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WELCOME HOME & AUTO INSURANCE

Along with all of our other Trusted Insurance Services
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We will shop you
with over 20 A-rated
companies to find
the best fit for your
needs and budget.

CALL US FOR A
PERSONALIZED QUOTE

(818) 500 9305
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Republican Party Nominates Armen
Sarkissian for Next President of Armenia

YEREVAN -- President Serzh
Sarkisian officially confirmed last Fri-
day that he wants Armen Sarkissian
former Armenian prime minister cur-
rently serving as Armenia’s ambassa-
dor to Britain to succeed him as head
of state in April.

Meeting with Ambassador
Sarkissian (no relation), he said the
governing board of his ruling Republi-
can Party of Armenia (HHK) unani-
mously accepted his proposal to nomi-
nate the prominent diplomat for the
post of president of republic.

Sarkissian, who has lived in Lon-
don for nearly three decades, did not
immediately accept the nomination. He
said he needs to hold consultations
with major political parties, civic
groups, prominent intellectuals and
“business circles” before making a
“final decision.”

“And if T make a decision [to
accept the nomination] after those
meetings [ will strive to perform the
duties of Armenia’s president with

Armenia, Azerbaijan Agree on
Truce Monitoring in Karabakh

1

honor and to live up to the confidence
which I have heard from you and your
party comrades and which I hope to
also hear from other fellow citizens,”
added the 64-year-old former scholar.

The end of Sarkisian’s decade-
long presidency on April 9 will com-
plete Armenia’s transition to a parlia-
mentary system of government. It
means that most of the presently
sweeping presidential powers will be
transferred to the prime minister and
his cabinet.

Also, the next president will be
elected by the parliament, rather than
popular vote, as has been the case until
now. The ruling HHK controls the
majority of seats in the National As-
sembly. It is therefore in a position to
install Sarkisian’s pick for the next
president.

The outgoing president, who
could remain in power as prime minis-
ter, said earlier this week that his

Continued onpage 2

Artsakh Liberation War Hero
Sarkis Hatsbanian Dies in France

LEON -- Political commentator,
social activist and Artsakh Liberation
War veteran Sarkis Hatsbanian died on
January 20 in Lyon while undergoing
medical treatment for cancer.

Hatsbanian was born in 1962 in
Alexandretta, Turkey, and fled to Eu-
rope in 1980 after the Turkish military
coup.

Residing in Armenia since 1990,
Hatsbanian faced political persecution
following the March 1, 2008 public
protests opposing what many regarded
astheillegal election of Serzh Sarkisian
as president.

He was sentenced to three years
and six months on the charge of giving
false testimony.

Hatsbanian frequently com-
mented on the plight of Armenians and
other national minorities in Turkey,
Diaspora-Armenia relations, and the
political situation in Armenia.

Always noting that his roots were
in Armenian Cilicia, Hatsbanian gave

many lectures in Yerevan on political
developments in Turkey, particularly
focusing on Western Armenia.

News of Hatsbanian’s death was
posted on his Facebook page by his
close friends.

KRAKOW -- The foreign minis-
ters of Armenia and Azerbaijan report-
edly agreed on Thursday to expand an
international mission monitoring the
ceasefire regime along the Nagorno-
Karabakh “line of contact” and the
Armenian-Azerbaijani border.

Edward Nalbandian and Elmar
Mammadyarov held what the latter
described as a “positive” meeting in
the Polish city of Krakow to try to
build on progress which they appeared
to have made at their previous talks
held in Vienna in December.

The three-hour meeting began in

the presence of the U.S., Russian and
French mediators leading the OSCE
Minsk Group. The two ministers then
spoke in a tete-a-tete format.

A statement by the Armenian
Foreign Ministry said they discussed
“additional steps to ease tension in the
conflict zone and possibilities of inten-
sifying the negotiation process.”

“The sides agreed in principle to
implement the decision to expand the
capacity of the Office of the Personal
Representative of the OSCE Chair-

Continued on page4

Henrikh Mkhitaryan Signs for Arsenal

LONDON (Arse-
nal FC) -- Henrikh
Mkhitaryan has signed
for Arsenal on a long-
term contract in a deal
which sees Alexis
Sanchezjoin Manches-
ter United.

Henrikh made 39
appearances while at
Manchester United,
scoring five times and
was part of their UEFA
Europa League win-
ning squad last sea-
son. He is the captain
of the Armenian na-
tional team and is their
all-time top scorer. He
has also received the
Armenian Footballer of the Year award
eight times.

The 29-year-old midfielder
started his career with Armenian side
FC Pyunik, where he won the Arme-
nian Premier League on four occa-
sions. He then moved to Ukraine where
he played for Metalurh Donetsk, be-
fore joining Shakhtar Donetsk, where
he made 72 appearances, winning the
Ukrainian Premier League three times.
In 2013, Henrikh transferred to
Borussia Dortmund in the Bundesliga,
where he made 90 appearances, dur-
ing which time he was part of the 2014
German Cup winning squad.

On his move, Mkhitaryan said:

“I’m very happy that we could finish
this deal and I’'m very happy to be
here. It’s a dream come true because
I’ve always dreamed of playing for
Arsenal. Now that I’'m here, I’ll do my
best for this club to create history.”

Arsenal coach Arséne Wenger
added: “Henrikh is a very complete
player. He creates chances, he de-
fends well, he can absorb distances
and he’s very committed as well. |
must say he’s a player who has all
the attributes.”

“We welcome Henrikh to Arse-
nal Football Club and wish him well for
his time with us.” Arsenal football club
said in an official statement.
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Armenia Signs CoE Convention
on Domestic Violence

BRUSSELS -- Permanent Repre-
sentative of Armenia to the Council of
Europe Paruyr Hovhannisyan signed
on behalf of Armenia, Council of Eu-
rope Convention on preventing and
combating violence against women and
domestic violence on January 18 in the
presence of Council of Europe's
Deputy Secretary General Gabriella
Battaini-Dragoni, the press service of
the MFA Armenia reported.

Armenia becomes the 45th mem-
ber State of the Council of Europe to
have signed the Convention. Out of the
47 member States of the Council of
Europe, only Azerbaijan and the Rus-
sian Federation have not signed the
Convention.

“It’s impossible to exaggerate
the role of women in the Armenian
society and particularly inside the fam-
ily. Armenia supports the strengthen-
ing of the protection of the rights of
women and of course, everyone sub-
jected to domestic violence and the
CoE policy aimed at eliminating do-
mestic violence. We are convinced

that this convention will become an
important tool to further enrich
Armenia’s tool kits its for protection
of human rights”, Ambassador Paruyr
Hovhannisyan said.

Council of Europe's Deputy Sec-
retary General Gabriella Battaini-
Dragoni praised the signing of such an
important convention by Armenia,
stressing Armenia’s commitment to
strengthening human rights.

The Council of Europe Conven-
tion on preventing and combating vio-
lence against women and domestic
violence was signed in 2011 and en-
tered into force in 2014. This treaty of
the Council of Europe opens the path
for creating a legal framework at pan-
European level to protect women
against all forms of violence, and pre-
vent, prosecute and eliminate violence
against women and domestic violence.

The Convention also establishes
a specific monitoring mechanism
("GREVIQ") in order to ensure effec-
tive implementation of its provisions
by the Parties.

Fuel Prices in Armenia Rise Further

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- The
prices of gasoline and diesel fuel in
Armenia have risen further despite
President Serzh Sarkisian’s calls for
possible “drastic measures” against a
handful of companies importing fuel.

One liter of gasoline cost at least
440 drams (90 U.S. cents) at filling
stations across Yerevan on Monday,
up by 10 drams from the end of last
week. The price stood at 390 drams
per liter in early December. Fuel com-
panies have raised it for three times
since then.

The most significant price rise
followed the entry into force on Janu-
ary 1 of new legislation mandating
higher excise duties on fuel, alcohol
and tobacco. The prices of pressur-
ized natural gas, used by most vehicles
in the country, as well as some essen-
tial foodstuffs have also gone up in
recent months, prompting strong criti-
cism of the Armenian government from
opposition politicians and many ordi-
nary citizens.

Sarkisian expressed concern over
the price hikes at an emergency meet-
ing with senior government and Cen-
tral Bank officials held on January 10.
He said the government should look
into the situation in the domestic fuel
market and decide whether it warrants
“drastic measures” by the State Com-

mission on the Protection of Eco-
nomic Competition (SCPEC).

The bulk of fuel is currently im-
ported to Armenia by two companies,
Flash and CPS. At least one of them is
owned by individuals close to the ruling
establishment. Both companies declined
to comment on the latest price rises.

An SCPEC official told RFE/RL’s
Armenian service (Azatutyun.am) that
the anti-trust body will again “monitor”
the fuel market to decide whether the
importers have abused their dominant
positions in the lucrative business.

Echoing statements by Prime
Minister Karen Karapetian, a leading
member of the ruling Republican Party
(HHK), Vahram Baghdasarian, insisted
on Monday fuel prices in Armenia are
still lower than in neighboring Georgia.
“The current petrol price is congruent
with the international market,” he
claimed.

Human Rights Watch:
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Uneven Record on Human Rights in Armenia

NEW YORK -- The Armenian
government made important steps to
improve access to palliative care for
people with life-threatening illnesses in
2017 and parliament passed a law on
violence in the family, but serious gaps
in human rights protection persist,
Human Rights Watch said today in its
World Report 2018.

The authorities failed to bring to
justice officials responsible for exces-
sive use of force against protesters
and journalists in Yerevan during July
2016 protests. Domestic violence is a
serious problem, with thousands of
women reporting incidents annually.
Local groups reported at least four
women killed by their partners or fam-
ily members in 2017.

“Despite alarming statistics on
domestic violence, the Armenian gov-
ernment hasn’t done enough to protect
and support survivors,” said Giorgi
Gogia, South Caucasus director at
Human Rights Watch. “The recent law
on family violence is a step forward,
but the government still has along way
to go to ensure that women and chil-
dren aren’t trapped in abusive and
often life-threatening situations.”

In the 643-page World Report,
its 28th edition, Human Rights Watch
reviews human rights practices in more
than 90 countries. In his introductory
essay, Executive Director Kenneth Roth
writes that political leaders willing to
stand up for human rights principles
showed that it is possible to limit au-
thoritarian populist agendas. When
combined with mobilized publics and
effective multilateral actors, these lead-
ers demonstrated that the rise of anti-
rights governments is not inevitable.

Human Rights Watch identified
other serious human rights concerns
in Armenia, including violence and dis-
crimination based on sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity. In a positive
step, the government overhauled the
onerous system for prescribing and
accessing opioid pain medications for
patents with life-threatening illnesses.

Armenia’s ruling party dominated
parliamentary and municipal elections
in 2017. International observers con-
cluded that the April parliamentary elec-
tions “were well administered,” but
the polls were “tainted by credible
information about vote-buying, and
pressure on civil servants and employ-

[Courtesy/Image

ees of private companies,” and failed
to improve public confidence in the
country’s electoral systems.

The government has failed to
ensure full accountability for police
violence against largely peaceful pro-
testers and journalists during protests
in Yerevan in July 2016. Some police
officers faced disciplinary action, but
no criminal charges were pursued
against any officials, despite the grav-
ity of some of the force used. At the
same time, authorities prosecuted pro-
test participants and leaders, convict-
ing at least 22 people on charges of
using violence during mass disorder
and interfering with the work of a
journalist.

The authorities also did not ef-
fectively investigate the alleged police
beating of four men in the court build-
ing in Yerevan in June. They were
among 32 men facing trial for alleged
crimes committed during the July 2016
armed takeover of a Yerevan police
station. The men said police beat them
in basement holding cells. Some offic-
ers alleged to have participated in the
beatings remained on duty in the court-
room during the trial.

Thousands of children placed in
residential institutions due to disability
or poverty faced neglect due to over-
crowding. While the authorities have
transformed some of the institutions
into community support centers, the
process has not included all institu-
tions with children with disabilities.
Children with disabilities frequently
remain in institutions as adults indefi-
nitely, stripped of their legal capacity.
Physical barriers and lack of reason-
able accommodations at community
schools often leave children with dis-
abilities with little or no education.

Republican Party Nominates

Continued frompage 1

successor should be a renowned but
politically inexperienced individual who
speaks foreign languages and has
“broad connections” in Armenia and
its worldwide Diaspora.

In remarks publicized by the
presidential press office, he clarified
that the next president must be “politi-
cally prepared and hardened but not
politicized.” “He must be able to orga-
nize dialogue between various political
forces and, if necessary, ease tensions

between various strata of the society,”
he said, adding that Armen Sarkissian
fits the bill.

The president also expressed hope
that should he decide to accept the
HHK offer Sarkissian would try to win
the backing of the three other political
groups represented in the National
Assembly. Those are the HHK’s junior
coalition partner, the Armenian Revo-
lutionary  Federation, Gagik

Tsarukian’s alliance and the opposi-
tion Yelk bloc. Yelk fielded its own
presidential candidate late last year.
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“The Gambler” Explores the Extraordinary
Life of an Extraordinary Man

By Christine Aghakhanian

Very little is publicly known about
the private life of Kirk Kerkorian, who
in 2008 was named one of the wealthi-
est men in the United States by Forbes
magazine with a net worth of $16
billion. Veteran Los Angeles Times
journalist William C. Rempel’s “The
Gambler: How Penniless Dropout Kirk
Kerkorian Became the Greatest
Dealmakerin Capitalist History,” delves
into the life and times of the fiercely
guarded, humble and soft spoken Kirk
Kerkorian whose generosity, gratitude
and fairness knew no bounds, a hand-
shake was a binding contract and his
master negotiation and deal making
skills in the board room are regarded as
legendary throughout the business
world.

The author introduces Krikor
“Kirk” Krekorian as a child born to
Armenian immigrants Aharon and Lillia
Kerkorian in California’s San Joaquin
Valley in 1917. Lack of opportunities
and a series of bad gambles on crops
lures the family of five to Los Angeles
where odd jobs and the never-ending
pursuit of the American dream lands
Kirk in the boxing ring earning the title
“Rifle Right Kerkorian” as a highly
competitive welterweight boxer. Dur-
ing this time Kirk becomes fascinated
by airplanes, uses his small earnings to
take flight lessons later becoming a
pilot for the Royal Air Force during
World War II.

Rempel discusses Kerkorian’s
love for flying which leads Kirk to the
first of many deals financed by the
Montebello branch of Bank of America.
Brokering airplanes was lucrative, how-
ever, Kirk decided to start a chartering
business which then introduced him to
the prospects of a new and slowly
developing gambling destination town
of Las Vegas, Nevada. [t was in Vegas
where he would meet Manny “Mike”
Agassi, an ethnic Armenian immigrant
from Iran working as a waiter. The
two men would build an everlasting
bond of friendship, so close that Mike
gave his son, future tennis champion
the name Andre Kirk Agassi to honor
his close friend and confidant.

His relationship with actors and
performers like Elvis Priestly, Carey
Grant, Frank Sinatra and Barbra
Streisand proved invaluable as his
knack for gambling and taking risks on
entertainment acts at his hotels were
recipes for many mutually beneficial
collaborations. Still, Kerkorian was
never satisfied and continued to make
deals which led to the acquisition of
the struggling MGM studio and the
establishment of the MGM Grand Ho-
tel in Vegas.

Kerkorian’s shrewd business
sense was characterized in “The Gam-
bler” as fair and compromising so that
nobody walked away from a deal feel-
ing shortchanged or defeated. His love
for his Armenian heritage and the 1988
earthquake in Soviet Armenia was what
ignited his philanthropic spark to cre-
ate the Lincy Foundation, named after
his daughters Linda and Tracy. Through
the United Armenia Fund (UAF),
Kerkorian chartered planes to Armenia
with hundreds of millions of dollars in

WILLYAM C,
REMPEL

aid and currency to help the land-
locked republic which was suffering
economically due to the catastrophic
disaster. His philanthropy lasted for
decades.

In the book, Rempel writes of the
comedic account of the American-
born Kerkorian and the cultural differ-
ences of the Armenians in the home-
land as told by former employee Harut
Sassounian. In Armenia, Kerkorian was
regarded as a hero, but he loathed
publicity and instead wanted to remain
as anonymous as possible, even going
so far as to purchasing a sculpture of
his bust so that it would not be erected
anywhere in public. Kerkorian’s only
wish through the UAF and his other
endeavors was to see Armenian orga-
nizations working together and acting
as a united front to help rebuild the
homeland.

Kerkorian’s charitable work in
Armenia earned him an unofficial title
of sainthood and invigorated Arme-
nians with pride and confidence in a
promising future: “Neighboring
Azerbaijan may have oil, but we have
Kerkorian.” In 2004, Kerkorian was
awarded the National Hero of Armenia
medal — the highest honor bestowed to
an individual by the Armenian Repub-
lic.

His last and perhaps most
impactful legacy was his lifelong de-
sire to educate the world of the atroci-
ties suffered by his Armenian compa-
triots during the Genocide of 1915.
“The Promise,” was Kerkorian’s last
deal. It would prove to be the most
sentimental and closest to his heart.
Friends close to Kerkorian confirmed
that for decades, he talked about pro-
ducing a film that would expose the
horrific events of the Armenian Geno-
cide, this was further proven when he
decided to finance the film entirely on
his own at $100 million and donate the
proceeds to charity. Kerkorian’s old
age and ailing health did not stop him
from making his last deal which would
be etched into history and live on
foreverin film vaults and digital librar-
ies around the world.

Upon his death, Kerkorian do-
nated $200 million from the Lincy
Foundation to UCLA, half of which
was dedicated to the “Dream Fund”
which supports charities all over the
world. Kerkorian died on June 15,
2015 at the age of 98 in his Beverly
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We Are Not All Hrant Dink

A measure of time can be as
much a measure of epic progress as it
can be one of abject failure. Indeed, on
May 28, 1918, just three short years
after that fateful April 24 in 1915, an
independent Armenia—an actual coun-
try—was secured in the face of an
appalling blood-thirst on the treacher-
ous fault line between some of the
most tyrannical forces on the globe.
Of course, that was then.

Today, our yardstick is an em-
barrassingly generous one by com-
parison: a period of eleven years, some
4000 individual days. And despite the
wide margin of opportunity we have
afforded ourselves, and the clarity of
the message that invited that bullet that
lay brother Dink to the pavement, we
have squandered this decade plus in a
style thatis only uniquely ours: embar-
rassingly innate echoes of loss and
commemoration emanating like an
uninspiring droll from our community
soapboxes—and, plainly, drivel else.
Let’s face it: we prefer to commemo-
rate Hrant Dink than to be Hrant Dink.

We have our own way, of course,
honed to a near perfect science. We
prefer the moments of silence to the
outcries of activism. We prefer the
simplicity of the fatalistic shrug to the
complexity of an utterly consuming
hope. We insist that others keep Geno-
cide on their tongues rather than com-
pel our own to keep our tongue from
the still striking hatchet of the Geno-
cide. We prefer the lighting of candles
in our churches to the seeking of our
bloodlines in mosques. We prefer the
succor of our knowns to the perils of
our unknowns. You see, we are not
Hrant Dink.

But we should be. We should
embrace, not avoid, the truths of our
actual condition on the very soil on
which that condition was forever in-
terrupted—but not ended. We must
turn and look for those trees of which
our grandfathers spoke; the creeks of

which they sang and the rustle of the
leaves of which they wrote. They are
still there . . . and, among them, even
some human beings. Some with names
they remember, some with stories they
recall and some with hopes they can
almost still summon. Hrant Dink knew
this.

And it is against these truths that
his legacy must be measured. Justice
for the assassination of Hrant Dink will
not come in a courtroom, just as jus-
tice for the assassination of Martin
Luther King did not. It will come in the
most unorthodox of ways. It will come
when the term Armenian no longer
means “ni**er” in Istanbul; it will come
when the Armenian grandmother in
Mardin needs no longer hide her heri-
tage from her own child; it will come
when Armenian history is the required
curriculum in Turkish universities and
the Armenian language an elective in
Turkish schools. And it will come each
and every time an Armenian walks the
hills his ancestors climbed and rests in
the valleys in which they walked.

It has a dreaminess to it, and it
should: it is the human struggle, this
version imbued colorfully with a
uniquely Armenian, even Sarian-esque,
hue in the background and marked
shockingly with a dark strike of a
sharp brush across the canvas. It is the
reality of the piece: unjust and ugly,
imperfect and unclean, scabbed yet
unhealed, unfulfilled but still breath-
ing. It is our most difficult chapter in
that absolutely human struggle. Hrant
Dink understood it as such. True blood
and disciples Raquel, Paylan, Nisanyan,
Kavala, Cetin, Nalci and Tekir have all
understood it as such. It is time we too
learn to understand it as such.

We are not all Hrant Dink. But we
can be—and just imagine how very
different our next century could be for it.

ARMENIAN RIGHTS WATCH
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Hills home. The welterweight boxer,
aviator, gambler and entrepreneur was
buried in the Inglewood Park Cem-
etery alongside his parents and older
sister Rose.

Author Rempel’s extensive re-
search and detailed composition of
fragments of information strewn
across libraries and archives, his thor-
ough interviews with Kerkorian’s con-
fidants and friends and his admiration
of the business tycoon’s rags to riches
story is what makes “The Gambler”

not just any other biography. It is
testament to the notion that the Ameri-
can Dream is achievable in spite of
adversity and little expectations from
an intolerant society. The book dem-
onstrates that Rifle Right Kerkorian
had beaten the odds against him, fought
his way to the top and made sure
others who had obstacles in their path
to success were given a helping hand.
“The Gambler” is an homage to an
extraordinary man with an extraordi-
nary life.

www.massispost.com
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AGBU Hye Geen Honors
Mrs. Arshagouhi Tavitian

December 9, 2017 will remain a
very memorable day in the records of
the AGBU Hye Geen Movement.

Almost 100 women of all ages,
with the youth contingency in full
force, were gathered in the spacious
home of Varuj Babikian and Talin
Yacoubian. The latter is not only one
of the pioneers of AGBU Hye Geen
Young Circle, but also the current
chair of the AGBU Western District.

It was a sight to see, the enthusi-
asm of those present to cherish a
historical moment dedicated to an ex-
emplary Armenian woman who has
not only raised a successful family
single handedly, but has dedicated her
life to the service of the community
and the nation at large. Mrs. Tavitian’s
family was almost completely present.
Her eldest daughter Arpi had traveled
from New Jersey, her daughter Seta
from Orange County could hardly con-
tain her excitement, and her sister’s
family had driven in from San Diego.
Also present were Mrs. Tavitian’s
proud grandchildren.

After the welcoming words from
the hostess Ms. Talin Yacoubian, Ms.
Vania Gordian most eloquently intro-
duced the honoree with her life’s short
Biography.

Ms. Sona Yacoubian, the founder
and the chair of the Hye Geen Move-
ment introduced Mrs. Tavitian as a
pioneer member of AGBU Hye Geen
and an exemplary model to which we
can all aspire.

Many organizations and personal
friends were present to honor Mrs.
Tavitian with their praise, love, and
respect.

Father Hovsep Hagopian pre-
sented a Certificate of Achievement
and conveyed the prayers of the Pri-
mate of the Western Diocese, Arch-
bishop Hovnan Derderian acknowl-
edging Mrs. Tavitian’s dedication to

AGBU Hye Geen’s work for the past
25 years.

Vrej Agajanian, a City of Glen-
dale Councilman, who also hosts the
TV hour of AGBU Hye Geen, pre-
sented a congratulatory Certificate on
behalf of the City of Glendale.

Talin Yacoubian with her fellow
Board members congratulated Mrs.
Tavitian for her devotion to AGBU and
Hye Geen and presented her with a
Certificate of Appreciation on behalf
of the Western District, as well as a
Tiffany Crystal sculpture on behalf of
the AGBU Central Board. Ms. Shoghig
Varzbedian read the letter from AGBU
President Berj Setrakian praising Mrs.
Tavitian’s dedication and unwavering
faith towards the goals of AGBU Hye
Geen from its inception 25 years ago.

Those present were very sur-
prised and overjoyed, when Ms. Sona
Yacoubian announced the generous
donation of $50,000 to Hye Geen from
Drs. Avo & Ara Tavitian, the sons of
Mrs. Tavitian, in their mother’s honor.
Also donating that day, were Mike and
Narine Mouradian, with the promise to
support one of the Pregnant Women’s
Centers in Armenia with a donation of
$30,000.

The attendees were jubilant. The
guests were enjoying a sumptuous lunch
on the green grass in the backyard, and
were treated to one of those glorious
Southern California days where the sun
was happily shining on the volunteers of
AGBU Hye Geen. The spirit of opti-
mism, faith, and joy truly prevailed on
that day on a well deserving group who
have devoted so many years to support-
ing women everywhere and mostly their
sisters in our homeland.

The fundraiser was a truly a tre-
mendous success, and numerous do-
nations were made not only by those
present but even those who could not
be there on that day.
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L.A. Community Honors Grammy Nominees
Tigran Mansurian and Constantine Orbelian

LOS ANGELES -- At a celebra-
tion luncheon held on January 13 in
Los Angeles, the Armenian commu-
nity honored two Armenian musicians,
Tigran Mansurian and Constantine
Orbelian, on the occasion of their
nomination for the prestigious Grammy
Awards. The luncheon, which took
place at Bistro Garden in Studio City,
was attended by a cross section of
cultural leaders and music lovers. It
was sponsored by Drs. Nazareth and
Ani Darakjian, Mrs. Alice Navasargian,
and Mr. and Mrs. Joe and Joyce Stein.

In his opening remarks, the
event’s Master of Ceremonies, Prof.
Peter Cowe, Narekatsi Chair of Ar-
menian Studies at UCLA, formally
introduced the honorees and encap-
sulated the achievements for which
they have received Grammy Award
nominations from the Recording
Academy. As importantly, Prof.
Cowe highlighted the fact that this
year marks the 85th anniversary of
the Yerevan Opera House, as well as
the 150th anniversary of Armenian
opera, which was founded with the
operatic masterpiece Arshak II.

Later during the luncheon, Prof.
Cowe also presented the biographies
of the honorees, detailing their out-
standing bodies of work.

Tigran Mansurian, recognized
as a People’s Artist of the Republic
of Armenia, is a leading composer of
classical music and film scores. His
“Requiem” has been nominated for
the Grammy Award in two catego-

ries: Best Choral Performance and
Best Contemporary Classical Com-
position.

Constantine Orbelian is a glo-
bally acclaimed pianist and conduc-
tor, and an Honored Artist of the
Russian Federation. Since June 2016,
he has helmed the National Opera
and Ballet Theater of Armenia (the
Yerevan Opera House) as its General
Director and Artistic Director. His
recording of Sviridov’s “Russia Cast
Adrift,” featuring the late baritone
Dmitri Hvorostovsky and the State
Symphony Orchestra of St. Peters-
burg, has received a Grammy nomi-
nation in the category of Best Con-
ductor on a Solo Vocal Album.

Following Prof. Cowe’s re-
marks, the guests were treated to a
musical interlude performed by pia-
nist Artashes Kartalyan.

Subsequently, in the event’s
most anticipated segment, Maestro
Orbelian was interviewed on stage
by “Asbarez” English editor Ara
Khachatourian. The lively, highly
informative conversation touched on
current plans for expanding the ac-
tivities of the Yerevan Opera House
through new musical productions,
performances abroad, educational
programs, and community outreach;
and the need for substantial pan-
Armenian support toward the fur-
ther modernization and development
of the Yerevan Opera House, as a
dynamic cultural hub and a national
treasure.

Armenia, Azerbaijan Agree

Continued frompage 1

man-in-Office,” itadded without elabo-
rating.

The Azerbaijani side did not im-
mediately confirm this. Mammadyarov
said only that the talks were “positive.”

“The common approach is that
most intensive, substantive and logical
negotiations must continue if we are to
reach progress towards the conflict’s
resolution and peace and stability in the
region,” the Azerbaijani minister told
the Trend news agency.

Mammadyarov also said that the
three mediators presented the two sides
with “a number of creative ideas” on a
Karabakh settlement. He did not elabo-
rate.

The presidents of Armenia and

Azerbaijani agreed to the expansion of
a small OSCE team periodically moni-
toring ceasefire in the Karabakh con-
flict zone when they met in Vienna in
May 2016.

Azerbaijan officially stated in
March 2017 that it will not allow the
OSCE to deploy monitors on the
Karabakh frontline “in the absence of
withdrawal of the Armenian troops
from the occupied territories.” Baku
has been just as reluctant to allow
international investigations of truce
violations there, which were also agreed
upon in May 2016.

Both Mammadyarov and the Ar-
menian Foreign Ministry said after the
Krakow talks that the Minsk Group
co-chairs will again tour the conflict
zone early next month.
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Trip includes
tree planting
in Ashtarak.

llEuROPERN

DISCOVER ARMENIA
DISCOVER YOURSELF

Trip to Armenia & Artsakh

July 6-19, 2018

Tour Conductor: Norayr Daduryan

4-star hotel accommodations:
Ant Plaza Hotel in Yerevan
Park Hotel in Stepanakert
Ilights on Qartar Airways
Cost per pesson (hased on double oceupancy)

$2499%

For more information and reservations call:
Christine: (818) 842 7500 (x105)

EUROPEAN TRAVEL
1810 W. BURBANK BLVD., SUITE 200, BURBANK, CA 91506
TEL: (818) 842-7500

$280 tax applicable per person
Single and triple occupancy rates
are available upon request.
Travel Insurance is available
upon request.
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