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Netanyahu Pledges to Improve Israel’s
Uneasy Relationship with Armenia

JERUSALEM
(RFE/RL) — Israeli
Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu
pledged to improve
Israel’s uneasy rela-
tionship with Arme-
nia after holding talks
with Armenian For-
eign Minister Edward |
Nalbandian in Jerusa-
lem on Tuesday.

The two men
were reported to have discussed not
only Armenian-Israeli ties but also the
situation in the Middle East and the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict zone, with
Netanyahu expressing concern over
Iran’s “attempts to establish a military
presence in the region.”

“We’ll strengthen relations be-
tween Israel and Armenia in tech,
cyberspace and agriculture,” the Is-
raeli leader, who is also his country’s
foreign minister, tweeted after the
talks.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
likewise said Netanyahu told Nalbandian
that Israel is ready to “expand” its
relations with Armenia and sees “great
potential for cooperation” between the
two nations.

According to a ministry state-

ment, Nalbandian expressed confi-
dence, for his part, that bilateral con-
tacts will gain “new impetus.” They
have already intensified of late, he said
during what was apparently his first-
ever official visit to Israel.

The statement added that the two
men explored ways of boosting mod-
est bilateral trade and cooperating in
the areas of agriculture, information
technology, education and tourism.

Israel’s Minister of Regional Co-
operation Tzachi Hanegbi similarly
sought to “strengthen our relation-
ship” when he visited Yerevan in late
July. Hanegbi and Nalbandian signed
agreements on avoidance of double
taxation and mutual lifting of visa re-

Continued on page 2

Alexander Lapshin Exposes
Baku’s Secret Plan to Exchange Him
with Azerbaijani Captives

YEREVAN — The authorities of
Azerbaijan tried to reach an agreement
with Russia in February, 2017, offer-
ing them to exchange the citizen of that
country, blogger Alexander Lapshin
with Azerbaijani saboteurs Shahbaz
Guliyev and Dilgam Asgarov impris-
oned in Artsakh, according to the
blogger’s website exposing the attempt
of the secret deal.

“I will briefly remind that ac-
cording to the Azerbaijani mass media
the mentioned 2 persons were just
tourists who had decided to visit the
graves of their relatives in Karabakh,
which is under the control of Arme-
nians. They crossed the contact line in
Aghdam region and started their jour-
ney to the graves of their relatives by
killing an Armenian child”.

“In Stepanakert they told during
a trial that the child had seen them and
they had to kill him not to be caught.
Afterwards, they ran across a forest,
hid, and then appeared near a village,
killed there two people who tried to
catch them. The third “tourist” was
killed in a shooting with Armenians”.
Lapshin wrote in his blog.

“In brief, they were peaceful
“tourists”, who had arrived from
Azerbaijan armed with Kalashnikovs”,
Lapshinreminded, noting that the Court

of Artsakh has convicted them to life
imprisonment.

The blogger told that after arrest-
ing him Azerbaijan tried to provoke
Russia, saying that if Russia helped
them in the negotiations for the return
of those two “tourist-diversionists”, it
would accelerate the process of his
own release. “In the words of a very
high ranking official of the Russian
Foreign Ministry, that situation was
very embarrassing for Sergey Lavrov
and Azerbaija proposal was rejected.
The Russian side could in no way
understand what could link the citizen
of Russia and Israel, Lapshin, with

Continued on page4

Students Protest Against New Law On
Military Service

YEREVAN -- At least a hundred
university students in Yerevan boy-
cotted classes on Tuesday in protest
against the Armenian government’s
plans to largely abolish temporary ex-
emptions from military service en-
joyed by most of them.

The protesters rallied outside the
main building of Yerevan State Univer-
sity (YSU), demanding a meeting with
Education Minister Levon Mkrtchian.
They marched to other YSU buildings
after Mkrtchian and other Education
Ministry officials declined to meet with
their representatives.

Male students of state-run Arme-
nian university eligible for government
scholarships have until now been allowed
to perform compulsory military service
after completing their undergraduate,
graduate or post-graduate studies.

Under a government bill passed
by the Armenian parliament in the first
reading late last month, draft defer-
ments would be granted only to those
students who would agree to undergo
parallel military training and serve in
the army as officers for three years
after graduation. The Armenian De-

fense Ministry, which drafted the bill,
says that that this would close a key
loophole for evading military service
and reduce “corruption risks” among
military and university officials.

Government officials also argue
that more than 80 percent of 18-year-
old Armenian men enrolled in state
universities are already drafted to the
armed forces because they pay tuition
fees. Letting the other students con-
tinue their studies uninterrupted is un-
fair, they say.

Critics say the measure would
prevent many students from becoming
scientists or scholars. They say it would
also not stop the sons of many senior
government officials, pro-government
politicians and wealthy businesspeople
from dodging military service.

The protesters, among them fe-
male students, tried to enter some YSU
departments in a bid to get more stu-
dents to join their campaign. They
found the entrance doors of most of
those departments locked from inside,
however. Students attending classes
there were thus unable to leave the
buildings.

President Sarkisian: Russia Will Supply New
Batch of Weaponry to Armenia

YEREVAN (Panorama.am) --
Russia is set to supply a new batch of
weaponry to Armenia in the near fu-
ture as part of an agreement signed
between the two states, President Serzh
Sarkisian said Wednesday, adding the
implementation of a new loan agree-
ment worth $100 million will begin
after its approval on all the intergov-
ernmental levels.

“By the end of this year we will
realize the previous contract. We are
expecting new supplies in the coming
days, and until the end of the year we
will finalize all issues regarding the
previous contract,” Sarkisian said in
an interview with RIA Novosti.

Backin June 2015, a$200 million
agreement was signed between Armenia
and Russia to finance supplies of Rus-
sian-made military products to Armenia.

“We have already signed a new
contract in Yerevan, It needs to be
considered by all the relevant agencies
in Russia and Armenia and later un-
dergo a ratification procedure. After-
wards we will embark on the imple-
mentation of the project in cooperation
with Russian manufacturers. However,
it will not be a rapid process,” the
president said.

Under the new draft agreement
approved by the Armenian Govern-
ment on 12 October, Russia will pro-
vide a state credit to Armenia to fi-
nance the supplies of Russian military
products.

According to the agreement, the
loan will be issued with a maturity date
of 15 years, with an annual interest
rate of 3%. Armenia can use the loan in
the period from 2018 to 2022.
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Another Parliament Attack Convict
Dies in Armenian Jail
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YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- A fourth
person jailed in connection with a
deadly 1999 attack on the Armenian
parliament, which plunged the country
into a serious political crisis, has died
in prison.

The Armenian Justice Ministry
said on Friday that, Eduard Grigorian,
who was serving a life sentence in
Yerevan’s Nubarashen prison, com-
plained of chest pains before being
rushed to a nearby hospital and pro-
nounced dead there early in the morn-
ing.

Gor Ghlechian, the spokesman
for a ministry division managing
Armenia’s prisons, told RFE/RL’s Ar-
menian service (Azatutyun.am) that
relevant authorities will conduct fo-
rensic tests to ascertain the cause of
Grigorian’s death.

A doctor by training, Grigorian
was one of the five gunmen who burst
into the National Assembly and sprayed
it with bullets on October 27, 1999.
Then Prime Minister Vazgen Sarkisian,
parliament speaker Karen Demirchian
and six other officials were killed in the
shooting spree that thrust Armenia’s
government into turmoil.

The gunmen were led by Nairi
Hunanian, an obscure former journal-
ist who accused the government of
corruption and misrule and called for
regime change. They surrendered to
police after overnight negotiations with
then President Robert Kocharian.

Several other men were also ar-
rested in the following days. One of
them, Norayr Yeghiazarian, was
charged with supplying weapons to
the armed group, which also com-
prised Hunanian’s younger brother
Karen and uncle Vram Galstian.

Yeghiazarian was found dead in
pre-trial detention in 2000. Law-en-
forcement authorities said at the time
that Yeghiazarian, an electrician by
profession, accidentally electrocuted
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himself to death while using a heating
stove in his cell.

Galstian was found hanged in his
Nubarashen prison cell in 2004 just
months after an Armenian court sen-
tenced him, the Hunanian brothers and
the two other gunmen to life imprison-
ment. The prison administration
claimed that he committed suicide.

Another man, Hamlet Stepanian,
was sentenced in December 2003 to
14 years in prison on charges of help-
ing the gunmen enter the parliament.
Stepanian suddenly died in prison in
2010 of what officials called a heart
attack.

Those prison deaths fueled more
allegations of a high-level cover-up of
the parliament shootings. Some rela-
tives and supporters of the assassi-
nated officials still suspect Kocharian
and the current President Serzh
Sarkisian (no relation to Vazgen), who
was Armenia’s national security min-
ister in October 1999, of mastermind-
ing the killings to eliminate increas-
ingly powerful rivals.

Hunanian insisted throughout his
marathon trial that he himself had de-
cided to seize the parliament and try to
topple the government without
anybody's orders. But many in Arme-
nia believe that the ringleader and his
accomplices had powerful sponsors
outside the parliament building.

Ruzan Minasian, a journalist for
the “Aravot” daily who covered the
parliament attack trial, described
Grigorian as the “ideological leader” of
Hunanian’s group. She suggested that
the former pediatrician, who died on
Friday, could have shed more light on
the shootings.

A Facebook account opened in
Eduard Grigorian’sname in2014 prom-
ised major “revelations” regarding the
October 1999 attack. It was disabled
just as mysteriously shortly after at-
tracting Armenian media attention.

Netanyahu Pledges to Improve Relationship

Continued from page 1

quirements for holders of Armenian and
Israeli diplomatic passports. The Israeli
cabinet member, who is affiliated with
Netanyahu’s Likud party, also met with
Prime Minister Karen Karapetian.
Armenian-Israeli relations have
been frosty until now, reflecting differ-
ing geopolitical priorities of the two

states. Armenia has maintained a warm
rapport with Iran to ease its geographic
isolation, while Israel has pursued stra-
tegic cooperation with Turkey and
Azerbaijan.

Armenia has been particularly
worried about Israel’s large-scale arms
deals with its arch-foe. In 2012, Israeli
defense officials confirmed a reported
deal to provide the Azerbaijani military
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Turkish Activist Osman Kavala Charged
Over Attempted Coup

ISTANBUL - Prominent Turkish
rights activist and businessman Osman
Kavala has been jailed pending trial,
charged with seeking to overthrow the
government, state-run Anadolu news
agency reported on Wednesday.

An Istanbul court remanded
Kavala in custody as part of an inves-
tigation into the movement of US-
based cleric Fethullah Gulen, which
Ankara accuses of carrying out an
attempted coup in July last year, the
agency said.

It said Kavala was charged with
"attempting to overthrow the constitu-
tional order" and "attempting to over-
throw the government of the Republic
of Turkey".

Kavala, whose Anadolu Kultur
organisation is involved in promoting
culture and rights, was detained nearly
two weeks ago at Istanbul's Ataturk
Airport, prompting expressions of con-
cern from Europe and the United States.

Osman Kavala is known for his
pro-Armenian activities. He is one of
the close friends of the Turkish-Arme-
nian journalist Hrant Dink's family and
is actively fighting for a fair trial on
Dink's murder. On April 24 2016,
Kavala visited the Armenian Genocide
Memorial Complex and paid tribute to

the memory of the innocent victims.

Since the failed putsch on July
15, 2016, more than 50 000 people
have been jailed as they face trial and
some 150 000 sacked or suspended
from jobs in the civil service and pri-
vate sector.

The US State Department de-
scribed Kavala's initial detention as
an example ofa "very alarming trend"
of detention of civil society leaders,
journalists, academics and activists
in Turkey.

The Turkish government says
the measures are necessary due to the
gravity of the threats it faces. Gulen
has denied involvement in last year's
attempted coup.

Another Solar Plant Built In Armenia

Armenia’s second major solar
power plant was inaugurated on Tues-
day in the presence of Prime Minister
Karen Karapetian and other senior of-
ficials.

The 1-megawatt plant was built
in Talin, a town 70 kilometers north-
west of Yerevan, as partofa $1 million
investment projected co-funded by a
group of Armenian entrepreneurs and
the German government.

One of the local investors, Hayk
Chobanian, said the facility, already
connected to the national power grid,
can meet the energy needs of about
400 households. He described its launch
as the start of “a parade of solar plants”
that will increasingly spring up in Ar-
menia.

“Our country’s [solar energy]
potential is great and I think that in the
coming years we will introduce hun-

dreds of megawatts of solar power
capacity,” Chobanian told reporters.

Deputy Energy Minister Hayk
Harutiunian, who also attended the
opening ceremony, reaffirmed the Ar-
menian government’s declared com-
mitment to greater use of renewable
sources of energy in the country. He
said nine more small solar plants are
now under construction.

Armenia’s first major solar plant
with a 0.5-megawatt capacity went on
stream in late September. It was built
by a company controlled by Samvel
Karapetian, a Russian-Armenian bil-
lionaire businessman increasingly in-
vesting in the Armenian energy sector.
A company representative said the “pilot
project” could be a prelude to the
construction of a much bigger facility
of'its kind that would also be financed
by Karapetian.

with more weapons worth a combined
$1.6 billion. The Azerbaijani army used
some of these Israeli-made weapons,
notably sophisticated anti-tank rockets,
during April 2016 hostilities in Karabakh.

Just weeks after Hanegbi’s trip to
Yerevan, an Israeli Defense Ministry
agency halted exports to Azerbaijan of
“suicide” drones manufactured by an
Israeli company accused of using them
against an Armenian army position in
early July. The export control agency
launched an investigation into the alleged
incident in August.

TheIsraeli daily “Maariv” reported
at the time that representatives of the
company, Aeronautics Defense Systems
(ADS), traveled to Azerbaijan this sum-
mer to finalize a contract for the sale of
Orbiter drones to the Azerbaijani mili-
tary. The paper claimed that two Israeli
drone operators working for the com-
pany rebuffed Azerbaijani officials’ de-
mand to demonstrate the use of the

deadly drone by hitting the Armenian
position with it. But other, more senior
ADS executives agreed on launch the
deadly craft on the target, according to
“Maariv.” ADS denied the report.

It was not clear whether
Nalbandian discussed the alleged
drone attack with Netanyahu. The
Armenian Foreign Ministry statement
said only that he briefed Netanyahu
on Armenia’s and international me-
diators’ efforts to achieve a “solely
peaceful” solution to the Karabakh
conflict.

The ministry added that the two
men also “exchanged views on pressing
regional and international issues, devel-
opments in the Middle East.”

A short statement by a spokesman
for Netanyahu said: “The Prime Minister
raised the issue of Iran’s attempts to
establish amilitary presence in theregion
and its negative influence.” It did not
elaborate.
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Armenian Studies Program Conference
Held on Ottoman Empire

By Michael Rettig
Editor-Hye Sharzhoom

FRESNO -- The Armenian Studies
Program held a two-day international
conference on “Armenians, Greeks, and
Kurds: A People’s History of the Otto-
man Empire” on the weekend of Sep-
tember 22-23. Professor Barlow Der
Mugrdechian, Director of the Armenian
Studies Program, and Dr. Umit Kurt,
visiting postdoctoral fellow at Harvard
University, organized the Conference
to highlight Ottoman history from the
peripheries, rather than from the posi-
tion of power. Scholars presented their
research on the experiences of Arme-
nians, Greeks, and Kurds from the late
19th century to World War 1.

The Conference was co-spon-
sored by the College of Arts and Hu-
manities and the Department of His-
tory with support from the Thomas A.
Kooyumjian Family Foundation, the
Leon S. Peters Foundation, and the M.
Victoria Karagozian Kazan Fund for
Armenian Studies.

Professor Der Mugrdechian pro-
vided historical context to the confer-
ence in his introduction. According to
Der Mugrdechian, the Tanzimat Re-
forms in the nineteenth century dis-
rupted the balance of power between
the central Ottoman government and
periphery. It gave hope to the op-
pressed but instilled jealousy in the
ruling class. Der Mugrdechian stressed
the importance of reexamining the re-
lationship between Ottoman Turks and
those they ruled by mastering the lan-
guages of the people, in this case,
Armenian, Greek, and Kurdish.

Nilay Ozok-Giindogan echoed
this sentiment in her presentation, “Can
One Save the Voices of the ‘Ordinary’
Kurds from the ‘Enormous Conde-
scension of Posterity?’: Thoughts on
Writing the Social History of the Kurds
in the Ottoman Empire.” According to
Ozok-Giindogan, when historians write
about ordinary people, they often de-
scribe them as mobs with little agency.
They overemphasize the power the
Ottoman government exercised over
the provinces because they “take the
wording of the text for granted” rather
than examine Kurdish and Armenian
sources. Varak Ketsemanian described
a similar problem in his study on “The
Armenian Revolutionary Movement
Between Ideologies and Paradoxes: A
Case Study of the Hunchakian Party
Program (1890-1896).” According to
Ketsemanian, historians too often fo-

cus on the leadership of the Armenian
Revolutionary movements rather than
on ordinary members. Ketsemanian
examined the Hunchakian party and
the paradoxes between the intellectual
ideologies and realities on the ground.
Owen Miller, in his presentation
on “The Colonization of the Moun-
tains: Sasun, Zeytun and Dersim at the
End ofthe Ottoman Empire,” described
the central Ottoman government’s at-
tempt to subjugate mountainous strong-
holds in the eastern provinces. Ac-
cording to Miller, many of these east-
ern areas, such as Sasun, Dersim, and
Zeytun, were historically controlled
by local lords and princes with little
interference from Constantinople.
Miller noted that the government was
not able to exercise complete control
over many of these regions until 1915,
while Dersim was not truly integrated
until the 1930s. The government used
modern weaponry to brutally conquer
these semi-autonomous regions. Miller
noted the danger of relying on official
sources when studying these events,
as the military elite tried to cover up the
violence they committed. He stressed
the importance of accumulating infor-
mation from various sources, as
“authoritarianism is ultimately the mo-
nopolization of legitimate truth.”
David Gutman, in “The Sojourn-
ers of Harput (Kharpert): At the Inter-
section of the Local, Imperial, and the
Global,” discussed the unique situa-
tion of Kharpert by examining Arme-
nian migration. Gutman stated that a
majority of the estimated 35,000-
40,000 Armenians who migrated to
America between 1885-1908 were
from Kharpert. Though migrating to
America was illegal in the Ottoman
Empire, Armenians in Kharpert could
afford the sophisticated smuggling
networks. According to Gutman, this
attests to Kharpert’s uniqueness, as
the Armenians were more politically
and economically stable and integrated
than in other provinces. Because of
this, Armenians bore the brunt of the
Genocide as local Turks sought to
destroy this successful community.
Umit Kurt similarly noted the role Ar-
menian prosperity played in social re-
lations in his study on “The Break-
down of a Previously Peaceful Coex-
istence: The Aintab Armenian Massa-
cres of 1895.” According to Kurt,
peace between the Armenians and
Muslims in Aintab dissolved as

Continued on page 4
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Celebrated Director Krikor Satamian
Honored with St. Sahag-St. Mesrob Medal

BURBANK — On November 1,
His Holiness Karekin II, Catholicos of All
Armenians, bestowed St. Sahag-St.
Mesrob Medal of Honor and Holy En-
cyclical upon popular actor and director
Krikor Satamian who was honored for
his lifelong dedication to the arts and
contribution to Armenian theatre.

Surrounded by friends, family
and colleagues at the Western Diocese
of the Armenian Church, Satamian
accepted the award, thanking His Ho-
liness Karekin IT and the Diocese. “Re-
ceiving this medal of honor is an un-
paralleled moment for me. It has been
a great journey and I feel lucky to have
had this unique opportunity to do what
I love,” said Satamian. “I am proud to
serve the Armenian people through
Armenian theatre and cultural programs
of AGBU.”

Satamian’s decades-long com-
mitment to his craft has had a signifi-
cant impact on the development of
theater across the diaspora. In 1960,
he first joined the famous AGBU

Vahram Papazian Theatre Company in
Beirut, Lebanon, as a young actor and
later was appointed as its artistic di-
rector. In the following years, he be-
came AGBU’s national artistic director
in New York and had since established
several AGBU theater companies in
Boston, Detroit, New York, Philadel-
phia, Los Angeles and Buenos Aires.
Since 2013, Satamian is the artistic
director ofthe AGBU Krikor Satamian
Theatre Group in Los Angeles, previ-
ously known as the AGBU Ardavazt
Theatre Company.

Satamian has directed over 87
plays, three operettas and has acted in
over 70 plays, shows and films, in-
cluding “24,” “Subterfuge,” “Mad TV”
and “Suddenly Susan.” He also worked
with celebrities like Brooke Shields,
Joey Travolta and John Cusack. He
also taught drama at the American
University of Beirut (AUB), his alma
mater, and the AGBU Manoogian-
Demirdjian School in Canoga Park for
thirteen years.

Armenian Bar Association Appoints Gayane
Khechoomian As Director of Operations

LOS ANGELES — With great up-
side implications, the Armenian Bar
Association has announced the ap-
pointment of Los Angeles-based-at-
torney Gayane Khechoomian as its
new Director of Operations. Gayane
will occupy and build out the ground
floor of the Association’s day-to-day
administrative functions, lending sup-
port and spirit to the various standing
committees in order to facilitate orga-
nizational activities and community
events.

The Director of Operations will
tap into the multiple, positive plat-
forms of the Armenian Bar Associa-
tion, working closely with the Board
of Governors and the nearly-dozen
committees led by the nationwide
membership’s attorneys and students.
Each and every year for nearly 30
years, the organization has hosted a
continuing series of timely and inter-
esting programs as part of its advo-
cacy of issues which stand at the crux
of the Armenian cause.

Importantly, the Association fos-
ters the exchange of ideas and com-
munications among attorneys, judges
and law students in different stages of
their careers, in different parts of the
world, including the Diaspora and the
Republics of Armenia and Artsakh.

Gayane will assume the directo-
rial role while continuing to serve as a
volunteer coach in the Armenian Bar
Association’s Mock Trial Program,
which partners with Armenian sec-
ondary schools in the Los Angeles
County area in a broad inter-scholastic
moot court competition under the aus-
pices of the Constitutional Rights Foun-
dation. She has held the role of presi-
dent of her alma mater’s Armenian
Law Students Association and has
chaired numerous non-profit organi-
zations during her law school and un-
dergraduate studies.

Before joining the Armenian Bar
Association, Gayane clerked at the
United Nations criminal tribunal pros-
ecuting genocide and crimes against
humanity in Cambodia and worked
on an international case filed in the
Inter-American Commission on Hu-
man Rights. She has a background in
civil litigation and experience work-
ing with start-ups and small busi-
nesses. Prior to her legal career,
Gayane worked as editor of Yerevan
Magazine, and founded the student-
run publication, Armenian Chronicles,
based out of UCLA, where she also
obtained her bachelor’s degree in
History and Near Eastern Languages
and Cultures.
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Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian's Intriguing
Presentation on the Middle East

PASADENA --
Rotary International
leaders and Armenian
American community
representatives and
members packed into
Pasadena's University
Club lecture hall on
November st to hear
Rev. Dr. Paul
Haidoestian's presen-
tation on "Is Peace [\
Possible in the Middle
East?" The event was |
organized by Rotary |
International District
5300 Garbis Der-
Yeghiayan Peace In-
stitute.

The audience
was welcomed by Dr.
Garbis Der-Yeghiayan, President of
Mashdots College, Past District Gov-
ernor of Rotary International and Chair-
Elect of Rotarian Action Group for
Peace. In his introductory remarks,
Dr. Der-Yeghiayan spoke very highly
of Rev. Dr. Haidostian and his numer-
ous accomplishments as a visionary
university president, dynamic church
and community leader, distinguished
scholar, prolific writer and speaker
and a man for all seasons.

Rev. Dr.. Haidostian, President
of Haigazian University in Beirut, Leba-
non and Chair of the Central Commit-
tee of the Armenian Evangelical
Churches in the Near East, presented a
most intriguing, informative and en-
lightening lecture on the prospects of
peace in the Middle East capturing the
attention of the audience. The power-
point presentation included fascinat-
ing statistical information on the re-
gion and covered the following topics:
Does peace have a definition?, Peace
and Justice, peace as surrender is a
failed peace, peace as a domination is
aforced peace, peace examples, global
and local peace, peace and the evil

enemy, peace and the good self, pos-
sibilities for peace and the role of
education in promoting peace.

The attentive audience followed
the presentation with great interest and
actively participated in the question-
answer session. Rev. Dr. Haidostian
answered all the questions in great
detail which was greatly appreciated
by the audience.

At the conclusion of the event,
Dr. Der-Yeghiayan presented the first
copy of his recently published photo-
album on Western Armenia and Cilicia
to Rev. Dr. Haidostian thanking him
for writing the superbly masterful pref-
ace in the book. He also expressed his
admiration to him for his 15-year mag-
netic leadership of Haigazian Univer-
sity and the Armenian community in
the Middle East by conferring upon
him the Honorary Doctor of Humane
Letters degree assisted by Dr. Varujan
Gabuchian, Chairman of the Board of
Trustees of Mashdots College.

Rev. Dr. Haidostian's incredible
presentation will be long remembered by
all those who had the privilege of attend-
ing this engaging and delectable event.

Alexander Lapshin Exposes Baku

Continued frompage 1

Azerbaijani diversionists. And what is
most important, why should Armenia
exchange the murderers with me when
I am not a citizen of Armenia”?
“Later, the authorities of Israel
were also informed on the incident,
who were also severely infuriated by
Azerbaijaniposition”, the blogger told.
Lapshin told that he first heard
about that plan during an interrogation
by Azerbaijani investigator from the
Prosecutor General’s Office.

“To say that [ was just amazed at
the absurd acts of the country in the
hands of which I had appeared means
to say nothing. I felt like an Afghan
hostage representing the Taliban, more-
over, they tried to bargain over me.

Russia, I am thankful for your
principled stance. I can say the same
for Israel. I am also thankful to Arme-
nia for it did not step back”.

Lapshin assessed the act of the
two diversionists who killed 3 civilians
and are arrested in Artsakh as an act of
a jihadist movement member.

Armenian Studies Program Conference

Continued frompage 1

wealth concentrated in the hands of
Armenians. Muslims, as the domi-
nant class, were unable to keep up
with Armenian progress and became
resentful. Local notables thus took
advantage of the Armenian massa-
cres and used the opportunity to
confiscate Armenian wealth.

Ugur Z. Pece’s lecture, “From
Ballots to Barracks: The Conscription

of non-Muslims at a Time of Parlia-
mentary Politics in the Ottoman Em-
pire, 1908-1912,” examined debates
surrounding Greek conscription in the
Ottoman army using parliamentary
records and Greek newspapers. Emre
CanDaglioglu, in “Intra-Imperial Space
and Anti-Armenian Violence in the
Ottoman Empire: The Aghtamar
Catholicos Khatchadur III and the
1895 Van Massacre,” examined how
Khatchadour III accrued social capi-
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AMAA Holds 98th Annual Meeting, Elects
New Board Members

PARAMUS, NJ -- The 98th An-
nual Meeting and related activities of
the Armenian Missionary Association
of America(AMAA)took place in New
Jersey, October 19-22, 2017.

On Thursday, October 20 two
lectures were presented on the occa-
sion of the 500th Anniversary of the
Protestant Reformation. The ecvent,
which took place at the Armenian Pres-
byterian Church in Paramus, NJ, was
attended by over 50 pastors, AMAA
members, Board members, and staff
from The United States and abroad.

Rev. Dr. Carnegie Calian, past
President of the Pittsburgh Theologi-
cal Seminary, lectured on “The Impact
of'the Reformation on Christianity and
the World.” He examined the impact of
Martin Luther’s movement and pre-
sented the socio-political, psychologi-
cal and theological factors that played
out in the early years of the Reforma-
tion. Luther’s main theme was “re-
pent,” which meant to change and
move out of one’s comfort zone.

Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Armenian Evan-
gelical World Council and a prolific
author of 40 books, spoke on the
“Dawn of the Armenian Evangelical
Church and its Impact on the Arme-
nian Nation.” He began his presenta-
tion by discussing the various 19th
century factors that ushered in the
Armenian Evangelical movement in the
first half of the century — the intellec-
tual enlightenment among Armenians,
various educational institutions and the
support of missionaries. This was fol-
lowed by the key elements of the move-
ment: Personal relationship with God,
the priesthood of all believers, the
importance of lay men and women, the
liberty of individuals and the ultimate
authority of the Bible. The last part of
his lecture focused on the contribution
of the Armenian Evangelical move-
ment in the fields of education, evan-
gelism, and leadership.

The Executive Board of the Ar-
menian Evangelical World Council
(AEWC) held its meeting on Thursday
evening and Friday morning and on
Friday evening, the AMAA held its
regular Board of Directors meeting.
Both meetings were held at the AMAA
Headquarters in Paramus.

The 98th Annual Meeting of the
Association was held on Saturday
morning at the Teaneck Marriot at
Glenpointe. AMAA President Dr.
Nazareth Darakjian presided over the
meeting, which was attended by 100
members and guests. Delegates of
Armenian Evangelical Churches,
Unions, Armenian Evangelical World
Council, AMAA Committees and af-
filiated organizations shared their re-
ports, their joys and concerns and
praised God for another successful
year. Before the conclusion of the
meeting, Dr. Darakjian announced the
results of the election for the AMAA
Board Class 0£2020: Edward Avedisian
(MA), Nazareth Darakjian, M.D. (CA),
Thomas Momjian, Esq. (PA), Jack
Muncherian (CA), Vahe Nalbandian,
Ph.D.(CA), Alan Philibosian, Esq. (NJ),
Gary Phillips, Esq. (CA), Ann
Karagozian Sarafian, Ph.D. (CA) and
Eileen Chopourian Stephey, Ed.D. (PA).

The highlight of the weekend
was the sold-out Centennial
Celebratory Banquet on Saturday
evening at the Teaneck Marriot at
Glenpointe, where close 400 guests
came together to celebrate the Centen-
nial of the AMAA and honor two dis-
tinguished couples: Edward and Pamela
Avedisian and Doreen and Charles
(posthumously) Bilezikian.

The weekend culminated with a
Worship Service held in the sanctuary
of the Armenian Presbyterian Church
of Paramus, NJ. A special moment of
remembrance to honor the memory of
those members and friends of the As-
sociation, who made the transition from
this life to Life Eternal during the past
year, was led by AMAA Board member
Rev. Ara Guekguezian. The Armenian
message, with the theme of “The Har-
vest is Plenty, But the Workers are
Few,” was offered by Rev. Joseph
Garabedian, Pastor of the First Arme-
nian Church of Belmont, MA.Rev. Dr.
Avedis Boynerian, Pastor of the Arme-
nian Memorial Church of Watertown,
MA, offered the English sermon with
the theme “Faithful to Our Legacy.”

Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian, Ex-
ecutive Director ofthe AEWC, brought
the service to its culmination with the
installation of the newly-elected AMAA
Board members.

tal in the periphery and mobilized it
against the Patriarchate in Istanbul.
Janet Klein concluded the Confer-
ence with her novel study on “Arme-
nian Minorityhood in Ottoman and
Russian History and Historiogra-

phy?”, which compared the concept
of “minorityhood” in Ottoman and
Russian historiography.

A video of the entire Conference
is  available on  Facebook
@HyeSharzhoom.
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ARMENIA FUND'SPAULIINTERNATIONAL THANKSGIVING DAY

TELETHON 2017

NOVEMBER 23

FRUITFUL
ARTSAKH

E
: AN 1 0AM-10PM PST

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA | SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA | SAN FRANCISCO & BAY AREA | LAS VEGAS

KGMC OTA Ch. 43.6 Armenian Channels KTSF OTA Ch. 26.1 ArMount TV
andiCin. 121 & DirecTV Ch. 26
Comcast Xfinity Ch. 375 KVMD Network Dish Network Ch. 26
Northland Ch. 2
and Ch. 9 Comcast Ch. 8

AT&T U-verse Ch. 8

Noor TV Ch. 31.7

12 HOUR LIVE WEBCAST AT WWW.ARMENIAFUND.ORG

/4

£ ¥ (@] M iube ArmenNiaFund /Il
Facebook.com/ArmeniaFund Twitter.com/ArmeniaFund instagram.com/ArmeniaFund YouTube.com/ArmeniaFundUS

VISIT & DONATE: www.ArmeniaFund.org or Call:1-800-888-8897




