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President Serzh Sarkisian Warns
Local Government Officials to Stop
Embezzling Public Funds

YEREVAN -- An Armenian op-
position leader called for criminal in-
vestigations on Monday after Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian warned local gov-
ernment officials to stop embezzling
public funds.

Sarkisian issued the stark warn-
ing at a weekend conference in Dilijan
that was attended by senior govern-
ment officials and city and town may-
ors from across Armenia.“We are not
prepared to see some of you pocket
our population’s money,” he said. “It’s
shameful. If such cases are detected,
let nobody seek clemency.”

“And let nobody -- be it a provin-
cial governor, a minister or a person
close to me -- ask after the New Year
[celebrations] for forgiveness for any
community head in such cases,”
Sarkisian added in a speech.

Edmon Marukian, a leader of the
opposition Yelk alliance, said the presi-
dent thus admitted that he has been
“aware of the plunder” among local
government officials. Marukian claimed
that the authorities have not prosecuted
that “large group of plunderers” be-

cause the latter have bought votes and
provided other “services” to the ruling
Republican Party of Armenia (HHK) in
various elections.

“They are first and foremost
members of the Republican Party and
the authorities forgave those people at
the highest level,” Marukian told a
news conference. He said Armenian
prosecutors must launch criminal pro-
ceedings in connection with Sarkisian’s
public remarks.

The HHK spokesman, Eduard
Sharmazanov, rejected the verbal at-
tack. “The president did not report any
crimein his speech,” he told RFE/RL’s
Armenian service (Azatutyun.am). “As
head of state and leader of a political
team, the president of the republic is
just set a task of better governance in
advance of new realities and new chal-
lenges.”

Sharmazanov also said that it is
up to law-enforcement agencies, not
Sarkisian, to determine who must be
prosecuted for corruption.

Continued on page4

Armenian Bar Association Activist
Placed on Azerbaijan Blacklist

GLENDALE -- There are often
comedic moments that expose some
rather serious truths. This is, of course,
the essence of a good joke: a light-
hearted gest that passingly reveals an
underlying, formidable truth. We have
all seen it performed on an improv stage.
However, when it is performed by a
country, it sometimes exposes matters
of legal consequence—and we notice.

On November 3, 2017, the Ar-
menian Rights Watch Committee—
ARWC of the Armenian Bar Associa-
tion was alerted to the fact that one of
its co-chairs, Garo Ghazarian, had been
placed on a list of people declared
personae non gratae by Azerbaijan.
The list is an interesting assortment of
international figures: lords and minis-
ters of parliament from across Europe,
journalists from internationally re-
nowned publications, writers, profes-
sors, musicians, an astronaut—and
even Anthony Bourdain. The sin of
these nearly 450 publicly-declared “un-
desirables”: they traveled to Artsakh
without permission from Baku.

First, nostra culpa: Mr. Ghazarian
did recently travel to the Artsakh Re-
public—again. When presenting him-
self at the border, however, he was
greeted by Artsakh passport control.
It is they who granted Mr. Ghazarian
access to the Artsakh Republic—not
Azerbaijan. In fact, Azerbaijani au-
thorities were nowhere to be found.
Mr. Ghazarian presented his passport
and, upon being granted entry, trav-

eled to Stepanakert and met with the
Artsakh Republic’s Human Rights
Ombudsman to lay the foundation for
aground-breaking legal clinic at Artsakh
State University. In fact, just a few
weeks ago, we announced the opening
of'the legal clinic in Stepanakert, which
was made possible by an amazing col-
laboration among the Armenian Bar
Association, Yerevan State University
and Artsakh State University.
Azerbaijan must have become
aware of Mr. Ghazarian’s travels in
the Artsakh Republic—but not as a
result of any sovereign functions on
the ground like Azerbaijani police con-
tact, the work of Azerbaijani clandes-

Continued on page4

Turkey’s Authorities Knew About Dink’s
Murder Six Months Before: Hiirriyet

ISTANBUL -- Speaking at a hear-
ing of the case on Dec. 5, former
Trabzon Gendarmerie Intelligence head
Lt. Col. Metin Yildiz said the authorities
knew of'a plot to assassinate Armenian-
Turkish journalist Hrant Dink six months
before he was shot dead in 2007.

“We heard from Coskun Igci,
who worked at the Soil Products Of-
fice, that [Yasin] Hayal was planning
the killing of Hrant Dink,” Yildiz, who is
being tried under arrest in the case, said
at the 14th Istanbul Heavy Penal Court.

“I briefed Ali Oz about this. He
gave me no orders. It was busy in the
department at the time, so I focused on
other tasks. But it was certain Hayal
and three or four others would be
carrying out this act. There was an
intelligence loop,” he added.

However, former Trabzon
Gendarmerie Chief Ali Oz, who is also
being tried under arrest, said in the
same hearing that he “does not recall

Continued on page4

The UN Observes International Day of
Commemoration and Dignity of the Victims
of the Crime of Genocide

NEW YORK -- For the third time
since 2015 a special event in observance
of the International Day of Commemo-
ration and Dignity of the Victims of the
Crime of Genocide and of the Prevention
of this Crime was held at the United
Nations in New York on 8 December.

The observance of the Interna-
tional Day commenced with a minute of
silence in honour of the memory of the
victims of Genocide. Mr Miguel de Serpa
Soares, Under-Secretary-General for
Legal Affairs and United Nations Legal
Counsel, representing the Secretary-
General delivered opening remarks. Mr
Adama Dieng, UN Special Adviser on
the Prevention of Genocide delivered a
keynote speech and launched a one year
appeal for the universal ratification of the
Genocide Convention.

The panel featured Mr Zohrab
Mnatsakanyan, Ambassador and Per-
manent Representative of Armenia to
the UN, Mr Jean-Claude Félix do Rego,
Ambassador Permanent Representa-
tive of Benin to the UN, and Mr Martin
Fode Seck, Ambassador and Perma-

nent Representative of Senegal to the
UN. Ms Silvia Fernandez de Gurmendi,
President of the International Criminal
Court made remarks on the drafting of
the Genocide Convention and its
present challenges.

In his remarks Ambassador
Zohrab Mnatsakanyan noted that ‘there
is a strong symbolism in determining 9
December as the International Day.
Reaffirming the significance of the
Convention as an effective interna-
tional instrument for the prevention
and punishment of the crime of geno-
cide, UN General Assembly Resolu-
tion 69/323 linked the International
Day to the date of the adoption of the
Convention. Ambassador Zohrab
Mnatsakanyan further noted that “in-
tolerance, xenophobia, racial and eth-
nic profiling, glorification of hate
crimes, especially lead and encour-
aged by the political leaders within a
state should be a concern to the entire
international community and serve a

Continued on page4
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Armenian and Azeri FMs Hold
Talks in Vienna

VIENNA -- The foreign minis-
ters of Armenia and Azerbaijan held
late on Wednesday what they both
described as “positive” negotiations
on the unresolved Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict.

Edward Nalbandian and Elmar
Mammadyarov met in Vienna in a bid
to build on progress that was report-
edly made at a recent Armenian-
Azerbaijani summit. The meeting ap-
parently lasted for several hours.

According to the Armenian For-
eign Ministry, the two men began the
talks in the presence of the U.S., Rus-
sian and French mediators and then
spoke in a tete-a-tete format. A minis-
try statement said they discussed ways
of implementing agreements reached
by the Armenian and Azerbaijani presi-
dents at their last three meetings.

“Yesterday’s meeting with my
Azerbaijani counterpart took placeina

generally positive mood,” Nalbandian
told on Thursday an annual session of
the OSCE’s Ministerial Council also
held in the Austrian capital. “Let’s see
what developments will follow it.”

An Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry
spokesman said, for his part, that
Mammadyarov and Nalbandian en-
gaged in “intensive and concrete dis-
cussions on existing proposals” to re-
solve the Karabakh conflict. “Elmar
Mammadyarov said that the meeting
was positive and constructive,” the
official, Hikmet Hajiyev, was quoted
by Azerbaijani news agencies as say-
ing.

Hajiyev also said that
Mammadyarov and Nalbandian agreed
to meet again “in the second half of
January 2018.” The Armenian Foreign
Ministry likewise reported that their
next talks will take place early next
year.

IMF Still Sees Lack Of Competition
in Armenia

YEREVAN -- Armenia’s
economy is continuing to suffer from
alack of competition, a senior official
from the International Monetary Fund
said on Tuesday.

“Our assessment is that compe-
tition in the domestic market is indeed
limited and there is a lot of room for
improvement,” Yulia Ustyugova, the
head of the IMF office in Yerevan,
told RFE/RL’s Armenian service
(Azatutyun.am) in an interview.

“We have been raising this ques-
tion and having very candid discus-
sions with the authorities,” she said.
“According to our assessment, it does
impede growth.”

Ustyugova said the government
should ensure that companies domi-
nating various types of business do not
abuse their positions. It is also essen-
tial to improve the investment climate
so that new firms can enter those
sectors, she added.

“We are convinced that the busi-
ness environment in Armenia is im-
proving,” Prime Minister Karen
Karapetian declared a month ago. “But
we also acknowledge that we have
weak spots which we must definitely
work on.”

Speaking in the parliament last
week, Karapetian insisted that his gov-
ernment is liberalizing lucrative sec-
tors of the Armenian economy that
have long been dominated by a handful
of wealthy entrepreneurs. But he said

more time is needed to complete that
process.

Ustyugova pointed out that the
government’s five-year policy pro-
gram approved by the Armenian par-
liament in June contains major anti-
trust measures. “But the question is
implementation,” she stressed.

A World Bank survey released in
2013 said that “oligopolies” control 68
percent of economic activity in Arme-
nia, making it the most monopolized
economy in the former Soviet Union.
The lack of competition has been par-
ticularly acute in lucrative imports of
fuel and basic foodstuffs such as wheat,
sugar and cooking oil. Economists
have long said that de facto monopo-
lies hamper the country’s sustainable
economic development.

Echoing government forecasts,
Ustyugova said the Armenian economy
may grow by more than 4 percent this
year after practically stagnating in 2016.
But she cautioned that that will not be
enough to significantly reduce very high
unemployment which official statistics
put atabout 20 percent. The government
should focus on more job creation, in-
cluding by “retraining those who need
jobs,” added the IMF official.

Visiting Yerevanin April, the head
of an IMF mission, Hossein Samiei,
said the current Armenian government
is committed to implementing major
reforms needed for speeding up eco-
nomic growth and reducing poverty.

December 16, 2017

U.S., Russia, France Hail Renewed
Armenian-Azeri Talks

VIENNA -- U.S. Secretary of
State Rex Tillerson and Russian For-
eign Minister Sergei Lavrov praised
Armenia and Azerbaijan on Thursday
for resuming their high-level talks on
resolving the Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict.

In a joint statement, they also
urged both sides to take specific mea-
sures to prevent ceasefire violations
and avoid “further delays” in negotiat-
ing a compromise peace deal.

“We express satisfaction with
the intensified negotiations, and appeal
to the sides to focus their efforts on
finding compromise solutions to the
substantive issues of political settle-
ment,” said the statement. “Further
delays will only complicate the situa-
tion and could call into question the
commitment of the Parties to reach a
lasting agreement.”

Tillerson and Lavrov issued the
statement in Vienna during an annual
meeting of top diplomats from coun-
tries making up the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe. It
was also signed by France’s perma-
nent representative to the OSCE. The
United States, Russia and France have
been spearheading international efforts
to mediate a Karabakh settlement
through the OSCE’s Minsk Group.

The statement specifically wel-
comed the October 16 Armenian-

Azerbaijani summit in Geneva and a
meeting of Armenia’s and Azerbaijan’s
foreign ministers held in Vienna late on
Wednesday. It said the American,
French and Russian diplomats co-chair-
ing the Minsk Group have been in-
structed to continue pressing for “com-
promises on the working proposals
submitted to the Parties.”

Tillerson and Lavrov furtherurged
the parties to comply with their confi-
dence-building agreements reached
following the April 2016 hostilities in
Karabakh. “With reference to the de-
clared commitment of the two Presi-
dents to take additional measures to
reduce tension on the line of contact,
weurge Bakuand Yerevan to accept the
expansion of the existing Office of the
Personal Representative of the OSCE
Chairperson-in-Office,” they said.

“Other decisions adopted during
the Summits in Vienna and St. Peters-
burg in 2016 should also be imple-
mented,” the statement added in an
apparent reference to a mechanism for
OSCE investigations of truce viola-
tions.

Azerbaijan has been reluctant to
implement these safeguards against
renewed fighting, saying that they
would cement the status quo. Armenia
maintains that such measures are es-
sential for achieving progress towards
a peaceful settlement.

Garo Paylan Brings the Issue of Armenian
Patriarch’s Election to Turkish Parliament

ANKARA --Member of the Turk-
ish Parliament, Istanbul-Armenian Garo
Paylan raised the issue of Armenian
patriarchal elections in the Turkish
parliament, Ermenihaber.am reports.

In a written note to Siileyman
Soylu, Paylan asked about the reasons
of the Turkish government’s interven-
tion in the elections of the Armenian
Patriarch of Istanbul.

“Armenian Patriarch Mesrop
Mutafyan has not been able to perform
his duties for nine years because of
illness. To start the process of election
of a new Patriarch, clergymen of the
Armenian Patriarchate elected Karekin
Bekchyan as Locum Tenens,” Paylan
noted.

He reminded that the Patriarch-
ate then sent a notice to the Ministry of
Interior through the Istanbul
Governor’s Office. “No response has
been received, although the two-round

/A

elections were planned to be held on
December 10 and 13,” he added.

The lawmaker cited media re-
ports claiming that Istanbul Governor
Vasip Sahin does notrecognize Karekin
Bekcyan as Locum Tenens and offers
to choose between the two other Arch-
bishops of Istanbul.

Garo Paylan then voiced the con-
cern of the Armenian community con-
nected with the dragging out of the
process and the government’s inter-
vention “in the organization of the
election, which the Armenian commu-
nity has the right to.”

Paylan then asks to clarify the
grounds of the government’s inter-
vention in the process, explain the
reasons of the delay and demands
clarification on when the “govern-
ment will stop creating obstacles in
the organization of the Patriarchal
election.”
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AEF. Court Cases Against Mining Project in
Amulsar

= \ A Um ! = gt
e . ) A4 i, W G
Uduwnum.:'”’ v B\ - o >"9& s, S Unpifir-on N
e | g™ \\ - % &, ./ o "11'{/ —iges b
- P = . ] - ¢
e Qbnupg,——— ‘E“Mwwwwm ?/\\ ,/ \ tlwnqht'hu i T N
/' | (,s‘ = fl{mmluu pgrt- Dbt | | \3‘ ==y ) =
/{\J{ |' / Uwrtu‘l‘mflh Q\wnqhﬁhh it B W \ U
= f N
ap,\\\.:( R Mm‘z&;g \‘ ) 1
o :
e gty P [ /
/ | B g
Jtﬁcgp{a;rn;fg; T S S !
=K }
\/ 19 41 o o L Ummntpr '3"“ 1 N ./
] ‘\\J‘u_ i wu!wu./ | Bl h Lt
il '{.E-\ . 7 Moo 3
""_',_ /V\_l y ! - Unibiush op = \ :
%) oy, \ \Jeng / d \
A ' — $_- 1 H \
2046 Anunn i\ o 1 ]
3 / Fpbal” prunl‘!:ﬁ/ 4/ _/% | ] ﬂnmugh-\\
I Shubuspt uEiman (o &0‘% \\ S
RRLE | h gl ¢ R T
wppuwly & S, ey i
e Jantglwann ":\ - =
" = Sl N
e Unkl| e W Julje
8 { ] S dwie I o 23581 Zn
~. N g . B
, 1y 1242 (ﬁmﬁ a"m “J [ : vf/z I R ~.
e s f
e *Qunyh npme 19 o/ i NP p/ummnmmmnp\ St o -
b4 é\‘ i Pt 3 ,mUﬂ;ﬂwhﬂﬁﬂhts.P 0 gouidpin BN ("\\ Ul-u‘m. N
S A Jsanl VR o) | e el
% / = Sa 6 %o Ll bobu mmm' i

Currently there are several court  pjg”
cases against gold mining project in
Amulsar. They have the following de-
velopments.

In the RA Administrative Court
the complaint presented by 8 Gndevaz
residents continues to be examined.
The residents demand annulling per-
missions given for gold mine exploita-
tion in Amulsar. Among the complain-
ants were two environmental NGOs
“Ecological right” and “EcoDar”,
which however have been left out
from the process based on the decision
of'the judge (Karen Zarikyan) made on
August 30.

As aresult the head of “Ecologi-
cal Right” NGO Arthur Grigoryan ap-
pealed this decision at the RA Court of
Appeal. However, a few days ago it
turned out that the first court hearing
is planned for April 26, 2019. This
means appellation of administrative
cases is impeded in Armenia.

Meanwhile, on November 30
(2017) during the examination of the
case by Gndevaz residents at the RA
Administrative Court, plaintiff’s law-
yer Hayk Alumyan presented the court
with conclusions from three interna-
tional independent expert groups (Blue
Minerals Consultancy — Australia, Buka
Environmental- USA, Clear Coast Con-
sulting, Inc., Canada) regarding the
environmental risks of this gold mine
project. The judge accepted the docu-
ments and gave time to “Lydian Arme-

company representative to get
introduced with them. The next court
hearing is not yet announced.

Parallel to this anew complaint is
launched at the Court of General Juris-
diction of Kentron and Nork-Marash
Administrative Districts against
“Lydian Armenia” company. The plain-
tiffis owner ofland in Herher village of
Vayots Dzor region, lawyer Harutyun
Baghdasaryan. He claims that his right
to property is violated and demands
new assessment and expertise of
Amulsar project.

Armenian Environmental Front
inits turn applied to RA Administrative
Court with a new complaint against
RA Ministry of Emergency Situations
for not providing copies of conclu-
sions on technical safety expertise for
Amulsar project. The complainant de-
mands from the court to oblige the RA
Ministry of Emergency Situations to
provide the requested documents.
These include copies of all conclu-
sions on technical safety expertise for
industrial dangerous objects provided
by “National Center for Technical
Safety” SNCO for gold mine in
Amulsar. This expertise refer to 1)
open pits, 2) mine’s barren rock stor-
age facility, 3) cyanide heap leach
facility, 4) gold extraction factory.

This much for now; new court
cases and revelations are ahead.

Armenian Environmental
Front (AEF) civil initiative

Armenian Parliament Passes Bill
Against Domestic Violence

YEREVAN (RFE/RL)—Follow-
ing a heated debate, the Armenian par-
liament passed on Friday a govern-
ment bill which is meant to combat
domestic violence in the country.

The government pushed the bill
through the National Assembly despite
continuing resistance from some depu-
ties representing the ruling Republican
Party of Armenia (HHK). Butit won over
other, more senior HHK figures who
openly criticized the initial version ofthe
legislation circulated in September.

The latter joined conservative
fringe groups in claiming that some of
the proposed legal provisions would
undermine traditional “Armenian fam-
ily values.” The Armenian Justice Min-
istry responded by amending the bill
drafted by it. In particular, the ministry
expanded the title of the bill to empha-
size thatitis aimed atnot only prevent-
ing domestic violence and protecting
its victims but also “restoring solidar-

ity within families.”

Women’s groups have criticized
this phrase, saying that “solidarity” is
not a legal term and could be open to
different interpretations by relevant
authorities.

The final version of the bill re-
tained other significant provisions. The
Armenian police will now be required
to stop violence within families threat-
ening the lives or health of their mem-
bers. What is more, the police could
force a violent husband to leave his
victim’s home and stay away from it
for up to 20 days. Armenian courts
will be allowed to extend such bans to
between 6 and 18 months.

The law stipulates that domestic
violence can be not only physical but
also sexual, psychological and even
economic. It makes clear that a “sub-
stantiated presumption” of such in-
stances of violence will be sufficient
grounds for police intervention. Deputy
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Cyprus President Hosts Event Dedicated to
Armenian Community

NICOSIA -- President Nicos
Anastasiades has expressed the state’s
pride for the contribution of the Arme-
nian community in the political, social,
and economic life of the island, Cyprus
Mail reported.

Anastasiades, who was address-
ing an event in honour of the Arme-
nians of Cyprus, recalled that both
peoples have fallen victim historically
to the same aggressor, noting that they
did not give up but fought and are
continuing to fight for the great prin-
ciple of justice in order to prevail on
the international scene.

“This is why Cyprus was one of
the first European countries to recognise
the Armenian genocide and we have
jointly condemned the perpetrators of
this crime,” he said.

Referring to the Armenian com-
munity in Cyprus, he said that “as a
state, we will always show off proudly
the fact that your small community
manages with its vigour to be present
in all aspects of our country’s life —
political, social and economic.”

Anastasiades also spoke of his
vision for a free and reunified Cyprus,
which will be inhabited in peace and
prosperity by all Cypriot citizens: Greek
Cypriots, Turkish Cypriots, Arme-
nians, Maronites and Latins.

“We aim to put an end to the
occupation and we insist on working
towards a just, viable and functional
solution, which will not allow for a
dependence on any third country,” he
stressed.

To that extent, he referred to the
efforts over the summer in the Swiss
resort of Crans-Montana to reach a
solution to the Cyprus problem.

“Itis true that the outcome disap-
pointed us but there was no other

alternative,” he pointed out.

According to Anastasiades,
Turkey’s persistence in retaining anach-
ronistic treaty of guarantee, interven-
tion rights and a presence of Turkish
troops did not allow for anything other
than a rejection of these positions.

He said that he has conveyed a
message to UN Secretary General An-
tonio Guterres that he is ready to re-
turn to the negotiating table on the
internal aspects of the problem.

On the international aspect, he
said he has “made it clear to the UN
SG, our European partners and the
five permanent members of the UN
Security Council that a new confer-
ence on Cyprus should be well pre-
pared so that it does not lead to disap-
pointment.

“What we seek is mutual respect
and political will from both our Turk-
ish Cypriot compatriots and Ankara,
because human rights and security are
not negotiable,” he stressed.

The Armenian Representative Mr.
Mahdessian, on behalf of the Arme-
nian Community of Cyprus, expressed
words of gratitude to the government
of Cyprus, for catering for all the
needs of the community, thus strength-
ening and safeguarding the preserva-
tion of the rich Armenian culture, lan-
guage and religious identity.

His Holiness Catholicos Aram I
of the Great House of Cilicia also
addressed the event and decorated the
President of the Republic of Cyprus
with the “Prince of Cilicia” medal.

Afterwards a cultural programme
took place, with the participation of
both Sourp Asdvadzadzin Cathedral
choirs, as well as the Hamazkayin
“Sipan” and the “Nanor” dance groups,
followed by a reception.

Justice Minister Vigen Kocharian
stressed that this would be done by a
special police unit trained to deal with
such cases.

Hayk Babukhanian, a controver-
sial lawmaker from the ruling HHK,
attacked this provision during Thursday’s
parliament debate on the bill. “Can you
imagine what it could lead to?” he said,
warning of police mistakes.

Gevorg Petrosian of the Tsarukian
Bloc, the second largest parliamentary
force, echoed this concern. Petrosian
claimed that the law would revive what
he called a Soviet-era practice of police
prosecuting men at the best of their
“malicious, freedom-loving wives.” “I
regard it as a law on destroying peace

and harmony in families,” he said.

The HHK-controlled National
Assembly backed the landmark law by
73 votes to 12, with 6 abstentions. All
of those 12 deputies represent the
Tsarukian Bloc, which claims to be in
opposition to the government.

None of the HHK deputies voted
against the bill. Babukhanian and sev-
eral other Republicans chose to boy-
cott the vote instead.

Gagik Melikian, the number two
figure in the ruling party’s parliamen-
tary faction, defended the legislation,
saying that it poses no threat to “tradi-
tional families.”

Deputies from the opposition Yelk
bloc also voted for the measure.



Massis Weekly

Warren R. Paboojian Award

Established at Fresno State

Michael Rettig
Editor Hye Sharzhoom

The lasting impact that the Arme-
nian Studies Program has had on its
alumni is often reflected in the support
these former students give to the Pro-
gram. In the Fall 2017 semester, local
attorney Warren Paboojian established
the “Warren R. Paboojian Award” to
annually recognize the Editor of Hye
Sharzhoom. This award, funded by
the Warren and Lesa Paboojian Foun-
dation, is the first designated to sup-
port Hye Sharzhoom.

Paboojian studied Journalism at
Fresno State and graduated with his
Bachelor’s degree in 1980. While a
student, Paboojian wrote for Insight,
the then Journalism Department’s
newspaper, as well as the student-
run Daily Collegian. When a group of
his classmates, including Mark
Malkasian, Bill Erysian, and Barlow
Der Mugrdechian, started the Hye
Sharzhoom under the supervision of
Dr. Dickran Kouymjian in 1979,
Paboojian eagerly joined the staff.

“It was a way to write about
Armenian events for both our campus
and the community. We had not seen
anything like that, especially on a col-
lege campus,” said Paboojian. “My
grandfather was the editor of an Arme-
nian newspaper locally, and as time
went on, I realized that journalism was
something that [ wanted to do.”

Paboojian’s first article, on the
Armenian Community School of
Fresno, appeared in Hye Sharzhoom’s
second issue in Fall of 1979.

Writing in student-run papers
helped equip Paboojian with the skills he
needed to earn his Juris Doctorate de-
gree at the San Joaquin College of Law,
where he was inducted into the College’s
Hall of Fame for his trial advocacy.

“In a courtroom, I have to com-
municate the story of my client to the
jury. It’s no different than writing a
journalism piece,” Paboojian explained.
“My experience at Fresno State gave
me the tools to communicate and to be
successful.”

Paboojian is now a partner in the
Baradat & Paboojian law-firm, where he
specializes in cases of catastrophic per-
sonal injury, wrongful death, medical
malpractice, and wrongful termination.

In 2008, Paboojian was the first
attorney in the Central Valley to become
the Consumer Attorneys of California’s
(CAOC) “Trial Lawyer of the Year.” He
was similarly selected the Cal-ABOTA
(American Board of Trial Advocates)
“Trial Lawyer of the Year” in 2017.

The award Paboojian is especially
proud ofis his selection as the College of
Arts and Humanities’ “2017 Top Dog
Outstanding Alumnus.” Each year, an
alumnus from each of Fresno State’s
academic schools and colleges is chosen
as “Top Dog” to honor outstanding
accomplishments in their field and com-
mitment to service in the community.

Paboojian’s appreciation for his
roots at Fresno State are apparent in his
nickname, the “Bulldog in the court-
room,” and in his support for Hye
Sharzhoom. He learned from his experi-
ence as a staff writer that finances are
always an issue for student-run papers.

“I wanted to help ease their finan-
cial burden and acknowledge the work
the Editor puts in to the paper,” ex-
plained Paboojian. “The Hye Sharzhoom
has a special place in my heart, and
every time [ receiveitl am so glad to see
that it is still around after 39 years. I
think the world of Prof. Barlow Der
Mugrdechian and his ability to keep the
paper going for all these years.”

President Serzh Sarkisian Warns

Continued from page 1

Sarkisian, whose final presiden-
tial term ends in April, demanded a
tougher fight against bribery and other
corrupt practices when he met with
the leadership of one such agency, the
Special Investigative Service (SIS),
late last month. “For us, the fight
against corruption is a matter of na-

tional security,” he declared.

Armenia’s leading anti-graft
watchdog reacted with skepticism to
that statement. “Serzh Sarkisian has
repeatedly said such things since [tak-
ing office in] 2008,” said Varuzhan
Hoktanian of the Armenian branch of
Transparency International. “SoIdon’t
see a fundamentally new anti-corrup-
tion policy here.”

Turkey’s Authorities Knew About Dink’s Murder

Continued from page 1

being conveyed this information.”

“My fault is not ordering the per-
sonnel to write down such allegations at
the time. My mistake is that I trusted the
office. I believe the personnel had no bad
intentions. Information was skipped in
this matter but that information was not
on the records,” Oz added.

Dink, the former editor-in-chief
of weekly Agos, was shot dead outside

his office in Istanbul’s Sisli district on
Jan. 19, 2007 by 17-year-old Ogiin
Samast, who had traveled to Istanbul
from the Black Sea province of Trabzon
before the murder.

Relatives and followers of the
case have claimed government offi-
cials, police, military personnel and
National Intelligence Agency (MIT)
officials played arole in Dink’s murder
by neglecting their duty to protect the
late journalist.
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Dilijan Season XIII: Concert 3

Boris Allakhverdyan, recently
appointed Principal Clarinetist of the
Los Angeles Philharmonic Orches-
tra, makes his long-awaited Dilijan
Series debut, performing master-
pieces by Franz Schubert (Shep-
herd on the Rock) and Alexander
Arutunian (Suite for Violin, Clari-
net, and Piano) at the December 17
concert at Zipper Hall.

Another LA Phil Principal musi-

cian, remarkable cellist Robert
deMaine, returns to the Series, per-
forming one of the beloved classics of
the chamber music repertoire, Antonin
Dvorak’s “Dumki” Trio.

Joining them for the festive pro-
gram are pianist Steven Vanhauwaert
(who will also perform the iconic solo
piano works by Komitas), soprano
Shoushik Barsoumian, and Artistic Di-
rector, violinist Movses Pogossian.

Armenian Bar Association Activist

Continued from page 1

tine services and/or informants oper-
ating within the territory of the Artsakh
Republic. Azerbaijan likely became
aware of Mr. Ghazarian’s travels by
trolling the Armenian Bar Association’s
Facebook page. Stellar work. Perhaps
by hitting the “like” button, they could
have greater access to our work in
Artsakh including, of course, our up-
coming annual meeting scheduled to
take place in Stepanakert in May 2018.

But, like everything absurd, there
is arevealing truth laying just beneath
the surface. Beneath this public rela-
tions charade by Azerbaijan is the real-
ity that the Artsakh Republic is, in
truth and in fact, already a state under
international law. While an exposé on
the subject is beyond the scope of this
statement, we stress that our refer-
ence to Artsakh statehood is not a
political position, butalegally impreg-
nable factunder international law. And
to be clear, Azerbaijan’s placing of our
ARWC co-chair on its list of undesir-
ables—along with those 400 or so
other unsavory political leaders, hu-
man rights activists, performers, writ-

ers, a chef and an astronaut—reveals
the utter absurdity in Azerbaijan’s pu-
erile mulishness in itself not recogniz-
ing the Artsakh Republic.

Rather than shaming an Arme-
nian Bar board member and the other
undesirables, Azerbaijan’s list only
evidences nervous impotence breed-
ing a patently vacuous exercise of
state power—declaring personae non
gratae. This, while the Artsakh Repub-
lic, in fact and on the ground, contin-
ues to provide hope, progress and
society for its citizens—while protect-
ing them from what otherwise would
be the certainty of utter annihilation.
And this is not conjecture.

We know that the Azerbaijanis
had lists of “undesirables” during
Sumgait pogroms in 1988. We know
that the Turks had lists of “undesir-
ables” during the Istanbul pogroms in
1955. And, of course, we know that
the Ottomans had lists of “undesir-
ables”in 1915. The fact that Azerbaijan
has a list of “undesirables” today may
be ridiculous—but it’s not funny.

Armenian Rights Watch
Committee—ARWC
Armenian Bar Association

The UN Observes International Day

Continued frompage 1

clear early warning sign of potential
conflict and atrocity crimes”. Stressing
the importance of achieving universal-
ization of the Genocide Convention,
Ambassador Zohrab Mnatsakanyan re-
called that Armenia had proposed to
launch a global campaign for raising the
awareness of the Convention and call-
ing upon those states that have not
acceded to the Convention to do so by
its 70th anniversary. He added that
Armenia endorses, fully supports and
commits to work together with the Of-
fice of the Special Adviser on the Pre-
vention of Genocide in launching a one
year appeal for the universal ratification
of the Convention by the end of 2018.

Representatives of UN member
states, academic institutions, civil so-
ciety organizations and media, as well

as representatives of the Armenian-
American community and school chil-
dren attended the observance of the
International Day. The event was
widely publicized in the UN.
Background: Upon the initiative
of Armenia, in September 2015, the
UN General Assembly unanimously
adopted resolution 69/323 proclaiming
9 December as an International Day of
Commemoration and Dignity of the
Victims of the Crime of Genocide and
of the Prevention of this Crime. This
landmark resolution followed up on
resolution 28/34 of the UN Human
Rights Council initiated by Armenia.
The resolutions, which have led to the
establishment of the Day, as well as
the events held in its observance add to
the continued efforts of Armenia to
promote consolidated international ac-
tion against the crime of genocide.
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Sarkissian
Prelate of Aleppo &
President of the Central
Committee of “SHDAB”

Relief and Reconstruction
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At

Syrian Armenian Relief Fund (“SARF”)
With the participation of the Religious Leadership
of the Armenian Apostolic, Catholic and
Evangelical Churches
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The Recovery and Rebuilding
Efforts of the Syrian-Armenian
Community

Friday, December 15, 2017

Reception at 7 pm
Program at 8 pm

Armenian Society of Los Angeles Center
(IRANAHAY MIYOUTYUN)
117 S. Louise Street, Glendale, CA 91205
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