part of the armed
group itself. One of them, Khachatur
Gichian, stands accused of providing a
heavy truck that transported some of
the gunmen to the Erebuni police sta-
tion.

The other suspect, U.S. citizen
Garo Yegnoukian, was charged with
having assisted the gunmen by urging
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ONEArmenia Launches Project to Support
Local Grape Farmers in Armenia

YEREVAN -- Wine has been pro-
duced in Armenia for millennia, as
evidenced by one extraordinary cave
nestled alongside the Arpa river run-
ning through Vayots Dzor Province.
In recent years, the industry has flour-
ished and Armenian wines have gained
international recognition. However, the
average grape grower in the country
lack the skills to produce, brand and
market wine from the grapes they
grow. As major wineries progress by
leaps and bounds each year, small
farmers are being left behind.

ONEArmenia and Semina Con-
sulting seek to address this issue by
partnering to empower local farmers
to break into the fast growing industry
through the crowdfunding campaign,
Farm-to-Bottle.

The crowdfunding campaign will
raise $61,515 which will provide farm-
ersin Vayots Dzor, the oldest winemaking
region in Armenia, with training, tools
and facilities to produce and market their
own unique brands of wine. The average
salary in Armeniais approximately $4,200
per year, but the ability to sell quality
wine will enable the farmers to increase
their annual income significantly, with
the potential to make an average of
$12,000 per person within the first year
of production.

"This project hopes to create a
ripple effect on rural entrepreneurship
in Vayots Dzor, by demonstrating that
farmers can launch sustainable busi-
nesses with a little startup support.”
says Aimee Keushguerian of Semina
Consulting. "We can show others
across Armenia the path towards inde-
pendence and prosperity."

Semina Consulting, a winery in-
cubator whose mission is to develop
and promote the wine industry in Ar-
menia, has mentored several of the
recently emerging wine brands and is
now turning their attention to small
farmers. In collaboration with EVN
Wine Academy, they will provide
viticultural training to the farmers , so
that they can grow quality grapes.
Semina will go on to produce wine

from these vineyards, in their state of
the art facility, return the wine to the
farmers and proceed to coach them
through the process of creating a brand
and marketing the products.

As wine tourism increases, SO
too does the need for infrastructure to
support those eager to discover Arme-
nian wines.

"Armenia has a rich, 6,000 year
old history in winemaking - it's time to
accelerate the ability for tourists and
locals to easily access products from
local farmers," said Patrick Sarkissian
founder of ONEArmenia.

Each farmer will be provided with
atastingroom, called Wine Cubes, which
will allow them to showcase their wine
to tourists visiting the region. The Wine
Cubes, beautifully designed by DZ Ar-
chitectural and Design Studio and con-
structed by Shelter Construction, will
serve as the starting point for each
farmer to build their own winery and will
bolster tourism to the region.

Visitors will have the opportunity
to visit the vineyards and then sample
the wine on the spot, in the stylish
Wine Cubes. Each farmer will learn
how to present their wine, how to
educate visitors on their work and how
to sell the wine directly from the tast-
ing room. Every farmer has their own
skill set and assets and can tailor the
tourists' experience accordingly. They
will be able to offer other products that
they produce from honey to jam to
cheese or even sit down meals.

With the proper training and in-
frastructure in place, the possibilities
are limitless for farmers in Vayots
Dzor. Farm-to-Bottle is an opportunity
for people around the world to show
their support for local farmers in Ar-
menia and empower them to become
major players in the wine industry.

The end result will be more beau-
tiful and exciting tourist experiences in
Armenia, stronger local economies in
Vayots Dzor and more quality Arme-
nian wine on the market- and that's
something everyone can benefit from.

Donate to Farm-to-Bottle today!

Armenians to rally near the besieged
compound and spreading “false infor-
mation” about security forces during
in the standoff. Yegnoukian has re-
peatedly denied the charges.
According to Armenia’s Special
Investigative Service (SIS), more than
60 persons are prosecuted in connec-
tion with the deadly hostage crisis.

The Office of the Prosecutor-General
said on Thursday that 18 of them will
go on a separate trial soon.

The U.S. State Department con-
demned the Erebuni attack, while urg-
ing the authorities in Yerevan to exer-
cise “appropriate restraint.” The Euro-
pean Union Delegation in Armenia like-
wise called it “unacceptable.”
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